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A Special Gift
Lives dedicated to learning and giving —by Ed Udel

Knesset Israel has received a generous 
gift arranged by Jeanne Hirshberg and 
Mark Alimansky, niece and nephew of 
Rita and Sol Toscher who were long-
time residents of Pittsfield and members 
of Knesset Isreal. Rita (Levine) Toscher 
(1915-1997) and her husband Sol Toscher 
(1917-2004) established the Rita and Sol 
Toscher Memorial Fund many years ago. 
Now the balance of that fund (approxi-
mately $48,000.00) will be gifted to our 
congregation.

In his letter of acknowledgement to 
Jeanne and Mark, K.I. President Richard 
Simons stated that over the years the 
Toscher Fund has enabled the congrega-
tion to provide “…a meaningful educa-
tion to the children of K.I.”  The balance 
will now be placed in our endowment 
portfolio and established as the Rita and 
Sol Toscher Endowment Fund. He also 
stated that he recalled with great affec-
tion the time he spent with Sol, and the 
loving way in which he talked about Rita.

Rita was born in Pittsfield, the young-
est of six daughters of Anna and Lew-

is Levine (a life-long member of  
Knesset Israel). All of the sisters were 
encouraged to continue their edu-
cations beyond high school and in 
the mid-1930’s, Rita enrolled at the 
University of Alabama. She chose 
the school for its climate which was 
more favorable to her health, as she 
had polio. There, through participa-
tion in Hillel, she met Sol Toscher of 
Denver, Colorado. Sol said it was the 
only place he could live on $5 a week 
during the Depression. 

After the two married, they lived in 
Pittsfield until their retirement. Rita 
became a career-long librarian at the 
Berkshire Athenaeum principally serving 
in area hospitals and extended care facil-
ities, while Sol worked at General Electric 
as a manufacturing specialist. Though 
childless, they loved children, especially 
their nieces and nephews who all recip-
rocated their love.

Family and community were primary 
in their minds. When they died, they 
left a charitable fund with instructions 

that grants from this fund be distribut-
ed annually to Pittsfield organizations 
they had supported and which had sup-
ported them, such as Knesset Israel, The  
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, the 
local YMCA, and the Berkshire Museum, 
as well as four research universities in Is-
rael, and (of course) to Hillel.

With affection, respect and gratitude, we 
remember Rita and Sol Toscher and their 
deep and abiding commitment to our 
congregation and our community.

Sol and Rita Toscher
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Paul Green is in need of a kidney from a living donor. A 
prominent musician, he is married to Lisa Green, both 
Knesset Israel members who live in Pittsfield with their dog, 
Jolene.

Paul has advanced Stage 4 kidney disease and has been 
placed on the kidney transplant list at UMass Memorial 
in Worcester. However, the list’s waiting time for a kidney 
from a cadaver can be more than five years, while a trans-
plant from a living donor can happen very quickly. It will 
also last on average twice as long as one from a deceased 
donor. That’s why he has begun “kidney campaigning.”

More than 113,000 people in the United States are waiting 
for transplants, but the demand for organs far exceeds the 
supply. Living donation offers another choice for transplant 
candidates. 

Paul has been living with kidney disease for a long time. 
“The first signs of it occurred almost 30 years ago,” Paul says. 
“Fortunately, the disease progressed slowly, and I’ve lived a 
very full life despite it. But I am getting close to having to 
go on dialysis, and while I’m glad it exists, it can be debili-
tating, and it is much better for my prognosis if I am able to 
get a kidney transplant before I have to start dialysis.”

It’s a daunting prospect to find a living donor. Who really wants 
to ask someone to donate an organ? But in doing his research, 
Paul has learned that the best way to find a willing donor is to 
get his story out, and have others share his story as widely as 
possible.

“You probably wouldn’t know to look at me that I have end-
stage kidney disease, at least right now,” Paul says. “I’ve always 
taken care of myself physically, and I’ve maintained a success-
ful career in music. I’m going public with this because there’s 
so much more that I want to accomplish in my life. I am still 
expanding my musical horizons, finding relationships between 
Jazz and Klezmer music. I am always learning new music and 
feel like my purpose in life is to play music and share it with 

people. Lately I’ve been getting great satisfaction from my 
newfound talents as a composer and arranger. I fear that with-
out a transplant, I will not be able to function long enough to 
fulfill my musical explorations or even—once this pandemic 
is over—continue performing, which, frankly, would be more 
devastating to me than anything else.” 

A living donor doesn’t have to be a family member. (Paul’s one 
sibling has diabetes, which rules him out.) He or she doesn’t 
even need to be a “perfect” match. The new anti-rejection drugs 
have made the “matching” of donor/recipient much easier. If 
the donor/recipient are not compatible, the kidney paired- 
exchange programs allow these donors to be paired and 
matched with other incompatible pairs. There’s really no age 
limit for a donor; the most important factor is that the donor is 
in relatively good health. The donor’s medical expenses would 
be paid by Paul’s insurance. 

Any potential donor will have a lot of questions, and there is 
a lot of information to impart. Some of the excellent websites 
about living kidney donation are the Living Kidney Foundation 
Network (lkdn.org), UNOS, United Network for Organ Sharing 

The Case For A Kidney
K.I. member Paul Green is seeking a living kidney donor

Kol K.I.

The waiting time for a kidney from a 
cadaver can be more than five years, 
while a transplant from a living donor 

can happen very quickly.

continued on page 5
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From the Rabbi

The K.I. social hall still 
smells like hand sanitizer, 
but lately there seem to be 
top-notes of raspberry jam 
and hamantashen. Cindy 
Helitzer, Susan Gordon 
and their dedicated team 
have begun the work of 
the season—baking thou-
sands of cookies for us to 
exchange with each other 
in honor of the upcoming 
Purim holiday. Even with the 
necessary changes, like a smaller scale 
project and social distancing for the mix-
ers, rollers, pinchers, bakers and packers, 
this important community-building and 
fundraising project continues apace. 
Each whiff reminds me that the last full-
scale, in-person events at Knesset Israel 
took place at Purim in 2020—an ener-
gizing concert featuring the KI Band (Re-
member Freddie “Noah” Mercury?) and 
our best-attended, most festive megillah 
reading in years. Purim 2021 will not be 
the same. By now, we know better than 

to plan the details even this far in ad-
vance. But whatever combination of live, 
livestream and Zoom we choose for Pu-
rim events this year, we will do our best 
to have a good time. We have scheduled 
a ZOOM Purim service and megillah 
reading for Thursday, February 25, 7:00-
8:15 p.m. See page 6 for the ZOOM link.

Purim’s core observance is hearing the 
megillah of Esther. That scroll also tells us 
about shalah manot food gift bags, tze-
daka to the poor and the raucous Purim 

party, all enjoined upon 
the Jews in perpetuity by 
Queen Esther and Morde-
cai, once upon a time in 
the days of King Ahash-
verosh. The genre of the 
story in that scroll, how-
ever, is up for debate. Is it 
meant to be history? Even 
if it were believable in the 
slightest, the story does 
not fit into the known his-

tory of the Persian Empire. Is it 
a work of theology? If so, then where is 
God’s name? Is it a work of fiction, a raun-
chy comedy set in a farcically exagger-
ated, imaginary Persian court? But how 
did such a work make the cut into sacred 
scripture? And how do we understand the 
story’s happy ending—a veritable blood-
bath, during which the fearsome Jews 
who live in Persia rout their enemies and 
basically take over the Empire? (Wait… 
Wasn’t that precisely the nightmare that 
Haman warned Ahashverosh about in the 
first place?)

Clearly the megillah means to make our 
heads spin. From its very first scene to 
its last, the book is a full of sudden, un-
expected changes of fate. Here we read 
of a particularly doltish king, also a lush, 
who orders his beautiful wife to dance 
before all the men of Shushan. When 
she refuses, she loses her head. The sto-
ry continues, telling us about a Judean 
exile who is basically abducted, then el-
evated to become Queen of Persia, then 
challenged to put her life on the line 

for a people that barely has a claim on 
her; a foreigner, Haman, who becomes 
Prime Minister; laws that are meant to 
be bent and broken; a king who is pris-
oner to his own infallibility; a confident 
schemer who ends up, literally, hoisted 
on his own petard; a day intended to 
mark the massacre of the Jews that be-
comes a feast day celebrating Jewish 
survival. We know the story so well that 
nothing surprises us. But for the charac-
ters in the story, everything seems to be 
up for grabs, all the time. Their future is 
completely unpredictable. Bible scholar 
Aviva Zornberg observes that one of the 
most common words in the book of Es-
ther is ulai—perhaps. 

