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Every year, Yom Kippur 
invites us to assemble 
as a community, pray to-
gether, and celebrate our 
capacity to change and 
grow. The day is intense, 
and perhaps it is tempt-
ing to let it be one of a 
few days, or even the one 
day of the year, for us to 
check in with our Jewish 
identity and connection. 

But at midday on Yom 
Kippur, we hear the call 

of the prophet Jeremiah, who critiques our occasional engagement. Jeremiah worries 
not about our fervent, prayerful devotion on Yom Kippur, but instead about our choic-
es on the day after Yom Kippur and the world outside the synagogue walls. After the 
shofar sounds at neilah, will we remember our renewed commitments? Our refreshed 
energy? Our call to justice and compassion? 

For the eleventh year, KI is participating 
in  Thanksgiving Angels, a local interfaith 
initiative. This year the Angels are pre-
paring to serve 2000+ families. KI’s role 
is to raise money to purchase 750 boxes 
(out of a total of 2850) of turkey stuffing 
mix. You can help by making your gen-
erous donations before November 1 so 
that we can pay for this essential and  
always favorite part of an authentic 
Thanksgiving feast.

Our goal is to raise $1600. If we surpass 
the goal, the excess funds will be ear-
marked for another important KI social 
service project, the Adopt a Family Pro-
gram, which provides Christmas gifts to 
a Berkshire family.

Please make checks 
out to KI with the 
notation, “Thanksgiv-
ing Angels” on the 
bottom. Questions? 
Contact Diane Wein-
stein at disweinstein@
gmail.com.

Be An Angel
2000+ families to feed 
$1600 to raise 
750 boxes of stuffing to purchase

After the shofar sounds at neilah,  
will we remember our renewed commitments?  

Our refreshed energy? Our call to  
justice and compassion?

The Day After Yom Kippur
Ways to carry the energy of Yom Kippur forward—Rabbi David Weiner

Prophet Jeremiah, detail Sistine Chapel Ceiling, Michelangelo

continued on page 3
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In This Issue
Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

n Reese Cook-Dubin, son of Rebecca and Jesse 
Cook-Dubin, will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on October 15 during the Sukkot holi-
day. Reese’s simcha will continue a long line of 
family involvement at Knesset Israel. Grand-
mother Nancy Cook and Grandfather Larry Du-
bin, of blessed memory, moved to Stephentown, 
New York in the mid-1980s, and they made Knes-
set Israel their Jewish home. Reese’s father Jesse 
and uncle Noah Cook-Dubin both celebrated 
their Bar Mitzvahs at KI.  Extended KI family mem-
bers include Judy and Jeff Cook, Mark and Elisa 
Snowise, and Avi, Nina, and Yael Snowise. Reese’s 
visiting grandparents, Bart and Mary Ann Jacobs, 

and many other out-of-town family members and friends will be present at KI to join 
in the celebration.   

Reese was born in Columbus, Ohio, and his family moved to the Berkshires in 2011. Re-
ese is currently an eighth grader at Berkshire Country Day School. He has attended He-
brew School here at KI since preschool and has loved learning from so many dedicated 
teachers in his time at KI. Reese participates in many activities in and out of school and 
is an ardent sports fan. He plays goalie for both the Pittsfield and BCD soccer teams. He 
skis for the Bousquet Race Team, and has played violin since he was three.  

Tikkun Olam Project. For his tikkun olam project, Reese is raising money for the Pitts-
field Soccer Club’s Scholarship Fund. As he wrote in his letter to family:

“The Pittsfield Soccer Club (PSC) has been a part of my life for a very long time, and I 
want even more kids to have the opportunity to play soccer. According to the U.S. Soc-
cer Foundation, many kids who play sports are forced out of them by age 11 because 
they can’t afford to pay for the equipment or the registration fees, which can cost $50-
$200 per season. My project will hopefully help a lot of kids in Pittsfield to play soccer 
and stay active in the sport.”  

Reese has set up a GoFundMe page to help raise money for the PSC scholarship fund. 
Please visit gofund.me/d79b4cfd to donate.   

Reese and his parents are grateful for all of his extended family and the KI Community, 
along with Reese’s older sister, Leora Cook-Dubin, who have shown Reese strong mod-
els of synagogue leadership and have helped him reach this special day. Mazel tov to 
Reese on his accomplishments.   

Reese Cook-Dubin, Bar Mitzvah

More Member Mitzvahs, plus Birthdays and Anniversaries, on page 11.



KOL K.I.  •   OCTOBER 2022  •  TISHREI / CHESVAN 5783  n  3

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs From the Rabbi

n Knesset Israel will be offering opportunities for celebration throughout Sukkot and 
Simhat Torah —services, programs for all ages, and hakafot. I hope you will attend on these 
festive occasions. 

n A new year of adult education commences later this month. Please see articles in this issue 
about the Hadar Institute’s Project Zug (www.projectzug.org). KI has signed up for a year of 
unlimited access for members, and resources are available for group or independent Torah 
study—and classes with Rabbis David Weiner and Pam Wax. Using new tech equipment, many 
of KI’s adult education classes will be offered in a hybrid format—
in-person and over Zoom.

n  KI’s strategic planning process continues, welcoming many voices into a conversation about the 
direction of congregational life over the next few years. As you hear of opportunities for community 
conversations or focus group participation, please join in. Every voice matters.

n Volunteer! The South Community Food Pantry welcomes more 
volunteers, especially people who can be available on a weekly basis (contact Nancy Cook). 
Many KI committees  —especially kiddush (Cindy Helitzer), Hevra Kadisha (Alan & Margie 
Metzger; Alexandra Warshaw), security (Lew Schiller), cooking for Shirei Shabbat (Elisa Snow-
ise), Sunday minyan (Ed Helitzer), ushers (Joan Grossman), and adult education (Sheila Gold-
lust) are looking for more participants. Contact office@knessetisrael.org for further details.

The Day After Yom Kippur

Participate!

learn. inspire. grow. together.

Although Yom Kippur is immersive and inspiring, it will not on its own sustain our community or the Jewish people.

This October, let’s see how we can carry the energy of Yom Kippur forward into the new year. 

It is wonderful to see each other on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. It will be great to continue 
to strengthen those connections throughout the year.

continued from page 1

Yom Kippur is not about  
personal resolutions and private reflection.  
It is about standing up and talking to G-d. 

It is about apologizing, about reestablishing  
our connection with our Creator.

We must tell G-d who we are, where we are holding in 
life, and what we know needs improvement.

-Rabbi Dovid Rosenfield
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t
Livestreaming of  Shabbat services and special events 
in the sanctuary  will continue. Indoor funerals may  
also be streamed, at the discretion of each family. 

October Weekly & Holiday Services 2022 / 5783

 Shabbat  and  Holiday 
Candle   Lighting

OCTOBER 
Erev Yom Kippur—Tuesday, October 4 ........................6:11 p.m.  
Friday, October 7 ............................................................6:06 p.m.  
Erev Sukkot—Sunday, October 9  ................................6:02 p.m.  
Monday, October 10 ......................................................7:02 p.m.  
Friday, October 14 ..........................................................5:54 p.m.  
Erev Shemini Atzeret—Sunday, October 16 ...............5:51 p.m.   
Shemini Atzeret/ Erev Simhat Torah— 
        Monday, October 17 ...............................................6:50 p.m. 

Friday, October 21 ..........................................................5:43 p.m.  
Friday, October 28 ..........................................................5:33 p.m. 

n  TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING 
    ON ZOOM .................................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
    ZOOM ID # 934-910-554

n  FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT ...............................5:45 p.m. 
     IN PERSON AND LIVESTREAM

- MUSICAL MINYAN ON OCTOBER 14.

