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From the Rabbi: Knesset Israel Responds
Accompanying each other through the COVID-19 challenge  

During the weeks between Purim and 
Passover, it became clear that our best 
response to the spreading pandemic 
involved social distancing, cancelling 
in-person events at the synagogue, and 
minimizing our close contact with oth-
er people. The Knesset Israel commu-
nity and its leadership moved quickly 
to establish social connections over the 
phone and over video conferencing 
technology. We began meeting for study, 
prayer, and business over Zoom, quickly 
finding a new routine to give us ways to 
care for each other, continue to partici-
pate in Jewish life, and find opportunities 
to connect with community. 

I am grateful to everyone who has helped 
shoulder the burden. We continue to 
work together to serve each other and 
ensure the vibrancy of Jewish life in the 
Berkshires. Stu Masters, Ed Helitzer, Laura 
Rosenthal, Alan Metzger, Susan Staskin, 
Don Sugarman, and Myrna Hammer-
ling have been appointed as an ad hoc 
committee to work with me to help the 
synagogue meet its mission. Susan has 
also joined Jan Zimbler and Fran Wolk in 

coordinating the Shabbat Shalom Proj-
ect, coordinating phone calls among K.I. 
members, with a special focus on reach-
ing those who might feel most alone. 

Judith Weiner, Rebecca Cook-Dubin, and 
Marcie Greenfield Simons have taken re-

sponsibility for coordinating distance 
learning for Hebrew School students, 
and many teachers and students are par-
ticipating enthusiastically. Elisa Snowise 
has continued bar/bat mitzvah lessons, 

continued on page3

Zoom Kabbalat Shabbat on April 3, 2020
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From the Rabbi / From the President

As I sit down to write this column, I am reflecting on the 
events of the past month. It was not even 30 days ago that 
the social hall of the shul was packed with members singing 
and dancing to the music generated by our own K.I .Band. A 
couple of days later, we were together celebrating Purim. It 
was wonderful being together—laughing, eating, praying, 
dancing, and drinking. Then a few days later on Thursday, 
March 12th, the Rabbi and I had a bone-chilling conversa-
tion where we decided we had to take the unusual step of 
closing the shul for the upcoming Shabbat. An emergency 
board meeting was convened by video that Sunday and the 
board took the unprecedented step to close the building for 

public in-person gatherings, including classes, services, and meals.  

How do you run a shul when you cannot get together in-person? How do we care for 
each other when it is important to limit physical contact with other people? How do we 
celebrate Pesach when we cannot assemble for our Sederim, like we did in years past?     

Under the leadership of Rabbi Weiner and Stu Masters, a committee was quickly as-
sembled to answer those questions. In a sense, we have created a “virtual shul.” In short 
order, we learned that the word “Zoom” meant something new and different from our 
previous knowledge of the word! The computer platform allowed us to get togeth-
er and SEE each other on-line and in real time. We have had prayer services, classes, 
Havdalah get-togethers and concerts. I recall the first time I signed on for a Kabbalat 
Shabbat service, how delighted I was to see friends and neighbors!

Jan Zimbler, Fran Wolk, and Susan Staskin have also made sure that we continued to 
take care of each other. Members volunteered to call and check in with other mem-
bers. “How are you doing? Is there anything you need? Are you getting your groceries? 
How has this been for you?” These are some of the questions posed to one another.  
These were not just one time calls either. Congregants are calling other congregants 
regularly so that no one feels alone.  

Teens who are so adept in using technology have been volunteering to assist some of 
our technologically challenged seniors to access some of the on-line resources.  

Though these times are difficult and challenging, we as a community also realize 
this pandemic has been devastating for the most vulnerable in our community. In 
response, people are volunteering at the South Congregational Church to feed the 
hungry and are donating funds in care of the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund to help secure 
and distribute food to those in our community who are struggling to meet their most 
basic needs.  

even as we’ve been compelled to re-
schedule some of the celebrations, and 
various congregants have volunteered 
to lead “services” over Zoom, a process 
that involves significant planning and re-
hearsal. Eve Edwards has joined the team 
supporting evening classes and daven-
ing. Standing committees like the Ceme-
tery Committee, Hevra Kadisha, the Berk-
shire Jewish Film Festival, Social Justice, 
and Budget and Finance have continued 
their work in support of the congrega-
tion and its members, sometimes in ways 
very different to their usual practice. And 
our staff—especially Diana, Chris and 
Ken—have really risen to the challenges 
of the hour.

Please look carefully through this bulle-
tin for opportunities to connect. Though 
at time of writing, we still could not gath-
er in person, we were able to plan Zoom 
services, meditation and classes for the 
month of May. It is always good to see 
each other and to give ourselves the gift 
of time to breathe, center ourselves, and 
find strength in community.

I look forward to seeing you soon on 
Zoom or to speaking with you on the 
phone. I look forward even more to see-
ing you when this plague is behind us, 
and we can again gather in person to 
work towards our shared purpose. n

We are doing what we do best.  
We are rising to the challenge…our  

traditions and teachings are our compass.

From the Rabbi 
continued from page 1

Richard Simons

Rising to the COVID-19 Challenge
How do we maintain community when we must stay apart?

In short, we are doing what we do best. 
We are rising to the challenge and with 
our traditions and teachings as our com-
pass, we are helping each other and 
helping our community. Though we can-
not be together physically, we remain 
together united in a mission. Together 
may we all continue to go from strength 
to strength.  

Wishing all of you health and safety as 
we navigate these waters.   continued next column, bottom
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We eagerly look forward to being able to gather in person again and will be in touch im-
mediately when that becomes feasible and wise. However, in the meantime, our weekly 
Zoom events are open to the community and anyone else who wishes to take part.

To access them by computer:

n  Go to zoom.us at the announced time.

n  Click “join a meeting.”

n  Enter the Zoom ID number.

Please Note: There will be no Zoom gatherings on Shabbat or the “holiday” days of 
Shavuot—Thursday night, May 28 and Friday, May 29. The Zoom meeting numbers 
may be changed. If they do not connect you, check your weekly K.I. email for a number 
change.

If you are new to Zoom and experiencing technical difficulties or technology-induced 
anxiety, a few charming, gentle K.I. congregants are ready to volunteer to help you. 
Please reach out to Diana at office@knessetisrael.org to be matched with a teacher. Let 
Diana know what kind of device and operating system you’re trying to use, e.g., Apple 
or Google, desktop, tablet or phone, so that she can make the best match. 

May Calendar

n  Davening, Healing Service 
    and Weekly Parasha Class 

Tuesday & Thursday Evenings ...... 7 PM

Tuesday evening minyan sometimes 
incorporates a healing service or  
special prayer related programming.

