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Above: The Jewish

Listen, Support,
Comfort

Reflections on my mission to Israel
— by Rabbi David Weiner

In mid-December, | traveled on a three-day Rab-
binical Assembly mission to Israel with about
twenty North American colleagues. The goal of the
trip was to support Israeli Masorti (Conservative)
rabbis and their communities by showing up from
overseas, listening to their stories, and offering
our compassionate presence. Though the trip was
physically and emotionally exhausting, | am glad
| was there, personally and to represent Knesset

National Fund Israel, the Jewish community of the Berkshires, and
headquarters Conservative rabbis from North America.
in Jerusalem is
illuminated each | am grateful that Knesset Israel supported and
night with photos of sent me on this mission. Concretely, when | asked
the hostages. Jesse if it would be feasible for me to go, his only
Right: Rabbi Weiner question was whether he could join me on the trip.
and Rabbi Andrew Then, when | gave you five days to fill a duffel bag
Pepperstone, of with high quality socks for soldiers, you filled three.
Wichita, Kansas, And throughout the trip, | felt the congregation’s
visit with their good wishes and worries giving me strength and
teacher, Rabbi Ed propelling me forward.
Romm of Jerusalem.

continued on page 2
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From the Rabbi
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Above left: The sprawling headquarters of “Brothers in Arms,” an all-volunteer nonprofit group that collects and distributes supplies to soldiers and displaced residents of Israel,
is located in a parking garage under the Tel Aviv Convention Center. Above right: A small home in K'far Aza that was destroyed by Hamas terrorists on October 7.
Below: At ‘Hostages Square’in Tel Aviv, the group joins in a nightly prayer circle for the families of those taken captive that is organized by our Israeli colleagues.

continued from page 1

You showed great generosity and trust
by sending me to care for my colleagues,
bear witness, and facilitate healing.

Though the primary purpose of the trip
was to listen and support, rather than
watch and learn, | could nevertheless
write a book about the two days | spent
in Israel — about what has happened, all
that has changed, what it might mean,
and what it feels like. The journey was
an experience of spiritual whiplash —
unfathomable stories of violence, loss,
and trauma alternated with inspiring ac-
counts of taking care of others in a time
of need. | was repeatedly overwhelmed
by the suffering, then amazed by speak-
ers' reservoirs of strength.

The nature of the attacks on October 7
and their aftermath brought about a cri-
sis of trust for Israelis. Betrayed by their
neighbors, abandoned by the army, or-
ganizing for mutual support despite gov-

ernment intransigence, in some ways iso-
lated on the world stage, many no longer
believe that anyone can be trusted.

The undertone was heartbreaking: Are
you really my colleague, my ally, my
friend? Do you actually care? Can | trust

you to hold the story of what has hap-
pened to me, to us? Do you have my
back, or will you also betray me? The
visit was like an extended shiva call,
where just dropping in with a warm hug
brought a bit of healing and hope.
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From the Rabbi

The Rabbinical Assembly mission visits Neve Hannah, a residential school in Kiryat Gat for children from troubled homes
in the south of Israel. Also pictured here are several young people who work as counselors in the program.

Together with a dozen Israeli colleagues,
the group visited Kfar Aza, one of the
kibbutzim in the Gaza Envelope de-
stroyed by Hamas terrorists on October
7.Walking on the lanes of the town, able
to see the fences dividing Israel from
Gaza — both the one that was knocked
down during the attack and the new
one that has been built — and plumes
of smoke over Gaza City, we learned how
Hamas invaders not only murdered and
kidnapped and raped and terrorized, but
how they did so with precise planning,
intending to trigger every aspect of in-
herited Jewish trauma. The morning was
devastating, more intense for me than
visiting sites of Nazi atrocities in Europe
or racial violence in the American South.
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The afternoon brought two stories of
hope, volunteerism, and resilience.
Neve Hanna, a youth village in Kiryat
Gat, provides a refuge for children with
difficult home lives. There we spoke
with the rabbi and several counselors,
eighteen- and nineteen-year-old Is-
raelis who had opted to serve as role
models during a year of service after
high school. We learned how the work
had changed during the war and how
the center had gone above and beyond
to serve its children and their families.
Then we visited an enormous Refresh-
ment Center near Be'er Sheva built from
scratch and staffed by volunteers for
troops on break from the war.

continued on page 4
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An art installation
at Hostages Square
reads ‘Come home,
mommy.’ The space
is set aside for
mutual support

and political
activism to return
the hostages.

From the Rabbi

continued from page 3

There were outdoor kitchens, dining areas, and several tent
dormitories lovingly filled with bunk beds, home mattresses,
and donated linens - all a palpable expression of hesed, of car-
ing and love for soldiers tasked with risking their lives to make
southern Israel a place that is once again safe to live in.

