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From Candle to Candle
B’nai Mitzvah class learns to lead Shabbat services —by Elisa Snowise, B’Nai Mitzvah teacher/coordinator

The light from candles, so important in 
our Jewish life, is symbolic of our curricu-
lum goals for our B’nai mitzvah students. 
From the Shabbat candles on Friday 
night to the Havdalah candle on Satur-
day night, the B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat 
Service curriculum includes all of what is 
in between those two candles. 

We swell with pride when our education-
al program at K.I. is incorporated into the 
Jewish life of so many students who lead 
our congregation with skill and confi-
dence. All the students share their teach-

ings with poise and personality. Our true 
measure of success is that after complet-
ing the B’nai Mitzvah year, many stu-
dents continue to participate in Shabbat 
services, help out in our Hebrew School 
classrooms on Saturday mornings and 
become B’nai Mitzvah tutors themselves.  
The student becomes a teacher.

When they have completed our educa-
tional program, they will have had expo-
sure to all parts of the Shabbat services.  
They will have the opportunity to lead 
the prayers of their choice including continued on page 5

B’nai Mitzvah participants Maya Kaufman, Rose Sutter, Allison Lamm & Georgia Raser

Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv on Fri-
day night and all parts of the Saturday 
morning service. This, of course, includes 
reading Torah and Haftorah. As a spe-
cial marker before their actual Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah, students are invited to take an 
Aliyah during the Saturday afternoon 
Mincha/Ma’ariv service to celebrate their 
13th birthday. Their educational journey 
begins when they turn 12 years old.

Before that last intensive year of prepa-
ration, Junior Congregation participa-
tion is an essential preparation for B;nai 
Mitzvah. Hebrew language instruction 
begins early. They learn first and then try 
their Hebrew out during Saturday morn-
ing services and leading a congregation 
of their family and friends. Fifth grade 
introduces Torah Trope and the oppor-
tunity to prepare a three sentence Torah 
reading for Junior Congregation.  

When the students begin 7th grade, they 
have experienced Torah reading from 
the Scroll and large parts of our Shabbat  
services. They are prepared for the B’nai 
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n  Judith Nishman ...................November 4
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n  Viktor Rashkes .....................November 8

n  Marjorie Safran ...................November 8

n  Patricia Fingeroth...............November 9

n  Alexandra Warshaw ..........November 9

n  Murray Akresh .................. November 12

n  Miram Cohen..................... November 12

n  Maxine Frank .................... November 12

n  Judy Seaman ..................... November 12
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n  Ruth Cohen ........................ November 18

n  Florence Winter ................ November 18

n  Jonathan Denmark ......... November 21
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Celebrate!
Spread the joy!  

Send the KOL K.I editor news  
of births, awards, celebrations, 
and milestones to share with 

your community…

n  Kara Thornton, Chairperson of the 
K.I. Marketing Committee, is happy to 
announce that K.I. member Nan Book-
less and her business partner Liz De-
Marco have been awarded an American 
Graphic Design Award Certificate of  
Excellence for the design of the KOL K.I. 
bulletin from Graphic Design USA. This 
highly prestigious, national competition 
honors outstanding work of all kinds, 
across all media. Nan and Liz (aka Book-
Marc Creative) are the creative team be-
hind Knesset Israel’s 2016/2017 rebrand-
ing effort.

n  K.I. has some amazing athletes. Our 
two iron women, Lara Denmark (team 
name “Iron Mom” ) and Jenny Gitlitz 
(team name “Iron Woman”) both came in 
fourth in their respective categories. This 
is quite an accomplishment!

Our men’s teams, Jeff Siegel, Richie Si-
mons and Fred Landes, of “When the 
Schvitz Hits the Fan,” as well as Jonathan 
Denmark and Jesse Cook-Dubin, did 
themselves and us proud.
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From the Rabbi

Rabbi David Weiner

As of its September meet-
ing, the board of directors  
discussed how to begin the 
process of renewing Dark-
einu — Our Path Forward, 
Knesset Israel’s strategic 
plan. Our previous plan, 
which we worked on during 
the winter and spring of 
2010, served us well for 
many years, helping us set 
goals and complete im-
portant projects. It guided 
us to make changes: alter-
ing the Hebrew School sched-
ule and curriculum; opening the mem-
bership rolls and cemetery to k’rovei 
yisrael —non-Jewish relatives of Jewish 
members of the congregation; renewing 
the bar/bat mitzvah program; integrating 
teenagers into Shabbat programming;  
following through on renovations of the 
chapel and sanctuary; improving acces-
sibility; building partnerships with other 
organizations in the Jewish community 
and in the neighborhood; strengthen-
ing our relationship with Camp Ramah; 
finding ways to be more welcoming to 
members and guests alike. However, it is 
time to return to the table, check in with 
each other and update our understand-
ing of what our synagogue is, what its 
focus should be, where we are heading 
and why.