 - TRADITIONAL SERVICES ON OCTOBER 7, 21 & 28

n  SATURDAY SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 
    IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM .....................................9:30 a.m.

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN  
    IN PERSON ................................................................. 8:45 a.m.

Weekly  Services Resume after 
October 22

    Need to Say Kaddish? 
We encourage people who are looking to say kaddish to:  

n  (a) attend services in person

n   (b) watch a livestream service and say kaddish along with the 
assembled minyan that can be seen and heard on screen. 

n   (c) participate in our Zoom services—Tuesday or Thursday  eve-
nings on a day close to the Yahrzeit—and say kaddish.

Please keep in mind that if there is no minyan in the sanctuary for a 
livestream service, mourner's kaddish will not be recited.

t
t    Safety Protocols 

Please read the weekly K.I. E-News for KI’s up-to-date COVID safety pro-
tocols. Attend services and programs only when you are feeling well, and 
should you be exposed to Covid-19, please follow the rules prescribed by 
the CDC and your physician.

Adult  Education
Knesset Israel has several exciting new  

developments in adult education and programming.  
See pages 6, 7 & 13 for  course descriptions.

"G-d is envisaged as both  
judge and parent; when law and love, 

justice and mercy, join hands.  
G-d forgives, and in so doing,  

teaches us to forgive."
—Rabbi Jonathan Sack
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Holiday Services 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret,  

and Simhat Torah, 5783/2022

Shabbat Shuvah—Saturday, October 1

 • Shaharit ...................................................................................9:30 a.m.  
• Hebrew School ................................................ 9:00 a.m.-noon  
• Havdala ............................................ No earlier than 7:06 p.m. 

Yom Kippur—October 4-5 
 

n  Erev Yom Kippur—Tuesday, October 4 
  • Minha .............................................................................. 5:55 p.m.. 
  • Instrumental Kol Nidre/Kol Nidre/Maariv ........... 6:05 p.m. 
  • Fast begins ......................................... no later than  6:11 p.m.

n  Yom Kippur—Wednesday, October 5 
  • Shaharit (sanctuary & social hall) ............................9:00 a.m. 
  • Torah Service/Yizkor .......................................after 10:30 a.m.

  • Minha (Sanctuary) ....................................................... 4:20 p.m. 
  • Neila (Sanctuary) ......................................................... 5:45 p.m. 
  • Tekiah Gedolah/Maariv/Havdala (Sanctuary) ... 7:11 p.m.

          • Programming & Services  
             for Families & Children ages 5-12 ........... 10:00 a.m.-noon

          • Babysitting by reservation / nursery school playroom 
              .............................................................. 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Shabbat—Saturday, October 8

  • Shaharit ............................................................................9:30 a.m.  
  • Hebrew School ................................................. 9:00 a.m.-noon  
  • Havdala ............................................ No earlier than 7:06 p.m. 

Sukkot—October 9-15
 

n  Erev Sukkot—Sunday, October 9 
  • Shaharit ............................................................................8:45 a.m.  

n  First Day of Sukkot—Monday, October 10  
• Shaharit (lulav & etrog) ..............................................9:30 a.m.  
• Berkshire Community Sukkah Gathering .......... 3:30 p.m. 
  (details on page13)

Second Day of Sukkot—Tuesday, October 11 
• Evening Davening (ZOOM) ..................................... 7:00 p.m. 
• Shaharit (lulav & etrog) ..............................................9:30 a.m.  
• Havdala ............................................ No earlier than 7:02 p.m.

Thursday, October 13 —Fourth Day of Sukkot 
• Evening Davening (Zoom) ....................................... 7:00 p.m.

Friday, October 14 – Fifth Day of Sukkot 
• Bar Mitzvah of Reese Cook-Dubin 
• Kabbalat Shabbat ....................................................... 5:45 p.m.

Shabbat Hol HaMoed Sukkot—Saturday, October 15 
• Bar Mitzvah of Reese Cook-Dubin 
• Hebrew School ................................................ 9:00 a.m.-noon 
• Shaharit ...........................................................................9:30 a.m. 
• Havdala ............................................ No earlier than 6:54 p.m.

 

n  Hoshanna Rabba / Erev Shemini Atzeret 
—Sunday, October 16 
• Shaharit (Lulav & Etrog) .............................................8:45 a.m.

n  Shemini Atzeret & Erev Simhat Torah 
—Monday, October 17    
• Shaharit  ..........................................................................9:30 a.m.  
• Yizkor .............................................................................10:45 a.m. 
• Simhat Torah Dinner .................................................. 5:30 p.m. 
• Maariv, Hakafot & Ice cream .................................... 6:30 p.m. 

n  Simhat Torah—Tuesday, October 18  
• Shaharit (Hakafot, special aliyot) Sanctuary.......9:30 a.m.

October Holiday Services 2022 / 5783
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3. Project Zug with Rabbi David Weiner. 

To register for this class, you must sign up for Project Zug. 
(See #1 in left column). Please email Diana at  

     office@knessetisrael.org. 

Traditional Jewish learning combines study in pairs or small 
groups and larger lecture/discussion formats. We will explore 
several different themes, drawing on the resources available to 
us through Project Zug. There will be video lectures to watch 
between classes.

Thursday mornings, 10:45 a.m. - noon  
Hybrid class: in person in the KI Library or on Zoom: 
bit.ly/thursdaymorningadulted 
Zoom Meeting #828 5580 9361 / Passcode: Teshuva

Educator Rabbi Avi Strausberg, developer of 
the course, writes:

“The past year has brought with it tremendous loss 
and uncertainty. On a personal and community lev-
el, many of us find ourselves grieving very tangible 
losses: the loss of life above all, the loss of financial 
security, and the loss of the intimacy of in-person 
relationships. At the same time, we find ourselves 
mourning abstract but very real losses: the loss of 
the world we once knew, the loss of a sense of secu-
rity, the loss of normalcy. 

Throughout the ages, the Jewish people have expe-
rienced significant setbacks and periods of great ad-
versity, from the flood that nearly destroyed the world 
to the destruction of the Temple to the Holocaust, an 
unprecedented time of darkness and despair. And 

Adult Education

New Opportunities in Adult Education

Knesset Israel announces several exciting new developments in adult education and programming.

Register by going to knessetisrael.org/rsvp and finding the program of interest in the list of KI events.

1. Project Zug Membership. 
Knesset Israel has signed up for 
an organization membership with 
Project Zug (projectzug.org).

Powered by the Hadar Institute  
(hadar.org), the project gives direct 
access to curated high quality Torah resources and a guided 
learning framework that enables Jews to build deep connec-
tions to each other and to our tradition. Its unique combina-
tion of facilitation and flexibility allows students to learn on 
their own schedule with an accessible structure and guidance. 
Through Torah study with a partner, Project Zug seeks to foster 
meaning, joy, and belonging.

     In 2022-23, every member of Knesset Israel is  
eligible for free, unlimited access to  

Project Zug courses.

Ordinarily, the project would charge participants $36-180 per 
course. 

To participate this year, you can: 

n sign up for a course with a study partner of your choice, per-
haps a friend or family member; 

n choose a course, then ask Project Zug to match you with a 
study partner anywhere in the world, or

n join in one of Knesset Israel’s group classes using Project Zug 
materials, the first of which, facilitated by Rabbi Weiner, will be-
gin meeting later this month.

To participate in Project Zug, please email Diana: 
office@knessetisrael.org. She will sign you up.

