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New Torah Covers Commissioned
The essence of Knesset Israel is captured in stunning new designs
The renewal of Knesset 
Israel’s sanctuary contin-
ues with the commission 
of six new Torah covers, 
one for each scroll in the 
Ark. The project was con-
ceived and initiated by K.I. 
artists Susan Miller and 
Naomi Schwartz, whose 
love of color inspired 
them to look into vibrant, 
custom Torah covers that 
would enhance the newly 
updated sanctuary even 
further. They were given 
the go-ahead to interview designers and settled on Jeanette Kuvin Oren, an artist 
specializing in sanctuary design, who recently presented six spectacular potential To-
rah cover options for consideration. The funding campaign for this exciting project is 
now underway.

With studios in Connecticut and Jerusalem, Jeanette has over 20 years of experi-
ence and has completed 350 Torah covers that reside in synagogues all over the 
world. During her process, she works hand-in-hand with the architects, profession-
al and volunteer committees, families, and institutions that have commissioned 
her art. Each hand-crafted cover is made up of several layers of fabric, solid wood 
mantles and rings, and is specific to the congregation for whom it is designed.  
Knesset Israel is no exception. 

Jeanette Kuvin Oren

continued on page 5 continued on page 9

A Bintel Brief: Encore
Don’t miss this repeat performance!
The talented cast who performed in K.I.’s 
June 3 staged reading of A Bintel Brief 
will be dusting off their scripts and pol-
ishing their lines as they relive the joyous 
experience in a repeat performance. The 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires is 
sponsoring the show on Thursday, Octo-
ber 11, at 10:45 a.m. in the K.I. sanctuary

A Bintel Brief is a collection of “Dear 
Abby” style letters that were sent to the 
Jewish Daily Forward’s advice column, in 
the early 1900s. The chief editor, Abra-
ham Cahan, dispensed his personalized, 
shrewd, practical, and fair-minded ad-
vice to Lower East Side tenement dwell-
ers who cherished their Yiddish news-
paper. It was, in fact, a vital resource to 
these new immigrants, many of whom 
were our grandparents and great-grand-
parents, as they adapted to life in Amer-
ica and paved the way for our privileged 
lives today.

All original cast-members will be in atten-
dance (including Ann Krawet, Lara Den-
mark, Steve Rosenthal, Louise Penney, 
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K.I. HonorS Ed Udel!
at Shirei Shabbat & Dinner / 5:30pm

Friday, October 19, 2018

In This Issue

Birthdays

We are pleased to honor Ed Udel, a third generation 
Knesset Israel member and a two term President. Ed 
taught a total of 38 years in the Hebrew School. We 
honor him for his commitment to K.I .and his role in 
our synagogue renewal.

Donations in his honor can be made to K.I. Youth Scholarships.

Reservations Call (413)  445-4872. $20 per person.  

n Elie Hammerling .......................October 1

n Laura Frankenthaler ...............October 3

n Thomas Sebestyen ..................October 5

n Aaorn Weeks ..............................October 5

n Diane Weinstein ........................October 5

n Adam Dukehart ........................October 6

n Karen Jacobs ..............................October 7

n Mark Usow ..................................October 9

n Darlene Weeks ...........................October 9

n Myrn Kressner ...........................October 9

n Benjamin Dahari ................... October 10

n David Pill ................................... October 11

n Adam Weinberg ..................... October 11

n Sarah Coleman ....................... October 12

n Sophie Usow ........................... October 13

n Amy Abramovich .................. October 14

n Pincus Boms ............................ October 14

n Lewis Schiller .......................... October 15

n Aaron Siegel ............................ October 15

n Sandra Snyder ........................ October 15

n Peter Lanzer ............................ October 15

n Nina Shelomentseva ........... October 16

n Leslie Kozupsky ..................... October 17

n Evelyn Kickieny ...................... October 19

n Leonard Cohen ....................... October 20

n Rochelle Weisberg ................ October 20

n Margo Golos ............................ October 22

n Lawrence Berke ..................... October 23

n Hannah Schiff ......................... October 23

n Eric Karlin ................................. October 23

n Micah Siegel ............................ October 24

n Jesse Cook-Dubin ................. October 26

n Oliva Ackerman ..................... October 28

n Rosie Snyder............................ October 29

n Jilly Lederman ........................ October 29

n Amy Brentano......................... October 31

n Jim Orlow ................................. October 31

Anniversaries

n Paul Rosenthal & Elaine Hantman
.............................................................October 9

n Richard Woller & Nancy Stoll
.......................................................... October 16

n Morton Taubin & Rochelle Leinwand 
.......................................................... October 27

n Robert & Elisa Bildner ......... October 31



From the Rabbi
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Reservations Call (413)  445-4872. $20 per person.  

KOL K.I. Publication Notes   
Editor: Susan Miller  •  Production: Liz DeMarco  •  Photo Editor: Nan Bookless  •  Printer: Aldam Press

DEADLINE: THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH  

We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion of the editoral staff, 
and may be subject to editing for clarity, facts, and length.

Bulletin material and photographs will be accepted VIA EMAIL and sent to: 
 Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com  

The Connectedness of Community
Ways to embrace the inspiration of the High Holidays…
As we conclude our tenth 
season of Days of Compas-
sion and Forgiveness to-
gether, I continue to stand 
in awe of the people and 
sense of community that 
propels our Knesset Isra-
el. Especially this time of 
year, I am grateful to all 
those who devote time 
and energy to the con-
gregation. The demands 
of Jewish living rest on all 
our shoulders, and we share 
the joys and the meaning of maintaining 
a sacred community. I find it deeply re-
warding to serve this community and to 
help lead it forward.

