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Coming of Age
Purim Band's b'nai mitzvah year 
—Jesse Cook-Dubin

(continued on page 5)

The Knesset Israel Purim Band, brainchild 
of Jonathan Denmark, Dennis Ovitsky, 
Jerry Link, Steven Skoblow, and Rabbi 
David Greenspoon, will be called to the 
KI Social Hall as a B'nai Mitzvah on March 
19, 2022 (see details on page 7). 

In March 2009 (Adar 5769)–roughly 6,100 
years after Esther and Mordechai saved 
the Jewish people and started a violent 
backlash against Jew-haters throughout 
the Persian Empire—the KI Band held its 
first Purim Concert. That makes this year 
the 13th  birthday of the Purim Concert: 
its b'nai mitzvah year! 

The Purim Concert is our shul’s musical 
take on the traditional Purim spiel, in 
which the Band members don a “musi-
cal costume” and change the words to 
popular songs to tell the story of Purim. 
Each year there is a different musical costume: the KI Beatles, Dylan Plays Purim, Women of Soul, Totally Radical 80s Pu-

rim Celebration, A Purim State of Mind: The Megillah According to Billy Joel and El-
ton John, Songs of Strength, Roll Into Purim: An Evening With the Rolling Stones, the 
Best of British Rock, and others. When my family moved back to the Berkshires, one 
of the first events we attended at KI other than services was “The King of Pop Plays 

The Purim Band (left to right) Rabbi Greenspoon, Jerry Link, Dennis Ovitsky, Steven Skoblow,  
and Jonathan Denmark. Photo taken on 3/20/2008.

       SAVE THE DATES!  
Many meaningful and fun events  
are coming to KI. See page 7 and 

mark your calendars.
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In This Issue Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

Your community wants to share in the joy.  
Tell us about you, your family, your friends. 
Special Birthdays, Milestones, Awards Won,  

Books Published…any and all nachas. 
Send the details to: deegriswold@gmail.com. 

High-resolution photographs welcome.

n Belated mazel tov to Carol Cohen. Carol celebrated a milestone birthday on February 
26, 2022. We wish her a happy, healthy year and many more to come.

n Brenda and Fred Landes announce with great joy the birth of their second grand-
child, a boy, Avi Micah, on December 13, 2021. Proud parents are Michael and Lisa 
Englander Landes. Big brother is Noam Ephraim, and they live in Denver.

yom nisuyim sameach
March Anniversaries

n Richard and Sharon Sutter ...................................................................................................March 6

n Steven and Ruth Rosenthal .............................................................................................. March 19

n Amy and Howard Herman ................................................................................................ March 29

March Birthdays
yom huledet sameach

n Ezra Sutter ........................................March 2

n Richard Woller .................................March 3

n Dana Siegel ......................................March 3

n Carol Silverman ..............................March 4

n Lorenzo Cook-Dubin ....................March 4

n Donald Simon .................................March 6

n Susan Gordon .................................March 8

n Steven Skoblow .............................March 8

n Michael Rosenthal  ........................March 9

n Robert Bildner ............................. March 14

n Edwin Kolodny ............................ March 15

n John Huffaker .............................. March 16

n Jane Rosen .................................... March 17

n Cynthia Helitzer ........................... March 17

n Linda Halpern .............................. March 18

n Naomi Schwartz .......................... March 19

n Phyllis Lieberman ....................... March 19

n Lawrence Kaplan ........................ March 20

n Mia Wax .......................................... March 20

n Michael Helitzer .......................... March 22

n Hannah Rose Simons ................ March 22

n Simon Peimer ..............................  March 23

n David Bell-Deane .......................  March 24

n Andrew Geller .............................. March 24

n Sopheap Nhim ............................ March 25

n Benjamin Cook-Dubin .............  March 25

n Joel Radsken................................. March 26

n William Wright ............................. March 26

n Harold Shair .................................. March 31

n Barbara Akresh ............................ March 31
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We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion of the editorial staff,  
and may be subject to editing for clarity, facts, and length.

Submit articles VIA EMAIL to: Dee Griswold at deegriswold@gmail.com 
Send high resolution photos VIA EMAIL to: Nan Bookless at chama2194@icloud.com
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(continued on page 5)

Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs From the Rabbi

Jacob Spike Krauss, a musician and edu-
cator who spent a weekend at the syna-
gogues in the Berkshires a couple of years 
ago, released a song for Purim, inspired by 
Avenue Q.* The video features a puppet He-
brew School class—all in Zoom windows—
reflecting on the complexities of the Purim 
story in an upbeat song with a catchy cho-
rus: “Please don’t talk about the massacre 
hidden at the end of the book.” Check it out: 
youtu.be/ZhO4E-bmBdk. Watch once, and 
you’ll be singing it all week. 

The book in question is the Book of Esther, and the massacre the pup-
pets are singing about, while pretending they don’t want to, appears in 
chapter 9, unless the translation you are using for the Megillah makes it disappear, as 
was customary in the second half of the twentieth century. After the wicked Haman is 
impaled—literally hoisted on his own petard—the king awards the Jewish community 
an opportunity to defend itself. Much to the surprise of the characters and the narrator 
of the Megillah, what results is total defeat of antisemites in Shushan and across the 

vast Persian Empire. The Jews, to prove purity of intentions, do not touch the property 
of their enemies, but they do engage in a day or two of total war. The book presents 
an exaggerated outcome—zero Jewish casualties but 75,300 dead antisemites. In a 
revenge fantasy worthy of Tarantino, the pogrom turns against the perpetrators. The 
outcome probably leaves most of us with mixed feelings.

A Problematic Tale
A new, more complex translation makes it debut at KI

The Book of Esther is 
a creative work of fic-
tion. Like many nov-
els, it has no intention 

of reporting on histori-
cal events, despite lus-
cious period details and 
tongue-twisting Persian 
vocabulary. The author’s 
only weapons were his 
quill pen and sharp sense 
of irony. So scholars dis-
agree over the message 
of the Megillah. Was it 

meant as a narrative farce that would 
give a Jewish underpinning to Carnival? 
A commentary on the soul-crushing 
compromises of life in the diaspora? A 
challenge to other Biblical theologies in 
an era when G-d’s influence on the world 
is so hidden? An incisive exploration of 
power and politics, in response to the 
brilliant books of Samuel, in an era when 
the Jews were subject to empire? The 
story is at turns evocative, complicated, 
crude, thought-provoking, and challeng-
ing. Sometimes it is funny, and some-
times it comes across as sexist, vulgar, or 
cruel. My usual approach to our chanting 
the book has been to make the experi-
ence as much fun as possible, to play up 
the humor despite the problematic tale.

