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“Get Thee to a Nunnery:” 
Shakespeare and the Talmudic Rabbis 
in Conversation  
Friday, July 29, 2022  
11a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Dr. Marjorie Lehman, JTS professor of 
Talmud and Rabbinics

How can Hamlet’s famous words to Oph-
elia help us think about the rabbis’ use of 
the term zonah (harlot)? We will explore 
which women the rabbis considered to 
be “harlots” and how the legal frame-
work the rabbis developed relates to 
anxiety about the integrity of the rabbin-
ic household and the Jewish community 
in a post-Temple era.

About Dr. Marjorie Lehman: Dr. Marjorie Leh-
man is professor of Talmud and Rabbinics at 
JTS and the Area Coordinator of Rabbinic Litera-
tures and Cultures. She teaches a wide range of 
courses, including courses on gender in Talmu-
dic literature, aggadah, halakhah, the history 

JTS in the Berkshires 2022
Experience inspiring learning with respected scholars

of the Jewish book, and pedagogy. Her scholar-
ly journey reflects a commitment to balancing 
the historical and intellectual aspects of Jewish 
texts while focusing on the ways they help us 
to understand our place in the contemporary 
moment.

Spiritual Leadership for a New Era  
Friday, August 12, 2022 
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Pearl Resnick 
Dean of the Rabbinical School, JTS

What kinds of challenges and opportu-
nities confront religious leaders today? 
Through an exploration of rabbinic, li-
turgical, and contemporary poetic texts, 
JTS’ newly appointed Dean of the Rab-
binical School and Division of Religious 
Leadership will share her vision for the 
future. 

About Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen: Rabbi Cohen brings 
extensive qualifications to her role as Pearl Res-

JTS in the Berkshires brings extraordinary Jewish Theological Seminary scholars to 
teach live classes in the Berkshires each summer. Often attracting 80-100 or more par-
ticipants, the classes take place at the Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre of Shakespeare & Co., 
70 Kemble Street, Lenox.

nick Dean of the Rabbinical School. For a decade 
she provided spiritual leadership at Congre-
gation Beit Simchat Torah, the world’s largest 
LGBTQ synagogue, serving Jews of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities. Most recent-
ly she was the senior director for the New York/
Tri-State Region at the New Israel Fund.  Rabbi 
Cohen earned her rabbinical ordination at JTS 
and her BA with honors from Brown University.

JTS in the Berkshires is a partnership be-
tween the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America and Knesset Israel, supported 
by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation and cosponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

Tickets are $15. You may pre-register at 
inspired.jtsa.edu/Berkshires2022. 

For more information contact Lynn  
Feinman at (212) 678-8821 or  
lyfeinman@jtsa.edu

See full page ad on page 11

Jewish Theological Seminary
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In This Issue Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs

The KI Membership Committee has the pleasure of introducing the following new  
members. The entire congregation and staff extend a sincere welcome. We look  
forward to praying, studying, socializing, and working together to strengthen our 
community.

n Ellen and Steven Weitzler - Traditional Membership

Ellen and Steven are year-round residents who recently moved to Pittsfield. They have 
2 adult children who live in New York and Italy. Ellen is an environmental engineer and 
Steven is a teacher. They are looking forward to becoming a part of the Jewish Com-
munity here. They are interested in the film festival, cultural programming, Rosh Cho-
desh group, and Social Justice and Action. Ellen and Steven learned about KI through 
our website.

n Cindy Kaplan - Chaver Membership 

Cindy is a producer/actor. Cindy has 2 adult children living in New York and Bangkok. 
She was raised in New Rochelle, New York and attended Beth El Synagogue. Cindy is 
interested in the Film Festival, Social Action and Justice, Adult Education, learning He-
brew, and synagogue skills. She is now a Kiddush Duty volunteer. She learned about 
KI through Ellen Masters. 

n David and Judy Gilberg - Chaver Membership

David is an attorney and Judy is a social worker. They have 2 grown children who live 
out of the area. David and Judy are members of a synagogue in Westchester County, 
NY. They joined KI to be supportive of the community and because of the partnership 
between KI and the Berkshire Minyan, of which they are a part.

New Members
Welcome all who come

Blessed are you, Eternal our G-d, Ruler  
of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us,  

and for enabling us to reach this season.

Barukh ata Adonai, Eloheinu Mel ekh ha-olam, shehecheyanu, v'kiymanu,  
v'higiyanu lazman hazeh.
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Member Mitzvahs & Mazel Tovs From the Rabbi

Rabbi David Weiner

Ascending the Heights
Searching for a broader perspective

(continued on page 5)

Every summer, we study the chapters 
of the Torah that recount our ancestors’ 
wilderness journey and Moses’ final mes-
sage to his people. Involving participants 
with a wide range of education, expe-
rience, and perspectives, Torah discus-
sions during Shabbat morning services 
at this time of year are often especially 
engaging.

Getting there from here

If I had to choose one verse out of all 
the summer readings as a favorite, it 
might well be one from early in Parashat 
Vaethanan. The curtain rises almost in 
midsentence: Moses knows that death is 
imminent and that he will not be permit-
ted to enter the Promised Land, and he 
responds by bargaining: “If I can’t go in,” 
he asks, “maybe I can just see the Land?” 
G-d responds firmly, “Climb the summit 

of Pisgah and raise your eyes, west and 
north and south and east. See with your 
own eyes. But you, Moses, won’t cross 
this here Jordan.” G-d’s words presage 
the timeless New England idiom we lob 
at tourists who ask for directions: “Sorry, 
Moses. You can’t get there from here.”

But read deeply, these verses push us 
to contemplate mortality and its im-
plications. They encourage us to keep 
a broad perspective even as we age, to 
continue to ascend to a high enough 
vista. From that peak, we might just see 
the Promised Land in our mind’s eye. The 
moment is poignant but not hopeless. 
The Torah insists that no one, not even 
Moses, makes it all the way to his or her 

own Promised Land. Still, perhaps our 
children, grandchildren, and students 
will get there. Just as we have fulfilled 
some of our ancestors’ dreams, we can 
visualize how a next generation may yet 
succeed where we have fallen short. 

Sacrifice and leadership

A strong connection between Moses 
and Abraham enriches the theme. G-d 
calls both ancestors to lift their eyes and 
see. Are these not the two most import-
ant aspects of visionary leadership? Both 
Moses and Abraham must get the lay 
of the Land, in all directions. And both 
Abraham and Moses are invited to climb 
the mountain and offer a sacrifice. Abra-
ham, ostensibly, will be asked to offer his 
son, although that story is more compli-
cated than it looks. And Moses will offer 
up not only his last breath, but also his 

dream of feeling the soil of the Promised 
Land under his feet.

I take these verses literally. I used to trav-
el for hours every August to visit a re-
treat center outside Asheville, on North 
Carolina’s Pisgah Ridge, in part to stand 
as if in Moses’ shoes and gaze out over 
the land. I even once dragged an entire 
tour group to the upper reaches of Mt. 
Nebo, the very hilltop in today’s Jordan 
from which Moses gazed over the Land. 
Those who wish to make the best choic-
es must climb to the heights, lift their 
eyes, and attain a broad perspective. 

I have lived in the Berkshires for thir-
teen years, and I am crazy about the 

mountains. Although I will slog for hours 
through the woods primarily for exer-
cise, fresh air, time with friends or fam-
ily, and an opportunity to think, I also 
cherish the view from the top. Physically 
drinking in the landscape and grasping 
its enormity reminds me to seek a broad 
perspective in general. Personal, profes-
sional, and leadership choices demand 
breadth and depth of vision, as well as 
profound humility. Like most people, I 
do not live on top of the mountain. I live 
in town and work in an office, where the 
demands of everyday life limit my view. 
But, following in the steps of Moses and 
Abraham, I do visit the summit, the Pis-
gah, and I lift my eyes, west and north 
and south and east, and I try to see in a 
different way.

Climb with me

Literal ascent teaches us in profound 
ways, so I am leading a few moderate 
hikes this summer, for an opportunity 
to enjoy the Berkshires together, study a 
little bit of Torah, and build relationships. 
During “Ramblin’ with the Rav,” small 
groups will join me to climb Perry’s Peak 
and Stony Ledge. Later in August, we 
will explore the Keystone Arch Bridges, 
where there is no panoramic view, 
but good fun nonetheless. Advance 

These verses push us to contemplate mortality  
and its implications. They encourage us to keep  
a broad perspective even as we age, to continue  

to ascend to a high enough vista.
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The Big Tent is open once again! 