Like the characters in the megillah, many 
of us like to think we can predict the fu-
ture, at least a little bit. Despite their start-
ing point, some of these characters learn 
to open themselves to the unknown, 
to the ‘perhaps’ that should always be a 
part of our predictions of the future. In-
deed, as far as the megillah is concerned, 
those people who humbly embrace 
uncertainty, who live with ‘perhaps’ in 
mind, are the ones most likely to thrive. 
Past history is no indicator of future 
performance. Anything is possible; the 
only limits are our own faith, creativity, 
clear-sightedness and courage. With its 
trademark humor and absurdity, the me-
gillah invites us to be less certain about 
how things are going to turn out, to ac-
cept ulai, the unpredictable possibilities 
of ‘perhaps’. Indeed, despite never men-
tioning God by name, the book of Esther 
might, in the end, be a work of theology 
that asserts God’s presence specifically in 
the unknown. If a young Jewish woman 
can become queen, if the mighty Persian 
Empire can end up upside-down, then 
anything really is possible.

Carpe Purim
Life in the face of uncertainity

Rabbi David Weiner

continued bottom page 5

Indeed…the book of Esther might, in the end,  
be a work of theology that asserts God’s presence 

specifically in the unknown.
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Richard Simons

Virtual Connections
And actual new K.I. members!

From the President

Newsflash! The days are slowly getting longer! In Janu-
ary, we see the daylight increase between 90 seconds per 
day to two minutes per day. With the addition of daylight, 
we also see hope on the horizon with the administration  
of the COVID vaccine beginning in our community. In 
the meantime, we continue to connect with each other 
virtually.

If you have not yet tuned in to K.I. Livestream for ei-
ther Friday night or Shabbat morning, you can expe-
rience davening and learning with our community 
by doing so at knessetisrael.org/livestream. If anyone 
needs assistance accessing the technology, please call 

the office and someone will get back to you to assist or troubleshoot. Volunteers 
along with Rabbi Weiner have been coming to the sanctuary on a weekly basis to 
make sure a K.I. Shabbat service remains available. In addition, classes and min-
yanim during the week continue via Zoom. You can find the times for these class-
es and services on the monthly KOL K.I. bulletin calendar pages. The easiest and 
most up-to-date way to find information about Knesset Israel's services, classes, 
and programing is on our Shabbat Central padlet at padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/ 
KIShabbatCentral.

We have welcomed five new families to our membership. Rabbi Seth Wax, Dr. 
Elizabeth Berger and their daughter, Mia, from Williamstown; Julia Kaplan, from 
Pittsfield; Robert and Linda Friedman from Lenox and White Plains; Linda and Bill 
Ackerman from New York; and Joseph and Patricia Finkelstein from Lenox have 
joined our community. It is challenging not to be able to warmly welcome these 
new members in person, but we look forward to the day when each family can be 
greeted properly in person! 

Wishing all of you health, warmth, and light as we enter the dead of winter.  I hope 
to see you online in the virtual K.I. world!

(transplantliving.org/kidney/can-i-be-a-
donor/), and the National Kidney Regis-
try (kidneyregistry.org). 

All it takes is one person willing, able 
and qualified to donate a kidney. Paul is 
grateful for any help in sharing his quest, 
and looks forward to playing in the Shirei 
Shabbat services when we can all gather 
together again in the sanctuary. 

n If you, or anyone you know of, might be 
willing to donate a kidney, please contact 
Paul at 561-302-5816 or paulgreen pro-
ductions@gmail.com. 

n To speak confidentially with someone  
to learn more about donating, UMass  
Memorial (where Paul is registered) en-
courages potential donors to call the 
transplant office at 508-834-1269, and ask 
to speak to a member of the Living Donor 
Transplant Team.

The Case For A Kidney 
(continued from page 3)

All of us have lived with great uncertainty in the last year. Many have learned to 
change our habits to stay healthy, to respond to our circumstances with thought-
fulness, flexibility and speed, to set priorities and let go of that which is less im-
portant. I no longer plan more than four to six weeks in advance, if that, and I have 
tried to support other leaders in our community when, as the Yiddish proverb 
says, they plan, and God laughs. This year Purim can remind us that what is does 
not determine the limits of what might be. Inertia and momentum are not the 
only forces in human affairs. Creativity, ingenuity and hope can transform what 
looks impossible into a new reality.

Wishing you Simhat Purim – a joyous Purim celebration.

From the Rabbi: Carpe Purim
continued from page 4

Paul & Lisa Green
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February 2021 Calendar

FRIDAY NIGHT CANDLE LIGHTING:
February 5 .......................................................................................4:54 PM

February 12 .....................................................................................5:03 PM

February 19 .....................................................................................5:12 PM

February 26 .....................................................................................5:20 PM

FEBRUARY SHABBAT & WEEKDAY SERVICES

The following plans assume our approach to services from late 
December and January will continue into February. Should 
things change and our public health advisors suggest that it 
will be safe to open our doors to in-person davening in one way 
or another, we will keep you informed through email updates.

n  KABBALAT SHABBAT 

Fridays ..............................LIVESTREAM  ......................... 5:45 PM
February 5—Musical Minyan
February 12 & 26—Traditional Service

February 19 —Shirei Shabbat

n  SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES

Saturdays .........................LIVESTREAM  ......................... 9:30 AM

n  HAVDALA & SOCIAL PROGRAMS   

Saturdays 6, 20, & 27 ......ZOOM ..................................... 7:00 PM

ZOOM ID # 556-224-391 

n  COMMUNITY HAVDALA SPECIAL EVENT

Saturday, February 13.....ZOOM  ................................... 7:30 PM 
Havdala & Concert featuring Neshama Carlebach 
YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT!  
See back cover of this KOL KI for all the details

n  MORNING DAVENING (includes mourner’s kaddish)

Sundays ............................ZOOM ..................................... 8:45 AM

ZOOM ID #: 820-8643-6900

n  EVENING DAVENING (includes mourner’s kaddish)

Tuesdays & Thursdays ....ZOOM ..................................... 7:00 PM

ZOOM ID # 934-910-554

Because COVID guidelines change often,  
K.I.'s scheduling and arrangements can change on very short notice.

The easiest and most up-to-date way verify the following information, or find additions  
and changes about Knesset Israel's services, classes, and programing is at  

padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/KIShabbatCentral
Updates are made every Thursday for the following week.

CLASSES

n  TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK 
with Myrna Hammerling 
Every Tuesday in February ................................................. 10:30 AM

   Study the Torah Portion of the Week through the lens of schol-
ars and commentaries. Myrna Hammerling continues her in-
sightful approaches to seeking wisdom for our own day from 
these ancient stories and laws. Try it! You may really like it!! 
ZOOM ID:  851-6320-8966

n  BEYOND DISPUTE 
Rabbi's Adult Education Class  
Every Thursday morning in February ..............10:45 AM–NOON 
ZOOM ID: 863-269-457

n  MUSSAR 
with Rabbi Pamela Wax 
Sundays ................................................................................ 9:30-11 AM 
For registered participants, only. Since the class is at capacity, 
we are not accepting new students at this time. 
Feb. 7, March 14, April 11, May 16, June 13, July 11, Aug. 8 
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HOW TO ZOOM

n  1. Go to Zoom.us at the announced time.     
n  2. Click “join a meeting” 

n  3. Enter the Zoom ID number      
n  4. If asked, give Zoom permission to use  

your camera and microphone.

Knesset Israel makes every effort to keep ZOOM  
numbers consistent. The most reliable updates will be  
posted at padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/KIShabbatCentral.

Updated announcements will be in our weekly E-news,  
on our website calendar & K.I.’s "COVID-19 Response” page. 

 
HOW TO LIVESTREAM

Option 1  
n  Download the Boxcast app in your Roku,  

AppleTV or Kindle Fire TV, 
n  Open the app and search for the Knesset Israel channel.  

You may view current and past recordings.

Option 2 
n  Go to knessetisrael.org/livestream at the announced time.  

n  You may need to press the “play” button  
that appears onscreen.  

n  On that page you will find suggestions  
to improve your experience. 

n  Watch and sing along. 

WHEN ALLOWED BY COVID PROTOCOLS:

HOW TO ATTEND SERVICES IN PERSON  
IN THE K.I. SANCTUARY

If you are comfortable in periodically joining in prayer in the 
K.I. sanctuary, but have not yet done so, please get in touch 
with Diana or Rabbi Weiner to receive an update about safety 
and health protocols.   n   You may sign up to attend week-
end services (Friday evening, Saturday & Sunday morning) 
up to three weeks in advance at padlet.com/KnessetIsrael/
makeaminyan. You do not need to sign up in advance in order 
to attend, but it helps ensure we will have a minyan. Ques-
tions? Please contact Rabbi Weiner or Stu Masters.

