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Welcome back to summer in the Berkshires! Over the last six months, Rabbi Pam Wax, 
the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival Committee, the Service Assignment Committee, the 
Music Committee, and several other volunteers have joined me in planning an amaz-
ing season of celebration and community for Knesset Israel. 

I am especially grateful to KI’s staff, Diana Macfarlane, Chris Goetze, and Ken Conlow, 
for their support. Special thanks, as well, to Nan Bookless, Ben Heyman, and Ellen 
Rosenblatt for the teamwork that led to the publication of this edition of Kol K.I.

Welcome Rabbi Becca Walker, Director of Lifelong Learning

On June 15, Rabbi Becca Walker assumes her new responsibilities as Knesset Israel’s 
Director of Lifelong Learning. Rabbi Becca is a dynamic teacher with a strong foun-

dation in engagement, spiritual caregiv-
ing, Talmud, and community organizing. 
An alumna of Columbia University and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary’s List College, 
she attended rabbinical school at Hebrew 
Union College before completing her or-
dination at the American Jewish University 
in Los Angeles. Noted for her creativity and 
ability to connect with people of all ages 
and backgrounds, Rabbi Becca has worked 
at the Hillel Campus Alliance of Michigan 
and at Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am in 
Toronto. 

Rabbi Becca will be working part-time at 
Knesset Israel. Though she will be present 

After three years of presenting KI’s Berk-
shire Jewish Film Festival in a virtual for-
mat, we are hugely happy (and relieved) 
that this summer we will be presenting 
films in person. We can’t wait to see you!

Screenings will be in the Duffin Theater 
at Lenox Memorial Middle and High 
School, Lenox, Mass.  The festival runs 
six Mondays from July 10 through Au-
gust 14, with two films to be shown 
each week—one at 4 p.m.  and another 
at  8 p.m. Individual tickets and Season 
Passes are available. All proceeds benefit  
Knesset Israel Hebrew School. 

Check your mail for the BJFF brochure.  
Sign up for our e-newsletter on—berk-
shirjewishfilmfestivalorg. Listings will be 
repeated in the July/August issue. The 
K.I. E-News will also send you weekly 
updates. Welcome back!

We’re back in person! 

From the Rabbi: Welcome Back Summer
Participate! Classes, films, lectures, concerts, meals, and more…

continued on page 3
Rabbi Becca Walker

2023 BJFF’s film listings are on page 8
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From the Rabbi

at KI for approximately ten 
Shabbats each year, her 
job focuses on aspects of 
congregational life that 
take place primarily during 
the week. Rabbi Becca’s 
responsibilities include 
shaping the future of the 
congregation’s adult edu-
cation program, support-
ing and growing KI Fami-
lies Together, planning KI’s 
year-round and summer program, and 
serving lead teacher and administrative 
roles in the Hebrew School. She plans to 
spend the summer of 2023 meeting mem-
bers and prospective members, building 
relationships, discerning interests, and—
in partnership with me—planning for 
the upcoming year. 

Rabbi Becca lives in Northampton with 
her wife, Rabbi Ariella Rosen, and their 
dog Neffi. Members are welcome to 
schedule a conversation with her this 
summer—Please reach out to Diana in 
the synagogue office.

June Highlights

I am especially excited about KI’s broad 
summer program this year. It includes 
opportunities for uplift, edification, rec-
reation, and community-building. 

On June 16, folks from 
across the county gath-
er for Shabbat Across the 
Berkshires in North Adams. 
On June 24, we’ll celebrate 
Ev Bastow’s special birth-
day in synagogue; she has 
been working on a Torah 
reading and a D’var Torah 
for many months. And 
June 30 is the first commu-
nity Shabbat Dinner of the 

summer. Once our ohel goes up in the 
backyard, Friday night services will take 
place outside every week. In general, 
please feel free to enjoy the tent during 
daylight hours—it’s a great place to sit, 
study, read, snack, or spend time with 
friends. 

For that matter, I hope you will consider 
joining me on one of our Ramblin’ with  
the Rav hikes. Although they vary in 
length, day of the week, and intensity, 
the company and conversation are al-
ways good. Find details that will help you 
determine whether a specific excursion 
is right for you at knessetisrael.org/rsvp. 
Weather permitting, we will hike on Sun-
day mornings, June 4 and 25.

 

continued from cover

Rabbi David Weiner

I am especially excited about KI’s broad summer 
 program this year. It includes opportunities for uplift,  

edification, recreation, and community-building. 

A good book [or bulletin] 
is like a beautiful garden  

which you can carry in 
your hand. 
—Chananya Reichman

Urgently Wanted: KOL K.I. staff!  
Having a KI bulletin depends on you or someone you know
We are thrilled to bring you a very basic KOL K.I. for the summer months.  
To keep up this momentum, we must have an editor and designer! If you are in-
terested in either position, please contact Nan Bookless at chama2194@gmail.
com. Graphic designer does not have to be a KI member. If a friend or family  
member knows Photoshop and InDesign, we’ll talk freelance. 