We are looking forward to services, kiddushes, classes, and other programs held out-
doors and indoors all summer long. Hospitality and welcoming are critical parts of the 
congregation’s purpose. Throughout the year, but especially in the summer months, 
we focus on encouraging people—year-round residents, summer residents, occa-
sional visitors —to find their way into the Knesset Israel community through excit-
ing programming, shared meals, and inclusive services. Last summer we welcomed 
more than 20 new households who joined the congregation and many more who just 
dipped their toes in the water. A warm welcome goes a long way.

Here's how you can support KI’s summer hospitality program:

Participate. Come to services on Friday night in the tent or on Shabbat morning in-
doors. Stay for the kiddush luncheons Chef Chris Goetze will be preparing throughout 
July and August. Although we’ll be serving from the social hall, you may eat indoors 
or outdoors. 

Connect. While you are at services reconnecting with old friends, please make the 
effort to meet new people and welcome them warmly.

Sponsor a Kiddush. KI has invested in many ways to make the summer a time to 
create community. We hope you will support the tent and kiddush luncheons with 
a generous gift. A donation of at least $500 sponsors a kiddush luncheon. Gifts of any 
amount help. 

Help meet the “Kiddush Challenge:” An anonymous donor has promised a matching 
gift—the first $4000 we raise will earn us a $4000 match!  

Let’s reconnect—in person, in community.

Engage in Summer Hospitality
Some ways to express this fundamental Jewish value

Hospitality is one form of worship.—Jewish Proverb

Jewish success is due to a culture that  
promotes excellence, blessed with self discipline, 

education, dedication and a quest for  
leaving this world a better place.—Nonie Darwish

KOL K.I.

During the early Covid years KI member  
Susan Miller made a body of artwork 
consisting of her self portraits. One 
piece will be shown at the Berkshire 
Museum in Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
as part of an exhibit entitled Art of the  
Hills—Berkshire Based Artists. The 
show runs June 4 through September 11. 
Many more pieces from the series will 
be on exhibit at the Becket Art Center,  
7 Booker Hill Road, Becket, Mass. from 
July 15 through August 1. Susan hopes 
to see many of us there.

Susan is a renowned sculptor and artist, 
working in marble, oil, pastel, fabric, res-
in, and other media. Her work is widely 
exhibited, and her subjects range from 
the lives of women in the Hebrew Bible 
to her anguish over continuous death 
throughout the world. And, as you’ll see 
if you check her website—susanmille-
rarts.com—she is also a poet. 

On the back cover of this issue you can 
find an image of Susan’s self portrait that 
hangs in the Berkshire Museum show. 
You may also want to read Phil Coleman’s 
“Spotlight On” profile of Susan in the May 
2019 issue of Kol K.I., available on the KI 
website. Susan is a former editor of Kol K.I.

You must build your life as if it were a work of art. 
—Abraham Joshua Heschel

Susan Miller
Two summer art exhibits

Shadow of My Shadow by Susan Miller
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Tisha B’av Services
A haunting service of remembrance

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 ..........................................................................9:00 p.m. 

Tisha B’Av late night service. An evocative late night service marks the anniversa-
ry of the destruction of the Temple. We will chant the Book of Lamentations and 
recite ancient and contemporary elegies as we remember. Visitors are welcome 
to attend and participate, whether it’s their first time at Tisha B’Av services or they 
attend every year. Those who may wish to chant part of Eicha should contact the 
synagogue office in advance.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 ............................................................................. 5:45 a.m. 

Tisha B’Av  Morning Service. The somber, reserved Tisha B’Av morning service in-
cludes Torah reading and a Haftara for the fast day, which marks the destruction 
of the Temple.

Tisha B’Av (“the Ninth of Av”) is an annual fast day in Judaism, named for the ninth day (Tisha) of the month of 
Av in the Hebrew calendar. The fast commemorates the destruction of both the First Temple and Second Temple in 
Jerusalem, which occurred about 655 years apart, but on the same Hebrew calendar date.  •  Above is a photo of 
the frieze from the Arch of Titus in Rome, depicting the pillage after the destruction of the Second Temple. Most 
observant Jews will not walk through the arch to this day.

The Seventeenth of Tammuz is a Jewish fast day commemorating the breach of the walls of Jerusalem before 
the destruction of the Second Temple. It falls on the 17th day of the 4th Hebrew month of Tammuz and marks the 
beginning of the three-week mourning period leading up to Tisha B'Av. 

registration for each of these hikes is 
required, and there are rain dates—see 
knessetisrael.org/rsvp for details. [See 
article on page 8.]

Seeking our future 

Ramblin’ with the Rav is about literal 
ascent and perspective. However, Knes-
set Israel’s leaders are also seeking per-
spective in a more figurative sense. This 
summer we are embarking on a yearlong 
Strategic Planning process that will gath-
er information, explore the state of Jew-
ish life in the Berkshires, and set a sen-
sible, sustainable, and inspiring course 
forward for our congregation. Please 
stay tuned for more information about 
how to participate in focus groups and 
other conversations.

This summer, ascend. Lift your eyes. See. 
Rediscover awe and possibility.

From the Rabbi  
(continued from page 3)

KOL K.I.

    Need to Say Kaddish? 
We encourage people who are looking to say 
kaddish to:  

n  (a) attend services in person

n   (b) watch a livestream service and 
say kaddish along with the assembled 
minyan that can be seen and heard on 
screen. 

n   (c) participate in our Zoom services—
Tuesday or Thursday  evenings on a day 
close to the Yahrzeit—and say kaddish.

Please keep in mind that if there is no minyan 
in the sanctuary for a livestream service, 
mourner's kaddish will not be recited.

t

The pursuit of knowledge for its own sake, an almost 
fanatical love of justice, and the desire for personal 

independence—these are the features of Jewish tradition 
that make me thank my stars that I belong to it.

—Albert Einstein
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July/August Calendar 

n  SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN / IN PERSON
     ............................................................................... 8:45 a.m. 

n  TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING DAVENING 
    ON ZOOM .................................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
    ZOOM ID # 934-910-554

n  FRIDAY KABBALAT SHABBAT ...............................5:45 p.m. 
     IN PERSON—BA’OHEL (NO LIVESTREAM)  
  
 • July 1—No Friday night service  (public holiday weekend)

  • July 8—Musical Minyan 
A small acoustic ensemble provides the backdrop for the 
traditional Kabbalat Shabbat service, with both meditative 
and spirited melodies to welcome the Sabbath Bride. 
Weather permitting, the service will be held under the tent 
in the backyard.

• July 15, July 29, August 12 
Traditional Kabbalat Shabbat .................................... 5:45 p.m. 
A variety of lay shlihei tzibbur—sometimes one, sometimes 
two—help set a peaceful mood to welcome Shabbat. 
Weather permitting, the service will be held under the tent 
in the backyard.

• July 22—Shirei Shabbat with dinner 
Join the Knesset Israel Band for an upbeat musical Friday 
night service including many contemporary melodies. 
Weather permitting, the service will be held under the tent 
in the backyard. Register in advance for the community din-
ner following the service: knessetisrael.org/rsvp       
Reservations required for dinner by July 18.

continued next column

Weather permitting, Knesset Israel's 
 Kabbalat Shabbat and Sunday services  

will be held ba’ohel (under the tent)  
during July, and August.

• July 29—Traditional Kabbalat Shabbat ................. 5:45 p.m. 
A variety of lay shlihei tzibbur—sometimes one, sometimes 
two—help set a peaceful mood to welcome Shabbat. Weather 
permitting, the service will be held under the tent in the 
backyard.

• August 19—Musical Minyan with Dinner 
Minyan and dinner! A small acoustic ensemble provides 
the backdrop for the traditional Kabbalat Shabbat service, 
with both meditative and spirited melodies to welcome the 
Sabbath Bride. Weather permitting, the service will be held 
under the tent in the backyard. Register by August 15 for the 
community dinner following the service: knessetisrael.org/rsvp

• August 26—Shirei Shabbat 
Join the Knesset Israel Band for an upbeat musical Friday 
night service including many contemporary melodies. 
Weather permitting, services will be held under the tent in the  
backyard.

n  SATURDAY SHABBAT SHAHARIT  
IN PERSON & LIVESTREAM  ........................................ 9:30 a.m. 
Followed by a kiddush luncheon (July 9 – August 26) served in 
the social hall; tables are indoors and ba’ohel. 

