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From the Rabbi: A Sign of the Times?
Rabbi Weiner asks for your thoughts

A member recently called my attention 
to a sign posted near the tallit rack in 
KI’s lobby: “A kipahmust be worn by all 
males while attending services in the 
sanctuary.” Does the sign make sense to 
you? What issues of policy, vision, ritual, 
and education does it raise? If you were 
to rewrite that sign, what would it say, 
and why? What message should it send? 
What messages should it avoid?

When I wear a kipah, it reminds me to 
behave correctly and humbly, yet take 
pride in a distinctive Jewish path. The 
tallit, with its many layers of symbol-
ism, enfolds me in Torah and mitzvot, 
while reminding me that I am a part of 
the Jewish people. Tefillin connect me 
to Jews throughout the centuries, irre-
vocably bound to each other and to the 
covenant. They remind me of the im-
portance of serving G-d through mind, 
heart, and deed and set the tone for a 
more purposeful day. 

My observance of the rituals connect-
ed with kipah, tallit, and tefillin often 
takes place at Knesset Israel, which pres-
ents itself as an egalitarian synagogue 

where participation and responsibility 
are shared among all adult members. 
Gender inclusivity is a point of pride for 
this community, as it is for many Conser-
vative synagogues all over the world. KI 
congregants celebrate how adults of any 
gender might lead services, chant Torah, 

study Torah, recite the Shema, wave the 
lulav, sign a ketubah as a witness, and 
sound the shofar, even though these ac-
tivities were reserved for men until the 
mid-twentieth century. Many are aware 
that anyone can light shabbat candles 

Rabbi Rachel Barenblatt (Congregation Beth Israel, North Adams, Massachusetts) 

Photograph by ©
 Len Radin

continued on page 3
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Birthdays and Anniversaries  
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•

In This Issue Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

We all need some good news these days.  
Your community wants to share  

in the joy.

If you don't have good news of your 
own—tell us about your friends.

Special Birthdays, Milestones,  
Awards Won, Books Published… 

any and all nachas. 
•

Send KOL K.I. editor Dee Griswold the 
details: deegriswold@gmail.com.

High-resolution photographs welcome.

n Congratulations to Carrie Lobovits 
Wright on her new position as real es-
tate agent at Jan Perry Realty & Associ-
ates, LLC. Carrie is an example of mak-
ing lemonade during lockdown. While 
home-schooling her children, Carrie 
used her “spare” time to study for her  
realtor’s license on line in the evenings. 
We admire her commitment and we wish 
her the best of luck in her new career. 

n Shadow (Julia) Gordon, daughter of 
Alice Davenport and Sanford (Sandy) 
Gordon, was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on January 22, 2022. See full ar-
ticle on page 2 of the December/January 
issue of Kol K.I. 

n Mazel Tov to Rabbi Pamela Wax on 
the upcoming publication of her first 
book of poetry, Walking the Labyrinth. 
Most of the collection was written over 
the three and a half years after her 
brother Howard’s suicide, and proved a 
way to guide her through her grief. The 
book will be published by Main Street 
Rag Publishing and will be released in 
the Spring of 2022. 

Editor’s note: More information about the 
book can be found at mainstreetragbook 
store.com.

n You read it here first! In October 2021, 
Kol K.I. ran an article by Jacob Klein, an-
nouncing his business, Berkshire Weath-
er. Jacob, 14 years old and a self-de-
scribed “Weather Warlock,” is founder 
and CEO of his own weather forecasting 
website and blog, berkshireweather.com. 
The Klein family are members of KI. Since 
that article appeared, Jacob has extend-
ed his reach, landing a spot as local me-
teorologist on WTBR (89.7 FM), and has 
become the go-to weather source for 
the Pittsfield Police Department and the 
Pittsfield Public Schools. On January 11, 
2022, The Berkshire Eagle ran a compre-
hensive, full-color, first-page story about 
him. The article, like Jacob, is both de-
lightful and impressive. We strongly rec-
ommend that you visit his website and 
sign up for his homey, personable daily 
weather forecasts. “Cheers” and kudos, 
Jacob!
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From the RabbiMember Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

or say kiddush, despite traditions that designate 
those rituals for one member of a household or 
another. 

Still, inconsistencies persist, and they seem to 
cluster around ritual clothing–kipah, tallit, and 
tefillin. The sign above the kipot, which requires 
men to wear one but says nothing about wom-
en, is one example. A quick look around the 
sanctuary at a morning service will reveal that 
all Jewish men are asked (read: “required”) to 
wear a tallit at certain times at KI, but that Jew-
ish women have no such responsibility. At Ju-
nior Congregation, however, girls and boys are 
required to wear a miniature tallit; only boys 
must wear a kipah. There is an even more pro-
nounced difference between men and women with respect to tefillin at KI, echoing 
the experience of many other Conservative synagogues and camps. 

That men and women dress differently at prayer is more a result of culture than of 
religious vision. Jewish tradition long required boys and men to cover their heads at 
prayer, if not all the time. On the other hand, when a woman wore a hat, it meant she 
was married. Once upon a time, perhaps the tallit, especially one with a more tradi-
tional pattern, would have seemed a particularly masculine piece of clothing; tefillin 
probably still are. The fact that these garments are still perceived to be optional for 
women reflects a history of women being forbidden to wear them.

Cultural observations may explain our current, idiosyncratic practice, but they do not 
need to determine either our path forward or how we teach the next generation. “Re-
quired” for those of one gender and “optional” for those of another may be tradition-
al, but is not egalitarian. Do we want to continue to carry this tradition as we have 

received it, or are we prepared to 
change our approach and update 
the signs?

How might we make the most of 
such an opportunity? I hope to 
hear your ideas and reflections. 
Please drop me a note.

A Sign of the Times?  continued from page 1

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•

together.
Supportive calls to other members

KI Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•

Do we want to continue to carry this tradition  
as we have received it, or are we prepared to  
change our approach and update the signs? 

I hope to hear your ideas and reflections.

We Can Do It image: Creative Commons  
(attribution non-commercial share alike)

Kipah photo: Nan Bookless
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Jesse Cook-Dubin

From the President

I hope that you have been able to enjoy December and January despite 
the Omicron variant and are finding opportunities for renewal this cal-
endar year. 