Upcoming Events

Keep an eye out for KI events in July 
and August:

• The Berkshire Jewish Film 
Festival, in-person on Monday 
afternoons and evenings

• JTS in the Berkshires, in-person 
on three Friday mornings, with 
esteemed JTS professors:  
Arnie Eisen, Gordon Tucker, and 
Shira Billet 

• Berkshire County Jewish Com-
munity Scholar-in-Residence 
Weekend with Ruth  Messinger. 
Ruth will be teaching at KI on 
Shabbat morning, August 19

• Weekly Kiddush Luncheons 
after Shabbat morning services 
beginning July 8 through the end 
of August

• Outdoor Friday night services

• Community Shabbat Dinners  
on July 21 and August 11

• A klezmer concert and  
fundraiser on August 21

• Shabbat Lunch & Learn with  
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld and 
Marc Margolius

• Ramblin’ with the Rav, light 
hikes on Wednesday mornings in 
August

Thank you for making Knesset Israel part of your summer plans in the Berkshires. 
 I look forward to reconnecting on the trail, at classes, and on Shabbat.
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KI Services, Classes & Events / Summer 2023

n SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN  
    IN PERSON ........................................................ 8:45 a.m. 

n TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING  
    ON ZOOM...........................................................7:00 p.m. 
    ZOOM ID # 934-910-554

n  FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT ....................5:45 p.m. 
     IN PERSON AND LIVESTREAM

n  SATURDAY SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 
     IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM ........................... 9:30 a.m. 
       followed by kiddush

Weekly  Services

Friday, June 2  ...................................................... 8:06 p.m. 
Friday, June 9  ...................................................... 8:10 p.m. 
Friday, June 16 .................................................... 8:14 p.m. 
Friday, June 23 .................................................... 8:15 p.m. 
Friday, June 30 .................................................... 8:16 p.m.

 Shabbat  Candle   Lighting

Plan Your Summer the Knesset Israel Community

Visit knessetisrael.org/rsvp 
to register for events
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K.I. Cares 
If you or another K.I. member you know is  

experiencing serious illness requiring support, please  
contact the Care Committee by emailing Diana at  

office@knessetisrael.com. We will be in touch with you.

In compliance with United Synagogue standards,  
it is requested that you refrain from conducting  

synagogue business via email, text, and/or phone  
calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests  
to Diana by email at office@knessetisrael.org  

before 11:00 a.m. Friday mornings.

Did you know that Knesset Israel has a Facebook page?  
If you are on Facebook please "friend" our page and  

comment on, like, and share our posts.

A summary of the weekly parsha  
appears at the bottom of the weekly K.I. E-News. 

The Book of Life. K.I.'s guide to everything,  
including burial and lifecycle policies, is on the  

KI website: knessetisrael.org.

Any changes in KI's health and safety protocols  
will be updated in the K.I. E-News.

Get all the weekly announcements 
 in the K.I. E-News. To submit, write a short  

paragraph with the what, where, and when and email it  
to Diana at office@knessetisrael.org. Include an image if 
you have one. Deadline: Tuesdays for Thursday E-News.

KI Services, Classes & Events / Summer 2023

Berkshire Jewish Film Festival  
Mondays, July 10-August 14 / 4 & 8 pm showings 
See pages 6 and 7 in this issue of KOL K.I.
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n  JULY 24
4 PM —SHTTL 
Shttl is the story of the inhabitants of a Yiddish Ukrainian  
village at the border of Poland, 24 hours before the Nazi  
invasion, known as Operation Barbarossa. In one un-
flinching shot, this film presents a day in the life of a Jew-
ish village before it disappears.

8 PM—KARAOKE  

Sleepwalking through marriage, an older couple beset 
with unspoken regret get a much-needed spark with the 
arrival of Itzik (the effortlessly magnetic Lior Ashkenazi), 
a sexy, middle-aged hedonist who loves hosting karaoke 
parties in his posh penthouse.

8 PM—RECKONINGS
Reckonings is the first documentary feature to chronicle the  
harrowing process of egotiating German reparations for the 
Jewish people. It captures the anger on one side, the shame  
on the other and the anguish for all as talks broke down and 
failure seemed imminent. By confronting the past, German and 
Jewish leaders charted a better future for a desperate and trau-
matized  people.

Our (Almost Completely True) Story / Director Don Scardino and Menemsha Films

n  JULY 17 
4 PM—THE MUSES OF ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER 
In the mid 1960’s Bashevis Singer established an army of female 
translators - more than forty women - who helped spread his 
work. He chose his translators carefully, was inspired by their 
presence, often falling in love with them. Nine of the women 
who were intimately familiar with the man and work are still 
here. Theirs will be the only voices heard in the film, as they  
allow us a glimpse into his complex personality and personal.

n  JULY 10 
4 PM—OUR (ALMOST COMPLETELY TRUE) STORY
Making an unlikely couple, both Jerry Sroka’s and Mariette  
Hartley’s characters bond over the indignities of being  
out-of-work actors of a certain age, while navigating the  
seniors’ singles scene. A life-affirming dramedy that “sparkles” 
with wit and depth as it celebrates love and romance while  
reflecting on the challenges of growing older.

8 PM—FOUR WINTERS 
Against extraordinary odds, over 25,000 Jewish partisans fought 
back against the Nazis and their collaborators from deep within 
the forests of Eastern Europe, Ukraine and Belarus. Along with 
stunning archival footage, the last surviving partisans relive 
their journey, sharing their stories of resistance. Transformed 
from young innocents raised in closely knit Jewish communities 
and families to fierce partisan soldiers with enduring hope and 
grit, they exhibited magnificent courage and deep humanity.

The Muses of Isaac Bashevis Singer / Directors Asaf Galay and Shaul Betse
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Berkshire Jewish Film Festival 

n AUGUST 7 
4 PM—QUEEN OF THE DEUCE 
Born in Salonika, Greece, Chelly Wilson came from a religious  
Sephardic family. At the start of WWII, leaving her family  
and children behind, she emigrated to America and built a  
business that ultimately turned a dark yet lucrative corner when 
she entered the world of pornographic film theaters located  
alongside the X-rated shops on 8th Avenue, known as the Deuce.  

