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Knesset Israel will welcome Rabbi Richard Agler as this 
year’s Wildman Scholar-in-Residence on July 16-18, 
2021. Rabbi Agler will teach on themes discussed in his 
recent book, The Tragedy Test, and engage participants 
in deep yet uplifting conversations about life-changing 
loss, comforting others, and how to be a blessing.

Services that weekend are open to members and visi-
tors. However, reservations are required for Shabbat din-
ner in the ohel, the tent in KI's backyard. The schedule 
for the weekend, and how to make reservations, appear 
on page 4.

About The Tragedy Test

Rabbi Richard Dean Agler released his debut title, The 
Tragedy Test, a narrative written in 2019, in the wake of 
the sudden, accidental death of his twenty-six-year-old 
daughter, Talia. The schedule for the weekend, and in-
structions for making reservations, appear on page 4..

Published by Wipf and Stock of Eugene, Oregon, a tra-
ditional publisher of religious and academic titles, The Tragedy Test explores timeless 
questions of faith, belief, and resilience, among them: How could this have happened? 
Why did it happen? To me of all people? and where is life’s justice and fairness?

Rabbi Agler writes: "Trage-
dy tests us as nothing else 
does. When we experience 
life-changing loss, it tests us 
personally, it tests our un-
derstanding of the world, 
and it can test our faith. I’m 
a Rabbi, and it tested mine. 
When our twenty-six-year-
old daughter Talia was struck 
and killed by a motor ve-
hicle while jogging, my life 
was rocked. Tali was bright, 
healthy, and a vibrant young 
woman with her whole life in 
front of her. Things like this 
are not supposed to happen. 
But of course, they do. And 
when they do, we ask why? 
The physics of tragedy can 

be simple. But what of the metaphysics? 

Welcome Rabbi Richard Agler 
This year's Wildman Scholar-in-Residence

continued on page 8
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From the Rabbi

Rabbi David Weiner

Knesset Israel and the South Church Food Pantry
A partnership to alleviate food insecurity in the Berkshires 

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

This work makes a difference—every week, each box 
brings food to an individual, a couple, or a family who 

would otherwise not have enough to eat. 

Welcome to summer in the Berkshires! As we continue to 
gather in person for services and programming, I hope 
that this season brings a sense of renewal and rejuvena-
tion to the Knesset Israel community. I especially look 
forward to welcoming guests and prospective members 
to congregational events, indoors at the synagogue or 
outdoors in the big tent in our backyard. 

Looking Back, Looking Forward

The past fifteen months have brought many changes to 
congregational life. We have learned new skills, discov-
ering different ways to gather, study, pray, and support 

each other. I am pleased to put most of that knowledge back on the shelf and return 
to the services and events we have enjoyed over the years, in person, without fear. On 
the other hand, some of these changes have carried Knesset Israel forward—changes 
to our services, the introduction of livestreaming that welcomes people who are un-
able to attend in person, the use of videoconferencing for small meetings. The most 
impactful change, however, has been the deepening of Knesset Israel’s relationship 
with the South Church Food Pantry. I am grateful to Nancy Cook for leading this effort 
with vision and consistency. 

Answering the Need

As we were reorganizing synagogue life in the spring of 2020, leaders of the congre-
gation prioritized hosting worship, education, social opportunities for our congre-
gation, mutual support, and local tzedaka. A time-honored institution with an ex-
ceptional reputation for good works, the South Church Food Pantry emerged as the 
best vehicle for our giving. Instead of reinventing the wheel during the Covid crisis, KI 
chose to support the Church’s existing ministry to households that are food insecure. 
Our support would come in two forms: regular gifts from the congregation to the 
food pantry, offered through my discretionary fund ($8500 since March 13, 2020, not 
counting gifts made by members directly to the food pantry) and time from devot-
ed volunteers to pack customers’ cars and deliver groceries to the homes of people 
who cannot make it to the pantry. KI’s steady participation over the course of several 
months led the leaders of the food pantry to invite Nancy, representing Knesset Isra-
el, to join its steering committee. Steady support has evolved into partnership. This is 
a great honor and a significant responsibility.

How it Works 

I stopped by the South Church Food Pantry in late May to see the operation and 
talk with the volunteers and learn more about the pantry’s operation. While there, I 

also helped pack a few boxes for delivery. 
The project takes place on a large scale, 
including more than 240 home deliver-
ies per week and about 300 more boxes 
picked up at South Church. Every box 
includes canned soups, vegetables, fruit, 
beans, a bag of cereal, two or three loaves 
of bread, fresh produce, milk, eggs, and 
locally farmed meat. This work makes a 
difference—every week, each box brings 
food to an individual, a couple, or a family 
who would otherwise not have enough 
to eat. Additionally, the pantry serves 
breakfast two days a week and dinner on 
Wednesdays—approximately 200 people 
participate.

Opportunities for Service

The food pantry requires dozens of vol-
unteers in a variety of roles. Each role re-
quires availability at specific times during 
weekdays—earlier in the morning for 
packing boxes, around midday for deliv-
ery. Both roles require a volunteer to be 
able to walk comfortably while carrying 
food, and delivery, often done in teams of 
two, requires a personal vehicle and the 
ability to lift the boxes. This project can-
not be a one-time activity. Instead, vol-
unteers should anticipate treating their 
role as a job, something done for an hour 
or two consistently, week after week. It 
may be possible for two people to share 
one role, alternating weeks, months, or 
seasons. There is also a need for substi-
tute packers and delivery drivers. Those 
not available on weekday mornings or 
at lunchtime who want to participate 
should contribute funds or food to the 
food pantry, either through my pulpit 
fund or directly to the food pantry.

Many volunteers have already come for-
ward, but there are more roles available 
for this important project. To learn more, 
or to sign up, please contact Nancy Cook 
at splynter100@gmail.com. 
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Vaccination in our community is making life safer 
for everyone. Following evidence-based rec-
ommendations from the Centers for Disease 
Control and public health authorities, as well as 
the requirements of Jewish law, most Knesset 
Israel congregants have been vaccinated, and 
we encourage everyone else to follow suit. 

After the CDC dramatically changed its recommendations 
for vaccinated people, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
rescinded nearly all pandemic restrictions effective Saturday, 
May 29. The Governor cited firm evidence that vaccination pro-
tects those who have received the shots against infection with 
COVID-19, serious complications from COVID-19, and transmis-
sion of COVID-19 to others. At the same time, after months of 
restrictions meant to keep us safe, many continue to struggle 
with anxiety about returning to typical routines. 

Respect.

The new policies outlined below, developed in consultation 
with medical and public health experts, aim to rejuvenate con-
gregational life and to set a tone of respect for each other and 
our journeys.

Services.

Knesset Israel resumed typical weekend services on Saturday, 
May 29. We removed the extra podium, resumed ark openings 
and aliyot with the usual choreography, returned to walking 
the Torah in procession around the congregation, etc. For a few 
weeks, those who are not yet comfortable taking an aliyah from 
the bima will be permitted to do so from their seats. All gab-
baim and most service leaders and Torah readers are already 
vaccinated; by mid-June, all leaders, including younger teenag-
ers, should be.