Candle  Lighting
Friday, July 1 ..................................................................8:15 p.m.
Friday, July 8 ..................................................................8:14 p.m.
Friday, July 15 ................................................................8:10 p.m.
Friday, July 22 ................................................................8:05 p.m.
Friday, July 29 ................................................................7:58 p.m.

Friday, August 5 ..............................................................7:50 p.m.
Friday, August 12 ............................................................7:40 p.m.
Friday, August 19 ............................................................7:30 p.m.
Friday, August 26 ............................................................7:19 p.m.

Services

In compliance with United Synagogue standards, it is requested that you refrain from  
conducting synagogue business via email, text, and/or phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.
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n  KI ROSH CHODESH WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
There will be no meeting in July or August. We will return to 
the usual 3rd Sunday of the month in September. Members 
will be notified of any changes. The ZOOM link and the 
topic will be included in the K.I. E-News each month. Bring 
your friends…new members always welcome!  

SEPTEMBER 18 ........................................................1:00 p.m.   
ZOOM Link: us02web.zoom.us/j/83944892240 
ID: 839 4489 2249

Meetings

Adult  Education
n   FRIDAY, JULY 29 & AUGUST 12— 

JTS IN THE BERKSHIRES—11:00 a.m.  
at the Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre at Shakespeare & Co.,  
70 Kemble St., Lenox. 

    Learn from top-notch scholars from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. Sponsored by KI and the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires with a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion. See full page ad on page 11 and  article on page 1. 

     Details on cost and registration are available at  
knessetisrael.org. 

n  HEBREW CLASS WITH RABBI DAVID WEINER
We are studying the Amidah and building Hebrew 
vocabulary. Class meets in person.

Tuesdays, July 19 & 26 and August 2, 9,* 16, 23, & 30 
 ............................................................ 10:00 a.m.-11:15 a.m.

*August 9 class will meet from 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

 

July/August Calendar 

n   KIDDUSH LUNCHES

Shabbat morning: July 9—August 27 after services.  
One of our favorite community-building activities—the 
kiddush lunch. We thank Chef Chris Goetze for preparing 
these delicious and nutritious meals. The free lunches are 
only possible because of your generous contributions; 
please consider donating or sponsoring Shabbat lunch.

n   RAMBLIN’ WITH THE RAV 
Wednesdays, July 20, August 3, & August 17 ......8:30 a.m. 
A series of early morning hikes with Rabbi David Weiner. 
Details for the specific hikes are on page 4.

n   THURSDAY, AUGUST 22—RICK RECHT CONCERT
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires Summer Concert—  
Rick Recht and the Berkshire Jewish Musicians Collective.  
7:00 p.m. at Knesset Israel. See ad on page 13.

Events

Boiled or baked, bagels are great!  
Please join us for a highlight of summer at KI,  

the free Membership Appreciation Bagel Brunch. 

We'll enjoy a bagel and a schmear, with some 
easy-going live music as the soundtrack for our 

schmoozing. Sunday 7/31/2022, 10 
a.m.- noon. Please RSVP by 
7/22 by calling the office at 

413-445-4872.

Membership Appreciation 
Bagel Brunch

KI needs people to usher for High Holiday services. 
If you are looking to volunteer, this is the  

perfect opportunity.

Volunteer  
We Need Help on the High Holidays.

We will offer a training and  
safety session ahead of time. 

If interested please contact  
Joan Grossman at 413-445-7848  

or jcg8874@msn.com

    Safety Protocols 
Please read the weekly K.I. E-News for KI’s up-to-date COVID safety 
protocols. Attend services and programs only when you are feeling 
well, and should you be exposed to Covid-19, please follow the rules 
prescribed by the CDC and your physician.

t
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Visit berkshirejewishfilmfestival.org  to 
buy tickets, watch trailers, and peruse 
the festival program. You can also sign 
up for the BJFF e-newsletter, which  
will  include the Zoom talkback sched-
ule and information about our present-
ers.

BJFF Underwriters

• John Bergman Charitable Trust

• MountainOne

• Spitz-Tuchman Charitable Trust

• Greylock Federal Credit Union

• Berkshire Bank

• The Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Summer Programming

On a beautiful Berkshires summer morning, Knesset Israel's Rabbi David Weiner 
enjoys little more than a hearty hike—and you can join him.

Wednesday, July 20 at 8:30 a.m. / Richmond, Mass. Join the Rav  for some To-
rah, good company, and a sweet loop hike in the woods and meadows above 
a bucolic pasture. We'll hike the 4 miles at a relaxed pace and stop to enjoy the 
spectacular views of Lebanon Valley, Richmond, and Yokun Ridge.

Wednesday, August 3 at 8:30 a.m. / Stony Ledge via Williamstown’s Hopper 
and Haley Farm Trails. One of the Berkshires' premier hikes, along the rim of Mt. 
Greylock's unique Hopper. We'll stop at a spectacular viewpoint before descend-
ing steeply to the parking lot. Only for the strong of knee and heart, as there's 
some strenuous terrain and the occasional bear in the area.

Wednesday, August 17 at  8:30 a.m. / Keystone Arch Bridges of Chester and 
Middlefield. A lovely out-and-back trail alongside the first railroad to cross the 
Berkshires. The river burbles, the cascades impress, and the handmade rock cuts 
and ingenious keystone bridges are models of not-quite-modern engineering. A 
low intensity hike with a spot to wade in the cool river.

Group size is limited. Please come prepared for hiking, with appropriate footwear, 
hat, water, snacks, bug spray, poles if you use them, etc. Rain or heat delays are 
possible. Most trails have no bathroom facilities. 

Our party will convene at the KI parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Advance registration is 
required: knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

Ramblin' with the Rav 
Upcoming hikes with Rabbi Weiner

Director of Education & Programming. 

This year-round position is for an experi-
enced Jewish educator who will oversee 
the Hebrew School, family programming, 
our very popular adult education offer-
ings, and other programs for adults. 

In the event that we find  the right candi-
date, with the energy and vision but not 
the years of experience to lead all these 
areas of synagogue life alone, we have 
also posted the position of Coordinator 
of Education and Programming. (We 
would only fill one of the jobs, not both.)

More information at knessetisrael.org/
employment.html.

BJFF Notes 
How to buy tickets  
Underwriter acknowledgments

The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely,  
or unhappy is to go outside, somewhere where  

they can be quite alone with the  
heavens, nature, and G-d.

 –Diary of Anne Frank
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Week 1—July 11

n 4:00 p.m. • Song Searcher • Traveling 
throughout Ukraine, Moyshe Beregov-
sky, a musician and scholar, recorded 
and studied the traditional music of 
Ukrainian Jewry during the most dra-
matic years of Soviet history. Beginning 
in the 1920s, he succeeded in saving the 
musical heritage of the centuries-old 
Yiddish civilization. 

n  8:00  p.m. • Rose • At age seventy-eight, 
Rose, an orthodox Jewish woman, rede-
fines herself as an independent woman 
after the loss of her devoted, loving hus-
band upsets the balance of her family.

Week 2 —July 18

n 4:00 p.m. • The Adventures of Saul 
Bellow • The documentary traces Saul 
Bellow’s rise to eminence and examines 
his many identities: reluctant public in-
tellectual, “serial husband,” father, Chi-
cagoan, Jew, and American. Interviews 
with the novelist’s family and friends 
shed light on Bellow’s personality and 
the way he turned life into art.

n 8:00 p.m. • The Automat • Once upon 
a nickel, before fast food, one American 
restaurant empire was unstoppable. 
Experience the untold story of the Au-
tomat in a documentary featuring Mel 
Brooks, Elliot Gould, Ruth Bader Gins-
berg, Colin Powell, and other notables.

