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Memories of Kristallnacht
Then and Now–And Everything In Between
Alix (Lixie) and Max Kowler, of blessed memory, were members 
of our Knesset Israel congregation. They arrived in the Berk-
shires in 1972, and opened and ran the Quincey Inn in Lenox—
now known as The Rookwood Inn. As part of their commitment 
to the community, they decided to establish and fund a Holo-
caust Memorial in Pittsfield, which was dedicated on June 29, 
1987. It is nestled in greenery on the courthouse lawn, at the 
north corner of the the East Street and Wendell Avenue side-
walks. In his speech at the dedication Max reminded us: 

It is the task of the living to keep the memory alive. 
Jew and non-Jew, young and old, people  

of all races and creeds must remember in order  
to remind the children of future generations of the 

need to respect the rights of all people,  
regardless of color, nationality or religion. 

continued on page 11

Max and Alix shared their personal Holocaust expeiences so 
that no one should forget. What follows is an excerpt from  
Lixie’s memoir, Then and Now—And Everything In Between: The 
Story of Alix Kowler. This first-person historic book was recently 
gifted to the Knesset Israel Library by her friend Amy Davidson.

Kristallnacht: Broken Glass and a Stolen Car
November 9th and 10th, 1938 marked a turning point for Nazi 
Germany and the beginning of the end for Jews across Europe.  
Across Nazi Germany and parts of Austria (Lixie’s birthplace), 
coordinated attacks against Jews were carried out by SA Mil-
itary and civilians; German authorities observed without any 
intervention.  Jewish homes, schools, businesses, hospitals, and  

No grades! No tests! Try one…you’ll like it!!

Does stimulating reading,  
lively discussions, and sharing your 

 thoughts interest you?
November classes with Rabbi Weiner are for you!

Israel through the Decades, Walking with Justice,  
Haggadah Insights…see page 7 for details.



2  n  KOL K.I.  •   NOVEMBER 2018   •   CHESHVAN, KISLEV 5779

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

KNESSET ISRAEL 
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-445-4872 
413-496-9378 (fax) 

knessetisrael.org 

RABBI DAVID WEINER Ext. 10 
rabbiweiner@knessetisrael.org

DIANA MACFARLANE  Ext. 10 
Office Manager  
office@knessetisrael.org

ED ROBINSON  
bookkeeper@knessetisrael.org

MYRNA HAMMERLING Ext. 16 
Director of Adult Education  
and Programming 
mhammerling@knessetisrael.org

CHRIS GOETZE Ext. 20 
Facilities Director/Head Custodian  
facilitiesman@knessetisrael.org

JUDITH WEINER   
Director of Families Together, and 
Hebrew School Administrator  
jweiner@knessetisrael.org

ELISA SNOWISE  
B’Nai Mitzvah Teacher /Coordinator  
elisasatki@gmail.com

LIZ DEMARCO, Web Administrator, 
liz@bookmarccreative.com

K.I. Staff 
OFFICE PHONE           413-445-4872

Memories of Kristallnacht .... Cover Story

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs  ...........2

From the Rabbi....................................3

From the President ..............................4

Calendar, Events & Classes .................... 6-7

Musical Musings ..................................9

A New Way to Support K.I. .................12

Israel @ 70 ........................................14

Yahrzeits, Funds & Endowments ....15-17

.............................................And more!

In This Issue

Birthdays

n Pilot Wright ............................November 1

n Martin Perlmutter ...............November 2

n Elaine Lipton .........................November 3

n Judith Cook............................November 4

n Rose May.................................November 4

n Ariel Yantovsky .....................November 4

n Judith Nishman ....................November 4

n Regina Karas .........................November 6

n Alice Jonas .............................November 7

n Marjorie Safran ....................November 8

n Ciktor Rashkes ......................November 8

n Alexandra Warshaw ...........November 9

n Anna Lotto .............................November 9

n Patricia Fingeroth ...............November 9

n Judy Seaman ...................... November 12

n Hanna Weeks ..................... November 12

n Maxine Frank ..................... November 12

n Murray Akresh ................... November 12

n Miriam Cohen .................... November 12

n Rochelle Leinwand .......... November 13

n Ken Amron .......................... November 15

n David Finck ......................... November 16

n Georgia Raser .................... November 16

n Jeffrey Leppo ..................... November 17

n Kara Thornton.................... November 17

n Ariel Weiner ........................ November 17

n Florence Winter ................. November 18

n Jonathan Denmark .......... November 21

n Judith Monachina ............ November 21

n Joyce Glaberson ............... November 22

n Michael Cohn ..................... November 23

n Hunter Wallace .................. November 25

n Nina Rone ............................ November 25

n Sigmund Tobias ................ November 26

n Carrie Wright ...................... November 27

n Frederic Rutberg .............. November 29

n Belated congratulations are in order 
to Mason Rosenthal who became a 
big brother to Gabriel Rosenthal sev-
eral months ago. A hearty mazel tov to  
parents Allison and Michael as their 
family continues to grow. We wish them 
much nachus.

n Congratulations to our nine K.I. mem-
bers who competed in and completed 
their respective legs of the Josh Billings 
Triathalon: 

Our first team “When the Schvitz Hits  
the Fan,” was composed of K.I. Presi-
dent, Richie Simons, and members Fred  
Landes and Jeff Siegel. Team number 
two included past President Jonathan 
Denmark, along with Jesse Cook Dubin, 
his brother Noah, and one of Jonathan’s 
colleagues. Also competing as part of var-
ious teams were Heidi Ferrin, Stephanie  
Ilberg-Lamm and Jenny Gitlitz. And last, 
but definitely not least, is Iron Woman, 
Lara Denmark who came in 3rd place 
out of a field of 18! The term Iron Woman 
means that she was a team of one who 
biked, paddled, and ran the entire race! 

n Ira Lieberman has had his latest book 
In Good Times Prepare for Crisis just pub-
lished.  The Brookings Institute says about 
this book, “Written by a former World 
Bank expert on debt crises, this book dis-
cusses best practices for how such crises 
can be resolved.” Mazel Tov Ira!

n Patricia & James Fingeroth
........................................................November 7

n Beth & Roger Kruvant .......November 8

n Bonnie & Richard Hyken 
..................................................... November 11

n Carol & Alan Cohen ......... November 11

n Bobbi & Michael Cohn ... November 17

n Cindy & Ed Helitzer .......... November 21

n Miriam & Saul Cohen ...... November 25

Anniversaries



From the Rabbi

KOL K.I.  •   NOVEMBER 2018   •   CHESHVAN, KISLEV 5779  n  3

KOL K.I. Publication Notes   
Editor: Susan Miller  •  Production: Liz DeMarco  •  Photo Editor: Nan Bookless  •  Printer: Aldam Press

DEADLINE: THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH  

We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion of the editoral staff, 
and may be subject to editing for clarity, facts, and length.