2. Monday Afternoon Classes with Rabbi Pam Wax.

In this transitional year for Knesset Israel, Rabbi Pam Wax has 
joined our professional team to plan summer 2023 programs 
and to offer weekly adult education classes on Monday after-
noons. Her first class, “Psalmistry: Approaching Psalms with 
Devotion,” begins on October 24. (See page 13 for the official  
announcement and details on how to register.)

t

t

class description continues on next page

First Series 
Out of the Ruins:  
Jewish Wisdom on Resilience:  
October 13, 20, 27, 
and November 3  
10:45 a.m.-noon



KOL K.I.  •   OCTOBER 2022  •  TISHREI / CHESVAN 5783  n  7

yet, each time, the Jewish people drew 
on wellsprings of resilience to not only 
continue on but to continue forward, 
rebuilding for the next generation.”

In this four-session course, we’ll look 
to our own tradition, focusing on nar-
ratives from the Torah as well as the 
events of Jewish history, to mine our 
texts for wisdom on resilience. We’ll 
ask: what are the different shapes 
resilience takes and how might we 
cultivate our own capacity for resil-
ience based on the wisdom of Jewish 
tradition?

Second Series  
November 10 & 17, 
 December 1, 8, 15)  

Tzedakah: The Jewish  
Approach to Giving

Jewish Wisdom on Resilience  
class description continued

Adult Education

t

4. Hebrew Class with Rabbi  
David Weiner.

Tuesdays, usually 10:00-11:15 a.m.,  
but check the online calendar. 

This ongoing class blends Hebrew reading 
practice, vocabulary, grammar, and deep-
er discussions of content with the aim of 
helping participants grow in their under-
standing of the Siddur.

KI Cares
Volunteer with the KI Cares Committee. Members phone other members 
who are in need of a sincere connection. They also rally around others in 

our congregation who are experiencing illness and help when they can. If 
interested, contact Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net. 

Become a Shomer 
Shomrim, 'watchers,' fulfill an important Jewish burial tradition by sitting  

with a person's aron (coffin) until the funeral. Shomrim work in shifts.  
Please call Alexandra Warshaw at 413-443-1434 for more information.

Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Community Food 
Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a check to the 

KI office. Designate the church food pantry in the memo. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Food Pantry Team are currently distributing food cartons 

to families in Pittsfield. Volunteer drivers and carton packers are needed. 
For information, email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to  

transportation. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer drivers with  
neighbors who need a ride to health-related activities, including  

vaccination. Please call  Wheels for Wellness at 413-395-0109  
to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedakah.  

These donations are the foundation of all that KI can offer, including 
unforeseen expenses for security and service options. Donate to a Fund or 

Endowment in honor or memory of family, friends, and occasions.  
These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan.  

If you would like to know more about how you might make such a  
commitment, email Arlene Schiff at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

Adopt an “Orphan” Headstone 
Many of the older headstones in the KI cemetery need  

cleaning but have no descendants to arrange it. By donating the $65 
cleaning fee, you can have one cleaned.  

Contact Diana at office@knessetisrael.org.

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World
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Hebrew School

We are delighted to introduce you to the wonderful cadre of educators who will be ably 
teaching our children for the 2022-2023 school year at Knesset Israel.

Amy Abramovich
I am a retired second grade teacher (and a brand new grandma!) and have been teaching 
Hebrew School on and off for the past several years. This year I will be teaching Hebrew 
reading to second and third graders, working individually and in small groups with the stu-
dents. In addition, I will be teaching a Tikkun Olam class to our sixth and seventh graders. 
I am really looking forward to delving into this curriculum, which is based on the work of 
Danny Siegel and his “Mitzvah Heroes,” with these students. 

David Dahari
This year I'll be teaching the powerful and dramatic stories of the first two books of the To-
rah: Genesis and Exodus. In addition to studying the stories themselves, we will be looking 
more deeply at how our Jewish values and our identity relate to the passages. We will be 
searching for personal meaning in the Torah. I'm very excited that my daughter Maya will 
be in our class; I know I will have as much fun teaching her as I did my two boys when they 
were her age.  When I'm not teaching 4th and 5th graders Torah, I teach physics and chemis-
try at Wahconah Regional High School and enjoy traveling and hiking with my wife Brandi. 

Dr. Michael Ende
I am teaching grades 8-12…Let’s call it Hebrew High School. I will use a curriculum drawing 
from classical Jewish sources:

The Mishna…Pirkei Avot or Teaching of the Sages

Prophets…selections from Haftarot we read in the synagogue 

Literature…selections from Bialik and perhaps including more contemporary writers.

My emphasis when teaching from such sources is developing an understanding of the con-
tent of the writings, with related ethical and historical factors, and increasing knowledge 
of the building blocks of the Hebrew language and familiarity with classical and contem-
porary maxims. Jewish song will be included whenever possible. I am a retired community 
child psychiatrist, married to Barbara, father of 5, grandfather of 13. When possible I can be 
found on my bicycle or in my kayak.

Dr. Jilly Lederman
I am thrilled to return to the KI Hebrew School after a 2-year hiatus. In Jewish History through 
Maps, Grade 6 and 7 students will explore the land and the people of Israel from ancient 
times through the Ottoman Empire. Using maps and archaeological sources, we’ll examine 
the movement and development of the Jewish people from Ur to the Holy Land and be-
yond. When not at KI, I teach middle school English at Pine Cobble School in Williamstown. 
I live in Pittsfield with my husband Andrew, and we are the proud parents of Colby, a soph-
omore at Northeastern University, and Alex, the policy associate at the Israel Policy Forum. 

Meet the Knesset Israel Faculty
Our academic dream team

Amy Abramovich

Dave Dahari

Michael Ende
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Ellen Masters
Shalom! I am excited to be teaching and learning Jewish studies, Israel, Jewish values, and 
Mitzvot with you. I first taught at the old JCC on East Street more than 40 years ago. 

Many of you know how much I love music, but did you know I played clarinet with the Berk-
shire Klezmer Society in Pittsfield in 1990s? Did you know that I passed my ski instructor 
course and was offered a job teaching skiing at Jiminy Peak? I brought home the jacket, but 
chose not to teach because they needed me on Saturday. I chose to teach at the Knesset 
Israel Hebrew School on Shabbat instead. I love being Jewish.

Dana Siegel
I will be returning for my 9th year as part of the early childhood program at KI Hebrew 
School to teach the K/1 class. In the past I have taught preschool, kindergarten, K/1, and 
1/2 grade classes. This year's class will focus on holidays, mitzvot, tefillah, and beginning 
Hebrew instruction. During the week, I am a reading interventionist in the Pittsfield Public 
Schools. I live in Pittsfield with my spouse Jeff, a former KIHS teacher, and am mom to Aaron 
and Micah, all of whom became Bar Mitzvot at Knesset Israel!

Elisa Cook Snowise
I am excited to begin another B’nai Mitzvah class and prepare our students to read from 
the Torah, chant Haftarah, and lead services for the congregation. I will also continue to 
support our Junior Congregation Torah readers. This will be my 12th year teaching at KI and 
10th year with the B’nai Mitzvah program. It is a special delight to work closely with and 
follow in the footsteps of my father, Jeffrey Cook, who created and has been involved with 
the KI B’nai Mitzvah program for decades. I balance my life with another part-time job, live 
in town with my husband Mark, and have three young adult children: a son living in Israel 
and two daughters in college.

Molly Soude
I am happy to return to KIHS to assist with Hebrew tutoring of our second through fifth 
graders and provide other administrative help. I work at County Ambulance and recently 
launched a baking business!