That makes sense for a Purim celebra-
tion, but it does not do justice to such 
a well-written story. My Rabbinical As-
sembly colleagues, led by Rabbis Martin 
Cohen and Pamela Barmash, have just 
released a new edition of the Book of Es-
ther, the first since the little blue books 
from 1974 that are so difficult to use that 
I replaced them with xerox copies of the 
Megillah a few years ago. The new books, 
which will arrive before Purim, will help 
us follow the chanting of the Megillah on 

Rabbi David Weiner

*Avenue Q is a musical comedy featuring puppets and human actors with music and lyrics by Robert Lopez 
and Jeff Marx and book by Jeff Whitty.

“Please don’t talk about 
the massacre hidden at  
the end of the book.”

My usual approach…has been to make the experience  
as much fun as possible…despite the problematic tale.  

That makes sense for a Purim celebration, but it 
does not do justice to such a well-written story.
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Board of Directors

January Board Meeting Recap
Berkshire Minyan; long-range planning

The Board devoted much of its January 2022 meeting to two topics: 

n a request by the Berkshire Minyan to take over its administrative functions, 
and 

n professional support for the long-range planning process that was delayed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Berkshire Minyan is an egalitarian Jewish community based in Great 
Barrington that holds traditional-style shabbat morning services, holiday ob-
servances, and other programs. They met at Hevreh for many years and are 
now meeting at the former St. James Episcopal Church. The Minyan does not 
have paid staff. The leadership of the Minyan, known as the Va’ad, asked KI 
for help (on a paid basis) with processing donations, bookkeeping, insurance, 
and other administrative support. The Board saw the request as an opportu-
nity to strengthen traditional egalitarian Judaism in the Berkshires and unan-
imously approved the proposed arrangement. Thank you to Rabbi Wein-
er, Rabbi Jan Kaufman, Stu Masters, Diana Macfarlane, Laura Rosenthal,  
Don Sugarman, Ed Helitzer, Jonathan Denmark, and KI’s bookkeeper,  
Ed Robinson of BookSmarts, for their leadership on this initiative.

Everett Lamm, Vice President of Long-Range Planning, and Richie Simons, 
Immediate Past President, made a proposal to the Board regarding KI’s long-
range planning. As an alternative to hiring a consultant to guide the Con-
gregation through that process, Everett and Richie recommended that KI 
participate in a program called Sulam for Strategic Planners offered by the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. The program involves a full-
day training session for our rabbi and planning chairs with leaders of oth-
er Conservative shuls, and assignment of a facilitator who will participate in 
several meetings with KI’s planning team over the course of 12-15 months. 
Rabbi Weiner relayed conversations with colleagues whose congregations 
have had positive experiences with Sulam for Strategic Planners. The Board 
approved the proposal, subject to speaking with lay leaders who have been 
through the program.

—submitted by Jesse Cook-Dubin

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•

together.
Supportive calls to other members

KI Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•

Learn more about Berkshire Minyan at  berkshireminyan.org
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From the President

Purim” (still my favorite of the musical 
costumes, though I schepped major na-
chas from Noah Cook-Dubin’s incredible 
impression of Freddie Mercury in 2020). 
The purposes of the Purim Concert are to 
tell the Purim story in an innovative way, 
raise money for the Hebrew School, and 
provide an outlet and showcase for KI’s 
musicians, whom we see often leading 
services but rarely in concert (though 
that has changed as our secret has got-
ten out). 

This year’s musical costume, fittingly, is 
the Band’s B'nai Mitzvah. I will leave it to 
them to provide their own preview; all I 
will say is that I have seen the lyrics and 
I can’t wait.

There is a buffet of snacks, desserts, and 
drinks, and there is a dance floor. Cos-
tumes are encouraged.

The band makes this event look effort-
less, but it takes months of preparation. 
Jonathan, Phil, and others come up with 
the theme in late fall, and then embark 
on 6-8 weeks of intensive writing and 
rewriting of lyrics. The band and singers 
usually start rehearsing just after the first 
of the calendar year. Even just setting up 
the event in KI’s Social Hall takes hours. 
Huge thanks and mazel tov to the mem-
bers of this year’s Purim Band and their 
families:

Laura Rosenthal, Carol Link, Steven Sko-
blow, Noah Cook-Dubin, Phil Coleman, 
Colin Ovitsky, Matt Mozian, Jon Gotterer, 
special guests, and of course the one and 
only Jonathan Denmark.   

Purim and study the Book of Esther at other 
times during the year. 

Although I do not even have an advance 
copy, I am excited about the new edition. 
The new Esther features the Hebrew text, 
two translations, and commentary. One 
translation, seeking complex, contextual 
meaning, incorporates a historical under-
standing of the Hebrew language as well as 
a sensitivity to tone of voice and connota-
tion. For example, Ahashverosh no longer 
“sits on his throne,” but is instead “in resi-
dence in the imperial acropolis of Shushan.” 
Because neither Vashti nor Esther held the 
power of Queen Elizabeth I, the translator 
renders the word malka not as queen, but as 
“king-wife.” In contrast, the second transla-
tion, following the model of ancient Aramaic 
translations of scripture, incorporates midrashic understandings and seeks to fill 
out the story. Commentaries illuminate specific verses of the scroll, and the edi-
tors introduce each chapter with a passage exploring its theological and Jewish 
insights: Where is G-d? How do we find help in impossible situations? Who takes 
responsibility, and how? What are the benefits and perils of empire? Why does 
Ahashverosh fail to act, even when he knows the right thing to do? What are the 
consequences when we follow his example?

I look forward to celebrating Purim as raucously as ever, and I also anticipate en-
gaging in deeper explorations of Purim, thanks to this new edition of the Megillah. 

KI will use the Rabbinical Assembly's new 
edition of the Book of Esther.

From the Rabbi (continued from page 3)Coming of Age (continued from page 1)

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose
Welcome. 

We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 
We are here to inspire through word and deed. 

We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 
We are here to celebrate in community. 

We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 
We are here to transform our world.