Revisiting Darkeinu—Our Path Forward
Community conversations about K.I.’s focus, goals, and strategies

KOL K.I. publication notes 
 Editor: Susan Miller  •  Production: Liz DeMarco  •  Photo Editor: Nan Bookless  •  Printer: Aldam Press

DEADLINE: THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH  
Copy will not be accepted after that date to ensure our publication date. 

Bulletin material and photographs will be accepted VIA EMAIL ONLY and sent to:  
Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com 

Over the next few 
months, we will be con-
vening discussions about 
synagogue life and, more 
broadly, about Jewish life 
in the Berkshires today. 
The process is meant to 
focus on people — who 
we are, in all our diversity, 
what we are looking for 
and how Knesset Israel 
can help us live meaning-
ful, transformative Jewish 
lives.

Our first area of focus will be families 
— loosely defined as households that 
include children of any age at home. 
Educating the next generation is at the 
core of why Knesset Israel exists, and so 
we have always invested significant re-
sources in Hebrew School, summer camp 
scholarships and programming for teen-
agers. Our congregation’s largest fund-
raiser, the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival, 
generously subsidizes Hebrew School 
tuitions, as does our partner, the Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires. Howev-
er, there are many ways to educate the 
next generation in their Judaism, and 
many choices to make along the way. So 
it is important that we continue to ask  
fundamental questions: Who are the Jew-
ish families of the Berkshires that have  
affiliated with Knesset Israel? Who are 

the Jewish families of the Berkshires that 
have chosen not to affiliate with a con-
gregation yet? What are today’s parents 
looking for in the context of their Juda-
ism? In a synagogue? What are the ingre-
dients that would welcome, engage and 
excite the families in the community?

Jonathan Denmark, Marcie Greenfield 
Simons (vice-president for youth and ed-
ucation) and I are inviting families to join 
us for a conversation on Sunday morning,  
November 19, at 10 a.m. Current mem-
bers who are a part of this demographic 
group, as well as non-members, are wel-
come. Babysitting will be provided.

I look forward to learning from this con-
versation and from those that follow 
over the next few months. Proceeding 
thoughtfully, we will continue to learn, 
grow and inspire together.

Invitation:  
Family & Youth  
Outreach Meeting

Come together to discuss what 
today’s Jewish families of the Berk-
shires are looking for in their reli-
gious/spiritual lives and congrega-
tion. This conversation will shape 
Knesset Israel’s programming and 
focus as we continue to build com-
munity together.

November 19, 2017 • 10 a.m. 
Childcare provided. (please rsvp)

O
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Following an action-packed 
summer filled with incred-
ible programming, and an 
inspiring High Holiday sea-
son, one might think that 
activities at KI quiet down 
in November.  Not so much. 
The action at K.I. continues.

K.I. Coffeehouse — The K.I. 
Coffeehouse returns No-
vember 12. It’s been over 
eight years since we wel-
comed Rabbi Weiner and his family at 
the first K.I. Coffeehouse. Please check 
out the unique line-up of talent as your 
fellow congregants entertain through 
music and voice.

Jonathan Denmark

Never a Dull Moment at Knesset Israel
Music, study, and more!

September Board Meeting Highlights

Programming: Myrna Hammerling 
spoke about the upcoming programs 
in September and October. She also 
reminded us to SAVE THE DATE for the 
K.I. Coffee House on Sunday Novem-
ber 12th at 7:00 p.m. There will be sev-
en acts of in-house entertainment of 
all ages and styles, plus desserts and 
drinks.

Treasurer’s Report: Laura Rosenthal 
summarized the Treasurer’s report. A 
sub-committee will be creating a new 
form for those wishing to start an en-
dowment.

Membership: Jan Zimbler hosted a 
New Members Brunch gathering at 
her house where 35-40 people attend-
ed. We are happy to welcome as new 
members of Knesset Israel Ilana and  
Steven Ackerman and their two daugh-
ters, Dayna and Olivia. 

We are also happy to welcome Pincus 
and Gloria Boms, whose second home 
is in Becket. 

Sadly Maria Sirois and Robin Seeley 
will be leaving as members of Knesset 
Israel.

Strategic Planning: Jonathan Den-
mark reports that much discussion 
was held about strategic planning for 
Knesset Israel, focusing on how to bet-
ter meets the needs of and integrate 
the different segments of our congre-
gation including Children, Youth and 
Family, Shabbat and Holiday Tefillah, 
and Adult and Senior Programming. 

There will be upcoming forums to dis-
cuss congregants’ needs and how to 
service those needs to continue to be a 
vital, responsive congregation.  

Berkshire Interfaith Organizing: As 
both a fundraiser and an organiza-
tional awareness builder, BIO sponsors 
a Micah Dinner to honor individuals 
from each member faith organization 
for their contributions to their commu-
nity’s mission by giving of time, energy, 
commitment. The nominee from K.I. is 
Don Sugarman and he will be hon-
ored on October 29. Tickets are $30 
made out to the Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund. Join us as Don is being honored 
for his generous contributions to K.I. 
and the greater Berkshire Community.