Week 3—July 25

n 4:00 p.m. • Ronnie’s • This documen-
tary explores the journey of saxophon-
ist Ronnie Scott from poor Jewish kid 
in the East End of London to owner of 
Ronnie’s, his world-famous jazz club. 
Features Oscar Peterson, Dizzy Gilles-
pie, Buddy Rich, Sarah Vaughan, Miles 
Davis, Jimi Hendrix, Ella Fitzgerald, Van 
Morrison, Chet Baker, Nina Simone, 
Sonny Rollins, and others.

children disagree about whether to fol-
low their father’s wishes. Should he be 
given a traditional Jewish burial or be 
sent to space? 

In the Image of God • Rabbi Levi was born 
intersexual and, like his grandmother 
and great-grandmother, who were also 
born intersexual, had the female gender 
imposed on him. The director states that 
“Levi’s story challenges not only our cer-
tainties about gender but also the way 
the political debate is framed: tradition 
versus progressivism, religion versus in-
dividual freedom, old generations versus 
the new ones.” 

The Inspection • A short narrative film 
that explores how one courageous edu-
cator stands fast when she is challenged 
about her teaching of the Holocaust.

Petit Rat • A Jewish girl’s dream of be-
coming a ballerina is destroyed by the 
Nazi invasion of Paris. Decades later, she 
and her two daughters confront the im-
pact as they dance together for the very 
first time, towards reconciliation and for-
giveness.

Week 6—August 15
n 4:00 p.m. • Cinema Sabaya • In this 
heartfelt ode to the unifying power of 
art, nine women register for a video 
workshop hoping to learn basic film-
making techniques. As the strangers, 
both Arab and Jewish, share the raw 
footage they shoot each week, they are 
confronted not only by the vast differ-
ences in their circumstances but also by 
striking points of connection.

n 8:00 p.m. • The Last Chapter of A.B. 
Yehoshua • A documentary about A.B. 
Yehoshua, one of the most widely read 
authors in Israel, whose works are deep-
ly rooted in Jewish culture and the Is-
raeli way of life. The New York Times has 
called him the Israeli Faulkner. Although 
dealing with serious illness, widow-
hood, and loneliness, the writer affec-
tionately known as Boolie chooses love 
and embarks on his final journey. 

n  8:00 p.m. • More Than I Deserve • 
Newly arrived in Israel, a single immi-
grant mother from Ukraine and her son 
are deeply affected by their relationship 
with a religious neighbor in this finely 
textured coming-of-age drama. Nomi-
nated for seven Israeli Academy Awards, 
the film reflects emotional depth in its 
nuanced portrayal of the plight of immi-
grants to Israel.

Week 4—August 1
n  4:00 p.m.  •  The Lost Film of Nurem-
berg  •  Film director John Ford, head of 
the OSS Field Photographic Branch, as-
signed brothers Budd and Stuart Schul-
berg the mission of tracking down and 
assembling archival footage and photo-
graphs of the crimes of the Nazi regime 
to be used as evidence against the 24 
leading Nazis scheduled to stand trial 
in Nuremberg. The film takes an inside 
look at this mission and asks questions 
about collective memory and the pro-
cess of writing history.

n 8:00 p.m.  •  Here We Are  •  Aharon has 
devoted his life to his autistic son Uri. 
They live together in a gentle routine 
away from the real world. But the time 
comes for Uri, now a young adult, to live 
in a specialized home. En route, Aharon 
decides to run away with his son, believ-
ing that Uri is not ready for this separa-
tion. Or is it his father who is not ready?

Week 5—August 8
n 4:00 p.m. • SHORTS PROGRAM

Becoming Nakuset • As a small child, 
Nakuset was taken from her home in 
Thompson, Manitoba and adopted into 
a Jewish family in Montreal. The film 
tells the story of how Nakuset reclaimed 
her Indigenous identity with help from 
her Bubbe and became a powerful ad-
vocate for her people.

Pops • Before his death, a Jewish father 
requests that when he dies, his ashes be 
sent to space. After his death, his grown 

$
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Approximately 15 members of the KI Rosh Chodesh Women’s 
Discussion Group gathered in person on May 22 in the KI library. 
The group was formed 6 years ago to help KI women connect 
and feel a sense of belonging. The topic was a continuation of 
April’s meeting: “your personal experiences with anti-Semitism 
and how it affected your life.” Discussion was so animated last 
month that the group wanted to carry it over. 

Members reported a wide range of life experiences, from those 
who did not encounter anything in their childhoods to those 
who have confronted incidents throughout their lives. Women 
who lived in urban areas (aka larger Jewish communities) re-
ported being spared this distress; while for those in more ru-
ral areas anti-Semitism was a part of life. Some reported never 
having faced anti-Semitism until they moved to the Berkshires. 

Childhood experiences were especially seared into the memo-
ries of some, and those women described how it affected their 
lives. The group also touched on assimilation and interfaith 
support in the Conservative movement.

This was Susan Colton’s first Rosh Chodesh meeting. A new 
KI member, she generously shared her original poem, Some 
Things I Don’t Forget, poignantly documenting an awakening 
childhood shock.

The meeting closed with the usual ritual: each member lights 
a candle (or uses the candle app), says her Hebrew name and 
the Hebrew names of her mother and grandmothers and, if so 
moved, mentions a takeaway from the meeting. Dee Griswold 
shared, “I really appreciate these meetings. It is one of the few 
places I feel at home.”

The next Rosh Chodesh meeting will be Sunday, September 18 
at 1:00 p.m. Watch the weekly K.I. E-News for location and top-
ic. All women who are KI members are invited to join. Contact 
Maxine Bookless: maxbookless@gmail.com or Jan Zimbler: jan-
wz@aol.com with any questions.

Update

Our personal experiences with anti-Semitism

Chalked hopscotch patterns faded from my driveway 

Tomato plants still bursting with Jerseys my father would pick

Mulberries fell around its tree, but it didn’t matter... 

No one ate them

They would soon be buried

The sun was still warm, yet leaves covered the grass

I raked them to burn at the curb

I looked across the backyards of the neighbors

Past the Ziegler’s house next door

Joan Peters was walking up their driveway

She lived two houses down and across the street

We weren’t friends, though she was in my grade

Waist high hedges separated us 

I don’t remember what was said 

Until I heard her say

You’re a dirty Jew

As she ran away

I wanted the hedges to grow higher  

I burned the leaves the next day

Some Things I Don’t Forget
by Susan Colton

Deep down I know I could never be  
that innocent again, however much I’d like to be.

—Anne Frank



JTS in the 
Berkshires
Join us in the Berkshires for inspiring learning  
that illuminates the Jewish past and  
shapes the Jewish future.

SUMMER  
2022

FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2022
"Get Thee to a Nunnery:"  
Shakespeare and The Talmudic  
Rabbis in Conversation
Dr. Marjorie Lehman, Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics, JTS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2022
Spiritual Leadership for a New Era
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Pearl Resnick Dean of the  
Rabbinical School, JTS

11:00 A.M. TO 12:30 P.M. 
TICKETS: $15
Shakespeare & Company / Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre / 70 Kemble Street / Lenox, MA
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Do you find that a loved one’s headstone 
needs spiffing up? 

The Knesset Israel Cemetery Commit-
tee is gathering names for the next 
group-discounted cleaning. As of this 
writing, we have six of the 25 stones 
needed to qualify for the discount.

If you do not need this service for a fam-
ily member, you can choose to perform 
a mitzvah and adopt an “orphan” head-
stone for a person with no descendants 
to maintain his/her memorial. You can 
designate a specific stone or one can be 
chosen for you.

The cost per monument is $65. Please 
email Diana at office@knessetisrael.org 
with any questions or with the name(s) 
on the monument(s) you would like to 
have cleaned. Sign up now and be billed 
when we have 25 headstones lined up.

Only 19 more to go! 
Volume=discount

KI Cares
Volunteer with the KI Cares Committee. Members phone  
other members who are in need of a sincere connection.  

They also rally around others in our congregation who are experiencing illness  
and help when they can. If interested, contact Fran Wolk at fwolk@att.net. 

Become a Shomer 
Shomrim, 'watchers,' fulfill an important Jewish burial tradition by sitting  

with a person's aron (coffin) until the funeral. Shomrim work in shifts.  
Please call Alexandra Warshaw at 413-443-1434 for more information.

Feed the Hungry
Donate to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for the South Congregational Church  

Food Pantry. You may donate on line at knessetisrael.org or send a check  
to the KI office. Please designate the church food pantry in the memo. 