The new Esther features the Hebrew text,  
two translations, and commentary…seeking 

complex, contextual meaning…
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March Calendar

Candle  Lighting
Friday, March 4 ...........................................................5:28 p.m.
Friday, March 11 .........................................................5:36 p.m.
Friday, March 18 .........................................................6:44 p.m. 
Friday, March 25 .........................................................6:52 p.m.

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 
    IN PERSON  ............................................................. 8:45 a.m. 

n  TUESDAY EVENING DAVENING
     ZOOM ID # 934-910-554 ..................................... 7:00 p.m.

n  THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING 
     ZOOM ID # 934-910-554 ..................................... 7:00 p.m.

n  FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT 
    IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM ................................. 5:45 p.m.
               • Shirei Shabbat: March 4, April 1 ............. 5:30 p.m. 
               (SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS) 

n  SATURDAY SHABBAT SERVICE
    IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM ................................. 9:30 a.m.

n  COMMUNITY HAVDALAH AT KI
   IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM .................................. 7:15 p.m.
    (SEE AD ON PAGE 8 & LISTING ON PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS)

n  PURIM EVE SERVICE (SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS) 
     IN PERSON & MEGILLAH READING ON LIVESTREAM

              • March 16 ...................................................... 6:15 p.m. 
 

Services

Adult  Education
CLASSES 

n  HEBREW 
    Reading practice, vocabulary, structure, meaning,  
    comprehension with Judith Weiner. Meets in person 
    in the KI library. 

           Every Tuesday in March ................................10:00 a.m. 
 
n  DYNAMIC JUDAISM with Rabbi David Weiner

              Every Thursday in March ....................10:45 a.m.-noon 
    Topic: Marriage, Shabbat 

     To join ZOOM: bit.ly//thursdaymorningadulted

               Materials: padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/sourcesheets

Meetings
n  KI ROSH CHODESH DISCUSSION GROUP

Third Sunday of the month unless otherwise notified. The link will stay the same and appear in the K.I. E-News each 
month. New members always welcome!  March 20 on ZOOM.....1:00 p.m.  Link: us02web.zoom.us\j\83944892240 
ID: 839 4489 2249

HOW TO LIVESTREAM • OPTIONS FOR KADDISH 
KI SAFETY PROTOCOLS—PAGE 10

t

Photo by Rachel Tines

Hosted by KI member Amy Brentano at her performing arts venue, 
The Foundry, 2 Harris St., West Stockbridge.

Tickets are $30 in advance at thefoundryws.com ($35 at the door). 
Guests must wear a mask and provide proof of vaccination at the door.

The performance will include works by Brahms, Prokofiev, Stravin-
sky, and others. It is in part a celebration of the newly released al-
bum, The Death of Juliet and Other Tales, which features Kutik and 
Anna Polonsky playing Prokofiev. Yevgeny is the son of KI members 
Alla Zernitskaya and Alex Kutik.

VIOLINIST YEVGENY KUTIK AND PIANIST MAX LEVINSON IN CONCERT

 n  Sunday, March 6 ................................................................... 3:00 p.m. 
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March & April Events
t Shirei  Shabbat

FRIDAY, MARCH 4  
(and upcoming: Friday, April 1) 
 
 n  Musical Service .............................................5:30 p.m. 
            n  Dinner by reservation ............................... 6:30 p.m.* 
 Deadline for reservations for the March dinner was  
            February 28  
 
 n  Reservations for April 1 dinner: 
 $20/adult (financial aid available); free for under 18.  
 Reservation deadline is March 28. 

* READ THE SMALL PRINT: If a communal shabbat dinner 
cannot be held safely, the service will begin at 5:45 p.m. 
Covid precautions will be updated in advance of each event. 
Please check your email for information.

Shirei Shabbat is generously supported by a Rekindle  
Shabbat Grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation

t Purim

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 ...................................  5:30 p.m.

n  Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
n  A festive communal Megillah reading at 6:15 p.m. 
n  Followed by ice cream and hamantashen 
n  Come in costume!

The Megillah reading will be livestreamed: 
knessetisrael.org/livestream

SATURDAY, MARCH 19 ........................................8:15 p.m.

The Purim Band celebrates its  “bar mitzvah” year with a lively 
evening of joyous song. Costumes encouraged.

HEALTH & SAFETY: Advised by public health experts, as  
always, we look forward to planning events that are both fes-
tive and safe. Watch your email for updates about the details. 

Plans are underway for an 
energizing Purim celebration at 
Knesset Israel this year. We are 
looking forward to two events:

t Community  Havdalah 
FRIDAY, MARCH 5 AT KNESSET ISRAEL 
 
 n  Musical Havdalah & Storytelling ............ 7:15 p.m. 
            

Community   Seder 

KI is pleased to host this year's 
Community Passover Seder. As 
this KOL K.I. goes to press, the eve-
ning is still in the planning stages. 
What we know so far:  
n  Rabbi David Weiner will lead 
the Seder service. The meal will 
be catered by Chris Goetze. 

By the time this issue is in your 
hands, details should be worked 
out and publicized. For reservations, fees, etc. go to  
knessetisrael.org at the bottom of the home page.

Save the  Date!

1ST NIGHT COMMUNITY SEDER AT KNESSET ISRAEL

Join Berkshire Rabbis and storyteller  
Allison Lerman-Gluck for an inspirational evening  
featuring two original stories of finding light in the 
darkness. All ages welcome. 

Proof of full vaccination required.  
In person, masking and social distancing 
will be observed. 

Free Havdalah candle and spice sets 
while supplies last. 

n  Also livestreamed at: 
knessetisrael.org/livestream. 

Co-sponsored by Knesset Israel, Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires, and our fellow 
Jewish organizations. (SEE AD ON PAGE 8)

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 .............................................6:30 p.m.

t
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The combined Grades 1 & 2 class has 
really been enjoying learning togeth-
er this year. We begin each class with 
mitzvot, holiday, or parsha study. He-
brew instruction with the assistance 
of Judith Weiner follows. The stu-
dents are doing a great job learning 
the Aleph Bet and combining letters 
and vowels to read Hebrew words.

Each week, we continue by joining the kindergarten class for tefillah and crafts related 
to the morning's lesson. Some favorite activities this year have been the creation of 
edible sukkahs, Torahs, and dreidels. The students also really enjoyed making snow 
globes during our study of the weekly parsha. 

