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From the Rabbi: Matzo’s Many Meanings
Also: Suggestions for discussion at the Passover table.   

continued page 3

Preparing for Passover and celebrating 
the springtime holiday are opportuni-
ties for Judaism to come alive for us and 
our families. Familiar songs, smells and 
tastes provide a context for connecting 
with our story as a people and with the 
values the story represents. Symbolic 
foods offer an opportunity for everyone 
at the table to weigh in on the obser-
vances, their meaning and the stories 
that underlie them, or to ask questions 
about what is happening. And if the 
questions don’t flow, then others at the 
table should begin conversations about 
slavery and freedom and despair and 
hope.  

Matza, in particular, is a food of remark-
able power, the story of the Jewish peo-
ple in an edible form. At the beginning of 
the seder, matza is the bread of poverty. 
The Haggada suggests that matza was 
the food afforded to our ancestors who 
were enslaved in Egypt—lahma anya—
cheap, filling calories that would stave 
off hunger pangs and allow for the com-
pletion of more backbreaking work. The 

first thing we do to matza at the seder 
is break it in half, echoing the behav-
ior of a poor person who, though al-
ways hungry, needs to put away food 
for later, not knowing where the next 
meal will come from. Interestingly we 
don’t eat lahma anya when we point 
it out to the assembled guests. It just 
sits there on the plate as testimony 
to the story we are telling.

Yet, to borrow a clever (bilingual) pun from rabbinic commentaries on the seder, matza 
soon becomes lahma anya of a different sort—the bread of onin alav, of ‘answering 
over’. As the seder invites questions from participants, we uncover the matza and work 
our way through the story of the Exodus in its presence. Questions and answers, songs 
and chant, explanations and arguments flow across the table, right over the matza. 
The more we elaborate on the story, and the more we find and share our own un-
derstanding of the Exodus journey, the better. To honor the spirit of the seder of the 
earliest rabbis, you might encourage riffs on the story through a Passover pun com-
petition. If the matza jokes fall flat, or a guest starts to whine, you can always blame it 
on the chrein. 

Matzot is spelled with the same Hebrew  
letters as mitzvot—as we eat matza we promise 

to make mitzvot a part of our essence.
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n Lesley Oransky proudly informs us that 
Davia Hannah Oransky, granddaughter 
of Lesley and Stanley (z”l) Oransky, has 
celebrated her bat mitzvah on March 
30th in California. Mazel Tov Lesley.

n Twin granddaughters were presented 
to Janet and David Rothstein on Febru-
ary 23. They are over the moon with joy 
as we are for them

Birthdays

n Barbara Ende ...............................April 1

n Loretta Prives ...............................April 1

n Mason Rosenthal ........................April 1

n Rose Foster ...................................April 1

n Asher Cook-Dubin ......................April 2

n Arlene Schiff.................................April 2

n David Albert .................................April 3

n Edward Sporn ..............................April 4

n Tanya Mazurenko ........................April 5

n Richard Charkow .........................April 9

n Philip Coleman ............................April 9

n Richard Sutter ..............................April 9

n Samantha Wood ..........................April 9

n Jeffrey Siegel ............................ April 12

n Kyneret Albert .......................... April 13

n Larry Promisel .......................... April 13

n Susan Frisch Lehrer ................. April 14

n Ruth Rosenthal ......................... April 14

n Brenda Leeper .......................... April 14

n Leora Cook-Dubin .................... April 15

n Sharon Siegel ............................ April 15

n Alonzo Gilman .......................... April 16

n Elizabeth Bikofsky ................... April 16

n Phyllis Schwartz ....................... April 16

n Michael Herman ....................... April 17

n Laura Rosenthal ....................... April 17

n Gary Schiff ................................. April 17

n Peter Simkin .............................. April 17

n Myla Blum ................................. April 18

n Emily Wood ............................... April 19

n Marty Bloom ............................. April 19

n Ryan Robbins ............................ April 22

n Aviva Skoblow .......................... April 23

n Elisa Snowise ............................ April 23

n Dale Charkow ........................... April 24

n Andrew Lederman ................... April 26

n Bruce Schreiber ........................ April 26

n Fran Wolk ................................... April 26

n Peter Wasserman ..................... April 29

n Sydney and Judith Levine .........April 3

n Elie and Myrna Hammerling .....April 4

n Leonard and Alice Schiller.........April 4

n Ed and Lisa Udel ..........................April 5

n Bernie and Beth Abramson .......April 6

n Ellis and Joanna Fribush ......... April 10

n Gary and Arlene Schiff ............ April 12

n Ira and Phyllis Lieberman ....... April 22

n Leonard and Elaine Lipton ..... April 30

Anniversaries

Birthdays continued

Your community wants to share in your good news! 
Send KOL K.I. editor, Susan Miller the details about 
births, awards & honors, graduations, milestones, 
anniversaries, accomplishments…any happy news 
we can celebrate with you! High resolution photos 
are welcome! Susan Miller: sunpath2@gmail.com
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Rabbi David Weiner

Matzo continued from page 1

By the time we sing day-
enu, however, the matza 
is transformed. No longer 
the bread of affliction, it 
is the bread of freedom. 
When the Haggadah dis-
cusses the symbolism of 
the matza a second time, 
in the name of Rabban 
Gamaliel, not long before 
the meal, it reports that 
we eat matza because our 
ancestors carried dough 
on their backs as they left 
Egypt. This dough became 
matza, rather than bread, because it 
didn’t have time to rise. Matzot is spelled 
with the same Hebrew letters as mitz-
vot—as we eat matza we promise to 
make mitzvot a part of our essence. The 
matza we eat, the bread of freedom, of-
fers a taste of redemption. 

Of course, for many of us, matza does 
not connect us only to our people’s sto-
ry. Matza binds us together as a people 
across space and time. Jews all over the 
world, and for thousands of years, have 
eaten exactly this food, using exactly this 
simple recipe to commemorate the Exo-
dus and celebrate our story. Matza and 
family matza recipes may help us recall 
more immediate ancestors, those who 
sat with us at seder through the years. 
When the matza recalls those memories, 
the stories begin to flow, and we pass 
family traditions to the next generation. 