I’m using my column this month to share some information about the KI 
Board of Directors: who is on it, how they came to be on it, how it oper-
ates, what decisions it makes. A few members have asked me these kinds 
of questions; plus, it is important that the congregation understand how 
the directors carry out the responsibilities you’ve entrusted to them.

The Board consists of 13 officers, elected for terms of two years each;  
18 at-large directors who are divided into three groups so that one third  
are up for election every year; and all past presidents of the shul. Elec-
tions of the officers and at-large directors take place at the Annual Meeting in June, to 
which the entire congregation is invited. Rabbi Weiner attends Board meetings. The 
Board meets every month.

The current members of the Board are:

• Officer     * Past President

In addition, KI has a number of committees that report to the Board. The chairs of 
those committees occasionally attend Board meetings.

The strength and diversity of the Board are not accidental. KI’s Constitution anticipates 
regular turnover of Board seats for the health of the synagogue: the elected directors 
are limited to four consecutive three-year terms. A Nominating Committee composed 
of Board members and others meets each spring to identify potential members. We 
all owe thanks to the Nominating Committee, consisting of Elisa Snowise, Bobbi Cohn, 
Eve Edwards, Carole Siegel, and Richie Simons, which met in 2021. They identified sev-
eral terrific new members who are already making an impact.

Each Board meeting begins with a d’var Torah and report from Rabbi Weiner. Rabbi 
Weiner has a huge portfolio, and his report can cover any number of topics: social ac-
tion, adult education and programming, relationships with other congregations and 
clergy, youth education, and his own professional development. Our treasurer, Ed He-
litzer, provides a summary of the detailed monthly financial report that we circulate pri-
or to the meeting along with the minutes of the prior meeting and reports from several 

vice presidents and com-
mittee chairs. 

There are decisions the 
Board needs to make that 
require discussion and a 
formal vote. KI’s Board is 
responsible for approving 
the annual budget, super-
vising the rabbi, and es-
tablishing many of KI’s pol-
icies. Discussion is always 

robust—often resulting in 
improvements to the proposal on the  
table—but in the end all votes during my 
time on the Board have been unanimous 
or nearly unanimous.

Our current practice is to reserve the 
remainder of the meeting for in-depth 
discussion of one or two strategic issues. 
At the December meeting, Phil Coleman, 
chair of the Music Committee, led a dis-
cussion, which you will see summarized 
elsewhere in this edition of Kol K.I., about 
the role of music at KI. Previous topics 
of discussion included outreach to new 
members and how to build on our High 
Holy Day services and programs. These 
conversations bring KI’s priorities into 
focus. I will only speak for myself on this, 
but for me, they are also energizing—I 
have walked away from each of our dis-
cussions impressed by the talent and 
thoughtfulness of our directors and ex-
cited about the future.

Thank you very much to our Board mem-
bers and their families for their commit-
ment to our congregation.

Jesse Cook-Dubin, President

K.I.'s Board of Directors
Everything you wanted to know…

Stephen Miller

Gary Schiff

Carole Siegel

Charles Mandel

Stuart Masters 

Laura Rosenthal

Len Schiller *
Jeffrey Siegel

Marcie Greenfield  
     Simons •

Eve Edwards

Heidi Ferren •
Joan Grossman

Edwin Helitzer •
Matthew Herzberg

Rabbi Jan Kaufman

Everett Lamm •
Jilly Lederman

Alan Metzger •

Amy Abramovich •
Bernie Abramson

Alan Cohen

Leonard Cohen *
Bobbi Cohn *•
Jeff Cook *•
Judy Cook *•
Jesse Cook-Dubin •
Jonathan Denmark *•

Richie Simons *
Mark Snowise

Susan Staskin

Don Sugarman •
Ed Udel *
Alexandra  
    Warshaw •
Fran Wolk 

Jan Zimbler
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Board of Directors

KI’s Board of Directors spent most of its December meeting discussing the role of 
music at KI. Phil Coleman led the discussion in his capacity as chair of the Music 
Committee. Phil’s role includes identifying opportunities for music at KI, organizing 
the lineup (and wardrobe) of service leaders and musicians for Shirei Shabbat, and 
writing lyrics for the Purim band. He also participates in the band as a guitarist and 
percussionist. 

Prior to the meeting, Phil and I sent four questions to the Board to stimulate thought 
and discussion:

1. How important do you believe musical events are to new member recruit-
ment at KI?

2. What opportunities do you see for expanding the role of music at KI?

3. How effective a job are we doing of publicizing KI’s musical events—meaning 
shabbat services with musical instruments (Shirei Shabbat and “musical minyan”), 
KI Gala, Purim concert, Berkshire Jewish Musicians Collective performances,  
Simhat Torah, and occasional events, such as the 2020 virtual Hannuka concert?

4. To what extent should we be collaborating (more than we already are) with 
other organizations that put on Jewish musical events, such as the Jewish Feder-
ation of the Berkshires, or secular arts organizations such as Tanglewood?

The Board had a lot to say about how central music has become at KI. The music program 
as it now exists is in its 13th year. (Yes, it’s the bar mitzvah year of the Purim Band—that 
is a hint about this year’s setlist.) Shirei Shabbat is now a mainstay of KI programming, 
especially when we are able to gather for dinner afterward in the Social Hall. KI’s mu-
sicians are heavily involved in regional Jewish music initiatives, participating regularly 
in Shabbat Across the Berkshires and representing a majority of the Berkshire Jewish 
Musicians Collective. 

Members of the Board felt that music is a key aspect of KI’s appeal to new and existing 
members. The feedback that Board members get from visitors is that we have “nailed” 
the balance of incorporating musical instruments into relatively traditional egalitari-
an Hebrew-language services. We encourage any KI member to invite a prospective 
member to Shirei Shabbat dinner at no charge; please contact Diana in the office if 
you are ever interested in doing that. One member of the Board said there was terrific 
music at the open mic event in the tent this summer, and noted that that event had 
resulted in at least one new membership. 

The consensus was that KI could be doing more to publicize music-related events. 
One member of the Board suggested asking one of the musicians to serve as the cen-
tral, organizing force for publicizing these events via traditional and electronic media. 
Another noted that KI’s livestream reaches people around the world, and that these 
events could speak to an audience outside the Berkshires. We will be following up on 
the publicity-related suggestions.