Make Food Deliveries  /  Pack Cartons
Members of the KI Social Justice Committee are currently  

distributing food cartons to families in Pittsfield. Volunteer drivers  
and carton packers are needed. For more information,  

email Nancy Cook at splynter100@gmail.com.

Drive People to Health Care Appointments
One of the great injustices in our community is widely unequal access to  

transportation. Wheels for Wellness connects volunteer drivers with neighbors who 
need a ride to health-related activities, including vaccination.  

Please call  Wheels for Wellness at 413-395-0109 to learn more or to sign up.

Donate to Knesset Israel
Supporting our synagogue financially is an act of tzedakah. These donations are the 

foundation of all that KI can offer, including unforeseen expenses for security and  
service options. Donate to a Fund or Endowment in honor or memory of family, 

friends, and occasions. These donations sustain us all.

Create a Legacy Gift 
Consider including a legacy gift to KI in your estate plan.  

If you would like to know more about how you might make such a commitment,  
email Arlene Schiff at arlenedschiff@icloud.com.

Adopt an “Orphan” Headstone 
Many of the older headstones in the KI cemetery need  

cleaning but have no descendants to arrange it. By donating the $65 cleaning fee, 
you can have one cleaned. Contact Diana at office@knessetisrael.org.

Tikkun Olam ~ Heal the World

KOL K.I.
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Remember a loved one,  
honor a special occasion, 

a friend, or family member 
with a donation to the  

Bima Flower Fund.  

Call Naomi Schwartz  
at 413-841-0006.

yom nisuyim sameachJuly Anniversaries

n Murray and Barbara Akresh ................................................................................................... July 1

n David and Kyneret Albert ....................................................................................................... July 2

n Jerome Socolof and Kate Gigliotti ...................................................................................... July 3

n Harold and Harriet Shair ......................................................................................................... July 5

n Colin Ovitsky and Sopheap Nhim ....................................................................................... July 7

n Michael and Alison Rosenthal ...........................................................................................  July 14

July Birthdays yom huledet sameach
n Dee Griswold .....................................  July 1

n Jan Zimbler .........................................  July 3

n Dawn Shamper-Schecter ..............  July 3

n Bruce Jacobs ......................................  July 4

n Sanford Gordon ................................  July 4

n Edwin Helitzer ...................................  July 5

n Yonaton Kaufman .............................  July 5

n Michael Geller ....................................  July 6

n Yefim Kogan .......................................  July 6

n Judith Weiner .....................................  July 7

n Elisabeth Berger ................................  July 7

n Ilana Albert .........................................  July 7

n Charles Sutter ....................................  July 8

n Hannah Nhim Ovitsky ....................  July 8

n Samson Nhim Ovitsky ....................  July 8

n Dee Dee Acquisto .......................... July 10

n Carolyn Kaplan ................................ July 12

n Mory Brenner ..................................  July 12

n Yvette Bastow .................................. July 14

n Janet Rothstein ............................... July 14

n Lesley Campbell Herzberg .......... July 14

n Gerald Link ........................................ July 15

n Parker Wright  ...................................July 15

n Ethan Lipson .................................... July 16

n Phil Halpern ...................................... July 19

n Lara Denmark .................................. July 19

n Stephanie Ilberg-Lamm ............... July 21

n Gayle Rotenberg ............................. July 22

n Suellen Havsy................................... July 23

n Sheila Goldlust ................................ July 24

n Steven Winter .................................. July 25

n Jenny Gitlitz ...................................... July 25

n Glenna Bloom .................................. July 26

n Roberta Cohn .................................. July 27

n Lynne Goodman-Leary ................ July 27

n Eleanor Geller .................................. July 28

n Judy Usow ......................................... July 28

n Ira Lieberman ................................... July 29

n Lauren Spitz ..................................... July 31

n Roy Kozupsky................................... July 31

n Jeremy Merrin.................................. July 31

KOL K.I.

Every blade of grass has its angel  
that bends over it and whispers, grow, grow. 

—the Talmud

Knesset Israel 
Statement of Purpose

Welcome. 
We are here to nourish mind, 

heart, and soul. 

We are here to,inspire 
through word and deed.

 
We are here to  

accompany each other  
on life’s journey. 

We are here to celebrate  
in community. 

We are here to bring life  
to the wisdom and values of 

Torah.
 

We are here to transform  
our world.
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yom nisuyim sameachAugust Anniversaries

n Joel and Fran Wolk .............................................................................................................  August 9

n Richard and Marcie Greenfield Simons .................................................................... August 11

n Helen and Stephen Radin ............................................................................................. August 12

n Mark and Elisa Snowise .................................................................................................. August 16

n Allen and Rosalind Kopfstein ....................................................................................... August 18

n Noah and Kika Cook-Dubin .......................................................................................... August 20

n Kathleen and Bill Todd .................................................................................................... August 24

n Ellen and Steven Weitzler .............................................................................................. August 24

n Joel and Phyllis Curran ....................................................................................................August 29

n Andrew and Sandra Snyder .......................................................................................... August 30

August Birthdays yom huledet sameach
n Renee Robbins ............................ August 1

n Stephen Feingold ....................... August 3

n David Dahari ................................ August 4

n Howard Lerner ............................ August 5

n Joel Cohen .................................... August 6

n Kathleen Todd ............................. August 7

n Nina Snowise ............................... August 8

n Yael Snowise ................................. August 8

n Brett Goldberg ............................ August 9

n Colin Ovitsky .............................  August 12

n Jacob Herzberg ........................  August 12

n Richard Ferren ..........................  August 14

n Natalya Yantovsky ...................  August 15

n Michael Albert ..........................  August 16

n Harvey Zimbler ........................  August 16

n Leatrice Finck ............................  August 17

n Michael Edwards .....................  August 18

n Ruth Lebovitz Markovits .......  August 19

n Kay Lerner ..................................  August 20

n Shira Rodriguez ........................  August 20

n Robin Fleet .................................  August 21

n Rose Sutter ................................  August 21

n James Frank ...............................  August 22

n Cindy Mann ...............................  August 22

n Ellen Weitzler ............................  August 22

n Catherine Louise May ............  August 23

n Norman Klein ............................  August 24

n Joel Wolk ....................................  August 24

n Sarah Klein .................................  August 26

n Carol Link....................................  August 27

n Pearl Sutter ................................  August 27

n Dave Krawet ..............................  August 28

n Michael Shocket ......................  August 28

n Charles Raser.............................  August 28

n Jacob Klein .................................  August 28

n Eliot Stern ...................................  August 29

n Phoebe Sugarman ..................  August 30

n Galina Sirota ..............................  August 31

n Susan Miller ...............................  August 31

n Ely Hochfelder ..........................  August 31

KI Cares—If you or another KI member 
you know is experiencing serious ill-
ness requiring support, please contact 
the Care Committee by emailing Diana 
at office@knessetisrael.com. We will be 
in touch with you.

In compliance with United Syna-
gogue standards, it is requested that 
you refrain from conducting syna-
gogue business via email, text, and/or 
phone calls on Shabbat. Thank you.

Prayers for Healing. Submit prayer 
requests to Diana by email at office@
knessetisrael.org before 11:00 a.m. 
Friday mornings.

Did you know that Knesset Israel 
has a Facebook page? If you are on 
Facebook please "friend" our page 
and comment on, like, and share our 
posts.

Submit your thoughts. Kol K.I. would 
love to publish an article by you. 
Send us a story, your musings on a 
Jewish experience or subject. Mus-
ings by adults, teens, and children will 
be considered. 

A summary of the weekly parsha 
appears at the bottom of the weekly 
K.I. E-News email. 

The Book of Life. KI’s guide to ev-
erything, including burial and life-
cycle policies, is on the KI website:  
knessetisrael.org.

Any changes in KI's health and safe-
ty protocols will be emailed to you 
via K.I. E-News
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Spotlight On

Spotlight On: Richie Simons—submitted by Phil Coleman

A life of service
(This article is published unedited to 
present the authors’ exact words to 
the reader.) 

This month I had the real privilege 
of interviewing a dear old friend, 
and all around great guy, Richie Si-
mons. Read on for his fascinating 
story!