Thursday evening is followed by a 
weekly parasha class

n  Davening  
Sunday Morning .........................8:45 AM 

n  Kabbalat Shabbat  
Friday Evenings 
 ...........................(except May 29) 5:45 PM 

n  Havdala  
Saturday Evenings ...................... 9:00 PM 

n  Meditation 
Tuesday Mornings ......................8:30 AM 

n  Together and Apart  
Rabbi’s Adult Education Class 
Thursdays ................................... 10:45 AM  

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is requested that  
you refrain from conducting synagogue business, via e-mail, text,  

and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Knesset Israel 
Statement of 

Purpose
Welcome.

 
We are here to nourish mind,  

heart, and soul.
 

We are here to inspire through  
word and deed.

 
We are here to accompany  

each other on life’s journey. 
 

We are here to celebrate  
in community.

 
We are here to bring life  

to the wisdom and values of Torah.
 

We are here to transform  
our world.

K.I. Weekly Schedule for May

The best remedy  
for those who are 
afraid, lonely, or  
unhappy is to go  

outside, somewhere 
where they can be  

quite alone with the  
heavens, nature,  

and God.

 –Diary of Anne Frank
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May Calendar

Because KOL K.I. is produced a month before it is mailed out, we are  
unable to know what COVID-19 restrictions will be in place when you receive it. 

K.I. will make every effort to keep ZOOM numbers consisitent.  
We will communicate any changes in the weekly K.I. E-News wmail. 

Please visit our website calendar as well as K.I.’s new  
“COVID-19 Response” page.  

CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday, May 1, 2020.......................... 7:35 PM

Friday, May 8, 2020.......................... 7:43 PM

Friday, May 15, 2020 ....................... 7:51 PM

Friday, May 22, 2020 ....................... 7:58 PM

Thursday, May 28, 2020 ................. 8:03 PM

Friday, May 29, 2020 ....................... 8:04 PM

MEETINGS  (committee chairs will communicate changes)

Social Justice Committee ..................................Tues., May 19 .........................................7:30 PM

Cemetery Committee .........................................Tues., May 12 .............. 7:30 PM after minyan

K.I. Board Meeting ...............................................Wed., May 20 .........................................7:00 PM

Zoom Shavuot  
Service Schedule
Shavuot begins Thursday night, May 28 
and ends on Saturday night, May 30. 

Zoom services will likely take place on 
Thursday evening, before the holiday 
begins, and include Yizkor. There will be 
no Friday evening service on Zoom on 
May 29. We will gather again on Saturday 
night for havdalah. Please consult your 
weekly KI E-NEWS email for the time.

ZOOM SPRING SERVICES

Sunday.................................................8:45 AM

Tuesday meditation ........................8:30 AM

Tuesday & Thursday .............................. 7 PM

Friday Kabbalat Shabbat ............... 5:45 PM 
                                                (except May 29)

Saturday Night Havdalah ............ 9:00 PM.

Kaddish
We encourage people who are looking to say 
Kaddish to participate in our Zoom services—
Sunday morning or Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday 
evenings on a day close to the Yahrzeit.

No one could have anticipated the fi-
nancial impact this pandemic would 
have. The Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires has provided a safety net 
for our Jewish community for more 
than 80 years and we are here to help 
individuals and families through this 
difficult time.

The Federation, in collaboration with 
our local affiliates, has established a 
COVID19 Relief and Recovery Fund 
with seed funding from the Federa-
tion's annual campaign.

This fund will help our community 
manage through this crisis, address 
social service needs, and provide 
bridge assistance to Jewish commu-
nity members struggling with es-
sential needs such as food, utilities, 
mortgage, and rent. Additional criti-
cal needs may be considered.  

Any Jewish community member 
who has been impacted financially 
by the pandemic may be eligible for 
bridge assistance. You do not have 
to belong to a synagogue or be part 
of the Federation to apply. Requests 
will be assessed on a case by case 
basis and are per household. Interest 
free loans are also available. All inqui-
ries regarding assistance will be kept 
strictly confidential.

For more information, to inquire 
about assistance, or to donate to the 
fund please visit jewishberkshires.
org/covid19

COVID19 Relief  
& Recovery Fund
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Adult Education

New Adult  
Education Course
“Together and Apart”

Beginning Thursday, May 7, Rabbi Weiner will facilitate a new adult education course 
that explores one of the most pressing issues facing the Jewish world today—how 
we move from being a people with no permanent home to one with two homes. This 
extraordinary study program has been crafted by the Shalom Hartman Institute.

Through video lectures from Hartman Institute faculty, interviews with scholars and 
textual sources, this 14-unit course addresses the complex features of Jewish people-
hood and the contemporary challenges to the Jewish people in an era in which we 
have moved from having no home to having two different, vibrant, homes in Israel 
and in North America.

The curriculum examines the forces dividing the Jewish people today, including na-
tionalism, antisemitism, dual-loyalty, and identity politics; and it imagines new con-
ceptual frameworks that can help sustain and grow the story of our people for a new 
millennium. 

Class materials are available online to be printed at home. Participants will need to 
register in advance with Diana at the K.I. office* to access them, as well as the video 
lectures and interviews with scholars at the Hartman Institute. It may also be possible 
to purchase a print copy of the texts we will be studying together.

Classes will meet on Thursdays, 10:45-noon. We will begin meeting over Zoom until 
we can meet in person at Knesset Israel. The curriculum will provide enough material 
for 6-8 months of study—the schedule for the summer months is very much up in the 
air, and will be established once we have a better idea when gatherings will be permis-
sible. We will keep you informed. Once registered, participants are welcome to drop in 
whenever they are available. 

First classes: May 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:45-noon. zoom.us, join meeting #863-269-457.

*IMPORTANT NOTE: Participants will need to register in advance by contacting  
Diana at the K.I. office after which they will be able  to access  course materials. Once  
registered with K.I., use the instructions in the illustration “Hartman Online” on 
page 5 to a create an account and access your materials.

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities! 

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our  children  
to stimulating classes  

and programs for adults…
• 

Lunch & Learn / Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through artistic expression 

•

inspire.
 

Connect with each generation
Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…transform our world

•

grow.
 

Start where you are 
Beam with new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar
Nourish mind, heart & soul

•

together.
Joyfully stuff envelopes  

with other mailing mavens! 
Be a GLEE star 

at Shirei Shabbat 
Comfort a loss 

with Hevra Kadisha

•

 If I am not for me, who is for me; and if I am (only) 
for myself, what am I. And if not now, when? 

– Hillel, Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World
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Funerals & Burial in the Time of COVID-19

The Cemetery Committee has revised funeral protocols in response to the guidelines 
promulgated by the CDC and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in this time of 
COVID-19. These protocols will continue to be updated as more information and more 
requirements become available. The latest information is posted on the K.I. Website un-
der Participate > COVID-19 Response > Read more under Ritual & Lifecycle Updates.

Note: You may need to log into KnessetIsrael.org to view the above pages. At the time 
of this writing, we were working to make our site safe from people who are breaking 
into Zoom meetings with disrupting and undesirable messages.

