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Susan Staskin Honored
Chosen as this year’s KI recipient of B.I.O.'s Micah award 

continued on page 6

“He has told you, O man, what is good, 
And what the Lord requires of you; Only 
to do justice and to love goodness, And 
to walk modestly with your G-d.”
-Micah, 6:8

As a founding member of B.I.O. (Berk-
shire Interfaith Organizing), Knesset 
Israel has been an integral part of im-
proving the quality of life and mak-
ing justice real for all residents of the 
Berkshires.

B.I.O.’s efforts have impacted food 
insecurity, public transportation to 
accommodate people’s work shifts 
and professional appointments, and 
undocumented immigrants needing 
professional advice and shelter.

B.I.O. is an independent non-prof-
it that survives on grants, donations, fundraising events, and membership dues. Its 
largest annual fundraising effort is designed to recognize one individual from each 
member organization who reflects the values of the above quotation from Micah. Re-
quirements for receipt of this honor are:

n A person who takes on responsibilities without expecting rewards or thanks. 
n A person with a consistent record of giving time generously over the years. 
n A person with numerous obligations who still makes time  
   for social justice and humanitarian causes.

In addition to raising funds for the pur-
chase of boxes of stuffing (we’re getting 
there),  KI, along with other participating 
organizations, is stepping up to another 
challenge! We’re helping to raise funds 
to purchase turkeys.

The Thanksgiving Angels committee es-
timates that the fresh turkeys for distri-
bution will cost approximately $50,000 
this year, as compared to $30,000 in 
2020. This reflects an increase in the 
number of families to be served as well 
as an increase in the pricing of turkeys. 
Berkshire Money Management has made 
a substantial pledge.

Please be an Angel and send your check 
made out to Knesset Israel with a notation 
of Thanksgiving Angels at the bottom.

Any questions: contact Diane Weinstein: 
disweinstein@gmail.com.

Stuffing AND Turkeys
There’s Still Time To Be An Angel!
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Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

Member Mitzvahs—birthdays and anniversaries—appear on page 18

n Benjamin (Benji) Dahari, 
son of Brandi and David Da-
hari and brother to Gabriel 
and Maya, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
October 9, 2021.

His grandparents are Ellen 
and Tobi Lanciano of Lenox 
and Emmanuel Dahari of 
Queens, NY.

Benji attends Herberg Mid-
dle School and enjoys crew, 
scootering, video editing, 
and playing baritone for the 
Herberg Middle School Band. 
His favorite subject is social 
studies. Benji has attend-
ed the KI Hebrew school for 
many years, learned to read 
Torah while in Junior Congre-

gation, and enjoyed participating in the Tallit making "Families Together" program a 
few years ago. He says that the best part of his Bar Mitzvah training has been learning 
to say all the words correctly instead of mumbling along, and his favorite part of the 
service is his Haftorah. 

n Cindy and Ed Helitzer announced that their daughter, Lindsey (Helitzer), and her 
fiancé, Zak Standel, were married in a small ceremony in Australia in July 2021. They 
had planned to get married this year at Tanglewood, where they first met, but then 
COVID happened. They hope they can travel to the United States next year for a re-
newal of their vows at Tanglewood. And they are expecting a baby boy! (Stay tuned.)

n Jacob Klein, age 13, son of Lawrence and Sarah Klein, has created his own weather 
website and blog at berkshireweather.com. See the back cover for the story of Jacob's 
"Berkshire Weather" and how to subscribe.

n This past August, Lawrence Klein curated an exhibit called “Everyone Is a Hero: A 
Comic and Cartoon Art Tribute to Our Local Heroes" at the Lichtenstein Center for the 
Arts, in Pittsfield, Mass. Comics are Klein's “lifelong passion.” He is the founder of the 
Museum of Comic and Cartoon Art in New York City. To read about the August show, 
visit: https://bit.ly/2VpYjTq

Your community wants to share in your good news. Special Birthdays,  
Milestones, Babies Born, Awards Won, Books Published…any and all nachas.

Send KOL K.I. editor Dee Griswold the details about any happy news we  
can celebrate with you: deegriswold@gmail.com. Photographs welcome.



KOL K.I.  •   OCTOBER 2021   •    TISHREI / CHESHVAN 5782  n  3

We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion of the editorial staff,  
and may be subject to editing for clarity, facts, and length.

Submit articles VIA EMAIL to: Dee Griswold at deegriswold@gmail.com 
Send high resolution photos VIA EMAIL to: Nan Bookless at chama2194@icloud.com

KOL K.I. PUBLICATION NOTES   
Editor: Dee Griswold  • Photo Editor / Production: Nan Bookless • Printed by Aldam Press

From the Rabbi

Rabbi David Weiner

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

Early Holidays Provide Other Opportunities
New ways to participate at Knesset Israel

Several congregants have 
remarked to me over the 
last few weeks that the 
Jewish holidays are always 
early or late but never on 
time. This year, there is no 
question they were early—
in my book, by exactly elev-
en days. Regardless, an ear-
ly Rosh Hashana means a 
bonus month of program-
ming in the fall for Knesset 
Israel, before the snowbirds 
migrate to Florida and the rest of us pull 
our shovels out of storage. I hope we will 
take advantage of the momentum of an 
energizing holiday season and find ways 
to participate more deeply in prayer, 
study, and social opportunities at KI in 
the new year. 

KI Perseveres

I am hoping that this will be responsible 
for loosening some of the more recently 
adopted health and safety restrictions as 
the month progresses. Services are tak-
ing place weekly, as usual. We hope that 
indoor kiddush will return, as that social 
time is an important part of the shabbat 
morning experience. The KI Band will 
lead Shirei Shabbat on Friday, October 
22. If feasible, we will also be gathering 
for dinner afterward. Hebrew School is 
meeting regularly in person, and our 
students are learning. Families Togeth-

er programming, aimed 
at children of all ages and 
their families, will empha-
size diversity in the wider 
Jewish community. With 
the support of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, we 
are looking forward to spe-
cial shabbat dinners with 
informal Jewish education 
programs for middle and 
high school students and 

their families. 

Adult Education

This autumn, KI is introducing some par-
ticularly exciting adult education pro-
gramming. There are lots of details sprin-
kled through this edition of Kol KI. I remain 
deeply grateful for the many years Myrna 
Hammerling devoted to adult Jewish ed-
ucation here. I am also pleased that two 
volunteers, Sheila Goldlust and Stephen 
Feingold, have volunteered to lead KI’s 
programming for adults going forward.  

What’s In Store?  

An in-person planning and brainstorm-
ing conversation for those interested in 
shaping adult education at Knesset Israel 
is scheduled at KI on Sunday morning, 
October 17, at 9:30 a.m. Come with ideas!  

My Thursday morning class resumes in 
October with an original course I am call-
ing “Dynamic Judaism: Societal Change 

and Jewish Response." Students asked 
that we explore what makes the Con-
servative Movement distinctive, so we 
will discuss societal changes over the 
past 70 years and the ways movement 
leaders have responded. We will focus 
on two themes: shabbat observance and 
personal status (gender, marriage, wed-
ding), and there will be text study as well 
as broader conversation. Classes will be 
on Zoom at least through the winter. 

A new study opportunity called Beit Mi-
drash, after the name of the traditional 
Jewish study hall. Short series of class-
es with a variety of instructors will take 
place nearly every Tuesday evening after 
davening. In October, I will be kicking off 
the Beit Midrash with The Pandemic and 
Jewish Life —one session about vaccina-
tion and two about constituting a min-
yan on line. At the end of the month, we 
will join other synagogues, Williams Col-
lege, and the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires for a screening of an Israeli 
TV series, “The New Jew,” and a talkback. 
Future Beit Midrash classes may include 
study of history, Jewish hobbies, Bible, 
culture, literature, and skill building. For 
now, we are planning to hold classes on 
Zoom, and we will be announcing new 
courses each month in Kol KI.  