Here are some questions that might lead 
to good discussions at your seder table 
this year. Think about who your guests 

are and what they are in-
terested in. 

n Which symbol from the 
Seder is most important 
to you this year? Why? 
Maybe suggest a new 
symbol that is mean-
ingful to you – Is there 
meaning, for example, 
behind how difficult it is 
to get matza crumbs off 
the tablecloth and out of 
the carpet?

n  What is the purpose of freedom? (Free-
dom from…, freedom to…, freedom for 
the sake of…)

n The Haggadah discusses the story of 
five rabbis who sat up all night discuss-
ing the Exodus from Egypt. With whom 
would you want to sit up all night having 
a discussion? About what?

n How did you first learn the meaning of 
slavery and freedom? From whom?

n Is the seder meant for when things are 
good for the Jewish people or for when 
things are challenging? What is the na-
ture of this moment in the Jewish story? 
What part of the Seder seems most rel-
evant?

n The plagues persist, in part, because 
Pharaoh refuses to listen… to the cries of 
the slaves, to the words of Moses, to the 
laments of his own advisors, to any mes-
sage that comes from God. What plagues 
persist in our world? Who needs to listen 
to whom to stop them? 

From the Rabbi

Do you have an old 
typewriter?

We are in need of a manual or elec-
tric typewriter in good working 
order. If you have one that you no 
longer need, please consider do-
nating it to K.I. Check your closets 
and attics; there is still a use for the 
machines of days gone by. 

If you have one to donate to K.I., 
please email Diana in the office at 
office@knessetisrael.org.

n What does this Seder mean to you?

n How do you see yourself as someone 
who came out of Egypt?

Judith, Joseph, Ari and Shira join me in 
wishing everyone a sweet and joyous 
Pesach.
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April Calendar

CLASSES

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) ...... Tues., April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ..........10:00–11:30 AM

Enhanced Prayer Study .....................................Wed., April 3, 10, 17, 24 .....................10:00–11:30 AM

CHAI Community School (K.I.) ................ Wed., April 3, 10, 24 ............................4:00–6:00 PM

Walking with Justice ................................... Thurs., April 4, 11, 25....................10:45–12:00 PM 

The Ethical Life (8-12 grade students).. Sat., April 6, 27 ................................... 8:40–9:30 AM

Hebrew School ............................................. Sat., April 6, 27 ..........................9:00 AM–12:00 PM

Haggadah Insights ...................................... Sat., April 6 ......................................................7:00 PM

CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday .............April 5 ........................7:05 PM

Friday .............April 12  .....................7:13 PM

Friday .............April 19  .....................7:21 PM 
Eve of First day Passover

Shabbat .........April 20  ...........after 8:25 PM 
Eve of Second day Passover

Sunday...........April 21  .....................8:26 PM 
Holiday ends at 8:26

Thursday .......April 25  .....................7:28 PM 
Eve of Seventh day Passover

Friday .............April 26  .....................7:29 PM 
Eve of Eighth day Passover

REGULAR SPRING/SUMMER  
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sunday............................ 8:45 AM & 7:00 PM

Tuesday ............................................... 7:00 PM

Friday ................................................... 5:45 PM 
   SHIREI SHABBAT ............................ 5:30 PM

Saturday ..............................................9:30 AM

EVENTS & MEETINGS

Lunch & Learn with Elizabeth Orenstein .......Sat., April 6 .......................................... 12:00 PM

Mussar with Rabbi Pam Wax .............................Sun., April 7 ........................................... 9:45 AM

Cemetery Committee Meeting ........................Tues., April 9 ..........................................7:30 PM

Jewish Federation Community Seder (K.I. Social Hall) ................................................................. 
......................................................................................Fri., April 19 ............................................6:30 PM

K.I. Board Meeting .................................................Wed., April 24 ........................................7:30 PM

PASSOVER PREPARATION, RITUAL & HOLIDAY ARTICLES 
BEGIN ON PAGE 11

Pesach Rituals
Turn in Hametz sale form to the K.I. 
office by Wednesday, April 17

Search for Hametz on Thursday,  
April 18, after nightfall

Hametz burnt before 10:00 a.m. on 
Friday, April 19

Friday, April 19 – light candles no later 
than 7:21 p.m.

Saturday, April 20 – light candles no 
earlier than 8:21 p.m.

Sunday, April 21 – havdala no earlier 
than 8:21 p.m.

Thursday, April 25 – light candles no 
later than 7:79 p.m.

Friday, April 26 – light candles no 
earlier than 7:29 p.m.

Saturday, April 27 – havdala no earlier 
than 8:29 p.m.

Saturday, April 27 – Hametz consumed 
no earlier than 9:28 p.m.

 
The Rabbinical Assembly publishes a 

guide to Passover observance, 
 especially ‘kosher for Passover’, 

 that is precise and specific. 
 

You may find and download this  
year’s up-to-date Passover guide 

by navigating to: 
rabbinicalassembly.org/story/ 

pesah-guide-5779.
• 

You may also call the synagogue office.  
Diana will have a few copies available  

for those unable to view or 
 print it out at home.
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“Everything we do to 
 prepare for and to celebrate 

Passover is imbued with  
substantial spiritual  

significance.”

Holiday Services
PASSOVER, APRIL 19-27

Friday, April 19 – Eve of Passover /  
First Seder

Shaharit and Siyum for First-Born  
chapel ..................................................7:30 AM

Festival Maariv, sanctuary .................. 6 PM

Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
Seder at K.I., social hall................... 6:30 PM

Saturday, April 20– First Day of Passover  
Second Seder

Festival Shaharit ...............................9:30 AM

No Hebrew School

No evening service at K.I.