8 PM—MARCH ‘68 
Hania, and Janek are students in Warsaw in 1968. When the  
government’s persecution of Jews starts to gain strength. 
Janek, whose father is a government official, and Hania, who is 
Jewish and whose parents have lost their prominent jobs, join 
other university students protesting the government’s actions  
changing their lives forever.

n AUGUST 14 
4 PM—THE CITY WITHOUT JEWS

H.K. Breslauer’s 1924 silent master-
piece is the tragi-comic story of the 
fictional Austrian city of Utopia. The 
story follows the political and person-
al consequences of an anti-Semitic 
law forcing all Jews to leave the coun-
try.  When the citizens of Utopia come 
to terms with the loss of the Jewish 
population and the resulting econom-
ic decline, they must  decide whether 
to invite them back. The satirical events 
transformed into all-too-horrific reality. 
The silent film will be accompanied 
by live original music composed by 
renowned klezmer violinist Alicia  
Svigals and silent film music legend, 
pianist Donald Sosin. 

n JULY 31
4 PM  (2 FILMS)—GROSSMAN

David  Grossman, one of Israel’s most no-
table authors, shares the rare and capti-
vating connections between his life and 
his novels. The film follows the writer up 
close and takes the viewers on a person-
al journey into the soul and work of an  
exceptional human being.

2ND FILM—CASTLES IN THE SKY 

Filmmaker and professor Pearl Gluck’s 
provocative dramatic short film centers 
on Malke, a Holocaust survivor and sex-
ed teacher who has been leading a secret 
life for decades: performing slam poet-
ry on the Lower East Side. Castles in the 
Sky features commanding performances  
from actor Lynn Cohen, who died in 2020, 
and poet Venus Thrash, who died in 2021.

8 PM—WHERE LIFE BEGINS 
Each summer Esther travels with her 
French Ultra-Orthodox family to a farm 
in Calabria to harvest etrogs for Suk-
kot.   Trapped by the suffocating rituals 
of her faith, the despairing and curious  
Esther captures the attention of the farm 
owner. Their brief encounters help Esther find 
her path. In this visually sumptuous and deep-
ly moving film there is a subtle portrayal of  
self realization.

8 PM—FAREWELL MR. HAFFMANN
In this gripping wartime thriller prob-
ing issues of conscience and character, 
a French-Jewish jeweler is caught in 
a Faustian pact that will change the 
fate of all involved. When the Nazis  
occupy Paris, Joseph Haffmann (Daniel  
Auteuil) arranges for his family’s es-
cape and hastily signs over his hum-
ble shop to trusted right-hand man 
François (Gilles Lellouche). As for-
tunes reverse, Haffmann is now at his 
employee-turned-collaborator’s mer-
cy, trapped hiding in the basement  to  
avoid deportation. Impeccable  per-
formances  and unpredictable twists 
mark this superbly crafted morality 
tale based on an award-winning play 
by Jean-Philippe Daguerr.

Farewell Mr. Haffmann / Director Fred Cavaye and Menemsha Films

March ‘68 / Director Krzysztof Lang and Menemsha Films
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12 SIVAN - JUNE 1

Chaina Gold
Ira Milstein
Ethel Bergman
Rebecca Stern

13 SIVAN - JUNE 2
Richard Halperin
Herman Mindlin
Bertha Jacobs
Jacob Shalett

14 SIVAN - JUNE 3

Albert Bashevkin
Israel Boxer
David Minsky
Beatrice Safran
Fannie Abramowitz 

15 SIVAN - JUNE 4

Larissa Lippe
Benjamin Rosenthal
Rose Freeman
Isabelle Kosberg
Rose Kauderer

16 SIVAN - JUNE 5

Arthur Zuckerman
Samuel Adelson
Abraham Samuel  
     Flashner
Pauline Weinstein
Lillian Schechter

17 SIVAN - JUNE 6

August Robert   
     Rossomando
Herbert Lebowitz
Roslyn Weiss
Jerome Frank
Etta Stoll
Gertrude Wiederkehr

18 SIVAN - JUNE 7

Marian Liverman
Adelle Goldblum

19 SIVAN - JUNE 8

Irwin Speyer
Ralph Levine
Sarah G. Cohen
Sarah Katsh
Elizabeth Lipson
Stanley Shapiro

20 SIVAN - JUNE 9

Shirley Stevens
Samuel Feldstein
Dave Goodheartz
Bessie Gorfinkle
Irving Bashevkin
Linda Wood
Chaim Levin

21 SIVAN - JUNE 10

Myrna Hammerling
Melvin Rudoltz
Benjamin Seltzer
Rose Tarnower
Gerald Binder

22 SIVAN - JUNE 11

Samuel Levine
Shirley Hyman
Anna Waxstein 
     Levinson
Max Maislen
Bessie Zuckerman
Anna Bondi

23 SIVAN - JUNE 12

Marc I. Cohen
Morris Cohen
Abraham Louis  
     Goldstein
Hilda Fass
Ann Herman
Anna Borke

24 SIVAN - JUNE 13

Robert Sugarman
Samuel Weinstein
Lila Holland
Regina Glattstein
Zvi Lemberger
Rose Ruth Lubin
Mary Mintz
Victor Feldstein
Marion Fradkin

25 SIVAN - JUNE 14

Bertha Zalutsky
Perry Dubin
Reva Cassell
Dr. Morris Harris
Dr. Kenneth Bernard  
     Goldblum
Rose Kobritz Lazerus
Frances Reiback
Harold Weltman
Arnold Robbins
Jacob Meyer Badanes

26 SIVAN - JUNE 15

Marcia Lieberman
Heinz Ronberg
Alexander Molnar
Esther Lipton
Robert Rosenblatt

27 SIVAN - JUNE 16

Kirk R. Phillips
Ben Markowitz

28 SIVAN - JUNE 17

Samuel Simons
Andor Glattstein
Israel Leavitt
Hanna Jawetz

So as long as we live,  
they too shall live;  

for they are a part of us.  
We Remember Them.  

—Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack Riemer

PASTORAL CARE

If you need emergency pastoral care for 
any reason, please contact Rabbi Weiner, 
413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS 

Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli Funeral 
Home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 
 413-442-1733. You can also email  
flynndagnoli@albany.twbc.com.

Emergency Contacts

KOL K.I. Past & Present
Acknowledgments
This issue of KOL K.I. is brought to you by Nan 
Bookless, Ben Heyman, and Ellen Rosenblatt, 
and was printed by Your Color Connection  
in Lenox, Massachusetts. A combined July/ 
August issue will also appear in your mailboxes. 

To our outgoing editor, Dee Griswold—thank 
you for your eagle eye editing. Having Kol K.I.’s 
commas in the correct place, and it’s grammar 
impeccable, made our readers’ experience so 
much more pleasant! You are truly a master. 

We also sadly note the passing of former  
editor Susan Miller (z’l). Susan did an impec-
cable job making sure KOL K.I. was skillfully 
edited and very informative. KI was a very im-
portant part of Susan’s life—she contributed 
her time, her art, and her love of Judaism en-
riching the entire community. Susan, we will 
all miss you dearly!

And so, dear readers, we forge ahead into what 
looks to be an exciting and stimulating sum-
mer. We hope you take advantage of the many 
opportinities to volunteer and participate!
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29 SIVAN - JUNE 18

Bertha Charkow
Jennie Aronstein
Abram Khalfina
Celia Weiner
Rose Siegel

30 SIVAN - JUNE 19

Leon Carman
Connie Lister

1 TAMMUZ - JUNE 20

Pearl Sutter
Tillie Friedland
Minna Schlanger

2 TAMMUZ - JUNE 21

Samuel Jaffee
Ben Kravetz
Sarah Weltman
David Fass
Benjamin Borke
Fanny Tryster
Charles Flaster
David Ackerman

3 TAMMUZ - JUNE 22

Martha Rothstein
Jacob Skole
Shlomo Bril
Sidney Landes
David Jacobson
Reba Wiesen Marks

4 TAMMUZ - JUNE 23 

Samuel Spitzberg
Irving Kaplan
Eugene Shusterman
Shirley Wynne Rubin
Louis Galanter
Robert Draymore
Willy Gutmann

5 TAMMUZ - JUNE 24

Anita Bakft
Esther Cohen

6 TAMMUZ - JUNE 25

Jeanette Geller
Anne C. Lessoff
Abraham Nathanson
Martha G. Lipschitz
Max Schreck
Celia Cohen

7 TAMMUZ - JUNE 26

Trudy Balizer
Israel Benzion Pill
Abraham Levine
William Bender
Martha Rivlin
Leon Holender
Phillip Dolinger
Sylvia Soman
Rose Reingold
Isadore Lerner
Florence Rife

8 TAMMUZ - JUNE 27

Norma Zalutsky
Henry Krawet
Hyman Waller
Ethan Fingeroth
Elliot Stahl
Arlene Ruth  
Sussman Leavitt
Meyer Rife

9 TAMMUZ - JUNE 28

Stanley Sacon
Dr. Max Fishelson
Ida C. Loveman
Gerald Mass
Elihu Secunda
Henrietta Albert

10 TAMMUZ - JUNE 29

Seymour Rosenberg
Diane Spinrad
Esther Rubin
Rose Flashner

11 TAMMUZ - JUNE 30

Dr. David B. Greengold
Irma Claire Smith
Louis Haims
Corporal Albert Jaffe

Remember a loved one,  
honor a special occasion, 

a friend, or family member  
with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz  
at 413-841-0006.

Yahrzeits • June 2023 • Sivan / Tammuz 5783 

    Need to Say Kaddish? 
We encourage people who are looking  
to say Kaddish to:  

n  (a) attend services in person.

n  (b) watch a livestream service and say Kaddish 
along with the assembled minyan that can be 
seen and heard on screen. 

n  (c) participate in our Zoom services— 
Tuesday or Thursday  evenings on a day close 
to the Yahrzeit—and say Kaddish.

Please keep in mind that if there is no minyan in 
the sanctuary for a livestream service, Mourner's 
Kaddish will not be recited.

t

There are stars whose light reaches the earth 
only after they themselves have disintegrated. 

And there are individuals whose memory lights 
the world after they have passed from it.  

These lights shine in the darkest night 
 and illumine our path….—Hannah Senesh
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Funds & Endowments

HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL 
Bea Selig

In memory of  
Rita Delores 
Katzman Graybow

Steven & Isabel Graybow 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Louise Penney

In memory of  
Harry Aranove Joseph Sukel

Laurie Sukel 

In memory of Marin Gelbert
Roger and Beth Kruvant 

In honor of Julia Kaplan
Anonymous

In memory of Phyllis Curran
Cynthia Hubbard

In memory of 
Alexander J. Lipman

Pattie Lipman and  
   John Huffaker

In memory of Irene Staskin
Susan Staskin

BERKSHIRE JEWISH 
FILM FESTIVAL

In memory of Phyllis Curran
 Margo Golos

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Sarah Bass Lazerus  
Bipsy Bookless 
Max Bookless 
Sam Bookless 
Nathan Lazerus  
Sanford Bookless 
Anna Samuels Bookless  
Shirley Lazerus Bookless 
Bruce Bookless     