Judith Weiner will be teaching Hebrew 
classes this fall during the day. See her 
article elsewhere in Kol KI for informa-
tion about how to express interest, get 
more information, and sign up. Classes 
will be shaped around student interests 
and goals.  

So many people connected with each 
other and with their Judaism at Knesset 
Israel during Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, 
and Sukkot. I look forward to continuing 
the journey together. 
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From the President

Three Ways to Foster Hope 
KI priorities for 5782

Jesse Cook-Dubin

learn. inspire. grow. together.

The entire Knesset Israel congrega-
tion and staff extend a sincere wel-
come to those who have joined us in 
2020. Baruch Ha'baim!  

n  Linda and William Ackerman 
n  Stephen and Wendy Feingold 
n  Joseph and Patricia Finkelstein 
n  Robert Fried and Karen Kowgios 
n  Robert and Linda Friedman 
n  Sanford Gordon and Alice Davenport 
n  Phil and Linda Halpern 
n  Ben Heyman 
n  Julia Kaplan 
n  Paula Korman 
n  Susan Kosowitz and Richard Gertner 
n   Harriet Leonard 
n  Rabbi Serge Lippe  
    and Deborah Speyer 
n   Luba and Simon Peimer 
n  Rabbi Seth Wax  
         and Elizabeth Berger

I hope that, despite the 
Delta Variant, you were 
able to find peace and 
meaning in the High Holi-
days. And I hope you have 
renewed energy to take on 
the challenges confront-
ing us because we have a 
lot of work to do. I mean 
that on every level: as a 
synagogue, as Jews living 
in an era of resurgent anti-Jew 
hatred, as the Berkshires com-
munity, as a country. Last month in this 
column, I mentioned the feeling of help-
lessness that many of us have because of 
the enormity of some of these challeng-
es. Focusing on local issues—problems 
that have clear, achievable solutions—is 
a time-honored way of resisting the im-
pulse to give up in the face of what seem 
like insurmountable obstacles.

Here are ways you can support the prior-
ities for this year which I will be discuss-
ing with KI’s Board of Directors:

One: volunteer for KI. The opportuni-
ties are endless: leading services; tutor-
ing children; helping to bake and bag 
hamantaschen for our misloach manot 
fundraiser; serving on committees (the 
Membership, Ritual, and Security com-
mittees have particular needs); reading 
Torah; delivering meals for the South 
Church Food Pantry; or performing one 
of the mitzvot that we say “cannot be 
repaid”— preparing bodies for burial, 
sitting with bodies as one of our com-
mitted shomrim, staffing funerals, and 
burying our dead, to which I would add 
maintaining our cemetery and preparing 
and serving meals of consolation. I am 
sure I have omitted several other volun-
teer opportunities of which I should be 
aware, and I apologize for the oversight 
to the volunteers who, without fanfare, 

keep those areas of syna-
gogue life going.

Two: please show up at 
every KI class or program 
you can, in-person or vir-
tually. Sheila Goldlust and 
Stephen Feingold, with 
the support and encour-
agement of Rabbi Weiner, 
have volunteered to orga-
nize classes and programs 
to kick off 5782. As you 

heard from the bimah during 
the holidays, we intend to honor Myr-
na Hammerling’s legacy of using adult 
Jewish education to unite our commu-
nity and reach individuals who might 
not otherwise participate regularly at 
KI. Having strong attendance at the first 
year’s programs is key to perpetuating 
what Myrna led us in developing. Please 
watch the pages of Kol KI and emails 
from the synagogue for upcoming pro-
grams. 

Three: please engage with KI on Face-
book, visit knessetisrael.org, and read 
and respond to emails from the syna-
gogue. A major change to KI’s market-
ing effort will wait for the results of our 
long-range planning process, which I’ll 
be writing about in this column in the 
coming issues. In the meantime, we 
need to reach as many people as pos-
sible through the channels we have al-
ready developed. Your engagement is an 
important part of that.

After the High Holidays is a natural time 
to look ahead. Please join me and the 
rest of the Board of Directors, together 
with our Rabbi, Hebrew School teachers, 
and professional staff, as we restore our 
community and look to the future.

KI's New Members
Welcome to all who come

KI Statement of Purpose
Welcome.

We are here to nourish mind,  
heart, and soul.

We are here to inspire through  
word and deed.

We are here to accompany  
each other on life’s journey.

We are here to celebrate  
in community.

We are here to bring life  
to the wisdom and values of Torah.

We are here to transform  
our world.
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KOL K.I.

Knesset Israel’s annual meeting was held on Wednes-
day, August 18. More than 40 people attended the 
in-person meeting. 

Rabbi Weiner began the meeting with his report, which 
highlighted the successes and challenges of this very 
complicated year. He explained that Holiday plans 
are evolving in accordance with Covid challenges. 
Masks and social distancing have been reinstated. Live 
streaming will be available along with a new E-Mahzor. 
Children's programming will take place outdoors and 
under the tent. He thanked staff, volunteers, and con-
gregants for their help and support and gave special 
thanks to outgoing president Richard Simons for his 
devotion to KI and his leadership. Echoing the Rabbi’s 
words, Richie welcomed everyone and spoke of the 
resilience of our congregation and our ability to adapt 
over the past year and a half as we faced the challenges 
of Covid.

Membership Chair Heidi Ferren spoke of a successful 
brunch for prospective members held on August 1 at 
the home of Sharon Siegel. She then presented the 
names of new members. (A complete list of new mem-
bers is found on page 4 of this issue.)

Bobbi Cohn presented the slate of officers and Board of 
Directors, who were all approved for office and installed 
by Rabbi Weiner.

After the installation, Jesse Cook-Dubin, incoming KI 
president, spoke and expressed his gratitude to the 
staff, leaders, and members of KI who have embraced 
his family over the years. He then spoke directly to the 
congregation, urging all of us to find new ways to reach 
out to other Jews to increase our membership as we 
move forward.

Community is the human  
expression of Divine love.  

It is where I am valued simply 
for who I am, how I live and what 

I give to others. It is the place 
where they know my name.

—Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

KI's Annual Meeting 
Reporting on the past; planning for the future

President ..................................................................... Jesse Cook-Dubin

Treasurer ............................................................................Edwin Helitzer

VP Long-range Planning ...............................................Everett Lamm

VP Administration & Finance ............................ Jonathan Denmark

VP Service & Ritual ...........................................................Alan Metzger

VP Youth ...................................................... Marcie Greenfield Simons

VP Facilities ..................................................................... Don Sugarman

VP Programming & Adult Education ...................................... Vacant

VP Membership ................................................................... Heidi Ferren

Membership Committee Co-Chair ................................Bobbi Cohn  
(already a Board member as a Past President)

VP Development .............................................................................Vacant

Financial Secretary 1 ..............................................................Judy Cook

Financial Secretary 2 ........................................... Alexandra Warshaw

Financial Secretary 3 .....................................................................Vacant

Trustee 1 ....................................................................................... Jeff Cook

Trustee 2 ............................................................................................Vacant

Recording Secretary .................................................Amy Abramovich

Officers & Defined Roles 
Role          08/2021 - 06/2023 (2-year term) 
 