Other ideas that emerged from this discussion include putting video clips in the week-
ly email—Rabbi Weiner seized on that right away by including a link to a clip of the De-
cember Musical Minyan in an email about COVID-19 protocols; making an album; ex-
panding the number and variety of concerts we put on, some of them in collaboration 
with other Jewish and non-Jewish organizations; and firmly reestablishing the role of 

a klezmer band in our Simhat Torah ser-
vice, as we were starting to do prior to 
the pandemic.

We are considering including summaries 
of Board meetings in future editions of 
Kol K.I. Please let me know if you found 
this update helpful and would like to see 
such summaries in the future.

Submitted by 
Jesse Cook-Dubin, President

December Board Meeting Recap
Discussion: The role of music at Knesset Israel

Knesset Israel 
Statement of Purpose

Welcome.
 

We are here to nourish mind,  
heart, and soul.

 

We are here to inspire through  
word and deed.

 

We are here to accompany  
each other on life’s journey. 

 

We are here to celebrate  
in community.

 

We are here to bring life  
to the wisdom and values of Torah.

 

We are here to transform  
our world.
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Member Mitzvahs (continued)

yom nisuyim sameach
February Anniversaries

n Michael & Ellie Geller ........................................................................................................February 7

n Michael and Barbara Ende ........................................................................................... February 23

February Birthdays
yom huledet sameach

n John Frankenthaler ................. February 3

n Pamela Wax................................ February 3

n Kaetah Klein  ............................. February 3

n Helen Radin  .............................. February 4

n Herman Rotenberg ................. February 4

n Leslie Fishbein .......................... February 4

n Beth Radsken  ........................... February 5

n Gabriel Dahari  .......................... February 5

n Barbara Mandler  ..................... February 6

n Richard Fuhrman  .................... February 7

n Elaine Shindler .......................... February 8

n Nan Bookless  ............................ February 9

n Eugene Leibowitz ..................February 10

n Luba Peimer.............................February 10

n Joseph Weinberg ...................February 10

n Susan Abramowitz ................February 11

n Ashley Todd  ............................February 11

n Hailey Leonard  ......................February 11

n Everett Lamm ..........................February 12

n Adam Lehrer  ...........................February 14

n Alexandra Hochfelder  .........February 14

n Michael Lippe  ........................February 14

n Marcie Kammel ......................February 16

n Ronney Rosenberg  ..............February 16

n Carole Siegel  ..........................February 17

n Donald Sugarman  ................February 17

n Kika Cook-Dubin  ...................February 17

n Jerome Socolof  ......................February 18

n Av Kadish  .................................February 19

n Matthew Herzberg  ...............February 20

n Michael Stoll ............................February 21

n Arthur Wasser  ........................February 22

n Myra Promisel  ........................February 26

n Harry Waizer  ...........................February 26

n Karen Pelto  ..............................February 26

n Diana Geller  ............................February 28

n Estelle Leibowitz ....................February 28

Remember a loved one, honor a special occasion, 
a friend, or family member with a donation  

to the Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006.

A Prayer for Everything…

Sharing our warmth with others

Help us O Source of light and heat to 
share our warmth with others.

May we never be too cool to be 
bothered with someone else’s sorrows.

May we never turn a cold shoulder to 
those who cry for help.

When warmth and gentleness are 
needed let us not be cold and hard as ice. 

When fires of hatred and violence burn 
let us not be frozen with fear.

When fragments of shattered hopes 
fly through the night air like shards of 
broken glass may we stand before the 
Source of Oneness and try yet again to 
restore the wholeness and holiness we 
seek. 

May this be our blessing and let us say: 
Amen.

This prayer is a reminder that as the days 
get colder, not everyone with a home can 
afford to turn up the thermostat. Locally 
we can help by giving to the Pittsfield Area 
Council of Congregations Fuel Fund.
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On November 10, Families Together and the KI Hebrew School participated in a 
high-spirited banana bread making event. The breads were destined to be added 
to the food packages being assembled by Thanksgiving Angels to be delivered to 
1450 families in Pittsfield.

On the following day, older students and parents worked at the South Communi-
ty Food Pantry, packing and storing hundreds of cartons to be ready for distribu-
tion over the weekend before Thanksgiving.

Thanks to all of our students, parents, and community members for making our 
support of this interfaith effort so successful!

Hebrew School

Giving Back
Wrapping, baking, boxing…
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Options for Saying Kaddish 
We encourage people who are looking to say kaddish to:  

n (a) attend services in person

n (b) watch a livestream service and say kaddish along with 
the assembled minyan that can be seen and heard on 
screen. 

n (c) participate in our Zoom services—Tuesday or Thurs-
day evenings on a day close to the Yahrzeit—and say 
kaddish.

Please keep in mind that, if there is no minyan in the sanc-
tuary for a livestream service, mourners’ kaddish will not 
be recited.

Kol K.I.

The livestream is broadcast to knessetisrael.org/livestream 
and on Knesset Israel’s channel on the Boxcast app on Roku,  
Kindle FireTV, and AppleTV. 

t
t

How to Livestream

In-person safety protocols continue to evolve in response  
to risks associated with the pandemic and our local context. 
Periodic updates about changes to masking rules, social dis-
tancing, and programming will be shared with the congrega-
tion by email. 

Vaccination is required for attendance at services and commu-
nal meals for everyone who is eligible to receive a vaccine.

Safety Protocols

There is an inner connection between  
music and the spirit…So, when we 

pray, we do not read; we sing. When 
we engage with sacred texts, we do 
not recite; we chant. Every text and 

every time has, in Judaism,  
its own specific melody.

— Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Music, Language of the Soul

The Jewish calendar is based on the phases of the moon. Be-
cause 12 lunar months total about 11 days shorter than the so-
lar calendar, a 13th month is added seven times in a 19-year 
cycle, resulting in a leap year. Leap year in Hebrew is Shanah 
Me'uberet, or pregnant year. 

Our current year—5782—is pregnant. The extra month is add-
ed after the month of Shevat and before the month of Adar. It 
is called Adar I. The month of Adar is then referred to as Adar II. 