Working with the students this year has been a joy and we look forward to gathering 
each Shabbat! 

Updates

Hebrew School Happenings 
Learning together —submitted by Dana Siegel 

The pursuit of  
knowledge for its  

own sake, an almost  
fanatical love of  

justice and the desire 
for personal  

independence, these 
are the features of the 
Jewish tradition which 

make me thank my 
stars that I belong to it.

—Albert Einstein
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Updates

Genealogy Corner 
Resources now on the KI website
—submitted by Yefim Kogan 

The membership committee is delighted 
to announce our latest new members 
(Traditional Membership): Shira and 
Jorge Rodriguez, along with their son 
Arturo Rodriguez (1st grader in the He-
brew School).

The Rodriguez family attended the 
brunch for new and prospective mem-
bers in August. Shira is a teacher at the KI 
Hebrew School.

New Members 
Welcome to all who come

The entire congregation and staff extend 
a sincere welcome to you.

We look forward to praying, studying, 
socializing, and working together to 

strengthen our community.

Jewish Genealogy Exploration classes 
were held at KI on December 7 and 14, 
2021. All information from these class-
es is now available on the Knesset Israel 
website: knessetisrael.org. Click the menu 
button Learn > Adult Education > Gene-
alogy Corner. 

This page includes handouts for both 
classes and examples of researching at 
jewishgen.org, iajgs.org, Yad Vashem, and 
several other resources. 

If anyone has questions about how to 
use these resources or where to start re-
searching your family, please contact me 
at yefimk@verizon.net.

Please try to find more about your ances-
tors. Wishing you successful discoveries.

After five years and approximately 50 gatherings, last month we sent out an email 
to Rosh Chodesh members announcing a new approach to our monthly meetings.

There were several factors inspiring this idea, including the change in dynamic 
that the COVID era brought upon us. So, in the spirit of renewal and revitalization, 
we presented this new format:

Going forward, Rosh Chodesh will be meeting on the third Sunday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. promptly (except July and August). In the past, a different day and 
time each month was the norm. This new scheduling will allow certainty for mem-
bers’ personal planning.

The group will be what we are calling a KI Rosh Chodesh Women's Round Table— 
discussing any topic that relates to Judaism. The model is similar to that of a book 
club without the book, a Mah Jongg club without the tiles, or any other monthly 
gathering. Whatever topics evolve from the discussions will be considered by the 
group for the next month’s subject.

It’s an “attend when you want” event. The first meeting using this approach took 
place in February. The topic was “How has your Jewish identity influenced your 
life?”

This month’s gathering will again meet on ZOOM, on March 20, promptly at 1:00 
p.m. The invitation and link will appear in the KI E-News and the KOL K.I. calendar. 
There will no longer be a group email or the need to RSVP. Rosh Chodesh will con-
tinue to be on ZOOM until health and safety protocols allow otherwise.

Our original inspiration for the KI Rosh Chodesh group was to create a place where 
KI women could feel comfortable and accepted, interact, and create new relation-
ships. This is still the core purpose.

New members are always welcome. Bring a friend!

Whatever you choose, however many roads you 
travel, I hope that you choose not to be a lady. 

I hope you will find some way to break the rules 
and make a little trouble out there. 

And I also hope that you will choose to make 
some of that trouble on behalf of women.

—Nora Ephron (Commencement address, Wellesley College, 1996)

The Renewed Rosh Chodesh
Announcing a new format—submitted by Maxine Bookless and Jan Zimbler
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Options for Saying Kaddish 
We encourage people who are looking to say kaddish to:  

n (a) attend services in person

n (b) watch a livestream service and say kaddish along with 
the assembled minyan that can be 
seen and heard on screen. 

n (c) participate in our Zoom ser-
vices—Tuesday or Thursday eve-
nings on a day close to the Yahr-
zeit—and say kaddish.

Please keep in mind that if there is 
no minyan in the sanctuary for a 
livestream service, mourner's kad-
dish will not be recited.

The livestream is broadcast to knessetisrael.org/livestream 
and on Knesset Israel’s channel on the Boxcast app on Roku, 
Kindle FireTV, and AppleTV. 

How to Livestream

In-person safety protocols continue to evolve in response to 
risks associated with the pandemic and our local context. Pe-
riodic updates about changes to masking rules, social distanc-
ing, and programming will be shared with the congregation by 
email. 

Everyone who is eligible to receive a vaccine must be vaccinated 
in order to attend services and communal meals.

Safety Protocols

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is request-
ed that you refrain from conducting synagogue business via 
email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests to Diana by email 
at office@knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. Friday mornings.

Did you know that Knesset Israel has a Facebook page? If 
you are on Facebook please "friend" our page and comment 
on, like, and share our posts.

Submit your thoughts. Kol K.I. would love to publish an arti-
cle by you. Send us a story, your musings on a Jewish experi-
ence or subject, thoughts about your experiences during these 
crazy times. Musings by adults, teens, and children will be con-
sidered. 

Notes & How-tos

A summary of the weekly parsha appears at the bottom of 
the weekly K.I. E-News. Please read the e-news for timely an-
nouncements and updates on KI's health and safety protocols.

K.I. Cares—If you or another KI mem-
ber you know is experiencing serious 
illness requiring support, please con-
tact the Care Committee by emailing 
Diana at office@knessetisrael.com. We 
will be in touch with you.

No lifting! 
Can you spare 2 hours for a Monday 
morning mitzvah?

If you have 2 free hours on Mon-
day mornings to fill cartons at the 
South Church Food Pantry, you 
could be part of this huge effort to 

provide good food to people who are 
in great need. No heavy lifting. Please 

consider joining our team. 

Currently 17 people from KI are packing or delivering. Masks 
required.  Contact Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

Hamantashen Delivery
Volunteers Needed March 8-11
The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires will be delivering  
Purim gift bags of hamantashen (mishloach manot) to people 
who are homebound or in facilities. Volunteers 
will be needed to deliver throughout the 
Berkshires.

Please contact Susan Frisch Lehrer at 
413-442-4360 if you can assist.  
Thank you!
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Spotlight On

Bearing Witness: Mike Stoll
A story of survival

Hello readers! Mike Stoll is one of the most 
amazing people you will ever meet. And the 
story you’re about to read is truly amazing 
as well. Ninety-five years young, Mike will 
tell his story in two parts, one this month 
and one next. Part 1 is riveting. Read on!