On March 23, in compliance with the protocols, the committee supported a funeral  
which was a family-only, graveside service. The family set up a Zoom meeting to share  
the service with distant family and friends. All participants observed distancing re-
quirements. Given the changes we needed to observe, a solemn and respectful burial 
took place.  

If you would like to talk about these requirements, contact Rabbi Weiner at rabbiweiner@
knessetisrael.org or contact the cemetery committee at cemetery@knessetisrael.org.

Available Cemetery Plots in Old Sections 

There are a number of available cemetery plots in the old sections of the cemetery that 
may be reserved, on a first come, first served basis, by members and non-members 
who would like to reserve plots near family members.

These plots may be reserved by members at a cost of $500/plot and by non-members 
at a cost of $1000/plot.

Anyone who is interested in available plots may contact Don Sugarman:  
cemetery@knessetisrael.org, or 413-822-0784. 

Interfaith Burial Section 

Knesset Israel is very proud to have established a section of our cemetery that is dedi-
cated to the burial of interfaith family members.  This section is not limited to interfaith 
families and may be selected as burial sites by Jewish singles or couples.

If you would like more information, please contact Don Sugarman:  
cemetery@knessetisra el.org, or 413-822-0784. 

—submitted by Don Sugarman, Cemetery Committee Chair

K.I. does indeed care as evidenced by 
the large and dedicated volunteer list of 
members who have chosen to reach out 
by phone to other members who would 
like more social contact during this chal-
lenging, stressful time. 

Having spent much time communicat-
ing with the K.I. Cares team as well with 
K.I. members these past weeks, I find it 
both challenging and rewarding to “keep 
in touch” at this time when we are sup-
posed to distance ourselves from others.

We can report that there are at least 35 
people making calls. At least 150 plus 
calls have been made so far. 

Some calls are routine “hellos,” and some 
require action. A recent call was made 
by a caregiver to request hand sanitiz-
er. One of the K.I. Cares team members 
searched online for the item—it was not 
to be found. She did, however, find a  
recipe online that described how to 
make it. She did so and then delivered it 
in a repurposed container to the caller. 
This truly was an example of K.I. caring!

If you would like a call, have a request, 
or know of someone who might benefit 
from such a call, call Jan Zimbler at 413 
446-6622; Fran Wolk at 413 637-4187, or 
contact the Rabbi by email. 

If you are in need a kosher meal deliv-
ered, call the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires at 413-442-4360, x17 to make 
arrangements.

—submitted by Fran Wolk, K.I. Cares chair

Committee News

Update: Funerals & Plots  
Accommodating COVID-19; new plot availability

Reaching Out
We’re in this together

So come my friends, be not afraid. 
We are so lightly here. 

It is in love we are made. In love we disappear.
 —Leonard Cohen, poet, songwriter
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Committee News

Our hamantashen fundraising project was a huge 
success this year thanks to many many volunteers 
who devoted their time and energy for this fun win-
ter project.

We set some new records! 

n  7000+ hamantashen baked 
n  $10,000 in profit to support staff and building 
     needs! 
n  160 bags distributed including deliveries to homebound congregants  
n  27 packages  mailed to friends and family 
n  875 hamantashen packed and used for the Federation's "Joe’s Project" 
    where volunteers packed and delivered “mishloach manot” bags to 
    seniors in Berkshire County. 

Hamantashen were supplied to the Hebrew School students, the Purim 
concert, the Megillah evening services, kiddush, and to Merle's spinal in-
jury support group. In addition, hamantashen were added to the meals 
that Cindy Bell Deane and crew cooked and provided to our homebound 
seniors during this Covid crisis.

I am grateful for the ongoing dedication and support from many people:

Susan Gordon who organizes dough making, is the roller and packag-
ing expert. Diana Macfarlane provides the calm organizational expertise 
in collecting orders, scanning them to Cindy Taltalovich (in California) 
who inputs the orders in the computer and sends the organized orders 
and letters back to Diana. The women, under the leadership of Elaine  
Epstein, organize the letters/orders mailing to congregants. Thanks to Chris 
Goetz for mailing all those boxes at the post office, and to Ken Conrow for  
general assistance.

There are many people, young and young at heart, who helped with dough 
making, rolling, baking, and packing mail orders and congregational bags. 
They are: Amy Abramovich; Beth Abramson; Barbara Akresh; Kayla Bellmore; 
Lorraine Blank; Nan Bookless; Helen and Bernd Brecher; Phil Coleman; Kika 
Cook Dubin; Eli, Rebecca, and Talia Caine; Judy Cook; Elaine Epstein; Robin 
Fleet; Ruben Fried; Susan Frisch Lehrer; John Galt; Susan Gordon; Lisa Green; 
Marcie Greenfield Simons; Ed and Mike Helitzer; Amy Herman; Regina Karas; 
Roz Kopfstein; Ann Krawet; Brenda Landes; Patti Lipman; Adam Lehrer; El-
len and Stuart Masters and their granddaughter Lailah; Judy Moss; Shiffra 
Perlmutter; Dave Pil; Beth Radsken; Herb Rod; Alan and Ellen Rosenblatt;  
Arlene Schiff; Bea Selig; Nina Shelomentseva; Dana Siegel; Ben Strauss; Phoe-
be Sugarman; Lisa Udel; Ari, Joe, Judith, and Shira Weiner; Parker Wright;– 
and Robbie Zucker.

It's amazing how our synagogue family and community members work 
together so well and look forward to this project every year!

At the end of March, the Hebrew School began on-
line classes for children grades 1-6. Classes included 
social time, Hebrew learning, and homework games 
to play at home.

A special thanks to our faculty for planning, partic-
ipating and running these online sessions. Moving 
our school online has been a challenge. It gives me 
great hope for us to see how resilient and creative 
our K.I. community is.

We also sent every student a packet of materials to 
use at home including text books, Hebrew work-
books and activities, and several Passover activities. 
Families also received a Passover game to be played 
as a family.

Classes will continue online weekly until we can 
meet again in person

—submitted by Judith Weiner, Director of Families 
Together, and Hebrew School Administrator

Hebrew School
Engaging virtually

Record Setting Hamantashen Report
by Cindy Helitzer

Train up a child in the way  
they should go, and even when 

they are old, they will not  
depart from it.

—Proverbs 22:6
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9 Things You Didn’t Know About Shavuot
Lesser-known facts about this springtime holiday
Along with Passover and Sukkot, Shavuot 
is one of the three major Jewish pilgrim-
age festivals. It occurs precisely 49 days 
after the second day of Passover, a period 
of time known as the Omer, and marks 
the giving of the Torah to the Jewish peo-
ple on Mount Sinai.

Here are nine things you might not know 
about this springtime holiday.