Saturday, April 21 –  
Second Day of Passover 

Festival Shaharit ...............................9:30 AM

Festival Minha only ......................... 7:00 PM

Tuesday, April 23 – Fourth Day  
of Passover 

Minha/Maariv.................................... 7:00 PM

Friday, April 26 – Seventh Day of 
Passover 

Festival Shaharit ...............................9:30 AM

Festival Minha/Maariv ................... 5:45 PM

Saturday, April 27 – Eighth Day  
of Passover

Festival Shaharit ...............................9:30 AM

Yizkor (approximate time) ......... 10:30 AM

Typical Hebrew School Day .... 8:40-Noon

Passover Holiday Observances
Rituals enrich your holiday experience
Although most Passover observances focus on the first two nights and the seders, the 
holiday lasts for eight days and includes other home rituals as well. You might enhance 
the holiday as follows: 

CANDLE LIGHTING. On the eve of the first and seventh day of the holiday we light 
candles before sundown; on the eve of the second and eighth we light after nightfall. 
(When the eighth night coincides with shabbat, we light eighteen minutes before sun-
down.) The blessing for lighting candles (on Shabbat and) on the holiday is as follows:

Ba-ruch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher ki-d’-sha-nu b’-mitz-vo-tav 
v’-tzi-va-nu l’-had-lik ner (shel Sha-bat v’) shel yom tov.

DAYS 1 & 2 ONLY 
Ba-ruch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-o-lam, she-he-khi-ya-nu v’-ki-y’-ma-nu 
v’-hi-gi-a-nu la-z’-man ha-zeh.

AVOIDING HAMETZ. The proscription of hametz remains in force throughout the hol-
iday. Hang in there!

YOM TOV. The first, second, seventh, and eighth days of Passover are full festival days. 
There are enough days of mourning and grief in all of our lives that we ought to allow 
ourselves the pleasure of an occasional day of celebration. If you’re able to do so, join 
in communal festive services each morning. Enjoy family meals and celebrate our lib-
eration from Egypt. The seventh day commemorates the anniversary of the crossing 
of the Sea of Reeds, and the eighth includes Yizkor memorial prayers. Days two and 
eight conclude with a short havdala after nightfall—consult your siddur for the liturgy. 

COUNTING THE OMER. Beginning at the second seder, we begin counting the days 
until Shavuot every night. The practice reminds us of our ancestral connection to the 
land, the innumerable ways we might connect with God and our tradition’s insistence 
that we value each and every day. Check your siddur for the traditional liturgy and 
some interpretive readings. There are innumerable apps to help you remember to 
count, though your rabbi still recommends homercalendar.net as a way to step up 
the entertainment value of counting the Omer.

April Calendar
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KOL K.I.

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

CEMETERY
Don Sugarman .................. 413-499-4478 
cemetery@knessetisrael.org

DEVELOPMENT FUNDRAISING 
Bobbi Cohn ......................... 413-443-6128

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT 
Don Sugarman .................. 413-499-4478

MEMBERSHIP 
Jan Zimbler ............................ 4134488443

MARKETING 
Kara Thornton .................... 413-684-2298

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Phil Coleman ...................... 413-329-9224

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Sherri Buxton ..................... 413-243-2709

ADMINISTRATION 
Diane Weinstein ................ 413-442-7143

PROGRAMMING 
Stuart Masters .................... 413-443-4386

RITUAL, GABBAIM, MINYAN 
Alan Metzger ...................... 413-443-4217

TREASURY, FINANCE AND BUDGET 
Edwin Helitzer .................... 413-499-1202

YOUTH 
Marcie Greenfield Simons ...413-464-1162

Key Contacts

Pictured: Rabbi David Weiner accepts his award 
from Eugene Dellea, President of the Berkshire 
Community College Foundation. Judith and Rabbi 
Weiner celebrate with Stuart and Ellen Masters. 

The Berkshire Community College 40 Under Forty awards are an annual celebration of 
talented Millennials and Generation Z professionals in the Berkshires who have shown 
their support for the region through leadership, community service, and a deep dedi-
cation to improving the quality of life for those living and working in the community. 

We are proud that our own Rabbi David Weiner is one of the 2019 recipients of of this 
presitgious award. Mazel tov Rabbi Weiner!

Photography: Stuart Masters
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Has someone close to you died? A spouse, parent, other relative 
or friend? Are you planning to remember someone by saying 
“kaddish” on Shabbat and/or at a minyan?

Your presence to help make the “minyan” of 10 is a mitzvah, for 
you and for those who need to say kaddish in memory of their 
loved one. It has become increasingly difficult for K.I. and syn-
agogues across the country to maintain minyans. In 2014, we 
realized we could no longer support daily morning and evening 
minyans, and we reorganized minyan schedule to:

Minyans: 
Sunday at 8:45 am, Sunday at 7:00 pm, and Tuesday at 7:00 pm

Shabbat: 
Friday at 5:45 pm (except for Shirei Shabbat at 5:30 pm), 
Saturday at 9:30 am, and Saturday pm for Mincha/Maariv/Ha-
vdalah, with Rabbi Weiner teaching inbetween, 
Start times vary with sundown.

K.I. custom dictates that if nine people show up for minyan, we 
will call for a 10th. If we fall short of a full minyan, then we will 
invite you/anyone with yahrzeit to tell us a little about the per-
son whose yahrzeit you/they came to honor.

Ideally, those looking to say kaddish will attend services and say 
kaddish on Shabbat and at the scheduled minyan as close as 
possible to the date of the yahrzeit. 

If you want to say kaddish on an “unscheduled” day, you may, or-
ganize your own minyan (morning and/or evening) on the date 
of the yahrzeit. If you arrange an unscheduled minyan, please 
let Chris know a few days in advance, so that the doors (which 
are computerized for locking and unlocking) will be set so that 
the “fobs” will allow entry. 

Some of you are already minyan “regulars,” attending one or 
more times each week, or at least twice a month. Some of you 
are unable to commit regularly, but have agreed to have your 
name and phone number on a “call-in” list, to become the tenth 
person and make it possible for someone with yahrzeit to say 
kaddish that day. We are also blessed to have many “snowbirds,” 
part-timers and visitors, some of whom are “regulars” when 
they’re here.

Please consider what you might be able to do, to make it pos-
sible for people to say kaddish, and let us know what days and 
times might work for you, as well as the frequency with which 
you think you might be able to attend. Finally, let us know if we 
may put you name and phone number on a call list. 