(This article is published unedited to pres-
ent Mr. Stoll’s exact words to the reader.)

Mike: Hello Phil. I’ve known you for a 
long time also. It was always a pleasure 
to talk to you.

My story is a long story of survival. It will 
take a week to tell you everything, but I 
will try to make it shorter here.

I grew up in a town called Lida. Today it is 
in Belarus, but it was part of Poland when 
I was there from 1926-1945. I went to a 
Hebrew school and life was beautiful. Af-
ter my bar mitzvah, my father was draft-
ed into the Polish army, and he became 
a Russian prisoner of war held in Russia. 
For 6 months, our family didn’t know 
where he was or what happened to him. 

After his return, the Russians occupied our 
town and we were no longer allowed to 
attend a Jewish Hebrew school. I went to 
a Russian school, and I was brainwashed 
to be a “comsomol” (that’s a Russian word 
meaning a young person who is part of 
the communist party). For a while, I was 
really brainwashed, and I thought that 
Stalin was my father, my teacher, my edu-
cator. That was in 1939. 

In 1941, Hitler broke his non-aggres-
sion pact with Stalin and the Germans 
bombed our town. We ran from our home 
to escape the bombing. As we came 
back to the house in the evening to get 
some clothing, unfortunately, the house 
was burned to the ground. We became 
homeless not knowing where to turn. It 
was a frightening time as a kid, asking my 
mother, “how are we going to eat, where 
will we sleep, how will we survive?”

My father was a bookkeeper at the local brewery in town which survived the destruc-
tion. At night we had no place to go so we went to the brewery and moved in, finding 
a place for the time being. We were a family of 5, my older sister Bella, younger sister 
Ann, my parents and me. We were shaken, scared of what was to come next. 

The Germans came in, created a ghetto in town and we stayed in the brewery work-
ing around the clock. The ghetto was about 2 miles from us, and we used to visit the 
ghetto being allowed to walk only in groups of 10 while wearing a yellow star of David 

to visit our extended family—my grandmother, cousins, aunts and uncles who were in 
the ghetto. Life went on like this for a while. 

We worked at the brewery around the clock, and on May 8, 1942, the Germans “liq-
uidated” the ghetto by murdering everyone in it into open pits. We were safe at the 
brewery but I heard screams that night that I will never forget. That’s when I lost all 
of my extended family except for one young cousin. Fortunately, my parents and two 
sisters were all together with me at the brewery. 

Not for long. On June 17, 1943, the German SS were making their final liquidation of 
Jews in Lida. They broke through the gates of the brewery with machine guns and 
commanded everyone to form a line in the street. We were shocked and didn’t know 

Counterclockwise from bottom left: Leon, Sarah, Mike, Bella, Morris, and Ann

“How are we going to eat, where will we sleep,  
how will we survive?”

(continued on page 12)



12  n   KOL K.I.  •   MARCH 2022   •   ADAR ll - 5782

what was happening. The brewery had more than 100 employ-
ees who lined up. Non-Jews were commanded to step out. We 
realized the situation and we were shaken. My father, my sister 
Bella and I were there and we didn’t know where my mother, 
my sister Ann and my cousin Vivian, were, probably somewhere 
in the apartment. 

We were taken to a prison in Lida and the next morning we 
were brought to the trains that were prepared for evacuation. 
It was a very scary moment, we didn’t know our fate, we didn’t 
know where my mother, sister and cousin were. It was frighten-
ing. We were told that we were going to a work camp, but we 
knew at the time that the concentration camps were not work 
camps. They were extermination camps meant for destruction 
of the Jews. I was 17 years old at the time, and knew our fate 
was destruction. 

Our train was headed to Majdanek, a death camp that I later 
learned had no survivors. We decided early in the morning that 
somehow, we had to get out of that train. We were stuffed like 
animals, 70 people in the train car. We discussed possible ways 
to get out of the train by breaking the floor. We were planning 
an escape. 

Luckily my sister Bella managed to convince one of the police 
whom she knew from school, to help her get an ax. He was 

shocked at first but she convinced him to help her. He helped 
her saw off the handle so it fit under her coat. We felt safe that 
we got a weapon to escape. 

We were standing on the train from morning until night until 
the train started moving. I was waiting for action among the 
men who said they would break the floor and make an escape. 
I was also watching our people standing and praying and ex-
pecting G-d to save us. At that moment I decided that I had to 
do something since the adults were not. I saw a small window 
in the car and because I was small for my age, I was able to pry 
open the grates, climb out the window, and walk along a thin 
ledge while the train was moving at about 30 miles per hour. All 
the way, shaking with fear, talking to G-d to help me not to fall 
or get shot, I made it to the outside door of the car, ripped open 
the latch with my bare hands and opened the door. 

I had to do this twice, since the first time, I was pulled back 
inside to get my father and sister while others jumped. The 
Germans saw this, stopped the train and re-secured the door, 
threatening to kill us all if they saw anyone jump again. They 
didn’t know who opened the door or how everyone on the car 
quietly protected me. 

Back on the inside of the moving car, I felt like a trapped an-
imal and had to get out. I repeated the same action and this 
time immediately grabbed my father and sister and jumped off 
the train as soon as I opened the latch again. In all, 11 people 
jumped from that car while everyone else went to Majdanek to 
their death.  

Once off the train, we found ourselves in the middle of the night 
in nowhere land and we knew we had to escape into the woods. 
After wandering in the woods for 3 weeks, we were able to con-
tact the Bielski partisans with help along the way from various 
sources. One was a young Polish peasant who we encountered 
soon after our jump from the train. We were determined to get 
back to Lida since we knew how to get to the Bielski partisan 
camp from Lida. We didn’t know where we were now so we 
needed to get back to a place that we knew. The young peas-
ant told us we couldn’t get back to Lida without encountering 
many German troops stationed along the way. That would be 
certain death. 

Mike Stoll: Bearing Witness 
(continued from page 11)

Spotlight On

From June 1941 to July 1944, Lida was occupied by German troops, who killed  
appromimately 25,149 people. On September 18, 1943, the Jewish Community of Lida 

was rounded up and taken to Majdanek, where they were murdered.  
Only about 200 Lida Jews survived the Holocaust.

It’s very important to me to be  
a live witness to the persecution  

and killings that I’ve seen and  
there are voices denying that  

it happened.