Jewish folklore considers Adar a lucky and happy month.

Help alleviate food insecurity. KI's Social Justice Committee 
has been working closely with South Congregational Church to 
deliver food. We have a constant, pressing need for more peo-
ple who can drive every week and for people who can commit 
to helping out occasionally when extra hands are needed. De-
liveries are on Mondays at 11:30 a.m. They take about an hour, 
and masks are required. For more information, email Nancy 
Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is  
requested that you refrain from conducting synagogue busi-
ness via email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer requests to Diana by email 
at office@knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. Friday mornings.

Hamantashen. Orders for bags of Hamantashen are due by  
Friday, February 11. See page 9 for details.

The Pregnant Year
The months Adar l and Adar ll explained
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February Calendar

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN 
    IN PERSON  ....................................................................8:45 a.m. 

n  TUESDAY / EVENING DAVENING
     ZOOM ID # 934-910-554 ............................................7:00 p.m.

n  THURSDAY / EVENING DAVENING
     ZOOM ID # 934-910-554 ............................................7:00 p.m.

n  FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT 
    IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM ........................................5:45 p.m.
            Every Friday with the following special events 
            • Friday, February 4—Shirei Shabbat ................5:30 p.m. 
               followed by dinner.   
              (SEE NEXT COLUMN TOP FOR DETAILS) 

            • Friday, February 11—Musical Minyan .............5:45 p.m
.
n  SATURDAY / SHABBAT SERVICE
    IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM ........................................9:30 a.m. 
    Source Sheets—padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/sourcesheets

Candle  Lighting
FEBRUARY:

Friday, February 4 ...........................................................4:52 p.m.
Friday, February 11 .........................................................5:01 p.m.
Friday, February 18 .........................................................5:10 p.m.
Friday, February 25 .........................................................5:19 p.m.

Adult  Education
CLASSES 

n  HEBREW 
    Reading practice, vocabulary, structure, meaning,  
    comprehension with Judith Weiner. Meets in person in 
    the KI library 
    Tuesdays, February 1, 8  & 15 .........................10:00 a.m. 
 
n  DYNAMIC JUDAISM: Societal Change and  
    Jewish Response with Rabbi David Weiner 
    Topic: personal status & relationships—egalitarianism, 
    gender, sexual orientation, wedding, marriage.

              Thursday mornings 
    February 3, 10 & 17 ...............................10:45 a.m.-noon

              To join ZOOM: bit.ly//thursdaymorningadulted

              Source sheets:  
    padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/sourcesheets

Services

n  SHIREI SHABBAT 
            Friday, March 4 .....................................................5:45 p.m. 
 
n  PURIM
           Light dinner and megillah reading. Come in Costume! 
           Wednesday, March 16 ........................... 5:30 p.m. (dinner)  
  ............................................................ 6:15 p.m. (service)

            Purim Concert with the KI Band 
            Saturday, March 19 ...............................................8:15 p.m.

Save  the  Dates

      Shirei 
Shabbat

n  Friday, February 4 (and upcoming: Friday, March 4) 
 Musical Service .....................................................5:30 p.m. 
 Dinner by reservation ......................................... 6:30 p.m. 

 $20/adult (if feasible); free for under 18 
 Registration deadline is January 31 (for Feb. 4 dinner) 
 and February 28 (for March 4 dinner).

 Space may be limited due to health & safety  
 precautions

These programs are sponsored by a Rekindle Shabbat grant 
from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation

n  Sunday, February 13 ...........................................1:00-3:00 p.m.

KI WINTER OLYMPICS AT BOUSQUET! Tubing and 
snacks at Bousquet. No fee but RSVP a must.  Please indi-
cate how many will go tubing (you must be 42" tall to go 
tubing). RSVP by February 9  and any questions to Judith 
at jweiner@knessetisrael.org

Families  Together
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Spotlight On

Hello, Judy, and welcome 
to my column this month. 
It's great to have you 
and there is a lot to talk 
about. I'll start by asking 
you about the leadership 
and wonderful service 
work you've performed in 
the community over the 
years: Girls Club, Hadassah Presi-
dent, KI Board and Sisterhood, Fed-
eration, and many others. What are 
some of the highlights you would 
like to tell us about?

Judy: I am sure when we moved 
here some people said, “We have a 
live one!” I admit I have worn many 
hats. Being President of Hadassah 
and Sisterhood were not quite as 
demanding as the Federation or the 
Knesset Israel Presidency. (Jeffrey 
said I made the KI position a full time 
job). It certainly was not something 
I had aspired to–I had never even 
been on the Board. Ileen Cohen 
and Jan Zimbler rang my doorbell 
at 10:00 p.m. one night. They had 
come from a Board meeting and 
were desperate, since a new rabbi 
(Rabbi Small) was arriving and they 
had no KI president. That was some 
four-year term!

Being involved outside the Jewish 
Community was important to me so I 
gave time to the Girls’ Club (one of my 
mom’s passions) and to Tanglewood as a 
volunteer.

Since Knesset Israel has been my main 
focus now, I am the Financial Secretary  
(I hope it is not forever). I am on the 
Cemetery Committee. I am an active 
participant in the Berkshire Jewish Film 
Festival—mostly I do the ads, and once 
in while I cook a meal.

 

Judy Cook
A life in service to family and community—by Phil Coleman

Fundraising is often the most difficult 
task any volunteer has to attempt. 
Many of us see you as the most effec-
tive person in the synagogue and com-
munity at this task. You're great at it. 
What are some of the challenges and 
joys of fundraising?

Judy: I am not sure why I seem to do so 
much fundraising. Maybe I have not seen 
people cross the street when they see 
me coming. I have always been part of 
raising money for the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires–the umbrella organi-

zation that holds our Jew-
ish community together 
and supports Israel. Help-
ing keep KI fiscally sound 
is very important, and not 
enough people want to 
ask others for money. I am 
a “people” person and I be-
lieve strongly that you have 

to treat everyone with dignity and 
respect. I never demand. Everyone 
has different circumstances, and you 
must listen–but you also must ask. 
Fundraising is also a way of commu-
nicating with members in a social 
way–we probably do not do enough 
of that. Most people like to feel that 
they belong. 