Shavuot is the holiday of Jewish  
paper cutting

Shavuot is a springtime festival, a period 
when the earth is coming into full bloom. 
One Jewish legend recounts that Mount 
Sinai burst into flower with the giving 
of the Torah. In ancient times, Shavuot 
was also the time when Jewish farmers 
would bring the first fruits of their crops 
as an offering to God in the temple. For 
these reasons, many synagogues have 
the custom of decorating their sanctuar-
ies with flowers and greenery. But some 
rabbis felt this too closely resembled 
Christian traditions, which led to the cus-
tom of using papercuts, called a shavuosl. 
The art of Jewish paper cutting has a long 
history! 

Israelis have water fights on Shavuot

In Israel, Shavuot is the holiday of wa-
ter. In the center of many cities, massive 
crowds engage in water fights on the 
holiday, tossing water balloons at each 
other or spraying passersby with pow-
erful water guns. Others embrace the 
water idea by taking hikes along rivers 
and streams. The origins of this tradition 
aren’t entirely clear, but some link it to 
North African Jewish communities that 
celebrated water on Shavuot because 
the Torah is sometimes compared to the 
life-giving properties of water. Also, it’s 
the start of the hot season, so frolicking 
outside with water only makes sense.

Shavuot is Judaism’s only all-nighter

This custom originated among the mys-
tics of Safed as compensation for the 
fact that, according to the Midrash, the 
ancient Israelites overslept on the day 
the Torah was given. To make up for that 
ancient mistake and to show our eager-
ness to receive the Torah, the Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot custom emerged—staying up 
all night to study. In many synagogues 
the study session is capped by a sunrise 
service at daybreak.

Ladino speakers recite a marriage 
contract on Shavuot

The relationship between God and the 
Jewish people is often likened to mar-
riage. The Talmud calls Shavuot the wed-
ding day between God and the Jewish 
people. To mark this anniversary, many 
Sephardic communities developed litur-
gy describing the holiday as a symbolic 
betrothal of the Jewish people to God. 
Ladino-speaking Jews went even fur-
ther, reciting a liturgical poem called Le 
Ketubah de la Ley, the marriage contract 
of the law.

The figure most associated with the 
holiday wasn’t born Jewish

Traditionally the biblical Book of Ruth is 
read in synagogue on Shavuot. The book 
tells the story of Ruth, a Moabite woman 
who returns to Israel with her mother-
in-law after the death of her husband. 
Though Ruth is encouraged to stay with 
her own people, she refuses, speaking 
the lines for which she would become 
known: “For wherever you go, I will go; 
wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your 
people shall be my people, and your 
God my God.” Ruth’s embrace of Judaism 
took place around the time of Shavuot 
and her acceptance of the Jewish faith is 
seen as analogous to the Jewish accep-
tance of God’s Torah.

Shavuot is the only holiday where 
dairy foods are encouraged

Eating meat and fish are signs of cel-
ebration in Jewish tradition, which is 
why many people eat beef or chicken 
on Shabbat and other Jewish holidays. 
Shavuot is the one Jewish observance 
where the opposite is true — dairy foods 
like cheesecake and blintzes are cus-
tomary. Various reasons for this tradition 

Of Interest

edited article by MJL, was found on  
myjewishlearning.com
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have been offered, but many link it to the 
fact that the kosher laws were handed 
down on Shavuot, and the ancient Isra-
elites, finding that their meat was no lon-
ger kosher, ate dairy foods instead. 

Shavuot is the only holiday with no 
fixed date

According to the Bible, Shavuot is ob-
served seven weeks after “the sickle is 
first put to the standing grain.” In practice, 
the counting began on the second day of 
Passover (the counting of the Omer). In 
ancient times, when the new month was 
established on the basis of observations, 
Shavuot could fall on either the fifth or 
sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan. 
Today, it is observed on the 6th day of 
Sivan. The holiday does not traditionally 
begin until nightfall, unlike other Jewish 
holidays that begin at dusk.

The Reform movement holds confirma-
tion ceremonies on Shavuot

Confirmation is a late arrival to Jewish tra-
dition, introduced by the Reform move-
ment about 200 years ago as a way for a 
Jewish teenager to “confirm” their adult 
commitment to Judaism. The connection 
to Shavuot, which marks the acceptance 
of the Torah on Mount Sinai, is a natural 
one, though some Reform communities  
observe the rite on Shabbat instead.

Shavuot is the least-observed major 
Jewish holiday

Coming seven weeks after what is con-
sidered the most widely observed Jew-
ish holiday—Passover—Shavuot is of-
ten overlooked by less observant Jews. 
Various reasons have been suggested 
for this. Perhaps the most compelling is 
that, unlike Passover (with its seder and 
dietary restrictions), Sukkot (with its cus-
tom of eating in a sukkah for seven days), 
or Rosh Hashanah (with its shofar blow-
ing and traditions of introspection and 
forgiveness), Shavuot is comparatively 
lacking in any specific dramatic rituals.

Kol K.I.

Every plan seems to be tentative these days, 
and our K.I. Gala plans are no exception. 

Ed Asner, whose given name is Yitzhak Ed-
ward Asner—lovingly known to many as “Lou 
Grant”—is scheduled to speak to us about his 
life and times. There will be two separate pro-
grams with Mr. Asner, with the Sunday event 
followed by a dinner with Mr. Asner at a loca-
tion TBA. 

Let’s hope that by the scheduled dates, we 
will not be at a virtual gathering, but will be 
seated next to one another, sharing this won-
derful experience. Watch the K.I. E-News and 
KOL K.I. for updates!

Gala Update
Ed Asner lecture and dinner

©2006 Encyclopedia Britannica, britannica.com

Several Social Justice Committee members are delivering food to Berkshire res-
idents who are unable to get to the local food pantries at South Congregational 
Church or the Salvation Army. We bring people a variety of foods, including meat, 
eggs, milk, breads, fresh vegetables and fruits, desserts, and canned goods. 

Items are donated by local markets, businesses, and individuals. The delivery end 
is organized by Berkshire Bridges Working Cities. Central Berkshire Habitat for Hu-
manity has joined them because of the overwhelming demand. 

Currently, Nancy Cook, Lew Schiller, and Brenda Landes are 
volunteering. A few others will be starting soon. Everyone 
wears protective gear, including workers at the pantries. 
There is no physical contact with the recipients—mainly 
they wave from the door or text the driver. 

Our community is in urgent need! If you would like to 
volunteer and have questions about how this works, 
please contact committee members: Lew Schiller— 
schillerLR@aol.com; Brenda Landes—brendahland 
es@gmail.com; or Nancy Cook—splynter100@gmail.

com. To volunteer: Tonya Frasier—accounting@berk 
shirehabitat.org / 413-441-3509; or Raven Basinger—

rbasinger@berkshirehabitat.org

Social Justice Update Bring food to neighbors in need!

Choose Sunday, June 28 at 2 pm or Monday, June 29 at 7:30 pm  
$40 per person.  

Choose the Monday or Sunday lecture plus Sunday dinner with Mr. Asner: 
$150 per person.  Reservations are required as space will be very limited.