Bulletin material and photographs will be accepted VIA EMAIL and sent to: 
 Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com  

The Coddling of the American Mind
An exploration of free speech, “safety,” and strategies for dealing with it all
I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to engage in con-
tinuing professional devel-
opment. The conferences 
to which Knesset Israel 
sends me often introduce 
me to new ideas, both 
from the Jewish world and 
the wider worlds of philos-
ophy, management, social 
sciences and education. 
Two years ago on Rosh  
Hashana, using material 
I had learned at Jerusalem’s 
Shalom Hartman Institute the previous 
summer, I introduced the community 
to the work of Jonathan Haidt and his 
team. Their studies shed light on six ways 
people speak about morality, and how 
they differ among sectors of society. The  
research is intriguing because of the tools 
it gives us for listening to others, across 
the usual lines of difference. 

Jonathan Haidt, a social psychologist, 
and Greg Lukianoff, a first amendment 
expert, have recently collaborated on a 
new book, The Coddling of the American 
Mind: How Good Intentions and Bad Ideas 
are Setting Up a Generation for Failure. 
Available through the public library or 
any bookstore, the book is also acces-
sible via a website: thecoddling.org. I 
devoured the book over Rosh Hashana, 
and I recommend it highly. The book has 
led me to spend many evenings with  
Judith in discussion about parenting, or-

ganizational leadership, 
education, and politics 
and given us a power-
ful new lens for thinking 
through a wide variety of 
challenges. Though writ-
ten by scholars and foot-
noted extensively, the book 
is exceptionally readable. 
The authors do not take 
sides, politically, and they 
identify some of the same 
challenges on both sides 
of the political spectrum.

In accessible, clear arguments, Haidt and 
Lukianoff speak about the new environ-
ment on college campuses and beyond 
that has developed over the last five 

years. Through a combination of anec-
dotes, studies and analysis, they examine 
how American culture, especially in the 
academy, seems to be changing: turning 
away from freedom of speech towards 
a culture of ‘safety’ and becoming more 
ideologically homogenous. They posit 
a link between growing rates of anxiety, 
depression, and suicide among students 
with the sense of walking on eggshells 

that pervades many universities, from top 
to bottom. 

Haidt and Lukianoff link these trends to 
the proliferation of three concepts they 
refer to as ‘Great Untruths’. They trace 
their development through things that 
have changed in primary and secondary 
schools, as well as in parenting trends 
over the last thirty years. Each of these 
ideas is not only counter to sound princi-
ples of psychology but also in direct op-
position to the wisdom of nearly all reli-
gious traditions. Now that I am listening 
for them, I hear them all the time, espe- 
cially from younger people but also from 
others. The Kavanaugh hearings showed 
the extent to which ‘Great Untruths’ have 
also pervaded American politics. 

American culture, especially in the academy, seems to be  

changing: turning away from freedom of speech towards a culture 

of “safety” and becoming more idealogically homogenous.

Rabbi David Weiner

1. What doesn’t kill you makes  
 you weaker. 
2. Always trust your feelings. 
3. Life is a battle between good and  
 evil people.

Each of these terrible ideas invites the 
challenges that the authors raise, chal-
lenges that happen to resonate with 
Jewish experience and wisdom. Adver-
sity doesn’t necessarily damage people 
beyond repair; waves of grief and loss 
eventually subside enough that a person 
might find a new path forward. Feelings 
are emotional and not always on target. 
Just because I feel something doesn’t 
mean it is the truth; just because I did 
something doesn’t mean it was right.  
And the line between good and evil is 

continued on page 5
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From Chevra Kadisha to Cranberry Sauce
The many ways to practice ‘K.I. gratitude’

My brother-in-law, Brad Greenfield, who happens to be one 
of the three avid readers of this column (the other two shall 
remain nameless), has taught me many things. Given the 
festive observance of Succoth this fall and the upcoming 
celebration of American Thanksgiving, I would like to focus 
on a lesson that Brad illustrates by example: gratitude. In 
spite of the myriad of challenges that Brad has had to con-
front, he displays a true sense of gratitude for the blessing 
of life. He is always quick to point out that there are those 
who have less than he does; or those who have greater 
burdens than he faces. He then expresses thankfulness for 
what he has.   

Brad recognizes that gratitude is an antidote to combat feelings of jealousy, self-pity 
and resentment. It takes a conscious effort, however, to get in touch with feelings of 
gratitude. The structure of a Jewish life provides us with great assistance to experi-
ence gratitude. Daily liturgy, for example, is replete with expressions of gratefulness 
for gifts that surround us. Another tool is Judaism’s emphasis on performing acts of 
loving kindness. These actions reward us with amazing gifts. 

Here at K.I., there are tremendous opportunities for such mitzvot. For example, our 
Chevrah Kadisha is always looking for men and women to assist in the meaningful 
and spiritual work of taharah, the ritual cleansing of a body in preparation for burial.  
While this is not for everyone, those who participate in this mitzvah talk about the  
holiness that pervades the task. For those who are interested in this true act of kind-
ness, contact Nan Bookless at nan.2194@icloud.com  

This month, you can get involved in helping The Thanksgiving Angels in collecting 
and delivering cans of cranberry sauce to benefit the community kitchen operating 
out of the South Congregational Church. To get involved with that project, call Myrna 
Hammerling at the shul office.

Our K.I. Cares Committee meets the needs of congregants who require support due 
to serious illness. If interested in getting involved with this project, call the shul office.   

Our shul community stands together to express our gratitude for the many blessings 
bestowed upon us and to provide opportunities to give, share and support.  

Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving.

Richard Simons

Give the gift of cozy, warm nights!
It is disturbing that during the cold 
winter months many children in our 
community go to sleep cold, without 
the comfort of warm pajamas. To meet 
this critical need, PJ Library is running a 
community wide pajama drive. Donate 
BRAND NEW pajamas, sizes newborn to 
teen, and they will be delivered to the 
Massachusetts Department of Children 
and Families in PIttsfield. 

Drop off locations: 

n Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
196 South St., Pittsfield

n Hevreh of Southern Berkshire 
270 State St., Gt. Barrington

n Congregation Beth Israel 
53 Lois St., North Adams

Questions? Contact Susan Frisch Lehrer 
at 413-442-4360 x 14 or email: slehrer@
jewishberkshires.org

Update: 2018 High Holiday Appeal
To date we have had 139 people respond to the Annual Appeal for a total of $39,067.

If you would like to participate with the appea, it’s not too late! Just call or stop by the 
K.I. office to pick up a pledge card. 413-445-4872 • 16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our children to 
 stimulating classes and programs for adults…

• 
Lunch & Learn

Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through artistic expression 

• 
visit the calendar page at   

knessetisrael.org 
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Adult Education

not between people but inside every one 
of us, ‘through the heart of every human 
being’. Everybody has the potential to do 
right or wrong.