I hope that your experience of Rosh Ha-
shana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simhat 
Torah inspired you with insights, depth 
of feeling, and spiritual uplift. Don’t let 
the connectedness you are experiencing 
slip away—please find a way to contin-
ue your valued participation into the fall. 
The upcoming season will present many 
opportunities for meaningful experienc-
es of Judaism and Jewish community.

n Shirei Shabbat in honor of Ed Udel. 
October 19, (see box on page 2). After 
a musical Friday night service, we will 
enjoy a dinner that culminates with an 
appreciation of Ed’s four-year presiden-
cy which brought us to the cusp of the 

renewal project, as well as 
his years of K.I. education 
and youth programming 
leadership.

n Jewish Values & Trans 
Inclusivity. October 18, 
7:30 p.m. at KI. Rabbi Mike 
Moskowitz, Scholar-in-Res-
idence for Queer and Trans 
Jewish Studies at Congre-
gation Beit Simchat Torah 
in New York City will share 
some of what Jewish tra-

dition teaches us about trans 
rights and human dignity, and then we 
will explore the implications of those 
teachings for voting in November. See 
the flyer in this bulletin for more details.

n Israel @70 – The Fourth Decade. Par-
ticipants will explore prose and poetry 
collected by Dr. Rachel Korazim repre-
senting a wide range of perspectives 
on the settlements, achievements and 
challenges, the evacuation of Yamit, and 
the Lebanon War—with a focused look 
at the Sabra & Shatilla tragedy. We are 

not looking for one authoritative inter-
pretation of each event; rather we will 
be looking at literary snapshots from the 
family photo album that capture a vari-
ety of perspectives. I will facilitate these 
classes, which will take place on Tuesday 
evenings, October 9, October 23 & Novem-
ber 6, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

n New Daytime Adult Education Class: 
Walking with Justice. Building on the 
success of last year’s course on Jewish 
ethics, we will use a curriculum from the 
American Jewish University of Los An-
geles to explore different Jewish ideas 
about social justice and how to priori-
tize our involvement. Lots of text study 
and lively conversation. Classes meet on 
Thursday mornings, 10:45-noon.

n Shabbat. Every weekend during the 
school year, Knesset Israel offers a full ex-
perience of Shabbat community, includ-
ing Friday night services of various sorts, 
classes for children and youth, Shabbat 
morning services that include Torah 
reading and discussions, and an inti-
mate gathering on Shabbat afternoon 
for prayer and study—this year our topic 
is the Haggadah. Shirei Shabbat, Lunch 
& Learn programming and occasional 
extended kiddushes round out the ex-
perience.

I look forward to seeing you throughout 
the fall.

The demands of Jewish living rest on all our shoulders,  
and we share the joys and the meaning of  

maintaining a sacred community.

Learn. Inspire. Grow.  
Together.

Rabbi David Weiner
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Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose
Welcome. 

We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 

We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 

We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 

We are here to transform our world.

Summer Reflections
Films, study, celebrations, travel…

Though undoubtedly we will all have experienced the crisp 
fall air by the time you read this, I am still basking in the 
warmth of the Berkshire summer as I write this column. It 
has been a wonderful couple of months at K.I. Thanks to 
Judy Seaman and her wonderful Film Festival Committee, 
the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival had its most successful 
season ever! Jewish Theological Seminary in the Berk-
shires (JTS) had strong attendance and our Shabbat morn-
ings were brimming with guests. Thanks to Chris Goetz 
and the generous underwriters of our Kiddush Fund, we 
enjoyed delicious lunches after each Shabbat service. We 
enjoyed a wonderful Gala celebration, celebrated B’Not 
Mitzvah, welcomed a member into the Jewish people, hon-

ored the May family who donated a Sefer Torah to the congregation, welcomed new 
members and said good-bye to some old friends. It was a spectacular summer!

On a personal note, my family traveled to Israel to attend a family wedding. For Marcie 
and me, it had been six years since we were in Israel. For my sister Amy, it had been 
nearly 47 years! To be sure, there is always change in that small country! There were 
so many remarkable moments during the trip, but what stood out was the ability to 
simply celebrate Israel’s existence. I am cognizant that Israel conjures up passionate 
discussion here in the Diaspora. I too, have engaged in vociferous debate concerning 
the efficacy of certain governmental policies and decisions. However, to be in Israel is 
to experience its miraculous existence; its ingenuity and its passion to be a haven for 
Jews across the lands. We are blessed to live in a time in history where our hope, as 
Jews, to live in the Land of Israel is more than a hope—it is a reality. As complicated 
as the country is (and it certainly is), it remains our homeland. I hope that many of 
you will have the opportunity to travel to Israel and experience its uniqueness and its 
importance to us as Jews.

Wishing you a beautiful Berkshire Fall.  

CEMETERY
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478 
cemetery@knessetisrael.org

DEVELOPMENT FUNDRAISING 
Bobbi Cohn ...................... 413-443-6128

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT 
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478

MEMBERSHIP 
Jan Zimbler ...................... 413-448-8443

MARKETING 
Kara Thornton ................. 413-684-2298

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Phil Coleman ................... 413-329-9224

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Sherri Buxton .................. 413-243-2709

ADMINISTRATION 
Diane Weinstein ............. 413-442-7143

PROGRAMMING 
Stuart Masters ................. 413-443-4386

RITUAL, GABBAIM, MINYAN 
Alan Metzger ................... 413-443-4217

TREASURY, FINANCE AND BUDGET 
Edwin Helitzer ................. 413-499-1202

YOUTH 
Amy Abramovich ........... 413-499-6388

Key K.I. Contacts

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

Richard Simons
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KOL K.I.