Good and Welfare: Marcie Simons  
announced that Joy Tehada Flint’s 
daughter, Rachel, has become a mother!

Saturday Shabbat Programming — Come by K.I. at 9 a.m. on Saturdays 
this fall to participate in services, adult Torah study,  and catch a glimpse 
of the amazing Hebrew School education in Junior Congregation Services 
in the chapel.

Adult Education — continues on Tuesdays (10 a.m.), Wednesdays (10 
a.m.) and Thursdays (10:45 a.m.) as we learn about the Torah portion of 
the week, participate in Enhanced Prayer class and discuss The Ethical 
Life – a conversation of Jewish ethics in a modern society.

Finally, if you have not already done so, please return your Appeal cards to  
the K.I. Office. The Yom Kippur Appeal is critical for K.I. As Bobbi Cohn so  
eloquently spoke about in her Yom Kippur Appeal presentation, the  

generosity of congregants ensures that all members, regardless of financial situation,  
can participate in all aspects of K.I. life, including programming and Hebrew School  
education. Please consider this voluntary donation so that we can lift up every mem-
ber of our congregation.

learn. inspire. grow. together.



KOL K.I.  •   NOVEMBER 2017   •   CHESHVAN, KISLEV 5778  n  5

KOL K.I.

From Candle to Candle continued from page 1

Mitzvah year. The goals are to develop a strong foundation for the B’nai Mitzvah  
study year, feel at ease leading services, develop a reverence for Hebrew and enjoy  
the learning process.

The candles glow even brighter with the opportunity to study with Rabbi David Wein-
er every week as an essential part of our curriculum. Together they examine their par-
sha in great detail in class and individually. This exploration with the Rabbi enables 
the students to apply the lessons from their years of study and relate them to their ev-
eryday lives. Many have discovered connections between our ancient texts and their 
family histories. Rabbi Weiner encourages every student to share their thoughts and 
conclusions in a style of their own. 

Some of the unusual student divrei torahs have been a creative dramatic monologue, 
an explanation of a piece of art the student created illustrating the message of his 
or her parsha and a live back and forth conversation with the Rabbi in front of the 
congregation. The students are given great freedom to be true to themselves and this 
encourages them to apply this to what they have learned. 

All these preparatory parts of our curriculum come together during the B’nai Mitzvah 
year by the presentation of modern Jewish history in class with Jenny Gitlitz as teacher.  
It begins with the birth of Zionism and continues to modern day, emphasizing import-
ant people and European and American events that impacted Israel. We hope that this 
class influences the student’s choice of a mitzvah project.

Each student selects a mitzvah project with guidance from Dr. Rebecca Caine to be 
completed during their B’nai Mitzvah year. These projects differ greatly; some are 
fundraisers, some are regular commitments volunteering for an organization import-
ant to the student, some have the goal of teaching their community about another 
culture in need of understanding or support and some are focused on the needs of our 
own Jewish community at K.I. In each case, the student is giving back in some way as 
they actively take on the commandment of tikkun olam, repair the world.

Our Between the Candles curriculum, as you see, is the result of a team of Rabbi  
Weiner, dedicated teachers, dedicated students and their parents. The ultimate  
end result is to reach the goal of leading each student into a Jewish way of life.

Maya Kaufman and Rose Sutter

Maya: I’m a seventh grader at Herberg 
Middle School. I’m really excited to have 
my bat mitzvah because I want to learn 
all the prayers and want my party to be 
amazing. I love all of my friends and I am 
so happy that they want to participate 
and join me for my bat mitzvah.

Rose: I go to school in Williamstown. I 
love to read and sleep. I also love to be 
at synagogue. I look forward to my bat 
mitzvah to see many relatives that I hav-
en’t seen in a while.

Allison Lamm and Georgia Raser

Allison: I go to school at Lenox Memorial 
Middle and High School and also live in 
Lenox. I am looking forward to having my 
bat mitzvah and participating in services.

Georgia: I go to Lenox Middle School. I 
am excited to spend time with my friends 
and learn some new prayers during my 
bat mitzvah year.

R
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November Calendar

KOSHER MEAT DELIVERY

Order by November 6. Orders will be 
delivered to the Lenox Price Chopper  

for pick-up on November 20.

EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Wildman Weekend w/Rachel Korazim ...........Fri.–Sun, November 3–5 ....................5:30 PM

K.I. Coffeehouse .....................................................Sun., November 12 .............................7:30 PM

Cemetery Committee Meeting ........................Tue., November 14 ..............................7:30 PM

K.I. Board Meeting .................................................Wed., November 15  ...........................7:30 PM

REGULAR SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday.................................. 8:45 AM & 7 PM

Tuesday ..................................................... 7 PM

Friday ................................................... 5:45 PM

Saturday ..........................................9:30 AM &  
.......................18-33 minutes before sunset

CLASSES

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) .............Tue., November 7, 14, 21, 28.... 10–11:30 AM

Enhanced Prayer Study ............................................Wed., November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 ...10–11:30 AM

CHAI Community School (Temple Anshe Amunim) .....................................................................

