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Please see page 5 for Shirei Shabbat guidelines

On Septemeber 20th, Dr. Leon Chamiedes, a pe-
diatric cardiologist, Yeshiva graduate, and Jewish 
author and lecturer, will be the guest speaker at 
Knesset Israel’s monthly, family-friendly Shirei 
Shabbat evening. 

Services begin at 5:30 p.m. with our gifted musi-
cians and their inspiring musical arrangements 
leading the interactive prayers. A delicious Shab-
bat dinner cooked entirely by K.I. volunteers will 
follow at 6:30 p.m. After dessert, attendees will 
head back to the sanctuary for Dr. Chameides’ 
presentation. 

In addition to many 
medical publications, Dr. Chameides has published two 
books, Strangers in Many Lands, which traces his family 
history and his own experiences during and after the Sho-
ah in Poland and England; and On the Edge of the Abyss, 
a translation of his father’s essays written between 1932 
and 1936 as Rabbi in Katowice, Poland. Dr. Chameides will 
read one of these essays, “A Seder in Bnei Brak.” The essay 
offers him an opportunity to discuss several key moments 
in Jewish history: the Sanhedrin, events surrounding the 
fall of Jerusalem to the Romans, some of the rabbis of the 
Mishna, as well as the events of 1933, the year his father 
wrote the essay, which provided the seeds for a unique 
interpretation of the well-known Haggadah story. 

Shirei Shabbat features Dr. Leon Chameides
Singing, praying, dining, learning…together

Dr. Leon Chameides is Emeritus Director 
of Pediatric Cardiology at Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center and Clinical 
Professor of Pediatrics at the University of 
Connecticut’s School of Medicine. He is a 
graduate of Yeshiva College and the Teach-
er’s Institute of Yeshiva University as well 
as the Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
and received his postgraduate medical ed-
ucation at the University of Rochester and 
Boston Children’s Hospital. Since coming 
to Hartford in 1967, he has been active in 
its Jewish community and has delivered 
numerous lectures on Jewish history, the 
Shoah, and a variety of Biblical topics. 

Dinner reservations MUST be made by 
Monday, Sept. 16!  Mail, call in, or bring 
payment (20 adults, $15 teens, free for 
children) to the synagogue office. Your 
reservation assures sufficient seating and 
plentiful platters for all attending. 
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n Mazel Tov to Mike and Bobbi Cohn on the 
birth of their 7th grandson. Milo Alexander 
Cohn was born July 6 to Daniel and Rachel 
Cohn of Denver, Colorado.
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

n  Bruce & Karen Jacobs ..................Sept. 1

n  Matthew & Leslie Herzberg .......Sept. 2

n  Jessica Fried & Ben Strauss ........Sept. 7

n  Scott Hochfelder & Jen Sacon..Sept. 13

n  Mark & Judy Usow .......................Sept. 21 

n  Alec & Anna Yantovsky ..............Sept. 29

n  Linda Edelstein ...................September 2

n Stephen Schwartz ..............September 3

n Avi Snowise ...........................September 3

n Laura Rosenthal ..................September 3

n Nelia Blyankman ................September 4

n Dale Drimmer ......................September 5

n Karen Rettner .......................September 5

n Caleb Duffy ...........................September 5

n Elaine Epstein ......................September 6

n Mariah Strattner .................September 6

n Jeffrey May ............................September 7

n Myrna Hammerling ...........September 7

n Maya Kaufman ....................September 8

n Susan B. Lipton .....................September8

n Rebecca Cook-Dubin ........September 8

n Judy Moss ..............................September 8

n Connor Hayford ..................September 8

n Mark Lipton ..........................September 9

n Colby Lederman .................September 9

n Yefim Kurchenko ............. September 10

n Boris Saltanovich ............. September 11

n Jennifer Sacon ....................Septembe 12

n Allison Lamm .................... September 15

n Jay Bikofsky ....................... September 16

n Lynda Galler ...................... September 16

n Samuel Karlin .................... September 16

n Reese Cook-Dubin .......... September 17

n Judith Katz ......................... September 17

n Susan Zuckerman ........... September 18

n Noah Yurfest ...................... September 19

n Harriet Shair ...................... September 20

n Sonia Lebowitz ................. September 20

n Cecily Levine ..................... September 21

n Andrew Snyder ................. September 27

n Hanna Yurfest ................... September 28

n Richard Simons ................ September 28

n Nancy Lipton ..................... September 29

n Lisa Green ........................... September 29

n Scott Samuel Widitor ..... September 29

n Shiffra Perlmutter ........... September 30

Your community wants to share in your 
good news! Send KOL K.I. editor, 

 Susan Miller the details about births, 
awards & honors, graduations, milestones, 

anniversaries, accomplishments…any happy 
news we can celebrate with you! 

High resolution photos are welcome!  
Susan Miller: sunpath2@gmail.com

 

Celbrate!
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From the Rabbi

KOL K.I. Publication Notes   
Editor: Susan Miller  •  Production: Liz DeMarco  •  Photo Editor: Nan Bookless  •  Printer: Aldam Press

DEADLINE: THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH  
We welcome submissions. Publication will be at the discretion of the editorial staff, 

and may be subject to editing for clarity, facts, and length.
Bulletin material and photographs will be accepted VIA EMAIL and sent to: 

 Susan Miller at sunpath2@gmail.com 
 

The Care & Maintenance of K.I.’s Torahs
The meaning, responsibility, and reality of stewarding our sacred scrolls 

Rabbi David Weiner

A Link in a Chain. The To-
rah stands at the center 
of everything we do at 
Knesset Israel. Its teach-
ings, the core of Jewish 
life, set the terms for eth-
ical behavior; analytical 
thinking; and the pur-
suit of truth, justice and 
peace. Through the ways 
we engage with Torah, it 
inspires; it challenges; it 
comforts; it ties us to Jews 
across time and space—
and is the essence of the 
timeless wisdom it is our responsibility 
to bring to life for the rest of the world. 

I suppose we could argue that the es-
sence of the Torah is its meaning, and 
yet, we also are today’s link in a chain of 
tradition of stewardship of actual scrolls 
of the Five Books of Moses. We hold 
these books, embrace them, dress them 
in stunningly beautiful robes and read 
from them every Shabbat and holiday 
morning. These books are more than just 
books. They are a sign of God’s presence 
in our midst and of the unique role of the 
Jewish people in preserving and adapt-
ing that word in every age. 

Stewardship. Every Torah scroll is the 
original, in the sense that it is written 
by hand on parchment by a special-
ly-trained calligrapher called a sofer, fol-

lowing ancient traditions. 
And every Torah scroll, 
once complete, is also the 
original, in the sense that 
it is written with black fire 
on white fire. One of the 
greatest expressions of 
Jewish identity is to chant 
these ancient words from 
a Torah scroll—this is at 
the core of our Hebrew 
School and bar/bat mitz-
vah education programs. 
For the Torah scroll to 
‘work’—to help us meet 

our obligations to hear and teach its 
words—it must be entirely intact, every 
letter where it should be, clean and clear 
and well-defined. To keep it that way, 
(“kosher”), requires ongoing attention. 
One of the best ways to keep a Torah ko-
sher is to read it and roll it regularly. 

Reality. The Knesset Israel building holds 
fifteen Torah scrolls. Nine scrolls are not 
kosher and will never be again—time, 
heat and humidity have gotten the bet-
ter of them. Of the remaining six, one 
is particularly fragile; another, though 
a good candidate for restoration, is not 
currently kosher; a third, though beau-
tiful, requires thousands of dollars of 
repairs. All are over 100 years old, and 
some are over 120. As scrolls get older, 
they require more attention to keep the 
letters from cracking and falling off. 