Later, at a synagogue that has been repurposed as a school —
because its bomb shelter is large enough to accommodate a
large number of children — we heard harrowing testimony
from a member who coordinates the city department of men-
tal health and a rabbi who has officiated at several funerals for
those murdered on October 7. Other congregants wanted to
speak with North American rabbis about the pressures they
face, their loved ones in the IDF, and their worries and fears for
the future. It was complicated to listen — so much raw pain and
grief, anger so close to the surface, and yet so much courage
and perseverance.

Throughout the day, | was sitting on the bus with an Israeli col-
league, Rabbi Gustavo from our sister synagogue in Ra'anana.
When | made it clear that | had come to Israel to listen to him, he
shared stories of supporting the family of a hostage who grew
up in his town; how he cares for his congregation and its eighty
soldiers on active duty; the ways he has come to serve several
nonprofit and volunteer relief groups; how his synagogue coor-
dinates youth outreach for 700 internally displaced people living
in a hotel temporarily; what it was like to travel on behalf of the
Israeli government to speak on its behalf in Europe; and what he
believes American Jews and their rabbis should be doing. | was
too exhausted for jetlag that night. | fell into bed in Jerusalem
and slept soundly until my alarm rang, six hours later.

continued on page 15

Hamantashen Mania
Thousands of cookies made & gifted

— by Cindy Helitzer and Susan Gordon

This past January and February, our baking volunteers were
very busy prepping and baking thousands of delicious
apricot and raspberry hamantashen for our annual Knesset
Israel hamantashen fundraiser.

These traditional Purim cookies are purchased, gifted,
and enjoyed by many people both in our K.I. congre-
gation, the larger Jewish community, and beyond. The
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires uses our haman-
tashen for “Joe's Project” in which volunteers deliver
hamantashen to homebound seniors. Hamantashen
are also provided for the Purim band concert and Me-
gilla reading events, for Shabbat Kiddush, and included
in senior meals delivered throughout the county. In ad-
dition they are gifted to our Hebrew School students
and staff.

While the ordering deadline has passed, and once all orders
are filled, any extra hamantashen will be available for pur-
chase. Watch for details on how to order. Cost: $16 per doz-
en. We will publish a final tally for this project—including
all the volunteers, the final numbers, etc. in a future issue of
Kol K.I. Thank you to all who assisted with this winter fund-
raiser project which supports Knesset Israel, its programs,
classes, and services.

Volunteers assemble and bake hamantashen for K.1.s annual fundraiser.
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The Soundtrack of Purim
A little bawdy, a little funny, a little serious ...

The K.I. Band is pleased to announce
our 15th annual Purim concert! On Sat-
urday, March 16, please join us in the
social hall at 8:30 p.m. for Purim 2024:
K.I. Unplugged.

Always creative and striving to bring
you new themes, the band will explore
its favorite MTV Unplugged songs rep-
resenting the wide variety of artists who
performed on the popular concert series
between 1989 and 2014. Groundbreak-
ing artists such as 10,000 Maniacs, Bruce
Springsteen, Indigo Girls, Allman Broth-
ers Band, Eric Clapton, Paul Simon, Jay-Z,
and many others will be represented,
while our “house band” will feature a ro-
tating cast of special guests. We recreate
and perform the original songs, but with
parody lyrics that tell the Purim story.
A little bawdy, a little funny, and a little
serious, our tribute both to great music

and the holiday of Purim is always a huge
hitat K.l

Don't let the title and theme fool you...
while the instrumentation will be more
"acoustic” than previous years, there will
still be plenty of opportunities to dance
and celebrate. This year is especially mo-
mentous, as we will be joined by guest
musicians from both Temple Anshe
Amunim and Hevreh.

The evening will be a total blast, so
please RSVP as soon as possible! Tickets
are $15 ($5 for ages 13-20, and kids 12
and under are free) and can be reserved
online at knessetisrael.org/event/purim-
concert-2024.html or by contacting Diana
(office@knessetisrael.org, 413-445-4872).
Snacks and drinks will be available and
are included with your ticket purchase.

We can't wait to see you on March 16!

Above: Members of the K.I. Band pose in their tie-dyed
costumes last year. For more photos of the band
and other Purim treats, turn to page 16.

» | L
Knesset Israel
Statement of Purpose

Welcome.

We are here to nourish mind,
heart, and soul.

We are here to inspire through
word and deed.

We are here to accompany
each other on life’s journey.

We are here to celebrate
in community.

We are here to bring life
to the wisdom and values of Torah.

We are here to transform
our world.

1 [
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Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

m It's an honor to report that Knes-
set Israel members, and co-founders
of Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC),
Elisa Spungen Bildner and Robert
“Rob” Bildner, have been awarded the
distinguished Hedley S. Dimock Award
by the American Camp Association
(ACA). The Hedley S. Dimock Award
holds a legacy of honoring trailblazers
and their impact on camping

The couple were recognized for their ex-
traordinary leadership, generous philan-
thropy, and significant impact on the
field through the establishment of FJC,
which now supports over 300 nonprofit
day and overnight camps serving over
180,000 campers and young adults each
summer. The award ceremony took place
February 6 at ACA’'s National Conference
in New Orleans, Louisiana.