Livestreaming takes place whenever services are held in the 
sanctuary, but some services that do not include Torah reading 
—especially Friday nights and Sunday morning—will be held 
outdoors during the summer. For now, Zoom weekday daven-
ing (Tuesday & Thursday evenings) is continuing.

Health Precautions.

Please attend services only if you are feeling well.

Masks and Social Distancing.

People who are vaccinated need not wear masks or maintain so-
cial distance at Knesset Israel. They may do so, however, if they 
choose to. People who are not yet vaccinated have a responsi-

bility to continue to wear masks and maintain 
social distance. Everyone should be respectful 

of everyone else’s personal space, seeking con-
sent before engaging in close speaking or giv-

ing a hug, especially if the other person is wearing 
a mask. Please keep in mind that children under 12 

are still unvaccinated.

Capacity Limits and Seating.

In general, capacity limits are lifted. However, KI has set aside the 
south sections of the sanctuary for socially distanced seating—
every other row, two empty seats between households. Addi-
tionally, the sliding doors remain open to accommodate such 
seating in the front of the social hall. 

Kiddush & Food Service.

Based on changes to the laws of the Commonwealth and the 
CDC recommendations, we are allowed to resume kiddush in 
the social hall and other communal meals. However, summer 
presents an opportunity for us to take things more gradually 
and, in so doing, be more welcoming to a wider range of poten-
tial participants. 

In good weather, kiddush is taking place outside “ba’ohel,” in a 
large tent set up in KI’s backyard for the season. At first, all food 
and drinks will be served, rather than using a self-service sys-
tem, though we anticipate that this practice will relax over the 
course of the summer. In poor weather, kiddush will take place 
indoors. We look forward to Shabbat dinners ba’ohel on July 16 
and August 20 – registration through Knessetisrael.org. Space 
is limited.

Classes, Board Meetings, and Other Congregational Meetings.

All classes and meetings may take place in person, ba’ohel (in 
the tent), or indoors. We imagine that there will be some meet-
ings that take place on Zoom now and again. 

Unvaccinated Children.

According to the current guidelines, unvaccinated children do 
not pose a risk to vaccinated adults. Indoors, all unvaccinated 
people will be required to wear a mask and observe social dis-
tancing. Outdoors they must maintain 3’ of social distance or 
wear a mask. Implications for family programs hosted on the KI 
grounds will be discussed with organizers and participants. Once 
the shots are available to children, KI will encourage vaccination.

We look forward to seeing each other this summer in person at 
Knesset Israel.

KOL K.I.

Knesset Israel Reopens—Everything You Need to Know
Public health, Jewish law, respect, precautions, cautions…
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My summer article was 
going to be devoted 
exclusively to our pro-
cess of opening up and 
our re-entry into com-
munal synagogue life, 
but I must begin with 
what lays heavy on my 
heart. As I was writing 
my column I received 
the news that our be-
loved Myrna Hammer-

ling took her final breath. Myrna’s life and legacy is 
therefore occupying my thoughts.

Myrna, or Masha Ita bat Yaacov ha Levivi Shushka 
(as a Gabbai, I called her to the Torah for an Aliyah 
more times than I can count), was a past President 
and professional leader of this shul. Her radiant smile, 
boundless energy, commitment to learning and so-
cial justice, creative ideas, and love for this communi-
ty guided her in everything she did. As an institution, 
we have benefited greatly from her contributions and 
profoundly feel the void from her death. 

When we learned that Myrna’s illness had reached the 
level where she began the process of transitioning 
from this world, the Rabbi and I sent her a letter on 
your behalf. I am reprinting the letter here so that you 
can be assured she knew how loved and appreciated 
she was by this community.

May Myrna’s devotion to living her life honestly, justly, 
with love and compassion, inspire us to be our best 
selves and to continue the work she began.

As our community opens up, we hope you will join us 
in the sanctuary and under the Ohel in the backyard. 
In addition, the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival will be 
operating its virtual season with a host of interesting 
and compelling films.

Wishing you all a peaceful summer and I look forward 
to seeing you IN PERSON!

Richard Simons

Life Cycle
Remembering and continuing

From the President

 
April 26, 2021 

Dearest Myrna:

We wanted to take a moment and send you a note on behalf 
of the congregation to which you have devoted countless 
hours as a lay and professional leader. Myrna, your imprint 
on the lives of our congregants is indelible and lasting.

We are not even sure if we can adequately recap the things 
you have done for KI. You were the first woman president of 
the shul taking the helm at a critical time. During your ten-
ure, Rabbi Rulnick informed the congregation that he was 
choosing to move on. We had not been involved in a Rabbi 
search for over 18 years. We felt loss and were worried as to 
how we would manage without a Rabbi while we searched 
for our next spiritual leader. You led with calm and tenacity. 
You empowered the congregation to not only sustain, but to 
stretch. People prepared divrei Torah and took on the role 
of service leader. To this day, we reap the benefits of the 
skills developed that year.

After you transitioned careers from real estate to Jewish 
studies, you changed your role from lay leader to profes-
sional leader. For many years you led our Hebrew school. 
You were devoted to the mission of instilling the love of 
Jewish learning into the minds of our youngest congregants.

We watched you grow into your current position of Director 
of Adult Education. You were focused on bringing new ideas, 
different formats and creativity into our programming. Your 
students revere you. You provided entree for many of your 
students into synagogue life. We will watch your students 
continue to grow and appreciate you each time we witness 
their involvement.

We are a family at Knesset Israel. We celebrated with you 
and Elie on each of your families' milestones. We also 
mourned together when you sustained devastating losses. 
We send you an incredible embrace of love and gratitude. 
We are a stronger congregation because of you.

Wishing you peace.

Your beloved shul,

Rabbi David,Weiner,          Richard A. Simons, 
         Rabbi                          President

May Myrna’s devotion to living  
her life honestly, justly, 

 with love and compassion,  
inspire us to be our best selves…
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July /August 2021 Calendar

JULY CANDLE LIGHTING:

Friday, July 2 ................................................................... 8:15 p.m.

Friday, July 9 ................................................................... 8:13 p.m.

Friday, July 16 ................................................................. 8:09 p.m.

Friday, July 23 ................................................................ 8:04  p.m.

Friday, July 30 ................................................................. 7:45 p.m.

AUGUST CANDLE LIGHTING:

Friday, August 6 ............................................................. 7:48 p.m. 

Friday, August 13 ........................................................... 7:39 p.m.

Friday, August 20 ........................................................... 7:29 p.m.

Friday, August 27 ........................................................... 7:17 p.m.

Candle Lighting

July/August Service Schedule:

n  TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING 
     ZOOM ............................................................................7:00 p.m. 
     Zoom ID # 934-910-554 

n  KABBALAT SHABBAT / FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES 
    No service July 2
    IN PERSON ..................................................................5:45 p.m.* 
    *July 16 & August 20, service at 7:15 p.m., after 5:45 dinner 

n  SHABBAT / SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES
     IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM .......................................9:30 a.m.