The Mitzvah of Minyan 
Your help is needed for all who need to say Kaddish

Sanctuary
A place of holiness and safety

Richard Simons

I recently had the opportunity to 
speak with one of our new members 
who relocated to the Berkshires.  She 
spoke fondly of her home shul in 
the New York community in which 
she was raised. “The shul was one 
place I felt so secure as a child”, she 
remarked.  

That’s exactly what a shul communi-
ty should be. We use the word “sanc-
tuary” to describe the room in which 
we daven. The word denotes the ho-

liness, or sanctity of the space. The term also refers to a place 
where refugees or fugitives are afforded immunity. In both us-
ages, the word conjures up a holy and safe place.  

Here at K.I., we are committed to maintaining both the sanc-
tity and serenity of our space. As outlined in our Statement of 
Purpose, we begin that commitment by joining each other on 
life’s journey, creating community in an effort to bring to life 
the wisdom and values of Torah in order to transform our world.

This month marks the holiday of Pesach. Everyone should have 
a Seder to attend, if desired. Our community Seder will take 
place on April 19. Whether you join us on the 19th or celebrate 
at home, I wish you a meaningful holiday. May the message of 
freedom and liberation continue to inspire all of us to continue 
our work to better this world.

Chag Sameach!

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose
Welcome. 

We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 

We are here to accompany each  

other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 

We are here to bring life to the wisdom  

and values of Torah. 

We are here to transform our world.

From the President
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The Wildman Lecture

Being Jewish Admidst the Children of Abraham
Food and Jewishness: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Perspectives

Professor of Jewish Studies at Colby College, 
where he serves as director of the Jewish  
Studies program and associate director of the 
Center for Small Town Jewish Life. 

As a member of the religious studies depart-
ment, he teaches a wide range of courses on 
Judaism, Jewish history, and comparative reli-
gion.

After receiving a B.A. from Brandeis University, 
he earned his Ph.D. at Columbia University.  His 
rabbinic ordination is from the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary.

His award-winning first book, Foreigners and 
Their Food: Constructing Otherness in Jewish, 
Christian, and Islamic Law, explores attitudes 

towards adherents of foreign religions expressed in ancient  
and medieval laws about sharing food.

He is currently studying the ways that Christians have used 
ideas about Jews to think about Muslims.

On the weekend of May 3–5, Rabbi Dr. David 
Freidenreich will be our guest for the Wildman 
Lecture Series.

His Friday night address, “Food and Jewish-
ness: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Perspec-
tives”, will deal with what it means to be 
Jewish within the Abrahamic traditions of 
Jews, Christians and Muslims. He will guide us 
through an exploration of definitions that are 
historical as well as contemporary. We’ll also 
take time to reflect among ourselves about 
what is means to be Jewish.

On Shabbat morning, Rabbi Freidenreich will 
address “Why Did Christians Use Ideas about 
Jews to Think about Muslims?” He will discuss 
why, from the earliest days of Islam into modern times, Chris-
tians frequently portrayed Muslims as Jewish. He will guide us 
to better understand current relations among Jews, Christians 
and Muslims.

Rabbi Dr. David Freidenreich is the Pulver Family Associate 

Rabbi Dr. David Freidenreich

Food choices matter because they are the most consistent ethical decision  

we make throughout our day. —Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz 

Pull up a chair. Take a taste. Come join us. Life is so endlessly delicious. —Ruth Reichl

To know a community is to know its food. —Gil Marks
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KOL K.I.

Spotlight On…Knesset Israel
Shifting focus

Hello readers, happy spring to all!  

I hope you have enjoyed my “Musical Musings” columns 
these past few years. I have been having a lot of fun writing 
them and discovering some amazing musical talent here at 
K.I. along the way. As we are a finite bunch, it’s time for me to 
reach out to other members who have varying talents and 
interests besides music.  Why not open this up to a whole 
new realm of ideas and members?

Beginning in the next issue, my column will encompass 
artists, sculptors, writers, actors, designers, photographers, 
scientists, academics, and others with unique talents and 

expertise. Of course I will continue exploring musical themes as well. I know the syna-
gogue is blessed with many folks whose stories would make a great column.

Please reach out to me.  I would love to know your talent and your story.  If you know 
someone who you think would be a good subject for my column, please pass that on 
to me as well.  My email address is philcoleman54@hotmail.com and that’s the best 
way to reach me.

I want to thank all of you for the many kind words you have shared with me about how 
you enjoy “Spotlight On.”  I am looking forward to exploring the next chapter of our 
stories

See you around K.I.!

Seeking Artifacts of Knesset Israel History
Search your files!
Susan Frisch Lehrer is preparing an his-
torical exhibition about K.I.’s history and 
is seeking artifacts such as: photos (cele-
brations, events, etc.), books, religious or 
secular objects that may have been used 
at K.I. (yads, kiddish cups, kippot, etc.) 
and any other documents (High Holiday 
tickets [purchase of seats], bills, ledgers, 
letters, etc.) over the years. 

Susan is willing to go through family 
scrapbooks, albums, etc. All items will 
be returned. If you have any items and/
or would like to work on the committee 
please contact her at slehrerchw@nets-
cape.net. 

 

together.
Joyfully stuff envelopes  

with other mailing mavens! 
Be a GLEE star 

at Shirei Shabbat 
Comfort a loss 

with Chevra Kaddisha 
• 

visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our  
children to stimulating classes  

and programs for adults…
• 

Lunch & Learn
Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through  

artistic expression 
• 

visit the calendar page at   

knessetisrael.org 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
 

inspire.
 

Connect with  
each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam… 
transform our world

• 
visit   

knessetisrael.org 
 for opportunities! 

Phil Coleman



103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

St. Germain Investment Management operates as
October Mountain Financial Advisors in the Berkshires.

Research completed by 
Dimensional’s 2017 
Global Investor Feedback 

Survey found the most 
important benefit that investors 
receive from their relationship 
with their financial advisor is 
“peace of mind.” 

Having that sense of security—and the knowledge 
that your advisor understands your financial 
situation—is invaluable.