The majority of our members and visitors will participate in 
Knesset Israel services, classes, and programming through 
their computers and devices (Zoom & Livestreaming). A few 
people, through advance arrangement only, will gather in 
person in the sanctuary.

Clip & Save! 
Zoom & Livstream Cheat Sheet

for Services, Classes, and Programming

Purim Services
MAARIV, MEGILLAH READING  
INTERACTIVE GAMES AND FUN

Thursday, February 25 ..................................................... 7-8:15 PM

ZOOM ID # 934-910-554

Order Hamantashen!
Baking pandemic style—by Cindy Helitzer

Our winter hamantashen project, an important fundraiser 
for our synagogue, continues on despite the covid pandem-
ic. We have done physically distant, masked baking sessions 
to abide by the covid guidelines and to keep everyone safe.  

You should have received your order form in the mail. If 
not, one appears on page 9 in this KOL K.I. We scaled back 
the project this year to bake apricot and raspberry only, so 
please send your orders to K.I. as soon as possible. There are 
no mail orders this year. 

The deadline is February 5th. For any questions, you can 
email Cindy Helitzer at chelitzer2012@gmail.com or Diana 
MacFarlane, office manager, at office@knessetisrael.org.

February 2021 Calendar
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Susan Frisch Lehrer, K.I. member and Coordinator of Volunteers and the PJ  
Library, wrote the following letter to the editor of The Berkshire Eagle regarding 
the 2020 PJ Library Pajama Drive. In case you missed it, we are reprinting it here. 
When asked about the totals, Susan reported… "Truthfully, I stopped counting at 
439 and there was another large bag—so I'll guess about 450!  I'm still so over-
whelmed at what we collected and so grateful to our caring Berkshire community. 
We had so many not connected with the Jewish community who dropped off PJs 
at the JFB office and in our bins. We also had many from our Jewish community 
who not only dropped off PJs, but also sent in many checks for purchasing them. 
My letter says it all."

When we meet on the joyous holiday of Purim, we greet each other with wishes of “Happy Purim.” 

In Hebrew, we say “chag Purim samayach” (KHAG poo-REEM sah-MAY-akh).  

In Yiddish, the traditional blessing is for “ah freilichen Purim” (ah FRAY-likh-en POO-rim).

An Overwhelming Success
400+ children have new, warm pjs this year!

This letter is a big thank you to our Berkshire community!  No really, a 
colossal one! For the last 8 years community members of the Jewish  
Federation of the Berkshires and PJ Library families sponsored a pajama 
drive collection for families served by the Berkshire office, MA Department 
Of Children and Families. We knew that giving kids (infants through teens) 
new pjs would help them keep warm during our frigid Berkshire winter 
nights. Those collections amounted to about 130 pairs of pajamas each 
December. This year, knowing that our usual drop off sites (local syna-
gogues) were closed, we partnered with Carr Hardware at three of their 
stores (North Adams, Lenox and Great Barrington).   

We were amazed, astounded, flabbergasted, speechless, (every word you 
can imagine!) at how many sets of pajamas were coming into the office 
(both by delivery trucks and individuals) as well as, those collected from 
the Carr bins. When our volunteers started to bring them in to the office 
in large garbage bags we had the flashback of the scene from Miracle on 
34th Street, when thousands of letters were brought in to the courtroom. 
We remember that the movie is all about believing what is, or is not real… 
this was real!! 

We had over 400 pairs of donated pjs in our small conference room. It lit-
erally took my breath away as I counted through tears…This was the ulti-
mate mitzvah—the Hebrew word for a good deed.

While we have all been immersed in the pandemic, caring for ourselves 
and our families, we still believe in helping others, especially this year!! So a 
colossal thank you goes out to so many people who donated not only the 
many pjs, but also funds for purchases to keep local kids warm this winter. 
We also thank Bart Raser and the staff of the three Carr Hardware stores, 
our volunteer shoppers, and our collection volunteers! Todah Rabah— 
Many Thanks! —Susan Frisch Lehrer 

Updates!

Adopt-a-Family
Meet who you helped…

I'm sure you've all heard 2020 referred to 
as "The year like no other in our lifetime."  
While it is true that we have experienced 
heart-breaking tragedies worldwide, 
we've also experienced the love and gen-
erosity of the people in our community in 
their efforts to help people through this 
tumultuous time. Despite the pandemic, 
the K.I. community came forward to en-
sure that we could continue our annual 
tradition of adopting a family in need 
from the Mass. Department of Children 
and Families. 

This year we adopted a family with two 
teenagers whose parents had passed 
away and an older relative had become 
their primary caretaker. The family had 
suffered a lot of loss and were strug-
gling financially to make things work. 
The social worker stated that it was dif-
ficult to get them to ask for anything, 
even though they were in need. She said 
that when she went to the home to de-
liver the items, she was carrying one of 
the bags packed with gifts. She said that 
they were very excited. She reported that 
when she told them she needed help un-
loading the rest of the vehicle, they were 

It was difficult to get them to 
ask for anything, even though 

they were in need.

continued on page 15
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Hebrew School / Families Together

Learning, Celebrating, Giving…Together 
K.I. Families dhare meaningful activities
by Judith Weiner, K.I. Hebrew School administrator

Adapting

Our Hebrew School has had a successful fall. In November we 
moved fully online and adapted to our ever changing situation. 
Hebrew tutors continued to meet with students and all of our 
students have grown their Hebrew reading skills tremendous-
ly. Our classroom teachers continue to engage and enrich our 
students’ understanding of Jewish practice and values through 
their creative online teaching. Our bar and bat mitzvah stu-
dents continue to learn undaunted by the changing schedules.  

We have been able to continue a modified Junior Congregation 
during some weekends led by Rebecca Cook-Dubin, streaming 
our main service through zoom and using it as a base for dis-
cussion and skills growth.

Partnering with the Berkshire Jewish Film Festival!

This month, Families Together, the Hebrew School and the Film 
Festival are joining forces for an event that incorporates one of 

the themes of Purim. One of the four mitzvot of Purim is Mata-
not L’Evyonim, helping the poor. As a way of highlighting this 
mitzvah, we will be watching Just Eat It, a film about food wast-
age in America. We are making this film available to all families 
free of charge. During Hebrew School classes we will be watch-
ing clips and talking about the impact of food wastage here 
and how we can help and participate. Look out for more details 
berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org.

Hanukkah Family Candle Lighting

On Wednesday, December 16, 2020 K.I. families joined togeth-
er on Zoom for a lively retelling of the classic Hanukkah story, 
Herschel and The Hanukkah Goblins followed by a lighting of 
candles together.  

Its A Wrap!

On Sunday, December 13, 2020, K.I.’s Families Together held 
a modified program for Hanukkah, and to wrap the presents 
so generously donated to our congregation's Adopt-A-Family 
project. Five families participated. We learned about the orig-
inal Hanukkah lamps and had a chance to paint some oil jugs 
and lamps, after which we wrapped the gifts.

Families Together Rambles

Families Together continues to hold outdoor events for families 
that include a walk with an activity (winter bingo, scavenger 
hunt) as well as a story or discussion.  This is an opportunity for 
families to gather—at a distance!— see each other in person, 
and be outside together safely.

Keep an eye out for the next event!
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winterFlicks/Berkshire Jewish Film Festival
Pink rabbits, food waste, senior love

BJFF winterFlicks is showing the endearing and beautifully rendered When Hitler Stole 
Pink Rabbit from January 21—February 4. It is the story of Anna, a German/Jewish girl 
who at the age of nine, in 1933, goes from a carefree existence to a world of fear and 
uncertainty. With their belongings confiscated (stolen) we follow Anna and her family 
on their courageous journey coping with the challenges of being refugees. The film is 
an adaptation of Judith Kerr’s semi-autobiographical best-selling children’s novel.

Join us in February (available 2/18 through 3/1) for the eye-opening documentary 
film Just Eat It, A Food Waste Story. We all love food. As a society, we devour countless 
cooking shows, culinary magazines, and foodie blogs. So how could we possibly be 
throwing nearly 50 percent of it in the trash? All proceeds of this film will be donated 
to the Community Food Pantry of the South Congregational Church.