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 
    IN PERSON  ....................................................................8:45 a.m.

Help alleviate food insecurity. KI's Social Justice Commit-
tee has been working closely with South Congregational 
Church to deliver food. We have a constant, pressing need 
for more people who can drive every week and for people 
who can commit to helping out occasionally when extra 
hands are needed. Deliveries are on Mondays at 11:30 a.m. 
They take about an hour, and masks are required. For more 
information email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

Notices & Updates

The KI Shabbat Central website/padlet is no more. All com-
munications will be through our traditional mailings, Shab-
bat and holiday booklets, e-news, website, KOL K.I., etc.

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is  
requested that you refrain from conducting synagogue 
business via email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. 
Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests to Diana by 
email at office@knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. Friday 
mornings.

Submit a musing. Kol K.I. would love to publish an article 
by you. Send us a story, your musings on a Jewish experi-
ence or subject, thoughts about your experiences during 
these crazy times. Musings by adults, teens, and children 
will be considered. 

Make sure you get your listings and donations in to the office for the 
5872 High Holidays Announcement Book by Friday, July 30. 

  
This year there are three ways to support Knesset Israel:  

flowers for the bima, personal or business New Year's greetings,  
and the Yizkor memorial book.

A form has been mailed to your household. If you did not recieve one please contact the KI office.

Welcome. 
We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 
We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 
We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 

We are here to transform our world.

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose



 KOL K.I.  •   JULY / AUGUST 2021   •    TAMMUZ / AV / ELUL 5781  n  7

July /August 2021 Calendar

A week or two before Rosh Hashana, Knesset Israel convenes a 
Saturday evening service that sets the tone for Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur. This year, Jane Rosen will join Laura Rosenthal 
and Rabbi Weiner to lead an inspiring evening of study, song, 
and prayer. The next morning, KI will hold its annual Cemetery 
 Memorial Service.   

 
n  Friday, August 27 
 Kabbalat Shabbat ba’ohel (in the tent) ..................5:45 p.m. 

n  Saturday, August 28  

 • Shabbat Shaharit  
   In the Sanctuary and Livestream ......................9:30 a.m. 

 • Shabbat Minha, and Prepare Your Soul 
   See description below  ........................................7:15 p.m. 

 • Maariv, Havdala, and Selihot  
   In the Sanctuary and Livestream ......................8:30 p.m. 

n  Sunday, August 29 

 • Sunday Morning Minyan, ba’ohel (in the tent) ..8:45 a.m. 

 • Cemetery Memorial Service, KI Cemetery ........10:00 a.m.

Selihot Weekend: August 27–29

1). The Six Remembrances 

At the end of the weekday morning service, traditional prayer 
books include the Ten Commandments and the what are known 
as the Six Remembrances. Together we will explore these six 
things we are encouraged to remember and let them inspire 
ways we might choose to remember the past year. Based on 
the work of Jewish Theological Seminary Chancellor Shuly Ru-
bin-Schwartz, this workshop will be facilitated by Rabbi Weiner.  

Same class, offered twice: 

Sunday, August 15..........................................9:30 a.m-10:45 a.m.  
      In-person ba’ohel at Knesset Israel 

Thursday, August 19.................................10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m.    
     On Zoom 

Sessions to Prepare for  
Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur

July /August 2021 Calendar

Rabbi Weiner facilitates sessions meant to help us prepare for Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. Independent of each other, the two 
sessions will introduce themes that will feature in Rabbi Weiner’s 
teachings during the holidays. 

He  
Retores 
My Soul

2). Selihot—Thy Rod and Thy Staff 

Saturday, August 28....................................7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Using the techniques of Soulful Education, we will read Psalm 23 
as if we were encountering it for the first time, letting its imagery 
speak to us personally and deeply as we prepare for this season 
of compassion and forgiveness. Facilitated by Rabbi Weiner. 

Upcoming Hebrew School Events

n  Sunday, August 29—Welcome Back BBQ at KI.

n  Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur—Children’s programming 
and Family Services

n  Sunday, September 19 —Apple Picking

For more information and questions please contact Judith at 
jweiner@knessetisrael.org

10  
commandments 
..............................

6 
Remembrances

Ongoing Adult Education Classes 

n  MUSSAR 
with Rabbi Pamela Wax 
Sundays ..........................................................................9:30-11 a.m. 
For registered participants only. The class is at capacity and is 
not accepting new students at this time. 
July 11, Aug. 8 
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How do we come to terms with senseless and random tragedies? How do we live mean-
ingfully in a world where they happen as often as they do? And finally, where is G-d in all of 
this? I knew lots of ways to answer these questions, but suddenly, when it mattered most, 
too many of them were not good enough. I was not passing the tragedy test, and neither 
was my understanding of my faith. So I sat down to write, not knowing where the process 
would lead. As I wrote, I wrestled with many beliefs I had long taken for granted. Some of 
them seemed valid, others did not. It ultimately led to this book, an account of my journey 
from devastation to - at least some - peace. It might help you on yours as well.” 

About Rabbi Agler

Richard Dean Agler is a native of New York City. Following ordination at the Hebrew Union 
College, Rabbi Agler served at the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in Manhattan. After mov-
ing to Florida in 1980, he held pulpits in Vero Beach and Boca Raton. In 1984 he became 
the Founding Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Israel in Boca Raton. During his tenure the con-
gregation grew from four families in a living room to more than 1200 member families on 
the Yamato Road campus. He subsequently served as Resident Scholar of the Keys Jewish 
Community Center in Tavernier, Florida and was named Scholar Emeritus upon his depar-
ture in 2020.

Today, as Director of the Tali Fund, he actively supports the work of the Talia Agler Girls’ Shelter for trafficked, abused, and exploited 
girls in Nairobi, Kenya and promotes awareness of and registration for organ donation. He currently tours and lectures on the work 
of the Tali Fund, as well as on the subjects of his first book, The Tragedy Test: Making Sense of Life Changing Loss, published by Wipf 
and Stock in 2018. 

Make dinner reservations for Friday, July 16 at knessetisrael.org  •  $20 for adults / free for children under 18.

FRIDAY, JULY 16

5:45 p.m.—Dinner ba’ohel (in the 
tent) in KI's backyard, by reservation 
only, due to limited space. Make 
reservations at knessetisrael.org, 
$20 for adults / free for children 
under 18.

7:15 p.m.—Kabbalat Shabbat in the 
sanctuary (also on Livestream).

8:15 p.m.—Rabbi Agler will teach:  
Making Sense of Life-Changing Loss. 
Sooner or later, loss comes to all of 
us. How can we make sense of it? 
How has our tradition made sense 
of it? And where is G-d when it 
happens? 