In 1988, Elisa and Rob established the
Foundation for Jewish Camp with a mis-
sion to unify and galvanize the field and
transform Jewish summer experiences.
The couple have been recognized with

EDWIN J. HELITZER

| Doctors Park
195 South Street
Pittsfield, Mass.

by appointment < 413/447/7622

Robert “Rob” Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner

several awards over the years for their
longtime advocacy for Jewish camp.

Elisa and Rob are also authors of “The
Berkshires Farm Table Cookbook: 125
Homegrown Recipes from the Hills of
New England,” a heartfelt tribute to local
farmers and farm-to-table chefs.

D.M.D.

m Yom Huledet Sameach to Beth
Radskin on her recent special birth-
day. We hope it was not only a hap-
py day, but will be a happy year too!

m Steve Miller was featured in the
February Berkshire Eagle article
“Miller Supply has been selling
paint, art supplies and framing art
for 75 years. What's next?”The piece,
by Jane Kaufman, takes us on a jour-
ney through the lives of Steve's par-
ents George and Sally Ruth Miller
(z"l) and the history of Miller Supply.
The paint, and then art supply store
is an iconic part of Pittsfield’s histo-
ry — including Mr. Miller’s prescient
agreement to preserve the original
Colonial Theater. Steve's life — his
education, his marriage to Amy
(Ortenberg) Miller (z"l) and his
rise through the ranks of the busi-
ness are also documented. What's
next? — Steve still seems to be con-
templating. Find the full article at
berkshireeagle.com/business.

Jewelry

WEARABLE HISTORY
FROM |SRAEL

Beautiful, AHordable
Roman Glass Jewelrg

ﬂ OPEN EVERY DAY The Mews at 36 Main Street / Stockbridge, MA

413-298/-4436 - adjacent to the Red Lion Inn courtyard

SEE YOUR
AD IN
KOL K.I.

Our advertising rates are the BEST you will find in
Berkshire County. For a spec sheet contact Diana Macfarlane
at office@knessetisrael.org. These advertisers help bring
Kol K.I. to you. Please support their businesses.
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Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

Hannah Schiff

m Mazel tov to Hannah Schiff, daughter
of Arlene and Gary Schiff, who recent-
ly joined the staff of Congregation Beth
Israel in Houston, Texas, as the Director of
Marketing and Communications. As the
oldest Jewish congregation in Texas, Beth
Israel is an active and vibrant Reform con-
gregation with 1,600 member households
and a rich history and legacy.

Rose May

m Congratulations to Rose May, who was re-
cently inducted into the Alpha Honor Medlical
Society at UMass Chan Medical School, where
she is currently a fourth year medical student.
The honor recognizes high academic achieve-
ment, the ideals of humanism and service to
others, and dedication to their profession and
the art of healing. Rose is the daughter of K.I.
members Kara Thornton and Jeff May (z"]).

_
Sharing joy
is one way to
build the bonds of
community. If you
hear or know of any
nachas, just email
the“Mitzvah Maven”
at chama21%4@
gmail.com.
Anything retroactive
is welcome —
photos too.

-

A

=

m K.I's Rabbi David Weiner went on Rabbinical Assembly mission
to Israel in mid-December. He has been processing and relating his
reflections at services, and has written a moving and thought-pro-
voking essay about his experience in this month’s Kol K.
We thank Rabbi Weiner for representing us and sharing the diffi-
cult realities this war is having on our Israeli family.

m Rabbi Pamela Wax traveled to Israel in late January on a
Solidarity Mission with Central Conference of American Rabbis
(CCAR), the Reform rabbinical group. She has been posting al-
most daily entries—with powerful images—to her blog. Entries
include her meetings; travels; interactions with friends, survivors,
and Israeli officials and citizens; emotional experiences; art; inevi-
table questionimg; working at a kibbutz, and the entire gamut of
what a mission to Israel entails today. We hope to hear more from
Rabbi Pam when she returns.

learn.

Lifelong learning at K.I.
Hebrew School for our children

Stimulating classes
and programs for adults

inspire.

Connect with each generation
Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam.. .repair the world

grow.

Start where you are
Cultivate new insights
Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

together.

Accompany through lifecycle
K.I. Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan

visit
knessetisrael.org
for opportunities
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K.L Services, Classes & Events
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Shabbat Candle Lghling

Families Together is K.I's community
initiative for adults and their children.

MARCH

) Program events are a mix of social,
Friday, March 1 5:25 p.m. . .

) . Dreray MBS educational, and experiential,
Friday, March 8 >34 p.m. and are free and open to members
Friday, March 15 6:42 p.m. Families Together P .