Judith Weiner
I have been teaching at Knesset Israel for more than 10 years.  This year I will be leading 
Junior Congregation.  I am most excited about creative ways to encourage students of all 
ages to engage with Tefilla and Jewish ideas of G-d and spirituality. I live with my family: 
David, Joseph, Ari, and Shira, and enjoy my  work at Berkshire Community College as part 
of the OLLI program.

continued on page 10

Eliisa Cook Snowise

Ellen Masters

Dana Siegel

Hebrew School
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Rabbi David Weiner
I will be teaching fourth, fifth, and sixth grades on Wednesday afternoons this year, often 
in partnership with Ellen Masters or Elisa Snowise. Topics include lifecycle, kashrut, and 
midrash, and the primary goals are understanding of and comfort with Jewish traditions 
and values. During the winter months, the younger students in this cohort will be learning 
to chant Torah. I live with my family: Judith, Joseph, Ari, and Shira, and enjoy hiking and 
cycling through the beauty of the Berkshires. 

Ellen Wietxler 
I am looking forward to teaching holidays and Torah to KI's second and third graders this 
year. We'll jump right into the High Holidays and mix in Torah stories, using games, read-
ings, and drama. I am new to KI, having recently moved from the Boston area. In addition 
to having taught Hebrew school, I also worked as the Israeli dance counselor at a day camp. 
When not teaching, I work as an environmental engineer and enjoy hiking, skiing, and ex-
ploring the Berkshires with my husband Steve.

Shira Rodriguez will also be leading Junior Congregation and co-teaching Jewish 
Studies to the 6th and 7th graders.

      Show  
       Us  
     Your  
  Sukkah!

Are you building a Sukkah this year?
Take a photo of your sukkah for pub-
lication in KOL K.I. Whether full size or 
a model, built by adults or children, 
send the image to Nan Bookless at  
chama2194@gmail.com.

To submit a photo ready for print, send 
the largest size you can. On iPhones it will 
ask before you hit send—choose “Actual.” 
Questions? email Nan.

A Celebration of Home & Shelter,  
Harvest & Food…

Families Together invites the Berkshire Jewish community to the sukkah at Knesset 
Israel to celebrate home and shelter, harvest and food, learning and friends. There 
will be food, music, learning, and most important, a chance to create special memo-
ries of a Jewish childhood. In keeping with the Sukkot tradition of welcoming guests, 
children are encouraged to invite a friend to join us.

Berkshire Community Sukkot Gathering 
 Monday, October 10  •  3:00-4:30 p.m. 

In the KI sukkah • All are welcome  •  This event is free to attend.
Supported by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

Faculty (continued from page 9)

Hebrew School

You shall rejoice on your festivals…and you will be  
completely joyous! —Deuteronomy

Shira Rodriguez
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Remember a loved one,  
honor a special occasion, 

a friend, or family member 
with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz  
at 413-841-0006.

October Birthdays yom huledet sameach
n Deborah Speyer .........................October 1

n Laura Frankenthaler .................October 3

n Diane Weinstein .........................October 5

n Thomas Sebestyen ....................October 5

n Karen Jacobs ...............................October 7

n Ben Heyman ................................October 7

n Myra Kressner ............................ October 9

n Darlene Weeks ............................October 9

n Mark Usow .................................. October 9

n Benjamin Dahari ..................... October 10

n David Pill .................................... October 11

n Adam Weinberg ...................... October 11

n Isaac Lipson .............................. October 12

n Sophie Usow ............................ October 13

n Amy Simons Abramovich .... October 14

n Yaacov Rone ............................. October 14

n Lewis Schiller ........................... October 15

n Sandra Snyder ......................... October 15

n Nina Shelomentseva ............. October 16

n Leslie Kozupsky  ...................... October 17

n Leonard Cohen ........................ October 20

n Steven Weitzler ....................... October 20

n Amy Herman ............................ October 22

n Lawrence Berke ....................... October 23

n Eric Karlin .................................. October 23

n Jesse Cook-Dubin ................... October 26

n Robert Sattin ............................ October 28

n Jilly Lederman ......................... October 29

n Rosie Snyder ............................. October 29

n Noah Cook-Dubin .................. October 30

n Ann Appelbaum ..................... October 31

n Amy Brentano .......................... October 31

yom nisuyim sameachOctober Anniversaries

n Edward Sporn and Dee Dee Acquisto ...................................................................... October 9

n Paul Rosenthal and Elaine Hantman ......................................................................... October 9

n Richard Woller and Nancy Stoll .................................................................................October 16

n Judy and David Gilberg ................................................................................................October 24

n Robert and Elisa Bildner ...............................................................................................October 31

KOL K.I.

continued from page 2

Correction: In Kol K.I.'s September 2022 
issue, in the Member Mitzvah story about 
Dr. Shira Epstein, Jane Geller Epstein's 
mother was incorrectly identified. Her 
name was Sylvia Geller (z"l).

n Congratulations to KI member Noah 
Cook-Dubin, who was honored as one of 
this year's 40 under Forty awardees. The 
awards were presented at a ceremony at 
Berkshire Community College on Sep-
tember 15. According to the BCC web-
site, "The 40 Under Forty awards are an 
annual celebration of talented Millenni-
als and Generation Z professionals in the 
Berkshires who have shown their sup-

n KI members Nan Bookless and Max-
ine Bookless are co-chairs of the Osher 
Lifelong Learning (aka OLLI at BCC) 12th 
Annual Art Exhibit. The exhibit will be 
presented at the Berkshire Museum in 
the Crane Room and will run through 
the month of October. KI members 
Pattie Lipman, Naomi Schwartz, Joel 
Curran, Ellen Levy-Lanciano, and Nan 
Bookless have work in the show.

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

port for the region through leadership, 
community service, and a deep dedica-
tion to improving the quality of life for 
those living and working in the commu-
nity.” Noah is the principal and cofounder 
(with Kika Oncken Cook Dubin) of Konoa 
Consulting, a “Strategic and Creative 

Marketing Consultancy” firm located in 
Pittsfield. You can read more about Noah 
and the award at bit.ly/3L45Xs3.

n A great big mazel tov to Amy 
Abramovich on the birth of her 
grandson, Zachary Lee Weilburg. His 
parents are Emily and Dave Weilburg 
and his great-grandmother is Marilyn 
Simons. Wishing them all the best, 
always!
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PASTORAL CARE

If you need emergency pastoral care for any reason,  
please contact Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS 

Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli  
Funeral Home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-442-1733.  

You can also email flynndagnoli@albany.twbc.com.

Emergency Contacts

K.I. Cares 
If you or another KI member you know is experiencing serious illness  

requiring support, please contact the Care Committee by emailing  
Diana at office@knessetisrael.com. We will be in touch with you.

In compliance with United Synagogue standards,  
it is requested that you refrain from conducting synagogue business  

via email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests to Diana by email  
at office@knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. Friday mornings.

Did you know that Knesset Israel has a Facebook page?  
If you are on Facebook please "friend" our page and comment on,  

like, and share our posts.

Get Published! 
Kol K.I. would love to publish an article by you.  

Send us a story or musing on a Jewish experience or subject.  
Articles by adults, teens, and children will be considered. 

A summary of the weekly parsha  
appears at the bottom of the weekly K.I. E-News. 

The Book of Life. KI's guide to everything, including burial and  
lifecycle policies, is on the KI website: knessetisrael.org.

Any changes in KI's health and safety protocols  
will be updated in the K.I. E-News.

KOL K.I.

In a world without forgiveness,  
evil begets evil, harm generates harm,  

and there is no way short of exhaustion or 
forgetfulness of breaking the sequence.

• 
 Forgiveness breaks the chain.  

It introduces into the logic of interpersonal 
encounter the unpredictability of grace. 

 It represents a decision not to do what instinct 
and passion urge us to do. It answers hate  

with a refusal to hate, animosity with 
generosity. Few more daring ideas have ever 

entered the human situation.

• 
 Forgiveness means that we are not  

destined endlessly to replay the grievances of 
yesterday. It is the ability to live with the past 

without being held captive by the past.