(continued on next page)
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Spotlight On

He redirected us and helped us with great difficulty to cross a 
river to get to the forest where the Bielski group was. He had 
to find a sunken boat and bring each of us across the river one 
by one. This took several hours and it was at great risk to him 
as well as to us. To this day, I think of this person as a Godsend 
and regret that I never found him again after the war. It was his 
actions that helped us survive. 

Once on the other side of the river and in the forest where we 
needed to be, we encountered a friend from Lida who was with 
the Bielski partisans. He informed us that he had seen my moth-
er and were surprised to find that we were alive. After hiding in 
an attic in the brewery apartment where we lived, my mother 
had similarly escaped with my younger sister and cousin and 
thought we were dead as much as we thought they were dead. 

Eventually we made our way to the Bielski group and found my 
mother there. We lived in the woods with the Bielski brigade 
for almost 2 years until the war ended. There were 1200 peo-
ple who survived with the Bielski group and their descendants 
now number in the tens of thousands. There’s an excellent 
documentary on The History Channel called “Jerusalem in the 
Woods” which describes the way the Bielski camp came to be 
and how people lived there and survived. There is also a fea-
ture film called, Defiance, which stars Daniel Craig and Lieb Sch-
reiber that is a dramatic account of this extraordinary story and 
miracle. 

The time left for living Partisans to tell their stories is quickly 
disappearing. How do you feel about keeping these mem-
ories alive and the role of the Jewish Partisans Educational 
Foundation (JPEF) in ensuring that this history is taught and 
perpetuated?

Mike: It’s very important to me to be a live witness to the perse-
cution and killings that I’ve seen and there are voices denying 
that it happened. So this story has to be taught and remem-
bered for the next generations to be on guard and to stay safe. 
To know that kind of tyranny can happen beyond our expec-
tations and belief. As a partisan, we had to fight for our lives. 
We did and inflicted many casualties on the enemy by mining 
trains and their supplies, and disrupted the front lines. 

You've had a long and fulfilling life here in America. What 
were your career and life activities after you emigrated to the 

United States? Please tell us about your family and your wife 
Etta of blessed memory as well.

It took four years after the war ended and finally we emigrated 
to America in August 1949. My original aim was to go to Pal-
estine to fight for a Jewish state. I was convinced that was my 
destiny but, I had an obstacle! My mother (“) was terrified of me 
even thinking of going to fight another war. After hard discus-
sions and much difficulty, she convinced me to go with my par-
ents to America and if I didn’t like it I could then go to Palestine. 
I agreed, and finally we arrived in America in 1949. 

Three months later, in 1950, I was drafted into the U.S. Army to 
fight the Korean war. Mind you, I tried to get a job and no one 
would hire me because I wasn’t a U.S. citizen, but I was easily 
drafted as an American soldier!!! 

I was devastated and feeling depressed, that was not my aim. 
I didn’t belong in this army. I served for 2 years as a translator, 
relieved to be out as a civilian again, found many friends and 

The Bielski partisans were Jewish resistance fighters operating be-
tween 1942 and 1944 in occupied Poland (now Belarus). The brothers 
"Zus," Tuvia, and Asael Bielski (pictured left) fought and established a 
"village in the forest" providing protection to some 1,200 Jews. 

The movie Defiance (starring Daniel Craig) and the book The Bielski 
Brothers by Peter Duffy are based on their story. A short educational 
film narrated by Ed Asner can be found at bit.ly/3rIkQrH. 

(continued on page 14)

Etta and Mike
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Join these savvy 
business owners 

KOL K.I. is a targeted  
bulletin containing information  
our members want. It is mailed 

to every member household.
 

These ANNUAL rates  
are the BEST you will find 

in the County.

1/8th page H.............$350. 
10 issues......only $35/issue

1/4th page V.............$700. 
10 issues......only $70/issue

1/2 page H................$1400.  
10 issues.....only $140 /issue

For an ad spec sheet contact  
Nan Bookless  

at chama2194@gmail.com 
.............................................

These advertisers help 
bring KOL K.I. to you. 

We thank them.
•

Please support their businesses.

Advertisers
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • t

connections to Jewish or-
ganizations and met my 
dear wife Etta (“). 

We got married, and I start-
ed a business called Fine 
Art Mirror and Table Cor-
poration. My dream of go-
ing to Palestine evaporat-
ed and I started thinking 
about earning a living. I 
was a craftsman, manufac-
turer, wholesaler and re-
tailer of marble, glass, and 
carved wood decorative 
tables and mirrors, with 16 employees. 

Etta and I had 2 children, and embarked on a wonderful family life in Brooklyn, 
NY. Over the years, my son, Andrew, went to Yeshivah of Flatbush, later became a 
doctor and now lives in Vermont. My daughter, Nancy, graduated college, later was 
married and soon after we moved to the Berkshires. 

The Berkshires became my home in 1997 after I became a Zeyda to Ian and Su-
zanne who became the prime focus of my life. Life was beautiful. We bought a 
wonderful home, retired, enjoyed life in the Berkshires, and traveled all over the 
world. 

I was on top of the world until tragedy interrupted my happiness and success. 
Etta was stricken with an illness and passed away in June, 2000. I was completely 
devastated. I learned not to take life for granted. As time goes on and years pile 
up, I realized that I am a mature older man living with some aches and pains and 
thinking a lot about my happy years. I am learning to be an older Zeyda since my 
grandson Ian was recently married. Be happy where you are and destiny will de-
cide the future.

Part 2 of Mike Stoll's story will appear in the April issue of Kol K.I.

Bearing Witness (continued from page 13)

Spotlight On

Suzanne and Ian with Zayda Mike

There is divine beauty in learning…

To learn means to accept the postulate that life did not begin  
at my birth. Others have been here before me, and I walk in their  

footsteps. The books I have read were composed by generations of  
fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, teachers and disciples.

I am the sum total of their experiences and their quests.

And so are you.—Elie Wiesel



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Adopt an “Orphan" Headstone 
Many of the older headstones in the KI cemetery are in need of cleaning but have 
no descendants to arrange it. By donating the $65 cleaning fee, you can have one 

cleaned. Contact Don Sugarman at cemetery@knessetisrael.org.

Become a Shomer 
Shomrim, 'watchers,' fulfill an important Jewish burial tradition by sitting with a 

person's aron (coffin) until the funeral. Shomrim work in shifts. Please call  
Alexandra Warshaw at 413-443-1434 for more information.