Have a conversation with Gary Schiff, Managing 
Director, and discover the qualities that can help 
provide some certainty in these uncertain times.

Trust can provide a 
sense of security.

FOR FULL DETAILS & LOW RATES please contact  
Kara Thornton: 413-441-4276 
 thorntonkara1@gmail.com

Your Advertisement Here!
1 ad  /  10 issues  /  1 LOW annual price 

Local Leaders and            
Trusted Partners         

North Adams | Pittsfield | Williamstown 
Quincy | Rockland | Scituate

mountainone.com

Jonathan Denmark
President & COO,          
MountainOne Insurance

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT A DEPOSIT, NOT FDIC-INSURED 
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 

NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK, MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE
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Passover

With the passing of Purim, the month of Nisan and the holiday 
of Passover draw closer and closer. Passover provides us with an 
annual opportunity to renew our commitments and teach our 
story to the next generation. We do so through a series of acts 
intended to help us internalize and live the wisdom of our tra-
dition. From cleaning our homes to getting ready for the seder, 
everything we do to prepare for and to celebrate Passover is 
imbued with substantial spiritual significance. 

There is diversity in how K.I. households observe Passover; all 
are welcome to participate in the following meaningful acts. 

Cleaning the House
Cleaning our homes of hametz—leaven—is a metaphor for 
searching inside ourselves to rid our lives of pride, self-cen-
teredness, materialism and other character traits that interfere 
with our living our lives as meaningfully as we are able. Accord-
ingly cleaning for Passover is a thorough process. Generally 
speaking, it is best to run down stocks of hametz in our cabinets, 
refrigerators and freezers at this time of year to enable a fresh 
start after Passover.

Passover Shopping
Passover shopping: Many of us have memories of special Pass-
over foods prepared in the home of parents or grandparents—
matza balls, gefilte fish, haroset, brisket, matza meal cakes, etc… 
Today the easy availability of kosher for Passover products be-
ginning about a month before Passover—in stores and on the 
internet—has made observing the dietary practices of the hol-
iday easier. 

Search for Hametz
After dark, Thursday night, April 18: The cleaning complete, 
one member of the household ‘hides’ a few pieces of bread for 
the others to find by candlelight. Before the search commences, 
recite the following blessing:

Barukh ata Adonai elohaynu melech  haolom asher kidshanu 
b’mitzvotav v’tzeevanu al bee-ur hametz.

You, Adonai, Source of Blessing, Ruler of the Universe, have sancti-
fied us through Your commandments and commanded us regard-
ing the burning of hametz.

Complete the search (preferably in silence), wrap up the bread 
and the paper bag used to collect it and declare: 

Kol Hamira v’hami-a d’ika birshuti d’la chamitay udla viartay udla 
ydana lay, libatel v’layhavay hefker k’afra d’ara.* 

May all leaven in my possession, which I have not seen or removed 
be regarded as non-existent and considered as mere dust of the 
earth.

*Please note: The declaration is written in Aramaic because Ar-
amaic was the vernacular of the Jewish people for hundreds of 
years. While reading the Aramaic preserves the traditional for-
mula, for most of us, reciting the phrase in English better ac-
complishes the goal of making the declaration understandable.

Burning of Hametz 
Burning of Hametz – Friday, April 19, no later than 10 AM:  As 
soon as your house is as free of hametz as it will get, set the 
bread from the previous night’s search a safe distance from the 
house in a receptacle outdoors and light it on fire. Witness the 
hametz burning, recite the following declaration, then tend to 
the fire until it burns out:

Kol hamira v’hamia d’ika virshuti, dahazitei udla hazitei, daham-
itei udla hamitay, divaritay udla viaritay, libatel vlehavi hefker 
k’afra d’ara.

May all leaven in my possession, whether I have seen it or not, 
whether I have removed it or not, whether I have burnt it or not, be 
regarded as non-existent and considered as mere dust of the earth.

Preparation for Pesach 
—by Rabbi David Weiner 

continued page 12
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Passover

Selling of Hametz 
Passover Fund

See page 13 for information and a form 
 to empower Rabbi Weiner as your 
agent for selling of your hametz. 

Siyum 
By custom, firstborn Jews fast on the 
day before Pesach, with the under-
standing that only circumstances of 
birth prevented us from death the eve 
of the first Pesach in Egypt. Attending a 
siyum, a celebration of the completion 
of a unit of Torah study, overrides the 
commandment to fast. Knesset Israel 
will host a morning service and siyum 
over the 5th century collection of mid-
rash, Tanhuma Shemot, in the chapel on  
Friday, March 30, at 7:30 a.m., followed 
by a light breakfast. This year, the study 
has been a group project of the regulars 
of the Saturday evening minyan.

Hospitality
Even the Book of Exodus records house-
holds sharing the festive seder meal. If 
you have extra seats available at your 
seder and are able to perform the mitz-
vah of hosting an additional guest or 
two (or more), please be in touch with 
Diana in the synagogue office. Further-
more if you are in search of a home in 
which to enjoy a seder (first or second 
night), please be in touch with Diana. 

Some members of Knesset Israel are new to Passover; others of us grew up with family 
traditions around preparing the home for Passover. For those looking for more guidance 
or for clarification, a brief guide follows. Rabbi Weiner is also available to answer ques-
tions.

The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are used. Hametz can 
be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil. 
Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered by boiling, those used in broiling 
are kashered by fire and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by 
rinsing. Many households keep special, inexpensive sets of Passover dishes, pots & 
pans because the koshering process can be time-consuming or damaging to the 
equipment.

For many, setting the menu for Passover is an important part of the holiday. To-
day there are more products available ‘kosher for Passover’ than ever before; 
this does not mean that every household needs to buy all of them. Nor does 
it mean that all of the products one might find in a Passover aisle necessarily re-
quire a kosher-for-Passover symbol for use on the holiday. A kosher-for-Pass-
over symbol will usually look like a normal kosher symbol with a capital “P” or 
the phrase “kosher for Passover” in Hebrew or English next to it. A certification 
from a defunct agency, a prior year (check especially packages of matza and mat-
za meal you might buy at a warehouse club or large supermarket) or a deceased  
rabbi is not acceptable.