KI's Board of Directors

Additional Board Members and Terms

2019 - 2020 
Bernie Abramson  /  Gary Schiff  /  Stephen Miller

Jan Zimbler  /  Carole Siegel  /  Stuart Masters 

2020 - 2023
Charles Mandel  /  Matthew Herzberg  /  Laura Rosenthal

Eve Edwards  /  Mark Snowise  /  Alan Cohen

2021 - 2024
Susan Staskin  /  Jeffrey Siegel  /  Fran Wolk

Jilly Lederman  /  Joan Grossman  /  Rabbi Jan Kaufmann

Congratulations & Thank you!
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New Mussar Class FormingSusan Staskin Honored 
(continued from page 1)

Susan Staskin is this year’s KI Micah Award recipient. Her lead-
ership qualities are well known at Knesset Israel and through-
out the Berkshire Community. Susan lives her life in accordance 
with the words of Micah. That was how she was raised. Her be-
loved parents, Bob and Irene, committed their lives to helping 
others. From an early age, Susan watched her parents roll up 
their sleeves and offer help whenever they saw a need. After 
discovering that the Pittsfield Fire Department did not have an 
important piece of equipment necessary for saving lives, they 
began fundraising until the Department was able to purchase 
it. They saw a need and quietly and humbly did the right thing.

Susan has dedicated her professional life to helping others. 
She recently retired after devoting more than 36 years to the 
Massachusetts Department of Children and Families. She also 
represented the Department in the Teen Parent Program and 
served as Co-chair of the local chapter of the NASW (National 
Association of Social Workers) for four years. 

At Knesset Israel, Susan continues her quiet work. Never one to 
seek the spotlight, she brought the “Adopt a Family” program 
to the synagogue, giving congregants the opportunity to pur-
chase Christmas gifts for a family that may not have the resourc-
es needed. 

Susan is a Board Member of Knesset Israel and had been a mem-
ber of the Special Committee that adapted synagogue life to the 
restrictions caused by the COVID pandemic.

Susan continues to carry out the legacy her parents left. Not 
only would her parents be proud to witness the work she does, 
but her fellow congregants at Knesset Israel also stand proud. 
Let's support Susan by attending this meaningful event.

Mazel tov, Susan!

B.I.O. Micah Awards Ceremony  
When: Sunday, October 24 
                2:00—4:00 p.m.

Where: The Stationery Factory 
                63 Flansburg Avenue 
                Dalton, Massachusetts

Contribution: $40/person*  
               (includes light fare)

KI member Rabbi Pamela Wax 
will once again be offering a year 
of study of Mussar, the Jewish 
spiritual practice of develop-
ing one's character and virtues 
(middot). During each of our ten 
months, participants will delve 
into a new middah (e.g., equa-
nimity, humility, patience, truth, 
generosity) with study, conver-
sation, and practice. If you are 
interested in exploring how to 
make wise and compassionate 
choices or how to find equanim-

ity and keep faith in a topsy-turvy world, Mussar may be for you!

We will meet on Zoom monthly, with opportunities to meet in 
chevruta between sessions. Please contact Rabbi Wax at pwax@
bcn.net if you might be interested in joining. Only a few spaces 
are available.

Zoom classes will be held on Sundays, October 10, November 7, 
and December 12, 2021 from 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. The still-ten-
tative dates for 2022 are January 9, February 13, March 13, April 
10, May 15, and June 12.

Suggested fee: $200 for newcomers, $180 for returnees. (No 
one will be turned away if finances are an issue.)

The Berkshire Jewish Film Festival conclud-
ed its 35th season on August 16. The seven 
weeks of virtual programming included 18 
films and five Zoom talkbacks. 

We are grateful for the hard work 
of our volunteers: Steve Rosenthal, 

Judy Cook, Amy Abramovich, Ev Bastow, Ed 
Udel, Don Sugarman, Marcie Kammel, Jerry Hayden, Alexan-
dra Warshaw, Laura Rosenthal, and Margo Golos, as well as the 
members of the Screening Committee. And a very special thank 
you to Joel Curran, who is retiring from the BJFF after many 
years of dedication, hard work, and service.

Wishing everyone a safe year ahead and a future filled with 
great films!  —submitted by Judy Seaman and Beth Kruvant

KOL K.I.

35th BJFF Comes To a Close 
Thanks to all who made it possible

*Checks should be made out to B.I.O. with "Micah" in the memo 
line, and sent to Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201.
More information may appear in the KOL K.I. E-News.
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October Service Schedule

n  TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING
     ZOOM ............................................................................7:00 p.m. 
     Zoom ID # 934-910-554

n  FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES 
   SANCTUARY & LIVESTREAM ......................................5:45 p.m.

n  SHIREI SHABBAT October 22, 5:30 p.m.  
Service (and hopefully) dinner. Register for dinner at 
knessetisrael.org ($20/adult, kids free). 
This program continues to be supported by a generous 
grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

n  SHABBAT / SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES
     SANCTUARY & LIVESTREAM ....................................9:30 a.m.

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 
    SANCTUARY & LIVESTREAM  ....................................8:45 a.m.

October Calendar 2021 / 5782

Candle Lighting

OCTOBER CANDLE LIGHTING:

Friday, October 1 ............................................................. 6:16 p.m.
Friday, October 8 ............................................................. 6:04 p.m.
Friday, October 15 ........................................................... 5:53 p.m.
Friday, October 22 ........................................................... 5:42 p.m.
Friday, October 29 ........................................................... 5:32 p.m.

A little bit of light 
dispels a lot of darkenss. 

—Rabbi Schneur Zalman

Vaccination against Covid-19 for all adults (12+) is required for in-person attendance. Children under 12  
are also welcome. Masks are required indoors. Watch the weekly KI E-News for any policy changes.

t

n  BEIT MIDRASH 
Tuesday evenings* ...................................after Zoom Davening
ZOOM ID 934-910-554
*Except Tuesday, October 26 - Register for "The New Jew" at 
jewishberkshires.org (details on page 8)

n  DYNAMIC JUDAISM  
Thursdays ............................................................10:45 a.m.-noon  
ZOOM ID: 828 5580 9361; Passcode: Teshuva

n  HEBREW CLASSES  
Tuesday, October 12 
IN PERSON AT KI ............................................................10:30 a.m. 
If you are interested in learning Hebrew, Judith Weiner is offer-
ing an introductory session for all wanting to further their He-
brew reading and comprehension.  •  At this meeting, we will 
discuss what you wish to get out of learning Hebrew—better 
understanding of prayers, learning how to read, Modern He-
brew etc.  At the end of this session, we will set times for ongo-
ing classes.

New Adult Education Classes

A more thorough explanation of  
these new classes appears on pages 8 and 9.

n  FAMILIES TOGETHER APPLE 
PICKING
Sunday, October 3 ...........................
2:00 p. m. at Bartlett’s Orchard

Families Together invites you to 
come learn about Jewish Pirates and then plunder (and donate) 
some apples with your families! For more information and to 
RSVP please contact Judith at jweiner@knessetisrael.org

Thanks to generous support from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation there is no cost for Families Together programs.

Family Events
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Adult Education

n The Pandemic and Jewish Life  
October 5, 12 & 19 • 7 p.m.