You must have a deep and abiding 
love for Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple. Can you delve into this a little 
for us?

Judy: I grew up in a strong Jewish 
home. I went to Hebrew school four 
days a week and attended services. 
My father felt that Israel should be 
part of our (I have two sisters) ed-
ucation, and we each spent a sum-
mer in Israel when we were teen-
agers. Jeffrey and I have travelled 
to Israel through Hadassah and the 
Federation. We spent a month on a 
special program with our three chil-

dren when they were young. My sisters 
and their families, along with our family  
(40 of us in all), went on a very special  
10-day tour in 2019. Now our grandson, 
Avi Snowise, has made Aliyah to Israel 
and is serving in the IDF. So we have a 
deep, continuing focus on Israel through 
FaceTime and WhatsApp. 

You and the entire Cook family are true 
stalwarts of Knesset Israel. You’ve won 
the Micah Award for exceptional ser-
vice. What is it that you like most about 
the synagogue?

Judy Cook

[KI] has been a second family to us…  
Our family learned what it is to belong to a 

 community and to be part of something  
beyond themselves. 
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Judy: The Synagogue has been a second 
family to us, our children and grandchil-
dren. It has enriched our lives in many 
ways, educated us, and given us won-
derful friends. Our family learned what it 
is to belong to a community and to be 
part of something beyond themselves. 
As a bonus we have learned a lot about 
our faith. 

How can we grow and prosper at KI, 
considering the challenges of member-
ship, Covid, and attracting young fami-
lies to the Berkshires?

Judy: I am basically an optimist. This 
past year we gained 18 new members 
and our membership committee has 
become more active. We were the only 
congregation with in-sanctuary services 
along with livestream during Covid. We 
have had strict and careful criteria for safe 
gathering. Having a tent was also a big 
asset. Yes, we would like to attract more 
young families, but they don’t seem to 
be the ones moving here. I believe we 
have the best congregational education 
program anywhere, starting with Junior 
Congregation and going through B’nai 
Mitzvah. The kids we turn out prove the 
case. 

Tell us a little about who you are out-
side the Jewish world. What about hob-
bies, interests, and things that might 
be left on your "bucket list."

Judy: I love to read and probably read 
a book a week. I enjoy walking, playing 
tennis (platform tennis in the winter). 
Hiking and kayaking are fun. I am a “re-
tired” skier. As an aside, I love to listen to 
The ‘50s on 5 in my car. My bucket list: 
spending time with our children and 8 
grandchildren. That could fill the bucket.

Judy, this was just delightful and you 
speak so warmly. Thanks for doing this 
with me!

 

Order Hamantashen Now!
The deadline for ordering is February 11
There is still time to order your delicious Hamantashen, 
made by volunteer bakers here at KI. Order forms were 
mailed to all members’ homes in early January. If you 
have misplaced or didn’t receive yours, email the office and Diana 
will get one to you. Order forms and payment must be at Knesset Israel by February 11.

Mishloach Manot Gift Bags and Hamantashen are available by the dozen for $14 a bag. 
Reciprocation ($200) and Inclusiveness ($300) options are available as well.  

We will not mail orders to your family and friends this year, but you may, of course, 
purchase and mail them yourself. Participating in this project is a great way to fulfill 
one of the mitzvot of Purim while also supporting Knesset Israel.

On Purim it is said: “Whoever stretches out his hand, we give to him." 

This literally means that we must freely give charity to whoever asks for it—with no 
questions asked. Purim is celebrated primarily through two mitzvot: Mishloach Manot 
and Matanot La’evyonim. Mishloach Manot is the practice of giving gifts to friends and 
family and Matanot La’evyonim is the act of giving gifts to the poor. 

Please email any questions to Cindy Helitzer at chelitzer2012@gmail.com.

Photo by Susan Geller

This is the story of a people which was scattered over 
all the world and yet remained a single family, a nation 
which time and again was doomed to destruction and 

yet, out of the ruins, rose to new life. —Abba Kovner

Carol Silverman & Shlomo Silman

Rabbi Seth Wax, Elisabeth Berger, 
 and daughter Mia

Joseph and Patricia Finkelstein 

Robert and Linda Friedman

Linda and William Ackerman

Julia Kaplan

Luba and Simon Peimer

Hattie Leonard and daughter Hailey 

Barry Carman

Steve and Wendy Feingold

Sanford Gordon and Alice Davenport

Serge Lippe and Deborah Speyer

Paula Korman

Robert Fried and Karen Kowgios

Susan Kosowitz and Richard Gertner

William Klein

Linda and Phil Halpern

Ben Heyman

KI's New Members 2021 
Baruchim Ha'baim—Welcome to all who come

The entire congregation and staff extend a sincere  
welcome to those who have recently joined Knesset Israel.

We look forward to continuing to pray, study, socialize, and 
work together to strengthen our community.
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Join these savvy 
business owners 

KOL K.I. is a targeted  
bulletin containing information  
our members want. It is mailed 

to every member household.
 

These ANNUAL rates are the 
BEST you will find in the County.

1/8th page H.............$350. 
10 issues......only $35/issue

1/4th page V.............$700. 
10 issues......only $70/issue

1/2 page H................$1400.  
10 issues.....only $140 /issue

For an ad spec sheet contact  
Nan Bookless  

at chama2194@gmail.com 
.............................................

These advertisers help 
bring KOL K.I. to you. 

We thank them.
Please support their businesses.

Advertisers
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Adopt an "Orphan" Headstone 
Many of the older headstones in the KI cemetery are in need of cleaning but have 
no descendants to arrange it. By donating the $65 cleaning fee, you can have one 

cleaned. Contact Don Sugarman at cemetery@knessetisrael.org.

Become a Shomer 
Shomrim, 'watchers,' fulfill an important Jewish burial tradition by sitting with a 

person's aron (coffin) until the funeral. Shomrim work in shifts. Please call  
Alexandra Warshaw at 413-443-1434 for more information.