SATURDAY, JULY 17

9:30 a.m.—Shabbat morning services in the sanctuary (also on Livestream)

Approximately 10:45 a.m.—Rabbi Agler will teach an interactive session, 
                        Comforting the Bereaved: What to Say, and What Not to Say.  
                             (also on Livestream)

12:15 p.m.—Light kiddush at the conclusion of services 

8:00 p.m.—Shabbat Minha in the sanctuary (also on Livestream)

8:30 p.m.—Rabbi Weiner will teach a session on Tisha B’av.  
                        (also on Livestream)

9:15 p.m.—Maariv and the chanting of Lamentations by candlelight   
                       (also on Livestream)

 
SUNDAY, JULY 18

8:45 a.m.—Tisha B’av Morning Service in the sanctuary (also on Livestream)

10:30 a.m.—Rabbi Agler will teach: Nevertheless: In spite of it all, how to be a 
blessing, as well as hold a book signing in the sanctuary (also Livestream). 

Wildman Scholar-in-Residence

Schedule for Rabbi Richard Agler Weekend
July 16-18—which is also Tisha B’av weekend

Rabbi Richard Agler continued from page 1



July 5, 4:00 p.m. - A Crime on the Bayou • 
A Black man bravely challenges the most 
powerful white supremacist in 1960s 
Louisiana with the help of a young Jew-
ish attorney. (Documentary) 

July 5, 4:00 p.m - Mr. Jones • Welsh jour-
nalist Gareth Jones risks his life to ex-
pose the truth about the devastating 
famine in the Soviet Union in the early 
1930s. (Narrative)  

July 12, 4:00 p.m. - Schocken: On the 
Edge of Consensus  •  Salman Schocken, 
the King of department stores in Ger-
many before WWII, possessed a unique 
collection of 60,000 rare books, found-
ed a modern Jewish publishing house, 
and later owned the Haaretz newspaper. 
(Documentary)

July 12, 8:00 p.m. - Michael Tilson Thomas: 
Where Now Is • Born into a creative Jew-
ish family, Michael Tilson Thomas is the 
third generation of his family to pursue 
an artistic career and has spent his life 
stretching the boundaries of classical 
music. (Documentary)  

July 19, 4:00 p.m. - Soros • Demystifying 
the controversial financier who dares to 
tackle global problems, illuminating one 
of the world’s richest philanthropists. 
(Documentary)

July 19, 8:00 p.m. - Shalom Taiwan  •  This 
uplifting dramatic comedy follows the 
misadventures of Rabbi Aaron as he tries 
to raise funds to repay a loan by embark-
ing on a transformative journey to Taiwan. 
(Narrative)

July 26, 4:00 p.m. - Magic Men  •  An Israeli 
magician and his estranged son make a 
sentimental journey through Greece to 
reclaim the past in this cinematic gem. 
(Narrative)

July 26, 8:00 p.m. - 'Til Kingdom Come •   
A rare look at the unlikely alliance be-
tween America’s Evangelical Christians 
and the State of Israel, revealing the 
power and peril of wielding prophecy as 
a political tool. (Documentary) 

August 2, 4:00 p.m. - The Invisible Line: 
America’s Nazi Experiment • With a 
teacher seeking to explain how Hitler 
brainwashed the Germans, high school 
students were subjected to a Nazi-like 
code of conduct. The 5-day experiment 
spiraled out of control, attracting stu-
dents to the rising fascist movement.  
(Documentary) 

August 2, 8:00 p.m - Tango Shalom •  
Moshe Yehuda, a Hasidic Rabbi and am-
ateur hora dancer, played by Jos Lania-
do, enters a televised Tango competition 
to save his Yeshiva from bankruptcy.  
(Narrative)

August 9, 4:00 p.m. - 5 Short Films:   
Cinema Rex, Mum’s Hairpins, Eddy’s World, 
Empty Spaces, A Father’s Kaddish

August 9, 8:00 p.m. - 200 Meters • A 200 
meter distance becomes a 200 kilometer 
odyssey as a Palestinian father embarks 
on a perilous journey to reach his hospi-
talized son in this tense yet tender family 
drama about the human toll of oppres-
sion. (Narrative)

August 16, 4:00 p.m. - Comrade Dov • A 
thought-provoking portrait of a unique 
politician who refuses to give up even as 
reality deals him one blow after another. 
(Documentary)  

August 16, 8:00 p.m. - Winter Journey •  
Centering on a father and his son’s search 
for the truth about his parents’ experienc-
es during Hitler’s ascent, George Gold-
smith (Bruno Ganz) recalls the events 
leading to his and his wife’s 1941 escape 
from Germany. (Narrative non-fiction)  

2021 Berkshire Jewish Film Festival Schedule

All proceeds go to supporting the Knesset Israel Hebrew School. BJFF would not be possible without 
the generous support of the Wolfson Family Foundation, John Bergman Charitable Trust,  

MountainOne, the Spitz-Tuchman Charitable Trust, Greylock Federal Credit Union, Berkshire Bank, 
and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. A Father's Kaddish– August 9 • 4 p.m.

Please check the film schedule on our website: Berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org

Mr. Jones– July 5 • 8 pm. • 4 p.m.

Tango Shalom– August 2 • 8 pm. 

'Til Kingdom Come– July 26 • 8 pm.



10  n   KOL K.I.  •   JULY / AUGUST 2021   •    TAMMUZ / AV / ELUL 5781

Spotlight On

Hi Lisa! It is such a pleasure to have you 
as my guest this month. You have a tre-
mendous background in so many areas: 
not-for-profit management, social work, 
education, and now an outstanding ca-
reer working with our Massachusetts State 
Representative, Tricia Farley-Bouvier. It's 
been quite an arc of accomplishment as a 
professional. Can you tell me a little about 
what you do with Tricia, and what parts of 
it you enjoy the most?

Lisa: Thank you so much, Phil, for having 
me as your guest this month. I am hum-
bled and honored. When I first started 
working for Representative Farley-Bou-
vier 6 and a half  years ago, I was her only 
staff. That meant I did everything: all her 
scheduling, helping constituents, run-
ning the district office, legislative work, 
including researching various topics, and producing her show on PCTV. In January 
2020 a second Legislative Aide, based in Boston, joined the office, and we split re-
sponsibilities. Since then my work has focused on scheduling Tricia and constituent 
services, as well as drafting letters of support for district projects and prepping letters 
for Tricia to send to new homeowners in Pittsfield.

Covid has impacted everyone in different ways. How has that changed the work 
that you and Tricia do here in the community?

Lisa: In March 2020, when the Governor ordered us to stay home, I remember Tricia 
saying that she wanted excellent constituent service. She knew that unemployment 
was going to be a big issue. That is when I started focusing my time on helping the 
constituents of the 3rd Berkshire District navigate through unemployment and get 
their issues resolved so they could receive benefits. I have helped more than 250 peo-
ple with unemployment.

We also started a newsletter to keep people informed about what was going on with 
the pandemic. It has really helped reach people in a whole new way. Since we have 
been working from home, everything has been done on the computer through email 
and Zoom meetings.

Volunteering is also a major part of your life here in the Berkshires. Not only were 
you a long-time member of the professional team at Elder Services, you are now also 
a committed volunteer for the organization. This must be very special to you. Tell us 
about Elder Services and about your own involvement there over many years.