Rabbi David Weiner will begin the Beit Midrash Program with 
a three-class series about the Pandemic and Jewish Life—one 
class about vaccination and two about convening a minyan 
over the internet—October 5, 12 & 19. The classes will explore 
Jewish concepts that inform our thought processes and deci-
sions as individuals and as an organization, in light of our expe-
rience over the past two years. 

n The New Jew / October 26

On October 26, the Beit Midrash joins with the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires, the Center for Jewish Life at Williams 
College, Hevreh, and Temple Anshe Amunim to welcome the 
creative team behind “The New Jew,” a funny and insightful new 
four-episode TV documentary series. “The New Jew” showcases 
the cultural and political influence of the Jewish community in 
the United States, the variety of alternative models it offers for 
living a rich Jewish life, and the rifts between the Jewish Com-
munities in the United States and the State of Israel. 

Please Note: Registration is required at jewishberkshires.org. 
This program is planned for in-person screening, and masking is 
required. Should the need arise, we will adapt the program to an 
online format and notify registrants.

Join Adult Education chairs Stephen Feingold and Sheila Goldlust, along with Rabbi David Weiner, 
to shape the continuing study of Judaism at Knesset Israel. Please bring your best ideas for program-

ming, speakers, classes, and workshops of all sorts—ideas for the summer and the school year, ideas for 
shabbat and midweek, ideas for in-person and Zoom. We’d like to work together as a community to set a 

course for this year and beyond.

In pursuit of a free-flowing conversation, this discussion will (we hope) take place in person on Sunday, 
October 17, after morning minyan. Minyan is at 8:45 a.m., and the brainstorming will start at 9:30 a.m. Check 

your weekly E-news for updates.

Brainstorming Adult Education

Bring your best ideas for KI classes and programming

New Adult Education Classes 
Introducing: Tuesday Evening Beit Midrash

Knesset Israel begins its fall adult education season with a new 
approach to adult education: a Tuesday Evening Beit Midrash 
(Study) Program. Following evening davening at 7 p.m., a va-
riety of teachers will present short, multi-session classes on a 
range of Jewish topics—Jewish practice, thought, history, skills, 
and hobbies. In autumn and winter, both davening and classes 
will take place on line (Zoom ID # 934-910-554). We hope that 
the program will move to a hybrid or in-person format as the 
weather gets warmer and the snowbirds return from Florida.

n Mark Your Calendars! Upcoming Classes

The Adult Education Committee, chaired by Sheila Goldlust and 
Stephen Feingold, is working on a schedule for the season, and 
information will follow every month in Kol KI. For example, on 
Tuesdays in November (2, 9, 16, 30), Stephen Feingold will offer 
a course that focuses on ancient approaches to Hannuka.

continued next page
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Adult Education Sessions Resume on 
Thursday Morning Zoom 
Dynamic Judaism: Societal Change  
and Jewish Response / Thursday mornings • October 7

Adult Education

White Supremacy in 2021: Putting Violent Extremists  
on Trial  /  on Zoom  /  October 21 •  7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

In 2017, white supremacists planned and carried out a violent 
attack on Charlottesville that resulted in dozens of injuries and 
the death of Heather Heyer.

Nearly four years later, far-right extremists are even more embold-
ened by years of disinformation, conspiracies, and hate—made 
clear by the insurrection at the United States Capitol and record- 
level hate crimes and domestic terror. 

Integrity First for America is fighting back with its landmark 
Charlottesville lawsuit.

Join us for a critical conversation with Integrity First for America 
Executive Director Amy Spitalnick, Rabbi Neil Hirsch of Hevreh 
of Southern Berkshire, and Eden-Renée Hayes, Director of the 
Davis Center, Williams College. Together they will explore the 
path from Charlottesville to the Capitol and beyond and how 
we hold these violent extremists accountable.

Rabbi Weiner reinstates his regular Thursday morning adult ed-
ucation class on October 7. This school year, at the request of 
several participants, the group will explore moments in which 
the Conservative/Masorti movement has responded to societal 
change. The class will focus on at least two areas of Jewish life 
that have undergone significant transformation in the United 
States since the end of World War II: 

1) Shabbat. Mass migration of Jews to the suburbs yielded ma-
jor changes in the fabric of Jewish communities, especially on 
Shabbat. Then technological developments raised even more 
questions about how to observe the day that has preserved the 
Jewish people. 

2) Personal status. We will look at the papers that established 
egalitarianism as fundamental to Conservative Jewish practice 
over the course of twenty years, then move on to speak about 
changes in the prayer book, same-sex marriage, and reframing 
the Jewish wedding to suit contemporary mores.

Our study will pay attention to both content and process, with 
a goal of helping students understand not only what changed 
and why, but also how. Together and in small groups, we will 
read, listen, weigh, discuss, and debate, not to pass judgment 
but rather to broaden and deepen our understanding of Juda-
ism and join in the conversation.

Class will meet every Thursday in October, 10:45 a.m.-noon, on 
Zoom and on many additional Thursday mornings throughout 
the school year. All texts will be provided in English and  at times 
students may be asked to read an essay or a paper before class. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 828 5580 9361 
Passcode: Teshuva 
Links will appear regularly in the KI E-News.

Shabbat

egalitarianismconsidering

in Conservative Jewish practice

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
JFB sponsors stimulating programs in October

n  Register for these programs at  jewishberkshires.org on the 
 calendar page. You will also find more information about 
these sessions, as well as Dennis Ross' and David Makovsky's 
full resumes. 

Middle East Update 2021 with Dennis Ross and David 
Makovsky  /  on Zoom  /  October 31 •  7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Join two of America’s most experienced diplomatic and Middle 
East specialists. Q&A to follow.

Dennis Ross is an American diplomat and author with an ex-
tensive resume. Ambassador Ross has published extensively on 
the former Soviet Union, arms control, and the greater Middle 
East, including, most recently, Doomed to Succeed: The U.S.-Is-
rael Relationship from Truman to Obama (Farrar, Straus, and Gi-
roux, October 2015). In addition, he writes monthly columns 
for U.S. News and World Report and the New York Daily News. He 
lives in Washington, D.C.

David Makovsky's resume is equally extensive. He is the Ziegler 
distinguished fellow at The Washington Institute and director 
of the Project on the Middle East Peace Process. He is also an 
adjunct professor of Middle East studies at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity's Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS). He is co-author, with Dennis Ross, of the 2009 Washing-
ton Post bestseller Myths, Illusions, and Peace: Finding a New Di-
rection for America in the Middle East (Viking/Penguin).
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KOL K.I.

On August 11, 2021, at the Stock-
bridge Congregational Church, the 
B’shalom Chorale, under the baton of 
Jack Brown, performed favorites from 
the Jewish repertoire before a crowd 
of several. KI luminaries Alice Model (ten-
or) and Dee Griswold (soprano) added their 
voices to the choir, and our very own clarinet virtuoso, Paul Green, 
accompanied, along with brilliant pianist Joe Rose.

Neither the muggy weather nor the masks stopped the B’shalom 
Chorale from bringing Jewish choral music back to the Berkshires. 
The pandemic isn’t over, but their silence is. Forward!  

 

Jewish Choral Music
The B’shalom Chorale is back

Show Us Your Mezuzah!
Send in photos for KOL K.I. back cover display

Help alleviate food insecurity. KI's Social Justice Commit-
tee has been working closely with South Congregational 
Church to deliver food. We have a constant, pressing need 
for more people who can drive every week and for people 
who can commit to helping out occasionally when extra 
hands are needed. Deliveries are on Mondays at 11:30 a.m. 
They take about an hour, and masks are required. For more 
information, email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is  
requested that you refrain from conducting synagogue 
business via email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. 
Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests to Diana by 
email at office@knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. Friday 
mornings.

Submit a musing. Kol K.I. would love to publish an article 
by you. Send us a story, your musings on a Jewish experi-
ence or subject, thoughts about your experiences during 
these crazy times. Musings by adults, teens, and children 
will be considered. 