Though the bulk of the book focuses on 
naming, tracing and fleshing out these 
‘Great Untruths’, the authors also provide 
suggestions for techniques at home, at 
school, at college and in organizations. 
They help untangle the new concept of 
‘safety,’ which has grown from manage-
ment of physical risk to the avoidance of 
ideas a person finds disagreeable, and a 
burgeoning idea of violence that sets un-
intentional offensive speech with physical 
attack on equal footing. Addressing how 

 
to reframe wrong ideas, which often orig-
inate as feelings that are off the mark, the 
authors speak at length about the tech-
niques and uses of cognitive-behavioral 
therapy. They also challenge readers to 
seek more complicated understandings 
of others’ motivations through face-to-
face conversation and to give others the 
benefit of the doubt. Concrete sugges-
tions follow: how to deal with disagree-
ments, search for a college, discover em-
pathy and generally encourage resilience 
in self, children, students and others. Not 
everyone will be interested in the authors’ 
comments about college life, but the in-
sights translate easily to other settings.

I look forward to bringing these ideas for-
ward as we continue our studies over the 
next several months. Please consider vis-
iting the website, thecoddling.org and/or 
reading the book for yourself and sending 
along your thoughts. 

From the Rabbi  
continued from page 3

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Seth Wax
Impermanence and Emotions in Buddhism and Judaism  
Shabbat, November 17, 2018

As we approach the winter holiday season, we rec-
ognize that our multicultural, consumer-based soci-
ety and the diverse spiritual sub-communities with-
in the Berkshires express thankfulness/generosity in 
their respective ways (Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanuk-
kah, Wikkan Solstice, Advent, etc.). Being mindful of 
our differences, let us, in our Adult Education pro-
gramming indulge our interest in the “other” at this 
time.

Nearly a year ago, Jewish Chaplain at Williams Col-
lege, Rabbi Seth Wax, pushed our “Adult Ed” buttons 
with his dual expertise from having earned a Mas-
ter’s degree in Buddhist Studies from Harvard Di-
vinity School and having received ordination from 
the Hebrew College Rabbinical School in Newton.  
His topic then was “Torah and Dharma: Exploring Connections between Judaism and 
Buddhism.”

As people left the sanctuary that evening, I recall their fascination and wonder as the 
connections between Judaism and Buddhism began to be defined for us. We all felt 
the need for greater understanding of this ancient Eastern religion with its parallels 
and differences.

Enthusiastically, Rabbi Wax is delighted to regale us with Chapter Two of our inquiry 
into the two “-isms”.  This time, the talk’s title is “Impermanence and Emotions in Juda-
ism and Buddhism.” Seth has chosen two fundamental categories of Buddhism; he will 
explore how practitioners in both traditions understand the role of these fundamen-
tal ideas or human qualities. And maybe he will also explain how Buddhists observe  
Rohatsu (Bodhi Day), a seasonal holy day, every January 5.

The Shabbat service begins at 9:30 a.m. The Torah commentary section begins at 10:30. 
The service concludes around noon followed by Kiddush and lunch. We will return to 
the sanctuary with Seth about 12:40 for his provocative discussion. All are welcome.

Please call 413-445-4872, x10 to reserve for your lunch.

—Myrna Hammerling, Director of Adult Education and Programming

Rabbi Seth Wax

In her book That’s Funny, You Don’t Look Buddhist: On Being 
a Faithful Jew and a Passionate Buddhist,  author Sylvia 

Boorstein explains that her Buddhist practice has made 

her a better Jew, and that by allowing her Yiddishkeit to 

show, she has become a better Buddhist.

They help untangle the new 
concept of ‘safety,’ which has 
grown to [include] the avoid-
ance of [disagreable] ideas.
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November Calendar

EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Cemetery Committee Meeting ........................Tue., November 13 ..............................7:30 PM

K.I. Board Meeting .................................................Tue., November 14 ..............................7:30 PM

REGULAR SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday.................................. 8:45 AM & 7 PM

Tuesday ..................................................... 7 PM

Friday ................................................. 5:45 PM*

Saturday ..........................................9:30 AM &  
.......................18-33 minutes before sunset

CLASSES

Walking with Justice ..........................................Thu., November 1, 8, 15, 29.......10:45–12 PM

The Ethical Life (8th-12th grade students) ..Sat., November 3, 10, 17 ............. 8:40–9:30 AM

Hebrew School ....................................................Sat., November 3, 10, 17 ............. 9 AM–12 PM

Haggadah Insights .........................................................Sat., November 3, 10, 17 ............................................

.........................................................................Between minha and maariv times. Varies with sundown.

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) .............Tue., November 6, 13, 20, 27.... 10–11:30 AM

Israel @70—The Fourth Decade .......................Tue., November 6............................7:30–9 PM

Enhanced Prayer Study ............................................Wed., November 7, 14, 21, 28 ......10–11:30 AM

CHAI Community School (Knesset Israel) .........................................................................................

...................................................................................Wed., November 7, 14, 28......................4–6 PM

Israel @70—The Fifth Decade: Immigration ..Tue., November 27 .................................7:30 PM

CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday .............November 2 .............5:27 PM

Friday .............November 9 .............4:19 PM

Friday .............November 16 ..........4:12 PM

Friday .............November 23 ..........4:07 PM

Friday .............November 30 ..........4:03 PM

*No Shirei Shabbat in November

Saturday, November 3  ................5:15 PM

Saturday, November 10  ..............4:15 PM

Saturday, November 17  ..............4:00 PM

Saturday, November 24  ........NO Service

CEMETERY
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478 
cemetery@knessetisrael.org

DEVELOPMENT FUNDRAISING 
Bobbi Cohn ...................... 413-443-6128

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT 
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478

MEMBERSHIP 
Jan Zimbler ...................... 413-448-8443

MARKETING 
Kara Thornton ................. 413-684-2298

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Phil Coleman ................... 413-329-9224

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Sherri Buxton .................. 413-243-2709

ADMINISTRATION 
Diane Weinstein ............. 413-442-7143

PROGRAMMING 
Stuart Masters ................. 413-443-4386

RITUAL, GABBAIM, MINYAN 
Alan Metzger ................... 413-443-4217

TREASURY, FINANCE AND BUDGET 
Edwin Helitzer ................. 413-499-1202

YOUTH 
Amy Abramovich ........... 413-499-6388

Key K.I. Contacts

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

In compliance with United Conservative Synagogue guidelines,  
please refrain from conducting synagogue business via email  

and/or phone calls on Shabbat.  
Thank you!
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November Classes 
Classes taught by Rabbi Weiner
Israel @ 70—The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Decades
Our study of the reverberations and meaning of historical events con-
tinues in all its intensity. As we get closer to the present day, more of us 
have strong memories of the events that we are studying and of our own 
responses to them. Nevertheless studying material that speaks from 
many perspectives will challenge us to listen to voices with which we 
might not agree. Our reading and conversation will help us deepen our 
understanding of the ‘Israel of the living room.’ We are not looking for 
one authoritative interpretation of each event; rather we will be looking 
at literary snapshots from the family album that capture a variety of per-
spectives. Curriculum by Dr. Rachel Korazim.