Lisa: Elder Services is a wonderful organization that offers many services to the 60-plus 

population. Mostly known for providing 
in-home services to homebound elders, 
they also provide Meals On Wheels and 
offer programs such as money man-
agement, as well as the SHINE program, 
which helps elders with health informa-
tion needs.

I worked for Elder Services for 16 years, 
until 2002, and loved that work, but 
needed a change. When I came to work 
for Representative Farley-Bouvier she 
asked me to serve as her designee to 
the Elder Services Advisory Council. I 
currently serve as the Council chair. It is 
great to be on the other side now, work-
ing with the Council as a volunteer, as I 
once was the staff person who worked 
with them.

You must be a baking maven! What can 
you tell us about your project with the 
Berkshire Thanksgiving Baking Angels 
and your work for the Elizabeth Free-
man Center?

Many years ago, my mother baked 
Christmas cookies and brought them to 
Soldier On and really, she was the one 
who inspired me. After a couple of years 
of getting a few friends to bake sweet 
breads for the folks at Soldier On, I got 
this idea that maybe I could get people 
to bake sweet breads for the Thanksgiv-
ing Angels food distribution. In 2015 the 
Berkshire Thanksgiving Baking Angels 
was born. Using the social media plat-
form Facebook, I spread the word and 
have been successful at recruiting more 
than 100 people and groups each year to 
bake breads, such as banana, zucchini, 
and pumpkin. In fact, many KI members 
bake.

During the past year I looked for ways to 
keep busy while staying home. I have a 

Lisa Udel
A life of service—by Phil Coleman

There can never be too much loving kindness or chesed. —Heather Wolf
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friend who serves on the Elizabeth Freeman Board. While many of the board 
members make dinner for the shelter residents, some do not like making 
dessert. So I offered to make cookies. That is how I got involved with baking 
for the Elizabeth Freeman Center. I bake two batches every other weekend 
and a board member picks them up from me.

How important is Jewish life and involvement at KI to you, and what do 
you enjoy the most about the synagogue?

Lisa: Many people may not know that I am a Jew by choice. I can now say 
that I have lived as a Jewish person more than half my life. Saying I am a 
Jew by choice really means something to me. I chose Judaism, not because 
I had to, but because it was what I wanted. I studied under Rabbi Silton and 
his wife, Fay, in Albany, New York. Following my conversion, Judaism has 
played a very important role in how I live. Ed and I were committed to rais-
ing our children with full involvement in synagogue life. Some of my fond-
est memories are when my children were little and we would celebrate the 
holidays with other young families at synagogue meals.

After the kids were grown and living elsewhere we continued to attend 
Saturday morning services. I have always found a great deal of comfort in 
praying as part of a larger group. I also enjoy the Rabbi’s teachings. But 
my favorite thing about the synagogue is the opportunity to engage with 
fellow congregants in social action and acts of loving kindness. Helping 
others is at the core of who I am. That is why I became a social worker and 
why the constituent services part of my job brings me so much joy and 
satisfaction.

As if you are not busy enough, what are some of your hobbies, activities, 
or outside interests that people may not know about?

Lisa: In addition to what I have already mentioned, I also started and co-
chaired the Bagshare Project Pittsfield Chapter. We sew reusable bags that 
are donated to local food pantries. I haven’t done much sewing since the 
pandemic started, but hope to get back to it soon. I love to cook and am 
always trying new recipes. Ed tells me I am a gourmet cook, but really, I 
believe if you can read a recipe you can be a successful cook.

I also believe in and like to support our local farmers. For many years we 
have been members of a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) pro-
gram. As a result we have tried and added many new vegetables to our 
meals. Additionally, I serve on the Board of Directors of Berkshire Commu-
nity Action Council. BCAC is an anti-poverty agency and provides services 
and support to those living in poverty. I truly believe in their mission and 
am so pleased to help guide the organization. And who doesn’t love mah-
jong? I play in a weekly group on line and we are looking forward to getting 
back together in person after Covid.

This was great, thanks so much Lisa!

Spotlight On

She cooks and she bakes…

…and she serves!

Remember a loved one, honor a special occasion, a friend,  
or family member, by a donation to the Bima Flower Fund

Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006.
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End of Year Celebration

On Monday, May 31, KI’s Hebrew School held a special Junior Congregation service 
to celebrate the end of the year and especially, our four new Torah readers in the 4th 
and 5th grades. Special congratulations to Asher Cook-Dubin, Levi Denmark, Jacob 
Herzberg, and Shira Weiner on your Torah readings, as well as to all the Hebrew School 
students and faculty for a great year of accomplishments during a remarkable time.

Hebrew School Registration opens in August

We are working hard this summer to bring families an exciting Hebrew School year 
in the fall. Registration will open for Hebrew School in August. Classes will be offered 
from pre-school to high school. Please contact Judith Weiner for any and all questions 
about Hebrew School and Family and Teen programs at jweiner@knessetisrael.org.  

Upcoming Events

Sunday, August 29—Welcome Back BBQ at KI.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur—Children’s programming and Family services.

Sunday, September 19—Apple Picking.

For more information and questions, please contact Judith at jweiner@knessetisrael.org

Ready to Dine?
Gauging interest for get-togethers

It’s been a long winter and an even more 
difficult year for many. As more people 
become vaccinated and restrictions are 
lifted, we are offering KI members and 
their friends the opportunity to dine to-
gether.

We would like to schedule some dinners 
and lunches in August at Jae’s Restaurant 
at the Hilton Garden Inn, but before we 
do, it would be helpful to know approxi-
mately how many people are interested. 
Expressing interest is not a commitment, 
but gives us an idea of how to plan.

Jae's is offering fish or vegetarian meals. 
Jae will also make a contribution to the 
synagogue.

If you think this is something that might 
interest you, please email Bobbi Cohn at-
Cohnbobbi1947@gmail.com and let her 
know the following:

n Lunch or dinner?

n Indoor or outdoor seating?

n Preferred days of the week?

Looking forward to hearing from you!

Gabe Dahari's Clothing Drive for Kids
A note from David and Gabe Dahari

Updates

News from the Hebrew School

Thank you so much to everyone involved in the effort to help end clothing insecurity 
among children in Massachusetts. 

Through your kindness and generosity, we were able to collect more than 1000 chil-
dren's clothing items to donate to Cradles to Crayons. With our car filled to the brim 
with clothes, we delivered the donation to the dropoff location in Lenox, Mass. on May 
22. The clothes were taken to the main sorting facility in Boston and will be distributed 
to families throughout the state in the coming months. 

Again, thank you for taking time to make a contribution to this collection drive. We 
hope that you continue to keep clothing insecure children in mind and make future 
donations...every little bit makes a difference. 

Food choices matter  
because they are the 

most consistent  
ethical decision we make 

throughout our day.  

— Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz

Eating is the best  
of prayers.  

– Avrunin
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Your  
community 

wants to share 
in your good 

news.  