Masks. In the beginning of August, KI leadership made the 
following change in policy after closely monitoring the 
data on COVID cases in Berkshire County and the preva-
lence of the Delta variant. Those who come into the KI 
building must be masked regardless of vaccination status. 
There will not be a mask requirement for outdoors. Any 
changes will be communicated through the K.I. E-News 
and the Knesset Israel website.

Need for Shomrim. Shomrim, 'watchers,' fulfill an import-
ant Jewish burial tradition by sitting with a person's aron 
(coffin) until the funeral. Shomrim work in shifts. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please call Alexandra Warshaw 
at 413-443-1434.

In past Kol K.I. issues, we have shared 
photos of members' menorahs and 
matzoh covers. Planning for a future 
issue, our photo editor, Nan Book-
less, would like you to send in color 
photos of your doorpost mezuzah. If 
there is a story that goes along with it, 
please include that.

As you know, the concept of a 
mezuzah comes from the Torah, 
where it is written, “And you shall 
inscribe them on the doorposts (me-
zuzot) of your house and on your 
gates” (Deuteronomy 6:9, 11:20). 
The box that houses the scroll can be 
decorated in a variety of ways, often 
with the Hebrew letter shin on it—
the first letter of one of G-d’s names, 
Shaddai.

Important Instructions: Take a close-up photo with your phone, 
being careful not to include too much background, shadows, or 
glare. The mezuzah is the star! Send your high resolution photo to 
chama2194@gmail.com. How do you send a photo at high-resolu-
tion? When you attach your image to the email, or when you hit 
send, your phone will give you a choice of sizes for the attachment. 
Choose "Actual" for iPhones, and the largest size offered from other 
phones. Any questions, contact Nan at the email above.
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Where Do the Notes In the Western Wall Go?
Thousands of notes are placed in the wall each year. 

Kidron Valley from the Old City. Because 
the notes are prayers and often contain 
the name of G-d, Jewish law regards 
them as holy texts that cannot be simply 
thrown away. They are treated instead 
like sacred texts that have fallen into dis-
use and are buried.

The process is overseen by the rabbi 
of the Western Wall and his staff, all of 
whom prepare for the task by first im-
mersing in a ritual mikveh bath. They 
then use wooden poles to gently remove 
the notes and place them into bags for 
transport to the Mount of Olives. The 
notes are not read. 

Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz, who became 
rabbi of the Western Wall in 1995 and 
devoted an entire chapter of his book to 
the legal questions surrounding the dis-
posal of the notes, has said that there is 
a question of whether the notes should 
be burned or buried. In the past, notes 
left by the graves of prominent rabbis 
were burned. But Rabinowitz has said 
that burial is the more honorable way to 
dispose of notes left in the wall.

This article was sourced from and attribut-
ed to MJL, aka, ©myjewishlearning.com 

Each year, countless notes are stuffed 
into the cracks of the Western Wall, the 
last remaining wall of the Temple Mount, 
the elevated plaza in the Old City of Je-
rusalem on which the Temple stood. 
The site is the holiest in Judaism, and a 

tradition emerged centuries ago of plac-
ing notes in the wall as a kind of writ-
ten prayer, a counterpoint to the verbal 
prayers recited at the wall every day. 

The origins of the custom are somewhat 
unclear, but there is evidence that Jews 
were engaging in the practice as ear-
ly as the 18th century. Today, notes are 
left by people of all faiths, including vis-
iting dignitaries: American Presidents 

Barack Obama and Donald Trump, French 
President Emmanuel Macron, and Popes 
Francis I and Benedict XVI, have all placed 
notes in the wall. Various online services 
also permit people to compose prayers 
from afar that are then printed out and 

placed in the wall. And according to me-
dia reports, some mail addressed to G-d 
in Jerusalem is delivered to the wall by 
the Israeli postal service.

So what happens to all that paper?

Twice a year—prior to the Jewish holi-
days of Passover and Rosh Hashanah—
the notes are removed from the wall and 
taken for burial in the Jewish cemetery 
on the Mount of Olives, just across the 

Because the notes are prayers  
and often contain the name of G-d, Jewish law  

regards them as holy texts that cannot be  
simply thrown away. Lived Jewish  

community is thick.  
We eat meals together, 

visit each other in  
sickness, sit together  

in sorrow and  
laugh together in joy. 

 — Rabbi Joshua Ladon 

Notes at the Western Wall, Jerusalem, Israel | © diy13 / Shutterstock
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Marcie Greenfield Simons
A study in kindness—by Phil Coleman

Spotlight On

Hi Marcie. It's so nice to finally 
have you as my guest for Spot-
light On! You are a remarkable 
person and have had a tre-
mendous impact on Jewish 
life and the overall community 
here in the Berkshires. Read-
ing through your resume and 
links, I find that over and over, 
the concept of kindness seeps 
through your whole life. Can 
you expand on this and give us 
some insight into how this has 
guided you through life?

Marcie: What a lovely compli-
ment. Thanks, Phil. I was raised in 
a home where my parents mod-
eled compassion for others. My 
father was a doctor who devoted 
endless hours to volunteering in a myriad of ways, and my mother opened up our 
home, practically adopting an inner-city student when school busing began in Bos-
ton. My grandparents, too, were benevolent, even to strangers. At home, one of my 
brothers struggled terribly in school. My parents devoted themselves to providing this 
brother with all the support and opportunities that would allow him to succeed and 
feel good about himself. I witnessed this devotion and generosity of spirit day in and 
day out. I am sure this is what influenced me to study special education and affected 
all my career choices.

Harold Grinspoon and Diane Troderman have been some of the true mentors of my 
life. Their concept of tzedakah is so profound and broad. 

Your own work and life experience are also inextricably bound up with both of them 
personally and through your professional and volunteer work with the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation. Can you reflect on this and tell us a bit about this association?

Marcie: Harold Grinspoon is an extraordinary human being, as is his wife, Diane Troder-
man. After surviving cancer, Harold decided that life had more meaning than his real 
estate empire, and he created his philanthropic organization, the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. His first focus was on Jewish education, mostly in day schools. Richie and 
I met Harold and Diane when they took an interest in Sinai Academy of the Berkshires. 
While we were busy collecting small donations of double chai, or even $100, to launch 

this crazy idea of a day school in the Berk-
shires, Harold offered us $5000. Without 
Harold and other generous donors, Sinai 
Academy never would have happened.

Subsequently, I had the privilege of 
serving on the Board of Directors at the 
Foundation, which ultimately led to my 
employment there as part of the PJ Li-
brary program. That was the opportuni-
ty of a lifetime, being part of one of the 
most innovative, impactful programs 
in the Jewish world. I learned so much, 
met fascinating people, and am forever 
grateful to Harold for believing in me. 

Children have played a very central 
role in your life as a mother, Sinai Acad-
emy teacher, PJ Library director, KI Bar/
Bat Mitzvah instructor, and on and on. 
Where does this fit into who Marcie 
Greenfield Simons is?

Marcie: Yes, I love children; they nur-
ture my soul. That, too, is in my genes. 
My father coached more teams than I 
can count, my younger brother found-
ed a children’s theater arts program, 
my older brother is a retired beloved 
school crossing guard, and then there’s 
me. I have worked as a camp counselor, 
directed a Jewish special education pro-
gram, taught secular studies at Jewish 
day schools and all grades of religious 
school, prepared b’nai mitzvah students 
of all ages, advised United Synagogue 
Youth, and went on to direct PJ Library. 
But of everything I have done with chil-
dren, nothing compares with being a 
mother and now a grandmother to three 
adorable boys. 