...................................................................................Wed., November 1, 8, 15, 29 ................4–6 PM

The Ethical Life ....................................................Thu., November 2, 9, 16, 3-....... 10–11:30 AM

The David Story (Teens only)..........................Sat., November 4, 11, 18 .......... 8:40–9:30 AM

Walking with Mitzvot (w/Judith Weiner) ...Sat., November 4, 11, 18 ........9:30–10:30 AM

Hebrew School ....................................................Sat., November 4, 11, 18 ............ 9 AM–12 PM

Exodus Inspirations ........................................................Sat., November 4, 11, 18 ...Sundown/Times vary

In compliance with United Conservative Synagogue guidelines, please refrain from conducting 
synagogue business via email and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you!

CEMETERY
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478 
cemetery@knessetisrael.org

DEVELOPMENT FUNDRAISING 
Bobbi Cohn ...................... 413-443-6128

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT 
Don Sugarman ............... 413-499-4478

MEMBERSHIP 
Jan Zimbler ...................... 413-448-8443

MARKETING 
Kara Thornton ................. 413-684-2298

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Phil Coleman ................... 413-329-9224

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Sherri Buxton .................. 413-243-2709

ADMINISTRATION 
Diane Weinstein ............. 413-442-7143

PROGRAMMING 
Stuart Masters ................. 413-443-4386

RITUAL, GABBAIM, MINYAN 
Alan Metzger ................... 413-443-4217

TREASURY, FINANCE AND BUDGET 
Edwin Helitzer ................. 413-499-1202

YOUTH 
Amy Abramovich ........... 413-499-6388

Key K.I. Contacts

CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday .............November 3 .............5:25 PM

Friday .............November 10 ..........4:17 PM

Friday .............November 17 ..........4:11 PM

Friday .............November 24 ..........4:06 PM

Friday, November 3 – Shirei Shabbat ......  
  ...............................................................5:30 PM

Saturday, November 4 – Minha/Maariv .  
  ...............................................................5:15 PM

Saturday, November 11 – Minha/Maariv 
  ...............................................................4:15 PM

Saturday, November 18 – Minha/Maariv 
  ...............................................................4:00 PM

Saturday, November 25 – No afternoon 
service—Thanksgiving weekend.

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts
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Mark Your Calendar: 
Wildman Shabbaton
November 3 – November 5

Dr. Rachel Korazim, Jewish education 
consultant and 2017 Scholar-in-Resi-
dence for the Wildman  Shabbaton, opens 
a window to Israeli society through the 
lens of literature in a series of programs 
that will introduce us to the Israel of the 
living room — an authentic and compli-
cated experience that we can sink our 
teeth into. The schedule includes:

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Friday, November 3  
• Shirei Shabbat service – 5:30 p.m. 
• Dinner – 6:30 p.m.* 
• “Connections to the Land” – 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 4 
• “Jewish Fundamentals You Thought 
 You Knew” (teens only) – 8:40 a.m. 
• Shabbat Morning Services – 9:30 a.m. 
• Lunch / “The Other As Mirror” – 12 p.m.

Sunday, November 5 
Berkshire Educators’ Lunch – 12:30 p.m.

*RSVP required—$20 per adult,  
$15 per teen, free under 13.

Of Interest 

New Class: The Ethical Life 
A study of the ramifications of living in our modern society

From political and financial scandals to rapid progress in biomedical science and 
technology, the complex issues of modern society are, at their core, issues of ethical 
and moral concern. Now, more than ever, we require a solid understanding of how  
Jewish ethics can inform our discussions and decisions about the critical questions of 
the day.  Judaism has a long history of wrestling with moral questions, responding to 
them in a way that considers all sides of an issue. 

This class incorporates videos featuring Jewish Theological Seminary faculty, other 
expert scholars, and practitioners in the field; classical and contemporary texts; and 
additional resources online.   

Rabbi Weiner, who will be facilitating the class, looks forward to studying this material 
together in preparation for teaching it to other groups in and around the congregation 
in other contexts (evening, summer) later on.

For more information about the course, including an outline of topics, please see 
jtsa.edu/ethicallife.

The Ethical Life • Thursdays from 10:45 a.m. – Noon 
November 2, 9, 16, and 30

Remember your special occasion 
or a loved one by donating flowers 
for Shabbat. Call Elaine Epstein at  

413-443-6310.

2017 Scholar in Residence, Dr. Rachel Korazim

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose
Welcome. 

We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 

We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 

We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 

We are here to transform our world.
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Music at K.I.

 

by Phil Coleman, 
 Chairman K.I. Music Committee

What is a Coffeehouse? A place for a latte or 
an Americano? Sure, but according to Wikipedia 

here is a another definition: “From a cultural standpoint, 
coffeehouses largely serve as centers of social interac-
tion: the coffeehouse provides patrons with a place to 
congregate, talk, read, write, entertain one another, or 
pass the time, a coffeehouse can serve as an informal 

club for its regular members. As early as the 1950s Beatnik era 
and the 1960s folk music scene, coffeehouses have hosted sing-
er-songwriter performances, typically in the evening. Some 
churches feature regular folk music performances in a 
parish hall (or in a synagogue social hall!), with cof-
fee or other drinks and cookies or pastries for sale.”