Earlier this year we invited Rabbi Moshe 
Druin of Sofer on Site, a Miami-based and 
highly regarded Torah scribe, to Knesset 
Israel. Rabbi Druin visited in January, as-
sessed four of the six Torah scrolls we use 
on a regular basis, and made repairs to 
two of them. Rabbi Druin’s reports con-
tain details about plans for each scroll, 
and what it will take to restore them. 
However, while he was here, Rabbi Druin 
expressed passionate frustration about 
the condition of several of our scrolls, 
especially one that has turned brown 
on the inside. He raised uncomfortable 
questions about who had handled the 
scrolls through the years and how the 
scrolls had been cleaned. 

Responsibility. These questions led me 
to ask Richie, in his role as president, 
to allow a dispassionate, professional 
parchment conservator to examine two 
of our Sifrei Torah. These non-destructive 
examinations were completed over three 
weeks in February at the world-class Wil-
liamstown Art Conservation Center. The 
conservators examined these scrolls un-
der a variety of lighting conditions and 
researched practices of parchment man-
ufacture and conservation before send-
ing us their report. I also spoke to sever-
al other sofrim, and to representatives 
of the Rabbinical Assembly, the Jewish 
Theological Seminary and the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism to 
contextualize the concerns Rabbi Druin 
raised with us.

It was quite an odyssey, and I learned a 
lot. Most importantly: Parchment is a 
hydrophilic material—it absorbs water. 
The best way to keep parchment white, 
rather than having it oxidize to yellow or 
brown, is to keep it in a cool, dry room, 
wrapped in fabric. However, we know 
that Knesset Israel’s former buildings did 

continued on page 8
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Richard Simons

From the President

The Challenge of Self-Reflection  
Our tradition of personal moral assessment is hightened in turbulant times 

PASTORAL CARE. 
If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 
Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral 
home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 
If you or another K.I. member you know 
is experiencing serious illness requiring 
support, please contact the Care Com-
mittee by calling the main office of Knes-
set Israel, 413-445-4872, ext. 10 and we 
will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts

CEMETERY
Don Sugarman .................. 413-499-4478 
cemetery@knessetisrael.org

DEVELOPMENT FUNDRAISING 
Bobbi Cohn ......................... 413-443-6128

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT 
Don Sugarman .................. 413-499-4478

MEMBERSHIP 
Jan Zimbler ............................ 4134488443

MARKETING 
Kara Thornton .................... 413-684-2298

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Phil Coleman ...................... 413-329-9224

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Sherri Buxton ..................... 413-243-2709

ADMINISTRATION 
Diane Weinstein ................ 413-442-7143

PROGRAMMING 
Stuart Masters .................... 413-443-4386

RITUAL, GABBAIM, MINYAN 
Alan Metzger ...................... 413-443-4217

TREASURY, FINANCE AND BUDGET 
Edwin Helitzer .................... 413-499-1202

YOUTH 
Marcie Greenfield Simons...413-464-1162

Key Contacts

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

Each year the Jewish calendar provides us with an opportu-
nity to pause and examine who we are; what we are doing; 
and where we envision ourselves going in the future. It is 
a time to adjust our moral compass. Are we living out our 
values? Are we falling short? Have we lost sight of our pur-
pose in life?

I think it is this opportunity that has sustained the Jewish 
people. After all, we are a people who, historically, have 
bucked the status quo. To be sure, we did not always have a 
choice. Our survival was in peril. We acted on hope. We re-
lied on our resilience and we always used our tradition and 
teachings as a moral compass.  

I am a baby boomer who was raised in Pittsfield in comfort. Though I was alive during 
the turbulence and unrest of the 60s, the difficult times did not personally affect me.  
I came of age after the draft ended and I did not experience any significant anti-semi-
tism. Israel was highly regarded in the world as a “light onto the nations.”  Those around 
me stood in awe of what Israel accomplished. My 5th grade public school teacher 
taught us the song “Exodus,” which we sang at the city’s Music Festival!  

The times feel very different now. People angrily argue over what is “right” and what is 
“wrong.” Shootings in schools, mosques, churches, cinemas, nightclubs, outdoor festi-
vals, and of course synagogues have become a regular part of life. For the first time in 
my life, I sense fear and anxiety among Jews in America and around the world.

It is within this context, that these High Holidays provide us with a way to confront 
what is going on in the world and in our community. The Yamim Noraim (The Days of 
Awe) with its rituals, liturgy, and traditions all force us to strip away the rhetoric and 
look at who we are “bare bones.”  We are given the time to press “reset” and move for-
ward guided by the moral compass laid out by our traditions and teachings.  

I pray that you find meaning, comfort and guidance during these Yamim Noraim. Most 
important, I hope that we all find the strength to make changes so that we can do our 
part to better our society so that it can be kind, fair, and just for all its inhabitants.

Marcie and I wish you all a Shana Tova. I look forward to spending time with you on 
Colt Road during the Holidays.



KOL K.I.  •   SEPTEMBER 2019   •  ELUL 5779 / TISHREI 5780  n  5

From the Rabbi
(continued from page 3)

KOL K.I.

not have air conditioning. Furthermore, 
before we renovated the sanctuary, we 
only turned on climate control when 
people were expected to be in the room. 
The situation in the chapel was even 
more problematic. The south-facing 
room is fully lit by the sun several hours 
a day and partially underground. Its wall 
unit air conditioners are only turned on 
occasionally, and the ark backs onto a 
boiler room that has filled with steam or 
flooded several times. This is not an ideal 
environment for a hydrophilic material 
like parchment.

Action. After receiving the reports from 
the conservators and the sofer, we took 
a first step of relocating our kosher Torah 
scrolls from the chapel ark to the sanctu-
ary ark. We also put desiccant in both arks 
to reduce the humidity. In the sanctuary, 
we were already controlling the climate 
appropriately and evenly every day, all 
year, and we will continue to do so. 

Our second step was to engage Sofer on 
Site on an ongoing basis to tend to our 
Torah scrolls. I am pleased that the con-
gregation, combining operating funds 

with revenue from the Torah covers 
project and a few generous donations, 
has scheduled a three-day visit with 
Rabbi Druin or one of his colleagues this 
month. While here, the sofer will work 
on restoring several of our scrolls to the 
point that he and his colleagues feel 
comfortable assuming responsibility for 
the condition of our aging scrolls. Rather 
than waiting for the next emergency re-
pair, we can budget for the predictable, 
modest expense of ongoing mainte-
nance. We hope there will be an oppor-
tunity for the sofer to teach when he is 
in town.

I don’t want us to be the end of the line 
for Torah, figuratively or literally. I want 
us to be a link in an ancient and enduring 
chain. Going forward, with the support 
of Sofer on Site, I know we’ll take better 
care of the Torah scrolls entrusted to us. 
And I look forward to planning how to 
keep the Torah at the center of our com-
munity—physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually—for many years and genera-
tions to come.

In response to last year’s profession-
al evaluation of our torah scrolls, (see 
“From the Rabbi” on page 3) Knesset 
Israel has enlisted scribe Rabbi Moshe 
Druin from Sofer On Site, to be on prem-
ises Monday morning, September 9th 
through Wednesday afternoon Sept. 11, 
to do his work. Before the extent of the 
suspected problems was confirmed by 
the professional soferim, K.I. lay leaders 
acknowledged the questionable con-
dition of several of our Torah scrolls. It 
turns out that inadequate air circulation 
during long-term ark storage resulted in 
significant damage seriously restricting 
the readability and kashrut of the scrolls.

The two Torahs most in need will be 
restored and placed thorugh Sofer On 
Site’s Torah Maintenance Plan. This Flo-
ridia based resource has world-wide cli-
ents and espert skills in this delicate and 
holy preservation process. 

Those curious to meet Rabbi Druin, may 
attend his 20-minute question/answer 
presentation about this highly special-
ized field of work, which will take place 
after the Tuesday night, September 10 
minyan. You are welcome to attend both 
the minyan and his session!

The Sofer Returns
Rabbi Moshe Druin to restore  
K.I. Torah Scrolls

The Cemetery Committee is happy to report that the new gate and entrance design’s 
fabrication and installation is nearing completion. A dedication ceremony is being 
planned for the morning of Sunday, September 22, to coincide with the annual Ceme-
tery Memorial Service. Watch the K.I. e-news for confirmation and information.

