
 READING & DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR Beth Jacob January-February Book Group 

 “Israel, A Simple Guide to the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth.” by Noa Tishby 

 Weekly meetings, Mondays, 6:30-8:00, January 10 to February 21, at Beth Jacob 
 Synagogue. Covid vaccinations and booster shots are respectfully required for 
 in-person participation. 

 The goals are to 
 ●  Talk with and listen to each other respectfully and expand our community’s ability 

 to hold divergent points of view about Israel 
 ●  Practice active listening especially with those whose views are different from our 

 own 
 ●  Deepen our understanding of the text and explore implications for our thinking 

 about Israel. 

 The proposed Ground Rules are: 
 1.  Refer to the text when sharing information, an observation or a thought; 

 challenge others to go to the text when sharing. Use page numbers. 
 2.  Listen actively - focus on understanding the speaker’s thoughts. 
 3.  Build on what others say. Ask questions that seek understanding. 
 4.  Don’t step on others’ talk, pauses and silence are OK 
 5.  Watch your own air time - in terms of how often and how long you speak. Always 

 cede to the time keeper when asked. 
 6.  Speak from your own truth, experience and perspective. 

 How we will engage with this book and each other: 
 In order to keep the focus on learning from the text, learning from each other and 
 listening to each other, we will follow a set of guidelines for text analysis and group 
 discussion. It might sound complicated as written, but in practice I have found it to be a 
 simple process and one that greatly enhances deep listening and learning.  You will 
 arrive ready to share a passage that stood out for you in the assigned reading - 
 two chapters a week. 

 A Text Analysis Protocol 
 There is one round per participant in this protocol. Each round will take about 10 
 minutes. 

 1.  For each round, one participant will be a presenter and the others will be 
 listeners. One of the listeners will also keep time. The role of timekeeper will 
 rotate with each round. 

 2.  The presenter reads aloud a passage they have selected beforehand. The 
 presenter states why they chose this passage and shares unanswered or 



 persistent questions, insights that the passage elicited or other reasons why this 
 passage stood out for them. (4 minutes) 

 3.  Listeners will, if needed, ask clarifying questions.* (1 minute) 
 4.  The listeners discuss among themselves the passage and the presenter’s 

 responses and/or questions. The presenter listens only. The discussion is rooted 
 in textual analysis, not personal opinion, so the listener-speakers refer to 
 passages in the text to support their statements. The purpose of the discussion is 
 not necessarily to answer the questions (although that may happen) but to 
 deepen participants’ engagement with the text and perhaps construct new 
 understandings and new knowledge. (4  minutes. The time keeper may ask 
 people to be mindful of their speaking time). 

 5.  The presenter responds to the discussion, sharing any insights or new questions 
 that might have arisen as a result of it and any implications for their thinking (1 
 minute) 

 6.  A new round commences until all participants have had a chance to present and 
 keep time. 

 *Clarifying questions are simple questions, designed to ensure understanding or identify 
 misunderstandings before the group proceeds further. They generally elicit brief 
 answers. An example might be to ask the presenter to define a term they use or to ask 
 them to re-read or re-state something the listener may have missed. 