Maxine Bookless and  
     Nan Bookless 

BOBBY BRAUN  
MEMORIAL GARDEN

In memory of  
David Bastow 
Percy Marcus

Ev Bastow

CEMETERY FUND

In memory of Sam Ganter
Bernice and Gary Turetsky 

In memory of Isaac Kutick
Tanya and Arnold 
    Mazurenko

In memory of Sofiya Plotkina
Anna and Alec Yantovsky 

In memory of Reta Less
Joel Less 

In memory of Semyon Berlin
Inna, Boris and  
   Julia Saltanovich 

In memory of  
Charles Robbins

Lois Kronick 

In memory of Lillian Frost
Lynn Goodman-Leary 

In memory of Larry Berke
Nan and Allan Lipton 

In memory of  
Mollie Jacobs 
David Gordon

The Landa Family 

CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 

In memory of Theresa Pill
Dave Pill 

CHESED FUND 

In memory of Estelle Landes
Brenda and Fred Landes 

ROBERT AND IRIS COHEN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Robert and Iris Cohen

Their children and  
     grandchildren 

JOEL AND PHYLLIS 
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Bob Cohen 
Esther Schuman 
Marilyn Simons

Phyllis (z’l) and Joel Curran

In memory of Martin Curran
Joel Curran 

In memory of Phyllis Curran
Alan and Margery Metzger 

Alex Kutik and  
   Alla Zernitkaya 

Amy Abramovich 

Ann and Dave Krawet 

Barbara and Gerald Hayden 

Barbara Viniar 

Beth and Bernie Abramson 

Bonnie Lipton 

Brenda and Fred Landes 

Carole Siegel     

Caryl and Peter Poser 

Christine Dicenzo 

Christine Koenemann 

Cindy and Ed Helitzer 

Elaine Epstein 

Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt 

Emily Honigberg 

Fran and Joel Wolk 

Gayle and Herman  
   Rotenberg 

Helene Leavitt and Family 

Jan and Harvey Zimbler 

Jane and Larry Pellish 

Janet and David Rothstein 

Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

Joel and Beth Radsken 

Joel and Phyllis Curran 

Josephine Contenta 

Judy Gitelson 

Laura Rosenthal 

Len and Alice Schiller 

Leonard and Elaine Lipton 

Leslie Fishbein and  
   Thomas Sebestyen 

Marcia and Charles Mandel 

Marian and Marshall Raser 

Michael and Susan Albert 

Mindy Domb and  
   Matthew Sadoff 

Molly Novick 

Nan Bookless and 
   Maxine Bookless 

Nancy and Alan Smith 

Naomi Schwartz 

Neil and Diane Exter     

Patricia Casey 

Pattie Lipman and  
   John Huffaker 

Rebecca Wanatick 

Richard and Sharon O’Keefe 

Richie and Marcie  
   Greenfield Simons 

Rita Yohalem 

Roberta and Michael  
   Fuhrman and Family 

Ruth and Steve Rosenthal 

Sergey and Natalya 
   Yantovsky 

Sharon Siegel 

Sharon, Joel, and Eric Karlin 

Shiffra Perlmutter 

Susan Staskin 

Susanne Holmes and  
    Denise Danilyn 

Thomas and Carol O’Keefe 

The Curran Family

CURRAN ENDOWMENT  
(CONT.)
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If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  
But if I am only for myself, what am I?  

And if not now, when? 
—Hillel the Elder

HERBERT AND CELIA  
FISHMAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Bernadette Bedminster 
Celia Fishman 
Herbert Fishman 
Marcia Fishman 
Philip Kelsey

Ben Fishman and Family 

In memory of  
Celia Fishman 
Herbert Fishman 
Marcia Fishman

Shelley, Joel, and  
Ben Fishman 

HARRY AND ENID  
FUHRMAN FUND 

In appreciation of a  
mishloach manot bag for 
Howie Fuhrman

Meryl and Richard Cooper 

MADELINE GALANTER 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Augusta Leibowitz 
Harold Landes

Joel and Beth Radsken 

GENERAL FUND 
F.L. Putnam 

Israel and Gale Wachs

Lyubov Papier

Maxine Bookless

Nan Bookless

Patricia and Joseph  
   Finklestein

Harry and Carolyn Newman

In memory of Bob Cohen
Andrew Cohen and Family 

Elaine Epstein and Family

Jeff Cohen, Jay Anderson 
and all of us  at Pittsfield 
Cooperative Bank

Joan Vazakas and family

Lee and JoAnn Hauge 

Andy’s colleagues at  
Zuora Legal: 
Margaret, Dave, Cindy, 
Lisa,Ian,Taneshia, Erika, 
Amy, Diana, Monique, 
Sylvia, Muyiwa, and Evan

Robert Matthews

Sue and Joel Colker 

Susan Beiles 

Kathy Fraker and  
Joshua Yurfest 

In memory of Iris Cohen
Cindy and Ed Helitzer 

In memory of Cheryl Katz
Bobbi and Mike Cohn 

Howard and Phyllis Brenner

Laura Rosenthal

Madeleine and Joel Policzer

Rabbi Jan Kaufman

Regina Karas

In memory of  
Arline Teresa Bookless Levine

Rachel Bashevkin 

In memory of  
Robert Markovits

Ruth Lebovitz Markovits

In memory of Ronald Haft
Sheila Donath 

In memory of Ann Klein
William P. Klein 

In memory of  
Augusta Leibowitz

Albert and Cynthia Segal 

BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE FOUNDATION 
BOARD

Beth and Bernie Abramson 

Bonnie Lipton

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

John and Jane Allen

Karen and Bob  Youdelman

Lis, Jon, and Isabella Cohen

Mary Ann Mitchell

Paula and Noel Blagg

Rabbi Louis Polisson

Sheila and Edward Braun

Sue and Bob Joseph

In appreciation of and 
gratitude for  all those who 
baked, packed and pur-
chased mishoach  
manot bags.