Coming up in March is Love in Suspenders (available 3/8 through 3/22). This heartfelt 
film is a charming romantic comedy about two mismatched seniors finding love when 
unusual circumstances conspire to bring them together.

Look for more information on the BJFF website, berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org, and if 
you haven’t already, sign up for the BJFF e-newsletter.  

Yehuda Barkan and Nitsa Shaul star in Love in 
Suspenders, a charming romantic comedy for 
the young and young at heart.
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K.I. programs continue keeping our community in close touch with one another. We are 
plumbing our creativity to find program ideas to keep us all connected and involved.

On December 5, Ellen and Stuart Masters hosted the program over ZOOM they named 
“A Few of My Favorite Things.”  In elementary school we called it “show and tell” but the 
choices that night were personal, often with a Judaic connection, somewhat sentimental, 
deeply meaningful, and in some cases, provoking a lifetime of memories. A brief summary 
follows:

n Elaine Padilla unfolded the tallit that her grandfather brought as he traveled across the 
ocean, alone and preteen, when escaping from Europe. It has several times been used as a 
family Chuppah; she wears it on Shabbat.

n Judith Weiner introduced two of her favorite “things”: her children and her pets. We met 
Ari and one of her cats.

n Suellen Havsy shared objets d’art collected on various exotic trips: a beautiful, hand-craft-
ed array.

n Merle Ferber held up her latest cannibus vape equipment which has been helpful in 
relieving pain and inducing sleep.

n Jan Zimbler showed the identification photo and document that her father was fortu-
nate to have received to rescue him from Nazi Germany to the United States. His rescue, as 
a professional athlete, was the only one in his entire family.

n Harvey Zimbler recalled the Chicago community in which at least 50 related Zimbler 
immigrant families settled. He showed a photo of the Jewish delicatessen his parents ran 
that became the central meeting and eating place for the neighborhood.

n Susan Kadar showed a beautiful intricate model clipper ship with a very long Hungarian 
family history. And Peter Kadar, a saver and lover of old tools, showed a tape measure that 
his father used back in Hungary many years ago.

n Marcie Greenfield Simons shared the multi-generational occurrence of a special book 
symbolizing her deep connection to Rabbi Herman Blumberg, whom she identifies as the 
inspiration for the development of her Jewish neshama. 

n Joan Grossman showed a very old salt-shaker of primitive design; she still uses it and 
described its long family history.

n Ev Bastow shared her departed husband’s Tallit (which she wore at her adult Bat Mitzvah 
and when she davens at Shabbat services), a special mask from one of their many trips and 
a beautiful photo with their son Joel with his bride. Joel recently passed away.

n Pattie Lipman showed her grandfather’s birth certificate and Tanach, which she used 
with great sentiment when she recently learned how to chant Torah.

A Few of Their Favorite Things
A fun evening of "Show & Tell"—by Myrna Hammerling

Kol K.I.

continued top of next page
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n Judy Seaman shared special prayer 
books, and a film she made while in film 
school and finished by reading an ex-
cerpt from Gentlemen in Moscow.

n Myrna Hammerling shared a signed 
family photo taken at the late Silvio Con-
te’s Washington, D.C. office just after her 
son Eric graduated from the University 
of Michigan in 1970. Eric’s first job was 
as an aide to Representative Conte who 
represented the 1st Congressional Dis-
trict of Massachusetts from 1959-1991. 
This job helped inspire Eric’s path in en-
vironmentalism.

n Ellen Masters shared photos and a  
story of her job as assistant to the fa-
mous mime, Marcel Marceau. She also 
told stories of an Ethiopian mesob bas-
ket she acquired, and her clarinet which 
she played as part of the now defunct 
Berkshire Klezmer Society.

n Richie Simons showed his bicycle 
shoes and related how he became com-
mitted to the annual Pan-Mass Chal-
lenge to raise funds for the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute.

It was an evening of warmth, stories and 
memories.  Thank you, Ellen and Stuart!

Welcome.     We are here to nourish mind, heart, and soul. 
We are here to inspire through word and deed. 

We are here to accompany each other on life’s journey. 
We are here to celebrate in community. 

We are here to bring life to the wisdom and values of Torah. 
We are here to transform our world.

Knesset Israel Statement of Purpose

Jewish Leaders of Color 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, 3-part series
Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires, a three part series elevating the 
voices of Jewish leaders of color in the US, Africa and Israel. 

1. The first speaker's presentation was last month. Yavilah McCoy, CEP of Dimensions, 
Inc., Faith, Power and Privilege discussed the practice of holding multiple identities 
within efforts to build greater equity and justice in this changing political and social 
climate. She also addressed the challenges of diversity and inclusion in religious com-
munities, as well as opportunities that these communities can engage toward becom-
ing deeper allies and stronger advocates in working together toward social justice.   

Kol K.I.

2. On Sunday, February 21, 11:00am: Rabbi 
Gershom Sizomu, Chief Rabbi of Uganda. 
Jews of Uganda. Rabbi Gershom Sizomu is 
the chief Rabbi of Uganda, the leader of the 
Abayudaya Jewish Community, and the first 
Jewish member of the Ugandan Parliament. 
The Abayudaya, whose tribal name means 
"people of Judah,” are Uganda's minority Jew-
ish community of 2000 Jews. Rabbi Gershom 
will discuss the community's nearly 100 year 
history and the challenges and successes 
that the they have faced during that time.

3. On Sunday, March 7, at 11:00am: Mazal  
Bisawer, Association of Ethiopian Jews, 
Racial Justice in Israel. Join Mazal Bisawer, 
former Media and Spokesperson for the As-
sociation of Ethiopian Jews (AEJ) and a key 
advocate for social change and equal oppor-
tunities for Ethiopians, as she shares her per-
spective on the challenges of racism in her 
community. 

Registration is necessary for each presenta-
tion. Go to the Federation's website calendar 
for links to register or call 413-442-4360 for 
more information.

Rabbi Gershom Sizomu

Mazal Bisawer

PASTORAL CARE. 

If you are in need of emergency pasto-
ral care for any reason, please contact  
Rabbi Weiner, 413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS. 

K.I.'s funeral arrangements are handled 
with Flynn-Dagnoli funeral home. 413-
663-6523 or 413-442-1733, or email fly-
nndagnoli@albany.twcbc.com.

CARE COMMITTEE. 

If you or another K.I. member is experi-
encing serious illness requiring support, 
please contact the Care Committee by 
calling the K.I. office at 413-445-4872, 
ext. 10 and we will be in touch with you. 

Emergency Contacts
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Spotlight On

Phil Coleman 
Music is essential—by Colin Ovitsky 

Hello and Happy New Year! In this first 
edition of 2021, we are flipping the script! 
Our longtime columnist/interviewer and 
my good friend, Phil Coleman, is now the 
interviewee. You have read dozens of 
these columns over the years, and you 
know that Phil always has great ques-
tions for his subjects, but now we have 
an opportunity to learn more about Phil 
himself, his musical background, and 
what drives his passion for this integral 
part of synagogue life at K.I. Get the in-
side scoop below!

Colin: It’s great to finally have you as 
the subject for Spotlight On, Phil. Wel-
come! You grew up in Jacksonville, 
Florida, which has been called the 
"Birthplace of Southern Rock." How 
did the timing of the burgeoning mu-
sic scene there converge with your youth? 
How did the music scene there influence 
your interest in listening to and/or playing music, and were there any Jacksonville art-
ists in particular that you would consider a major influence?

Phil:  Thanks Colin.  I was a music nut from a very early age. By age eight, I was playing 
piano and by 10 or 11 I was listening to all kinds of music. As a teenager we danced 
to Dickey Betts’ and Berry Oakley’s band, the Second Coming, at high school dances 
(Robin was there, too!). This was part of the core of Southern rock, and I was witness 
to it first hand. When Duane and Gregg Allman came to town, they hooked up with 
the Second Coming and the rest is history with the Allman Brothers Band. We were 
listening to this music when it was just something local. I was playing guitar by then, 
and took up banjo a few years after that. Later on after Duane and Berry had passed, 
their wives and children moved to Jacksonville Beach where they were part of our 
circle of friends.

Colin: Aside from what was happening in Jacksonville, what were your other early mu-
sical influences, and where did you get your earliest exposures to music? Tell us a bit 
about your musical journey, both as a listener/fan and as a musician yourself.