Hey Richie, so great to have you as 
my guest this month! Mentoring 
through the J2J program is high 
on your list of priorities. First of all, 
what does J2J mean, and what can 
you tell me about this program 
and your involvement in it? 

RS: The term “J2J Program” is a peer 
mentoring program in the Massa-

chusetts Trial Court. Mentor coaches 
are selected by the Chief Justice to 

mentor newly appointed judges. It is a highly structured program to assist new judg-
es as they transition from lawyering to judging. It also provides an opportunity for 
mentees to receive individualized support and feedback in order to continue to grow 
professionally.

I have been a mentor for several years and a couple of years ago became a member of 
the J2J Advisory Committee, which is the group that develops and presents education-
al and training programs for all judicial mentors.

What I treasure about the program is that it recognizes that no matter where we are in 
our careers, we all need to continue to develop and grow. 

Literature is a theme that runs through your service work. This is particularly inter-
esting to me as I was a Journalism major and English minor. Reading has always 
been a big part of my life and it looks like it is for you as well. What does this part of 
your service work entail?

RS: That’s such a great question, Phil. We are often influenced by those around us. I 
am the son, husband, father, grandson and brother of a teacher. In addition, for many 
years Marcie was Director of the PJ Library, a Jewish literacy program. The importance 
of literature was all around me.

Several years ago, I attended training 
for a program called, “Changing Lives 
Through Literature.” This was a program 
conceived and designed by a District 
Court Judge to be an alternative sen-
tencing program. In exchange for re-
ceiving a more favorable disposition in 
a criminal case, a defendant could opt to 
participate and complete this program 
which essentially was a literature class 
facilitated by a college professor. The 
only difference was that a Judge and 
Probation Officer attended alongside 
the probationers. Through the study of 
literature, people were able to gain dif-
ferent insights into their lives and deci-
sions they were making. I left that train-
ing so inspired and wanted to adapt the 
program for use in the Probate and Fam-
ily Court.

The challenge to make this program 
work in the Probate Court was signifi-
cant. Our litigants are not on probation. 
However, I knew the premise of using 
literature as a tool to help disputing par-
ents was worthy of a try. We expanded 
the program to involve not only disput-

ing parents, but their children as well. 

The result was a twelve week program 
called “Enhancing Families Through 
Literature.” One component is a litera-
ture class facilitated by a BCC professor. 
Both my Chief Probation Officer and I 
take part in each class. Literature allows 
us to see the world through a different 
perspective. The hope is that it allows 
participants to open their minds to per-
haps hear or see the world differently. 

Literature allows us to see the world through a different perspective.  
The hope is that it allows participants to open their minds  

to perhaps hear or see the world differently.

Richie Simons
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The Honorable Richard A. Simons embraces a graduate of the  
“Enhancing Families through Literature” program

Spotlight On

Listening leads to tolerance. Tolerance leads to meaningful dis-
pute resolution. Meaningful dispute resolution keeps disputing 
parents out of court. While we are studying with parents, the 
children are engaged in their own literature based program led 
by certified Head Start teachers. We also have a segment of the 
program where parents work with the childhood educators and 
their children on literature based activities.

It has been an incredibly inspiring and wonderful program to 
offer. I have grown as a judge being able to participate with liti-
gants in a different environment. 

I also sit on the Changing Lives Through Literature Advisory 
Committee, which provides all sorts of training resources to 
courts that maintain such a program or that are looking to de-
velop one.

Your involvement at Knesset Israel and in the broader Jewish 
community is legendary around these parts. What can you 
tell us that you love most about KI, and possibly something 
that might need improvement as well?

RS: That’s an easy question as I love our shul. What I treasure the 
most is that it is a cross generational community steeped in Jew-
ish values and culture that supports its members during times 
of need and celebrates with members in times of joy. Pressures 
and problems in the world can lead us to question life’s mean-
ing and create anxiety and fear about the future. Being part of a 
Jewish community provides structure and perspective. There is 
so much wisdom in our tradition that serves to help us navigate 
the challenges of life. 

KI has always been home for me. I have had the good fortune 
to have grown up in this community. It is truly a family for me.

In terms of what we can improve upon, I think we do not always 
realize what a jewel KI is. I think we can be better with spreading 
the word and bringing more people into our community.

Your service in law and now the Judiciary for the past 14 years 
is the centerpiece of your professional life. Can you reflect 
on some of the high points or complex cases that have chal-
lenged you over the years?

RS: I have been so lucky to be involved in a career that is inter-
esting, challenging and works to enhance the public good. It is 
such a privilege. 

One career highlight as an attorney was representing a 16 year 
old Jehovah’s Witness who was refusing a life saving blood 
transfusion after a snowboarding accident. I was able to suc-
cessfully argue the case before our appellate courts to create a 
new doctrine wherein the preference of a “mature minor” would 
need to be taken into account in decisions about life sustaining 
treatment. The good news was that my client recovered on her 
own without any need for a blood transfusion and the case was 
resolved successfully.

As a Probate and Family court judge, I see all sorts of issues from 
“womb to tomb.” We deal with cutting edge issues in our society 
like assisted reproductive technology and de facto parenthood. 
It used to be quite simple to adjudicate parenthood. Now, a 
court may be asked to adjudicate the rights of a gestational car-
rier, a sperm donor, an “intended” parent, de facto parents and 
biological parents. It is always interesting! 

On the Probate side of the court, we deal with guardianships of 
both minors and incapacitated adults. These cases can be quite 
humbling and compelling as the court is asked to make ma-
jor decisions for these individuals. While the cases may be gut 
wrenching, they are also quite rewarding.

What advice can you give to young people who are contem-
plating careers in public service, given that we have such di-

Listening is key. Empathetic listening  
leads to tolerance. Tolerance leads to  

constructive solutions.

continued on page 18

photo ©Gillian Jones / Berkshire Eagle / 2017 
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Join these savvy 
business owners 

KOL K.I. is a targeted  
bulletin containing information  
our members want. It is mailed 

to every member household.
 

These ANNUAL rates  
are the BEST you will find 

in the County.

1/8th page H.............$350. 
10 issues......only $35/issue

1/4th page V.............$700. 
10 issues......only $70/issue

1/2 page H................$1400.  
10 issues.....only $140 /issue

For an ad spec sheet contact  
Nan Bookless  

at chama2194@gmail.com 
.............................................

These advertisers help 
bring KOL K.I. to you. 

We thank them.
•

Please support their businesses.

Advertisers

t

PASTORAL CARE

If you need emergency pastoral care for 
any reason, please contact Rabbi Weiner, 
413-445-4872, ext. 10.

FUNERALS 

Knesset Israel’s funeral arrangements 
are handled with Flynn-Dagnoli Funeral 
Home. Please call 413-663-6523 or 413-
442-1733. You can also email flynndag-
noli@albany.twbc.com.

Emergency Contacts

visions in our society as a whole with very difficult problems to solve? How do 
we shape constructive solutions in the future?

RS: This is another great question, Phil. 

I recently read that those who indicate satisfaction with their jobs are those indi-
viduals who feel they are doing something positive. Careers in public service have 
broad missions to improve the public good. Though there are frustrations in pub-
lic sector work, the existence of a mission leads to tremendous job satisfaction.

In thinking about the balance of your question, I am reminded of a teaching from 
the Pirke Avot which states, “It is not your duty to finish the work, but neither are 
you at liberty to neglect it.” The issues facing society along with the divisiveness 
can lead us to feel overwhelmed. Individually, we do not need to solve all of the 
problems, but we can contribute toward solutions. As I talked about earlier in deal-
ing with disputing parents, listening is key. Empathetic listening leads to toler-
ance. Tolerance leads to constructive solutions. We all have to start somewhere. 

You must have a personal side and you know I was going to ask you! Do you 
have hobbies, outside interests, or maybe something to tell us that we don't 
know about you?

Nine years ago, I committed to 
ride the Pan Mass Challenge, a 
fundraiser for Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. The PMC is a 192 mile bi-
cycle ride from Sturbridge to Prov-
incetown. I had not ridden a bike 
since childhood. This commitment 
gave me the gift of cycling, which 
has become a passion of mine. I 
love cycling the hills of the Berk-
shires. It provides me with tremen-
dous peace and enjoyment.

Outside of cycling, I love music, 
theater and of course spending 
time with my children and grand-
children! 