Help South Congregational Church Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Congregational Church 
Food Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a check to the  

KI office. Please designate the church food pantry in the memo. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Social Justice Committee are currently distributing food  

cartons to families in Pittsfield. Carton packers and volunteer drivers are needed. 
For more information, email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

KI Cares
Volunteer with the KI Cares Committee. Members phone other members who are 

in need of a sincere connection. They also rally around others in our congrega-
tion who are experiencing illness and help when they can. If interested, contact 

Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to trans-
portation. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer drivers with neighbors who 

need a ride to health-related activities, including vaccination. Please call  Wheels 
for Wellness at 413-395-0109 to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedaka. These donations are 

the foundation of all that KI can offer, including unforeseen expenses for security 
and service options. Donate to a Fund or Endowment in honor or memory of 

family, friends, and occasions. These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan. If you would like to 

know more about how you might make such a commitment, email Arlene Schiff 
at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

 

Tzedaka Opportunities

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

These are just a few of the ways you can help others. If you know of a tzedaka  
opportunity you would like listed, please email Dee Griswold (deegriswold@gmail.com).

The Hebrew word for ‘pebble’ is 
tz’ror—this Hebrew word also  
means “bond.” When we pray 

the memorial El Maleh Rahamim 
prayer we ask that the deceased 

be “bound up in the bond of 
life”—tz’ror haHayyim.  

—Rabbi Simkha Weintraub,  NY Jewish Healing Center 

One of the most common customs when 
visiting a Jewish gravesite is to leave a 
small stone on the headstone. 

This custom originated in ancient times 
before the use of caskets. The body was 
prepared, washed, and wrapped in a buri-
al shroud or, for a male, his tallit. The body 
would then be placed in the ground and 
covered with dirt, and large stones would 
be placed on top of the grave to prevent 
animals from disturbing the remains.

To ensure the security of the site, individu-
als would return and place more stones, as 
a way to build up this protection.

In modern times, when carved monuments 
are the preferred memorial, leaving a visita-
tion stone became a symbolic gesture—a 
way for the visitor to say, “I remember you."
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28 ADAR I - MARCH 1

Jack Galler
Marjorie Goldman
Gerald H. Goodman
Esther Mayer
Dr. William Rosenthal
Jerry Sussman

29 ADAR I - MARCH 2

Seymour Haft
Mary Weiser
Louise Clark

1 ADAR II - MARCH 4

Rose Forer Sidman
Lois Gottlieb
William Raflowitz

2 ADAR II - MARCH 5

David Gersh

3 ADAR II - MARCH 6

Leonard Kahn

4 ADAR II - MARCH 7

Pauline Siegel

5 ADAR II - MARCH 8

Samuel Bookless
Sonia Witkowski
Louis Levine
Annette Raskin

6 ADAR II - MARCH 9

David Bastow
Saul Cohen

7 ADAR II - MARCH 10

William Shindler

8 ADAR II - MARCH 11

Yocheved Baz
Hannah Reder

9 ADAR II - MARCH 12

Mildred Waldman

11 ADAR II - MARCH 14

Joseph Siegel
Sol Lusthaus
Alexander Stein

12 ADAR II - MARCH 15

Ruth Lerner
Lillie Stern

13 ADAR II - MARCH 16

Jacob Goodman
Jeanne Perlman

14 ADAR II - MARCH 17

Gertrude Mahran
Deborah A. Greenfeld
Gussie Lightman

15 ADAR II - MARCH 18

Sarah Barrocas

16 ADAR II - MARCH 19

David Karlin
Nathan Schwartz
Marie Shor

17 ADAR II - MARCH 20

Walter Sturm
Sol Smuckler

18 ADAR II - MARCH 21

Rose Berkowitz
Morris Berkwitz
Anna Cohn
Sarah Deborah Katz

19 ADAR II - MARCH 22

Adolph Berger
Ruth Gutmann
Norman Seidler

20 ADAR II - MARCH 23

Jennie Staskin
Sidney Gilbert Samuels

21 ADAR II - MARCH 24

Nathan Haft
Edward Pincus
Neil Talcove
Ira Bender

22 ADAR II - MARCH 25

Naftuly Vinshteyn
Joyce Abecassis
Linda Robbins
Elsie Marmulstein

23 ADAR II - MARCH 26

Goldie Stein

24 ADAR II - MARCH 27

Abraham Schottenfeld
Isidore Cohen
Rose Wood Gruberg
Eva Kaye

25 ADAR II - MARCH 28

Fannie Simkin

26 ADAR II - MARCH 29

Myra Miller Groobert

27 ADAR II - MARCH 30

Cynthia Bercowetz
Morris Broder
Ioshua Shmerelevich 
Kirshteyn
Myron Shindler

28 ADAR II - MARCH 31

Jack J. Daniels  

Remember a loved one,  
honor a special occasion, 

a friend, or family member  
with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz at  
413-841-0006.

Illustration by Warszawianka

PASTORAL CARE

If you need emergency pastoral care for 
any reason, please contact Rabbi Weiner, 
413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS 

Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli Fu-
neral Home. Please call 413-663-6523 
or 413-442-1733. You can also email  
flynndagnoli@albany.twcbc.com.

Emergency Contacts

So as long as we live, they too shall live;  
for they are a part of us. We Remember Them.  

—Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack Riemer
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Funds & Endowments

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of  Dr. Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor 

In honor of Susan Frisch 
Lehrer on her retirement

Diana Geller & Andy Geller 

In memory of Ronald Haft
Sheila Donath 

In memory of Nate Geller
Marion Adler

AFGHAN REFUGEE  
RESETTLEMENT  
SUPPORT FUND 

In honor of Shadow Gordon 
on the occasion of their Bat 
Mitzvah

     Ann Newbold 
     Brenda & Fred Landes 
     Broder-Feldman Family 
     Dimitri Landa 
     Geoff Davenport 
     Hazel Bell 
     Jonathan Gordon 
     Kim Kisslebrock 
     Meri & Jon Stevens 
     Nicole Wagner 
     Pamela & David Furth 
     Rachel Katz &  
          Garet Gordon 
     Rebecca Furth 
     Stephanie Gordon 
     Suzanne Church 
     Zoe Kogan &  
        Rocco Villano     

In memory of Nate Geller
     Brenda & Fred Landes 

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  Dr. Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor    

In memory of  
Sanford (Shimmy) Bookless

     Maxine Bookless & 
         Nan Bookless    

BRAUN MEMORIAL  
GARDEN FUND 

In memory of Estelle Landes
Brenda & Fred Landes 

In memory of Mark Selkowitz
Susan Geller 

CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of  
Gerald H. Goodman

Lynn & David  
       Goodman-Leary 

CEMETERY ROADS AND 
GATE FUND

In memory of Ruth Kalman 
Sugarman

Don & Phoebe Sugarman

CHESED FUND 

In memory of  
Gerald H. Goodman
Lynn & David  
       Goodman-Leary  

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Rose Freedman
Zelda Toler

Bobbi and Mike Cohn 

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Pearl Curran
     Joel and Phyllis Curran 

HERBERT AND CELIA  
FISHMAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Herbert Fishman 
Celia Fishman 
Marcia Fishman
Philip Kelsey, Jr.

