
 
 
 

August 2021 
 
As I sit down to write our annual membership letter, I keep thinking: 
 
Wow, what a year! 
 
It’s been a year filled with difficult challenges, but also great resiliency, a 
year that divided us physically, but in many ways brought us closer 
together, a year that pushed us to rethink and rework the concept of 
community. After all, Beth Jacob Synagogue is more than our very nice 
(and recently underused) building. Beth Jacob provides you and me with 
the opportunity to build Jewish community and continuity in Central 
Vermont. 
 
In response to the pandemic, we adapted … a LOT. As a result, I believe 
we are stronger, more diverse, and even more resilient. Among our many 
adaptations: 
 

• We moved religious services outdoors and online (and now, 
following state and federal guidelines, back indoors), engaging 
people far beyond Central Vermont. 

• We created a new Care Committee to better support our neighbors in 
need. Stay tuned for more information about how you can 
participate. 

• We developed online opportunities for people to learn, play, and 
connect – crossword games, films, webinars, lectures – while 



adapting old favorites, like our meditation group and Shabbat 
suppers, to this new environment. 
 

Every day, I am grateful to have a community of peers – people like you – 
who help me learn, engage, and participate in Judaism in a variety of 
meaningful ways. 
 

As we enter the new year, we need you. 
Please renew or begin your membership in Beth Jacob Synagogue. 
 
In response to shifts in the pandemic, we continue to adjust. For High 
Holidays this year, we will be back in the building – windows wide open! – 
while continuing to simulcast our services on Zoom for those who prefer to 
participate remotely. 
 
A complete High Holiday schedule is enclosed, along with sign-up 
instructions. 
Please note: pre-registration is required. 
 
In the coming year, we will offer a broad mix of activities, services, and 
new initiatives: 
 

• We’re excited to announce a new partnership with JCOGS (Jewish 
Community of Greater Stowe) to offer Sunday morning Hebrew 
School at our synagogue in Montpelier. Classes begin in September. 
Go to our website (bethjacobvt.org) to sign up your kids and 
grandkids now. 

• We present a wide variety of religious services – everything from 
very traditional to humanist – to meet the diverse spiritual needs of 
our community. 

• We continue to explore a Jewish perspective – and take action – to 
promote equity and justice, through the work of our Social Action 
Committee. 

• We will soon resume our community suppers (a partnership with 
Bethany Church) under the new leadership of Linda Cohen and 
Dawn Seibert. Many thanks to Joanne Mankoff for her years of 
commitment to this program. 



• Look for a full schedule of provocative, engaging programs that 
address many facets of the Jewish experience. 

•  
Our terrific program director, Sarah Zwegust, remains on parental leave 
through the end of the year. We are grateful to have rabbinic intern Joey 
Glick and administrator Randi Hacker – both of whom are skilled and fun 
to work with – filling in for Sarah. 
 
Now we need you! Here’s how you can help: 
 

1. Renew or begin your membership. We offer a sliding scale for 
dues. See the enclosed pledge form or go to 
bethjacobvt.org/donation. If you prefer, you can sign up for 
automatic monthly payments on our website. 
 

2. Participate! Attend a service, come to an adult education program, 
join a committee, volunteer, enroll your kids (or grandkids) in our 
Hebrew School. 

 
3. Learn more. Visit our website – bethjacobvt.org – sign up for our e-

news, or contact a board member to learn what we can offer you. 
 

Thanks again. Beth Jacob is better when you’re involved. 
 
Andy Robinson, President 
president@bethjacobvt.org 
 
On behalf of the board: 
Jessica Ettinger (Ritual Chair), Charon Goldwyn, Erica Hare (Treasurer), 
Chris Heine, Eve Jacobs-Carnahan (Past President), Joyce Kahn, Marsha 
Kameron (Secretary), Ilene Levitt, Shana Margolin, and Erica Zimmerman 
(Vice President) 