Phil: I was instantly turned on to pop and rock and roll around 1964 when the Beatles 
and the British Invasion happened. Music just exploded. Meet The Beatles was a rev-
elation! It was totally mind blowing, a true joy in my life. I was about ten. I wore out 
my little pop-up Sony record player with the Beatles, Stones, Kinks, and all the great 
English bands. The Beach Boys were awesome and I still love them. I was into Bob 
Dylan by age 11 or 12, and my Mom would always complain about his nasally voice!   
In my mid-teens I started going to bluegrass and folk festivals, listening to and playing 

traditional music. I was a fully 
committed hippie by around 
age 16! Also, I was delving 
pretty deeply into Black mu-
sic—the blues, some jazz, 
and of course Motown! West 
Coast bands, too—the Grate-
ful Dead, Airplane, Byrds, 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young 
and that whole family of mu-
sic. Later on Steely Dan and 
Springsteen. Never can get 
enough!

Colin: Along with Steven Sko-
blow, you have been an ency-
clopedic wealth of both Jew-
ish and popular music history 
for all of us in the K.I. Band. 
From obscure British rock 

bands to the original songwrit-
ers of the Jewish summer camp 

circuit, you have a story to share about 
all of them. Do you enjoy passing down 
your knowledge to the younger genera-
tions, and what do you think it is about 
the music of the '60s and '70s that keeps 
it fresh, exciting and still popular for new 
listeners?

Phil: I love this question Colin. Music is 
more than an appreciation or hobby for 
me. It’s a major part of who I am, it goes 
to my very essence. And yes, I do have 
this Jeopardy-like mind sometimes and I 
am a fountain of music info! I still have my 
subscription to Rolling Stone forty years 
running! Music was passed down to me 
and it is a thrill to continue the thread. I 
attended Jewish summer camp for nine 
years starting in 1963 where I learned a 
wealth of music and camp songs. Many 
of these are similar, if not the same tunes, 
to the Shirei Shabbat songs that we do.  
Jewish camping is a fantastic way to con-
nect to our faith musically. I happened 
to be lucky enough to grow up in the 

Phil Coleman
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Spotlight On

greatest musical era one could imagine.  
Music from the 60’s and 70’s reached a 
pinnacle that endures to this day.

Colin: You have often called K.I. the "Mu-
sic Synagogue of the Berkshires." You 
have been involved in our musical proj-
ects for over a decade, and served as 
chair of the K.I. Music Committee for sev-
eral years now. To what do you attribute 
our success in this area so far? What is it 
that makes K.I. stand out in this area, and 
what are your hopes and visions for the 
future of music at K.I.?

Phil: Another great question, thanks.
First of all, we are blessed with a core of 
terrific musicians and singers, many of 
whom are also very literate in the siddur 
and service prayers. This has created a 
dynamic group of truly dedicated folks, 
including yourself, who bring that sense 
of joy and excitement to the synagogue.  
We always show up to play. That being 
said, I can not leave out the awesome 
energy and commitment 
of Jonathan Denmark. It’s 
really Jon who has made 
music front and center 
at K.I. Secondly, I must 
thank Rabbi Weiner and 
Rabbi Greenspoon be-
fore him, for recognizing 
the importance of con-
temporary music as key 
to our success. As a Con-
servative synagogue, it 
took some effort to get 
here. Lastly, it’s our won-
derful and supportive 
membership, many of 
whom grew up when I 
did and can relate closely 
to the music. Our musi-
cal future is very bright, 
and we are seeing some 
younger folks migrating 
into the Berkshires and 
to K.I. They’ll come with 
their children hopefully. 
Meanwhile, we have a 

young cadre of musicians like Joe Weiner 
and Jon’s boys, who will be coming up 
in the ranks. K.I. really is the “music syn-
agogue of the Berkshires!”

Colin: Most K.I. members are familiar 
with your involvement in the Purim 
Band, Shirei Shabbat, K.I. Coffeehouse, 
etc. What are your other musical outlets 
and hobbies aside from what you do at 
K.I.?

Phil: I still play music in our store all day 
long. We have Spotify now, and have 
5 million songs to choose from! I play 
one of my acoustic guitars when I get 
a chance, love Tanglewood (hopefully 
this year!), and have even started play-
ing a little percussion with the K.I. band.  
Outside of music, I am a coin collector.  
Robin and I love Asian and decorative 
arts, glass, carpets, and jewelry of course.  
Cooking is one of my passions. Life is 
good, thanks Colin!

shocked and said, "You mean there's 
more!" They were thrilled with just 
thinking they were getting one bag 
full of items.

Rather than sending the entire con-
gregation out shopping and plac-
ing themselves at risk, this year we 
requested financial donations so 
that a few of us could shop for the 
family. The response from the K.I. 
community was heartwarming. Not 
only were we able to purchase ev-
ery item on the family's wish list, we 
were able to add more items and in-
clude various gift cards to help the 
family purchase food at the grocery 
store where they shop, buy gas, pay 
for phone bills, etc. Any additional 
checks that may have come in af-
ter all the shopping was completed 
were earmarked for fuel assistance 
for other needy families.

Special mention needs to be made to 
thank Judith Weiner and Diana Mac-
Farlane for joining me the past three 
years to coordinate this project. It's 
truly a team effort. This year, we also 
had shopping elves in the form of 
Lesley Herzberg, Noah Cook-Dubin, 
Judith Weiner and me. A small group 
from Families Together ensured that 
all the gifts were wrapped and ready 
to deliver to the family. 

Thank you everyone for your caring 
and contributions. You've helped 
make a significant difference in the 
life of one family's holiday.

Adopt a Family Update 
continued from page 8
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This coming March and April, Temple Anshe Amunim 
and Knesset Israel, will host both a book discussion 
and a livestreamed theatrical event based on Amos 
Oz's classic, In the Land of Israel. 

Potential participants rshould read the book now 
and prepare to participate in the lunch-time discus-
sion groups on March 18 and 15 from 12-1 p.m. The 
sessions will be taught by Rabbi Liz Hirsch of Tem-
ple Anshe Amunim. She will help us understand 
the chronological and historic context of Israel in 
the 1980’s. The book will also introduce various  
Israeli West Bank residents who were interviewed by the author in his research. 

On April 25 at 7:30 p.m., professional actress and playwright, TAMIR, will appear in a 
Knesset Israel livestreamed production in which she plays six different personalities 
portrayed in Oz's book. These people represent the diversity of perspectives that the 
complex issues of living in Israel inevitably uncover.

Everyone is welcome to participate in both events, regardless of affiliation.

In the Land Of Israel
Book Discussion & Theatrical Event

Here are the very impressive totals from the 2020 Thanksgiving Angels distribution 
drive. Knesset Israel members donated in excess of $2,000 which helped pay for:  
n $30,100 worth of  turkeys  n   $4,491 worth of fresh vegetables  n   and $4,797 for other 
needed foods (margarine, peanut butter, pasta, cheese, gravy mix, stuffing packages, 
eggs, bread, and more.) 

The K.I. masked food pantry team delivered all the fixings to prepare a Thanksgiving dinner 
to their recipient lists for the South Congregational Food Pantry. From left Nancy Cook, Amy 
Abramovich, Lew Schiller, Kika Cook-Dubin, Marcie Greenfield Simons, and Brenda Landes.

Thanksgiving Angels Update
About 1500 families of all sizes were aided

The K.I. Shabbat Central website is live. 
Click for candlelighting times, updated 
information about accessing services, 
prayer and yahrzeit lists, Torah readings, 
links to Divrei Torah, e-Siddur down-
load and more. Think of it as a Shabbat 
Announcement Book optimized for the 
web. 

For the time being, please do not call 
the K.I. office and leave messages. They 
will not be retrieved in a timely manner.  
Instead, email office@knessetisrael.org 
as this is currently the best way to com-
municate with Diana.

In compliance with United Synagogue 
standards, it is requested that you re-
frain from conducting synagogue busi-
ness, via e-mail, text, and/or phone calls 
on Shabbat. Thank you.

Notices & Updates

Prayers for Healing. Submit  prayer re-
quest to Diana by email— office@knes-
setisrael.org—before 11:00 a.m. Friday 
mornings.

Submit a musing! Kol K.I. would love 
to publish an article by you! Send us 
a story, your musings on a Jewish expe-
rience or subject, thoughts about your 
experiences during these crazy times. 
Musings by adults, teens, and children 
will be considered. 

It is the mystery of the 
hidden miracle of survival 

in the face of overwhelming 
destruction. Our refusal to 
surrender has turned our 

story into one long,  
unending Purim tale. 

Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo
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Of Interest

Local Leaders and            
Trusted Partners         

North Adams | Pittsfield | Williamstown 
Quincy | Rockland | Scituate

mountainone.com

Jonathan Denmark
President & COO,          
MountainOne Insurance

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT A DEPOSIT, NOT FDIC-INSURED 
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, 

NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK, MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE

Advertise in KOL K.I.!   
One very low yearly rate promotes your business & ensures a printed bulletin gets to all members.  