•

 It would not be an exaggeration to say  
that forgiveness is the most compelling 

testimony to human freedom. It is about the 
action that is not reaction. It is the refusal to 
be defined by circumstance. It represents our 

ability to change course, reframe the narrative 
of the past and create an unexpected set of 

possibilities for the future...  
•

In the face of tragedy, forgiveness is the 
counter-narrative of hope. It is not a moral 

luxury, an option for saints. At times it is the 
only path through the thickets of hate to the 

open spaces of coexistence.

—Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Thoughts On Forgiveness
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visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•

together.
Supportive calls to other members

KI Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•

From the President / Adult Education

Rabbi Pam Wax:  
Interim Director ofAdult Programming
Learn. Inspire. Grow. Together. 

I am pleased to announce that Rabbi Pam 
Wax will be serving as KI’s Interim Director 
of Adult Programming through Summer 
2023, including teaching several classes.    

Rabbi Wax is an experienced Jewish educa-
tor, spiritual leader, and pastoral counselor 
and a published author and poet.  5783 will 
be her fifth year teaching a well-received, 
yearlong course on Mussar—the spiritual 
practice of developing one’s character and 
virtues—as part of Adult Education at KI. 
Longtime members of the Berkshire Jew-
ish community may remember her as the 
rabbi at Congregation Beth Israel in the 
late 1990s, where she remains a member, 
teacher, and occasional sh’lichat tzibbur. 
She spent much of the ensuing 20 years 

as leader of the spiritual healing center at Westchester Jewish Community Services.

Rabbi Wax’s poems have received several awards. Many of her essays and poems have 
been published. Her book of poetry, Walking the Labyrinth (2022), is available for pur-
chase from Rabbi Wax, The Bookstore in Lenox (ask for Matt), The Williams Bookstore 
in Williamstown, and mainstreetragbookstore.com. Her new book, Starter Mothers, will 
be out in 2023. 

Rabbi Wax’s new role at KI includes planning and organizing adult education through-
out the year, teaching a number of classes, and—with help from congregant volun-
teers—putting on a summer of meaningful programming for adults in 2023.

Starting October 24, she will be teaching classes on Mondays. The first six sessions are 
on Approaching Psalms with Devotion, with subsequent topics to include Jewish Views 
of the Afterlife and the Angel of Death (four sessions), Biblical Women You May Never 
Have Heard Of, Rabbinic Stories of Healing and Forgiveness, Jewish Poetry, Ethical Wills, 
the Omer, and more. Please watch these pages and the K.I. E-News for details, including 
opportunities to participate in person and on line. Register at knessetisrael.org/rsvp.  

When you see Rabbi Wax, please thank her for filling this key role for our community 
and for all her teaching. I hope you will join me in supporting her work by attending the 
events she plans, participating in her classes, and volunteering to help with events next 
summer. We are fortunate that Rabbi Wax is member of our congregation 
and that she has made this commitment to support KI’s adult educa-
tion and programming in the coming year.

L’shana tova to all of you; best wishes for a joyous start to the new 
year; and may you be inscribed in the Book of Life. 

Jesse Cook-Dubin, President

Rabbi Pam Wax



14  n   KOL K.I.  •  OCTOBER 2022  •  TISHREI / CHESVAN 5783

Of Interest

As we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, we thank these KI members for their generosity and 
dedication to our sacred community and for having made an after-lifetime legacy com-
mitment, which is a sweet reminder of who they are and what is important to them: 

The Rosh Chodesh women’s discussion 
group will meet on Sunday, October 16 
at 1:00 p.m. in the KI Library. All women 
members of KI are welcome. Please let 
Jan Zimbler (janiszimbler@gmail.com) or 
Maxine Bookless (maxbookless@gmail.
com) know if you are planning to attend.  

The discussion topic will be included 
in the K.I. E-News prior to the meeting. 
Bring your friends…new members al-
ways welcome! 

Many sociologists have written about the fraying of the fabric of community, first asso-
ciated with the prevalence of TV sets, now the internet. But here in the Berkshires, de-
spite the role technology plays in our lives, we know the value of being part of a strong 
and vibrant Jewish community and the importance of ensuring that this community 
exists. Whether we participate weekly, monthly, or occasionally, knowing that the KI 
community is available to us when we need it is something we cannot take for granted. 

The value we and previous generations have placed on making sure KI exists has  
allowed it to flourish and provide comfort and support to so many individuals for so 
many years. At this time of the year, as you gather with family and friends, share tra-
ditions, and reflect on your values, please consider adding your name to this list by 
leaving a gift in your will or trust or by making KI a beneficiary of a portion of your retire-
ment account or life insurance policy. If you have already done so, please let us know.  
To join the KI Legacy Society, contact Arlene D. Schiff at arlenedschiff@icloud.com

Barbara and Murray Akresh, 

Anonymous 

Shelley and Robert W. Berend 

Maxine Bookless

Nan Bookless

Lara and Jonathan Denmark

Sheila Donath

Sarah and Lawrence Klein

Ellen Masters

Stuart Masters

Susan Miller

Arlene D. Schiff

Alexandra Warshaw

Can we add your name here? 

L’dor V’dor
Leave a legacy for future generations

October meeting plans

Thank you for helping us achieve suc-
cess this summer as we celebrated the 
36th season of the Berkshire Jewish 
Film Festival. We are grateful to our 
viewers and those individuals who 
made donations, as well as our adver-
tisers and underwriters. 

Once again we were able to make a sig-
nificant financial contribution to the KI 
Hebrew School. We will be hard at work 
this winter looking for great films and 
new ways of showing them. 

Please support our advertisers.You can 
find their ads and sign up for our news-
letter on our website: berkshirejewish 
filmfestival.org

We are most appreciative of our gen-
erous underwriters, without whom we 
could not run the BJFF:

n  Berkshire Bank Foundation

n  Harold Grinspoon Foundation

n  Jessie & Bernard Wolfson  
    Family Foundation
n  John Bergman Charitable Trust

n Marcia and Albert Schmier

n  MountainOne

n  Spitz-Tuchman Charitable Trust

n  Greylock Federal Credit Union

BJFF Report
Another successful year

When a person turns 
himself around, 

regrets his past and 
 does good, that is such  

a powerful act that  
his sins become merits.

—Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish

Forgiveness is the 
fragrance that the violet 
sheds on the heel that 

has crushed it.
  —Mark Twain
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Spotlight On

Hi Alex, and welcome to my column Spotlight On this month. It's great to have some 
young people who've come up through KI as my guests. First off the bat, you work 
for an organization called the Israel Policy Forum. Many of our readers are not that 
familiar with IPF and their work to create a two-state solution for Israel. Tell us about 
the organization and what your own career entails there.

AL: Thanks so much for having me on your column. Israel Policy Forum is an orga-
nization that seeks to mobilize support within the American Jewish community and 
among political leaders in the US for a two-state outcome to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Our support for two states stems from our commitment to Zionism and to Is-
rael’s security, as the creation of a viable, independent Palestinian state is the only way 
to ensure Israel’s future as Jewish, democratic, and secure—and we see the slide into 
a one-state reality as an existential threat to Israel’s character. IPF is a very respected 
voice in the policy community, and our policy analysis and research on the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, Israeli politics, and US-Israel relations are at the core of our work. We 
actually hosted an event at Hevreh on August 4.

As a member of the policy team, I regularly write articles on these topics for Israel Poli-
cy Exchange, our policy blog, and I’m currently co-authoring a study on how to reform 
UNRWA [United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East], the United Nations agency that provides services to Palestinian refugees. I also 
write scripts for our webinars, edit and proofread our content, help manage our Twitter 
account, and write our weekly news roundup for our email subscribers. I am the host 

of a weekly video segment called Israel Policy Pause, which debuted on July 27 on all 
of our social media platforms (@israelpolicy4m on Twitter, @ipfatid on Instagram, Israel 
Policy Forum on Facebook and Youtube), so please tune in. 