Being present for people in their most vulnerable moments,  
bearing witness to their stories, and helping them connect to meaning  

and hope–this is one of the greatest privileges of my life.  
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Spotlight On

You and Richie have been stalwarts at 
KI for as long as we've been here and 
known you, more than 25 years. What 
do you like most at KI?

Marcie: There is so much I value about 
KI. When we moved to Pittsfield in 1989, 
I was concerned that it would always feel 
like “Richie’s community.” He had grown 
up here and was a third-generation mem-
ber. But from the moment I arrived, ev-
eryone welcomed me into the KI family. 
KI provided me the chance to grow and 
learn. I arrived with virtually no syna-
gogue skills. People asked me to lead 
services and then gave me the oppor-
tunity to learn what I needed to know. 
I owe a lot to Jeffrey Cook, who pushed 
me to learn, learn, and learn some more. 
Even today, I am still taking on new 
things, only recently learning to lead the 
Yizkor service.

I am deeply inspired by the members of 
our congregation who volunteer in so 
many ways, from helping with our bud-
get to leading Shirei Shabbat to digging 
graves to davening during the High Hol-
iday services. And I am incredibly grate-
ful to have David Weiner as our rabbi. He 
stretches all of us to be our best Jewish 
selves, individually and as a community.

Chaplaincy is a complex, heart-rending, 
and very difficult career, and I am sure 
Covid only made it more complicated. 
What is it about this job that engages 
you?

Marcie: While chaplaincy is a good fit for 
me, there are careers that would never 
suit me. For example, Phil, I could never 
work in retail like you and Robin. That 
would be a very difficult career for me. If 
we are lucky, we each find our calling. I 
cannot tell you how blessed I feel to have 
had three distinct careers, each of which 
I loved.

Truthfully, I didn’t plan on being a chap-
lain—but when I was considering a ca-
reer change, someone suggested I think 
about this. I enrolled in a chaplaincy 
training class, where I was thrown into 

patients’ rooms my second day in the 
hospital. I came home and said to Richie, 
“I have no idea what I am doing, but I 
love this.” Being present for people in 
their most vulnerable moments, bear-
ing witness to their stories, and helping 
them connect to meaning and hope–
this is one of the greatest privileges of 
my life.  

What would you say are your most 
important accomplishments, and con-
versely, what about your unmet or fu-
ture goals? There must be more in the 
tank.

Marcie: Without a doubt, Richie’s and my 
greatest achievement is raising Judith 
and Hannah, who are amazing human 
beings, each working in areas where 
they are serving others, each also work-
ing to better our world. As Hillel once 
said, “... the rest is commentary.”

Unmet goals? I had always hoped to au-
thor a children’s book. I’m now 63, which 
is only two years older than award-win-
ning author William Steig was when he 
penned his first picture book. So I guess 
there is always hope.

On a lighter note, it's nice to delve into 
something different. What kinds of hob-
bies or personal interests do you have 
that you can tell our readers about? 

Marcie: Like many others who live in 
the beautiful Berkshires, Richie and I 
enjoy getting out in nature. One of the 
silver linings of the pandemic is that we 
discovered trails we had never known 
about. We love musical theater, occa-
sionally getting into NYC for a show and 
often taking advantage of the amazing 
offerings here in the Berkshires. Outside 
of Israel, our favorite place to vacation 
is Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, where we 
fell in love with Celtic music. Still on my 
bucket list is becoming a birder.

You are amazing as always.  
Thanks, Marcie!

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our  children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•

together.
Supportive calls to other members

KI. Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•
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Member Mitzvahs (continued)

Birthdays

yom nisuyim sameachAnniversaries

yom huledet sameach
n Sandra Snyder ......................... October 15

n Aaron Siegel ............................. October 15

n Nina Shelomentseva ............. October 16

n Leslie Kozupsky ....................... October 17

n Rorry Brenner........................... October 19

n Evelyn Kickieny ....................... October 19

n Leonard Cohen ........................ October 20

n Amy Herman ............................ October 22

n Lawrence Berke ....................... October 23

n Eric Karlin .................................. October 23

n Hannah Elizabeth Schiff ....... October 23

n Micah Siegel ............................. October 24

n Adam Acker .............................. October 24

n David Lebowitz ......................  October 26

n Jesse Cook-Dubin ................... October 26

n Jilly Lederman ........................  October 29

n Rosie Snyder ............................. October 29

n Noah Cook-Dubin .................. October 30

n Amy Brentano .......................... October 31

n Deborah Speyer .........................October 1

n Laura Frankenthaler .................October 3

n Diane Weinstein .........................October 5

n Thomas Sebestyen ....................October 5

n Aaron David Weeks ...................October 5

n Adam Matthew Dukehart ......October 6

n Karen Jacobs ...............................October 7

n Ben Heyman ................................October 7

n Myra Kressner  ............................October 9

n Darlene Weeks ............................October 9

n Mark Usow October .................October 9

n Benjamin Dahari ..................... October 10

n David Pill .................................... October 11

n Adam Weinberg ...................... October 11

n Sarah Coleman ........................ October 12

n Sophie Usow ............................ October 13

n Amy Simons Abramovich .... October 14

n Yaacov Rone ............................. October 14

n Lewis Schiller ........................... October 15

n Stephen and Wendy Feingold ........................................................................................October 4

n Edward Spron and Dee Dee Acquisto .........................................................................October 9

n Paul Rosenthal and Elaine Hantman ............................................................................October 9

n Richard Woller and Nancy Stoll ....................................................................................October 16

n Morton and Rochelle Leinwand ..................................................................................October 27

n Robert & Elisa Bildner ......................................................................................................October 31

This poem is from a series of Jewish 
prayer/poems from "the heart and 
pen" of Alden Solovy. It written in the 
voice of the spiritual traveler; specif-
ically, it’s the voice of one who has a 
question that doesn’t need an answer. 

 
About the Rainbow

Majestic Sovereign,

Source of beauty,

When did You decide

To create the rainbow?

Was this Your design?

Or perhaps it was a

Fantastic discovery

The moment Your Divine Light

Burst through the firmament  
of heaven?

Did You know that

Your Glory

Could be refracted

Through a simple lens of water?

Or were awe and wonder created

When You first saw

Your own colors,

When You gasped

At Your own brilliant light

Arching across a deep blue sky?

© Alden Solovy and tobendlight.com, 
October 5, 2020. All rights reserved

About the Rainbow

Next time you are in a synagogue, or involved in 
 Jewish ritual, don’t ask, “What can this do for me?”  

That’s an appropriate question for a lightbulb or a digital 
camera. Instead, ask, “What values, memories, or deed of 
loving-kindness can this kindle in my heart?” That is the 
question to ask of that which endures.  —Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson
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Funds & Endowments

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of  
Myrna Hammerling
     Alice and Martin Gordon 
     Carole Siegel 
     Harvey Lehrer and  
          Susan Frisch Lehrer 
     MassHealth Office of Long    
         Term Services & Supports 
     Ruth Lebovitz Markovits

BERKSHIRE JEWISH 
 FILM FESTIVAL 

In honor of  
John and Laura Bergman
     Judith and Jeff Cook 

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of  
Lillian Pincus 
Robert Cohn
     Bobbi and Mike Cohn

BRAUN MEMORIAL  
GARDEN FUND 

In memory of  
Lisa Marcus
     Ev Bastow 

In memory of  
Leon Reingold
     Myra and Larry Promisel 

Minimum donation  
to funds is $5. Endowment 

fund minimum is $10.  
 