The Fourth Decade: Part Three  
Tuesday, November 6 ........................................................................... 7:30–9 PM
We will explore prose and poetry representing a wide range of perspec-
tives on the Lebanon War, with a focused look at Israeli responses to Sabra 
and Shatilla.

The Fifth Decade: Immigration
Tuesday, November 27 ........................................................................ 7:30–9 PM
Israel’s fifth decade, beginning in 1988, included two massive aliyot, one 
from the Former Soviet Union and one from Ethiopia. We will read prose 
and poetry testimonials by olim looking back on their experience in all its 
complexity. 

The Fifth Decade: Intifada, Oslo, Assasination  
Tuesday, December 4 ........................................................................... 7:30–9 PM
This class will use literature to trace a variety of Israeli responses to the 
intifada, then turn to societal fissures exposed by the Oslo process and the 
assassination of Israel’s Prime Minister.

The Sixth Decade: TBD / winter or spring 

Walking with Justice 
Thursdays, November 1, 8, 15, 29 ....................................... 10:45 AM–12 PM
Using a curriculum from the American Jewish University of Los Angeles, 
this class explores a variety of facets of social justice from a Jewish perspec-
tive—text, theory and practice. 

Haggadah Insights 
Saturdays, between minha and maariv. 
November 3 ................................................................................................ 5:15 PM
November 10 ............................................................................................. 4:15 PM
November 17 ............................................................................................. 4:00 PM
Rabbi Weiner leads in-depth discussions of passages and songs from  
the Haggadah in the context of Shabbat afternoon services. 

Education

Hebrew School

Hebrew School is going strong!  We have a new blog 
sharing highlights from the classroom. You can find it 
on the K.I. website (knessetisrael.org) or directly at knes-
setisrael.org/blogs/kihebrewschool. Check in frequently 
for updates.  

Upcoming  
Families Together Events

Bake for the Thanksgiving An-
gels. On Wednesday, November 
14, CHAI and Families Together 
will join together to bake quick 
breads for the Thanksgiving 
Angels. We will gather at 5:15 p.m. in the Social Hall, 
learn about the Thanksgiving Angels, and bake banana 
bread to donate to this cause. Dinner will follow. Col-
lect overripe bananas (they freeze) and send your stu-
dents to Hebrew school with them. There is no charge 
for this program, but please RSVP to Judith at jweiner@
knessetisrael.org. For more information please contact  
Judith at the same contact information.

Make a Tallit!  After Thanksgiving we will be starting a 
Saturday evening series where we will be making beau-
tiful tallitot. Local artists will teach different techniques 
to make fabric art and we will put these together to 
make our tallitot. Each session will start with Havdallah 
and include dinner.  More details to follow.  

Save the Dates in Demember!   

Channukah Shirei Shabbat —December 7.

Families Together Wrap Party—December 16. We will 
decorate paper and wrap presents for Knesset Israel’s 
Adopt-A-Family gift drive. More details to follow.

— Judith Weiner, Director of Families Together; Hebrew 
School Administrator

Happenings: Hebrew School 
& Families Together
Blogging, Baking, Wrapping, Making

Participate! Join in the Fun!  
Make Community!
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USY Shabbaton

Knesset Israel was pleased to welcome Tzafon Region United Synagogue Youth (USY) to Pittsfield for its fall convention from  
October 11–14. Students from grades 5 through 12 were represented along with staff, with over 40 particiapants taking part in the 
convention as well as K.I. services. K.I. families graciously hosted USYers in their homes during the weekend. A wonderful time was 
had by all, and the rafters rang with their joyous songs.

The Tzafon Region of USY offers students the opportunity to immerse themselves in various Jewish and social activities while form-
ing friendships that will last a lifetime. Tzafon serves grades 5-8 with Kadima and 9-12 with USY throughout upstate New York, west-
ern Massachusetts and southern Vermont. Regionally, USYers enjoy and grow religiously through numerous conventions, week-
long summer encampment, Tikun Olam events, special programs and more.

Ruach & Relationships
Tzafon Region of USY convenes at K.I.
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by Phil Coleman, 
 Chairman K.I. Music Committee

Hello Readers: Check out this from the multitalented and and 
extraordinary Jane Rosen. Read on!

Hi Jane, great that I have a chance to finally sit down with you 
for my Spotlight On column. We have a lot of talented musi-
cians at K.I.! I will ask you first about your musical training, with 
whom you studied, and what kind of music you heard growing 
up.  

Jane: I grew up in Oklahoma City, youngest of three children 
of my banker father and kindergarten-teaching mother. When 
I was 3, my mother went back to work and left me with my 
grandmother who was a piano teacher. I watched her teach 
with great interest, and when the students and their parents 
left, I went to a piano and tried to copy what I had seen her 
students do. She often played two-piano duets with me.

At age 10, my parents found a teacher of more advanced stu-
dents. By high school, I was studying with a professor of piano 
at Oklahoma City University. With the guidance of these teach-
ers, I competed in local, state, and multi-state competitions. At 
the same time, I was part of the high school chorus and a pop-
ular trio ensemble in which I sang the middle voice. I was the 
accompanist as often as I was the singer.

After my first year of college, I discovered that I didn’t want to 
spend the rest of my life in a practice room, and gave up my 
serious study of piano performance. I continued to play for my 
own amusement, including chamber music with fellow musi-
cians on the piano, violin, viola, cello, clarinet, flute, and trom-
bone. Soon the demands of my career and family life limited 
my music-making for several decades.  

During the 25 years I lived in Chicago, I loved listening to live 
blues, jazz, and folk music in many small neighborhood clubs 
in and around Lincoln Park where I lived. I spent hours listening 
to recordings of John Coltrane, Miles Davis, Coleman Hawkins, 
Chet Baker, and other jazz giants, moving far beyond the classi-
cal music traditions of my childhood.

Musical Musings 
Spotlight on Jane Rosen

Tell me about some of the projects and services you perform 
with at K.I., including Shirei Shabbat.

Jane: I rediscovered music after my conversion to Juda-
ism in 1986 in my work with Cantors Abe Lubin and Alberto  
Mizrachi at the Anshe Emet synagogue I attended in Chicago. I 
first learned the High Holiday liturgy by singing in Anshe Emet’s 
professional choir. 