Arlene and Gary Schiff

In memory of Milton Sirota
Mark Sirota 

In memory of  
Manefa Shelomentseva

Nina Shelomentseva 

In memory of Larry Berke
Rich and Jo-Anne Lehner 

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

In memory of  
Lois Gottlieb 
Bruce Havsy

Suellen Havsy 

In memory of Vera Gangel
Barbara Gershen 

In memory of Jane Widitor
Cecily Levine and  
      Amy Levine 

Molly Novick and Family 

Naomi Schwartz 

Susan Cohen and  
     Judi Lazerus 

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

In memory of  
Edith Gross 
Rabbi Naftali Halpern

Linda and Phil Halpern 

In memory of Ethel Prives
Loretta and Joel Prives 

In memory of  
Stella Goldberg LeVine

Allan and Nan Lipton 

In memory of  
Bea Rosenshine 
Molly Rosenshein

Ann and Dave Krawet 

In honor of our  
Berkshire Friends

Audrey and Ralph Friedner 

In memory of  
Abe Geller 
Harry Weinberger

Ellie and Mike Geller 

In memory of  
Betty Beck Turetsky

Gary and Bernice Turetsky 

In memory of Eve Lerner
Gerry and Bob Becker 

In memory of  
Martin Urban 
Sally Urban

Goldy Fried and Av Kadish 

In memory of  
Natalie Holland

Richard Holland 

Funds & Endowments

GENERAL FUND (CONT.)

BCC FOUNDATION (CONT.)
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In memory of Charlotte Genn
Jonathan Genn’s colleagues 
at Ward Oaks Foundation  
and TerraVerde

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

In memory of  
Bob Cohen 
Marilyn Simons

Helene Leavitt and Family

Lawrence and Sarah Klein

In memory of Iris Cohen
Helene Leavitt and Family

In memory of  
Phyllis Rossomando 
August Rossomando

Janet and David Rothstein 

In memory of Cheryl Katz
Lawrence and Sarah Klein

Janet and David Rothstein

In memory of Sarah Small
Rabbi Jan Kaufman 

In memory of  
Florence Winter

Susan Lipton 
    and Buddy Lewis 

In memory of Larry Berke
Harriet Samuels 

In memory of Helen Seaman
Judy Seaman

In memory of Jane Widitor
Carole Siegel 

In memory of Gus Leibowitz
Earle and  
Phyllis Herschenhorn 

KIDDUSH FUND 

In memory of Cheryl Katz
Allen and Ellen Rosenblatt 

Barbara and Murray Akresh 

Kathy Fraker and  
     Joshua Yurfest 

Len and Alice Schiller 

Michael and Susan Albert

In memory of 
Sarah Seldin Deutch

Rabbi Jan Kaufman 

In memory of Louise Clark
Brenda and Fred Landes 

In memory of  
Bernard Helitzer 
Jerome Goldman

Cindy and Ed Helitzer 

In memory of Pauline Mass
Alan and Margery Metzger 

In memory of Phyllis Curran
Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

With deep gratitude of the 
restorative meals provided  
by Lisa Udel, Arlene Schiff,  
Rosalind Kopfstein, Brenda  
Landes, and Marcie Simons

Laura Rosenthal 

In honor of  
Marvin Smith’s 95th birthday

Lawrence and Sarah Klein 

In memory of  
Carole Schiller Krauss 
Harriet Leavitt 
Minnie Schiller 
Iris Cohen 
Larry Berke

Len and Alice Schiller 

In memory of  
Evelyn Promisle

Myra and Larry Promisel

In memory of June Woller
Kathy Fraker and  
   Joshua Yurfest 

Get well wishes for Ed Udel
Len and Alice Schiller 

JACOB AND LILLIAN 
KLEIN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Benjamin Novick 
Lillian Novick 
Ida Klein 
Lillian Klein 
Walter Epstein

Elaine Epstein 

MILTON KOLODKIN  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Sally Ann Sipse 
Morris Silver

Barbara Kolodkin 

MURRAY AND CECILY 
LEVINE ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Joyce Abecassis

Cecily Levine and  
   Amy Levine 

LIBRARY BOOK  
RESERVE FUND 

In memory of  
Philip Kruvan 
Naomi Kruvant 
Rose Gelber

Roger and Beth Kruvant 

LEONARD AND ELAINE 
LIPTON ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Simon Lipton 
Augusta Leibowitz 
 Iris Cohen 
Elliot Greenfeld 
Leonard Liverman

Elaine and Lenny Lipton  
   and family 

MISHLOACH MANOAT 
FUND 

In appreciation of  
Mishloach Manot

Cecily Levine and  
     Amy Levine 

Thank you to all of the  
volunteers who helped  
make the mishloach manot  
fundraiser a huge success  
once again this year

Cindy Helitzer and  
     Susan Gordon 

PRAYER BOOK FUND

In memory of 
Robert Markowits 
Samuel Lebovitz

Ruth Lebovitz Markowits

RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Alan and Margery Metzger 

Av Kadish and Goldy Fried 

Bernard and Lisa Silverman

Brenda and Fred Landes

Cindy and Ed Helitzer

Dave Pill

Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller

Ellen and Stu Masters

Ellie and Mike Geller

Fran and Joel Wolk

Janet and David Rothstein 

Jill Wollins 

Acts of kindness never die. They linger in the memory, 
giving life to other acts in return.