Contact Diana at the K.I. office for reservations for all sessions.
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Spotlight On

This month I have the opportunity to 
interview one of our synagogue’s and 
community’s finest young gentlemen. 
I’d like to welcome Noah Cook-Dubin, 
a recent returnee to both the Berk-
shires and to Knesset Israel. He’s a ter-
rific musician by the way. Noah, great 
to have you!

You sing, you arrange, you play 
guitar—you have a lot of music in 
you. Let me start by asking what 
kind of musical training you have 
had—your teachers and what 
you’ve studied?

Noah: I’ve been learning to play 
music since I started piano lessons 
at age five. But I really chose to fo-
cus on music when my brother and 
father (my most important teacher) 
got me started playing the guitar 
when I was about 11. It was around 
that time that I embraced voice as 
an instrument too. On Wednesday 
nights we used to get together with 
some friends of my dad’s to play 
bluegrass at an old house in Han-
cock, which taught me a lot about 
listening, playing, and singing to-
gether as a group. Since that time 
I’ve played in a bunch of different 
bands of varying levels of profes-
sionalism, picking up more under-
standing and experience along the 
way. Playing together with more 
experienced musicians has taught 
me a tremendous amount, and kept 
me evolving and learning in a way 
that was at least as important as the 
lessons, classes, and structured en-
sembles. 

Who did you listen to growing up? 
You must have some influential 
bands and performers who have 
inspired you.

Noah: I have always had pretty eclec-
tic musical tastes, and a mishmash of 
influences. Growing up I heard my 
father playing a lot of bluegrass mu-
sic, which definitely influenced me 
and my playing style. Bob Marley has 
inspired my view of music’s power as 
a cultural and spiritual tool, and the 
subjects I tend to write about. Gift 
of Gab is a lyricist I’ve always looked 
up to for his technical virtuosity of 
rhyme. As a performer I’ve been in-
fluenced by watching how people 
like Freddie Mercury and Mick Jag-
ger command the stage. As a singer 
and a rhythm guitarist, I think the 
Allman Brothers have influenced me 
most of all.

What are you listening to and play-
ing these days?

Noah: Since moving back from Brazil 
we’ve been listening to lots of samba, 

Noah Cook-Dubin
A musical journey—by Phil Coleman

 Photos: Noah Cook-Dubin performs with his band Grambells, São Paulo, Brazil 2018
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as we try to keep that cultural influence 
strong in our home. As for playing mu-
sic, I’ve been really enjoying returning to 
playing the mix of bluegrass, rock, folk, 
and blues that I grew up with.

At K.I., we really honor music as central 
to what the synagogue has to offer. Do 
you have any memories of singing and 
participating in some of the services or 
classes? 

Noah: Absolutely. Music was the most 
important factor that got me more in-
volved at K.I. as a kid. I’ve always loved 
to sing, always found it easier to learn 
things if they have a melody, and always 
liked performing. This all came togeth-
er when my uncle Jeff tutored me for 
my Bar Mitzvah, where he prepared me 
to lead services, chant from the Torah, 
and chant the Haftarah. Music was the 
tie that bound me most tightly to Juda-
ism. And in return, learning how to lead 
services at K.I. taught me so much about 
how to assume the responsibility of the 
group leader in making music, which has 
been invaluable to me as a lead singer in 
bands. Jewish kids don’t realize the in-
credible performance and public speak-
ing training we get through our B’nai 
Mitzvah prep!

What kinds of musical events, services, 
or concerts could you envision for the 
future at K.I., and what would you like 
to participate in?

Noah: There’s so much great musical 
programming here already. We are bless-
ed with an outsized group of talented 
musicians with great ideas, and I’ve been 
enjoying getting involved in programs 
like Shirei Shabbat and the Purim Band. 
I’ve also started thinking more about 
how music can enhance and expand the 
Tot Shabbat experience, hopefully to 
reach beyond the K.I .walls.

Noah, you are awesome.  We are thrilled 
to have you playing and performing 
with us. Thanks so much!

Like many of you, my day and nighttime hours are filled with many thoughts—
thoughts of childhood, present day fears, plans that cannot be realized in these 
times, and everything else that slips in. 

An early joy of my childhood was looking out the windows of our three-room 
apartment. The three-story Brooklyn brick walk-up had three sections which were 
entered from a small central courtyard.

Our kitchen window, facing the courtyard, was on the ground floor. I could watch 
all visitors or tenants going into any of the A, B, or C doorways. Sometimes when 
the windows were open, neighbors would come to our kitchen window to chat.  
There were hedges and other neglected greenery in this small “court.”

The windows of our living room and bedroom faced Troy Avenue, a steeply sloped 
Crown Heights street. I could see Thaler’s Grocery (known for its bagels and cured 
fish), and Irving’s—a “candy store” offering sodas, egg creams, ice-cream, snacks 
and comics—from my perch. On my side of the street, below our fire escape, were 
other shops—Anderman’s grocery, Harry’s fresh fruits and vegetables, a barber 
shop, and right beneath our apartment, the old and heavily accented Italian shoe-
maker, with a big Cat’s Paw transfer on his store’s door. 

I carefully watched the world from both sides of our home. Who was going where? 
What was the weather? Would an umbrella, boots, or heavy jackets be necessary 
on that day? I wondered where people were going. 

I am now again living in a brick building in downtown Pittsfield with wonderfully 
large windows. First thing in the morning, I still love to check out the sky, the cloud 
formations, the colors behind the eastern sky, the waving flag on local buildings 
(to assess the wind velocity)… still noticing the weight of people’s coats, jackets, 
sweaters, and footwear.

Last night, I the midst of this pandemic living, I had an inspiring moment. Restless 
at 2:30 a.m., the crack between the not-wholly-closed drape halves reflected light 
onto the wall I was facing. I tossed and turned with thoughts of my husband’s can-
cer, the dimensions of this pandemic, our dependence on telephone and email to 
connect without hugs or sharing meals or snacks, the lack of political leadership, 
and more. But the shadow prompted me to turn over. At the very top of the drapes, 
in a space not wider than three inches, glowing into my eyes, was the brightest, 
roundest moon (a “supermoon,” according to astronomers). It glowed; it glared;  
it shone. I stared for a long time. It was the night of the first seder.

It struck me…this moon was among the earliest of God’s creations in that first 
week of creative labor. And it was presenting itself to me, lying next to my husband 
of 57 years! I turned over, took a few deep breaths, and rested well until morning.

We are but mortals.

Member Musings

Super Moon A musing by Myrna Hammerling

If you have a “Musing” you wish to share, we welcome submissions. Publication will be at the 
discretion of the editor, and may be edited for clarity, facts, and length. Submit articles to:  
Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com
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Of Interest

Pikuach Nefesh: 
The Jewish Value of Saving a Life 
—by Rabbi Asher Lopatin

One of the most basic principles in Jew-
ish law is that human life comes first.  
Almost any religious commandment can 
be broken in order to save the life of a 
human being.  