The K.I. Coffeehouse is back on November 12 at 
7:00 p.m. and promises to be better than ever. 
And yes, you will be able to get a cup of coffee, 
too! Groups made up entirely of our members 
will be performing a series of original songs, 
singer/songwriter covers, and other great music to 

Musical Musings 
What is a coffeehouse?

what we hope will be a packed house. Our Purim event, Shirei 
Shabbats, Shabbat Across the Berkshires, and the Peter, Paul 
and Mary tribute have been tremendous successes this year. 
We would love to continue to feature K.I. as the “Music Syna-
gogue of the Berkshires”. Please contact Diana or register on-
line, you will not want to miss this very fun evening.

In December we are organizing a very special Hanukkah- 
themed Shirei Shabbat on Friday December 15. This service will 
feature not only the great K.I. band, but once again we will be 
blessed with the lilting voices and musical “chops” of our young-
sters. I expect this evening to be a complete sellout as we have  
limits on our ability to cook, seat, and serve. We will have a cut-
off number of around 160. Please make your reservations early.

Our January calendar features a joint service with our friends 
at Temple Anshe Amunim. The June Shabbat Across the Berk-
shires, and August Peter, Paul and Mary events were such a 
huge success that we are now looking to do some more collab-
oration with the great friends and musicians at TAA. Stay tuned 
for more info.

On behalf of Jonathan Denmark, our president and 
stalwart music leader, and our entire band, we 

want to thank all of you for your wonderful com-
pliments and support this year. We believe music 
has become a very central part of our identity at 
Knesset Israel. Please bring your friends, too, we 
are always looking to grow and let others expe-

rience our wonderful congregation. Your grace-
ful comments are duly noted, and please keep 

coming to our events!

Spotlight On…Amy Miller

Recently I had a chance to chat with Amy Miller, one of our long 
standing congregants and a woman possessed of a beautiful 
voice as well. Hers is a unique perspective, grounded in tradi-
tional Jewish music. Amy’s very interesting background and 
ideas come through very clearly. Read on!

Tell me about your musical training and background. You 
must have heard lots of interesting music growing up.

Amy: I began to study voice when I was 16 and then went to 
Smith College on a voice scholarship (although I majored in 
economics). Women had been in the Reform cantorate for sev-
eral years by the mid-70s. It never occurred to me to study for 
the cantorate when I graduated from college, because it was a 
4 year master’s program at Hebrew Union College, and Steve 

and I were getting married a week after commencement. As 
for listening to music growing up, I just listened to all kinds 
of stuff, but not Jewish music in particular. I sang in the choir 
at Anshe Amunim, but that was the extent of my exposure to 
Jewish music. Everything I know now I studied after I decided 
to be a cantor.   

What was the impetus for your becoming a professional and 
a cantor?

Amy: Anshe Amunim needed a cantor for the holidays in the 
late 1980s; they hired me. Coincidentally a class was being of-
fered for synagogue soloists at Hebrew Union College that Au-
gust. I went to New York, walked into the seminary, and never 
wanted to leave. It is as simple as that. I could not attend the 

continued on page 10
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Tikkun Olam

Be a Thanksgiving Angel
Help bring a bountiful holiday dinner to neighbors in need – by Myrna Hammerling

Thanksgiving brings up memories of plentiful and tasty favor-
ites, not to mention gatherings of family members from far and 
wide. Its spirit actually parrallels Sukkot, the Jewish harvest festi-
val, when our agrarian ancestors brought their finest animals and 
crops for a week of feasting, drinking wine, and barbecuing at the  
Jerusalem Temple.  

Unfortunately, for many in our community, even minimal food 
security is not a reality. Thus, in the spirit of Tikkun Olam, Knes-
set Israel has joined a network of 20+ community agencies and 
faith institutions who donate food and money to gather the in-
gredients necessary for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. Our 
efforts help over 1500 Berkshire families to celebrate and eat 
together at home, around their own tables. 

 The organizers requested that K.I. donate 1,000 cans of 
corn niblets this year. (Temple Anshe Amunim donates an-
other 1000.) As of this writing, we are less than half-way to our 
goal. But by the time you read this article, we hope to need 
only a few hundred more. Please help us fulfill our pledge. 
This mitzvah is easy, inexpensive, and does not ask for a major 
sacrifice of time. 

Here are a few other ways for us to support this worthwhile 
project. They are specific and kick the generosity up a notch:

q Donate money toward the purchase of the turkeys.  

Please make your check out to Thanksgiving Angels and place it 
in Myrna’s office mailbox.

q Volunteer with Myrna from 3–5 p.m. on October 26.