Messaging & underwriting opportunities available, too!  •  Email Nan Bookless at nandesign2.0@gmail.com 

Advertisers
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19 SHEVAT - 2/1

Selma Black Levine
Harry Cohen
David Ferber
Henry Katz
Sylvia Gottlieb
Dr. Peter Cukor
Harry D. Marks
Pearl Brown

20 SHEVAT - 2/2

Jacob Smicker
Manuel Weisbuch

21 SHEVAT - 2/3

Martin Perlmutter
Harry Rich
Joseph Feller
Sally Ann Sipser
Mildred Rubinger

22 SHEVAT - 2/4

Jack Dunaieff
Pearl Sherman
Herman Zuckerman
Florence Udel
Miriam Kende
Lucy Kronick

23 SHEVAT - 2/5

Muriel Medney
Dora Mendis
Martha Blumsack 
Mindlin
Ruth Cohen
Benjamin Kriger
Gertrude Blank
George Horn

24 SHEVAT - 2/6

Sara Bass Lazerus
Joan S. Kass
Samuel C. Azer

25 SHEVAT - 2/7
Irving Rosenfeld
Morris Leibowitz

26 SHEVAT - 2/8

Arline Levine
Ruth Cushing Fishman
Estelle A. Landes
William Lipton
Sylvia Klarik Kahn 
Hillson

27 SHEVAT - 2/9

Ronald Haft
Helen Weiss
Louis Lebowitz
Delia Capriles Levi 
Maduro
Ruth Schwartz
Fanny Berkwitz
Robert Meirowitz
Martin Friedland

28 SHEVAT - 2/10

Dina Minsky
Dr. Harry Minsky
Bessie Silver
Margaret Fleet
Harry Lefkowitz

29 SHEVAT - 2/11

Harry Palefsky
Abram J. Berkwitz
William Bashevkin
Morris Reder

30 SHEVAT - 2/12

Herman B. Perlman
Martin Gelber
Sidney Solomon
Isidor Rabinovitz
David Sacks
Ben Zion Cohen

1 ADAR - 2/13

William Raflowitz
Jack Widitor
Solomon Genn
Lois Gottlieb
Rose Forer Sidman
Isodore Goodman
Sarah Wildman
Zelda Toler
Nellie Hiller
Geneveive Goldblum 
Barnett

2 ADAR - 2/14

Morris Fuhrman, 
Rabbi
David Gersh
Rabbi Morris Fuhrman
Morduch Kirshteyn
Ida Adelson
Rebecca Chesney
Sara Cohen
Joseph Yurfest

3 ADAR - 2/15

Alex M. Kolodkin
Rebecca Borke Leavitt
William Levin
Etta Cusick
Sofie Servos
Joel Ziegler
Leonard Kahn
Abraham Goodman

4 ADAR - 2/16
Harriet Rivlin Schwartz
Pauline Siegel
Joel Mintz

5 ADAR - 2/17

Jeff Kahn
Samuel Bookless
Sally Moskowitz
Annette Raskin
Alfred Davidson
Louis Levine
Sally Galler
Moysey Kirshteyn
Sonia Witkowski
Ruth Aronstein Cohen

6 ADAR - 2/18

David Rosenthal
Saul Cohen
Melvin Schwartz
Stanley R. Weiss
David Bastow
Hyman Silver
Pauline Brecher
Rebekka Kirshteyn
Reba Geller
Ada Klein

7 ADAR - 2/19

William Shindler
Frances Eizenstat
Frank Skolnick
Emma Mainker Grau-
bard
Eric Lezberg
Myron Marvin
Dora Ptashkin

8 ADAR - 2/20

Matthew Rich
Jack Mahran
Hannah Reder
Yocheved Baz
Sidney Greenberg
Libby Nash

9 ADAR - 2/21
Esther Markowitz
Sam Shusterman
Mildred Waldman
Dora E. Gruberg
Manefa Sheloment-
seva
Jennie Udel
Gertrude Budnick

10 ADAR - 2/22

Itshak Berman
Hinda Katz
Hyman Reder

11 ADAR - 2/23

Sanford Bookless
Iris Katz
Sol Lusthaus
Joseph Siegel
Alexander Stein
Robert Staskin

Yahrzeits • February 2021  •  Shevat /Adar 5781

Thank you to the many, many K.I. members who reached out to me by phone, email, or card  
expressing their condolences on the passing of my son, Joel. Your words were meaningful and healing. 

They confirmed, yet again, the warmth and caring of the K.I. community. —Ev Bastow

As long as we live, they too will live; 
for they are now are a part of us; 

as we remember them.
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12 ADAR - 2/24

Ruth Lerner
Reta Less
Lillie Stern
Rose Freedman

13 ADAR - 2/25

Jeanne Perlman
Isaac Weiner
Erma Raflowitz
Semyon Zaslavsky
Rachel Lena Cutler
Jacob Goodman

14 ADAR - 2/26

Leo Gilbert
Gertrude Mahran
Anna Lebowitz
Sydney Kopfstein
Gussie Lightman
Morris Goldstein
Deborah A. Greenfeld
Leonard Kosberg

15 ADAR - 2/27

Harriet Leavitt
Samuel Widitor
Iva Kaplan Ashner
Sarah Barrocas
Lena Brunell Bass
Sol Gallant

16 ADAR - 2/28

Beatrice Cohen Kobritz
Sofiya Plotkina
Phyllis Gilner
Nathan Schwartz
Jerome Goldman
Jacob Aronstein
Marie Shor
Bernard Helitzer
Alexander Lipman
Samuel Tauber
David Karlin
Shiman Weiss
Rose Zuckerman
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1 TEVET - 12/16

Lillian Kingsberg 
Etya Mizikovskaya 
Louis Lurie 
Rhoda Amron 
Martin Stanley Wolfe 
Shirley Solomon 
Joseph Bell 
Isadore Herman 

2 TEVET - 12/17
Benjamin B. Rife 
Howard Udel 
Edith Karlin 
Ruth Daniels 
Ann R. Bitensky 
Joseph Markowitz 

3 TEVET - 12/18
Feiga Drate 
Bernard T. Cohen 
Alvin Schottenfeld 

4 TEVET - 12/19

Tillie Cohen 
Mary Widitor 
Rosalind Rothman 

5 TEVET - 12/20

Rose Goldfarb 
Larry Kronick 
Meyer Abeles 
Fanny Binder 

6 TEVET - 12/21

Samuel Heller 
Jacob H. Pecker 
Joseph Abramowitz 
Charles Freadman 
Frieda Genn 
Pearl Bodin Green 

7 TEVET - 12/22
Harry Smith 
David Goldblum 
Sidney I. Katz 
Rachel Issev 
Ernest Ilberg 
Murray Flashner 

8 TEVET - 12/23

Judy Ann Weltman 
Michael Mass 
Davis "Jim" Whitcomb 
Nechama Rife 
Fanny Freadman 
Dr. Carl Wildman 
Abraham Shapiro 
Ida Abramowitz 
Robert Markovits 
Sheldon Smith 
Irving M. Lazerus 
Henry Spellman 

9 TEVET - 12/24

Ruth M. Cohen 
Sylvia (Karlin) Kaiman 
Dr. Jason Leavitt 
Gertrude Freadman 
Evelyn Geller Kravitz 
William Jaffee 
Gertrude Hammerling 
Mamie Kerbel 
Charles Nauert 

10 TEVET - 12/25

Dr. Melvin Kramer 
Solomon Kauderer 
Dorothy Karl 
Ida Kramer 
Benjamin Adelson 
Albert Irving  
   Marmulstein 
Markus Weis 
Israel Feigenbaum 

Sophie Rosenblum 
Gertrude Feldman 
Leah Weber 
Anni Gutmann 
Jacob Brown 

11 TEVET - 12/26

David Edelman 
Abe Stein 
Ruth Binder  
   Marmorek 
David Cohen 
Julius Katsh 
Paul Lipson 
Celia Weltman Shute 

12 TEVET - 12/17

Sol Hammerling 
Helen Kolman 
Ben Samel 

13 TEVET - 12/28

Yetta C. Klein 
Harold Stern 
Ann Frank Ronberg 
Gertrude Wasser 
Stanley Zuckerman 
Archie Snyder 

Carl Goldblum 
Madeline Galanter 

14 TEVET - 12/29

Julius L. Levine 
Kurcias Dorothy 
Rebecca Polikoff 
Sarah C. Taylor 
George Ende 
Manuel Weltman 
Hyman Cohen 
Meyer Zemmel 
Nathan E. Kolman 

15 TEVET - 12/20

Dorothy Weltman 
Jeanette Gladstone 
Mollie Green 
Betram Weber 
Ben Hayden 
William Markovits 
Esther Bashevkin 

16 TEVET - 12/31

Paul B. Abkowitz 
Samuel S. Levine 
Ethel Rosen Schortz 
Robert Nishman 
Isador Secunda 
Samuel Weltman 

In the December/January issue of Kol K.I. the last two weeks  
of December yahrzeits were inadvertently omitted. 