A few general comments: The foods restricted from Ashkenazi Jews on Passover are 
hametz—leaven; and kitniyot—a category that encompasses rice, beans and many le-
gumes (though not their derivatives). In recent years, the Conservative movement’s 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards has approved kitniyot products produced 
under kosher supervision as suitable for eating during Passover. Kosher-for-Passover 
certification on a product indicates that it was prepared in such a way as to avoid 
incorporation of or contact with these products. I welcome questions from those 
with food allergies, as well as from vegetarians, about making the observance of the 
holiday compatible with nutritional needs. Also, note that different rules apply to 
certain products purchased before versus during the holiday. 

How-to Clean, Kasher & Shop for Passover
Questions welcome! 

Preparing  (cont. from page 11)
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I hereby authorize Rabbi David Weiner as agent for Congregation Knesset Israel, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, to act on my behalf to sell, transfer and assign all hametz 
of whatever kind and wherever situated in my residence or my business or any 
other place without reservation or limitation.

All the aforesaid hametz is to be sold to a non-Jew who is to have free access 
to the hametz acquired by him. I further state that the hametz covered by the 
agreement will be stored away and not used by me during the period com-
mencing no later than 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 and ending no 
earlier than 9:38 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, 2019.

Enclosed is my (our) contribution of $___________to the Maot Hittim Drive, 
Congregation Knesset Israel. Please distribute these funds in my (our) behalf   
to individuals in need and to organizations which are helping our fellow Jews 
observe Passover with dignity and joy and to help alleviate the distress of hun-
ger from all those in need.

The authorization is legalized by my signature on this _______ day of 
_____________.  

Name(s): 

Address(es):

Please return/mail this form to: 
Congregation Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
Email is also effective — office@knessetisrael.org with name and address(es).

Although we make every effort to rid our homes of hametz for Passover, Jewish tradi-
tion is aware that this task might be financially prohibitive or wasteful. When feasible, 
make donations of unopened boxes of hametz to a local food pantry—South Congre-
gational Church in Pittsfield operates one—and discard open boxes or containers of 
hametz (pasta, bread products, cereals, etc…). Nevertheless some food or drink that is 
considered hametz might remain in your home, with or without your knowledge, and 
this needs to leave your possession to enable a full experience of the holiday. To em-
power Rabbi Weiner as your agent for selling of your hametz, please fill out the form 
below and either mail or bring it to the synagogue no later than Wednesday, April 17. 

Selling of Hametz
Consider donating Hametz to local food pantries! 

It is customary to make a donation to 
ensure that all Jews have the financial 
capacity to eat matza on Passover. At 
K.I. we have a long tradition of giving 
Maot Hittim to provide food and assis-
tance to those in need. Especially when 
you sell your hametz, please join us in 
this important mitzvah by sending in 
your donation using the enclosed form. 
In recent years, I have distributed about 
$1200 in Passover funds.

Maot Hittim  
Passover Fund

Assuring others have  
matza at Passover

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

How-to Clean, Kasher & Shop for Passover
Questions welcome! 

 
The Rabbinical Assembly publishes a 

guide to Passover observance, 
 especially ‘kosher for Passover’, 

 that is precise and specific. 
 

You may find and download this  
year’s up-to-date Passover guide 

by navigating to: 
rabbinicalassembly.org/story/ 

pesah-guide-5779.
• 

You may also call the synagogue office.  
Diana will have a few copies available  

for those unable to view or 
 print it out at home.

Passover
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Passover

The Passover Seder is one Jewish ritual that can be 
adapted for participants of any age. This is true even 
for families with small children. By hosting a lively—
even theatrical Seder—parents can engage their 
children for a more meaningful holiday.

This Passover, consider building upon one of the 
ideas we compiled from the PJ Library website and 
other sources. We hope your family will benefit from 
an interactive, age-appropriate seder experience. 

To access all scripts, games, and artwork referenced 
below go to the following page on the Knesst Israel 
website: 
knessetisrael.org/engaging-young-children-seder

Engaging Young Children at Seder

Holiday activities make lasting memories

Act it out!
Bring the Passover story section of the Seder to life. 
During the “maggid,” perform something more dra-
matic than the typical reading. Here are three inspi-
rational scripts worth a look:

An Interactive Script. Shira Kline (of ShirLaLa Jew-
ish children’s music fame) created this “Interactive 
Script to Re-Tell the Story of Passover.” 

A Seder for Young Children. ReformJudaism.org of-
fers this script specifically for families with children 
ages 4–5. “Passover is the perfect holiday to explore 
with 4-and 5-year-olds,” the blog post explains. 

Seder Time & The Courage of Nachson. Two little 
skits, written by Jewish educators Stan Beiner and 
Meredith Shaw Patera.

Use puppets!
Who doesn’t love a puppet? Get three-dimensional with some interactive 
props. Here are a couple starting points:

Printable Passover Scene. Put together paper puppets to act out scenes 
during your seder.

Passover Finger Puppets. PJ Library author and illustrator Ann Koffsky 
shares her free printable, colorable finger puppet character templates for 
your family’s use during a child-friendly seder.

Passover Puppet Haggadah. With a simple email signup, you can receive a 
PDF with directions and templates for making brown-bag people.

Play games!
Children learn through play, so why not incorporate a game or two into the 
Passover seder?

Bingo, Bags, and More. Rabbi Jason Miller introduces a number of 
child-friendly Passover games and activities in his Huffington Post blog-
post, “Innovative and Fun Passover Seder Ideas.” 

Word Puzzles, Bingo, and More. Behrman House doesn’t just offer skits 
(see “Act it Out” above), it also offers a number of fun seder activities, in-
cluding “Seder Bingo” and “Seder Lingo” games.
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Passover

1. Coca-Cola makes a special batch of Ko-
sher Coke for Passover. While Coke is gener-
ally a kosher product, the dietary laws tighten 
during the Passover holiday making high-fruc-
tose corn syrup a no-no for observant Jews 
(it really should be a no-no for everybody all 
the time, but that’s neither here nor there). 
In response, Coca-Cola pumps out a batch of 
limited edition Coke that uses (gasp) real 
sugar instead of the kitniyot corn. Look 
for bottles with yellow caps on them to 
be sure you’re getting the correct one.