Three volunteers are needed at the South Congregational 
Church, to help register those who will be picking up food on 
November 20—the actual day of food distribution.

q Volunteer for a shift on November 20 at the corn table.

Two shifts are available (approximate times): 1:30–3:30 p.m. and 
3:30–6:00 p.m. Two volunteers are needed for each shift. 

Please sign up with Myrna Hammerling as soon as possible at 
(413) 445-4872 x16 or mhammerling@knessetisrael.org.

Thank you for being a Thanksgiving Angel!

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

t
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college because the first year of the program was in Israel, so I apprenticed with 3 differ-
ent cantors and studied by myself for 6 years. I became a Certified Cantor in January 1992 
after passing the exams given by the College, and I just received an honor for 25 years in 
the cantorate. I don’t have a Masters of Sacred Music degree because I wasn’t a student 
there, but my accreditation is from the Reform seminary.

As a woman, you must have been one of the earlier cantorial students in a field his-
torically associated with men, and in a religious setting that has often separated the 
sexes. Was your career impeded by this, or did you find the opportunities compelling 
and available?

Amy: As I have already stated, women have been in the Reform cantorate since the mid 
1970s, and there have been graduating classes at the seminaries with all women stu-
dents. The fight for women as cantors in Conservative Judaism didn’t happen until the 
early 1990s, as the Conservative rabbinate was split on its decision to permit women 
cantors. It got so divisive I understand that some more traditional Conservative rabbis 
left the Rabbinic Assembly. The issue, of course, is “kol isha”, the voice of a woman. In tra-
ditional Judaism a woman’s singing voice is considered seductive and therefore distracts 
men from their prayers. This is why there will never be Orthodox women as cantors. Else-
where, as far as I know, there has been no problem placing women in any other pulpit.

Tell me about where and with whom you studied, and where you have been able  
to work.

Amy: I studied in Pittsfield with Robert Blafield and at Smith College, where I gave a se-
nior recital. When I decided to study for the cantorate I apprenticed with 2 Reform and 
1 Conservative cantors as well as studying Hebrew and Jewish history. Since 1992 I have 
served congregations in New York and Connecticut and high holidays in New Hampshire 
and West Virginia.

What can we do or offer at K.I. that would enhance the musical experience for both 
the players and listeners? Each year we seem to be raising the bar so to speak, but 
there is always room for improvement…how can we make this even better?

Amy: One of the things that I think is necessary for Knesset Israel is teaching new tunes 
for worship, not just people singing them and hoping everyone else learns them over 

time. I think the Purim stuff is really good. I did it a cou-
ple of times, so I appreciate the work that everyone does. 

It’s too bad we don’t have instruments during 
regular Shabbat worship yet, as 
there is some really beautiful mu-
sic out there. These are not camp 
songs for guitar, but serious music 

for piano and cantor. Many Conservative 
shuls now have a piano and other instruments 

during worship.

Thank you very much Amy, your answers were very 
compelling and spoken with the true passion for mu-
sic that so many of us share!

Spotlight On…Amy Miller continued from page 8

Kol K.I.

 

together.
Joyfully stuff envelopes  

with other mailing mavens! 
Be a GLEE star 

at Shriei Shabbat 
Comfort a loss 

with Chevra Kaddisha 
• 

visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our  
children to stimulating classes  

and programs for adults…
• 

Lunch & Learn
Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through  

artistic expression 
• 

visit the calendar page at   

knessetisrael.org 

 

grow.
 

Start where you are 
Beam with new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar
Nourish mind, heart & soul 

• 
visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Yahrzeits • November 2017 • Heshvan / Kislev 5778

11/1– 12 HASHVAN

Bernard Charkow  
Eli Taylor  
Gisela Ziskind  
Lillian Stoskin

11/2 - 13 HESHVAN

Celia Palefsky  
Jack Lessoff  
Jacob Astrachan  
Jacob Cohe

11/3 - 14 HESHVAN

Benjamin Jonas  
Madeline Alfred  
Shirley Rudich 

11/4 - 15 HESHVAN

Eugene Tardiff  
Frances Zimbler  
Harold Ferber  
Herman S. Braun  
Mary Jonas 

11/5 - 16 HESHVAN

Anna Keslowicz  
Henrietta Gans Schulman  
Jacob Green  
Riva Kutik 

11/6- 17 HESHVAN

Anita Regina Etscovitz  
Esther Rosenfeld  
George Miller  
Martin Weisberger  
Shera Joy Berke 

11/7 - 18 HESHVAN

Daniel Martin  
Dr. Joel Fleet  
Esther Bunnevitzky Weiss  
Lenore Ferber  
Rabbi Max Israel Cohen 

11/8 - 19 HESHVAN

Jordan B. Greenfield  
Marla Joy Lerner  
Max Baz  
Max Skoletsky  
Pauline Landa  
Rose Broverman Maefsky  
Sayde Levine 

11/9 - 20 HESHVAN

Abraham Auslander  
Eli Black  
Jacob Baer  
Rebecca Baz  
Reuben Sandler  
Richard Smith  
Shulamith Auslander  
Sylvia Klein Adelson  
William Schifrin 