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

Torah Covers cont.from page 1 

The inspiration for Jeannette’s designs 
(which are featured in this month’s KOL 
K.I. banner on the front page) were 
born of her own visit to the sanctuary 
to experience the spiritual space for 
herself as well as listening to our ideas. 
During her visit she measured each of 
the Torahs, and a week later presented 
us with her artistic renderings along 
with samples of the fabrics she intends 
to use for the covers. The proposal  
board is currently on display in the K.I. 
lobby for all to view.

Each of K.I.’s six scrolls will be commem-
orated by its donor(s), and donor names 
will be noted by a fabric inscription on 
the inside of each cover. One of the cov-
ers will be designated for the congre-
gation so that each individual or family 
has the opportunity to participate in the 
project with a donation. As of this print-
ing, five of of the Torah covers have been 
selected by donors. 

The congregation cover is a donor 
opportunity open to all. If you wish 
to donate to this community cover, 
please send a check to the synagogue 
address and note on the memo line 
“Cong. Torah Cover.” Or contact Diana  
MacFarlane 413-445-4872 X 10 at the 
synagogue office. 

B.I.O Micah Awards Ceremony   
When: Sunday, October 28 from 
3:30–6:00 PM  
Where: The Stationery Factory 
63 Flansburg Avenue, Dalton

Contribution: $35.

Checks may be made out to B.I.O. noting “Micah” in the memo line and can be left 
in the envelope in Myrna Hammerling’s mailbox in the main office. Pre-registration 
is preferred, but you may also pay at the door.

“He has told you, O man, what is good, And what the 
Lord requires of you: Only to do justice and to love 
goodness, And to walk modestly with your God.”   
—Micah, 6:8

As founding members of Berkshire Interfaith Orga-
nizing (B.I.O.) Knesset Israel has been an integral part 
of improving the quality of life and make justice real 
for all residents of the Berkshires.

B.I.O. is an independent, non-profit organiza-
tion that survives on grants, donations, fundrais-
ing events, and membership dues. Its largest an-

nual fundraising event is designed to recognize 
an individual selected from each member organization who reflects the val-
ues of the quote above, expressed by the prophet Micah. This year Knesset 
Israel has chosen to honor the many achievements of Ellen Masters (high-
lighted in September’s issue of KOL K.I.) who will be awarded a 2018 Micah  
Award on Sunday, October 28. 

Help us pay tribute to Ellen by joining us at The Stationery Factory in Dalton for the 
award ceremony, during which honorees from the various member organizations 
will be represented. It is sure to be an uplifting event for all!

Reminder: Celebrate Ellen Masters
Let’s support Ellen at the BIO Micah Awards Ceremony

Ellen Masters

O
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October Calendar

KOSHER MEAT DELIVERY

No orders for October due to the holidays

EVENTS & MEETINGS 

A Bintel Brief (see cover story) ............................Thurs., October 11 ............................10:45 AM

Cemetery Committee Meeting ........................Tue., October 9 .....................................7:30 PM

K.I. Board Meeting .................................................Wed., October 17  ................................7:30 PM

REGULAR SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday.................................. 8:45 AM & 7 PM

Tuesday ..................................................... 7 PM

Friday ................................................... 5:45 PM

Saturday ..........................................9:30 AM &  
.......................18-33 minutes before sunset

CLASSES

Enhanced Prayer Study ............................................Wed., October 3, 10 17, 24, 31 .......10–11:30 AM

CHAI Community School (Knesset Israel) .........................................................................................

...................................................................................Wed., October 3, 10, 17, 24 ..................4–6 PM

Walking with Justice ..........................................Thu., October 4, 11, 18, 25 .........10:45–12 PM

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) .............Tue., October 9,16, 23, 30 ......... 10–11:30 AM

The Ethical Life (8th-12th grade students) ..Sat., October 6, 13, 20, 27 ........... 8:40–9:40 AM

Hebrew School ....................................................Sat., October 6, 13, 20, 27 .......... 9 AM–12 PM

Haggadah Insights .........................................................Sat., October 6, 13, 20, 27............................................. 
Between minha and maariv times. Varies with sundown.

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) .............Tue., October 9,16, 23, 30 ......... 10–11:30 AM

Israel @70—The Fourth Decade (1978-1988).................................................................................. 
.................................................................Tue., October 9, 23, and November 6...........7:30–9 PM

In compliance with United Conservative Synagogue 
guidelines, please refrain from conducting synagogue 

business via email and/or phone calls on Shabbat.  
Thank you!

CANDLE LIGHTING

Monday .........October 1 .................7:16 PM 
Eve of Simchat Torah. Light holiday 
candles after 7:16 PM

Friday .............October 5 .................6:10 PM

Friday .............October 12 ...............5:58 PM

Friday .............October 19 ...............5:47 PM

Friday .............October 26 ...............5:36 PM
Friday, October 19 – Shirei Shabbat ........  
  ...............................................................5:30 PM

Saturday, October 6  ...........................6 PM

Saturday, October 13 ...................5:45 PM

Saturday, October 27 ...................5:30 PM

 

together.
Joyfully stuff envelopes  

with other mailing mavens! 
Be a GLEE star 

at Shirei Shabbat 
Comfort a loss 

with Chevra Kadisha 
• 

visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

 

grow.
 

Start where you are 
Beam with new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar
Nourish mind, heart & soul 

• 
visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 

inspire.
 

Connect with each generation
Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam… 
transform our world. 