You've had an amazing experience working with the State Department for a stint at 
the American Embassy in Muscat, Oman. I have to say I have a keen interest in this 
part of the Arab world. There's that "exotic and mysterious foreign land" aspect to 
it. What did you do there and what are Muscat and Oman like? Were you able to get 
outside the Embassy and see the country, meet locals, etc?

AL: Oman is easily the most underrated and overlooked country in the region. It has 
ancient history, a vibrant culture, and tons of natural beauty and geographic diversity, 
and it also has a unique geopolitical role as a neutral player that seeks to maintain pro-
ductive dialogue with all of its neighbors. When people ask me what living in Muscat is 
like, I always tell them that it was the safest place I’ve ever lived—even compared to the 
Berkshires. I met many Omanis while I was there and I found them incredibly hospitable 

Alex Lederman
A young man for all seasons—submitted by Phil Coleman

and warm. One of the more interesting 
experiences I had there was going to an 
Omani prison with two of my colleagues 
from the Embassy to visit two incarcer-
ated US citizens. After our visit with the 
two prisoners, the prison guards came 
and brought us coffee and dates and 
welcomed us as guests—a strange expe-
rience to say the least, but one that cer-
tainly says something about Omani cul-
ture. If you’re looking for a destination 
that is a bit more off the beaten path 
and are a fan of hiking, camping, and 
the outdoors, I can’t recommend Oman 
highly enough. The thing I missed most 
while I was there was having a Jewish 
community.

Alex Lederman

Our support for two states stems from  
our commitment to Zionism and to Israel’s security,  

as the creation of a viable, independent  
Palestinian state is the only way to ensure Israel’s  

future as Jewish, democratic, and secure…

continured on page 16
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you had to deal with in your tenure?

AL: Hillel is the center of Jewish life on 
campus, and I completely agree that it is 
vital. While I was at Yale, I participated in 
numerous fellowships and activities per-
taining to Israel and Judaism, and they 
all fell under the Hillel umbrella. I person-
ally did not encounter anti-Semitism on 
campus or face any problems for being 
a Zionist, but from what I hear from my 
friends who attended other universities, 
this is far from the norm. I also hear that 
the situation at Yale has gotten worse 
since I left amid the rise of Students for 
Justice in Palestine and similar groups 
on campus. I find it incredibly frustrating 

that this is the case—that advocates for 
Palestinian rights so frequently peddle  
in anti-Semitism and create an unsafe  
environment for Jewish students, and 
that Israeli-Palestinian discourse be-
comes a zero-sum game. Being pro-Pal-
estinian shouldn’t mean being anti-Isra-
el, and vice-versa. Now more than ever, 
Jewish students need Hillel as a safe 
space to find Jewish community and 
engage in productive, respectful, and 
open-minded discourse on the conflict, 
and on anti-Semitism more broadly. 

KI was obviously instrumental in your 
upbringing here in the Berkshires. 
What are some of your memories, high-
lights, or perhaps some of your most 
meaningful teachers?

AL: Thank you for this question. KI is the 
first thing I mention when telling people 
about what I liked about growing up in 

the Berkshires. The Jewish education I 
had here was truly top-tier, and it is one 
of the primary reasons why I have such 
a strong Jewish identity today. I always 
loved Hebrew school and Junior Congre-
gation. I remember when I was in second 
grade how excited I was to go to Hebrew 
school an additional day every week to 
participate in a class with the older kids. 
I’m especially grateful to Myrna Ham-
merling, z”l, who ran the Hebrew school 
for many years when I was younger, and 
to Jeff Cook, my Bar Mitzvah tutor, who 
served as a mentor to me and spent 
countless hours helping me prepare to 
lead the full Friday and Saturday services 
on my Bar Mitzvah. 

Everybody has hobbies, interests, and 
things that other people might not 
know about them. Tell us a bit about 
this part of Alex, and maybe an idea or 
two of what you might like to do in the 
future.

AL: I love skiing, hiking, and spending 
time outdoors—all of which I really took 
for granted until I left the Berkshires. I 
also love traveling, learning languages 
and history, and learning about other 
cultures. Over the pandemic, I also start-
ed really enjoying cooking, particularly 
Israeli cuisine. I’m a big Jewish summer 
camp person—I spent every summer of 
my life at Camp Seneca Lake in upstate 
New York from age 4 to 19. 

Spotlight On

Tell us about your work with an orga-
nization called Men4Choice, in the con-
text of reproductive freedom. 

AL: What my fellowship with Men4Choice 
taught me was that we all have an import-
ant role to play in the fight for reproduc-
tive freedom, and that as pro-choice men, 
we have a responsibility to help other 
men to become active advocates of the 
movement rather than passive support-
ers—following the lead of women and 
those who are most affected by the right 
wing’s assault on bodily autonomy. The 
recent Supreme Court ruling was a dev-
astating setback for human rights in this 
country. But as the battle over abortion 

continues to play out in state legislatures 
across the country, there is still so much 
work to be done. What gives me hope 
is that a majority of Americans support 
reproductive freedom. As young people, 
we have no choice but to be optimistic 
and to believe that we have the power 
to effect change and make our country 
better, as the alternative is giving up, and 
that is not an option. 

Hillel was a big part of your life while 
at Yale. Our own daughter Sarah was 
a Hillel devotee, even an officer while 
she was at university. As a family, we 
continue to support Hillel, a very vital 
campus Jewish organization. It seems 
that Jewish college kids are still fight-
ing the battle against anti-Semitism on 
campus. Can you tell our readers what 
Hillel does, both for its members and in 
the academic setting, or perhaps what 

 I find it incredibly frustrating that…advocates for  
Palestinian rights so frequently peddle in anti-Semitism  
and create an unsafe environment for Jewish students, 

Being pro-Palestinian shouldn’t mean  
being anti-Israel, and vice-versa.

continued on page 16

Alex Lederman continued from page 15
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New Members

Knesset Israel 
Statement of Purpose

Welcome. 
We are here to nourish mind, 

heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire 
through word and deed.

 
We are here to  

accompany each other  
on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate  
in community. 

We are here to bring life  
to the wisdom and values of 

Torah.
 

We are here to transform  
our world.

Member Musing
From new member Howie Stier… 

It was during Tashlich along the Arroyo Seco, a 
modest river traversing North East Los Angeles, 
when the hillside above us erupted in flames. Con-
fronting this scene of climate change impact was 
unnerving, and an ot ha'shomayim, I thought, one 
guiding me to finally flee California, and which led 
to my arrival at the shul on Colt Road.   

I wouldn't return to the Upper West Side, where I grew up and went to yeshiva, and 
where each shabbos took in a pageant of New York City Jewish life now long gone, the 
crowds of European refugees, survivors shpatzirn along Riverside Park promenade, 
dressed so impeccably that that pet horse of Queen Esther's would've been upstaged. 
Rather I searched out an East Coast Zoom Town, one of the rural places fortunate 
urbanites able to work remotely began migrating to pandemic-time. A shul within 
walking distance from home was a main criterion; after a virtual tour sold me on a 
downtown Pittsfield loft I made the move, never having set foot anywhere between 
the Catskills and Boston before.   

A longtime journalist, I write fiction now. Currently crafting a pitch deck, which is en-
tertainment industry lingo for an ambitious marketing package—novel, screenplay, 
dramatic series treatment   —in better words, the gantseh megillah. I'm equally eager 
to tackle my first comprehensive reading of Tehillim this year.                