My husband and I moved to Pittsfield in 2007 to be near our 
daughter. I was delighted to find Knesset Israel, a conserva-
tive congregation similar to Anshe Emet in Chicago. One day  
Michael Ende asked me if I wanted to chant a haftarah. I ac-
cepted the challenge, learned it, performed it, and have repeat-
ed that haftarah four times now. After that first appearance, I 
have been asked to lead Shabbat and Festival torah services,  
Shacharit, Musaf, chant other haftarot, and chant Eicha on  
Tisha b’Av. I enjoy harmonizing with the tunes we use in worship, 
especially with my frequent singing partner Laura Rosenthal.

In 2011, I joined the K.I. group in a tour of Israel, led by Rab-
bi Weiner. During that trip, Rabbi Weiner asked me to consid-
er davening the Shacharit service for Rosh Hashanah. I have 
since repeated that service six times, each year becoming more 
fluent in the Hebrew, better able to understand the meaning 
of the day and the holiday prayers, and better able to use my 
voice in delivering it. I deeply appreciate the voice coaching 
provided by Sherri James Buxton, and Rabbi Weiner’s guidance 
in understanding the structure and significance of the service.

I had the privilege of studying with cantorial student Sarah 
Levine who visited our synagogue often. On each visit, she  
tutored several of us individually, and worked with a dozen or 
so leaders as a group. From Sarah, I learned many secrets of 

continued on page 10
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Jane Rosen

cantorial performance and a new standard 
for davening Shacharit and Musaf.

For several years, I have been in the rotation 
of female singers with the Shirei Shabbat 
band.  It is a great pleasure for me to join my 
voice with this group in a unique form of Fri-
day night worship.

What kind of music and groups do you lis-
ten to now?

Jane: Since I began studying caberet per-
formance with Sherri in 2012, I have worked 
to expand my knowledge of the American 
Songbook. I listen to many female vocalists, 
including Ella, Sarah, and Billie, Diana Krall, 
Norah Jones, Madeleine Peyroux, Melody  

Gardot, Stacey Kent, Jane Monheit, Eva Cassidy, and others. I fill my head with jazz 
piano from Bill Evans, Red Garland, Oscar Peterson, Dave Brubeck, and my teacher Bob 
Shepherd. I also like to listen to my grandson Marty Ascher who plays lead guitar and 
sings rock and roll, recently dropping his first EP.  

How do you connect music to your religious worship and practice?

Jane: My cantor and teacher Abe Lubin in Chicago told me once that some messages 
come only through music. The more I engage with the music of the various services, 
the more they hold my interest. I treasure traditional tunes and also welcome new 
ones. Hearing and singing the same words with different tunes helps me to expand 
the meaning of the words.

Recently Laura Rosenthal and I did a presentation for the Rosh Chodesh group about 
ancient and modern Jewish music, illustrated with several tunes for the 150th Psalm 
which is repeated every day in our liturgy. I think everyone’s connection to this psalm 
was enhanced by studying the text, hearing it repeated in a variety of musical settings, 
and singing along. The text informs the music and the music supports the text. I would 
like to do more teaching like this.

Can we do any more at K.I. to enhance the musical experience for our members?

Jane: We have immense musical talent at K.I. There are many ways the congregation 
can support the development of our musical experiences. Sherri is a master coach, and 
our service leaders are so fortunate to have access to her services. I hope that these 
institutional resources will continue and expand.

Laura and I continue to develop new multi-voice arrangements.  Steven Skoblow, Mark 
Snowise, and I combined our voices to celebrate the accomplishments of Len Schiller. 
Lots of blending of voices happens at Shirei Shabbat. Last season the four b’not mitz-
vah young women used the melody and rhythm of the “cup song” to present Adon 
Olam. I would like to see more people come forward to create musical moments for 
our worship, rehearse them, and present them to the congregation. 

 

together.
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synagogues were ransacked, pillaged, 
and burned. Ninety-five synagogues 
were burned in Vienna alone. Seven 
thousand Jewish businesses were de-
stroyed. Ninety-one Jews were killed in 
these attacks. Over 30,000 were arrested 
and in turn, sent to concentration camps.  
These people were arrested simply for 
being Jewish. These attacks left the 
towns, communities, and streets cov-
ered with shattered, broken glass from 
the windows of Jewish homes, buildings, 
synagogues, and stores. The night would 
come to be known as “The Night of  
Broken Glass” or Kristallnacht.

I remember this night well: the 9th of 
November, all the temples were set afire, 
and Jewish homes were invaded by Nazis 
in uniform that came to search for arms 
and belongings. They came to us —we 
recognized the faces—neighbors of ours. 
It was very scary. Many men were arrest-
ed and taken away. SA men came into our 
home and pushed my whole family into 
one room. My family owned a very big 
apartment which also housed the offices 
for my father’s business. There were three 
dentists, my father and two of his cous-
ins, who utilized a floor of the building. 
We were ransacked. I can clearly remem-
ber that these men were not strangers or 
officers, but rather neighbors, business-
men, supposed members of the commu-
nity, dressed now in their Nazi uniforms. 
They went through our entire apartment, 
looking for things, searching for guns, 
and destroying whatever they could. The 
strange thing that I realize now is that 
this was the most interaction that I ever 
had with our neighbors, watching them 
walking around our apartment, trying 
to take whatever they could—whatever 
they wanted. When they were finished 
looking for what they were looking for—
arms, that is—the men began to throw 
things out of our windows. My father was 
lucky but surely shaken. The baker in the 

next house told my father to give him the 
keys to the car.  The baker simply stole 
the car and drove it to his own house. We, 
the whole family, watched in horror.

After Kristallnacht, the Nuremberg laws 
became more severe and restrictive.  
Curfews had already been set in place 
before, but they were stricter now. Jew-
ish children were barred from entering 
public playgrounds, swimming pools, 
museums, and public schools. Business-
es were restricted and segregated. These 
laws not only changed business practices 
for my family—they changed everything. 
I could no longer play in the park. A child-
hood friend  with whom I often played 
turned away from me and refused to 
play; this friend was now sporting a uni-
form for the Hitler youth.

Even our seemingly simple daily routines 
changed.  Before this, my mother would 
often send me out to buy cold-cuts for 
dinner. Then, we would eat a big dinner 
and have left-overs for supper. This was 
routine for my family. One day, I went to 
shop at the same store I always went to, 
but the experience would be quite differ-
ent. Two young men, no older than sev-

enteen, were there and noticed me. They 
stuck something on my back. I didn’t say 
anything, bought what I needed, and 
came home. When I returned home, my 
mother asked what was on my back.  The 
sheet read, “The Aryan Pig is shopping 
in a Jewish Store.” It turns out that these 
two men thought I was a Christian per-
son shopping in a Jewish store. It was 
considered a crime for an Aryan person 
to do any sort of business with Jews. My 
mother was quite upset at this. 