Help South Congregational Church Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Congregational Church 
Food Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a check to the  

KI office. Please designate the church food pantry in the memo. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Social Justice Committee are currently distributing food  

cartons to families in Pittsfield. Carton packers and volunteer drivers are needed. 
For more information, email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

KI Cares
Volunteer with the KI Cares Committee. Members phone other members who are 

in need of a sincere connection. They also rally around others in our congrega-
tion who are experiencing illness and help when they can. If interested, contact 

Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to trans-
portation. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer drivers with neighbors who 

need a ride to health-related activities, including vaccination. Please call  Wheels 
for Wellness at 413-395-0109 to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedaka. These donations are 

the foundation of all that KI can offer, including unforeseen expenses for security 
and service options. Donate to a Fund or Endowment in honor or memory of 

family, friends, and occasions. These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan. If you would like to 

know more about how you might make such a commitment, email Arlene Schiff 
at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

 

Tzedaka Opportunities

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

These are just a few of the ways you can help others. If you know of a tzedaka  
opportunity you would like listed, please email Dee Griswold (deegriswold@gmail.com).

t
PASTORAL CARE

If you need emergency pastoral care for 
any reason, please contact Rabbi Weiner, 
413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS 

Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli Fu-
neral Home. Please call 413-663-6523 
or 413-442-1733. You can also email  
flynndagnoli@albany.twcbc.com.

Emergency Contacts



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Funds & Endowments

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

Louise Penney 

In memory of Harold Novick
 Alan & Margie Metzger 

In memory of 
Harold Novick
Irving Lerner
Jeff May
Larry Newmark

Diana Geller & Andy Geller 

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of 
Max Bookless
Muriel Bookless Medney

Maxine Bookless &  
Nan Bookless     

BOBBY BRAUN  
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

In memory of 
Harold Novick

Brenda & Fred Landes 
Ev Bastow 

In memory of 
Jeff May

Brenda & Fred Landes 
Naomi Schwartz  
Beth & Bernie Abramson     

In memory of 

Joel Bastow
Marc &  
     Nancy Binnie Bastow 

In memory of  Lillian Strul
     Ev Bastow 

In memory of Morris Geller
Susan Geller    

CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of 
Jim Whitcomb
Joan Kaiser

Nan & Allan Lipton 

In memory of  Sam Ganter
Bernice & Gary Turetsky 

Get well wishes to 
Don Sugarman

     Phyllis & Joel Curran 

In memory of  Vera Granter
     Gary & Bernice Turetsky 

CEMETERY GATE  
AND ROADS

In memory of 
Bessie Goldenberg

 Dave Pill 

CHEVRA KADISHA 

In memory of  Elissa Landes
Brenda & Fred Landes     

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 

In honor of 
Bob Berend's 90th Birthday!

In memory of 
Jeff May
Marty Bloom
Rebecca Hirsch

Bobbi & Mike Cohn    

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT

In memory of Esther Shuman
     Phyllis & Joel Curran 

    

FAMILY EDUCATION FUND 
In memory of 
Joyce Levine Abecassis

Cecily Levine     

FUEL FUND: PITTSFIELD 
AREA COUNCIL OF  
CONGREGATIONS 

In honor of Ari Weiner on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah

Allen & Ellen Rosenblatt  
Carole Siegel  
Joan Grossman  
Steve & Ruth Rosenthal  
Karen & Bruce Jacobs    

HARRY AND ENID  
FUHRMAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of 
Ben Cohen
Enid Fuhrman
Harry Fuhrman
Mae Fuhrman
Rabbi Morris Fuhrman
Tillie Cohen

Meryl & Richard Cooper 

    
MADELINE GALANTER 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 
Harold Novick
Richard Kritzer

     Beth & Bernie Abramson 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Alexandra Kaplan 
Bill & Beth Kramer Katz 
Av Kadish & Goldy Fried

In honor of  Diane I. Weinstein
Laura Clews 

In memory of Doris Schifrin
Herman & Gayle Rotenberg    

In memory of  Ellen Simon
Donald Simon 

In memory of  Eve Goldberg
Brett Goldberg 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
(continued)   
In memory of Harold Novick

Arlene & Gary Schiff  
Brenda & Joe Eckstein  
Laura Rosenthal     

In memory of 
Max Solomon
Sidney Solomon
Harry Palefsky

Marcia & Charles Mandel    

In memory of Irving Lerner
Harriet Samuels     

In memory of Jeff May
Amy Renak  
Brenda & Joe Eckstein  
Ellen Ross  
Joyce Sullivan  
Judy Moss  
Juliane Hiam  
Laura Rosenthal  
Rob & Janine Wolkon  
The Helitzer Family  
Laura Rotenberg  
     & Jeff Yeager  
Alexandra Warshaw 
Elizabeth Eagleson  
Mary & Joseph Haddad 
Patrick Reuss  
Roberta Rifkin   

In appreciation of 
Rabbi David Weiner

Kara Thornton 

In memory of 
Paul Rosenthal
Sidney Rosenthal

Lawrence Rosenthal 

In memory of Vera Gangel
Barbara Gershen Schwartz 

In memory of William Schifrin
Herman & Gayle Rotenberg 

 In memory of William Taubin
Rochelle Leinwand  
     & Morton Taubin 

Minimum donation to funds is $5.  
Endowment fund minimum is $10. 

We welcome contributions in any amount. Contributions of less 
than $5 are not publicized. Thank you for your generosity.
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HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
In honor of  Ari Weiner on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah

Alan & Margie Metzger 
Brenda & Fred Landes  
Don & Phoebe Sugarman 
Jenny Gitlitz  
Pattie Lipman  
     & John Huffaker 

In memory of 
Archie Snyder
Bernard Snyder

Sandra & Andrew Snyder

In honor of  Benji Dahari 
on the occasion of his bar 
mitzvah

 Brenda & Fred Landes 

In memory of Feiga Drate
Ellen & Allen Rosenblatt     

In memory of Harold Novick
Beth & Bernie Abramson 

In memory of Jeff May
Leslie Fishbein  
     & Thomas Sebestyen  
The Weeks Family 