A heartfelt welcome to our new 
members:

Lisa and Bernard (Bern) Silverman: 
Traditional Membership 

Irving and Carol Smokler: 
Chaver Membership 

Howard Stier: Traditional Membership 

Howard and Phyllis Brenner:  
Chaver Membership 

New Members
Welcome all who come Go with empty hands  

to those you have hurt 
and make amends. 

• 

It is not too late. 

It is early and about to 
grow. 

•

Now is the time to do 
what you know you must 
and have feared to begin.

—Marge Piercy

My goals for the future include mas-
tering Hebrew and Arabic and being 
a policy expert on the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict and Israeli politics, which 
my job at Israel Policy Forum is posi-
tioning me well to achieve. As I said, 
I credit my years at KI for fostering 
within me a love for Judaism and the 
Jewish people. No matter where I am, 
I will always consider myself a mem-
ber of the KI community.

Alex Lederman
continued from page 16

Build your home  
in such a way that a 

stranger may feel happy 
in your midst! ”

-Theodor Herzl 
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Your Ad here!
Our advertising rates are the BEST you will find 

in the County. For an ad spec sheet contact  
Nan Bookless at chama2194@gmail.com 

•
These advertisers help bring KOL K.I. to you. 

We thank them. Please support their businesses.
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Yahrzeits • October 2022 • Tishrei/5783 

6 TISHREI - OCT. 1 

Sima Berezkina

7 TISHREI - OCT 2

Stephen Moskowitz
Minnie Haimson

8 TISHREI - OCT. 3

Cecille Radsken
Tanhele Kuskin
Rosie Levine

9 TISHREI - OCT. 4

Marvin Weiss
Israel Bloom
Lena Schreck
Shimon Davidoff
Rose Spiegel
Max Levine
Anne Lipton
Charles Rose

10 TISHREI - OCT. 5

Milton Freadman
Benjamin Shusterman
Jack Linker
Sarah Linker
Esther Cutler
Solomon Fox
Ron Mandler
Nathan Budnick
Bonnie Prives
Max Nissenbaum
Joseph Schecter
Carl Linker
Rosalie Ginsberg
Ruth Scherr
Celia Linker

11 TISHREI - OCT. 6

Norma Spungen
Rose Ginsberg
Ben Herman
Murray H. Ike
Jacob Sandler

12 TISHREI - OCT. 7

Asher Prives
Doris Kriger
Anna S.  
   Greenwald Green

13 TISHREI - OCT. 8

Vivian Merrin
Rahile Kuskin
Anna Lipschitz
Frieda Gorfinkle  
   Effenbach
Richard Lipton
Jean Fink
Julia Levine Goldstein
Martin Harris
Ruth Slaminsky

14 TISHREI - OCT. 9

Bertha Aranove
Max Novick
Helen W. Samel
Kenneth Spungen
Harriet Adelson
Albert A. Alper
Louis Jaffe

15 TISHREI - OCT. 10

Lisa Marcus
Rosanne Rothenberg
Harry Zalutsky
Irving Bookstaber
Zelda Cutler
David Green
Miguel Rosner

16 TISHREI - OCT. 11

Harold Salzmann
Dr. Solomon Greenfeld
Ruth Lus
Karpel Halperin

17 TISHREI - OCT. 12

Sylvia Linker
Stanley Morganstein
Isaac Shainblum
Michele Novick
Ruth Rosenberg
Samuel Barrocas
Hinda Cotton Fishelson

18 TISHREI - OCT. 13 
Estelle Skole
Harold Tracy Spinrad
Vera Stoskin Gangel
Harry Lipschultz

19 TISHREI - OCT. 14

Robert Cohn
Theresa Feldman
Nancy Kaufman
Esther Malka Katz
Joseph Raser
Irving Keslowicz
Arnold Rose
Ada Black

20 TISHREI - OCT. 15

Elliott Weisberger
Minnie Brodsky
Celia Fishman
Sylvia Stein

21 TISHREI - OCT. 16

Lillian Freedman Pincus
Rose Weissman
John Tinder

22 TISHREI - OCT. 17

Jack Fleet
Lillian Goetz
Philip Kanter
Michael Hartley

23 TISHREI - OCT. 18

Isaak Kutik
Rose Bitensky
Tillie Kaplan
Daniel Jacobs
Bernard Lotto
Marylin H. Berenson

24 TISHREI - OCT. 19

Sally Ruth Miller
Lester Johnson

25 TISHREI - OCT. 20

Elsie C. Reder Fuchs
Hattie Fein Savitt

26 TISHREI - OCT. 21

Rebecca Solomon
Julius Lubin
Mildred Gold Pollack
Joseph Reder
Blanche Fingeroth

27 TISHREI - OCT. 22

Richard Sukel
Louis Adelson
Louis Brand
Hyman Cohen
Sylvia Goodman

28 TISHREI - OCT. 23

Irving Berkowitz
Esther Rose Zemmel

29 TISHREI - OCT. 24

Joseph George Kronick
Eleanor Carman
Seymour C. Kolman

30 TISHREI - OCT. 25

Max Bookless
David Rubenstein
Abraham D. Simkin
Basya Kutik
Belle Rothenberg

1 CHESHVAN - OCT. 26

Hilda Cohen
Irving Reife
Anna Gitelman

2 CHESHVAN - OCT. 27

Louis Jacobs
Dr. Douglas  
   Andrew Levy
Etta Kornbluth
Newton Brenner

3 CHESHVAN - OCT. 28

William Simons
Frieda Tobias
Elizabeth Weitzen

4 CHESHVAN - OCT. 29

Fannie Goodman Pas-
kowitz
Dora Borke
Sally Levinson Sharp
Abraham Tauber
Ida Levina

5 CHESHVAN - OCT. 30

Stephen Masters
Ida Minnie Tanenbaum 
Goldstein
Louis Bell
Jacob Perlman
Dorothy Leah Metropole
Dr. Robert Gladstone
Aida Marvin

6 CHESHVAN - OCT. 31

Chasa Carr
Sarah M. Weltman
Mary Carr

The Hebrew word for ‘pebble’ is 
tz’ror —this Hebrew word also  

means ‘bond.’ When we pray the  
memorial El Maleh Rahamim 

prayer we ask that the deceased 
be ‘bound up in the bond of life’— 

tz’ror haHayyim.  
—Rabbi Simkha Weintraub,  

the New York Jewish Healing Center 
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of  
Dr. George Grossman 
Lucille Grossman

 Joan Grossman 

AFGHAN / REFUGEE  
RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT 

Susan Gordon     

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Nathan Bookless

Maxine Bookless 
   and Nan Bookless 

LILYAN & JASON BORKE 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Jason Borke
Lilyan Borke
Stanley Borke

Caryn Borke Resnick 

BOBBY BRAUN  
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

In honor of  Ira Leiberman on 
his 80th birthday

Well wishes on  
Chanukat Habayit for Rabbi 
Jan Kaufman

Nan and Allan Lipton 

CEMETERY FUND 

In appreciation of  Dave Pill
Katharine Allentuck 

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Sergey and  
   Natalya Yantovsky 

Phoebe Sugarman 

Shiffra Perlmutter 

Barbara and Gerry Hayden 

Nan and Allan Lipton 

Jan and Harvey Zimbler 

In memory of  
Francis "Fay" Simkin

Peter Simkin     

In memory of  
Hedy Weinstein Kamm
Henry Kamm

Renee Kamm Goff    

In memory of Philip Turetsky
Gary and Bernice Turetsky 

In memory of  
Winifred Beverly Bell

Nan and Allan Lipton 

In memory of Martin Moss
Judy Moss

CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 

In memory of  
David Goldenberg
Samuel J. Pill
Samuel Pill

David Pill    

CHESED FUND 

In memory of Daniel Goldlust
Sheila Goldlust     

In memory of Minnie Cohen
Jerry and Anita Cohen     

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Reeva Curran
Phyllis and Joel Curran     

MADELINE GALANTER 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman
In honor of Phyllis and Joel 
Curran on the occasion of 
their 65th anniversary

Mazel tov to Florence 
and Steve Winter as they 
celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

     Beth and Joel Radsken 

GENERAL  
DONATION FUND 

Aaron and Barbara   
    Rosenzweig 

Jackie Anapolle 

William and Linda Grabel 

In honor of Ellen and Stu 
Masters' 55th Anniversary

Phyllis and Ira Lieberman 

In honor of Ellen Masters, 
"a force of nature!"