With the limitations, restrictions, and 
curfews, I was more annoyed than afraid. 
I could not go back to the park or sit on 
a bench. I could not go ice skating. I was 
no longer able to swim, even though I 
loved swimming. The changes happened 
so quickly and in such an organized 
way. Many of my friends were planning 
to leave, but my father did not want to 
leave. My family was not a practicing 
family; my father did not believe in reli-
gion and therefore thought he and his 
family would be fine. I believe that this 
would be his biggest mistake.  

Years later, I still remember learning 
for the first time about the events in  
Vienna after I left. I remember writing 
to my parents when I was away to try to 
learn about what was happening, but of 
course, as with everything else, these let-
ters were censored and sorted. Nazis read 
and scanned all mail, wanting to know 
everything that people were writing. This 
kept me in the dark about the experienc-
es my family faced after my departure.

On February 22, 1939, at the age of four-
teen, I left on the Kindertransport (to Ant-
werp), never to see my family again.

Memories of Kristallnacht 
continued from page 1

KOL K.I.
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Headstone Cleaning 2.0
Beautiful results and acts of kindness

The Knesset Israel Cemetery Committee facilitated its second successful cemetery 
headstone cleaning in October. A discounted price of $65. for each stone is charged 
when we total a minimum of 25 stones. The required number of stones was reached, 
thanks in part to donations by generous souls for four extra stones. 

Members should watch for an announcement about our third discount headstone 
cleaning. Please let friends and relatives who are not K.I. members, and/or  live out-
side the area, know about it. We will start taking orders during January and hope to 
have a minimum 25 for a spring cleaning.

An example of before and after. Kudos to our contractor!

A New Way to  
Support K.I.
Advertise / Underwrite in Kol K.I.

A few years ago the Knesset Israel Mar-
keting Committee explored the need for 
a printed bulletin. In response, members 
strongly let us know they want and val-
ue this publication. The committee has 
worked to develop an attractive, user 
friendly design, as well as making sure 
the content is interesting, relevant, and 
timely. We believe KOL K.I. is an import-
ant way to keep members connected 
with Knesset Israel and other members 
and has proven a great recruitment piece 
for new members.

Producing a publication has costs at-
tached, and as you know costs for ev-
erything go up. We noticed that other 
community bulletins accept advertising 
and thought it would be a good idea to 
help offset production costs with some 
incoming revenue in support of Knesset 
Israel. Not to mention that the bulletin 
offers a great way for supporters/busi-
nesses to communicate with members. 

If you have a business or profession you 
would like to promote OR if you simply 
wish to underwrite the bulletin and print 
a personal message, take a look at page 
13. We worked to keep the rates low 
while still offering a great sized space.

To suggest some outside businesses we 
should approach, or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Kara Thornton at  413-
441-4276 or thorntonkara1@gmail.com.

We are pleased to say a few spaces have 
already been reserved! Thank you for 
your consideration! 

—Kara Thornton,  
     Chair, Marketing Committee



   A new way to support Knesset Israel… 

Advertise in / Underwrite “Kol K.I.” 

Submission of this order authorizes Knesset Israel to place an advertisement in the above-mentioned publication for the cost indicated 
and requires you to pay for the advertisement at the rate set forth above by materials deadline. Materials for this publication are due on 
the date indicated above. Advertiser agrees to pick-up of previous materials if new ad materials are not received by the materials due date. 
The advertiser is responsible for ensuring that files are prepared correctly. Advertisers assume all responsibility for the content of their 
advertisements, including all claims made. Knesset Israel reserves the right to refuse any advertising.
 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!
Simply fill out the form below & submit with your payment by the deadlines above. 

Business______________________________________  Contact Person _____________________________________

Phone________________________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________ 

Please reserve a ________size ad in 10 issues of  “KOL K.I.” the Knesset Israel Bulletin—Total Cost $_____________

Payment Method—You will be invoiced, or call Diana Macfarlane at 413.445.4872, x10 with credit card information..

AD SIZES  •  ONE LOW ANNUAL FEE  /  Kol K.I. is 8.5”w x 11”h with no bleeds 
                          All ads are printed in black, white. 

1/8th page H.............3.65” w x 2.3”h...........$350 /10 issues......only $35/issue

1/4th page V.............3.65”w x 5.275”h.......$700 /10 issues......only $70/issue

1/2 page H.................8”w x 5.375”h.............$1400 /10 issues.....only $140 /issue

UNDERWRITERS:  Use your purchased space to write a message to honor, memorial-
ize, or just send greatings to your fellow members, Your space/your message!

QUESTIONS?  please call or email Kara Thornton at  4134414276   or  thorntonkara1@gmail.com

As a K.I. member, your “KOL K.I.” bulletin is delivered directly to 
your home ten times a year. We are excited to let you know that 
we are now offering ways for your message to appear in all ten 
issues of the bulletin in either an ad or an underwriter message.

Your ad or message will reach 370 fellow engaged members (and 
prospective members) and help defray the costs of producing 
this high-quality publication. Kol K.I. is professionally designed,  
containing timely articles of interest, information about fellow 
members and upcoming events. For one low annual price, your 
ad will appear on attractively designed, dedicated pages in all 

ten issues, beginning in February 2019. You will also receive added exposure on the 
much visited website knessetisrael.org where the bulletin is posted each month.

 DEADLINES: SPACE RESERVATION 12/15/18  •  AD MATERIALS  01/07/19
ARTWORK SPECS—300 dpi pdf, tif, or high reesolution jpeg. NO WORD documents.
Or submit a business card and our designers will design a one time ad for you.  

TERMS—You will be invoiced. We can accommodate spreading payments over 10 months
                          with credit card on file. See payment method below. Ads will not be printed unless payment is received. 
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Israel at 70

4

6

Israel. 70 Years—70 Achievements. 
Statehood, culture, social progress, medicine, technology, women, education, and more

April 19, 2018 marked the 70th anniver-
sary of the State of Israel, and while its 
achievements are innumerable, many 
articles are trying to do just that. Each 
month for seven months, Kol K.I. is high-
lighting (in no particular order) Israel’s ac-
complishments—from the sublime and 
world changing to the small but import-
ant. The list is from the website: webelie 
veinisrael.org.uk. (1–10 appeared in the 
May 2018 issue; 11–20 in June; 21-31 in 
July/August; 32-50 in October). 

52. A Jewish State. Israel, the only Jew-
ish state, is open to all Jews. It serves as 
a lifeboat state for Jews from around the 
world. It provided refuge for many Euro-
pean Jews after the Holocaust, with 25% 
of the population in the 1960s being  
Holocaust survivors. If the Jewish people 
had had a state of their own in the 1930s, 
many more Jews would have been saved 
from the Holocaust.