 With sincere apologies to their loved ones, we remember them here.

The Hebrew word for ‘pebble’ is tz’ror —this word also 
means ‘bond.’  When we pray the memorial El Maleh 
Rahamim prayer we ask that the deceased be ‘bound up 
in the bond of life’—tz’ror haHayyim.  
—Rabbi Simkha Weintraub, the New York Jewish Healing Center 
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Funds & Endowments

Thank you for 
your generosity

Minimum donation  
to funds is $5.  

Endowment fund 
minimum is $10. 

We welcome 
 contributions in any 

amount. Contributions 
of less than $5 are  

not publicized.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In memory of  Peter Cukor

     Adele Cukor 

In memory of  Sam Karlin
     Diana Geller & Andy Geller 

In memory of  Lillian Canter 
Greenberg
     Fern Blood 

In memory of   
Gert Hammerling
Sol Hammerling
     Myrna Hammerling 

In honor of  Rabbi Weiner 
and the members that 
participated in his excellent 
class: Together & Apart

     Sheila Goldlust 

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 

Rebecca Hirsch
Sam Karlin
     Bobbi and Mike Cohn  

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of 

Max Bookless
Muriel Bookless
     Maxine Bookless  
     & Nan Bookless   

BRAUN MEMORIAL  
GARDEN 
In memory of  Joel Bastow

     Alice Siegel 

     Amy Abramovich 

     Bea Selig and Regina Mason 

     Bobbi and Mike Cohn 

     Brenda and Fred Landes 

     Carole Siegel 

     Dale Drimmer 

     Dave Pill 

     Diana Geller & Andy Geller 

     Don and Phoebe Sugarman 

     Elaine Epstein    

     Gary and Arlene Schiff 

     Jan and Harvey Zimbler 

     Jillco-Zander  
             Charitable Trust 

     Joel and Phyllis Curran 

     Judy Seaman 

     Laura Rosenthal 

     Len and Alice Schiller 

     Marcie and Richard Simons 

     Martin and Alice Jonas 

     Maxine Bookless  
           & Nan Bookless 

     Myrna Hammerling 

     Nancy Cook 

     Naomi Schwartz 

     Pattie Lipman  
          &  John Huffaker 

     Phyllis Phillips 

     Sheila Donath 

     Sheila Goldlust 

     Shiffra Perlmutter 

     Thomas & Cynthia Derrico

     Ev Bastow 

     Jack and Roberta Bastow

In memory of Sam Karlin
     Naomi Schwartz 

In memory of Bobby Braun
     Peter Simkin 

In memory of  Irwin Moisef
     Ev Bastow 

In memory of  Sam Karlin
     Gary and Arlene Schiff    

In memory of  David Bastow
     Jack and Roberta Bastow 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 

In memory of Sam Karlin
     David and Ellen Sher    

CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of 
Anna Yantovsky
     Alec and Anna Yantovsky  

In memory of  
Kenneth Loveman
     Elaine Loveman 

In memory of  
Vera Ganter
Samuel Granter
     Gary and Bernice Turetsky  

In memory of 

Sylvia R. Goodman
     Lynne Goodman-Leary   

In memory of  
Janice Whitcomb
Jim Whitcomb
Joan Kaiser
Joel Bastow
Morton Goldberg
Ruth Lipton
     Nan and Allan Lipton 

In memory of  
Anna Yantovsky
     Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky 

In memory of  
Robert Gladstone
    Richard Gladstone

CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 
In memory of 
Bessie Goldenberg
     Dave Pill 

In memory of Irwin Moiseff
     Don & Phoebe Sugarman 

CHESED FUND

In memory of Estelle Landes
    Brenda and Fred Landes

JOEL & PHYLLIS CURRAN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Esther Shuman
Pearl Curran
     Joel and Phyllis Curran 

JONATHAN AND DAVID 
DAHARI & FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT 

In honor of  
Jacob Klein's Bar Mitzvah
     Ellen and Tobi Lanciano 

DEBRA DEROTHSCHILD 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Debra Elisa 
Cohen deRothschild
     Ileen and Leonard Cohen 

HARRY AND ENID  
FUHRMAN FUND 

In memory of 
Billy Linder
Paula Pomerantz
Rhoda Linder
Robert Gold
Sam Karlin
Benjamin Cohen
     Meryl and Richard Cooper 

MADELINE GALANTER 
ENDOWMENT 
In honor of  Lesley and  
Josh's engagement

     Beth and Joel Radsken 
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Funds & Endowments

GENERAL FUND 

In honor of Jan and Harvey 
Zimbler on their Wedding 
Anniversary
     Art and Terry Wasser 

In memory of  
Vera Stoskin Gangel
     Barbara Gershen Swartz   

In memory of 

Paul Rosenthal
Sidney Rosenthal
     Bette Sue  
    & Lawrence Rosenthal  

In memory of  Isa Ritz
     Brett and Eve Goldberg 

In memory of  
Anna Garbowit
Herman Garbowit
     Daniel & Wendy Garbowit 

In memory of Daniel Jacobs
     Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

In memory of Isidor Rosner
     Mimi Cohen 

In memory of  
Margaret Lanzer
Oscar Lanzer
Philip Abel
Roslyn Abel
     Peter and Mona Lanzer 

In memory of  William Taubin
     Rochelle Leinwand  
     & Morton Taubin 

In memory of  
John G. Sebestyen

     Thomas Sebestyen  
     and Leslie Fishbein 

In memory of  
Jeanette Gladstone
    Richard Gladstone

GOLDBLUM TEFILLAH 

In honor of Sherri Buxton 
with gratitude
     Marcie and Richard Simons 

ELIE HAMMERLING  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Elie Hammerling
     Carole Siegel 

HANUKKAH CONCERT 

In honor of Phil Coleman and 
Robin Fleet
     Adele and Lawrence Bacow 

In memory of Peter Cukor

     Adele Cukor 

In appreciation of  
Ellen and Stuart Masters and 
their ongoing support and 
love of K.I.
     Cheryl Masters Katz 

In memory of Feiga 
Drate: Beloved Mother, 
Grandmother and Great 
Grandmother
     Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt  

In honor of the many 
wonderful staff, volunteers, 
and students of the K.I. 
Hebrew School

     Jeff and Dana Siegel 

In appreciation of Jonathan 
Denmark and the band!!
     Jilly and Andrew Lederman 

In honor of Colby Lederman, 
our grandson, participating 
in the concert. Great Job!
     JK Haim and Gail Bober 

In appreciation of the 
fabulous K.I. band and the 
Hebrew School teachers and 
tutors
     Judy Seaman   

In honor of Jonathan 
Denmark with gratitude for 
your leadership

     Marcie and Richard Simons 

In honor of Jonathan 
Denmark and the band!!
     Margo Golos 

In honor of  Phil Coleman: K.I. 
Music Committee Chair and 
awesome Dad!
     Sarah Coleman 

In honor of  Phil Coleman
     Steve and Cathy Bader 

With thanks to Jonathan 
Denmark and his All Stars 
for a wonderful Hanukkah 
Concert
     Fran and Joel Wolk
    
MORRIS AND RACHEL 
HARRIS ENDOWMENT 
In memory of Rachel Harris
     Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

In memory of Sam Rothstein
     David and Janet Rothstein  

In honor of Ellen Masters in 
gratitude for keeping my 
brain alive
     Elaine Padilla 

In memory of Bruce Leavitt
     Helene Leavitt 

In memory of  
Phyllis Rossomando
     Janet and David Rothstein 

In appreciation of   
Rabbi David & Judith Weiner
     Laura Rosenthal 

KIDDUSH FUND 

In memory of  Michael Mass
Shirley Metzger
     Alan and Margie Metzger 

In memory of Alice Deutch 
Sarah Deutch 
Stanley Kaufman
Get well wishes
      Jan Kaufman   