• 
visit  

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 
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October Classes 
Classes taught by Rabbi Weiner

Israel @ 70—The Fourth Decade (1978-1988)
Tuesdays, October 9, 23, and November 30 ................................... 7:30–9 PM
As our focus moves forward in time, the reverberations of historical 
events in the present moment become ever more intense. Participants will  
explore prose and poetry representing a wide range of perspectives on:

• The settlements, achievements and challenges
• The evacuation of Yamit
• The Lebanon War, with a focused look at the Sabra & Shatilla tragedy

The material is relatively intense and will challenge participants to listen 
to voices with which they do not agree. Our reading and conversation 
will help us deepen our understanding of ‘the Israel of the living room.’ 
We are not looking for one authoritative interpretation of each event; 
rather we will be looking at literary snapshots from the family photo  
album that capture a variety of perspectives.

Curriculum by Dr. Rachel Korazim.

Walking with Justice 
Thursdays, beginning October 4, through May ............10:45 AM–12 PM
Using a curriculum from the American Jewish University of Los Angeles, 
this class will explore a variety of facets of social justice from a Jewish per-
spective—text, theory and practice. 

From Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson’s introductory essay: 

“A wide range of organizations is actively pursuing agendas of social 
justice; our congregants are often among the leaders of those activist 
groups. Why, with such a plethora of other opportunities for involve-
ment, should the Jews, as part of the Jewish community, become in-
volved in questions of social justice? Why should religious organizations 
get involved in political controversies? And what should our agenda be if 
we do feel impelled to become involved?”

Haggadah Insights 
Saturdays, between minha and maariv.
October 6 ........................................................................................................... 6 PM
October 13 and 20 ................................................................................... 5:45 PM
October 27 .................................................................................................. 5:30 PM
Rabbi Weiner leads in-depth discussions of passages and songs from  
the Haggadah. 

Education

Pictured clockwise are Enhanced Prayer Study class members 
Patti Lipman, Maxine Bookless, Lousie Penney, and teacher 
Myrna Hammerling. Class members not pictured include 
Judy Nishman, Jeremy Beckett, Hunter Wallace, Allie 
Klein (summer), and Molly Souede (who took the photo). 
Enhanced Prayer Study is an ongoing class that meets weekly 
on Wednesdays from 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome. Join at 
any time—your first class is your starting point.

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our children to 
 stimulating classes and programs for adults…

• 
Lunch & Learn

Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through artistic expression 

• 
visit the calendar page at   

knessetisrael.org 
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Being an angel this holiday season has never been easier. You can help sustain mem-
bers of the Berkshire community who do not have the means to eat regularly or 
healthfully by donating food to the South Congregagational Church at 110 South 
Street in Pittsfield. Each year volunteers from 16 local area food pantries along with 
many Pittsfield area synagogues, chuches, and other organizations join together to 
form the Thanksgiving Angels. The goal of this group is to provide all that is necessary 
to prepare a meal to feed their families during the Thanksgiving holiday.

This year, Knesset Israel has 
been asked to provide canned 
cranberry sauce (jelled or whole 
berries) which will be among the 
many items that families will be 
picking up that day. Knesset Is-
rael will be manning one of the 
19 organizations manning ta-
bles this year, and our cranberry 
sauce (approximately 1,250 cans 
of it) will be available to those 
families who register in advance. 
Families will also receive: sweet 
potatoes, margarine, a turkey, onions, carrots, stuffing, canned corn and green beans, 
gravy mix, bread, eggs, milk, cheese, a homemade pie and a homemade banana, zuc-
chini, or cranberry quick bread, thanks to Lisa Udel’s Facebook baking team. It is ex-
pected that 1,550 families will be recipients of these items this year.

A receptacle will be placed near the piano after Yom Kippur for your cranberry con-
tribution. Between Knesset Israel and Anshe Amunim we are hoping to collect 2,500 
cans. Small families will receive one can each, medium sized families will receive two 
cans, and larger families may receive three or more.

Another way you can contribute (in addition to donating a lot of cranberry sauce, of 
course) is by giving the gift of your time. Volunteers are needed to work two-hour 
morning or afternoon shifts beginning October 22 through November 2 at South Con-
gregational Church to help register those will will pick up their orders on Monday, 
November 19. There are also time slots available for volunteers on Tuesday, November 
20, when those with mobility and/or health challenges arrive to pick up their Thanks-
giving fixings in a less crowded environment. Being a part of this program is a fulfilling 
and heart-warming experience. 

Interested in volunteering? Contact Myrna Hammerling at 413-445-4872 x16 who will 
be scheduling shifts.

C’mon Be an Angel—a Thanksgiving Angel! 
What is Thanksgiving without cranberry sauce…and a mitzvah?

A Bintel Brief  cont. from page 1

Amy Miller, Myrna Hammerling, Herman 
Rotenberg, and Roman Rosenblum) with 
the exception of Rich Woller, and the 
original Director, Carol Russoff, both of 
whom had prior committments.

There are no tickets or fees for this staged 
reading with musical interludes. Reser-
vations for lunch following the perfor-
mance can be made in advance through 
the Federation at 413-442-4360.

Who occupies [her] himself with the needs  
of the community is as though s/he occupies [her] 

himself with Torah.—Talmud Yerushalmi, Berakhot

Chevra Kadisha needs 
women members

A link in the great chain of our  
tradition: preparing the body  

for proper Jewish burial.

Chesed Shel Emet 
The truest act of kindness.

We will teach you. 
We will support you. Together.

Contact Nan Bookless at 
413-442-9855 or  

nan.2194@icloud.com
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by Phil Coleman, 
 Chairman K.I. Music Committee

This month’s guest is Ann Krawet of Becket. Check this out for 
a very interesting read.  