We welcome  
contributions in any 

amount. Contributions 
of less than $5 are not 

publicized.

Thank you for your 
generosity.

High Holiday Appeal donations will appear in the December issue

BUBBE AND ZAYDIE 
SHINDLER ENDOWMENT 

In honor of  
Lucille Landa and Bill Landa 
for all their kindnesses to me
     Elaine Shindler 

CEMETERY FUND 

In appreciation of  Dave Pill 
for his many kindnesses
     Jane Kavanau 

In memory of  Isaak Kutik
     Tanya and Arnold Mazurenko     

CHESED FUND 

In memory of  Daniel Goldlust
     Sheila Goldlust 

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  Reeva Curran
     Joel and Phyllis Curran

HARRY AND ENID  
FUHRMAN FUND 

In honor of  
Andrew Wyton's marriage

In honor of  
Elaine Epstein's 93rd birthday
     Meryl & Richard Cooper 

GENERAL DONATIONS
     Jill and Mark Meland
     Roman and  
         Larisa Rozenblyum
     Sam and Rosyln Weiss

Summer friends of KI 
     Aaron and Barbara 
          Rosenzweig 

In memory of  
Hyman Rosenthal
     Bette Sue (z'l) and  
          Lawrence Rosenthal 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
(CONTINUED) 

In appreciation of  
the warm welcome while 
visiting in the Berskhires
     David and Hilary Silver 

In memory of  
Shirlee London Stahl
     Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

In memory of Jerold Spitz
     Lauren Spitz 

Thank you so much for 
making my wife and I feel 
so welcome. It was very 
comforting to us as we 
journey though this horrible 
time for our family
     Lisa and Dennis Klein 

In memory of  
Asher Prives 
Bonnie Prives
     Loretta and Joel Prives 

In honor of  Phyllis and 
Joel Curran's first great 
grandchild
     Naomi Schwartz 

In memory of  
Stephen Moskowitz
     Norman Moskowitz 

In support of KI and the 
Conservative Jewish 
population in the Berkshires
     Ralph and Audrey Friedner 

    

ELLIOT AND BARBARA 
GREENFELD ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Sydelle Gordon
     Margo and Jack Maron 

    

MARCIE GREENFIELD 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Sheila L. Greenfield
     Carole Siegel 
      Ruth Cohen and  
           Robert Thistle 

KIDDUSH FUND 
In honor of Ellen and Stu 
Masters on the occasion 
of their 55th wedding 
anniversary
     Harvey Lehrer and  
           Susan Frisch Lehrer     

LEONARD AND ELAINE 
LIPTON ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Anne Lipton
     Leonard and Elaine Lipton 

WILLIAM AND ESTHER 
LIPTON ENDOWMENT 
In memory of   
William and Esther Lipton
     Claire Lipton Zimmers  
           and Mark Lipton 

LIVESTREAMING CAMERA 
AND EQUIPMENT FUND 
In appreciation of and  
gratitude to all who make 
the livestream services a 
meaningful experience.
     Harvey Lehrer and  
         Susan Frisch Lehrer 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In memory of  
Florence Simon Lebovitz
     Ruth Lebovitz Markovits 
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RABBI'S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
      Anonymous
     Alice and Alan Model
     Donna Spector  

In memory of Sima Berezkina
     Alex Kutik  
         and Alla Zernitkaya 

In memory of Ron Mandler
     Barbara Mandler 

In memory of  
Evelyn Zwerner

In appreciation of  
Rabbi Weiner for his classes

In honor of Susan Miller and 
all her years as editor of the 
Kol KI
     Carole Siegel 

In memory of  
Evelyn Zwerner
     Harvey Lehrer, Susan 
          Frisch Lehrer and Sons 

Get well wishes for  
Harold Novick
     Harvey Lehrer and  
            Susan Frisch Lehrer 

In appreciation of  
Rabbi Weiner and the 
unveiling he did for  
Ken Gogel
     Kathy Gogel and Family 

In memory of  
Rebecca Solomon
     Marcia and Charles Mandel 

In memory of  
Evelyn Zwerner
     Marian and Marshall Raser 

In memory of Julius Lubin
     Molly Novick 

In memory of Sylvia Geller
     Patricia and Robert Geller 

In memory of Julius Lubin
     Ruth and Robert Waldheim 

    

RABBI SANFORD 
SHANBLATT ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Ralph Levine

In memory of Selma Levine
     Charlotte Shanblatt  
             and Family 

    

JOSEPH AND PAULINE 
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Joyce Yodefet Stein
     Larry Siegel 

    

WILLIAM AND MARILYN 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Florence Rose Frankel
Phil M. Frankel
     Marilyn Simons 

    

THANKSGIVING ANGELS 
     Allen and Rosalind Kopfstein 
     Beth and Bernie Abramson 
     Brenda and Fred Landes 
     Ev Bastow 
     Harry Waizer 
     Janet and David Rothstein 
     Laura Rosenthal 
     Martin and Alice Jonas 
     Naomi Schwartz 
     Ruthie Frommer and 
           Ken Amron 
     Susan Staskin 

    

DAVID AND SUSAN  
ZUCKERMAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Nathan Budnick
     Susan Zuckerman 

HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL 

In memory of  
Myrna Hammerling
     Mara and Randy Winn

From Lindsey:

For me, Knesset Israel means a community I know I will al-
ways be a part of. I grew up in Pittsfield, going to synagogue 
every Shabbat, as well as attending Hebrew School every 
Tuesday and Thursday. I'm so grateful to have grown up 
with the most wonderful teachers and mentors who taught 
me about Jewish history, language, art, and teachings. 

Looking back, I was so lucky to have spent so much time  
alongside peers who I have created a special bond with as 
we ventured through Jewish education—including learn-
ing prayers for our bar and bat mitzvahs. So lucky to have 
a Rabbi who is warm, welcoming, friendly, and thought- 
provoking in every speech. I fondly remember Knesset  
Israel elders of the past: wise, knowledgeable in prayers 
and teachings, who could help quench the thirsty, inquisi-
tive mind of a child. 

As a teenager being able to be a part of USY (United Syn-
agogue Youth) was a huge part of my adolescent years—
filled with fond memories of adventures, travel, and 
friends—and, of course, making prayers even more fun 
with tons of ruach and catchy melodies! 

Even though I now live on the other side of the world in 
Australia, where Jews are few and far between, because of 
KI, I am now the "knowledgeable one," able to cite prayers, 
read (enough) Hebrew, and know about Jewish holidays 
and the customs that go with them. I am even more appre-
ciative of my time spent at KI and always look forward to 
visiting home and going to Shabbat services!