In honor of Joe Weiner's 
laining Torah

Pattie Lipman & John Huffaker 

In memory of  
Phyllis Rossomando

Janet & David Rothstein     

KIDDUSH FUND 

In memory of 
Seymour Yanofski
Larry Newmark

Len & Alice Schiller 

In memory of 
Shirley Metzger
Michael Mass

In honor of 
Lindsay Helitzer's new baby

Alan & Margie Metzger 

In memory of Sheila R. Gitlitz
Jenny Gitlitz 

JACOB AND LILLIAN KLEIN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Jacob Klein
 Elaine Epstein & Family 

    
MILTON KOLODKIN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of 
Sally Ann Sipser

Barbara Kolodkin 

LIBRARY BOOK RESERVE 

In memory of 
Sara Bass Lazerus

Maxine Bookless  
     & Nan Bookless 

LIVESTREAMING  
OF SERVICES 

In memory of 
Barbara Jacobs
Pearl Karlin Jacobs

In honor of the birth of 
a baby girl to Sarah Axe, 
Maxine Stein's daughter

Sharon, Joel & Eric Karlin     

HAROLD NOVICK  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  Harold Novick
Bobbi & Mike Cohn  
Carole Siegel  
Jan & Harvey Zimbler  
Judy Moss  
Larry Wolfson  
Laura & Julius Kahn  
Len & Alice Schiller  
Richard & Marcie  
     Greenfield Simons  
Tanya & Arnold Mazurenko  
The Helitzer Family 

RABBI'S   
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Viktor Rashkes

In memory of  
Ann Frank Ronberg

Rabbi Yaacov & Nina Rone     

In memory of Anne Kirsch
Loretta & Joel Prives     

In memory of 
Archie Snyder
Bernard Snyder

Ruth & Robert Waldheim 

In honor of Ari Weiner on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah

Bobbi & Mike Cohn  
Linda & Phil Halpern  
Marian & Marshall Raser     

In memory of Ben Hayden
Barbara & Gerald Hayden 

In memory of 
Edward Skoletsky

Louis Skoletsky 

Get well wishes  
for Merle Ferber

Phyllis & Joel Curran     

In memory of Harold Novick
Cecily Levine & Amy Levine  
Diane Weinstein  
Ev Bastow  
Harvey & Susan Frisch Lehrer  
Joanna & Ellis Fribush  
Molly Novick  
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky  
Judy Seaman 

In memory of Helene Coleman
Phil Coleman & Robin Fleet 

RABBI'S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
(continued)   
In memory of Jeff May

Judy Seaman  
Carole Siegel  
Diane Weinstein  
Harvey & Susan Frisch 
Lehrer  
Jan & Harvey Zimbler  
Jenny Gitlitz  
Len & Alice Schiller  
Maria Sirois, Jess,  
      & Raphaela Kramer 
Maxine Bookless  
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky  
Amy Abramovich 

In memory of Larry Newmark
Elaine Epstein  
     & Molly Novick    

In memory of Leizer Tryster
Rochelle Leinwand  
     & Morton Taubin    

In memory of Lillian Strul
 Ev Bastow    

In memory of 
Loretta Skoletsky

Louis Skoletsky    

In memory of Margaret Fleet
Phil Coleman  
    & Robin Fleet 

In memory of Marty Bloom
Len & Alice Schiller   

In memory of Marty Bloom
Marian & Marshall Raser    

In memory of 
Michael Lynn Hartley

Harvey & Susan  
      Frisch Lehrer    

In memory of Rose Cook
Nancy Cook    

In memory of 
Shirley Solomon

 Marcia & Charles Mandel   

Funds & Endowments

continued on page 16

How wonderful it is that nobody need 
wait a single moment before starting 

to improve the world. —Anne Frank 
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Funds & Endowments (continued)

RABBI'S   
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
(continued) 
 
In memory of  Sidney Novick

     Molly Novick    

Get well wishes for 
Don Sugarman
Merle Ferber

In honor of 
the birth of Cindy & Ed 
Helitzer's new grandchild;
the marriage of Lindsey 
Helitzer & Zack Standel;
Susan Staskin's  
BIO Micah award

Amy Abramovich 

In honor of the birth of 
Cindy & Ed Helitzer's new 
grandchild

Diane Weinstein    

In honor of the birth of 
Fred & Brenda Landes' new 
grandchild

Harvey & Susan  
       Frisch Lehrer 

   
MATTHEW RICH 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 
Harry Rich
Isadore Secunda
Sadie Secunda

Joseph Rich & Skip Paynter 

    
CHARLES AND TILLIE 
ROBBINS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of 
Lawrence Kronick

Lois Kronick  
     & JoAnn Kronick 

    
ARTHUR SAMEL 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Arthur Samel

Elaine Epstein & Family 

JEFFREY SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT 

In honor of the birth of Joel 
& Phyllis Curran's great 
grandchild

Carole Siegel 

JOSEPH AND  
PAULINE SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT

In memory of 
Zelda Karlin
David Karlin

Sharon, Joel & Eric Karlin 

In memory of 
Edith Karlin
Samuel Karlin

Marcia Siegel 

In memory of Samuel Karlin
Larry, Cheryl, & Marcia Siegel         

EDWARD AND LORETTA 
SKOLETSKY ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Harold Novick
Louis Skoletsky 

SOUTH CHURCH  
FOOD PANTRY 
In honor of Ari Weiner on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah

Alexandra Warshaw  
Ev Bastow  
Joanna & Ellis Fribush  
Maxine Bookless  
Nan Bookless  
Laura Rosenthal    

In appreciation of 
Fran & Joel Wolk

Ellie & Mike Geller     

In memory of 
Hazel Weinberger

     Ellie & Mike Geller     

ETTA STOLL ENDOWMENT 

In honor of 
the wedding of Ian Woller & 
Mary Fasano
     Michael Stoll & family 

ARTHUR AND TERRY 
WASSER ENDOWMENT 
Get well wishes  
Don Sugarman

In memory of 
Gertrude Wasser
Ida Rosenthal
Larry Newmark

Art & Terry Wasser 

    
HARVEY AND JANIS 
ZIMBLER ENDOWMENT 
In honor of Jan & Harvey 
Zimbler's 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