Fridav. March 22 650 o.m and non-members alike!
cay. = pm. Families Together is made possible through the generous
Friday, March 29 6:58 p.m. . .
support of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.
n TOT SHABBAT
W (/J()fu}m Saturday, March 2
10-10:45 a.m. in the K.I. chapel (downstairs)
= SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN Knesset Israel is thrilled to invite everyone to a Tot Shabbat led
. by Mike Duffy — dedicated song leader and Jewish educator.
IN PERSON 8:45a.m. This monthly event promises a fun way to welcome Shabbat for
= TUESDAY EVENING DAVENING children in grades K-1 and younger, their parents, grandparents,
ON ZOOM 7:00 p.m. or guardians. All are welcome — members and non-members
alike. We look forward to celebrating Shabbat with you. Save
= THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING the date: Tot Shabbats are also scheduled for April 6 and May 4.
ON ZOOM 7:00 p.m.
= FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT ‘
IN PERSON AND LIVESTREAM 5:45 p.m.

« March 29 — Musical Minyan
= SATURDAY SHABBAT SERVICE

IN PERSON AND LIVESTREAM 9:30 b Commun'lty
i B Havdalah

LIVESTREAM: knessetisrael.org/livestream

ZOOM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/934910554
MEETING ID: 934 910 554

T . Featurlng the
................................................................. s Cantelma Chamber Cholr

,éf/;u;ua[ éefu}m ‘SATURDAY MARCH 9|7 15 P. M

Anshe Amumm, 26 Broad St Plttsﬁeld
» FAMILIES TOGETHER HAVDALAH

3 Jom our Berkshlre Rabb1s and commumty members

Saturday, M'arch 2 . from a;;ross the county for.an 1n$p1ra,t10nal evemng of '
6:45-8 p.m. in the K.I. Sanctuary ¥ hght and song :

Join our K.I. parents and children for a heartwarming evening WAL, v $ L
as we mark the end of Shabbat and welcome the new week. Césponsored by the: JerSh Federatlon :
The celebration includes a musical Havdalah, hot chocolate, u and Berkshire Congregatlons and Organizations ;
and a special Havdalah craft. There will be Havdalah stories . Free Havdalah candle and splce k1ts while supphes last
and activities for kids and adults. It will be an evening of

warmth and togetherness. For more information and e Funded in part by.the’ Harold Grmspoon Foundatlon
to register, go to knessetisrael.org/RSVP. T oy

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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= GAMES SHABBAT

Saturday, March 2
In the K.I. Social Hall

After Shabbat services there will be a
Kiddush lunch followed by intergen-
erational, Shabbat-friendly board and
tabletop games. We hope you will stay
and play.

= COMMUNITY
HAVDALAH & CONCERT

Saturday, March 9
7:15 p.m. at Temple Anshe Amunim,
26 Broad St., Pittsfield

Join Berkshire Rabbis and the Cantelina
Chamber Choir for an inspirational
evening of light and song. Cosponsored
by K.I., the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires and fellow Jewish organiza-
tions. See poster on page 8.

= PURIM CONCERT

Saturday, March 16
8:30 p.m. in the K.I. Social Hall

The K.I. Band presents the 15th Annual
Purim concert! This year’s theme is Purim
2024: K.I. Unplugged — an acoustic night
through the lens of the creative, fun, and
sometimes naughty K.I. band members.
See page 5 for more information.

m ANTISEMITISM IN SCHOOLS
AND ACADEMIA

Sunday, March 17
12:45 p.m. at Hevreh of Southern Berk-
shire, 270 State Road, Great Barrington

A conversation with Rabbi Ron Fish, ADL
Northeast Division Director of Antisemi-
tism Advocacy and Education, to discuss
the climate in schools and on campuses
and how to respond. This program is for
students, parents, and families in middle
school through college. Vegetarian
pizza lunch provided. Sponsored by

the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.
Register: tinyurl.com/ADLschools.

K.L Services, Classes & Events
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= THE STATE OF JEWISH HATE 2024

Sunday, March 17
4 p.m. at Knesset Israel

Rabbi Ron Fish, ADL Northeast Division
Director of Antisemitism Advocacy and
Education, will share what the ADL is
seeing in terms of antisemitism locally,
regionally, and nationally and how you
can respond. Presentation followed by
Q&A. Register: tinyurl.com/StateOfHate.

= PURIM DINNER
& MEGILLAH READING

Saturday, March 23
6:30 p.m. in the K.I. Social Hall
& Sanctuary

Free! Join us for a no-cost, family-friendly
Purim dinner followed by a full Megillah
reading. Hear the story of Purim and be
ready with groggers to “boo”Haman. Cos-
tumes are encouraged! Purim begins the
evening of Saturday, March 23, and ends
the evening of Sunday, March 24. Reserve
your space at knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

= WISE AGING
with Rabbi Pamela Wax

Mondays, March 4, 11 and 25;

April 1 and 15; May 6 and 20; June 3
12:30-2 p.m., either hybrid (at K.I.
and on Zoom) or via Zoom, to be
determined depending on students’
locations

As we age, we may wish to re-assess our
core values and priorities and honor the
transitions we are experiencing physical-
ly, emotionally, and spiritually. Through
study, discussion, and experiential exer-
cises, we'll explore our life’s purpose and
passions, discern next steps for work and
personal life, and identify possibilities
this stage of life offers. Our primary text,
“Wise Aging: Living with Joy, Resilience,
and Spirit” by Rabbi Rachel Cowan and

Dr. Linda Thal, provides a roadmap for
the journey, along with supplemental
materials by Rabbi Wax. Cost: $250 for
members of K., $300 for non-members.
For more information, contact Pam at
pwax@bcn.net. If there is interest, this
course will continue beyond the initial
eight weeks.