While the Torah goes to great lengths to 
tell us how important some of the com-
mandments are, the start of the Torah 
foreshadows that saving human life will 
be more important: “And God created 
man in His image, in the image of God 
He created him.” (Genesis 1:27) Clearly, 
the life of a human being is special and 
unique, and as would become clear later 
in the Torah, demands preservation be-
yond anything else.

This idea, known as pikuach nefesh, is 
derived from two main sources. One, 
preferred by the 12th century scholar 
Maimonides, is the verse in Leviticus 
18:5: “You shall keep My laws and My 
rules, by the pursuit of which man shall 
live.” The talmudic sage Rabbi Akiva  
comments that the verse says “by the 
pursuit of which man shall live”—not 
“shall die.” Built into every mitzvah— 
with some exceptions—is the prece-
dence of human life. Keep the Sabbath—
but if you have to violate its laws to per-
form life-saving surgery or get someone 
to the hospital, do it.

Many rabbis, Maimonides included, ap-
ply this principle only to the life of a fellow 
Jew. In a sense, they are saying that a Jew 
should never do a commandment that 
puts another Jew at risk. Over the centu-
ries, the rabbis have successfully resorted 
to roundabout explanations so that by 
now there is now a consensus that the 
lives of non-Jews must be saved as well. 
But the core of this first understanding is 
the idea that pikuach nefesh is basically a 
Jewish concept embedded in command-
ments that apply only to Jews.

This read of pikuach nefesh tells us clear-
ly that commandments are not about 
restrictions on life—though they might 
restrict our actions to some extent—nor 
are they about pulling us back from life. 
Rather, the mitzvot are supposed to en-
able us to live in the image of God to the 
fullest extent possible, to be an integral 
part of life in this world. If a mitzvah even 
runs the risk of stopping us from living, 
it is pushed away by pikuach nefesh, 
the ultimate concern for life. This under-
standing pushes us to reflect on our own 

lives: Are we life affirming? Are we acting 
in a way that celebrates the God-infused 
life we have been given?

The second source, preferred by the 13th 
century sage Nahmanides, is also from 
Leviticus: “the stranger and the citizen 
shall live with you.” According to the Tal-
mud, this verse tells us that we have a 
positive commandment to preserve life, 
even if it means violating other ritual or 
ethical commandments. As opposed to 
being a built-in exception to every com-
mandment, this source tells us that sav-
ing lives is a positive commandment on 
its own.

Nahmanides is clear that this applies to 
gentiles as well as Jews. We are all hu-

man beings created in the image of God. 
Whether Jewish or not, citizen or strang-
er, the commandment of saving a life is 
preeminent.

This community-minded understanding 
of pikuach nefesh teaches us that not 
only are we to celebrate mitzvot as af-
firming of our creation in the image of 
God, but also as vehicles to affirm that 
others are created in the image of God 
as well. Our tradition aims to create a so-
ciety which celebrates the creation of all 

of humanity. Nahmanides’ interpretation 
ask us: Are we creating a society on the 
principles of pikuach nefesh, where ev-
eryone is looking out for the life, safety 
and well-being of the “stranger and the 
citizen” around us?

Of course, nothing in Judaism is so sim-
ple—nor should it be. So there are ex-
ceptions to pikuach nefesh. The Talmud 
tells us that a person cannot kill another 
person to save their own life. Adultery 
and idolatry are also excluded; accord-
ing to most authorities, a person must 
give up their life rather than violating 
these prohibitions. The Talmud also tells 
us that if the violation would be public 
—and especially if it’s a time when the 
ruling authorities are seeking to get Jews 

Preserving human life is so fundamental to Judaism 
that virtually every other religious obligation  

can be set aside when a life is at stake.
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to violate the Torah’s commandments—
you must give up your life rather than 
commit even the smallest infraction.

There is one other important exception 
to saving life as declared by Rabbi Akiva: 
If the choice is between saving your own 
life or someone else’s, save your own 
first. If you are in the desert and have 
only one bottle of water, and you need 
it all to survive, drink the water—even if 
it means your friend gets stuck without 
any water and dies.

All of this was hotly debated in the me-
dieval period because the basic idea of 
never having a commandment come at 
the expense of human life was so cen-
tral. Our tradition just cannot conceive 
of it in a normal world. In the late Middle 
Ages, Rabbi Menachem Meiri said that 
while the Talmud seemed to exclude 
many non-Jews from the laws of pikuach 
nefesh, had it known of the civilized so-
cieties of Meiri’s era (and ours), it would 
have been more explicit that everyone 
living in civilized society, Jew or non-Jew, 
is covered by the law of pikuach nefesh. 
Their lives must be saved, even if that 
meant violating almost all of the central 
commandments of Judaism.

Meiri understood that pikuach nefesh 
is not a loophole. It is a way to view the 
sanctity of human life as central to our 
tradition, our society and our command-
ments.

Rabbi Asher Lopatin is the founder and 
spiritual leader of Kehillat Etz Chayim in 
Detroit and the founder of the Detroit Na-
tional Center for Civil Discourse. This article 
is reprinted in its entrity from the website 
myjewishlearning.com.

Rabbi Israel Salanter

Rabbi Israel Salanter was a revered tal-
mudic commentator and the founder of 
the  Mussar  movement, a 19th century 
movement that encouraged the practice 
of character refinement and personal 
ethical development. But he was also 
known for his unique response to a glob-
al health pandemic—the worldwide 
cholera outbreak that claimed untold 
lives across multiple continents between 
1846 and 1860.

Rabbi Salanter was a young scholar when 
the epidemic struck Vilna, the heart of 
Jewish Lithuania, in the summer of 1848. 
Rabbi Dov Katz relates in his work  The 
Mussar Movement  that Salanter focused 
all his energies on saving lives during this 
epidemic. He involved himself in relief 
efforts and actively enlisted his yeshiva 
students to go out and care for the ill. 
He even rented a building to serve as a 
1,500-bed hospital and raised funds to 
care for the ill.

Jewish law permits the violation of all 
but three sins* in order to save a life, 
and Salanter actively encouraged peo-
ple to do so if they needed—especially 
the laws of Shabbat and keeping kosher. 
Salanter also advocated relaxing cer-

A 19th-Century Rabbi…a Global Epidemic
Mussar’s founder lived pikuach nefiesh—by Rabbi Elisha Friedman

tain mourning laws to avoid weakening 
mourners and making them more sus-
ceptible to illness.

Perhaps the most dramatic incident of 
this period occurred during the High 
Holidays of 1848. Salanter felt that fast-
ing on Yom Kippur would put lives in 
danger and that it would desecrate Ju-
daism if Jews died trying to observe the 
fast. Though he held no official role in 
the Vilna rabbinate, on the eve of Yom 
Kippur he placed proclamations in all the 
synagogues telling people not to fast, 
to shorten synagogue services, to take 
walks, and to help each other in all ways.