Gate Update 
Knesset Israel cemetery entrance…dedication plans
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September Calendar & Holiday Service Schedule

Friday, September 20

Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv (Chapel) ........................5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting ................................................. no later than 6:35 PM

Saturday, September 21–Selihot

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 9:30 AM 
Hebrew School ......................................................8:40 AM – 12:00 PM 
Minha/Selihot Study Sessions (Sanctuary) ........................6:30 PM 
Maariv/Havdala/ Selihot (Sanctuary ......................................8:00PM 
Havdala .............................................................no earlier than 7:35 PM

Sunday, September 22 

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 8:45 AM 
Cemetery Memorial Service (KI Cemetery) .....................10:00 AM 
Maariv (Chapel) ............................................................................7:00 PM

Tuesday, September 24 

Maariv (Chapel) ............................................................................7:00 PM

Friday, September 27

Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv (Chapel) ........................5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting ................................................. no later than 6:23 PM

Saturday, September 28

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 9:30 AM 
Hebrew School ......................................................8:40 AM – 12:00 PM 
Minha/Study Session/ Maariv .................................................6:15 PM 
Havdala .............................................................no earlier than 7:23 PM

Sunday, September 29–Erev Rosh Hashana

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 8:45 AM 
Rosh Hashana Evening Service (Sanctuary) ....................6:15 PM 
Candle Lighting ................................................. no later than 6:19 PM

Monday, September 30–First Day of Rosh Hashana

Shaharit (Sanctuary/Social Hall) ............................................ 8:15 AM 
Torah Service/Shofar ................................... approximately 9:45 AM 
Programming/Services for Families & Children, Ages 5-12  
(Chapel & Classrooms) .........................................9:30 AM –12:30 PM 
Babysitting, by reservation  
     (Nursery School & Playroom) ........................ 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Tashlikh (Pomeroy Avenue Bridge) .......................................5:30 PM 
Rosh Hashana Minha/Maariv (Chapel) ................................6:15 PM 
Candle Lighting ..............................................no earlier than 7:19 PM

Tuesday, October1–Second Day of Rosh Hashana

Shaharit (Sanctuary/Social Hall) ............................................ 8:15 AM 
Torah Service/Shofar ................................... approximately 9:45 AM 
Programming/Services for Families & Children, Ages 5-12 
(Chapel & Classrooms) .........................................9:30 AM –12:30 PM 
Babysitting, by reservation  
    (Nursery School & Playroom) ......................... 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Maariv only (Chapel) ..................................................................7:00 PM 
Havdala .............................................................no earlier than 7:15 PM

Friday, October 4

Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv/(Chapel) ........................5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting ..............................................no earlier than 6:11 PM

Saturday,  October 5 –Shabbat Shuvah

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 9:30 AM 
No Hebrew School 
Minha/Study Session/Maariv ..................................................6:00 PM 
Havdala .............................................................no earlier than 7:11 PM 

Sunday,  October 6

Shaharit (Sanctuary) .................................................................. 8:45 AM 
Maariv (Chapel) ............................................................................7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 8–Erev Yom Kippur

Minha (Sanctuary) .......................................................................5:50 PM 
Instrumental Kol Nidre/Kol Nidre/Maariv (Sanctuary) ...6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting / Fast Begins ...................... no later than 6:04 PM 
(Times are “early” because Yom Kippur is “late.”)

Wednesday, October 9 –Yom Kippur

Shaharit (Sanctuary & Social Hall) ........................................ 9:00 AM 
Babysitting, by reservation  
     (Nursery School & Playroom) ........................ 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Torah Service/Yizkor .....................................................After 10:30 AM 
Programming/Services for Families & Children, Ages 5-12     
     (Chapel & Classrooms) ...................................9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Avodah Meditation Experience (Sanctuary) ...........After 1:30 PM 
Minha (Sanctuary) .......................................................................4:15 PM 
Neila (Sanctuary) .........................................................................5:40 PM 
Tekiah Gedolah/Maariv/Havdala (Sanctuary) ...................7:04 PM

Friday, October 11

Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv (Chapel) ........................5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting ..............................................no earlier than 5:59 PM

Saturday, October 12

Hebrew School ......................................................8:40 AM – 12:00 PM 
Shaharit (Sancturary) ..................................................................... 9:30 AM 
No Minha Service 
Havdala ..................................................................no earlier than 6:59 PM

Candle Lighting and Service Schedule Including Selihot, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur,  
Sukkot and Simhat Torah, 5780 • September–October 2019  

Ktivah  
V’chatima  

Tova
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Sunday, October 13–Erev Sukkot

Shaharit (Sanctuary) ....................... 8:45 AM  
Minha/Festival Maariv (Chapel) ...5:45 PM 
Havdala ........................No later than 5:55 PM

Monday, October 14 –1st Day of Sukkot

Shaharit / Lulav & Etrog (Sanctuary) 
       .......................................................... 9:30 AM 
Candle Lighting .... no earlier than 6:55 PM

Tuesday, October 15 –2nd Day of Sukkot

Shaharit / Lulav & Etrog (Sanctuary) 
      .......................................................... 9:30 AM 
Maariv only (Chapel) .......................7:00 PM 
Havdala ....................No earlier than 6:55 PM

Friday, October 18 –Fifth Day of Sukkot

Minha/Maariv.....................................5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting .....No lateer than 5:47 PM

Saturday, October 19 
                         –Shabbat Hol HaMoed Sukkot

Hebrew School ..............8:40 AM-12:00 PM 
Shaharit (Sanctuary) ....................... 9:30 AM 
Minha/Study Session/Maariv/Havdala 
(Chapel) ................................................5:45 PM 
Havdala ..................no earlier than 6:47 PM

Sunday, October 20  
    –Hoshana Rabba & Erev Shemini Atzeret

Shaharit/Lulav & Etrog (Sanctuary) 
       .......................................................... 8:00 AM 
Minha/Festival Maariv (Chapel) ...5:45 PM 
Candle Lighting ...... no later than 5:44 PM

Monday, October 21 
          –Shemini Atzeret & Erev Simhat Torah

Shaharit (Sanctuary) ....................... 9:30 AM 
Yizkor (Sanctuary) .........................10:45 AM 
Simhat Torah Dinner  
      (Back of Social Hall) ....................5:15 PM 
Maariv / Hakafot (Sanctuary/Front of 
Social Hall) ...........................................6:15 PM 
Ice Cream Reception (Social Hall) 
       ...........................................................8:00 PM 
Candle Lighting .... no earlier than 6:44 PM

Tuesday, October 22–Simhat Torah

Shaharit / Hakafot, Special Aliyot 
(Sanctuary) ......................................... 9:30 AM 
Maariv only (Chapel) .......................7:00 PM 
Havdala ..................no earlier than 6:44 PM

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday .............September 6 .............7:01PM

Friday .............September 13 .........6:49 PM

Friday .............September 20 .........6:36 PM

Friday .............September 27 .........6:24 PM

Friday (Eve of 1st Day of Rosh Hashana) 
September 29 ....................................6:20PM

Friday (Eve of 2nd Day of Rosh Hashana) 
September 30 ...................................7:18 PM

REGULAR SERVICES SCHEDULE:

Sunday.................................. 8:45 AM & 7 PM

Tuesday ..................................................... 7 PM

Friday ................................................. 5:45 PM*

Saturday ..............................................9:30 AM

*Shirei Shabbat....Fri., Sept 20 ......5:30 PM

 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON MINYAN

September 7, 14 ................................6:45 PM

September 21 ................................... 6:30 PM

September 28 ................................... 6:15 PM

EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Family Field Day ............................................................ Mon., Sept. 2 ........................................3 PM

Restoration: Anti-Semitism in France at TAA ...... Sun., Sept. 15 .......................................2 PM

Cemetery Committee Meeting ............................... Tues., Sept. 10...................................... 8PM 
following minyan and a sofer Q&A session 

K.I. Board Meeting ........................................................ Wed., Sept. 18 ................................7:30 PM

Shirei Shabbat ............................................................... Fri., Sept. 20 ....................................5:30 PM

Cemetery Memorial Service ..................................... Sun., Sept. 22 .....................................10AM 
Cemetery gates will be open 9:30am to 5pm, Sunday, September 22

Rosh Chodesh Meeting (K.I. Library) ..................... Mon., Sept. 23 ......................................7PM

CLASSES

Torah Portion of the Week (Library) ................Tue., Sept. 3,10,17,24 ............... 10–11:30 AM

Enhanced Prayer Study .......................................Wed., Sept. 4,11.18,25 ............. 10–11:30 AM

Hebrew School .......................................................Wed., Sept. 18, 25 ..................................4-6 PM

Hebrew School .......................................................Sat., Sept. 14, 21, 28 .................... 9AM-12 PM

September Calendar & Holiday Service Schedule

Welcome. 
We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 

We are here to inspire through word and deed. 
We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate in community. 
We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 

We are here to transform our world.