2. The world’s largest Passover seder 
takes place in Nepal, of all places. Each 
year members of the Chabad-Lubavitch 
movement hold their “Seder on Top of 
the World” in Kathmandu for Jewish lo-
cals and travelers alike (I’m guessing 
more the latter than the former). [In 2015] 
they had around 2,000 people attend the 
festivities, and between the flowing wine 
and the thin air, it was quite the party.

3. Abraham Lincoln was assassinated 
during Passover. According to the Amer-
ican Jewish Historical Society, many Jews 
were in synagogue for the holiday when 
news of Lincoln’s assassination broke. Al-
tars in temples “were quickly draped in 
black and, instead of Passover melodies, 
the congregations chanted Yom Kippur 
hymns. Rabbis set aside their sermons and 
wept openly at their pulpits, as did their 
congregants.” Sadly, a time that was sup-
posed to be full of celebration became one 
of mourning.

4. Flogging with scallions at Passover. 
Jews from Iran and Afghanistan have a par-
ticularly lively custom in which they whip 
each other with oversize scallions. Before 
the song begins, each seder participant 
stands, takes a scallion and starts whacking 
the other members of the feast. In some 
families, one scallion is passed around the 
table while each person takes a turn whip-
ping. There is some debate about where the 

custom originates. Many believe it is a way to mimic the 
whips of slave drivers in Egypt. Seder participants whip 
one other as a way to scold one another for desiring 
any aspect of their lives of enslavement.

5. Crossing the Red Sea in Poland. In the Polish town 
of Gora Kalwaria, Hasidic Jews mark Passover by re-en-
acting the crossing of the Red Sea. To make it as realis-

tic as they can, they pour water on the floor, lift 
up their coats and recite the names of the towns 
they would cross. They also make sure to raise a 
glass at each mention of a town and offer thanks 
to G-d for being able to reach their destination.

6. Break a dish for Passover. Many Ethiopian 
Jews, who for hundreds of years endured perse-
cution in their homeland because of their unique 
religious rites, left Ethiopia in two secret airlifts in 
1984 and 1991. During Passover, to commemo-
rate their past and celebrate renewal, some Ethi-
opian Jews break all their dishes and cookware 
and make new ones. The tradition is in keeping 
with the hope for emancipation and redemption 
that the holiday signifies.

7. The first American edition of the Haggadah 
was published in 1837. Solomon Henry Jackson, 
an English-born American Jew, published the first 
American edition of the Haggadah in 1837 in New 
York. Jackson had moved to the city in the 1820s 
to establish the first Hebrew printing press, and 
The Jew, a monthly newspaper and the first Jewish 
periodical in the United States. One could say Jack-
son was the original member of the Jewish media 
elite.

8. And if that’s not enough... The traditional Pass-
over song “Dayenu” literally means “it would have 
been enough” and lists the 15 gifts and miracles 
given to the Jewish people by G-d in the Book of Ex-
odus. The idea that each blessing would be enough 
on its own, even without further or more profound 
blessings, is a theme presented throughout the hol-
iday.

This list was published at heritagefl.com 4/7/2017, and was 
attributed to a presentation by Marilyn Schwartz at an Orlan-
do Florida Chapter of Hadassah meeting the previous year. 

I Didn’t Know That!
Little known interesting tidbits about Passover
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Funds & Endowments

2019 KIDDUSH CHALLENGE 
Lawrence, Sarah, Jacob,  
 and Kateah Klein

In memory of Frank Deane
Myrna and Elie Hammerling

In memory of Alice Kravetz Deutch
In memory of Sarah Seldin Deutch
In memory of Stanley Kaufman

Jan Caryl Kaufman

In memory of Abram Kogan    
Yefim and Galina Kogan

In memory of Zelda Toler
Bobbi and Mike Cohn

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In honor of Carole Siegel on the 
occasion of her birthday!

David and Merle Harris

SAMUEL AND ANNA BOOKLESS 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Samuel Bookless
In memory of Sanford Bookless

Maxine Bookless and Nan Bookless

CEMETERY CONTRIBUTIONS 
In memory of Lillian Frost

Lynne Goodman-Leary

CEMETERY ENTRANCE 
In memory of Gordon Adelson

David Pill

CHESED FUND 
In memory of Alexander J. Lipman
In memory of Robert Huffaker

Pattie Lipman and John Huffaker

BOBBI COHN REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Edward Pincus
In memory of Rose Freedman

Bobbi and Mike Cohn

DEBRA DEROTHSCHILD  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Sandy Coffsky

Ileen and Leonard Cohen
GENERAL DONATIONS 

Anonymous

David Peck

In memory of Morris Geller
Robert and Patricia Geller

In memory of Rebecca Kirshteyn
The Kirshteyn Family

In honor of Allan Lipton’s big birthday!
Sarah Lipton

  
HEBREW SCHOOL DONATIONS 
In memory of August Rossomando

Janet and David Rothstein

In memory of Sofiya Plotkina
Anna and Alec Yantovsky

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Alan Weiner

In memory of David Bastow
Ev Bastow

In memory of Rose F. Silman
In memory of Ruth A. Cohen

Iris and Robert Cohen

Pittsfield Emergency Recovery
Ruthie Frommer and Ken Amron

In memory of Gordon Adelson
Richard and Marcie Greenfield Simons

In memory of Louise Clark
Brenda and Fred Landes

In memory of David Gersh
Miriam Maduro

In memory of Lois Gottlieb
Suellen Havsy

In memory of Ira Bender
The Bender Family

In honor of Rabbi Weiner and his 
exemplary leadership in our community

Ellen and Stu Masters 

     
RENEWAL CAMPAIGN 
In memory of Bernard Helitzer
In memory of Jerome Goldman

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

MATTHEW RICH ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Paul Rich

Betty Rich

JEFFREY SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Carole Siegel on the 
occasion of her birthday!