Beth & Bernie Abramson

THANKSGIVING ANGELS  
 
    Marcia & Charles Mandel 

Lew Schiller 

Burton & Linda Edelstein 

David & Lea Finck 

Don & Phoebe Sugarman 

Harriet Samuels 

Marvin Smith    

In memory of 
Michael Lynn Hartley

Jeff & Dana Siegel

Amy Simons Abramovich

Bernard & Beth Abramson

Ev Bastow

Nan Bookless

 Judy & Jeff Cook

Adele Cukor

 Joel & Phyllis Curran

 Ellis & Joanna Fribush

 Jenny Gitlitz

 Ed & Cynthia Helitzer

 Martin & Alice Jonas

Av Kadish & Goldy Fried

Fred & Brenda Landes

Helen & Stephen Radin

Joel & Beth Radsken

Rabbi Yaacov & Nina Rone

Laura Rosenthal

Steven & Ruth Rosenthal

David & Janet Rothstein

Carole Siegel

Richard &  
     Marcie Greenfield Simons

Susan Staskin

Alexandra Warshaw

Diane Weinstein

Joel & Fran Wolk

Jill Wollins

Harvey & Jan Zimbler

Robby Zucker

ADOPT-A-FAMILY

Todah Rabah
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30 SHEVAT - FEB. 1

David Sacks
Martin Gelber
Ben Zion Cohen
Herman B. Perlman
Sidney Solomon
Isidor Rabinovitz

1 ADAR I - FEB. 2

Nellie Hiller
Jack Widitor
Sarah Wildman
Geneveive Goldblum 
     Barnett
Solomon Genn
Isodore Goodman
Zelda Toler

2 ADAR I - FEB. 3

Joseph Yurfest
Rabbi Morris Fuhrman
Morduch Kirshteyn
Rabbi Morris Fuhrman
Ida Adelson
Rebecca Chesney
Sara Cohen

3 ADAR I - FEB. 4

William Levin
Joel Ziegler
Etta Cusick
Abraham Goodman
Alex M. Kolodkin
Shlomo Mierson
Sofie Servos
Rebecca Borke Leavitt

4 ADAR I - FEB. 5

Joel Mintz
Harriet Rivlin Schwartz

5 ADAR I - FEB. 6

Alfred Davidson
Sally Galler
Moysey Kirshteyn
Sally Moskowitz
Jeff Kahn
Ruth Aronstein Cohen

6 ADAR I - FEB. 7

David Rosenthal
Pauline Brecher
Reba Geller
Rebekka Kirshteyn
Melvin Schwartz
Ada Klein
Stanley R. Weiss
Hyman Silver

7 ADAR I - FEB. 8

Emma Mainker 
     Graubard
Eric Lezberg
Myron Marvin
Dora Ptashkin
Frances Eizenstat
Frank Skolnick

8 ADAR I - FEB. 9

Libby Nash
Matthew Rich
Jack Mahran
Sidney Greenberg
Sheila Greenfield

9 ADAR I - FEB. 10

Jennie Udel
Sam Shusterman
Dora E. Gruberg
Gertrude Budnick
Manefa Shelomentseva
Esther Markowitz

10 ADAR I - FEB. 11

Patrick Leonard
Itshak Berman
Hinda Katz
Hyman Reder
Robert Staskin
Ernest Waller
Iris Katz
Sanford Bookless

12 ADAR I - FEB. 13

Rose Freedman
Reta Less

13 ADAR I - FEB. 14

Isaac Weiner
Semyon Zaslavsky
Erma Raflowitz
Rachel Lena Cutler

14 ADAR I - FEB. 15

Sydney Kopfstein
Leo Gilbert
Morris Goldstein
Leonard Kosberg
Anna Lebowitz

15 ADAR I - FEB. 16

Iva Kaplan Ashner
Harriet Leavitt
Lena Brunell Bass
Sol Gallant
Samuel Widitor
Rabbi Naftali Halpern 
Chana Malka Halpern
Chava Halpern

16 ADAR I - FEB. 17

Sofiya Plotkina
Beatrice Cohen Kobritz
Samuel Tauber
Alexander Lipman
Phyllis Gilner
Shiman Weiss
Jacob Aronstein
Jerome Goldman
Rose Zuckerman
Bernard Helitzer

17 ADAR I - FEB. 18

Lillian Cohen
August Rossomando

18 ADAR I - FEB. 19
Dorothy Klein Harab
Eva Metropole

19 ADAR I - FEB. 20

Zipora Bril
Max Goodman
Paul Rich
Peter Marvin

20 ADAR I - FEB. 21

Benjamin Novick
Samuel Teitelbaum
Ruth Goldin
Esta Gallant Kornfield
Bessie F. Lippman

21 ADAR I - FEB. 22

Samuel Lebovitz
Samuel Mones
Ruth Golos

22 ADAR I - FEB. 23

Sophie Steinman
Beth Anne Zocchi
Sylvia Ende
Rebecca Levine
Esther Minnie Maislen

23 ADAR I - FEB. 24

Rosalyn Baron
Harry Shenker
Abraham Adelson
Jack Gertner
Abram Kogan
Philip Bass
Max Kaplan

24 ADAR I - FEB. 25

Joseph Sherman
Fannie Leibowitz
Rose Rudnick
Yefim Kurchenko

25 ADAR I - FEB. 26

Lillian Farber
Sara Fribush
Stanley David  
     Greenspan
Rhea Kaetz
Arthur Levinson
Maurice Cutler

26 ADAR I - FEB. 27
Sol Toscher
Robert Green
Abraham Benny Israel
Vivienne Bruckman
Irving Rosenbaum
Celia Sumberg
Anne Green
Ethel Taubin

27 ADAR I - FEB. 28

Gail Mindlin
Rosalind May
Ruth Kalman  
     Sugarman
Benjamin Brown
Harold Palefsky
Dora Nelson
Julius Freed
Israel Bialor
Gussie Rod
Jules Kerbel
Sandra Abeles Braun
Rachel Samel
Nathan Lazerus
Joseph Schaitkin
Erna Gilbert
  

At the top of most Jewish 
headstones is the abbreviation 

"pay nun," which stands for  
po nikbar or po nitman,  

meaning “here lies."

R
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South Community Food Pantry"It's a Wrap" family gift wrapping event for KI's Adopt_A-Family

Photos by Stuart M
asters and N

ancy Cook

Baking Banana Bread

A Look at Recent Families Together Events (story on page 13)