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose
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Spotlight On

Hello readers and welcome back. I hope everyone 
had a great summer here in the Berkshires. My guest 
this month is a very interesting fellow K.I. member, 
Steve Rosenthal, now retired, but very well known 
as one of the region’s great storytellers. Read on!

Hi Steve, so nice to have you as my guest this 
month.  What were your influences when you 
were young that steered you in this direction?

Steve: When I was little I always listened to "old 
time radio"—The Shadow, FBI in Action, Sus-
pense. I still listen, even today, to these classic 
radio shows. I love the spoken word.  One's imag-
ination paints a much better image than what 
is available on TV or in the movies. At summer 
camp (Camp Watitoh here in Becket) and then in 
high school, I did theater.  

How did that evolve?

Steve: One day in the 70's I saw a performance at our synagogue of Jewish story- 
telling. I was fascinated.  It turned out there was an organization in the Boston area 
called the Jewish Storytelling Coalition. I went to a couple of meetings, learned a 
couple of stories from a book and before I knew it I was asked to join the JSC in a 
performance at Hebrew College in Brookline, Massachusetts. Now I was attending 
not only the JSC monthly meetings, but also the weekly open mike in Cambridge,  
Massachusetts. Storytelling festivals have workshops and I started offering "The Busi-
ness of Storytelling" workshop. This evolved into all day workshops and private con-
sulting for creative folks. I realized that there was a need for story tellers and other 
creative types to have some business knowledge.    

You told me you had a very interesting year overseas in China. Tell us about it.

Steve: In 2006 we moved to Shanghai, China for a year.  I had become friendly with the 
Chabad rabbi in previous visits so when he heard we were there for a year he had me 
doing storytelling activities. Often, between courses on Friday nights, as he was going 
around pouring "le chaim" to the 100 or so guests, without warning, he would say "and 
now a story from Steve." It was great fun to spontaneously come up with a different 
story each time.

Are you doing anything these days 
that’s related in any way?

Steve: A few months ago I took part in 
a reading from "A Bintel Brief" at K.I. and 
in August I read from "A Comedy of Be-
trothal" a 16th century Hebrew Italian 
play as part of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary summer program, at Shake-
speare & Company in Lenox.    

Do you have any philosophical insights 
about the art of storytelling?  

Steve: When I was actively telling, I cre-
ated many personal stories about my 
life and family. It solved the problem of 
copyright, but it served another pur-
pose. There are many family memories/
stories that will be lost when the older 
generation is gone. I would tell peo-
ple the best stories are told around the 
kitchen table. I would urge them to in-
terview their elders, learn the stories of 
their past, and share them with the next 
generation. Just recently I have taken 
that advice to a higher level. Together 
with Judy Seaman we created SECOND 
AVENUE VIDEO—Capturing Family His-
tory. We videotape an interview with a 
family member as they recall family his-
tory and events. They give us old photos 
and movies that we then intertwine with 
the stories. The end product is a digital 
family history where both the stories and 
the perishable photos are preserved for 
generations to come.

That’s awesome. Thanks Steve. I really 
enjoyed having you as my guest!

Steve Rosenthal
An adventure in storytelling—contributed by Phil Coleman

 “Shanah tovah um’tukah,”…“May you have a good and sweet new year.”  

 “Shanah tovah,”…“A good year” 

 “L’shanah tovah tikateivu v’teichateimu”…“A good year, and may you  

be inscribed and sealed (for blessing in the Book of Life).”
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In order for us to continue successful,  
inclusive, community experiences we 
ask that everyone remember and follow 
a few simple rules:

n For planning puroses, ALL meal reser-
vations MUST be received by the Mon-
day preceding the Shirei Shabbat or Sat-
urday luncheon.

n All vegetarian meal requests must also 
be received by the Monday preceding 
the Shirei Shabbat or Saturday luncheon.

n While there is always consideration of 
gluten-free and nut allergies, other di-
etary exceptions cannot be individually 
accommodated.

n As you can imagine, cooking a meal 
for 80-100 people is a huge task and we 
are always looking for more assistance. 
Please let us know if you are interested 
in a K.I. Kosher Cooking Training. If we 
have enough interest we will be able to 
schedule one and increase our number 
of K.I. chefs!

Our goal is always to provide a venue 
for the community to share in the joy of 
Shabbat together.  Thank you!

Shirei Shabbat  
Rules of Engagement
Make the evening a success for all!Once again K.I. is collecting 

books to be sent to children in 
the Philippines. We are partner-
ing with our colleague Lauryn 
Levesque from the First Congre-
gational Church in Pittsfield. 

Place new and/or used books, 
aimed at readers Kindergarten 
through Young Adult in the bas-
ket in the Social Hall. Contact 
Alexandra Warshaw with ques-
tions: awarshaw@nycaprr.com.

Children’s Books Needed
Collection will land in the hands and minds of children in the Phillippines.

       Rosh Chodesh Garden Project
        Group facilitates the work of the garden’s rehabilitation 

KOL K.I.

What began as a seed of an idea at the Knesset Israel Rosh Chodesh women’s group, 
has blossomed into an organized volunteer project. The idea came up after a field trip 
last summer to the mikveh, Mayyim Hayyim, at Temple Reyim in Newton, Massachu-
setts where participants enjoyed the Peace Garden on their grounds. The garden is 
used for meditation, contemplation, and prayer. Inspired, talk turned  to refreshing our 
own garden. Ev Bastow generously volunteered to chair the endeavor.

Nancy Cook, Don Sugarman, Dave Pill, and Ev have begun preliminary ground work 
on this beautiful, but neglected, space—cleaning and oiling the benches and plan-
ning next steps. Nancy—our master gardener/guide for this project—has developed 
a well-thought out design for the garden, that we will get on paper. 

On Sunday, September 22, from noon to 3 p.m., a small group of able volunteers is 
needed, who, under Nancy’s direction, will pull weeds and clear beds. The work will be 
done in shifts so you do not have to committ to the entire 3 hours. BYOGT: If you have 
your own garden tools, trowels, shovels, rakes, pitchforks, etc., please bring them, as 
we do not have any to supply. 

If you would like to dig on September 22, please let Ev know asap, so we can plan the day. 
To serve on this committee, also contact Ev at evbas714@gmail.com, tel 413-464-9828.

Meanwhile, feel free to visit the garden and imagine yourself in its future. Photos of the 
work to date appear on the mailer side of this KOL K.I. 
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Kol K.I.

On Sunday, September 15, at 2:00 p.m. 
Temple Anshe Amunim and Congrega-
tion Knesset Israel will co-present  “Res-
toration: Anti-Semitism in France”, com-
prising two plays by Jesse Waldinger, a 
playwright who specializes in historical 
dramas. 