Richard and Marcie Greenfield Simons

BUBBE AND ZAYDE SHINDLER  
ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Elaine Shindler on the 
occasion of her 90th birthday!

 Lori, Bruce, Larry, and Alexander Fish

In honor of Elaine Shindler on the 
occasion of her 90th birthday!

Alice and Martin Jonas

In honor of Elaine Shindler on the 
occasion of her 90th birthday!

Cecily Levine and Amy Levine

In honor of Elaine Shindler on the 
occasion of her 90th birthday!

Marty, Roberta, Michael, 
 and Perri Shindler 

ARTHUR AND TERRY WASSER  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Ida Rosenthal

Terry and Arthur Wasser

HARVEY AND JANIS ZIMBLER  
ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Carole Siegel on the 
occasion of her birthday!

Jan and Harvey Zimbler

“Tzedakah and acts of kindness are the equivalent of all the mitzvot of the Torah.”

Jerusalem Talmud, Pe’ah 1:1.

Todah!
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Minimum donation to funds is $5.  
Endowment fund minimum is $10.  

We welcome contributions in any amount. 
Contributions of less than $5 not publicized.

Yahrzeits • April 2019 • Adar l l / Nisan • 5779

“Those who live no more, whom we 
loved, echo still within our thoughts, 

our words, our hearts. And what 
they did and who they were becomes 

a part of all we are, forever.”

4/1 - 25 ADAR II

Arthur Levinson  
Fannie Simkin  
Lillian Farber  
Rhea Kaetz  
Sara Fribush 

4/2 - 26 ADAR II

Anne Green  
Celia Sumberg  
Irving Rosenbaum  
Myra Miller Groobert  
Robert Green  
Sol Toscher 

4/3 - 27 ADAR II

Cynthia Bercowetz  
Dora Nelson  
Gail Mindlin  
Harold Palefsky  
Ioshua Shmerelevic 
   Kirshteyn  
Israel Bialor  
Julius Freed  
Morris Broder  
Myron Shindler  
Rosalind May 

4/4 - 28 ADAR II

Dr. William Rosenthal  
Esther Mayer  
Gerald H. Goodman  
Jack Galler  
Jack J. Daniels  
Marjorie Goldman 

4/5 - 29 ADAR II

Mary Weiser 

4/6 - 1 NISAN

Abraham Deutch  
Bernard Dondey  
Mollie Goldstein 
   Leavitt 

4/7 - 2 NISAN

Anna S. Bookless  
Aron Grende  
Lena Markowitz  
Rose Freed 
Sophie Feller  
William Wortman 

4/8- 3 NISAN 

Ben Cohen  
Bernard H. Starr  
Jacob Kirsch  
Leib Garbowitz 

4/9 - 4 NISAN

Dr. Stanley Simkin  
Harold Frisch  
Minnie Schiller  
Mollie Jacobs  
Pauline Mass 

4/10 - 5 NISAN

Hilda Dunaieff  
Natalie Holland  
Rebecca Savitz  
   Morgenstein  
Sally Schatsky  
Walter B. Samek 

4/11 - 6 NISAN

Evelyn Promisel  
Nathan Bass  
Shirley J. Bookless 

4/12 - 7 NISAN

Betty Braun  
Machla Weis  
Robert S. Friedman 

4/139 - 8 NISAN

Joseph Robinson 

4/14 - 9 NISAN

Anna R. Goodman 
Barnett Cotton  
Elliott Lubin  
Harry Wasser  
Lillian Jaffe  
Polly Shapiro 

4/15 - 10 NISAN

Alex Cohen  
Arline Fletcher  
Esther Weisberger  
Fanny Novick  
Harry Schatsky  
Temah Rashkes 

4/16 - 11 NISAN

Phil Kruvant  
Shirley Starr  
Sylia Simme Frank 

4/17 - 12 NISAN

Samuel Weiss  
Sonia Weiss 

4/189 - 13 NISAN

Carole Schiller Krauss  
Dorothy Lerman Weiss  
Dorothy Levine  
Gertrude Schwartz 
Maxwell Cutler  
Murray M. Samek  
Pearl London  
Stuart Marks 

4/19- 14 NISAN

Esther Lubin  
Frank Udel  
Pincus Rosenfeld 

4/20 - 15 NISAN

Florence Horn  
Libby Perlman 

4/21 - 16 NISAN

Bertha Rosenblatt 
Florrie Solomon  
Mary Temple 

4/22 - 17 NISAN

Ferenc Glattstein  
Harry Weinberger  
Hyman Bitensky  
Jacob L. Becker  
Murray Mandel  
Sol Goldman 

4/23 - 18 NISAN

Alice Weeks  
Anna Herman  
Anne Levy  
Bradley Jay Medney  
David Siegel  
Elliott Krancer  
Frieda Rosenthal  
Julius Kramer  
Stella Goldberg 
   LeVine 

4/24 - 19 NISAN

Bella Schaitkin  
Harry Green  
Rebecca Horelly  
David Schwartz 

4/269 - 21 NISAN

Abe Geller  
Irving Marks  
Moe Levy  
Sarah Penziner  
Shirley Lerman Lodis 

4/27 - 22 NISAN

Boris Zernitsky  
Diane Marmulstein 
   Freadman  
Rebecca Fishelson 

4/28 - 23 NISAN

Harry David Green  
Lippman Cohen  
Louis Gorfinkle 

4/29- 24 NISAN

Harris Cohen  
Ida Marks 

4/30 - 25 NISAN

John Green  
Libby Levine Strauss  
Roslyn Alexander  
William Harris 

Honor or remember your  
special occasion or a loved  
one with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund. 

Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006.
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This beautiful photograph,  
taken by K.I. member Susan Geller, 
 has been selected to be featured in 

next year’s annual United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism Calendar.  

The photograph depicts the  
Ner Tamid, which symbolizes God’s  

perpetual presence in the community and  
in its sacred space. It was created by artist 
Jennifer McCurd and burns brightly above 

our beautiful ark at Knesset Israel.

Mazel Tov, Susan!  
Thank you for allowing K.I. to share  

its beauty with others.

The Chosen Photograph

© Susan Geller 2016