= ANOTHER ANGLE:
PURIM AND PASSOVER
with Rabbi Becca Walker

Wednesdays, March 6, 20 and 27;
April 3,10and 17
In the K.I. Library

Get into the Purim and Passover spirit
early, and deepen your holiday prac-
tice by immersing in study before the
holidays. Each week we will look at a
different aspect of Purim or Passover
leading up to their celebration. We
will do a deep dive into a particular
practice, appreciate the varied view-
points across texts and commentaries,
and add our own insights. The class is
discussion-based and appropriate for
all levels. We will cover Purim, March 6
and 20; Passover, March 27 and April 3,
10,17.

= INTERMEDIATE HEBREW
with Rabbi David Weiner

Tuesdays, March 6, 13, 20 and 27
10-11:15 a.m. in the K.I. Library

This class is not currently accepting
new students.

= RABBIWEINER'’S
ADULT EDUCATION CLASS

Thursdays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28
10:45 a.m.-noon

This class, which is ongoing, is current-
ly exploring Process Theology using
Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson’s book,
“God of Relationship and Becoming.”
Watch the weekly email for an an-
nouncement of the new topic, begin-
ning in March. Classes will be held
through early June.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Youth & Families Update

Synagogue Skills, Singing, and Shows!
All the happenings at K.1.'s Hebrew School

—by Rabbi Becca Walker

As Spring approaches so much learning
is happening at the Kl. Hebrew School!
Our expert teachers continue to teach
students Hebrew, synagogue skills, Jewish
history and heroes, Tanakh, holidays, and
more. In our experiential learning block
on Wednesdays we recently finished a unit
on Havdalah, where we learned about the
ceremony, when to do it, and also how to
sing the blessings—all in preparation for
the Families Together Havdalah happen-
ing this month.

Speaking of singing, we have added more
music to our programming. We are so
lucky to have Mike Duffy, a Jewish educa-
tor from Temple Anshe Amunim, assist us
at the Hebrew School this year. We have
been starting off each Shabbat morning
session with music, led by Mike on guitar.
It has been a great way to start learning
more prayers and important Jewish mel-
odies that will serve students throughout
their Jewish lives. We are fortunate to wel-
come Joe Weiner, a talented keyboardist,
who helped us in learning the Havdalah
blessings. Joe will join us on Wednesdays,
in teaching us new songs and fun inter-
active activities. We are planning to learn
some Passover melodies for the Seder.

This month, Regina Mason of Little Puppet
Studio will teach the students the skills to
produce a Purim Marionette show. If all
goes according to plan, the production will

Emergency Contacts

Above: Joe Weiner teaches Havdalah blessings and songs.

Music has been a great way to
start learning more prayers and
important Jewish melodies that
will serve students throughout

their Jewish lives.

Rabbi Becca Walker

be part of the March 23 K.I. Purim celebra-  creative way. As always if you have ques-
tions. This is a novel opportunity for stu- tions, or would like to be in touch, please
dents to engage in learning in a new and reach out at RabbiB@knessetlsrael.org

PASTORAL CARE FUNERALS
If you need emergency pastoral care for any reason, Arrangements are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli Funeral Home.
please contact Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-442-1733, or email

flynndagnoli@albany.twbc.com.
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2023 HIGH HOLIDAY
APPEAL

Murray and Barbara Akresh
Elizabeth and Jan Bikofsky
Eve and Michael Edwards
George Krupp
Ira and Phyllis Lieberman
Sopheap Nhim

and Colin Ovitsky
David and Myra Snowise
Mariah Strattner

ADOPT A FAMILY 2023
Ellen and Stu Masters

Rabbi David
and Judith Weiner

Rabbi Yaacov
and Nina Rone

Sheila Donath

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of
Tony Segal
Ann and Dave Krawet
In memory of
Baruch Peter Ronberg
Jill Wollins

BOBBY BRAUN
MEMORIAL GARDEN

In memory of
Evelyn Garbowit
Tony Segal

Ev Bastow

BOOKLESS FAMILY
ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Max Bookless
Muriel Bookless Medney

Maxine Bookless
and Nan Bookless
In memory of
Sanford (Shimmy) Bookless

Nan Bookless
and Maxine Bookless

CEMETERY FUND
In memory of
Sofiya Plotkina
Alec and Anna Yantovsky
In memory of
Sam Ganter
Gary and Bernice Turetsky
In memory of
Jim Whitcomb
Nan and Allan Lipton
In memory of
Ruth K. Sugarman
Phoebe T. Sugarman
In memory of

Jeanette Gladstone
Robert Gladstone

Richard Gladstone

CEMETERY
MAINTENANCE FUND

In memory of
Bessie Goldenberg

Dave Pill

BOBBI COHN
REVITALIZATION
ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Bob Siegel
Rebecca Hirsch
ZeldaToler