A Young Woman Remembers KI 
A letter of appreciation
Cindy and Ed Helitzer received an email from their 32-year 
-old daughter, Lindsey (Helitzer) Standel, right before Rosh  
Hashana last month. She included some memories about KI. 
They wanted to share her thoughts with all of us. "[We] didn't 
realize how important KI was and is to her. I guess young adults 
can look back and see the positive in their upbringing!"
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25 TISHREI -  
OCTOBER 1

Hattie Fein Savitt
Elsie C. Reder Fuchs

26 TISHREI - 
OCTOBER 2

Rebecca Solomon
Mildred Gold Pollack
Joseph Reder
Julius Lubin
Blanche Fingeroth

27 TISHREI -  
OCTOBER 3

Sylvia Goodman
Louis Adelson
Hyman Cohen
Louis Brand

28 TISHREI -  
OCTOBER 4

Irving Berkowitz
Esther Rose Zemmel

29 TISHREI -  
OCTOBER 5

Joseph George Kronick
Seymour C. Kolman

30 TISHREI -  
OCTOBER 6

Max Bookless
Abraham D. Simkin
Basya Kutik
Belle Rothenberg
David Rubenstein

1 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 7

Anna Gitelman
Irving Reife
Hilda Cohen

2 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 8

Louis Jacobs
Dr. Douglas  
     Andrew Levy
Etta Kornbluth
Newton Brenner

3 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 9

William Simons
Elizabeth Weitzen
Frieda Tobias

4 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 10

Fannie Goodman  
     Paskowitz
Sally Levinson Sharp
Abraham Tauber
Ida Levina
Dora Borke

5 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 11

Stephen Masters
Ida Minnie Tanenbaum 
Goldstein
Jacab Perlman
Dorothy Leah 
Metropole
Louis Bell
Dr. Robert Gladstone
Aida Marvin

6 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 12

Mary Carr
Chasa Carr
Sarah M. Weltman

7 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 13

Anna Levine Davidov
Adelle Lezberg

8 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 14

Arthur F. Dershowitz
Edith Nissenbaum
David Zwerner

9 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 15

Edwin Newman
I. Jerry Harab
Abraham Sidman
Helen Feigenbaum
Sol Link

10 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 16

Warren Rich
Hope Shirley  
     Dershowitz
Jack Krawet
Myra Feldman
Leonard Gottlieb
Louis Honigbaum
Jerome Schlichter

11 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 17

Enid Fuhrman
Sanford Lubin
Harry Rosen
Arthur Hiller
Rose Sagarin
Michele Zuckerman

12 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 18

Bernard Charkow
Gisela Ziskind
Eli Taylor

13 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 19

Samuel Klein
Celia Palefsky
Jacob Cohen
Jack Lessoff
Jacob Astrachan

14 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 20

Madeline Alfred
Benjamin Jonas
Shirley Rudich

15 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 21

Herman S. Braun
Mary Jonas
Frances Zimbler
Harold Ferber
Eugene Tardiff

16 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 22

Myra Forman
Shirley Goldlust
Jacob Green
Riva Kutik
Anna Keslowicz
Henrietta Gans  
     Schulman

17 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 23

Esther Rosenfeld
Shera Joy Berke
George Miller
Martin Weisberger
Anita Regina Etscovitz

18 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 24

Esther Bunnevitzky 
      Weiss
Lenore Ferber
Rabbi Max Israel Cohen
Dr. Joel Fleet
Daniel Martin

Yahrzeits • October 2021  • Tishrei / Cheshvan 5782

Jewish law dictates that a body must not be left 
alone between death and burial. Shomrim, "watch-
ers," fulfill this important Jewish burial tradition by 
sitting with a person who has passed away from 
the time the body is prepared for burial until the 
funeral.

Shomrim sit in hourly "shifts" and may sit by day 
or by night. They may read, from the book of 
Psalms, for example, during their fulfillment of the 
mitzvah. Knesset Israel and the Flynn-Dagnoli Fu-
neral Home are installing a webcam so that shom-
rim can watch from home. More traditionally, 
shomrim can sit at the funeral home. 

We are always in need of volunteers to fulfill this 
very important mitzvah of accompaniment.

If you have questions or are interested in volunteer-
ing, please call Alexandra Warshaw at 413-443-1434.

Call for Shomrim
Volunteers needed to fulfill this mitzvah
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19 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 25

Jordan B. Greenfield
Sayde Levine
Georgiy Rabinovich
Rose Broverman  
     Maefsky
Max Baz
Max Skoletsky
Pauline Landa
Marla Joy Lerner

20 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 26

Reuben Sandler
Rebecca Baz
Eli Black
Jacob Baer
Richard Smith
William Schifrin
Sylvia Klein Adelson
Abraham Auslander
Shulamith Auslander

21 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 27

George Garbowit
Grace Martin

22 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 28

Isaac Meyer Abeles
Anna Bass
Rose Gruberg
Herbert Secunda

Remember a loved one,  
honor a special occasion, 

a friend, or family member   
with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund

Call Naomi Schwartz  
at 413-841-0006.

23 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 29

Sally Lenhoff
Seymour Baer
Harriette Leeper
Bessie Morgenstein
Edith Marks
Rosalyn Suskind
Sidney Cohen
Alix Kowler

24 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 30

Harry Buckheim
Carrie Hyman
Samuel Cutler
Andrea Lipton Becker
Isadore Green

25 CHESHVAN -  
OCTOBER 31

Esther E. Altman
Shirley Zuckerman 
Everhart
Herbert Fishman
Ruth Katz
Esther Skoletsky

Adopt an "Orphan" Headstone 
Many of the older headstones in the KI cemetery are in need of cleaning but 

have no descendants to arrange it. By donating the $65 cleaning fee, you 
can have one cleaned. Don Sugarman at sugarman@berkshire.rr.com.

Be a Thanksgiving Angel 
Help KI raise funds for stuffing and turkeys to make up full meals for people 

who are food insecure. See page one for the full story.

Help South Congregational Church Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Congregational 

Church Food Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a 
check to the KI office. Please designate the church food pantry in the memo. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Social Justice Committee are currently distributing food 

cartons to families in Pittsfield. Carton packers and volunteer drivers are 
needed. For more information, email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

KI Cares
Volunteer with our KI Cares Committee, whose members phone other  

members of the community in need of a sincere connection. They also rally 
around others in our congregation who are experiencing illness and help 

when they can. If interested, contact Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to 

transportation. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer drivers with neigh-
bors who need a ride to health-related activities, including vaccination. 

Please call  Wheels for Wellness at 413-395-0109 to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedaka. These donations 

are the foundation of all that KI can offer, including unforeseen expenses for 
security and service options. Donate to a Fund or Endowment in honor or 
memory of family, friends, and occasions. These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan.  

If you would like to know more about how you might make such a  
commitment, email Arlene Schiff at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

 

Tzedaka Opportunities

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

These are just a few of the ways you can help others. If you know of a tzedaka  
opportunity you would like listed, please email Dee Griswold (deegriswold@gmail.com).

Yahrzeits 
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"Berkshire Weather" is a website I created. I am Jacob Klein, a teenage boy living in Berkshire County. When I was 
young, when my parents were away and I was with my grandparents, I saw lightning hit a tree. This tree was in my 
backyard. That lightning bolt did not just create a spark on a tree, but it created a spark in me. A spark that would 
light a flame that would become my love for the weather. 

Many call it the weather, some call it meteorol-
ogy, but I call it my passion. A teacher of mine 
asked me why I want to be a meteorologist, and I 
thought about it. The answer was because I want 
to make the community aware of the threats and 
hazards the weather can cause. I want to make 
my community prepared. I want my communi-
ty to have a place to go to for reliably accurate 
forecasts. 

My hope is for my website to grow and one day 
cover the whole country and beyond. For now it 
covers Berkshire County. In my family I am the 
one who is always telling everyone about the 
weather. I want this community to become my 
family too. My website is not just a website, but 
a home to all. 

Berkshire Weather—Weather Forecasting and 
Educating—at berkshireweather.com. 

How's the Weather?
KI Member Jacob Klein Creates "Berkshire Weather" to keep you informed.

Jacob Klein wearing his "Berkshire Weather" T-shirt (available for purchase).

As of this printing, Jacob has 20 blog subscribers, my-
self included. I look forward to his forecasts delivered 
with his unique personal commentary. His website is 
delightful and educational to explore. Bonus…no ad-
vertisements!—Nan Bookless