One thing people might not 
know is that in the late 60s, I ap-
peared in the JCC’s production 
of Sleeping Beauty starring Bobbi 
Cohn as Sleeping Beauty. I had 
the illustrious part of the Wood-
cutter’s grandson (not many peo-
ple knew there was a woodcutter 
in the play—let alone his grand-
son!).

Richie, this was great, thanks so 
much!

Richie Simons (continued from page 17)

Spotlight On

Biking by Wheatleigh during the Josh Billings Runaground.
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Yahrzeits • July 2022 • Timmuz/Av 5782 

2 TAMMUZ - JULY 1

Benjamin Borke
David Ackerman
Fanny Tryster
Charles Flaster
Samuel Jaffee
Ben Kravetz
Sarah Weltman
David Fass

3 TAMMUZ - JULY 2

Martha Rothstein
Jacob Skole
Sidney Landes
David Jacobson
Reba Wiesen Marks
Shlomo Bril

4 TAMMUZ - JULY 3

Joseph Siegel
Louis Galanter
Robert Draymore
Willy Gutmann
Shirley Wynne Rubin
Irving Kaplan
Eugene Shusterman
Samuel Spitzberg

5 TAMMUZ - JULY 4

Esther Cohen

6 TAMMUZ - JULY 5

Martha G. Lipschitz
Max Schreck
Celia Cohen
Abraham Nathanson
Jeanette Geller
Anne C. Lessoff

7 TAMMUZ - JULY 6

Israel Benzion Pill
Abraham Levine
Trudy Balizer
Isadore Lerner
Florence Rife
Phillip Dolinger
William Bender
Martha Rivlin
Leon Holender
Rose Reingold
Sylvia Soman

8 TAMMUZ - JULY 7
Ethan Fingeroth
Henry Krawet
Meyer Rife
Arlene Ruth  
  Sussman Leavitt
Elliot Stahl
Norma Zalutsky
Hyman Waller

9 TAMMUZ - JULY 8

Stanley Sacon
Elihu Secunda
Dr. Max Fishelson
Ida C. Loveman
Gerald Mass
Henrietta Albert

10 TAMMUZ - JULY 9
Seymour Rosenberg
Diane Spinrad
Rose Flashner
Esther Rubin

11 TAMMUZ - JULY 10

Louis Haims
Corporal Albert Jaffe
Irma Claire Smith
Dr. David B. Greengold

12 TAMMUZ - JULY 11

Gertrude Smith
Morris Abrahms
Barbara Rose Bass 
Snyder
Harry Singer
Herman Fink
Milton Flashner
Annie Shapiro
Joshua Louis Weinstein
Jennie Abrahms

13 TAMMUZ - JULY 12 

Seymour Leppo
Liya Berlin
Samuel Shapiro

14 TAMMUZ - JULY 13

Robert Markowitz
Joseph Loveman
Benjamin Slaminsky
Milton H. Zimbler
Samuel Landa
Bernard Bell

15 TAMMUZ - JULY 14

Edward Merrin
Lewis Edward Levinson
Margaret Lanzer
Ella Esterman
Lillian Kahn
Joan Bildner
Sophie Goldner

16 TAMMUZ - JULY 15
Rita Wortman
Rebecca Gold

17 TAMMUZ - JULY 16
Ida Kaufman Adelson
Henry Kowler
Sarah Kriger

18 TAMMUZ - JULY 17

Estelle Kammel
Michael Lippe
Marcia Rosenthal
Ida Milstein
Louis Wiederkehr
Ruth Morganstein

19 TAMMUZ - JULY 18

Geraldine Weinstein
Dr. George Grossman
Sarah Gruberg

20 TAMMUZ - JULY 19

J. Philip Cook
Leo Drimmer

21 TAMMUZ - JULY 20

Saul J. Cohen
Irene Baer

22 TAMMUZ - JULY 21

Abraham J. Reder
Sidney Ginsberg
Esther G. Kriger
Archie Newman

23 TAMMUZ - JULY 22

Mary Aronovitz
Francis Wainhouse 
Rabinovitz
Pearl Goodman
Walter Epstein
Max Lenhoff
Clara Mindlin Margolin
Dale Gelber

24 TAMMUZ - JULY 23

Rachel Felds
Audrey Schlanger
Pauline Feldstein
Judith Sellner
Sidney Metzger

25 TAMMUZ - JULY 24

Arthur Kriger
Julius Lampert
Lois London
Jacob Geller
Sidney Goodman

26 TAMMUZ - JULY 25

Benjamin L. Swirsky
Regina Sason
David Katz
Mendel Aldersheim
Rose C. Rife

27 TAMMUZ - JULY 26

Elie Hammerling
Pearl Sherman
Edward Bass
Emil Metropole
Henry Simkin

28 TAMMUZ - JULY 27

Sarah Moskowitz
Ida Block
Alvin Kass
Beatrice Drimmer
Miriam Helitzer

29 TAMMUZ - JULY 28

Ralph Goodman
Morris Wolfe
Ethel Martin Brown
Joseph Rod

1 AV - JULY 29

Sylvia Geller
Max Alimansky
Doris Soman
Milton Bergman
Philip Abel
Minnie Cotton
Ida Gibner
Neil Radsken

2 AV - JULY 30

Bernard Poretz
Ernest Blank
Regina Siegel
Abraham L. Ginsberg
Priscilla Less Wood
Louis Green
Fredric Meyers
Bernard Schulman
Michael  
  Nathaniel Shute

3 AV - JULY 31

Joe Weiss
Elizabeth Zaslavskaya
Beatrice Kopfstein
Gladys Zahavah Novick

G-d is closest to those  
with broken hearts.

 The only truly dead are those 
who have been forgotten. 

—Jewish proverbs
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Yahrzeits • August 2022 • Av/Elul 5782 

4 AV - AUGUST 1

Lee Robinson
Samuel Yantovsky

5 AV - AUGUST 2

Bertha Zemmel  
     Samuels
Morris Lubin
Shirlee Robbins
Herman Abramson
Shirley Halperin

6 AV - AUGUST 3

Benjamin Sidransky
David Bashevkin
Alfred Fellner
Rose Libby Marvin
Ethel Ferber

7 AV - AUGUST 4

Richard Amron
Ira Siegel

8 AV - AUGUST 5

Benjamin Bookless
Helen Tallen
Mote Blank
Susan Margulies
Nathan Pinsky
Samuel Cohen
Rose P. Bass
Dora Goodman

9 AV - AUGUST 6

David Lipshitz

10 AV - AUGUST 7

Eve Lipman
Maximilian Kowler

11 AV - AUGUST 8

Eva Aronson Greenfeld
Dorothy Haims

12 AV - AUGUST 9

Gladys Wilansky
Shirley Dolinger
Jesse Ginsberg
Madelyne Goldin
Bessie Adelson
Roney Weis
Samuel Aronstein
Eleanor Liss
Fannie Feldman

13 AV - AUGUST 10

Beatrice A. Epstein
Joseph Stern
Meyer David Graubard

14 AV - AUGUST 11

Barry E. Alper
Max Raser
Merrill Silverstein
Miriam Levinson

15 AV - AUGUST 12

Bruce Rossomando
Samuel Novick
Pincus Herzl Auslander
Beatrice Dichner
David Gold
Herman Weitzen

16 AV - AUGUST 13

Philip Baron
Esther Halpern
Sydney Berg

17 AV - AUGUST 14

L. George Reder
Claire Tauber
Boris Berlin
Hilda Betten
Robert R. Fingeroth

18 AV - AUGUST 15

Nathan Milikowsky
Frederick Lezberg
Milton Selkowitz
Irving Singer

19 AV - AUGUST 16

Barbara Gordon
Harry Gitelman
Ethel Shusterman
Irving Bikofsky
Isadore Davidoff

20 AV - AUGUST 17

Helen Masters
Elbert Kaplan
Anna Garbowit
Liebe Bikofsky
Lena Louzin
Eva Rife
Jennie Swirsky
Edith Friedman
Anna B. Goodheartz
Lucille Grossman
Jennie Lipson
Jacob Joseph Nelson

21 AV - AUGUST 18

Isidore Schlanger
Frances Simkin
James Burgone
Ahron Frommer
Meyer Gilner
Benjamin Hurewitz
Lipman Arnold Katzman
Dorothy Smith
Rebecca Rachel Klein
Rita Toscher