Bobbi and Mike Cohn

JOEL AND PHYLLIS
CURRAN ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Esther Schuman
Pearl Curran
Tony Segal
Joel Curran
In honor of
Fran and Joel Wolk
Joel Curran
In appreciation of
Joel Curran
Renee Roos

Funds & Endowments

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

HERBERT AND CECILY
FISHMAN ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Celia Fishman
Herbert Fishman
Marcia Fishman

Ben Fishman and Family

Shelly, Joel,
and Ben Fishman

GEORGE AND EVELYN
GARBOWIT ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Evelyn Garbowit
Amy Abramovich

GENERAL DONATION
FUND

Bill and Beth Katz
Lyubov Papier
Mitchell Model
Nina Shelomentseva
In memory of
Tony Segal
Anna and Michael
Elfenbaum

Henry and Karen Gold

Judy and Jeff Cook

Mel and Terry Drucker

Rae Langsdale

Salisbury Estates Residents
Association

Shelley Berend

Steven Tobin

In appreciation of
K.l. partnering with the
Berkshire Minyan
Audrey Sussman
and Mitchell Smilowitz

In honor of
Lisa Hochman
and Marc Rudoltz
Av Kadish
and Goldy Fried

In memory of
Ella Blankstein

Barbara Orville

In memory of
Baruch Peter Ronberg

Dale and Richard Charkow
In memory of
Marian Raser
Jeff and Dana Siegel
William and Linda Grabel
In memory of
Shlomo Meirson
Judy and Mark Usow
In memory of
Helen Seaman
Judy Seaman
In memory of
Manefa Shelomentseva
Nina Shelomentseva
In memory of
David Granoff

George Roback
Gladys Roback

Peter and Rosy Granoff
In memory of
Arline Levine

Rachel Bashevkin
In memory of

Charles Robbins
Lawrence Kronick

Stephen Kronick
In memory of
Ann L. Klein
William P. Klein

MARCIE GREENFIELD
SIMONS ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Sheila L. Greenfield

Richard and Marcie
Greenfield Simons

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND

In memory of
August Rossomando
Phyllis Rossomando
Tony Segal
Janet and David Rothstein

continued on page 12
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Fun d S & En d owmen tS continued from page 11

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND, In memory of
CONTINUED Elissa Landes
In memory of Louise Clark
Tony Segal Brenda and Fred Landes
Nancy and Michael In memory of
Levinson Bernard Helitzer
In honor of Jerome Goldman
Cindy Helitzer for all her Cindy and Ed Helitzer
work on the hamantashen In honor of

Ruth Frommer
and Ken Amron

Philip Eissenstat's

special birthday
Lawrence, Sarah, Jacob,

KIDDUSH FUND and Kaetah Klein

In memory of
emoryo In memory of

Tony Segal Harriet Leavitt
Alan and Margery Metzger Len and Alice Schiller
Len and Alice Schiller
In memory of
Rabbi Jan Kaufman Seymour Yanofski
Susan Abramovitz Len and Alice Schiller

hat
matters
goes

beyond numbers
and benchmarks.

We believe working
in your best
interests becomes
the foundation for
how we nurture
our professional
relationship.

Learn more. Have a conversation with our managing
director, Gary Schiff, and his team at October
Mountain Financial Advisors.

Ve o

OCTOBER MOUNTAIN

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Portfolio Management = Financial Planning = Trust & Banking Services*

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA 01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

St. Germain Investment Management operates as October Mountain
Financial Advisors in the Berkshires.

*Banking & trust administration services provided by Lee Bank.

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

Minimum donation
to funds is $5. Endowment
fund minimum is $10.

We welcome contributions
in any amount.
Contributions of less than
$5 are not publicized.

In memory of

Alice Kravetz

Sarah Seldin Deutch
Stanley Kaufman

Rabbi Jan Kaufman

In memory of

MILTON KOLODKIN
ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Sally Ann Sipser
Barbara Kolodkin

WILLIAM AND ESTHER
LIPTON ENDOWMENT

In memory of
Dorothy Margolin
Marian Raser
Phillip Pomerantz

Claire Lipton Zimmers

PRAYERBOOK FUND

In memory of

Isaac Kutik Samuel Lebovitz
Tanya and Arnold Ruth Lebovitz Markowits
Mazurenko

Local Leaders and
Trusted Partners

Jonathan Denmark
President & COQO,
MountainOne Insurance

PZ MountainOne

INSURANCE

Quincy | Rockland | Scituate
mountainone.com

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT A DEPOSIT, NOT FDIC-INSURED
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY,
NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK, MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE
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RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY
FUND