The first offering, The Esterhazy Draft, de-
picts a pivotal moment in the infamous 
Dreyfus Affair, when Colonel Georges 
Picquart brings to the attention of his 
superiors the fact that the Jewish soldier 
Alfred Dreyfus was wrongfully convicted 
of treason. Conflicted, Picquart experi-
ences a crisis of conscience. Even before 
the entry of the famous novelist Emile 
Zola into the fray, this less-known mili-
tary officer stands in a position to blow 
a whistle, if he so chooses—but at huge 
personal cost.

Next, The Finaly Affair, tells the true sto-
ry of two young brothers who were 
successfully hidden from the Nazis by a 
Catholic woman. After the war, having 
baptized the boys, the woman refused 
to return them to the surviving Jewish 
relatives. Under canon law, once bap-
tized, the children irrevocably belong to 
the Church. The ensuing struggle pitted 
the French judicial system against the 
Catholic establishment, with Pope Pius 
XII himself exerting influence. The play 
depicts the confrontation between the 
woman, the boys’ uncle and aunt, and a 
conflicted Cardinal.

The professional actors performing in the 
staged readings are Andrew Joffe, Lora 
Lee Ecobelli, Annette Miller (of Shake-
speare and Co.), and James Occhino. 

Jesse Waldinger, a retired attorney, is 
the author of numerous plays which 
have been presented locally, on Long 
Island, in New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and California. His inter-
active biblical drama The Trial of Aaron 
enjoyed two readings at Temple Anshe 
Amunim in 2016. A collection of four of 
his short historical pieces was mounted 
under the rubric “Created Equal” at the 
temple in 2017. He is co-director of the 
Hudson-based play development group 
Plays in Progress. 

“Restoration: Anti-Semitism in France,” 
will be directed by Dr. Barbara Waldinger, 
a director and professor of theater. Over 
a 25-year period Dr. Waldinger taught at 
Hofstra University, Marymount College, 
and Queens College, and is presently 
an OLLI instructor and co-founder of 
OLLI’s Performing Arts Initiative. For the 
past two decades she has served as Ar-
tistic Director of HRC Showcase Theater, 
an equity-approved company that per-
forms staged readings of new plays in 
Hudson, New York. She has directed new 
play readings for the Association of The-
ater in Higher Education, the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater Festi-
val, and Plays in Progress, in addition to 
teaching and directing at Temple Anshe 
Amunim and Knesset Israel. She is also a 
theater critic for the online publication 
Berkshire on Stage. 

The production of Restoration, will be 
staged at Temple Anshe Amunim, 26 
Broad Street, Pittsfield. 

Following the reading, two very special 
guests will offer their unique perspec-

tives on the play’s contents: Suzanne 
Vromen who was herself taught by nuns 
after her family escaped to the Belgian 
Congo during the Nazi regime, and 
Joyce Block Lazarus, the author of “In the 
Shadow of Vichy: The Finaly Affair.” Mr.  
Waldinger used this book as a resource 
when researching the story. Ms. Vromen 
is Professor Emerita of Sociology at Bard 
College and founded the Women’s Stud-
ies program there. 

For reservations or for more information, 
contact the Temple Anshe Amunim of-
fice at 413-442-5910 (templeoffice@anshe 
amunim.org), or K.I.’s Myrna Hammerling 
at 413-445 4876, x16 (mhammerling@knes 
setisrael.org). 

Suggested donation—$20; free admission 
for students. Refreshments will be served.

Theater Presentation: “Restoration: Anti-Semitism in France”
Temple Anshe Amunim and Knesset Israel present two plays by Jesse Waldinger

Celebrate a special occasion or honor the memory 
 of a  loved one by a donation to the Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006.

As partners with Temple Anshe Amu-
nim in this endeavor, Knesset Israel 
members are needed for the following 
support tasks:

Two (2) volunteers to help   
collect admissions at the door

Two (2) volunteers to help  
usher as people enter

Two (2)volunteers to help  
put away left-overs and clear tables 

when program ends

Call or email Myrna: 413-445-5872, x16, 
or mhammerling@knessetisrael.org

Help Wanted:  
Production Volunteers



103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
(413) 243-4331

www.octobermountainfa.com

Member SEC, FINRA, SiPC

St. Germain Investment Management operates as
October Mountain Financial Advisors in the Berkshires.

Research completed by 
Dimensional’s 2017 
Global Investor Feedback 

Survey found the most 
important benefit that investors 
receive from their relationship 
with their financial advisor is 
“peace of mind.” 

Having that sense of security—and the knowledge 
that your advisor understands your financial 
situation—is invaluable.

Have a conversation with Gary Schiff, Managing 
Director, and discover the qualities that can help 
provide some certainty in these uncertain times.

Trust can provide a 
sense of security.

Local Leaders and            
Trusted Partners         

North Adams | Pittsfield | Williamstown 
Quincy | Rockland | Scituate

mountainone.com

Jonathan Denmark
President & COO,          
MountainOne Insurance

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT A DEPOSIT, NOT FDIC-INSURED 
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 

NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK, MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE
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KOL K.I.

Images of pomegranates 
are mainstays of Rosh Ha-
shanah cards, Jewish jew-
elry and a range of Jewish 
ritual objects, and the fruit 
itself makes frequent ap-
pearances in Jewish cui-
sine. But what’s so Jewish 
about this ancient treat? 
Quite a lot!

1. The Pomegranate is one 
of Israel’s “Seven Species.”

The pomegranate is one 
of the seven species of Israel (along with wheat, barley, grapes, 
figs, olives, and dates) listed in the Torah in Parashat Eikev (Deu-
teronomy 7:12-11:25).

2. Pomegranates traditionally symbolize fertility and love.

In Jewish tradition, pomegranates are a symbol of fertility and 
love, winning them frequent mention in, among other biblical 
texts, the Song of Songs. For example (Song of Songs 4:3): “Your 
lips are like a crimson thread; your mouth is lovely. Your brow 
behind your veil [gleams] like a pomegranate split open.”

3. Pomegranates decorate many Torah scrolls. 

The decorative ornaments at the top of many Ashkenazi Torah 
scroll covers are often shaped like pomegranates and are called 
rimonim, the Hebrew word for pomegranate.

4. Pomegranates are part of the Sephardic Rosh Hashanah 
seder. 

The pomegranate is one of several symbolic foods incorporated 
into the Rosh Hashanah seder, a Sephardic ritual. Before eating 
the pomegranate seeds, Jews traditionally say, “May we be as full 
of mitzvot (commandments) as the pomegranate is full of seeds.”

5. A Pomegranate is often the “New Fruit” on the second night 
of Rosh Hashanah.

6. Pomegranate seeds are associated with the 613 mitzvot 
(Commandments).

The pomegranate is often said to have 613 seeds, correspond-
ing to the 613 mitzvot (plural of mitzvah) derived from the 
Bible. While this is not actually true (the number of seeds in 

9 Jewish Things About Pomegranates
Why this ancient fruit is a Jewish symbol

each pomegranate var-
ies widely), some have 
theorized that this belief 
stems from a misinter-
pretation of a passage 
in the Gemara (Berachot 
4), which concludes that 
even “the empty ones 
among the Jews are full 
of mitzvot like a pome-
granate is [full of seeds.]”

7. Pomegranates con- 
tinue to grow in Israel.

Pomegranates have been cultivated in Israel (and throughout 
the Middle East) for thousands of years, and they continue 
to grow there in abundance. When pomegranates are in sea-
son, fresh-squeezed pomegranate juice is available in kiosks 
throughout the country. According to the Israeli Agriculture In-
ternational Portal, Israel harvests approximately 60,000 tons of 
the fruit annually, of which about half are earmarked for export.

8. Pomegranates are frequently mentioned in Jewish Texts. 

Pomegranates make frequent appearances in the Bible and Tal-
mud , including:

In Parashat Sh’lach (Numbers 13:1-15:41) in the Torah, a pome-
granate is one of the items brought back by the 12 spies when 
they return from scouting out the Land of Canaan.

Images of pomegranates adorn the robes of the high priest, as de-
scribed in Parashat Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20 – 30:10) of the Torah.