This was itself a radical move, but Salanter 
still worried it was not enough. So on the 
morning of Yom Kippur, Salanter walked 
to the front of the synagogue with wine 
and cake, made kiddush and ate in front 
of everyone. The people were in shock.
Other versions of the story say that an 
elder of the Vilna rabbinate publicly dis-
avowed Salanter’s sweeping decision, in-
sisting that each person decide the ques-
tion for themselves with their doctor.

Whatever the particulars, there’s no 
doubt that Salanter paid a price for his 
actions. The Jewish community was in 
an uproar. According to one historical 
account, Salanter no longer felt welcome 
in Vilna and was forced to leave a short 
while later.

But Salanter remained proud of that 
moment for the rest of his life. Lives had 
been saved, he believed, and there was 
no reason for regret. 

Rabbi Elisha Friedman serves as the rabbi 
of Congregation Kesher Israel in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. This article has been 
edited. The original can be found in full 
myjewishlearning.com

Of Interest
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Local Leaders and            
Trusted Partners         

North Adams | Pittsfield | Williamstown 
Quincy | Rockland | Scituate

mountainone.com

Jonathan Denmark
President & COO,          
MountainOne Insurance

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT A DEPOSIT, NOT FDIC-INSURED 
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 

NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK, MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE

Kol K.I.

Advertise in KOL KI.!   
One very low yearly rate promotes your business & ensures a printed bulletin gets to all members.  

Messaging & underwriting opportunities available, too!  •  Email Nan Bookless at nandesign.20@gmail.com 
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7 IYYAR - MAY 1

Lillian Wolk 

8 IYYAR - MAY 2

Gilbert Marks 
Israel Kutik 
Louis Tarnower 
Jacob Cusick 
Benjamin M.  
     Greenwald 

9 IYYAR - MAY 3

Nathan Zuckerman 
Harry Tallen 
Dr. Dennis J. Ovitsky 
Shimon Mayer 

10 IYYAR - MAY 

Isaac Ginsberg 
Barnet Mendis 
Natalie Greenwald 
Bettye Phyllis  
     Slaminsky 
Esther Scholder 
Naomi Kruvant 

11 IYYAR - MAY 5

Harris Borke 
Sylvia Flaster 
Betty Ressler 
Murray Lipton 
Samuel Edelstein 
Cyril Gilbert 

12 IYYAR - MAY 6

Jerome Green 
Stanley Drate 
Benjamin Fribush 
Rose Davidson 
Dee Singer 

13 IYYAR - MAY 7

E. Douglas Whitehead 
Luba Mizikovskaya 

14 IYYAR - MAY 8

Percy Marcus 
Daniel L. Bookless 
Max Samel 
Martin Stevens 
Lillian Klein 
Sonia Carr 
Regina Singer 
Dorothy Kornbluth 
Herman Levinson 

15 IYYAR - MAY 9

Louis Katz 
Celia Novick 
Olga Marguerite Small 

16 IYYAR - MAY 10

Eva Bookless Bialor 
Bruce Kolman 
Israel Tighe 
Louis Moiseff 
Anna Nathanson 

17 IYYAR - MAY 11

Jack J. Levine 
Ruth Ann Ovitsky 

18 IYYAR - MAY 12

Morris Freadman 
Rodney Lowell Pen-
ziner 
Bernice Horner 
Schwartz 
Morris Silver 
Joseph Cohen 

19 IYYAR - MAY 13

Abraham J. Swirsky 

20 IYYAR - MAY 14

David Landa 
Harry Haselkorn 
Matilda Novick 
Milton Seaman 

21 IYYAR - MAY 15

Jean Ruth Goldstein 
Isadore Goodheartz 
Emanuel Cohen 

22 IYYAR - MAY 16

George Slaminsky 
Bruce Bookless 
Irving Wolfe 
Abram Kuskin 
David Nissenbaum 
Irene Staskin 
Shifra Perlman 
Molly Rosenshein 
Ana Rosner 

23 IYYAR - MAY 17

Shlomo Martin 
Anna Samel 
Abigail Toby Landa 
Molly Battle 
Evelyn Tigges 
Hyman Less 
Sophie Mandel 

24 IYYAR - MAY 18

William Ovitsky 
Norman Palefsky 
William S. Altman 
Louis B. Horowitz 
Emma Gilbert 
Abraham Katz 
Maurice S. Marmulstein 

25 IYYAR - MAY 19

Jennie Jaffee 
Paul Mandel 
Fannie Shalett 

26 IYYAR - MAY 20

Risa Graubard 
Esther Honigsbaum 

27 IYYAR - MAY 21

Annie Meirowitz 
Gustave Secunda 
Howard Wax 
Sylvia B. Bookless 
Samuel L. Rosenberg 
Jacob Jack Cohen 
Diane Reife 

28 IYYAR - MAY 22

Reba Kaufman 

29 IYYAR - MAY 23

Stanford Gogel 
Sadye Sokolove 
David Miller 
Vladimir Zeygerman 
Helen Miller 

1 SIVAN - MAY 24

Selma Lebenbaum 
Theresa Levinson 

2 SIVAN - MAY 25

James Weisberg 
Alexander Hirshberg 
Helen Krawet 
Harold Marks 
Meyer Paskowitz 
Anne Cohen 
Joseph Strul 

3 SIVAN - MAY 26

Stanley Fishman 
Joseph Strul 
Henrietta Garbowit 
Marion Kahn 
Anna Fainer Bookless 
Max Morgenstein 
Arthur Rosenstock 
Violet Schottenfeld 
Ida Edelstein 

4 SIVAN - MAY 27

David Zuckerman 
Sidney Schlichter 
William Abramowitz 
Mary Garbowitz 
Doris Levine 
Arthur Green 
Ida Klein 

5 SIVAN - MAY 28

Laeita Israelite 
Ida M. Braun 
Anna Levinson 
Brochin 
Jerome Goldenberg 
Edythe Rosenthal 
Udell Rudnick 
Ethel Krancer 

6 SIVAN - MAY 29

Minerva Alperin 
Norman M. Israelite 
Ida Pill 
Jacob Rosenblatt 

7 SIVAN - MAY 30

Harry Green 
Mary Kay 

8 SIVAN - MAY 31

Bentze Rozenblyum 
Morris Secunda 
Norman Rosenthal 
Katherine Johnson 

I marvel at the resilience of the Jewish people.  
Their best characteristic is their desire to remember.  

No other people has such an obsession with  
memory and illumine our path….

—Elie Weisel

Say not in grief 
 ‘they are no more’ but in  

thankfulness that they were.
—Hebrew proverb
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Funds & Endowments

Remember a loved one, honor  
a special occasion, a friend, or family member,  

by a donation to the Bima Flower Fund

• 
Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006.