Elizabeth and Jay Bikofsky

Bruce Schreiber
and Ronney Rosenberg

Linda and Phil Halpern
Robert and Rhonda Sattin
In memory of
Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor
In memory of
Tony Segal
Adele Cukor
Alexandra Warshaw
Allen and Ellen Rosenblatt
Brenda and Fred Landes
Diane Weinstein
Ev Bastow
Fran and Joel Wolk
Gail Wahle
Jan and Harvey Zimbler
Murray and Barbara Akresh
Rita Siegel
Shelia Donath
Amy Abramovich
In honor of
Fred Lande's volunteer

efforts in Israel and the
remarks he shared on Dec 30

Arlene and Gary Schiff
In memory of
Nancy Shulman

Elaine Epstein
In memory of

Estelle Landes
Harold Landes

Brenda and Fred Landes
Mazel Tov to
Alan and Margie Metzger
on the engagement of
their daughter Shana
to Jason Benko

Diane Weinstein
In memory of
Evelyn Garbowit

Diane Weinstein

In memory of
Baruch Peter Ronberg

Bobbi and Mike Cohn
Alan and Margery Metzger
Brenda and Fred Landes
Diane Weinstein
Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt
Ev Bastow
Michael and Susan Albert
Rabbi Jan Kaufman

In memory of

Jeanette Rosenthal
Leon Rosenthal

Elaine Hantman
and Paul Rosenthal

In memory of
Benjamin Weinberger
Marian Raser

Fran and Joel Wolk
In honor of
Carole Siegel's birthday
Fran and Joel Wolk
In memory of
Ben Hayden
Gerald and Barbara
Hayden
In memory of
Rose K. Fried
Goldy Fried
In memory of
Larry Berke
Helene Berke
In memory of

David Rosenthal
Sally Moskowitz

Laura Rosenthal

In memory of
Marian Raser
Paul Rosenthal
Sidney Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal
In memory of
Harry Palefsky

Max Solomon
Sidney Solomon

Marcia and Charles Mandel

Funds & Endowments
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In honor of
Rabbi David Weiner

Lucille Landa

In memory of
Sara Bass Lazerus
Nathan Lazerus
Maxine Bookless
and Nan Bookless

Mazel Tov to
Alan and Margie Metzger
on the engagement of
their daughter Shana
to Jason Benko
Richie and Marcie
Greenfield Simons

In memory of
Bernard Snyder

Ruth and Robert Waldheim

In honor of
Allan Lipton, MD's big
birthday! Mazel tov
with love from your family
Sarah Lipton
and Family

In memory of
Ron Haft
Seymour Haft

Shelia Donath
In appreciation of
Lewis Schiller

Sue Schiller
In memory of
Robert Staskin

Susan Staskin
In memory of
Lyubov Kutik

Tanya and Arnold
Mazurenko

RABBI SANFORD AND
CHARLOTTE SHANBLATT
ENDOWMENT
In memory of
Charlotte Shanblatt

Helene Leavitt

and Family
Jeff and Dana Siegel

BUBBE AND ZAYDIE
SHINDLER ENDOWMENT
In memory of

Robert Skole

Roberta and Marty
Shindler, and Family

In honor of
Elaine Shindler's
95th birthday

Roberta, Marty, Michael,
and Perri Shindler

SHIREI SHABBAT MUSIC
EQUIPMENT FUND

Laura Rosenthal

In memory of
Tony Segal
Diana Geller
and Andy Geller

In memory of
Helene Coleman
Margaret Fleet

The Fleet, Coleman,
Singer Family

JOSEPH AND PAULINE
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT
In memory of

David Karlin

Robert Siegel

Zelda Karlin

Sharon, Joel, and Eric Karlin

TORAH MAINTENANCE
FUND

In memory of

Baruch Peter Ronberg
Marian Raser

Tony Segal

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

In honor of
Joe Weiner's receipt of an
academic excellence award

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

ARTHUR AND TERRY
WASSER ENDOWMENT
In memory of

Gertrude Wasser

Ida Rosenthal

Art and Terry Wasser
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21 ADAR-MARCH 1

Ruth Golos
Samuel Lebovitz
Samuel Mones

22 ADAR- MARCH 2

Harold Landes
Rebecca Levine

Beth Anne Zocchi
Sylvia Ende

Esther Minnie Maislen
Sophie Steinman

23 ADAR- MARCH 3

Abram Kogan
Phyllis Curran
Rosalyn Baron
Jack Gertner
Abraham Adelson
Harry Shenker
Philip Bass

Max Kaplan

24 ADARI- MARCH 4

Joseph Sherman
Rose Rudnick

Yefim Kurchenko
Fannie Leibowitz

25 ADAR- MARCH 5

Manfred Ettinger
Lillian Farber

Rhea Kaetz

Sara Fribush

Maurice Cutler

Stanley David Greenspan
Arthur Levinson

26 ADAR- MARCH 6

Anne Green

David Friedman
Vivienne Bruckman
Marx Wartofsky

Celia Sumberg
Robert Green

Ethel Taubin

Sol Toscher

Abraham Benny Israel
Irving Rosenbaum

> Need to Say Kaddish?