In one story in the Talmud, the wife of a rabbi (Hiyya Bar Ashi) 
tests him by disguising herself as a prostitute and then seduc-
ing him, demanding he pay her with a freshly picked pome-
granate. (Kiddushin 81b)

9. Pomegranates are found on ancient Judean coins.

An image of a pomegranate decorated 
some ancient Jewish coins, including a re-
cently discovered one from the era of the 
Bar Kochba revolt (second century CE).

 

Article courtesy of myjewishlearning.com



KOL K.I.  •   SEPTEMBER 2019   •  ELUL 5779 / TISHREI 5780  n  13

An ongoing tradition at Knesset Israel is to prepare meals of con-
solation for bereaved members and their friends and families, 

served  at the synagogue after a funeral. 

Over the years the number of volunteers have waxed and waned—and we now find 
ourselves in need of new helpers. Criteria include being available on 24-hour notice, 
and being able to stand 2-3 hours preparing food. There are several “old pros” on the 
volunteer list so new people will have others around who know the ropes.

The menu is pre-arranged and always the same. The food is purchased and at the shul 
before the volunteers arrive to help. Approximately 2-4 meals a year are required, but, 
of course, this number varies.  

Please consider this special opportunity to reach out to your K.I. community, and pa-
ticipate in a mitzvah. 

Interested? Email Freya Segal at ftsegal@nycap.rr.com,  
or Ellie Geller at ergmg3@gmail.com

The Importance of  
the K.I. Cemetery  
Memorial Service 
A personal reflection & invitation  
to attend —by Nan Bookless 

Every year during Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur our sanctuary is filled to overflow-
ing. And yet, the holiday that inspires 
such high attendance, begins with a cer-
emony that attracts a very small crowd. 

Usually scheduled for the Sunday before 
Rosh Hashana, the Cemetery Memori-
al Service is a time to honor and reflect 
on the life and influence that loved ones 
have had on our lives. 

I was unaware of  this service until after 
my mother died. My father, who had at-
tended for years, asked me to accompa-
ny him. I had no idea what the ceremony 
was about and no idea what to expect. 
Milling about the upper portion of the 
cemetery were about 15-20 familiar 
faces. Most attendees were elderly with 
a few baby boomers. Everyone was kib-
bitzing, and despite the small crowd, it 

was an effort to quiet everyone and be-
gin. Eddie Skoletsy handed out a small 
paper booklet with an admonition that 
it must be returned afterwards. “Memo-
rial Prayers at the Cemetery…Personal 
Meditations and Community Memorial 
Service.” Somehow I ended up with one 
on my bookshelf!

The small crowd gathered around the 
rabbi as he began the prayers—some re-
cited by him, others read in unison. And 
then he paused, and asked those who 
wished to do so, to say their departed 
loved ones names aloud. Some lists were 
short, others long; some said one name, 
another ten. But in that moment, as we 
spoke their names with the breath they 
gave us—for others to hear—it was not 
surprising that many of our voices broke. 
Our grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, 
friends, relatives…names that except on 
their Yahrzeits were not said aloud in 
community anymore. How could one 
not be moved? . 

I do not think I have missed this service 
since. This year I wanted to share this ex-
perience with you, and encourage you 
to attend this powerful gathering. In 
my opinion this is a ceremony for young 
and old. The most important thing I get 
from being a member of K.I. is a sense of 
community. This short shared service, 

not only supports others, but brings us 
closer together.

n In researching how the Cemetery Me-
morial Service relates to the Holy Days, 
I came across this wise observation by 
Rabbi Debra Cantor, B’nai Tikvoh-Sho-
lom, Bloomfield, Connecticut:

“The fact is, we do not need to come to 
the cemetery to remember our loved 
ones. We think about…them every day. 
We come to…remind us of what our 
loved ones stood for, what values they 
cherished.

And we wonder, as we prepare [for] the 
High Holy Days, what will be our epi-
taph? What will be our legacy? How will 
we be remembered?

We visit the cemetery at this season to 
set our priorities straight, to remind our-
selves about what truly matters, what re-

KOL K.I.

continued on page 15

Meals of Consolation:  
Volunteers Needed
“We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey”

learn. inspire. grow. together.
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visit   

knessetisrael.org

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI! 

From Hebrew School for our  children  
to stimulating classes  

and programs for adults…
• 

Lunch & Learn / Discover your inner Torah
Feed your spirit through artistic expression 

•

inspire.
 

Connect with each generation
Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…transform our world

•

grow.
 

Start where you are 
Beam with new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar
Nourish mind, heart & soul

•

together.
Joyfully stuff envelopes  

with other mailing mavens! 
Be a GLEE star 

at Shirei Shabbat 
Comfort a loss 

with Chevra Kaddisha

•

2019 K.I. Gala Photo Gallery

1 2

3

4 5

6
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mains long after we have left this earth: 
the good we did, the words we shared, 
the comfort we offered, the relationships 
we nurtured, the acts of kindness we 
performed, the times we asked forgive-
ness, the times we forgave, the love we 
freely gave and received.”

That is why we visit. To reconnect, to re-
member and to go forth on our journey 
towards this fresh New Year, determined 
and inspired to live better lives.”

The Knesset Israel Cemetery Memorial 
Service will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22 at 10 a.m. at the K.I. cemetery.

Cemetery gates will be open 9:30am to 
5pm, Sunday, September 22. 

Rreprinted from KOL KI September, 2017

Cemetery Service 
continued from page 11

There are stars whose  
light reaches the earth only 
after they themselves have 
disintigrated. And there are 
individuals whose memory 
lights the world after they 
have passed from it. These 
lights shine in the darkest 
night & illumine our path… 

—Hannah Senesh

2019 K.I. Gala Photo Gallery

The K.I. Gala, held on July 1, was a resounding success. Thanks go to our wonderful chair-
person, Bobbi Cohn, and her Gala committee that presented us with a good time, excellent 
entertainment, and fundraising success.

1. Ben Moss, Pianist  /  Matt Doyle, Performer  •  2. Len & Alice Schiller  •  3. Arlene Schiff,  
Marcie Greenfield Simons, Stu Masters, Leslie & Roy Kozupsky  •  4. Naomi Schwartz,  
Susan Miller  •  5. Dara Kaufman, Phyllis Curran  •  6. Laura Rosenthal, Jane Rosen,  
Roz Kopfstein  •  7. Front row: Glenna & Marty Bloom, Jeff & Judy Cook • Back row: Richard 
Holland, Catherine Birkhahn, Susan Lipton, Buddy Lewis  •  8.  Yaacov & Nina Rone  
9. Fran Wolk, Marcie Greenfield Simons  •  10. Front row: Barbara & David Rutter, Mike & Bobbi 
Cohn, Gala guest  •  Back row: Lauren Spitz, Sharon Siegel, Gala guest

7

8 9

10
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Funds & Endowments
In honor of Alan Metzger on the 
occasion of his special birthday
     Natalya and Sergey Yantovsky 

In memory of Elliott Krancer
     Helen Krancer 

In memory of Samuel Yantovsky
     Sergey, Natalya, Ilya & Ari Yantovsky 

In memory of Sam Landa
     The Landa family 

    

CEMETERY GATE AND ROADS FUND 

In appreciation of KI Volunteers
     Don and Phoebe Sugarman 

In memory of Theresa Pill
     Carole Siegel 
     Dana and Jeff Siege 
     Helaine Rose 
     Richie and Marcie Greenfield Simons   

In memory of Israel Pill
     David Pill 

In memory of Arnold Robbins
In memory of Gordon Adleson 
In memory of Linda Robbins
     Elaine and Leonard Lipton 

In memory of Gordon Adelson
     Lois Kronick 

CHESED FUND 

In memory of Bernard Paretz
     Dale & Richard Charkow 

In memory of Sidney Landes
     Fred and Brenda Landes 

In memory of Bea Dichner
     The Landa Family 

ESTHER AND SAMUEL COHEN  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Esther Geller Cohen
In memory of Samuel Benjamin Cohen
     Ileen and Leonard Cohen 

ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

Mazel Tov to Margo Golos on her  
new home
Mazel Tov to Rebecca Cook-Dubin for  
being awarded the Leonhardt Family 
Teaching Chair at Miss Hall's School
Refuah Shleimah/speedy recovery to 
Lora Tobias
Refuah Shleimah/speedy recovery to 
Nina Rone
     Nan and Allan Lipton 

    

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In appreciation of my K.I. friends for 
your kindness and support during and 
through my recent accident.
     Maxine Bookless 

In honor of Myrna Hammering for her 
inspirational teaching and being.
     Alice and Norman Klein 

In memory of Diane Spinrad
     Myrna & Elie Hammerling 

    

BERKSHIRE JEWISH FILM FEST 

In appreciation of the Berkshire Jewish 
Film Festival
     Walter and Margory Tolub 

SAMUEL AND ANNA BOOKLESS 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Benjamin Bookless
     Maxine Bookless and Nan Bookless 

CEMETERY FUND 

In honor of Don Sugarman and his 
generosity to Rosh Chodesh
     Jan Zimbler 

In honor of Phoebe and Don 
Sugarman's 50th Anniversary!
     Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

PHYLLIS AND JOEL CURRAN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Martin Curran
     Joel and Phyllis Curran 

DEBRA DEROTHSCHILD  
ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Philip Schatten's Birthday
     Ileen and Leonard Cohen 

MAX AND HINDA FISHELSON 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Max Fishelson
     Laura and John Frankenthaler 

    

GENERAL DONATION FUND 

In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
Get well wishes to Elie Hammerling
     Fran and Joel Wolk 

In appreciation of the Aliayh I received 
when visiting over the summer
     Joel Policzer 

In honor of Joan Grossman
     Fern Blood 

In honor of Dr. Edward Helitzer and his 
support for our Sunday Minyan
     Michael and Susan Albert 

In memory of Alexander Sussman
     Amy and Alan Levine 

In memory of Joseph Stern
     Barbara and Murray Akresh 

In memory of Vera Gangel
     Barbara Gershen 

In memory of Bertha Jacobs Feingold
     Bruce and Karen Jacobs 

In memory of Howard Kanner
     Ellen Kanner 

In memory of Dr. Joyce J. Kaufman

     Jan Kaufman 

In memory of Martha Rothstein
     Janet and David Rothstein 

Minimum donation to funds is $5.   
Endowment fund minimum is $10. We welcome contributions in any amount.  

Contributions of less than $5 not publicized.
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Funds & Endowments

In memory of Elliot Harvey Stahl
     Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

In memory of Marcia Rosenthal
     Laura Rosenthal 

In memory of William Bender
     Lillian Bender 

In memory of Goddy Goodman
In memory of Meyer Paskowitz

In memory of Ralph Goodman
     Myla Blum 

In memory of Fanny Tryster
     Rochelle Leinwand and Morton Taubin 

    

MORRIS AND SYLVIA GELLER  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Cecelia Rainka
In memory of Morris Geller
In memory of Sylvia Geller
     Susan Geller 

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

In honor of Joseph Weiner on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
     Alan and Margery Metzger 

In honor of Grandson Noam Ephraim
     Brenda and Fred Landes 

In honor of Leora Cook-Dubin on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
     Carole Siegel 

In honor of Leora Cook-Dubin on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
     Irene Blumberg 

In honor of all the wonderful teachers 
at KI
     Richie and Marcie Greenfield Simons 

In honor of Ellie Caine on the occasion 
of her Bat Mitzvah
     Terry and Arthur Wasser 

In memory of Walter Epstein
     Elaine Epstein 

In memory of Roz Guild
     Elaine Padilla 

In memory of Bruce Rossomando
     Janet and David Rothstein 

LEONARD AND ELAINE LIPTON  
MUSIC ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Barbara and Elliot 
     Greenfeld's 60th anniversary
In honor of our granddaughter Halle 
     Newman's high school graduation
In memory of Betty Rich
In memory of Marian Liverman
In memory of Paul Rich
     Elaine and Leonard Lipton 

KENNETH AND ELAINE LOVEMAN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Ida C. Loveman
In memory of Joseph F. Loveman
In memory of Sidney Goodman
     Elaine Loveman

    

KIDDUSH FUND 

In appreciation of the Kiddush luncheon 
preceding the book discussion by Rabbi 
Richard Agler on 7/13/19
     Joel and Yelena Agler 

In appreciation of for Knesset Israel 
being so wonderful
     Max and Shirley Berman 

In honor of Joel and Phyllis Curran
     Brenda and Fred Landes 

In honor of 50th Wedding Anniversary 
of Dale and Richard Charcow
     Carol Gale 

In honor of Ellie and Mike Geller's son's 
marriage
     Carole Siegel 

In honor of Joel Curran for helping with 
the family chuppah
     Ellie and Mike Geller 

In honor of Nina and Yaacov Rone 
celebrating the 80th year of their 
birthdays
In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
     Estelle Leibowitz 

In honor of Chris Goetze for his excellent 
culinary skills in preparing Kiddush over 
the summer
In honor of Rabbi Michael and Fani 
Monson's kindness during their 
Berkshire stay this summer
In honor of Stuart and Ellen Masters' 
hospitality this summer
In honor of the birth of a new grandson 
to Ken Amron and Ruth Frommer
     Jan Kaufman 

In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
     Laura Rosenthal 

In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
     Marcie and Richie Greenfield Simons 

In honor of Kay and Howard Lerner's 
anniversary
     Margie and Alan Metzger 

In honor of Robert Ferren on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
     Regina Karas 

In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
     Roz and Ed Kolodny 

In honor of Rabbi Jan Kaufman on 
the occasion of her 40th ordination 
anniversary
     Susan Abramovitz 

In memory of Sidney Metzger
In memory of Gerald Mass
     Alan and Margie Metzger 

In memory of Lawrence Fraker
     Brenda and Fred Landes 

In memory of Henry Krawet
     Dave and Ann Krawet 

In memory of Diane Spinrad
In memory of Lawrence Fraker
     Diana Geller and Andy Geller 

Please support Knesset Israel’s Minyan Services
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In memory of Elliott Krancer
     Helen Krancer 

In memory of Marlayne Weinberg, 
Grandmother of Joe and Molly 
Weinberg
     Leslie Fishbein and Thomas Sebesteyn 

In memory of Jeanette Geller
     Mike and Ellie Geller 

In memory of Rose Reingold
     Myra and Larry Promisel 

ROBERT AND ESTHER MARKOWITZ 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Ben Markowitz
In memory of Dave Goodheartz
In memory of Nancy Rottman
     Robert Markowitz 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In appreciation of Ed and Cindy Helitzer 
for their service to Knesset Israel
     Bea Selig 

In appreciation of KI allowing us to 
borrow the beautiful Chuppah for 
daughter's wedding
     Lillian Bender 

In honor of Stuart and Ellen Masters
     Alan Weiner 

In honor of Joseph Weiner on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
     Ann and Dave Krawet 

In honor of the birth of Noam Landes, 
grandson of Brenda and Fred Landes
In honor of the marriage of Rachel 
Zuckerman and Chris Peifer
In honor of Hannah Rose Simons, 
daughter of Richie and Marcie Simons, 
receiving her Masters in Nursing
     Arline and Gary Schiff 

In honor of Joan Grossman on the 
occasion of her reaffirmation of her Bat 
Mitzvah
In honor of Joseph Weiner on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah
     Bea Selig 

In memory of Joshua Louis Weinstein
In memory of Lawrence Fraker
In honor of Dana Sebestyen's 
graduation
In honor of Noam Landes, Brenda and 
Fred Landes' new grandson
     Diane Weinstein 

In honor of grandson born to Fred and 
Brenda Landes and Grandson born to 
Leslie and Roy Kozupsky
     Richie and Marcie Greenfield Simons 