53. Culture. Israeli TV shows have had 
phenomenal global success. Hit show, 
Fauda, was voted the best internation-
al show of 2017 by the New York Times.
Hatufim (Prisoners of War) was re-adapt-
ed to create Homeland, which won the 
Golden Globe Award for Best Television 
Series Drama, in 2011 and 2012.

54. Social Progress. The Israeli Kibbutz 
is the most long-lived and successful 
example of collective social living. At its 

peak, in 1989, 129,000 people lived on 
Kibbutzim. There are currently 270 Kib-
butzim in Israel.

55. Technology. Israel leads the world in 
the number of scientists and technicians 
in the workforce, with 145 per 10,000, as 
opposed to 85 in the US, over 70 in Ja-
pan, and less than 60 in Germany

56. Technology. Israel produces more 
scientific papers per capita than any oth-
er nation with 109 per 10,000 people. 

56. Medicine. The SniffPhone, a smart-
phone, used to sniff out lung cancer, was 
developed by Israeli Professor Hossam 
Haick. SniffPhone encompasses Haick’s 
‘NaNose’ which is a breathalyser test 
recognising certain types of cancer and 
disease.

57. Defense. The Iron Dome missile de-
fense system shoots down enemy mis-
siles in mid-flight. The Iron Dome was 
first used in 2011 to protect Israeli civil-
ians from Hamas missiles.

58. Women. Golda Meir was Prime Min-
ister of Israel. She was only the third 
female leader in the world in modern 
times when elected Prime Minister of Is-
rael in 1969.

59. Fun. Israeli, Ephraim Hertzano, cre-
ated world famous game Rummikub.
Making the first sets by hand, Hertzano 
would sell Rummikub door-to-door and 
to small shops. It soon became Israel’s 
number 1 export game and in 1977 a 
bestselling game in America.

60. Green. Israel is the world leader in 
desalination of water. Through desali-
nation, Israel has turned its limited wa-
ter supply into a water surplus and is 
helping others too including America, 
China and India. Israeli company IDE has 
helped develop 400 desalination plants 
in 40 countries, and was ranked the 
world’s 19th smartest company in 2016 
by MIT Technology Review.

Watch for the last 10 achievements  
from this list  in KOL K.I.’s  December/ 
January issue.

The Iron Dome defense system.

A phone that smells cancer.
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Yahrzeits • November 2018 • Heshvan/Kislev 5779

What soap is  
for the body, tears 

are for the soul. 
   - Jewish Proverb

Jewish Blessing of the Mourners 
Those who are worn out and crushed by this mourning, 

 let your hearts consider this:
This is the path that has existed from the time of creation and will exist forever.

Many have drunk from it and many will yet drink.
As was the first meal, so shall be the last.

May the master of comfort comfort you. Blessed are those who comforts the mourners.

11/1- 23 HESHVAN

Bessie Morgenstein  
Edith Marks  
Harriette Leeper  
Rosalyn Suskind  
Sally Lenhoff 

11/2 - 24 HESHVAN

Carrie Hyman  
Harry Buckheim  
Isadore Green  
Samuel Cutler 

11/3 - 25 HESHVAN

Esther E. Altman  
Esther Skoletsky  
Herbert Fishman  
Ruth Katz  
Shirley Zuckerman 
     Everhart 

11/4 - 26 HESHVAN

Philip Katzman 

11/5 - 27 HESHVAN

Abraham Rosen  
Debra de Rothschild  
Dorothy Silverman  
Harry Freadman  
Murray Levine  
Samuel Lipschitz  
Sarah Skoletsky  
Sidney Bassen  
Sylvia Bender 

11/7 - 29 HESHVAN

Arthur Stein  
Feyga Kirshteyn  
Sheila Goodwin  
     Feigenbaum 

11/8 - 30 HESHVAN

Sarah F. Cohen 

11/9 - 1 KISLEV

Gussie Selkowitz 
Rachel S. Harris  
Sam Rothstein  
Violet Adelman 

11/10 - 2 KISLEV

Carl Mass  
Frances B. Schiller  
Herbert Pomerantz  
Mary Solomon Rose  
Rose Silinsky Cook  
Rose Silinsky Cook  
Thomas Samuels  
Tillie I. Robbins 

11/11 - 3 KISLEV

Eddie Sam Golos  
Lee Bell  
Oscar Lanzer  
Pearl Curran  
Sarah Lubin 

11/12 - 4 KISLEV

David Krancer  
Jacob Bakst  
Janice Whitcomb 

11/13 - 5 KISLEV

Barbara Goldin  
David Carr  
Emma A. Simonson  
Kayla Levine  
Nathan Weltman  
Ruth Lipton  
Sophie Stein  
Yale Garber 

11/14 - 6 KISLEV

Dr. Morris Geller  
Sheila R. Gitlitz 

11/15 - 7 KISLEV

Frances Abramson  
Hazel Weinberger  
Leslie Gelber  
Michael Klein  
Morris Rothberg  
Robert Kerbel  
Samuel Brecher 

11/16 - 8 KISLEV

Isaac Cohen  
Ruth Weinberg Finck 

11/17 - 9 KISLEV

Anna Goldblum  
David Margolin  
Joseph Binder 

11/18 - 10 KISLEV

Albert Finck  
Bessie Fleischmann  
Dora Plotsky  
Florence Tirrell  
Israel Cutler  
Lena Klein Meirowitz  
Robert C. Marmorek 

11/19/ - 11 KISLEV

Alan Rosen  
Anne Weller Chesney  
Lena Raphan 

11/20 - 12 KISLEV

Bella Rife  
Martha Goldstein 

11/21- 13 KISLEV

Charles Kobritz  
Jeffrey Mark  
     Seelefreund  
Morris Landa  
Sarah Pinsky 

11/22 - 14 KISLEV

Brian Kriger  
Edward Drosnin  
Jean Mandel  
Lillian Greenberg  
Rachel Smith  
Samuel Geller  
Sarah Baron Kolodkin 

11/23/ - 15 KISLEV

Beate Voremberg  
Henry Lippman  
Isidor Rosner  
Max Freadman 

11/24 - 16 KISLEV

Etta Lurie  
Jack Novick  
Morton Goldberg  
Munish Samuels  
Nathan G. Samek  
Raymond Weeks 

11/25 - 17 KISLEV

Harry Kahn  
Kenneth Loveman  
Louis Fishelson 

11/26 - 18 KISLEV

Annie Shainblum  
Morton Schiff  
Peter Selkowitz  
Ruth Lubin 

11/27 - 19 KISLEV

Arthur Adelman  
Bernice Ortenberg  
Helen Maislen  
Jacob Penziner  
Philmore Schiff  
Stewart Wilansky 

11/28 - 20 KISLEV

David Meirowitz  
Dorothy Lotto  
Dr. Monroe Lefkowitz  
Esther Samel  
Morris Leavitt 

11/29 - 21 KISLEV

Hyman Shindler  
Jeanette Rosenthal  
Molly Boxer  
Rebecca Schlichter  
Samuel K. Jaffe  
Sidney Jaffe  
Sol Sutter 

11/30 - 22 KISLEV

Anne Kirsch  
Esther Weiss  
Stanley Joseph Cohen 
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In memory of Diane Anderson
In memory of Shirley Kravitz

Myrna and Elie Hammerling

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA STEIN  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Joyce Stein

Mark Lipton, Valerie Allard  
and Claire Lipton Zimmers

CEMETERY FUND 
In memory of Yakov Blyankman

Nelia Blyankman

In memory of Jerold Spitz
     Lauren Spitz

CEMETERY GATE FUND 
In honor of the cemetery committee 
who was so helpful and did a great job.