Special Birthdays, Milestones, 
Babies Born, Awards Won… 

any and all nachas.

Send details to KOL K.I.  
editor Dee Griswold:  

deegriswold@gmail.com.

High-resolution photographs 
to nan.2194@icloud.com

Birthdays & Anniversaries

August Birthdays continued from page 2

yom nisuyim sameach

n Jacob Herzberg ....................... August 12

n Richard Ferren ......................... August 14

n Natalya Yantovsky .................. August 15

n Michael Albert ......................... August 16

n Harvey Zimbler ....................... August 16

n Michael Edwards .................... August 18

n Ruth Lebovitz Markovits ...... August 19

n Kay Lerner ................................. August 20

n Robin Fleet ................................ August 21

n Rose Sutter ............................... August 21

n Cindy Mann .............................. August 22

n James Frank .............................. August 22

n Catherine Louise May ........... August 23

n Joel Wolk ................................... August 24

n Sarah Klein ................................ August 26

n David Leinwand ...................... August 27

n Ariel Katz ................................... August 27

n Pearl Sutter ............................... August 27

n Carol Link.....................................Augus 27

n Charles Raser............................ August 28

n Jacob Klein ................................ August 28

n Irving (Dave) Krawet.............. August 28

n Yevgeny Kutik .......................... August 28

n Eliot Stern .................................. August 29

n Phoebe Sugarman ................. August 30

n Ely Hochfelder ......................... August 31

n Arielle Nechamah Sebestyen ....Aug 31

n Galina Sirota ............................. August 31

n Susan Miller .............................. August 31

n Andrew Lebowitz ................... August 31

n Murray and Barbara Akresh .................................................................................................... July 1

n David and Kyneret Albert ........................................................................................................ July 2

n Joel and Trudy Balizer ............................................................................................................... July 2

n Colin and Sopheap Nhim Ovitsky ........................................................................................ July 7

n Michael and Allison Rosenthal ............................................................................................July 14

n Harold and Harriet Shair .......................................................................................................... July 5

n Jerome Socolof and Kate Gigliotti ....................................................................................... July 3

July Anniversaries

n Joel and Phyllis Curran .................................................................................................... August 29

n Richard Simons and Marcie Greenfield Simons ..................................................... August 11

n Allen and Rosalind Kopfstein ......................................................................................... August18

n Mark and Elisa Snowise .................................................................................................... August16

n Andrew and Sandra Snyder ............................................................................................ August30

n Bill and Kathleen Todd ..................................................................................................... August 24

n Joel and Fran Wolk ...............................................................................................................August 9

n Lawrence and Bette Sue Rosenthal ............................................................................ August 11

n Noah and Kika Cook-Dubin ........................................................................................... August 20

August Anniversaries

n Renee Robbins ...........................August 1

n Michael Lipton ...........................August 3

n Ariel Udel ......................................August 4

n David Dahari ...............................August 4

n Howard Lerner ...........................August 5

n Joel Cohen ...................................August 6

n Stephen Levine ..........................August 6

n Kathleen Todd ............................August 7

n Melissa Siegel .............................August 7

n Jonathan Samel .........................August 7

n Nina Snowise ..............................August 8

n Yael Snowise ................................August 8

n Brett Goldberg ...........................August 9

n Colin Ovitsky ............................ August 12

n Leatrice Finck ........................... August 12

n Sarah Emily Lev, granddaughter of 
Sheila Donath, graduated with honors 
from Davidson College and also was in-
ducted to Phi Beta Kappa. Sarah is tak-
ing a year off before she decides wheth-
er to apply for law school or some other  
advanced degree.

Member Mitzvah
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KOL K.I.

Every Sunday morning for the past few years, Rabbi Pamela Wax has led a group of 
Knesset Israel members in the study of Mussar. Mussar is an ancient Jewish spiritual, 
virtue-based, and transformative practice, meant to guide us through life. It is based 
on the idea that by nuturing inner virtues or middot, we can become better people. The 
starting point for Mussar is the verse in the Torah that tells us: "You shall be holy." As 
Alan Morinis, founder of the Mussar Institute, writes in his book Everyday Holiness, "The 
Torah here reveals…what a human being's job description is. In essence we are here 
on earth for no other purpose than to grow and blossom spiritually—to become holy."

It is an introspective, very personal discipline. Rabbi Wax's teachings guide us through 
readings, discussion, journaling, song, prayer, Torah, and teachings. 

A recent middah was Chiyut/Awareness, Vitality. After we listened to a wonderful chant,   
Chai Ani, I Am Alive, by David Zeller, Rabbi Wax asked us to create our own expression of 
Chiyut, be it a poem, a prayer, or a tribute—using the letters in the word to inspire us. We 
would like to share our results with you:

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our  children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•

together.
Supportive calls to other members

KI. Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•

Practicing Mussar
A moment in the journey of spiritual growth

C   Creativity
H   Happens
I     Inside
Y    Your
U    Understanding of
T    Tefereth
(Tefereth  is Hebrew for Beauty)

Creative, a word so over-used, like talent, 
I pull away from it

HaShem, I don’t understand, therefore  
I seek.

I/Not I/I struggle with mortality  
of those I love 

Y/Yes, always say Yes to life

U/You the other, who ARE you?

T–time–time going by is too difficult to  
bear. I want to be by the OCEAN for her  
timelessness

Choices and challenges

Halacha and humility

Integrity

Yearning and stretching

Understanding, wondering, wandering 

Truth

Check  
your  
ideas.  
You  
undoubtedly have 
talent. 

Can this collection of squares on the screen

hold our prayers

in the way the shapes, the quilt 

you made

understands our 

tears

Creating  
healing  
intentions  
yet  
undulating  
tenacity!

Calling from my 
Heart 
I 
Yearn to find in Being 
Understanding and 
Timeless Peace
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21 TAMMUZ - JULY 1

Saul J. Cohen
Irene Baer

22 TAMMUZ - JULY 2

Archie Newman
Abraham J. Reder
Sidney Ginsberg
Esther G. Kriger

23 TAMMUZ - JULY 3

Mary Aronovitz
Clara Mindlin Margolin
Francis Wainhouse 
Rabinovitz
Pearl Goodman
Walter Epstein
Dale Gelber
Max Lenhoff

24 TAMMUZ - JULY 4

Rachel Felds
Pauline Feldstein
Audrey Schlanger
Sidney Metzger
Judith Sellner

25 TAMMUZ - JULY 5

Jacob Geller
Sidney Goodman
Arthur Kriger
Julius Lampert
Lois London

26 TAMMUZ - JULY 6

Rose C. Rife
Regina Sason
Benjamin L. Swirsky
Mendel Aldersheim
David Katz

27 TAMMUZ - JULY 7

Elie Hammerling
Henry Simkin
Edward Bass
Pearl Sherman
Emil Metropole

28 TAMMUZ - JULY 8

Ida Block
Miriam Helitzer
Sarah Moskowitz
Beatrice Drimmer
Alvin Kass

29 TAMMUZ - JULY 9

Joseph Rod
Morris Wolfe
Ralph Goodman
Ethel Martin Brown

1 AV - JULY 10

Ida Gibner
Neil Radsken
Doris Soman
Max Alimansky
Milton Bergman
Philip Abel
Sylvia Geller
Minnie Cotton