Ann, great having you for my column. I am thrilled to have 
you as my guest this issue. Let me start off by asking you about 
your musical influences, in other words what did you listen to 
growing up and what do you listen to now?

Ann: I enjoyed listening and dancing to 50s music and always 
loved to sing. Musicality runs in our family My mother had a beau-
tiful voice and would often mention that she sang on the radio 
once even though she had never had training. Her cousin did have 
training, however, and became Roberta Peters, the very accom-
plished opera star. My brother and I harmonized while traveling 
with our parents in the car and he went on to become Neil Ro-
senshein, a highly successful operatic tenor who sang lead roles 
at many world renowned opera houses and under the conduct of 
Leonard Bernstein.  

Do you have any experience with Jewish music, maybe from 
Camp, previous workshops or training, or in a synagogue set-
ting? If so, tell us about it.

Ann: My father’s father was the unofficial cantor at his small shul 
in upstate New York. My father did not sing, but after work he re-
laxed by listening to recordings of cantorial and pop male singers. 
I always enjoyed listening to them as I passed through the living 
room to my room to do homework. Currently I have been singing 
with the B’Shalom Chorale for the past five years as well.

Tell me about your musical training, who you studied with, 
where, what kind of lessons you took.

Ann: In High School, I sang choral music as a member of my High 
School chorus. In college I focused on scholastic studies, not music. 
Unfortunately, I had no vocal or instrumental lessons while grow-
ing up. This is partly my fault—we lived in an apartment with a 
small foyer. I had to choose between using that space for a piano 
or for my new English Racer bicycle which would have been stolen 
if stored in the basement storage room. I chose the bike! 

As an adult, however, when married and living in Orange County, 
New York, I compensated for that decision—I took guitar lessons 

Musical Musings 
Spotlight on Ann Krawet

and vocal lessons and drove my daughters to as many lessons 
as they wanted! I studied with Ron DeFesi of the Tri-State Opera 
Company, Irwin Stahl and Lucy Joffee, both at the Mercy College/
Westchester Conservatory School of Music. Simultaneously I got 
the acting bug. I auditioned for parts in local community theater 
productions and moved up from the chorus to win leading roles 
in South Pacific, Mame, Fiddler On The Roof, 1776, Fleidermaus,  
Butterflies Are Free,  and others.  

I sang in my synagogue choir. I also worked as a singing waitress 
on Friday and Saturday nights for a few years because it gave me a 
chance to sing in front of an audience instead of in the shower! At a 
bar mitzvah, and totally by accident, I was asked into a local ad hoc 
band and became their “girl singer.” Then a few of us broke away, 
perfected Great American Songbook standards, and won local 
gigs (restaurants, private club events, a big political event). Great 
Fun!! I also directed and produced four full stage Broadway musi-
cals with wonderfully talented students at the Junior High School 
where I worked as a History teacher. 

Do you see yourself playing in the future, here at K.I. or elsewhere? 

Ann: After we relocated to Massachusetts about 10 years ago, it 
took me a while to find a way to sing and perform. I joined the 
Berkshire Lyric Theater Chorus under the direction of Jack Brown 
and accompanist Joe Rose for seven years, performed in the Town 
Players of Pittsfield productions Months On End and The Seven 
Deadly Sins, studied vocal technique with Bob Shepherd of the 
Berkshire Music School, and performed in local venues with Mr. 
Shepherd, my accompanist, as a cabaret singer interpreting clas-
sic American standards and contemporary tunes. I hope to con-
tinue singing and auditioning—make that winning—roles in local  
venues as long as possible!

Ann Krawet (right).  
Below she appears as Vera 

 in “Mame” at the Antrim Playhouse,   
Westchester, New York, circa 2002.

KOL K.I.
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Israel at 70

4

6

Israel. 70 Years—70 Achievements. 
Statehood, culture, social progress, medicine, technology, women, education, and more

April 19, 2018 marked the 70th anniver-
sary of the State of Israel, and while its 
achievements are innumerable, many 
articles are trying to do just that. Each 
month for seven months, Kol K.I. is high-
lighting (in no particular order) Israel’s ac-
complishments—from the sublime and 
world changing to the small but import-
ant. The list is from the website: webelie 
veinisrael.org.uk. Due to a lack of space 
in September’s issue, we are doubling up 
this month! (1–10 appeared in KOL K.I.’s  
May 2018 issue; 11–20 in June; 21-31 in 
July/August). 

32. The Jewish State: Israel has achieved 
peace with both Egypt and Jordan after 
multiple wars. In 1979 Israel withdrew 
from the Sinai Peninsula in return for 
normalizing relations and demilitariza-
tion of the Sinai. This agreement ended 
any prospect of another general Arab-Is-
raeli war and has been a cornerstone of 
regional stability for nearly 40 years. Isra-
el and Jordan signed a peace agreement 
in 1994.

33. Culture: The Nalaga’at Center 
in Israel is the only theatre com-
pany in the world comprised en-
tirely of deaf and blind actors.

34. Architecture: Tel Aviv’s White 
City is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, offering one of the most 
unique and extensive collections 

of Bauhaus, or International Style archi-
tecture. White City is home to over 4,000 
listed buildings.

35. Science & Technology: Israel produc-
es more scientific papers per capita than 
any other nation with 109 per 10,000 
people.

36. Tikkuun Olam: The IDF Field Hospital 
is ranked as the best in the world by the 
World Health Organization. It is the only 
Field Hospital with the highest ‘Type 3’ 
rating. Israeli Field Hospitals have been 
deployed for disaster relief in Nepal, the 
Philippines, Haiti, and Turkey.

37. Technology: Israel company, Came-
ro, developed ‘Xaver,’ a senser which can 
see through walls. Xaver products are 
used by over 40 countries worldwide for 
military, security, and rescue purposes.