Norman Moskowitz

In memory of Samuel J. Pill
Theresa Pill

In memory of Diane Anderson
Don and Phoebe Sugarman

MAX AND HINDA FISHELSON  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Hinda Fishelson

Laura and John Frankenthaler

FLOWER FUND 
In memory of Esther Markowitz

Robert Markowitz

GENERAL FUND 
Roslyn Weiss

In memory of Kenneth Spungen
In memory of Norma Spungen

Elisa Spungen Bildner  
and Robert Bildner

In memory of Ephraim Leibowitz
    Myrna and Elie Hammerling

In honor of Rabbi Yaakov and Nina 
Rone on the occasion of their special 
birthdays!

    Judith Kelman and Peter Scardino

With thanks for an Aliyah
Alice and Norman Klein

In honor of Ed and Roz Kolodny’s 
60th wedding anniversary
In honor of Margo Golos’s special 
birthday
In honor of Michael Geller on the 
occasion of his 80th birthday!
In honor of the publication of a new 
book by Ira Lieberman
In memory of Diane Anderson

Nan and Allan Lipton

In honor of Nan Lipton’s big birthday
Sarah Lipton

With gratitude
Albert Martin

With gratitude
Anonymous

In memory of Asher Prives
In memory of Bonnie Prives

Joel and Loretta Prives

In memory of Leon Reingold
In memory of Rose Reingold

Myra and Larry Promisel

In memory of Sherry Sukel
Brad and Syrene Robbins

MARCIE GREENFIELD SIMONS  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Ephraim Leibowitz

Marcie and Richard Simons

    
HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
In memory of Rita and Sol Toscher and 
their dedication to the education of 
synagogue 

Jeanne Hirshberg and Mark Alimansky

In memory of Sherry Sukel
The Karlin Family

In honor of the marriage of Neal and 
Stephanie Schriebman

Helene Leavitt

KIDDUSH FUND 

Tanya and Arnold Mazurenko

In memory of Lisa Marcus
Yvette Bastow

In memory of Diane Anderson
In memory of Trudy Moskowitz

Diana Geller and Andy Geller

In memory of Diane Anderson
In memory of Ellen Masters for receiving 
the 2018 BIO Micah Award

Jan Caryl Kaufman

In memory of Jack Coleman
Brenda and Fred Landes

In memory of Diane Anderson
Ellen and Stuart Masters

  In honor of Carole Siegel
Susan Miller 
Roslyn Weiss

JACOB AND LILLIAN KLEIN  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Joseph Klein

Elaine Epstein

PAST K.I. PRESIDENTS 
 In honor of Jeff Cook, Len Schiller, 
 and Ed Udel

Gary and Arlene Schiff 
Ed and Cindy Helitzer 
Carole Siegel 
Laura Rosenthal 
Michael and Susan Albert 

Funds & Endowments

Knesset Israel 
Statement of Purpose

Welcome.
 

We are here to nourish mind,  
heart, and soul.

 

We are here to inspire through  
word and deed.

 

We are here to accompany  
each other on life’s journey. 

 

We are here to celebrate  
in community.

 

We are here to bring life  
to the wisdom and values of Torah.

 

We are here to transform  
our world.
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Bobbi and Mike Cohn 
Rabbi Jan Kaufman 
Nan and Allan Lipton 
Jan and Harvey Zimbler 
Judy and Jeff Cook 
Elisa and Mark Snowise

ELLEN MASTERS ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Ellen Masters for receiving 
the 2018 BIO Micah Award

Mark Lipton, PhD and  
Claire Lipton Zimmers 

PRAYER BOOK DONATIONS
In memory of Ken Amron’s parents,

Rhoda and Richard Amron 
Miriam and Jerry Seelenfreund 

In honor of Elaine Epstein’s  
special birthday

Molly Novick and Susan Zuckerman

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Diane Anderson

Amy Abramovich

Get well wishes for 
Jan Zimbler “Hip Hip Hooray!”

Maxine Bookless

In memory of Joanne Epstein
Susan Geller

In memory of Joshua Weinstein
Amy Herman

In honor of Judy Seaman’s 
new grandchild
In memory of Myron Woller
In memory of Trudy Moskowitz

Brenda and Fred Landes

In memory of Ron Mandler
Barbara Mandler

In memory of Lina Mestechkina
In memory of Matvej Mestechkin
In memory of Yulia Chernova

Viktor Rashkes

In memory of Lester Johnson
Jane Rosen

In memory of Sol Raphan
Bob and Roz Rosenblatt

Please support Knesset Israel’s Minyan Services

In memory of Trudy Moskowitz
Naomi Schwartz

In memory of Florence Rose Frankel
Marilyn Simons

In memory of Julius Lubin
Ruth, Robert, Nicole, Alyssa Waldheim

In memory of Claudia Coplan’s mother 
and father
In memory of Diane Anderson
In memory of Leona Esposito

Diane Weinstein

JOSEPH AND PAULINE SIEGEL 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Norma Siegel

The Karlin Family 

SPECIAL UNDERWRITING  
of  the band at Simhat Torah dinner 
10/0/18

Brenda and Fred Landes 
Laura Rosenthal 
Robin Fleet and Phil Coleman

Honor or remember  
a friend or loved one with  

a donation to the  
Bima Flower Fund.

• 

Call Naomi Schwartz at 

413-841-0006

Minimum donation to funds is $5. 
Endowment fund minimum is $10. 
We welcome contributions in any 

amount. Contributions of less than 
$5 not publicized.

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

Share your joy!  
We want to kvell with  you! 
Let us know about all of your  
nachas—big or small.  

Submit them to Susan Miller  
at sunpath2@gmail.com for our 
member mitzvahs, mazel tovs, 
and milestones page.

Photos welcome! 
(Send large or actual size, high resolution digital 
images to Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com 
or Nan Bookless at nandesign2.0@gmail.com.)

Funds & Endowments
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