2 AV - JULY 11

Bernard Poretz
Bernard Schulman
Michael Nathaniel 
    Shute
Ernest Blank
Regina Siegel
Abraham L. Ginsberg
Priscilla Less Wood
Louis Green
Fredric Meyers

3 AV - JULY 12

Beatrice Kopfstein
Gladys Zahavah Novick
Joe Weiss
Elizabeth Zaslavskaya

4 AV - JULY 13

Samuel Yantovsky
Lee Robinson

5 AV - JULY 14

Morris Lubin
Herman Abramson
Shirlee Robbins
Shirley Halperin
Bertha Zemmel  
   Samuels

6 AV - JULY 15

Alfred Fellner
Ethel Ferber
Rose Libby Marvin
David Bashevkin
Benjamin Sidransky

7 AV - JULY 16

Ira Siegel
Richard Amron

8 AV - JULY 17

Benjamin Bookless
Nathan Pinsky
Samuel Cohen
Rose P. Bass
Dora Goodman
Mote Blank
Helen Tallen
Susan Margulies

9 AV - JULY 18

David Lipshitz

10 AV - JULY 19

Eve Lipman
Maximilian Kowler

11 AV - JULY 20

Dorothy Haims
Eva Aronson Greenfeld

12 AV - JULY 21

Gladys Wilansky
Bessie Adelson
Samuel Aronstein
Roney Weis
Fannie Feldman
Eleanor Liss
Shirley Dolinger
Jesse Ginsberg
Madelyne Goldin

13 AV - JULY 22

Beatrice A. Epstein
Meyer David Graubard
Joseph Stern

14 AV - JULY 23

Miriam Levinson
Barry E. Alper
Max Raser
Merrill Silverstein

15 AV - JULY 24

Pincus Herzl Auslander
Herman Weitzen
Beatrice Dichner
David Gold
Samuel Novick
Bruce Rossomando

16 AV - JULY 25

Philip Baron
Sydney Berg

17 AV - JULY 26

Hilda Betten
Robert R. Fingeroth
Boris Berlin
L. George Reder
Claire Tauber

18 AV - JULY 27

Milton Selkowitz
Irving Singer
Frederick Lezberg

19 AV - JULY 28

Barbara Gordon
Isadore Davidoff
Harry Gitelman
Irving Bikofsky
Ethel Shusterman

20 AV - JULY 29

Helen Masters
Elbert Kaplan
Liebe Bikofsky
Edith Friedman
Anna B. Goodheartz
Jennie Lipson
Anna Garbowit
Lena Louzin
Jacob Joseph Nelson
Eva Rife
Jennie Swirsky
Lucille Grossman

21 AV - JULY 30

Alfred S.J. Goldin
Benjamin Hurewitz
Frances Simkin
Lipman Arnold 
   Katzman
James Burgone
Dorothy Smith
Meyer Gilner
Rebecca Rachel Klein
Rita Toscher
Ahron Frommer
Isidore Schlanger

22 AV - JULY 31

Max Katz
Edith Kaufman Cohen
Margaret Goodman
Joyce Kaufman

Yahrzeits • July/August 2021  •  Tammuz/Av/Elul 5781

Between stimulus and response there is a 
space. In that space is our power to choose 

our response. In our response lies our 
growth and our freedom.

—Victor Frankl
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Yahrzeits • July/August 2021  •  Tammuz/Av/Elul 5781

23 AV - AUGUST 1

Freda Perlmutter
Zalman Kominiar
Linda Posell
Koppel Shusterman
Gertrude Lusthaus 
   Finger

24 AV - AUGUST 2

Adeline Schortz
Morris Weiss
Howard H. Braun
Morris Horelly

25 AV - AUGUST 3

Margie Rosenthal
Alexander Mason
Rubin Oringer
Albert Shindler
Miriam Cohen
Henry Kamm
Solomon Lipson

26 AV - AUGUST 4

Florence Simon  
   Lebovitz
Harold Herman  
   Schreiber

27 AV - AUGUST 5

Leona Green
Annie Feder  
   Bashevkin
Celia Lerman

28 AV - AUGUST 6

Kenneth Schwartz
Benjamin Rosen
Sydney Kanter

29 AV - AUGUST 7

Marjorie Garber  
   Rappoport
Leo Solomon
Shirle Stahl

30 AV - AUGUST 8

Sarah Blasberg  
   Auslander

1 ELUL - AUGUST 9

Albert Cohen
Dora Kanter
Fred Goetz
Joseph Plotsky

2 ELUL - AUGUST 10

Muriel M. Gersh
David H. Shair
Florence Hazen
Nathan Pines
Ann Pomerantz

3 ELUL - AUGUST 11

Hedy Kamm
Ruth Rosen
Harry Rudich
Milton Aronstein
Phil M. Frankel

4 ELUL - AUGUST 12

Hyman Rosenthal
Helene Brado
Milton A. Kolodkin
Benjamin Drate
Elsie Markowitz
Isadore Block
Frank Ptashkin
Henry Raphan

5 ELUL - AUGUST 13

Israel Manny Cohen
Israel Cutler
Morris Goldstein
Abraham Lipson

6 ELUL - AUGUST 14

Samuel Perlmutter
Shirley Yanofski
Irving Kay
Helen Davidoff

7 ELUL - AUGUST 15

Morris H. Lubin
Stanley Leeper
Joyce Stein
Lena Ginsberg
Sol Raphan
Rose Schlingbaum
Eva Smicker

8 ELUL - AUGUST 16

Esther Freadman
Ruth Waller
Benjamin Lehrer
Max Smith
Ida Teitelbaum

9 ELUL - AUGUST 17

Dora Goldberg
Ethel Haft
Laura Stoskin
Max C. Kaye
Blanche Handelman

10 ELUL - AUGUST 18

Chaim Witkowski
Marvin Gersh
Nathan Kaplan
Minnie Cohen
Henry Voremberg
Philip Turetsky

11 ELUL - AUGUST 19

Irving Siegel
Samuel Akresh
Samuel Gold

12 ELUL - AUGUST 20

Kenneth Gogel
Benjamin Cohen
Louis Zemmel
Jim Orlow

13 ELUL - AUGUST 21

Tillie Cohen
Vincent Acquisto
Eliezer Samel
Harry Albert
Anna Chesney
Henry Golub

14 ELUL - AUGUST 22

Sarah Altmann
Arno Altmann
Tillie Sandler
Bernard Bressler
David Marks

15 ELUL - AUGUST 23

Gloria Leavitt
Tillie Metropole
Bess K. Rosenthal
Hannah Green
Dora Levin

16 ELUL - AUGUST 24

Rachel Albert
Florence Frankel
Rubin Marmulstein
Bernard Katz

17 ELUL - AUGUST 25

Morris H. Kane
Edith A. Reder
Abraham Rosenblum
Walter Rosenzweig
John Feldman
Helen Fellner
Stanley Howard  
   Oransky