38. Medicine: Designed by Israeli Amit 
Goffer, ReWalk, a bionic walking assis-
tance system, enables paraplegics to 
stand upright, walk, turn and navigate 
stairs. On 8 May 2012, Briton Claire Lo-
mas completed the London Marathon in 
17 days using the ReWalk.

39. Self-Defense: Israeli intelligence 
agency, the Mossad, ranks in the top 10 
intelligence agencies in the world. One 
of the most famous Mossad missions 
was the capture of Nazi War criminal Ad-
olf Eichmann in Argentina in May 1960.

40. Women: Israel ranks in the top 20 
countries to be a working woman ac-
cording to the Economist Glass-Ceiling 
index. Israel comes in ahead of the USA 
and Britain. 

41. Women: Women play a critical role 
in Israel’s defence. They can serve in 90% 
of roles in the IDF. 65% of Israeli women 
serve in the military. The law says “The 
right of women to serve in any role in the 
IDF is equal to the right of men.”

42. Agriculture: Israeli dairy cows pro-
duce the most milk per cow in the world 
They average 25,432 pounds of milk per 
cow per year, compared to just 18,747 
pounds from American cows and 13,778 

from European Cows.

43. A Green Country: Israel is the 
world leader in desalination of 
water. Through desalination, Is-
rael has turned its limited water 
supply into a water surplus and 
is helping others too including 
America, China and India. Israeli 

continued on page 12
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company IDE has helped develop 400 
desalination plants in 40 countries, and 
was ranked the world’s 19th smartest 
company in 2016 by MIT Technology Re-
view.

44. A Green Country: Israel is the only 
country in the world that entered the 
21st century with a net gain in its number 
of trees compared to 100 years before.

45. Food & Drink: Tel Aviv is one of the 
sushi capitals of the world. Tel Aviv hosts 
more than 100 restaurants serving sushi, 
making it the city with the most sushi 
restaurants per capita after Tokyo and 
New York City. Added bonus: over 20% 
are Kosher.

46.The Jewish State/Democracy: Since 
its foundation 70 years ago, Israel has 
sustained a liberal democratic state 
when many other newly formed states 
have struggled to do so and lapsed into 
dictatorship. There are no other full de-
mocracies in the region. This is despite 
the external threats to Israel, and almost 
all its first generation migrants originat-
ing from non-democratic countries. 

47. The Jewish State/Social Progress: 
The Histadrut, is one of the world’s most 
powerful trade union movements. It 
wields enormous influence on the gov-
ernment’s wage policy, labour legisla-

Israel at 70

tion, working conditions in the private 
sector and is influential inpolitical, social, 
and cultural spheres. 

48. Technology: Israel, the start-up na-
tion, hosts 300 R&D centers, 73 of which 
are based in Tel Aviv The number of mul-
tinational corporation R&D centers in Is-
rael is the highest per capita in the world.

49. Medicine: Israeli company, SYS tech-
nologies, developed the Medi-T, a por-
table and sterile operating room, which 
can be used in disaster zones. The sterile 
tents have been used in Nepal after the 
earthquake, as well as in Guinea to com-
bat Ebola.

50. Medicine: Israeli scientists from Real 
Imaging developed the first fully com-
puterised, noradiation, no-contact diag-
nostic device for breast cancer, instead 
of having a painful mammography.

51. Mental Health: Israel is the 11th hap-
piest country in the world for the fifth 
year running, according to the United 
Nations’ annual “World Happiness Re-
port” 2018.

To be continued  next month!

Israel. 70 Years—70 Achievements. cont. from page 11

need help?
These organizations provide  
professional, confidential guidance:

BERKSHIRE FAMILIES  
& CHILDREN  
Counseling, Parenting  413-448-8281

ELDER SERVICES OF BERKSHIRE 
COUNTY  
Services for ages 60+    413-499-0524

ELIZABETH FREEMAN CENTER  
Women’s Services • Abuse 
                            413-443-0089

JEWISH FEDERATION   
OF THE BERKSHIRES  
Jewish Perspective Counseling
                              413-442-4360, ext. 17

hotlines
BRIEN CENTER FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH &  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
HOTLINE     24-hour 1-800-252-0227

ELDER ABUSE HOTLINE  
                        1-800-922-2275

ELIZABETH FREEMAN CENTER  
Abuse / Domestic Violence
                   24-hour          413-443-0089

MASS. DEPT. OF SOCIAL  
SERVICES CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE  
                                        1-800-292-5022 
                 after 5pm    1-800-792-5200

Please support Knesset Israel’s Minyan Services
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Yahrzeits • October 2018 • Tishrei/Cheshvan 5779

What soap is 
for the body, 
tears are for 

the soul. 
   - Jewish Proverb

Jewish Blessing of the Mourners 

Those who are worn out and crushed by this mourning, let your hearts consider this:
This is the path that has existed from the time of creation and will exist forever.

Many have drunk from it and many will yet drink.
As was the first meal, so shall be the last.

May the master of comfort comfort you. Blessed are those who comforts the mourners.