11/10/ - 21 HESHVAN

George Garbowit  
Grace Martin 

11/11 - 22 HESHVAN

Anna Bass  
Anna Bass  
Herbert Secunda  
Isaac Meyer Abeles  
Rose Gruberg 

11/12 - 23 HESHVAN

Bessie Morgenstein  
Edith Marks  
Rosalyn Suskind  
Sally Lenhoff 

11/13 - 24 HESHVAN

Carrie Hyman  
Harry Buckheim  
Isadore Green  
Samuel Cutler 

11/14 - 25 HESHVAN

Esther E. Altman  
Esther Skoletsky  
Herbert Fishman  
Ruth Katz  
Shirley Zuckerman Everhart 

11/15 - 26 HESHVAN

Philip Katzman 

11/16 - 27 HESHVAN

Abraham Rosen  
Debra de Rothschild  
Harry Freadman  
Murray Levine  
Samuel Lipschitz  
Sarah Skoletsky  
Sidney Bassen  
Sylvia Bender 

11/17 - 28 HESHVAN

Arthur Stein 

11/187 - 29 HESHVAN

Feyga Kirshteyn  
Sarah F. Cohen  
Sheila Goodwin Feigenbaum 

11/19 - 1 KISLEV

Gussie Selkowitz  
Rachel S. Harris  
Sam Rothstein  
Violet Adelman 

11/20 - 2 KISLEV

Carl Mass  
Frances B. Schiller  
Herbert Pomerantz  
Mary Solomon Rose  
Rose Silinsky Cook  
Thomas Samuels  
Tillie I. Robbins 

11/21 - 3 KISLEV

Eddie Sam Golos  
Lee Bell  
Oscar Lanzer  
Pearl Curran  
Sarah Lubin 

11/22 - 4 KISLEV

David Krancer  
Jacob Bakst  
Janice Whitcomb 

11/23 - 5 KISLEV

Barbara Goldin 

11/23 - 5 KISLEV (cont.)

David Carr  
Emma A. Simonson  
Kayla Levine  
Nathan Weltman  
Ruth Lipton  
Sophie Stein  
Yale Garber 

11/24 - 6 KISLEV

Dr. Morris Geller  
Sheila R. Gitlitz 

11/25 - 7 KISLEV

Frances Abramson  
Hazel Weinberger  
Michael Klein  
Morris Rothberg  
Robert Kerbel  
Samuel Brecher 

11/26- 8 KISLEV

Isaac Cohen  
Ruth Weinberg Finck 

11/27- 9 KISLEV

Anna Goldblum  
David Margolin  
Joseph Binder 

11/28 - 10 KISLEV

Albert Finck  
Bessie Fleischmann  
Dora Plotsky  
Florence Tirrell  
Israel Cutler  
Lena Klein Meirowitz  
Robert C. Marmorek 

11/29 - 11 KISLEV

Alan Rosen  
Anne Weller Chesney  
Lena Raphan 

11/30 - 12 KISLEV

Bella Rife  
Martha Goldstein 

Who occupies [her] himself with the needs of  
the community is as though s/he occupies [her]  

himself with Torah.—Talmud Yerushalmi, Berakhot
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Donation guidelines: Minimum donation to funds is $5. 
 Endowment Fund contribution minimum is $10. We welcome contributions in any amount.  

Contributions of less than $5 are not publicized.

Funds & Endowments

HOWARD & BETTY BRAUN FUND 
In memory of Howie and Betty Braun

   David and Margo Simkin

ISRAEL & THERESA PILL FUND 
In memory of David Goldenberg

Theresa Pill 
David Pill

In memory of Samuel J. Pill
Theresa Pill 
David Pill

In memory of Samuel Pill
Theresa Pill 
David Pill

JACOB & LILLIAN KLEIN FUND 
In memory of Joseph Klein

Elaine Epstein

KEN & ELAINE LOVEMAN FUND 
Happy 25th wedding anniversary to 
Barbara and Terry Babij

Elaine Loveman

KIDDUSH FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Greenspun
In memory of Nancy Mindlin Schneider

Diana Geller and Andy Geller

In memory of Vivian Rosenberg
Myra Kressner

In memory of Jeff Leppo’s mother
Ellen and Stuart Masters

In memory of Morris Schiller
Len and Alice Schiller

In memory of Lillie Solomon Abels

MAX & HINDA FISHELSON FUND 
In memory of Hinda Fischelson

Laura and John Frankenthaler

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In memory of Lillie Ables

   Myra and Fred Feldman

In memory of Irving Goldberg
   Carole and Sol Israel

BOBBI COHN REVITALIZATION FUND 
In honor of Bobbi and Michael Cohn on 
the occasion of their special birthdays

Richard and Bonnie Hyken

In appreciation of the warm welcome 
we received as new members

Brenda and Barry Leeper

CEMETERY CONTRIBUTIONS 
In memory of Eleanor Kaplan

Leon Ashner

In memory of Syliva R. Goodman
In memory of Gerald H. Goodman
In memory of Jeffrey M. Goodman