SAMUEL AND ANNA 
BOOKLESS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Anna Bookless
     Maxine Bookless 
     and Nan Bookless 

    
CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of Arline Levine
     Lou Skoletsky 

In memory of Semyon Berlin
     Inna, Boris and 
      Julia Saltanovich 

In memory of Arline Levine
     JoAnn Kronick  
     and Lois Kronick 

In memory of Mollie Jacobs
     The Landas

    
CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 

In memory of Theresa Pill
     David Pill 

    
CHESED FUND 

In memory of Abram Kogan
     Yefim and Galina Kogan 

    
CHEVRA KADISHA 
In memory of Arline Levine
     Nan Bookless 

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Arline Levine
In memory of Martin Per-
lmutter
     Joel and Phyllis Curran 
    
FLOWER FUND 

In memory of Khinka Kogan
     Yefim and Galina Kogan 

    
 HARRY AND ENID 
FUHRMAN FUND 

In memory of Enid Fuhrman
     Lou Skoletsky 

    

In memory of 

Arline Levine 
Alan Cutler
     Meryl and Richard Cooper 

    
MADELINE GALANTER 
ENDOWMENT 

In appreciation of 
receiving mishloah manot 
from members of the 
congregation
     Beth and Joel Radsken 

    
DIANA AND JEROME 
GELLER ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Diana Geller on 
the occasion of her 90th 
birthday
     Barbara & Simon Pines, 
     Jennifer and Noah Pines, 
     and Hiram Pines 

    
GENERAL DONATIONS 

In honor of Jane Rosen and 
her meditation class
     Ellen and Allen Rosenblat 

In memory of  
Nannette Rosenthal
     Lawrence and  
     Bette Sue Rosenthal 

In memory of Arline Levine
     Rachel Bashevkin 

In memory of Natalie Holland
     Richard Holland 

    
KIDDUSH FUND 
In memory of  
Ruth Kalman Sugarman 
Dr. Lester Sugarman
     Phoebe and Don Sugarman 

In memory of Alan Cutler
     Diana Geller and 
     Andy Geller 

In memory of 
Abe Geller 
Harry Weinberger
     Ellie and Mike Geller   

In memory of 

Arline Levine
Carole Schiller Krauss
Minnie Schiller
     Len and Alice Schiller 

    
Mazel Tov to  
Marcia and Charles Mandel 
on the birth of their 
grandson
In memory of  
Ethel Prives 
Jacob Kirsch
     Loretta and Joel Prives 

    
ROBERT AND ESTHER 
MARKOWITZ  
ENDOWMENT 

In appreciation of being a 
member of Knesset Israel for 
65 years!
In memory of 
Esther Markowitz
Lona Markowitz
     Robert Markowitz 

MISHLOACH MANOAT 
In appreciation of all who 
donated mishloah manot 
for us
     Terry and Arthur Wasser 

     
RABBI'S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In appreciation of mishloach 
manot
     Arlene and Gary Schiff 

In memory of Arline Levine
In honor of David Dahari 
for receiving a NASA 
Ambassadorship!
     Diane Weinstein 

In memory of Arlene Fletcher
In honor of Diana Macfarlane 
& Chris Goetze
     Ed and Lisa Udel 

In memory of  
Shirley J. Bookless
     Maxine Bookless  
      and Nan Bookless  

Tzedaka Opportunity
Help South Congregational Church Feed the Hungry

Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, with a 
designation for the South Congregational Church’s 

food pantry. Donations will be matched up to a certain 
amount. Contributions can be made online or mail a 

check to Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Rd., Pittsfield MA 01201.
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PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pastoral care for any 
reason, please contact Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, 
ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements are han-
dled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral home. Please call 
413-663-6523 or 413-442-1733. You can also email  
flynndagnoli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know is expe-
riencing serious illness requiring support, please 
contact the Care Committee by calling the main of-
fice of Knesset Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

Funds & Endowments

Minimum donation  
to funds is $5.

 

Endowment fund  
minimum is $10.

 

We welcome  
contributions in  

any amount.

 Contributions of 
less than $5 not 

publicized.

In memory of Lillian Ferber
     Merle Ferber 

In memory of Stella Levine
     Nan and Alan Lipton 

In honor of Diana Geller on 
the occasion of her 90th 
birthday!
     Regina Karas 

In memory of Allen Bildner
     Robert and  
     Elisa Spungen Bildner 

In memory of Nathan Bass
     Ruth and Robert Waldheim   

In memory of Lois Gottlieb
     Suellen Havsy 

In memory of Robert Staskin
     Susan Staskin 

In memory of 

Martin Perlmutter
     B & G Scapin 

     Barbara Bishop 

     Barbara Mahoney 

     Carol Messerschmitt

    Judith Gitelson 

    Len and Alice Schiller

    Marilyn Manning 

    Marlene and  
    Robert Bergendahl 

     Russell, Sr., Christine,  
     Renee, and Russel, Jr. Pearce 

     Norma Blaney and  
     Kathy Reynolds 

     Sharon Band 

     Sheila Donath     

     Steve and Jala Martin

    

RENEWAL FUND 
In memory of Roz Baron
     Ed and Cindy Helitzer 
     
CHARLES AND TILLIE  
ROBBINS ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 

Charles Robbins
Linda Robbins
     JoAnn Kronick and  
      Lois Kronick 

    
STANLEY AND FAYE  
SIMKIN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Stanley Simkin
     Peter Simkin 

    
EDWARD AND LORETTA 
SKOLETSKY ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 

Edward Skoletsky
Loretta Skoletsky
     Lou Skoletsky 

    
MAX AND SARAH  
SKOLETSKY ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 

Louis Sumberg
Celia Sumberg
Sarah Skoletsky
Max Skoletsky
     Lou Skoletsky     

We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion 
of the editorial staff, and may be subject to editing  

for clarity, facts, and length.
Submit articles & photographs VIA EMAIL to:  

Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com

DEADLINE  •  MAY 30  for the JULY/AUGUST  ISSUE

KOL K.I. PUBLICATION NOTES   
Editor: Susan Miller • Co-Editor/Photo Editor: Nan Bookless  

Production: Liz DeMarco • Printing: Aldam Press

KOL K.I. Deadlines!
May 30 ......................................  for July/August
                                                        (double issue)
July 31 ............................  for September issuer
August 31 ............................  for October issue
September 30 ................ for November issue
October 30  ...............for December/ January  
                                                        (double issue) 
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Is Going Virtual This Summer! 

BJFF will be showing films online 
on 6 Mondays starting July 6th and 
running through August 10th, at 4 
pm and 8 pm. Tickets will be sold 
online.  

Please visit our NEW website, at 

berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org

You can watch trailers, check  
the schedule in the BJFF online 
program, sign up for our  
newsletter, and buy tickets.

Ticket prices have been lowered  
to $5 this year so please consider  
making a donation to BJFF. 

All proceeds go to the K.I. Hebrew 
School. You can make your  
donation online by filling out the 
form provided on the website. 

Thank you for your commitment to 
BJFF. We couldn’t do this without 
your support! 