10/1 - 22 TISHREI

Jack Fleet  
Lillian Goetz  
Philip Kanter 

10/2 - 23 TISHREI

Bernard Lotto  
Daniel Jacobs  
Isaak Kutik  
Marylin H. Berenson  
Rose Bitensky  
Tillie Kaplan 

10/3 - 24 TISHREI

Lester Johnson 
Sally Ruth Miller 

10/4 - 25 TISHREI

Elsie C. Reder Fuchs  
Hattie Fein Savitt  
Lina Mestechkina 

10/5 - 26 TISHREI

Blanche Fingeroth 
Joseph Reder  
Julius Lubin  
Mildred Gold Pollack  
Rebecca Solomon 

10/6 - 27 TISHREI

Hyman Cohen  
Louis Adelson  
Louis Brand  
Sylvia Goodman 

10/7 - 28 TISHREI

Esther Rose Zemmel  
Irving Berkowitz 

10/8 - 29 TISHREI

Joseph George Kronick  
Seymour C. Kolman 

10/9 - 30 TISHREI

Abraham D. Simkin  
Basya Kutik  
Belle Rothenberg  
David Rubenstein  
Max Bookless 

10/10 - 1 CHESHVAN

Anna Gitelman 
Hilda Cohen  
Irving Reife 

10/11 - 2 CHESHVAN

Dr. Douglas  
     Andrew Levy  
Etta Kornbluth  
Louis Jacobs  
Newton Brenner 

10/12 - 3 CHESHVAN

Elizabeth Weitzen  
Frieda Tobias  
Mr. William Simons 

10/13 - 4 CHESHVAN

Abraham Tauber  
Dora Borke  
Fannie Goodman  
    Paskowitz  

Ida Levina  
Sally Levinson Sharp 

10/14 - 5 CHESHVAN

Aida Marvin  
Dorothy Leah    
   Metropole  
Dr. Robert Gladstone  
Dr. Stephen Masters  
Ida Minnie Tanenbaum 
   Goldstein  
Jacab Perlman  
Louis Bell 

10/15 - 6 CHESHVAN

Chasa Carr  
Mary Carr  
Sarah M. Weltman 

10/16 - 7 CHESHVAN

Adelle Lezberg  
Anna Levine Davidov 

10/17 - 8 CHESHVAN

Arthur F. Dershowitz  
David Zwerner  
Edith Nissenbaum 

10/18 - 9 CHESHVAN

Abraham Sidman  
Edwin Newman  
Helen Feigenbaum  
I. Jerry Harab  
Sol Link 

10/19 - 10 CHESHVAN

Hope Shirley  
    Dershowitz  
Jack Krawet  
Jerome Schlichter  
Leonard Gottlieb  
Louis Honigbaum  
Myra Feldman  
Warren Rich 

10/20 - 11 CHESHVAN

Arthur Hiller  
Harry Rosen  
Michele Zuckerman  
Rose Sagarin  
Sanford Lubin 

10/21 - 12 CHESHVAN

Bernard Charkow  
Eli Taylor  
Gisela Ziskind  
Lillian Stoskin 

10/22- 13 CHESHVAN

Celia Palefsky  
Jack Lessoff  
Jacob Astrachan  
Jacob Cohen 

10/23 - 14 CHESHVAN

Benjamin Jonas  
Madeline Alfred  
Shirley Rudich 

10/24 - 15 CHESHVAN

Eugene Tardiff  
Frances Zimbler  
Harold Ferber  
Herman S. Braun  
Mary Jonas 

10/25 - 16 CHESHVAN

Anna Keslowicz  
Henrietta Gans  
   Schulman  
Jacob Green  
Riva Kutik 

10/26 - 17 CHESHVAN

Anita Regina Etscovitz  
Esther Rosenfeld  
George Miller  

Martin Weisberger  
Shera Joy Berke 

10/27 - 18 CHESHVAN

Daniel Martin  
Dr. Joel Fleet  
Esther Bunnevitzky 
Weiss  
Lenore Ferber  
Rabbi Max Israel Cohen 

10/28- 19 CHESHVAN

Georgiy Rabinovich  
Jordan B. Greenfield  
Marla Joy Lerner  
Max Baz  
Max Skoletsky  
Pauline Landa  
Rose Broverman  
   Maefsky  
Sayde Levine 

10/29- 20 CHESHVAN

Abraham Auslander  
Eli Black  
Jacob Baer  
Rebecca Baz  
Reuben Sandler  
Richard Smith  
Shulamith Auslander 
Sylvia Klein Adelson  
William Schifrin 

10/30 - 21 CHESHVAN

George Garbowit  
Grace Martin 

10/31 - 22 CHESHVAN

Anna Bass  
Herbert Secunda  
Isaac Meyer Abeles  
Rose Gruberg 
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Funds & Endowments

Minimum donation to funds is $5. Endowment fund minimum is $10. 
We welcome contributions in any amount.  

Contributions of less than $5 not publicized.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In honor of Noah Hochfelder receiving 
the 2018 Daniel Pearl Scholarship
In honor of the B’not Mitzvah class. May 
this be the first of many joyous life-long 
Jewish learning experiences!

 Myrna & Elie Hammerling

In honor of Hunter Wallace
Alice & Norman Klein

CEMETERY FUND 
In memory of Philip Turetsky

Gary & Bernice Turestsky

In memory of Sylvia Weisberg
Rochelle Weisberg

CEMETERY GATE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 Irene Conley

In memory of David Goldenberg
In memory of Samuel J. Pill
In memory of Samuel Pill

David Pill

In memory of Joyce Stein
Phoebe & Don Sugarman

CHESED FUND 
In memory of Philip Alberts

Kermit Goodman

In memory of Martin I. Moss
Judy Moss

HARRY AND ENID FUHRMAN  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Tillie Cohen

Enid Fuhrman

GENERAL FUND 
Jeffrey Mehler     
Elinor Ceresney  
Barb & Aaron Rosenzweig

In memory of Rachel Albert
Kyneret & David Albert

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Carolyn & Nelson Bonheim

Thank you for welcoming us to services
Wayne Fuchs

In honor of Maya Kaufman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah

Margo Golos

In memory of Roney Weis
Myrna & Elie Hammerling

Mazal Tov to KI
The Hyman Family

In honor of my father’s yahrzeit
Wallace Lehman

In honor of Rose Sutter on the occasion 
of her Bat Mitzvah

Wallace Lehman

For the welcoming and beautiful 
services this summer

Bob & Carol Levine

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Cathy Mann and Fred Friedman

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Jane Present

Get Well wishes and a speedy recovery 
for Alan Metzger

Loretta & Joel Prives

In appreciation of all Len Schiller and Ed 
Udel have done and continue to do for 
Knesset Israel.