Ben Fishman & Family 

In memory of  
Celia Fishman
Herbert Fishman
Marcia Fishman

Shelley, Joel & Ben Fishman   

JEROME & DIANA GELLER 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Nate Geller

Elaine Epstein & Family 
Susan Zuckerman 

DR. MORRIS AND SYLVIA 
GELLER ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Nate Geller
Susan Geller 

GENERAL DONATION FUND 

In memory of Nate Geller

Marcia & Charles Mandel 
Elaine Epstein & Family

In memory of  
Manefa Shelomentseva

Nina Shelomentseva 

In memory of  
Chana Malka
Chava Halpern
Rabbi Naftali Halpern

Phil and Linda Halpern 

In memory of  
Stanley Kaufman

     Rabbi Jan Kaufman     

In memory of Arline Levine
Rachel Bashevkin 

Refuah Shleimah  
to Michael Geller

The Glickman Family 

GENERAL DONATION 
FUND (CONTINUED)

In memory of  
Hope Dershowitz  
(nee Shirley Goldstein) and 
the entire Goldstein/Toban 
family

William Dershowitz 

MARCIE GREENFIELD 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  Dr. Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor     

Good wishes to Richie and 
Marcie Greenfield Simons

Diana Geller & Andy Geller 

In memory of  
August Rossomando

Janet & David Rothstein     

In memory of  
Sheila L. Greenfield

Richard Simons & 
     Marcie Greenfield Simons 

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

Mazel Tov to Brenda and 
Fred Landes on becoming 
grandparents again.

In memory of Nate Geller
Ellen & Allen Rosenblatt 

In memory of Alan Model
Janet & David Rothstein 

In memory of Ann Klein
     Lawrence & Sarah Klein 

In memory of  
Bernard Korman 
Vivienne Bruckman

Paula Korman  

In honor of Shadow Gordon 
on the occasion of their Bat 
Mitzvah

Susan Abramowitz     
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Thank you for your generosity

KIDDUSH FUND 

In honor of Susan Staskin’s 
receiving the BIO Micah 
Award

 Adele Cukor     

In memory of  
Alan Model
Harriet Leavitt
Nancy Bernice Raser

In honor of the birth of 
Fred & Brenda Landes’ new 
grandson

Len & Alice Schiller     

In memory of 
Alice Kravetz Deutch
Sarah Seldin Deutch

Rabbi Jan Kaufman

JACOB AND LILLIAN KLEIN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Benjamin Novick
Fanny Novick
Lillian Klein

Elaine Epstein 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 

In memory of  
Robert L. Markovits

 Ruth Lebovitz-Markovits 

PUSHKE FUND

In memory of Bruce Leavitt
Helene Leavitt & Family

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

Cindy Tatalovich 

Dina & Charlie Hochbaum

Lyubov Papier 

Stu & Ellen Masters 

In memory of Dr. Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor    

In memory of Nate Geller
Alan & Margie Metzger     

In honor of the birth of 
Fred & Brenda Landes’ new 
grandson

Get well wishes Ken Conlow

In memory of Nate Geller
Amy Abramovich 

In memory of Nate Geller
Barbara & Murray Akresh 

In appreciation of  
Cindy Helitzer and the entire 
Hamantashen Baking Crew

Ellen & Allen Rosenblatt 

In memory of Patrick Leonard
Hattie Leonard 

In memory of Nate Geller
Jan & Harvey Zimbler 

In memory of Helen Seaman
     Judy Seaman 

In memory of  
Morris Goldner
Nancy Raser

Marian & Marshall Raser

In memory of  
David Rosenthal
Sally Moskowitz

Laura Rosenthal     

In memory of Nathan Lazerus
Maxine Bookless  
     & Nan Bookless 

In honor of Susan Staskin’s 
receiving the BIO Micah 
Award

Rabbi Jan Kaufman 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND (CONTINUED) 

In memory of Seymour Haft
Sheila Donath 

In memory of  
Martin Perlmutter

Shiffra Perlmutter 

In memory of  
Shlomo Meirson

The Usows 

In memory of Ann Klein
     William P. Klein 
           & Erika Klein     

In memory of  
Abram Kogan
Khinka Kogan

Yefim Kogan  
     & Galina Dobrynina 

MELVIN AND NAOMI 
SCHWARTZ ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Nate Geller
Naomi Schwartz 

JEFFREY SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Jeffrey Seigel 
for being the teacher of the 
month at Taconic High School

Carole Siegel 

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
David Sacks
Lillian Sacks

Sharon Siegel 

EDWARD AND LORETTA 
SKOLETSKY ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Nate Geller
Lou Skoletsky 

TORAH FUND 

In memory of  
Bernard Helitzer
Jerome Goldman
Nancy Raser
Nate Geller

Cindy & Ed Helitzer    

In honor of Edwin Helitzer for 
his diagnostic help

Michael Albert 

DAVID AND SUSAN  
ZUCKERMAN  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Gertrude Budnick

Susan Zuckerman    

Funds & Endowments

Minimum donation  
to funds is $5. 

Endowment fund  
minimum is $10. 

We welcome contributions 
in any amount. Contribu-
tions of less than $5 are 

not publicized. 

“If I am not for myself,  
who will be for me?  

But if I am only for myself,  
what am I?  

And if not now, when?” 
—Hillel the Elder



Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Permit  # 70 

learn. inspire. grow. together. 

16 Colt Road l Pittsfield, MA 01201 

knessetisrael.org

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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