  —Jonathan Sacksn, From Optimism to Hope

Funds & Endowments

BCC FOUNDATION (CONT.) KIDDUSH FUND (CONT.)
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Lawrence and  
     Alice Rothbaum

Leslie Fishbein and  
     Thomas Sebestyen

Marc Rudoltz and  
     Lisa Hochman

Mitchel Gilbert 

Rabbi Pam Wax

Rabbi Yaacov and  
     Nina Rone

Richie and Marcie  
     Greenfield Simons 

Shira and Jorge Rodriguez

Susan Gordon

Viktor Rashkes

William P. Klein

In memory of Peter Cukor
Adele Cukor 

In memory of Bob Cohen
Amy Simons Abramovich 

Elaine and Lenny Lipton 

Harvey and  
     Susan Frisch Lehrer

The Siegel Family

In memory of Iris Cohen
Brenda and Fred Landes 

Marian and Marshall Raser 

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer, and Family

With thanks and  
deep appreciation

Amy Simons Abramovich  
     and Richard Simons 

In memory of Ben Hayden
Barbara and Gerald Hayden 

In memory of Elissa Landes
Brenda and Fred Landes 

In honor of  
Rabbi David Weiner

The Landes Family    

In honor of Rabbi Weiner,  
who has enriched our  
spiritual lives and
in memory of 
Manfred Ettinger 
Elaine Green

Bruce and Terri Ettinger 

In memory of Tina Schreiber
Bruce Schreiber and  
     Ronney Rosenberg 

In memory of Sarah Small
Diane Weinstein 

In memory of Cheryl Katz
Diane Weinstein and  
     Michael Glasser 

Elaine and Lenny Lipton

Gerald and Barbara Hayden 

Jeff and Dana Siegel 

Marcia and Charles Mandel

Maxine Bookless and  
     Nan Bookless

Phoebe Sugarman

Sharon, Joel, and  
     Eric Karlin

Susan Staskin

In memory of Marilyn Simons
Elaine and Lenny Lipton 

Harvey and  
   Susan Frisch Lehrer

Joel and Beth Radsken 

Murray and Barbara Akresh

Phoebe Sugarman

Sharon, Joel and Eric Karlin

Sheila Goldlust and  
     William Rota

Susan Staskin

In memory of Bill Simons
Sharon, Joel, and Eric  Karlin 

In memory of  
Ellen Perlman Simon

Hannah Simon Lauer 

In memory of Paul Rosenthal
Lawrence Rosenthal 

In memory of 
Harry Palefsky 
Max Solomon 
Sidney Solomon 
Murray Mandel

Marcia and Charles Mandel 

In memory of  
Delia Capriles Levy Maduro

Miriam Maduro

In memory of  
Bernard Snyder 
Nathan Bass

Ruth and Robert Waldheim 

In memory of  
Khinka Kogan 
Kogan Abram ben Meir

Yefim Kogan and  
     Galina Dobrynina

In memory of  
Augusta Leibowitz

Angela Lee 

Carole Siegel 

Caryn Francese

Dave Pill 

Diane Weinstein

Patricia and  
     Leonard Adelson

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer and Family

In honor of Rabbi David 
Weiner, for his kindness

Carol Silverman and  
     Shlomo Silman

In memory of  
David Bastow 
Percy Marcus

Ev Bastow

In memory of Sol Lusthaus
Gerald and Barbara Hayden

In memory of  
Jeanne Horelly Perlman

Jane Perlman and  
     Josh  Berthiaume

In memory of  
David Rosenthal 
Sally Moskowitz

Laura Rosenthal 

In memory of 
Donald C. Sugarman 
Ruth Kalmon Sugarman

Phoebe Sugarman 

In memory of Harold Sattin
Robert & Rhonda Sattin

In memory of Seymour Haft
Sheila Donath 

In memory of  
Ernest Waller 
Irma Waller

Stephen and Helen Radin

In memory of Harold Landes
Alexandra Warshaw

Amy Abramovich

Arlene and Gary Schiff

Carole Siegel

Cindy and Ed Helitzer 

Diane Weinstein

Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt

Ev Bastow

Fran and Joel Wolk 

Frederick Bitsky 

Jan and Harvey Zimbler 

Janet and  
     David Rothstein

Joel Curran 

Laura Rosenthal 

Len and Alice Schiller 

Leslie Fishbein and  
     Thomas Sebestyen 

Michael and Susan Albert

continued on page 14

Funds & Endowments
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Murray and  
     Barbara Akresh

Naomi Schwartz

Rabbi Yaacov and 
     Nina Rone

Richie and Marcie  
     Greenfield Simons

Sergey and  
     Natalya Yantovsky

Sharon, Joel and  
     Eric Karlin

Stu and Ellen Masters

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer, and Family 

Susan Staskin

In memory of Phyllis Curran
Alexandra Warshaw 

Arlene and Gary Schiff

Diane Weinstein

Maxine Bookless and  
     Nan Bookless 

Phoebe Sugarman

Regina Karas

Stu and Ellen Masters 

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer and Family

In memory of Jane Widitor
Alexandra Warshaw

Amy Abramovich

Dave Pill

Diane Weinstein

Molly Novick and Family

Nan Bookless and  
     Maxine Bookless

Phoebe Sugarman

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer, and Family

In memory of Larry Berke
Diane Weinstein 

Susan Frisch Lehrer,  
     Harvey Lehrer and Family

In memory of  
Nanette Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal

In memory of Jacob Kirsch
Loretta and Joel Prives

Refuah Shleimah to  
Simon Peimer

Simon and Luba Peimer 

In honor of  
Phyllis Lieberman’s  
special birthday

Stu and Ellen Masters     

In memory of  
Irene Kosowitz 
William Kosowitz 
Jack Gertner

Susan Kosowitz and  
     Richard Gertner

In memory of Robert Staskin
Susan Staskin

Get well wishes for Ed Udel
Amy Abramovich 

Brenda and Fred Landes

Nan Bookless and  
     Maxine Bookless 

In memory of Sylvia Flaster
Barbara Mandler 

In memory of Stanley Drate
Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt

In memory of  
Herman B. Perlman

Jane Perlman and  
     Joshua Berthiaume

In memory of  
Florrie Solomon

Rabbi Yaacov and  
     Nina Rone 

SHIREI SHABBAT MUSIC 
EQUIPMENT FUND 

In memory of Harold Landes
Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller

The Fleet Coleman Family

In memory of Phyllis Curran
Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller

The Fleet Coleman Family

In memory of Iris Cohen
Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller

The Fleet Coleman Family

In memory of Cheryl Katz
Naomi Schwartz

Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller 

In memory of  
Sarah Small 
Bob Cohen 
Jane Widitor 
June Woller

Diana Geller and  
     Andy Geller

In memory of  
Alan Jerome Seelenfreund 
Marilyn Simons

Regina Karas

In memory of  
Helene Coleman 
Margaret Fleet

The Fleet Coleman Family

JOSEPH AND PAULINE 
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Joseph Siegel 
Pauline Siegel

Sharon, Joel and  
     Eric Karlin 

Mazel Tov to Eric Karlin and 
Joel Karlin on their recent 
retirements

Jerry, Beth, and  
     Sherry Kaiman

In honor of Sharon Karlin as 
a 2023 Profile in Care award 
recipient

Joel Karlin 

Jerry, Beth, and  
     Sherry Kaiman 

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
David Sacks 
Lillian Sacks 
David Siegel
In honor of Leon Siegel’s  
85th Birthday

Sharon, Joel and Eric Karlin

STANLEY AND FAYE  
SIMKIN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Stanley Simkin
Peter Simkin 

Funds & Endowments continued from page 13

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND (CONT.) Between stimulus and response  
there is a space. In that space is  

our power to choose our response.  
In our response lies our  

growth and our freedom.
—Victor Frankl
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 In memory of  
Marilyn Simons

Amy and Howard Herman 

Andrew Weitzman 

Barbara and  
     Gerald Hayden 

Bill Frazier and 
     Diane Forsythe 

Carol and Len Simons 

David and Lea Finck 

Diane and  
     Denis Duquette 

Douglas Brown and  
     Jennifer Ryan-Brown 

Ellie and Mike Geller 

Gail and Russ Kaphan 

Gayle Brown and family 

Harriet Samuels 

Helen and Stephen Radin 

Janet and  
     David Rothstein 

Jill Wollins 

Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

John and Lorraine Tinger 

John Graziano 

Judith Gitelson 

Judy and Jeff Cook

Kathy Fraker and  
Joshua Yurfest 

Lanny Zuckerman 

Laura Rosenthal 

Lesley Oransky 

Lynette Dukehart 

Marc Rudoltz and  
     Lisa Hochman 

Nancy Ovitsky 

Pattie Lipman and  
     John Huffaker 

Paul Rosenthal and  
     Elaine Hantman 

Peter Smola 

Rabbi Jan Kaufman 

Rabbi Yaacov and  
      Nina Rone 

Robert and Elisa Bildner 

Robert and Patricia Geller 

Sally Chavarry 

Sergey and  
     Natalya Yantovsky 

Sheila Donath 

Steve and Ruth Rosenthal 

Suellen Havsy 

Terry and Art Wasser 

The Siegel Family

Minimum donation to  
funds is $5. Endowment 

fund minimum is $10.  
We welcome contributions 

in any amount.  
Contributions of less than  

$5 are not publicized. 

Funds & Endowments

WILLIAM AND MARILYN SIMONS ENDOWMENT

SOUTH COMMUNITY 
FOOD PANTRY 

in memory of 
Phyllis Curran  
Augusta Leibowit 
Larry Berke

Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

BERNARD AND SHIRLEY 
STARR ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Bernard Starr 
Shirley Starr

Sharon, Joel and Eric Karlin 

Jacalyn Starr and  
   Lauren Starr

SUMMER TENT FUND 

In memory of  
Augusta Leibowitz

Alexandra Warshaw 

ARTHUR AND TERRY  
WASSER ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Ida Rosenthal 
Augusta Leibowitz 
Harry Wasser 

In appreciation of all who 
sent us hamantashen

Art and Terry Wasser 

DAVID AND SUSAN  
ZUCKERMAN  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Gertrude Budnick 
Phyllis Curran

Susan Zuckerman 

Todah Rabah 
for your 
generosity

Welcome. 
We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 
We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 
We are here to bring life to the wisdom  

and values of Torah. 
We are here to transform our world.

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose

No one has ever become poor  
by giving.  —Anne Frank

I have found philanthropy deeply satisfying work. I encourage all people to engage in  
giving to others, be it through time or money. The point is to be involved. Helping is a joyful 

experience and enriches the giver as much as those who receive. By enabling people to do good 
work, I participate in a brighter future for the Jewish people and, I hope, all of humanity.

—Edgar Bronfman, Sr.



Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Permit  # 70 

learn. inspire. grow. together. 

16 Colt Road l Pittsfield, MA 01201 

knessetisrael.org

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 Where Does Challah Come From?
Knesset Israel is blessed with many talented, volunteer bakers.  

The challahs that grace our Kiddush tables and other occasions through-
out the year are baked by Susan Gordon and her team Cindy Helitzer,  
Sue Kelly, and Lisa Hochman. This year’s bake took place on April 30.
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