We encourage people who want to say

Kaddish to:

m (3) attend services in person.

m (b) watch a livestream service and say
Kaddish along with the assembled
minyan that can be seen and heard on

screen.

m (C) participate in our Zoom services—
Tuesday or Thursday evenings on a day
close to the Yahrzeit—and say Kaddish.

Please keep in mind that if there is no
minyan in the sanctuary for a livestream
service, Mourner's Kaddish will not be

recited.

27 ADAR- MARCH 7

Rosalind May
Ruth Kalman
Sugarman
Erna Gilbert
Nathan Lazerus
Sandra Abeles Braun
Harold Palefsky
Jules Kerbel
Gussie Rod
Rachel Samel
Benjamin Brown
Dora Nelson
Israel Bialor
Joseph Schaitkin
Gail Mindlin
Julius Freed

28 ADARI- MARCH 8

Frieda Kadish

Rose Fried

Jack Galler

Marilyn Liebowitz
Dr. William Rosenthal
Jerry Sussman
Marjorie Goldman
Gerald H. Goodman
Esther Mayer

29 ADAR- MARCH9

Seymour Haft
Louise Clark
Mary Weiser

1 ADARII- MARCH 11

William Raflowitz
Lois Gottlieb

2ADARII- MARCH 12
David Gersh

3 ADARII- MARCH 13

Leonard Kahn

4 ADARII - MARCH 14

Pauline Siegel

5 ADARII- MARCH 15

Samuel Bookless
Louis Levine
Sonia Witkowski
Annette Raskin

6 ADARII - MARCH 16

David Bastow
Saul Cohen

7 ADARII - MARCH 17
William Shindler

8 ADARII- MARCH 18

Donald Sugarman
Hannah Reder
Yocheved Baz

9 ADARII - MARCH 19
Mildred Waldman

11 ADARII- MARCH 21

Alexander Stein
Joseph Siegel
Sol Lusthaus

12 ADARII- MARCH 22

Lillie Stern
Ruth Lerner

13 ADARII- MARCH 23

Jacob Goodman
Jeanne Perlman

14 ADAR - MARCH 24

Gertrude Mahran
Deborah A. Greenfeld
Gussie Lightman

15 ADAR - MARCH 25

Sarah Barrocas

16 ADARII - MARCH 26

David Karlin
Marie Shor

17 ADARII - MARCH 27

Harold Denmark
Sol Smuckler
Walter Sturm

18 ADARII - MARCH 28

Rose Berkowitz
Morris Berkwitz
Anna Cohn

Sarah Deborah Katz

19 ADARII - MARCH 29

Marlowe Greene
Ruth Gutmann
Adolph Berger
Norman Seidler

20 ADARII- MARCH 30

Sidney Gilbert
Samuels

Jennie Staskin

21 ADARII- MARCH 31

Edward Pincus
Neil Talcove
Nathan Haft

Remember a loved

one, honor

a special
occasion, a
friend, or
family member

with a donation to

the K.I. Bima
Flower Fund.

Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006
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From the Rabbi
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Above: The sun rises over Jerusalem. Below: Dawn at the Families Section of the Western Wall. continued from page 4

By 6 a.m. Wednesday, though, | was crossing the
bridge near the Jaffa Gate at sunrise, on my way
to the families section of the Kotel. There we lay
tefillin and prayed the morning service.

A verse from Psalm 30 jumped out at me — Tears
may linger for the night, but joy comes with the
dawn. There had been a lot of tears the day be-
fore. | could hardly take in what | was seeing and
hearing. And still the new morning dawning over
the holy city gave me a fresh reserve of strength.

It would be another hard day, as we learned about
the sexual violence of October 7, then delivered
socks and underwear donated by our congrega-
tions for soldiers on the northern front. We would
also visit with a survivor of the music festival, fam-
ilies of hostages, and the retired diplomats who
are helping them advocate for their loved ones on
the world stage. But for the moment, at a time of

Baruch hanotein laya ’eif koach unfathomable pain, we were able to breathe the
’ air of Jerusalem, express gratitude for a new day,
Praised be the One who and celebrate our capacity to care for each other.

Baruch hanotein laya'eif koach — Praised be the
One who gives strength to the weary.

gives strength to the weary.
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Bake up the Hamantashen;
Strike up the Band!

The K.I. Purim Band, seen at left performing at the
“Very Jerry Purim” show last year, will offer its 15th
annual concert on Saturday, March 16, at 8:30 p.m. This
year’s theme is “K.I. Unplugged,” with a logo shown at
bottom left under a LEGO representation of the band.
The band will explore its favorite MTV Unplugged songs
representing the wide variety of artists who performed
on the popular concert series between 1989 and 2014.
This includes artists such as 10,000 Maniacs, Bruce
Springsteen, Indigo Girls, Allman Brothers Band, Eric
(lapton, Paul Simon, Jay-Z, and many others.

For more on the concert, see page 5.

] = Above: Volunteers prepare hamantashen for K.1.5s annual
V b fundraiser. These traditional Purim cookies are purchased,
1 gifted, and enjoyed by many people in our K.I. and beyond.

K.l. PURIM BAND For more on the effort, see page 4.