Nancy & Peter Finn 

Mazel Tov to Florence 
and Steve Winter as they 
celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

Jane and David Gertler 

In honor of Florence and 
Steve Winter as they 
celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

Susan Lipton and  
   Buddy Lewis 

Mazel Tov to Ira Leiberman 
on his 80th birthday

Howard and Phyllis Brenner 

In memory of Isadore Staskin
Susan Staskin 

In memory of Joseph Stern
Barbara and Murray Akresh 

In honor of Rabbi Jan 
Kaufman and her amazing 
and generous hospitality 
during my vacation in the 
beautiful Berkshires

Sally Grobani 

In memory of Rachel Albert
David and Kyneret Albert 

In memory of Samuel Akresh
Barbara and Murray Akresh 

In memory of Sylvia Gelfand
Judy and Jeffrey Gelfand 

GENERAL DONATION 
(CONTINUED) 

Thank you for KI's spiritual 
hospitality

Aaron and  
   Barbara Rosenzweig 

Thank you for welcoming me 
with an aliyah

Gail Wahle 

In appreciation of the honor 
of being called to Torah 
during our vacation

Adele and Len Lewis 

In appreciation of the warm 
and friendly welcome I 
received from everyone I met 
at KI recently

Sally Grobani 

In memory of  
Vera Stoskin Gangel

Barbara Gershen 

In memory of Winifred Bell
Abby Mayou 

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

Mazel Tov to  
Amy Abramovitch on the 
birth of her grandson 
Zachary Lee Weilburg

Brenda and Fred Landes 

JEWISH SENIOR LUNCH 
PROGRAM 

In memory of Winifred Bell
Leslie Fishbein  
     and Thomas Sebestyen     

Minimum donation  
to funds is $5.  

Endowment fund  
minimum is $10.  

We welcome contributions  
in any amount.  

Contributions of less than  
$5 are not publicized. 
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KIDDUSH FUND 

Linda and Phil Halpern 

Jody Shassol 

Rabbi Ralph  
   and Brenda Kingsley

In appreciation of Chris 
Goetze, Laurie Daniels, and 
Mary Obert and all they 
did to make the summer 
kiddush luncheons special

Joan Grossman     

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Robert and Gayle Raser 

Laura and Andy Mick 

Diane Weinstein 

Peter Arms 

Susan Staskin 

Heidi, Richard,  
   and Robert Ferren 

Rabbi Yaacov  
   and Nina Rone 

Ellie and Mike Geller 

Bobbi and Mike Cohn 

Leslie Fishbein  
   and Thomas Sebestyen 

Jill Wollins 

Alexandra Warshaw 

Barbara and Gerald Hayden 

Rabbi Jan Kaufman  

Allen and Ellen Rosenblatt 

Diana Geller  
   and Andy Geller 

Beth and Bernie Abramson 

Alice and Len Schiller 

Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

Brenda and Fred Landes 

Laura Rosenthal 

Ev Bastow 

Amy Abramovich 

Marcia and Charles Mandel 

Arlene and Gary Schiff

Lawrence and Sarah Klein

Lois Kroplick  
   and Bruce Levitt 

KIDDUSH FUND 
(CONTINUED) 

In honor of Ira Leiberman on 
his 80th birthday

Naomi Schwartz 

In memory of  
Marcia Lieberman

Ellie and Mike Geller 

In honor of Phyllis and Joel 
Curran on the occasion of 
their 65th anniversary

Marcia and Charles Mandel 

In appreciation of Sharon 
Siegel's hospitality and 
kindness

Nicole Silvers 

In memory of Winifred Bell
Diane Weinstein 

Alice and Len Schiller 

Diana Geller  
     and Andy Geller 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

In memory of  
Benjamin Drate

Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt     

In memory of  
Bette Sue Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal 

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Phyllis and Joel Curran

Murray and Barbara Akresh 

In honor of Rabbi Jan 
Kaufman's new home

For the complete recovery of 
Rebecca Wolk

Fran and Joel Wolk 

In memory of Harry Levine
Alan Levine 

In memory of  
Hyman Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND (CONTINUED) 

In appreciation of Judith 
and Rabbi Weiner's kindness 
and acceptance of new 
congregants

Nicole Silvers 

In honor of Kathy Fraker
Nan and Allan Lipton 

In memory of Mila Gersh
Miriam Maduro and Family 

In honor of the birth of Amy 
Abramovich's new grandson, 
Zachary

Diane Weinstein  
     and Michael Glasser 

In memory of  
Sharlette Weitzler

In honor of the naming of 
our granddaughter, Scarlett 
Ann

Steven and Ellen Weitzler 

In memory of Winifred Bell
Cindy Bell-Deane 

RABBI SANFORD D. AND 
CHARLOTTE SHANBLATT 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Rabbi Sanford 
D. Shanblatt

     Charlotte Shanblatt 

SHIREI SHABBAT MUSIC 
EQUIPMENT FUND 

Barry Carman

Jesse and  
   Rebecca Cook-Dubin

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Laura and Andy Mick 

Harvey and  
   Susan Frisch Lehrer     

In memory of  
Shirley London Stahl

Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

WILLIAM AND MARILYN 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Florence Frankel
Phil M. Frankel

Marilyn Simons    

SOUTH COMMUNITY 
FOOD PANTRY 

In honor of Phyllis and Joel 
Curran on the occasion of 
their 65th anniversary

Nancy Lamoureaux     

Mazel Tov to Phyllis and 
Joel Curran on their 65th 
anniversary
In memory of  
Winifred Bell
Eileen Goldman

Joanna and Ellis Fribush

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA 
STEIN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Arthur Stein
Irving Siegel
Sylvia Stein

Sharon, Joel, and Eric Karlin 

STREAMING OF SHABBAT 
SERVICES 

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Harvey and  
   Susan Frisch Lehrer 

SUMMER HOSPITALITY 
CHALLENGE 

In memory of  
Eileen Goldman

Nan Bookless 
    

Thank you for 
your generosity.



Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Permit  # 70 

learn. inspire. grow. together. 

16 Colt Road l Pittsfield, MA 01201 

knessetisrael.org

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

"On Simchat Torah …we are celebrating the Torah. We dance…and all 
our feet are here on the same earth—none higher and none lower.  
So now we can all dance as one, with one heart, as a single being. 

Now there is only joy." —Likkutei Sichot
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On Yom Kippur, we read the Book of Jonah. "We, Jonah-like,  
enter the synagogue as he entered the fish, and as we stand  

in the dark, unseeing, we call out to our Creator."  
myjewishlearning.com

The key to understanding the themes of Rosh Hashanah is the date.  
The Day of Judgment…was not chosen arbitrarily…not because it is the 

first day of the year, but because it is the anniversary  
of the creation of Adam and Eve.—Dr. Warren Goldstein
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Sukkot is a joyful weeklong holiday often referred to as Zeman 
simchateynu, the “season of all our joy." —myjewishlearning.com 

”You shall rejoice on your festivals…and you will be completely joyous!" 
—Deuteronomy 16:14