In memory of  
Seymour Yanofski
     Len and Alice Schiller  

In memory of Bob Markowitz
     Regina Karas 

LIBRARY BOOK RESERVE 

In memory of Sara Lazerus
     Maxine Bookless  
      & Nan Bookless 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 

In memory of  
Samuel Lebovitz
     Ruth Lebovitz Markovits 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 
In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
     Amy Abramovich 

In memory of  
Leslie Sue Gelber
     Beth and Roger Kruvant 

Get well wishes for  
Allen Rosenblatt
In memory of Elissa Landes
In honor of the marriage 
of our son Josh Landes to 
Allison Lerman Gluck
     Brenda and Fred Landes 

(continued nest page)

We are worth what we are willing  
to share with others.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
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For Covid-19 relief in the 
Berkshires, in honor of our 
children Shira and Jorge 
and our grandson, Arturo 
Rodriguez
     Bruce &  
     Hannah-Jean Brafman   

In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
     Carole Siegel 

In memory of  
Albert Finck
Ruth Finck
     David and Lea Finck  

In memory of Joel Bastow
In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
     Diane Weinstein 

In memory of  
Jeanette Rosenthal
Leon Rosenthal
     Elaine Hantman  
     & Paul Rosenthal   

In memory of  
Hazel Weinberger
Get well wishes  
Allen Rosenblat
In memory of Joel Bastow
     Ellie and Michael Geller 

In memory of Sophie Stein
     Florence and Steven Winter 

In memory of  
Ben Hayden
Rose Hayden
     Gerald and Barbara Hayden 

In appreciation of Fran Wolk 
and KI Cares for delicious 
dinners during our recovery
     Joanna and Ellis Fribush 

In memory of Helen Seaman
     Judy Seaman 

  In appreciation of  
Michael Ende
     Laura Rosenthal 

In memory of Anne Kirsch
     Loretta and Joel Prives 

In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
Get well wishes to Joanna 
Fribush for a speedy recovery
     Marcia and Charles Mandel 

In honor of Joe Weiner who 
has stepped up with such 
skill and grace to help keep 
our services afloat!
In honor of Rabbi David 
Weiner for his wisdom, 
values and extraordinary 
leadership
     Marcie and Richard Simons 

In memory of  
Rubin Lebenbaum
     Marcie Kammel 

In memory of  
Delia Capriles Levy Maduro
     Miriam Maduro 

In memory of Ruth Lubin
     Molly Novick     

In memory of Joel Bastow
     Murray and Barbara Akresh 

Mazel Tov on the birth of 
Ayla-Jo Schanz Bildner, 
daughter of Astrid and Eli, 
granddaughter of Elisa 
Spungen Bildner and Rob 
Bildner
     Nan and Allan Lipton 

In honor of the birth of my 
great grand niece, Brianna 
Riley Weinberg, daughter of 
Robert and Alana Weinberg
     Regina Karas 

In memory of Joel Bastow
     Rhoda Kaminstein 

In memory of Morris Geller
     Rob and Pat Geller 

In memory of  
Archie Snyder
Bernard Snyder
Ruth Lubin
     Ruth and Robert Waldheim 

In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
     Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky   

In memory of  
Ann Frank Ronberg
     Yaacov and Nina Rone 

CHARLES AND TILLIE  
ROBBINS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Larry Kronick
Tillie Robbins
     Lois Kronick  
     & Jo Ann Kronick  

JOSEPH AND PAULINE 
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Edith Elaine Karlin
Sam Karlin
     Larry and Cheryl Siegel 

In memory of  
David Karlin
Sam Karlin's grandparents, 
aunts and uncles
Zelda Karlin
     Sharon, Joel and Eric Karlin  

WILLIAM AND MARILYN 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Josh Landes and 
Allison Gluck on the occasion 
of their marriage
     Marilyn Simons 

HARRY AND RACHEL 
SMITH ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Harry Smith
Rachel Goldstein Smith
     Ileen and Leonard Cohen 

BERNARD AND SHIRLEY 
STARR ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Sam Karlin
     Jacalyn Starr & Lauren Starr 

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA 
STEIN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Sam Karlin
     Amy Abramovich 

     Carole Siegel 

     Claudia and Gary Curry 

     Evelyn Intrator 

     Joel and Phyllis Curran 

     Laura Rosenthal 

     Robert and Debra Galvagni  

In memory of  
Edie Karlin 
Sylvia Karlin Kaiman
In honor of Mindy Stein 
Brummer's special birthday
     Sharon, Sam (z'l),  
      Joel & Eric Karlin 

ARTHUR AND TERRY  
WASSER ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Ida Rosenthal
Gertrude Wasser
    Art and Terry Wasser  

DAVID AND SUSAN  
ZUCKERMAN 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Joel Bastow
     Regina Karas

Funds & Endowments (cont.)

Todah Rabah
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Additional 2020 High Holiday  
Appeal Pledges

Bernard & Beth Abramson

Helene Berger

Jeffrey & Judith Cook

Linda and Burton Edelstein

Susan Gordon

Michael Helitzer

Bruce & Karen Jacobs

Yefim Kogan &  
    Galina Dobrynina 

Earl & Janet Kramer

Elaine Loveman

Bernard & Beth Abramson

Michael & Susan Albert

Yvette Bastow

Maxine Bookless

Jeffrey & Judith Cook

Adele Cukor

Joel & Phyllis Curran

Burton & Linda Edelstein

Laura Hazen & John Bergman

Ellis & Joanna Fribush

Ruth Frommer & Ken Amron

Michael & Eleanor Geller

Diana Geller & Andy Geller

Mitchell Gilbert

Paul & Lisa Green

Myrna Hammerling

Edwin & Cynthia Helitzer

Amy & Howard Herman

Bruce & Karen Jacobs

Michael & Lynn Jacobson

Martin & Alice Jonas

Jan Kaufman

Allen & Rosalind Kopfstein

Leslie & Roy Kozupsky

Fred & Brenda Landes

Ellen & Stuart Masters

Alan & Margery Metzger

Joel & Beth Radsken

Jane & Alex Rosen

Steven & Ruth Rosenthal

Laura Rosenthal

David & Janet Rothstein

Leonard & Alice Schiller

Sharon Siegel

Richard & Marcie  
     Greenfield Simons

Donald & Phoebe Sugarman

Gary & Bernice Turetsky

Harry Waizer

Alexandra Warshaw

Joel & Fran Wolk

Adopt-a Family-Donors

     Alexandra Warshaw 
     Ed and Cindy Helitzer 
     Ellen and Allen Rosenblatt 
     Ev Bastow 
     Fran and Joel Wolk 

     Jan and Harvey Zimbler 
     Joel and Phyllis Curran 
     Michael and Barbara Ende 
     Regina Karas 
     Roz and Ed Kolodny 

In honor of 
the Zoom Bar Mitzvah of our grandson Zachary Elliot Jacobs on 
Saturday, December 5th, 2020 through Temple Shalom, Chevy 
Chase, Maryland.
     Karen and Bruce Jacobs 

Funds & Endowments

In honor of Rabbi David Weiner being recognized as a "Hero" by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts

In honor of Rabbi Weiner's Synagogue Council Award

     Ruth Frommer  
         and Ken Amron 
     Stu and Ellen Masters 
     Amy Ambramovich 
     Beth and Joel Radsken 

     Diane Weinstein 
     Karen and Bruce Jacobs 
     Len and Alice Schiller 
     Sheila Goldlust 
     Susan Staskin 

Herman  
      & Gayle Rotenberg

Bruce Schreiber  
     & Ronney Rosenberg 

Carole Siegel

Jerome Socolof  
     & Kate Gigliotti 

Alexandra Warshaw

Arthur & Terry Wasser

Robby Zucker

Watch K.I. events as they happen! visit knessetisrael.org/livestream
Watch nearly any event or service by livestreaming at the link above. The site also has links to recordings of some 

past K.I. events and to K.I. Shabbat Central. A ZOOM and Livestream Cheat Sheet is on page 3.

Remember a loved one, honor a  
special occasion, a friend, or  
family member, by a donation  

to the Bima Flower Fund.
• Call Naomi Schwartz at 413-841-0006 •
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 COMMUNITY WIDE 
 

Featuring 

Neshama 
Carlebach 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
7:30 P.M. 
 
Register: tinyurl/BerkHavdalah 

 
 

Sponsored by 
                                                                             

Berkshire 
Minyan 

 
 

 

An Evening of Inspiration and Light 

Funded in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

•   Be a part of this community-wide event!  
To participate you MUST register for this event at tinyur/BerkHavdalah   •