Lynn Goodman-Leary

In memory of Jerry Spitz
Lauren Spitz

CEMETERY GATE CONTRIBUTIONS 

Merle Ferber 
Ethel Harris  
Irene Conley 
Rochelle Wynne 
Robert Skole 
Ronald and Sandra Veillette

CHARLES KOBRITZ FUND 
In memory of Jack Widitor

Jane Widitor

GENERAL DONATIONS 
Alice Klein 

In memory of Rachel Albert
Kyneret and David Albert

With gratitude for dear friends George 
and Liz Krupp and for all they do for so 
many. They make the world a better 
place and are dear friends

Ronald G. Casty

In honor of our son Jonathan Denmark’s 
election as President of K.I.

Lynn and Gerry Denmark

In honor of Michael Albert
David Epstein

In honor of Rabbi David Weiner, for all 
he’s done to help our family, honor our 
dad, grandfather, friend—and for all he 
does for Klal Yisrael

The Family of Milt Freadman

In memory of Tanhele Kuskin
Lyubov Kutik

In honor of Ely Hochfelder
Susan B. Lipton

Wishing Becca improved health and 
much happiness

The Newman-Pava Family

In memory of Asher Prives
In memory of Bonnie Prives

Joel and Loretta Prives

In memory of Abraham Tauber
Miriam Rosenbaum

In memory of Gloria Kass
Phyllis and Stuart Sandrew

HARRY AND ENID FUHRMAN FUND
In memory of Tillie Cohen

Enid Fuhrman

HEBREW SCHOOL DONATIONs 
In memory of Julius Lubin

Ruth, Robert, Nicole and  
     Alyssa Waldheim
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Funds & Endowments

NEED HELP?
These organizations provide  
professional, confidential guidance:

BERKSHIRE FAMILIES &  
CHILDREN Counseling, Parenting
.................................................... 413-448-8281

ELDER SERVICES OF BERKSHIRE 
COUNTY Services for ages 60+ 
.................................................... 413-499-0524

ELIZABETH FREEMAN CENTER  
Women’s Services • Abuse 
.................................................... 413-443-0089

JEWISH FEDERATION OF  
THE BERKSHIRES  
Counseling from a Jewish Perspective 
..................................... 413-442-4360, ext. 17

HOTLINES
BRIEN CENTER FOR MENTAL HEALTH 
&  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
24-hour.................................1-800-252-0227

ELDER ABUSE  
.................................................1-800-922-2275

ELIZABETH FREEMAN CENTER  
Abuse / Domestic Violence 
24-hour.................................... 413-443-0089

MASS. DEPT. OF SOCIAL  
SERVICES CHILD ABUSE  
.................................................1-800-292-5022 
after 5pm .............................1-800-792-5200

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran  
on the occasion of their 60th 
 wedding anniversary

Amy Abramovich

In memory of Nathan Kaplan
   Leon and Joan Ashner

In memory of Yakov Blyankman
Nelia Blyankman

In appreciation of the honor we 
received as new members

Brenda and Barry Leeper

Mazel tov on Alberta and Peter  
   Wasserman’s new home!
Mazel tov to Phyllis and Joel Curran  
on their 60th wedding anniversary!

Nan and Allan Lipton

Happy 60th Anniversary to Marty  
   and Alice Jonas
In memory of Audrey Schlanger

Elaine Loveman

In memory of Ron Mandler
Barbara Mandler

In memory of Isaac Kutik
Tanya Mazurenko

In memory of Max Novick
Harold Novick

In memory of Lina Mestechkina
In memory of Matvej Mestechkin
In memory of Yulia Chernova

Viktor Rashkes

In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran on  
   the occasion of their 60th wedding 
   anniversary
In memory of Florence Rose Frankel

Marilyn Simons

In honor of Alan Metzger’s retirement
In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran on 
   the occasion of their 60th wedding 
   anniversary

Diane Weinstein

In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran on 
   the occasion of their 60th wedding 
   anniversary
In memory of Audrey Schlanger

Fran and Joel Wolk

RENEWAL CAMPAIGN 
Get well wishes for Cindy Helitzer
Get well wishes for Ellen Masters
Get well wishes for Nina Rone

Brenda and Fred Landes

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Ira Siegel

His loving friends from Berkshire 
County, New York and Florida

In memory of Ira Siegel
Tamar Skowronski & Eric Ganezer

In memory of Ira Siegel
Sunny and John Tavel

SYLVIA AND ARTHUR STEIN  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Sylvia and Arthur Stein

The Karlin Family

In memory of Sylvia and Arthur Stein
   David and Margo Simkin

ARTHUR AND TERRY WASSER  
ENDOWMENT FUND

In honor of Rita Kaplan

In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran  
on the occasion of their 60th 
wedding anniversary

Arthur and Terry Wasser

Please support Knesset Israel’s Minyan Services
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