In memory of Charles Flaster
     Barbara Mandler 

In memory of Gertrude Finger
     Gerald and Barbara Hayden 

In memory of Isadore Lerner
     Gerry Becker 

In memory of Elliott Krancer
     Helen Krancer 

In memory of Katherine Johnson
     Jane and Alex Rosen 

In memory of Betty Rich. 
"Happy Birthday"
     Love, Skip and Joseph 

In memory of Sophie Goldner
     Marian and Marshall Raser 

In memory of Larry Dubin
In memory of Philip Cook
     Nancy Cook 

In memory of Barbara Rose Bass Snyder
     Ruth, Robert Nicole & Alyssa Waldheim 

Mazel Tov to Leora Cook-Dubin and her 
teachers on her becoming bat Mitzvah
Mazel Tov to Phyllis and Ira Lieberman 
on the bnai mitzvah of their twin 
grandsons
Mazel Tov to Susan Zuckerman on the 
marriage of her daughter, Rachel Aliza
Mazel Tov to to Joseph Weiner and his 
teachers on his becoming bar mitzvah
Good and safe travels to the Weiner 
family
Yashar Koach to Elisa Cook Snowise and 
team
     Nan and Allan Lipton 

RENEWAL FUND 

In memory of Miriam Helitzer
     Cindy and Ed Helitzer 

    

CHARLES AND TILLIE ROBBINS  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Arnold Robbins
     Joann Kronick and Lois Kronick 

    

JEFFREY SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 

In honor of the birth of Noam Landes, 
grandson of Brenda and Fred Landes
     Carole Siegel 

    

JOSEPH AND PAULINE SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT 
In honor of the birth a baby boy to 
Gabrielle Steinhardt Lind and Seth Lind      
Sharon, Joel, Sam and Eric Karlin 

In memory of Dale Gelber
     Beth and Roger Kruvant 

   

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Ira Siegel
     Sharon Siegel 

IRMA SMITH ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Irma Smith
     Marvin Smith and Family 

MAX AND GERTRUDE SMITH  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Gertrude Smith
     Marvin Smith and Family 

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA STEIN  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Joyce Stein Turow
     Sharon, Joel, Sam and Eric Karlin

Funds & Endowments

O
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Say not in grief 
‘they are no more’ 
but in thankfulness 

that they were.
—Hebrew proverb

9/1 - 1 ELUL

Albert Cohen 
Dora Kanter  
Fred Goetz  
Joseph Plotsky 

9/2 - 2 ELUL

Ann Pomerantz  
David H. Shair 
Florence Hazen 
Muriel M. Gersh 
Nathan Pines 

9/3 - 3 ELUL

Harry Rudich 
Hedy Kamm 
Milton Aronstein 
Phil M. Frankel 
Ruth Rosen 

9/4/- 4 ELUL

Benjamin Drate 
Elsie Markowitz 
Frank Ptashkin 
Henry Raphan 
Isadore Block 
Milton A. Kolodkin 
Hyman Rosenthal

9/5 - 5 ELUL

Abraham Lipson 
Israel Cutler 
Israel Manny Cohen 
Morris Goldstein 

9/6 - 6 ELUL

Helen Davidoff 
Irving Kay 
Samuel Perlmutter 
Shirley Yanofski 

9/7/ - 7 ELUL

Eva Smicker 
Joyce Stein 
Lena Ginsberg 
Morris H. Lubin 
Rose Schlingbaum 
Sol Raphan 
Stanley Leeper 

9/8 - 8 ELUL
Benjamin Lehrer 
Esther Freadman 
Ida Teitelbaum 
Max Smith 
Ruth Waller 

9/9- 9 ELUL

Blanche Handelman 
Dora Goldberg 
Ethel Haft 
Max C. Kaye 

9/10 - 10 ELUL

Chaim Witkowski 
Henry Voremberg 
Marvin Gersh 
Minnie Cohen 
Nathan Kaplan 
Philip Turetsky 

9/11 - 11 ELUL 

Irving Siegel  
Samuel Akresh  
Samuel Gold 

9/12- 12 ELUL

Benjamin Cohen 
Jim Orlow 
Louis Zemmel 

9/13- 13 ELUL

Anna Chesney 
Eliezer Samel 
Harry Albert 
Henry Golub 
Tillie Cohen 
Vincent Acquisto 

9/14 - 14 ELUL

Arno Altmann 
Bernard Bressler 
David Marks 
Sarah Altmann 
Tillie Sandler 

9/15 - 15 ELUL

Bess K. Rosenthal 
Dora Levin 
Gloria Leavitt 
Hannah Green 
Tillie Metropole 

9/16 - 16 ELUL 

Bernard Katz  
Florence Frankel  
Rachel Albert  
Rubin Marmulstein 

9/17 - 17 ELUL

Abraham Rosenblum 
Edith A. Reder 
Helen Fellner 
John Feldman 
Morris H. Kane 
Stanley Howard 
     Oransky 
Walter Rosenzweig 

9/18 - 18 ELUL

David Mindlin 
Henry Stern 
Sadie Kobritz 

9/19 - 19 ELUL

Ann F. Imhoff 
Carol Greenwald 
     Hochfelder 
Eleanor Kaplan 
Hanan Berlin 
Isadore Staskin 
Mary Foglia 

Maurice Hyman  
     Goldstein 
Philip Rothenberg 
Rose Secunda 
Samuel Pill 
Saul Leo Tauber 
William Adelson 

9/20 - 20 ELUL

Fannie Goldstein Fein 
Philip Alberts 
Sylvia Weisberg 
9/22- 22 ELUL

Chaim Goldin 
Dijon Green 
Judith Lipschutz 
Leon Reingold 
Mae Fuhrman 
Miriam Samuels 
Nathan Bookless 
Rose Dworkin Silver 

9/23 - 23 ELUL

Daniel Goldlust 
Irving Goldberg 
Jill Weiner 
Martin Moss 
Reva Curran 
Samuel Joseph Pill 

9/24 - 24 ELUL
Ben Ortenberg 
Benjamin Perlman 
Boris London 
David Goldenberg 
Morris Meirowitz 
Rachel Shindler 
Vivian Rosenberg 

9/25 - 25 ELUL
Elyse Newson 
Mera Berman 

9/26 - 26 ELUL

Abraham Cutler 
Dr. Elihu Isadore Klein 
Edward Skoletsky 
Esther Bookless 
     Schechter 
Shirley Kravitz 

9/27 - 27 ELUL

Edward Handelman 
Fainya Levina 
Gertrude Moskowitz 
Morris Schiller 
Ronald Albert 

9/28 - 28 ELUL

Abraham Pincus 
Charles Louis Klein 
Edith Zuckerman 
     Evans 
Myron Woller 
9/29 - 29 ELUL

Esther Rose  
     Savitt Samuels 
Joseph Gruberg 
Lawrence E. Selkowitz 
Lillian Bernstein 
Samuel Glaberson 
Sylvia Gluck 

9/30 - 1 TISHRI 5780

Arlene Margolis 
Cong. B’Nai Abraham     
     Sandisfield 
Eleanor Stern 
Friedl Sturm 
George Lober 
Gussie Jean Prose 
Howard Fishman 
Ida Soifer Dworkin 
In Memory of All  
   Unremembered Jews 
Joseph Klein 
Liba Rothenberg 
Mac Sturm 
Mary Sidransky 
Meyer Rothenberg 
Mitchell Dworkin 
Nathan Dworkin 
Ralph Radsken 
Spencer Norman 
     Prose
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Rosh Chodesh founders  
Jan Zimbler (l) and 

Maxine Bookless (r) 
visit the Bobby Braun 

Memorial Garden 
with Ev Bastow, who 
has volunteered to 

facilitate the  
garden’s rehabilation.

•
Nancy Cook, pictured 

far right,  has 
developed a garden 
design, and will lead 

volunteers in the work 
necessary to make the 

garden bloom again.

See the full story, along with volunteer opportunities on page 9 of this issue of KOL K.I.