Harriet I. Samuels

In appreciation of the beautiful service, 
Rabbi Weiner, Michael’s aliyah, and the 
welcoming spirit we received during our 
recent visit

Michael Meyerson & Mildred Schwartz

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Walter & Marjory Tolub

In honor of our dear friend Marshall 
Raser on his 90th Birthday!

Joan & George Vazakas

In memory of Joyce Stein
Barbara Viniar

Happy Birthdays and best wishes to 
Rabbi Yaakov and Nina Rone

Ed & Melanie Weinstein

GOLDBLUM TEFILLAH INSTITUTE 
The Estate of Helen Maislen

In memory of Jack Coleman
In memory of Joshua Weinstein
In memory of Joyce Stein

Sherri Buxton

Get well wishes for Alan Metzger
Nan & Allan Lipton

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
Anonymous 
The Estate of Helen Maislen 
Ed and Lisa Udel

KIDDUSH CHALLENGE FUND 
Rabbi Ralph & Brenda Kingsley  
Alice & Norman Klein 
Lora & Sig Tobias  
Burton & Linda Edelstein

In memory of Lillian Pincus
Bobbi & Mike Cohn

Thank you to KI for warm hospitality on 
my recent visit

Anne Exter

In honor of Elaine Epstein on her special 
birthday!

Diana Geller & Andy Geller

In memory of Roney Weis
Carol Kaufman

With thanks for hospitality
Albert & Susan Martin

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Ellen & Stuart Masters

In memory of Benjamin Drate
Ellen & Allen Rosenblatt

In memory of Shirley Yanofsky
Len & Alice Schiller
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Funds & Endowments

    KIDDUSH FUND 
In honor of Len Schiller

Sharon Siegel  
Beth & Bernie Abramson 
Robert & Shelley Berend 
Bobbi & Mike Cohn 
Diana Geller & Andy Geller 
Richard & Marcie Greenfield Simons 
Myrna & Elie Hammerling 
Richard & Amy Kargauer 
Brenda & Fred Landes 
Charles & Marcia Mandel 
Ellen & Stuart Masters 
Jane & Larry Pellish  
Faith & Larry Newmark 
Joel & Loretta Prives 
Beth & Joel Radsken 
Marian & Marshal Raser 
Diane Rosenthal 
Janet & David Rothstein 
Arlene & Michael Shreefter 
Rabbi David & Judith Weiner 
Tobi Weisel 
Ellen Whitmere 
Randy & Mara Winn 
Fran & Joel Wolk

In honor of Maya Kaufman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah

Elaine Padilla

MILTON KOLODKIN ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Milton Kolodkin

Barbara Kolodkin

MELVIN AND NAOMI SCHWARTZ 
ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Ilana Zagorsky’s Bat Mitzvah

Naomi Schwartz 

MARCIE GREENFIELD SIMONS EN-
DOWMENT 
In honor of Richie and Marcie Greenfield 
Simons’ anniversary

Everett & Stephanie Ilberg Lamm

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA STEIN   
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Joyce Stein

Bobbi & Mike Cohn

In memory of Joyce Stein
The Karlin Family 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Alan & Margie Metzger

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Isadore H. Block

Judith Bergman

In memory of Joshua Weinstein
In memory of Roney Weis

Maxine Bookless

In honor of Bea Selig on the occasion of 
her 95th Birthday!

Joel & Phyllis Curran

In memory of Ethel Haft
In memory of Roney Weis

Sheila Donath

Thank you to KI for warm hospitality on 
my recent visit

Anne Exter 
Patricia Goldman

In honor of Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone 
on the occasion of their 80th birthdays!

Richard & Marcie Greenfield Simons 
Leslie & Roy Kozupsky

Get well wishes for Alan Metzger
In memory of Joshua Weinstein

Harvey Lehrer & Susan Frisch Lehrer

Mazal Tov on the Special Birthdays for 
Rabbi Yaacov and Nina Rone
Mazal Tov to Bea Selig on her  
special birthday
Mazal Tov to Judy Seaman and team for 
another successful film festival

Nan & Allan Lipton

In honor of Noah Hochfelder receiving 
the 2018 Daniel Pearl Scholarship
In honor of Len Schiller

    Gary & Arlene Schiff

In honor of Maya Kaufman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah

Naomi Schwartz

In honor of Len Schiller
In honor of Susan and Michael Albert 
and Fred Landes
In honor of the birth of Marcie and 
Richie Simons’ grandson

Judy Seaman

In memory of Jack Coleman
In memory of Shirley Frisch

Dana & Jeff Siegel

In honor of Allie Lamm on the occasion 
of her Bat Mitzvah
In honor of Georgia Raser on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
In honor of Maya Kaufman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
In honor of Rose Sutter on the occasion 
of her Bat Mitzvah

Phoebe & Don Sugarman

RENEWAL FUND 
In memory of Morris Schiller

Len & Alice Schiller

Honor or remember  
a friend or loved one with  

a donation to the  
Bima Flower Fund.

• 

Call Naomi Schwartz at 

413-841-0006

learn. inspire. grow. together.
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