18 ELUL - AUGUST 26

Mollye Edelstein
David Mindlin
Henry Stern
Sadie Kobritz

19 ELUL - AUGUST 27

Samuel Pill
Saul Leo Tauber
Mary Foglia
Ann F. Imhoff
William Adelson
Philip Rothenberg
Hanan Berlin
Rose Secunda
Maurice Hyman  
   Goldstein
Eleanor Kaplan
Isadore Staskin
Carol Greenwald  
   Hochfelder

20 ELUL - AUGUST 28

Philip Alberts
Sylvia Weisberg
Fannie Goldstein Fein

22 ELUL - AUGUST 30

Mae Bloom Fuhrman
Bertha Sherman
Dijon Green
Miriam Samuels
Leon Reingold
Nathan Bookless
Rose Dworkin Silver
Judith Lipschutz
Mae Fuhrman
Chaim Goldin

23 ELUL - AUGUST 31

Samuel Joseph Pill
Daniel Goldlust
Irving Goldberg
Martin Moss
Jill Weiner
Reva Curran

The dust returns to earth as it 
was, But the spirit returns to  

God who gave it.—Jewish prayer
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Funds & Endowments

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of  
Elliot Greenfeld
In appreciation of  
Susan Miller for her years as 
editor of KOL K.I.
In appreciation of  
Zoom and livestreaming 
of all services and the 
volunteers who assist Rabbi 
Weiner
     Harvey and Susan Frisch   
          Lehrer and sons 

BRAUN MEMORIAL  
GARDEN FUND 
In memory of  Sidney Landes
     Brenda and Fred Landes 

In memory of Rose Reingold
     Myra and Larry Promisel 

    
CEMETERY FUND 
In memory of  Liya Berlin
     Inna, Boris and  
        Julia Saltanovich 

In memory of  
Seymour Rosenberg
     Ronney Rosenberg and 
          Bruce Schreiber   

CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 

In memory of Ida Pill
In memory of Theresa 
Levinson
     Dave Pill    

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Harry Aronvitz
     Bobbi and Mike Cohn     

GENERAL DONATIONS 
In memory of  
Miriam Helitzer
     Edwin and Cindy Helitzer 

In memory of Phillip Dolinger
     Lisa and Paul Green     

In memory of  
Sophie Goldner
     Marian and Marshall Raser     

In memory of Larry Dubin
     Rebecca and Jesse  
        Cook-Dubin and family 

In memory of Fanny Trystor
     Rochelle Leinwand    

In memory of  
    Bertha Jacobs Feingold
     The Jacobs Family 

     
ELLIOT AND BARBARA 
GREENFELD ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Elliot Greenfeld
     Elaine Epstein 

     Iris and Bob Cohen 

     Lynette Dukehart 

     
MARCIE GREENFIELD  
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 
Sheila L. Greenfield
     Harvey and Susan Frisch 
            Lehrer and sons 

    

ELIE HAMMERLING  
ENDOWMENT 
Sending love to  
Myrna Hammerling.  You're 
in my heart.
     Jenny Gitlitz   

In honor of  
Myrna Hammerling
     Myra Kleiman 

     
HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
In memory of Elliot Greenfeld
     Bobbi and Mike Cohn     

In memory of Connie Lister
     Brenda and Fred Landes     

In memory of Gloria Rodin
     Helene Leavitt     

In memory of  
Martha Rothstein
     Janet and David Rothstein   

In memory of Ann Klein
     Marcie and Richard Simons   

KIDDUSH FUND 

In honor of Arlene Schiff, 
who has done so much for 
the Jewish community, both 
locally and nationally, with 
grace, style, and wisdom. Kol 
ha kavod!
     Allan and Nan Lipton 

     Ellen & Stu Masters 

In honor of Susan Miller and 
her many volunteer years 
producing superb KOL K.I. 
bulletins.
     Allan and Nan Lipton     

ALAN AND BONNIE  
LIPTON ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Alan Lipton
     Bonnie Lipton     

RABBI'S   
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

     Keren Weiner

In memory of Charles Flaser
     Barbara Mandler    

In memory of 
Joshua Louis Weinstein 
Elliot Greenfeld
Laeita Israelite
Norman Israelite
     Diane Israelite Weinstein    

In memory of Jeanette Geller
     Ellie and Mike Geller     

In appreciation of kindnesses 
extended to my family in the 
past.
     Juliane Hiam     

In memory of Bill Bender
     Lillian Bender     

In honor of Arlene Schiff for 
her leadership of the award 
winning Life and Legacy 
program.
In memory of  
Helene Coleman
Shlomo Meirson
     Marcie and Richard Simons 

In memory of  
Estelle H. Kammel
     Marcie Kammel 

In memory of Lenny Allen
     Marian and Marshall Raser 

I ask not for a lighter burden, 
but for broader shoulders.

—Jewish Proverb
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Minimum donation  

to funds is $5.  

Endowment fund  

minimum is $10.

 We welcome 

contributions in any 

amount. Contributions 

of less than $5 are not 

publicized.

In memory of Larry Dubin
     Nancy Cook 

In memory of  
Bertha Charkow
     Richard and Dale Charkow 
    
In memory of  
Barbara Rose Snyder
     Ruth and Robert Waldheim     

In memory of Lester Wax
     Seth Wax and  
          Elizabeth Berger 

    
JOSEPH AND PAULINE 
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Joel Karlin's 
special birthday
     Sharon Karlin and  
          Eric Karlin 

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Rose Siegel
     Sharon Siegel 

Supporting the livestreaming 
of services on Boxcast 
In honor of the birth of a 
grandson and nephew to 
Maxine Stein and Henry 
Simkin
     Sharon, Joel, and Eric Karlin 

    

These are just a few of the ways you can reach out to help others: 

Help South Congregational Church Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Congregational Church  

Food Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a check to  
Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield, MA 01201. Please designate the  

church food pantry in the memo line. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Social Justice Committee are currently distributing food 

cartons to families in Pittsfield. Carton packers and more volunteer drivers are 
needed. For more information email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

KI Cares
Volunteer with our KI Cares Committee, whose members phone other  

members of the community in need of a sincere connection. They also rally 
around others in our congregation who who are experiencing illnessess and 

help when they can. If interested, contact Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to trans-
portation, especially for getting to the doctor or clinic. We all now have direct 
action that we can take to address it. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer 
drivers with neighbors who need a ride to health-related activities, including 

vaccination. Please call 413-395-0109 to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedaka. These donations are 

the foundation of all that KI can offer, including unforeseen expenses for security 
and service options. Donate to a Fund or Endownment in honor or memory of 

family, friends, and occasions. These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan. If you would like to 

know more about how you might make such a commitment,  
email Arlene Schiff at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

 

Tzedaka Opportunities

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

If you know of a tzedaka opportunity you would like listed, please email the editor,  
Dee Griswold (deegriswold@gmail.com) for consideration.

Funds & Endowments
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