22 AV - AUGUST 19

Edith Kaufman Cohen
Margaret Goodman
Max Katz
Joyce Kaufman

23 AV - AUGUST 20

Freda Perlmutter
Koppel Shusterman
Linda Posell
Gertrude Lusthaus 
     Finger
Zalman Kominiar

24 AV - AUGUST 21

Morris Weiss
Howard H. Braun
Morris Horelly
Adeline Schortz

25 AV - AUGUST 22

Margie Rosenthal
Albert Shindler
Miriam Cohen
Henry Kamm
Solomon Lipson
Alexander Mason
Rubin Oringer

26 AV - AUGUST 23

Florence Simon Lebovitz
Harold Herman  
     Schreiber

27 AV - AUGUST 24

Annie Feder Bashevkin
Celia Lerman
Leona Green

28 AV - AUGUST 25

Kenneth Schwartz
Sydney Kanter
Benjamin Rosen

29 AV - AUGUST 26 

Marjorie Garber  
     Rappoport
Shirle Stahl
Leo Solomon

30 AV - AUGUST 27

Alfred S.J. Goldin
Sarah Blasberg  
     Auslander

1 ELUL - AUGUST 28

Albert Cohen
Dora Kanter
Fred Goetz
Joseph Plotsky

2 ELUL - AUGUST 29

Florence Hazen
Nathan Pines
Ann Pomerantz
David H. Shair
Muriel M. Gersh

3 ELUL - AUGUST 30

Benjamin Gross
Harry Rudich
Milton Aronstein
Phil M. Frankel
Ruth Rosen
Hedy Kamm

4 ELUL - AUGUST 31

Hyman Rosenthal
Helene Brado
Elsie Markowitz
Benjamin Drate
Frank Ptashkin
Milton A. Kolodkin
Henry Raphan
Isadore Block

Yi’heye be’seder 

 It will be alright. 
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Minimum donation to funds is $5.  
Endowment fund minimum is $10. We welcome 

contributions in any amount. Contributions of less 
than $5 are not publicized. 

Funds & Endowments

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of Joan Furman
Pattie Lipman &  
     John Huffaker    

In gratitude to Nan Bookless 
and Rabbi Pam Wax for help 
and support.

Sheila Goldlust 

AFGHAN / REFUGEE  
RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT

Jenny Gitlitz 
Nina & Rabbi Yaacov Rone

In honor of Alla Zernitskaya 
on her retirement after 
teaching for 29 years in the 
Pittsfield schools.

Alexandra Warshaw    

In honor of Mel and Harriet 
Warshaw for their kindness 
and generosity.

Carol Sanderson   

In memory of  
Annette Gordon
Eleanor Wollins

Harvey Lehrer & Susan  
     Frisch Lehrer 

In memory of Eleanor Wollins
Jill Wollins    

In appreciation of  
Rabbi Weiner and a 
wonderful 1st night of 
Passover Seder!

Karen & Bruce Jacobs 

BERKSHIRE JEWISH  
FILM FESTIVAL 
In appreciation of Judy 
Seaman, her artistic co-
director Beth Kruvant, and 
Jewish education, whose 
inspiration we are grateful to 
support.

Dennis & Libby Klein 

BOOKLESS FAMILY  
ENDOWMENT

In memory of  
Anna Fainer Bookless

Nan Bookless &  
     Maxine Bookless

BOBBY BRAUN  
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

     Cindy Tatalovich     

In memory of  
Eleanor Wollins
Joseph Strul

Ev Bastow 
    

CEMETERY FUND 

In memory of Don Sugarman
Beth & Bernie Abramson 
Faith Newmark  
Lou Skoletsky  
Pattie Lipman  
     & John Huffaker     

In memory of 
David Gordon Landa

The Landa Family 

CEMETERY FUND 
Orphan stone cleaning

Daniel Zwerner 

CEMETERY GATE AND 
ROADS FUND 

In memory of  
Ida Pill
Jerome Goldenberg
Theresa Levinson

Dave Pill 
    

BOBBI COHN  
REVITALIZATION  
ENDOWMENT

In memory of  
Harry Aronovitz

     Bobbi & Mike Cohn

JOEL AND PHYLLIS  
CURRAN ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Martin Curran
Phyllis & Joel Curran 

GENERAL  
DONATION FUND 

In memory of  
Vera Stoskin Gangel

Barbara Gershen Swartz 

In memory of Don Sugarman
Ed & Sarah Miller  
Kara Thornton

In memory of  
Annette Gordon

Harriet Samuels 

In memory of Eleanor Wollins
Laura Rosenthal     

In memory of  
Ana Castel Rosner

Miriam Cohen     

In memory of  
Jeffrey Kressner
Samuel Rosenberg

Myra Kressner 

In memory of Marty Bloom
Richard & Cathy Holland 

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 

In memory of  
August Robert Rossomando

Janet & David Rothstein 

KIDDUSH FUND 

In memory of  
Naomi Kruvant
Rose Gelber

Beth & Roger Kruvant 

In memory of Reba Kaufman
Rabbi Jan Kaufman 

In memory of  
Florence Speyer
Irwin Speyer

Rabbi Serge Lippe & 
Deborah Speyer 

MURRAY AND CECILY 
LEVINE ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Marjorie Shulman

Cecily Levine & Amy Levine 

ALAN AND BONNIE  
LIPTON ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Alan Lipton
Bonnie Lipton 

The Sabbath is the presence of G-d  
in the world, open to the soul of man.  

G-d is not in things of space,  
but in moments of time.

—Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
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RABBI'S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of  
Katherine Johnson
     Alex & Jane Rosen     

In memory of Sylvia Flaster
Barbara Mandler    

In appreciation of  
Mishloach Manot bag

Cecily Levine & Amy Levine    

In memory of Eleanor Wollins
Diane Weinstein    

In memory of  
Stanley Drate, beloved 
brother and uncle

Ellen & Allen Rosenblatt    

In memory of Joseph Strul
Ev Bastow    

In memory of Nate Geller
Faith Newmark     

In memory of Eve Lerner

     Geraldine & Robert Becker     

In memory of Selma 
Lebenbaum

     Marcie Kammel    

In memory of  
Eleanor Wollins
Florrie Solomon

Nina & Rabbi Yaacov Rone    

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND (CONTINUED)

In memory of  
Robert J. Sugarman

Phoebe Sugarman 

In honor of  
Lily Ranalli's high school 
graduation
Samuel Wanetick's college 
graduation

Phyllis & Joel Curran     

In memory of  
Bertha Charkow

Richard & Dale Charkow 

In honor of the birth of 
Noah Netanel Geller, great 
grandson of Diana Geller, 
and great nephew of Andy 
Geller

Richard &  
   Marcie Greenfield Simons 

In honor of Nan & Allan 
Lipton's anniversary

Sarah Lipton     

In memory of Bruce M. Havsy
Suellen Havsy 

MATTHEW RICH  
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of  
Anna Rich
Betty Rich

Joseph Rich & Skip Paynter 

JOSEPH AND PAULINE 
SIEGEL ENDOWMENT 

In honor of Sherry Kaimain's 
65th birthday!

Sharon, Joel & Eric Karlin 

SHARON AND IRA SIEGEL 
ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Rose Siegel
Sharon Siegel & Family 

WILLIAM AND MARILYN 
SIMONS ENDOWMENT 

In memory of Samuel Simons
Marilyn Simons    

SOUTH COMMUNITY 
FOOD PANTRY 

In memory of  
Dr. Morris Harris

Joanna & Ellis Fribush 

ARTHUR AND SYLVIA 
STEIN ENDOWMENT

In memory of  
Joyce Stein Turow

Sharon, Eric & Joel Karlin

SUMMER HOSPITALITY 
CHALLENGE GRANT 

Allen & Rosalind Kopfstein 

Nan & Allan Lipton 

In memory of Eleanor Wollins
Brenda and Fred Landes  

Funds & Endowments

visit   

knessetisrael.org  
 for opportunities

 

learn.
Lifelong learning at KI

Hebrew School for our children 

Stimulating classes  
and programs for adults

•
inspire.

 
Connect with each generation

Share through leadership

Tikkun Olam…repair the world

•
grow.

 
Start where you are

Cultivate new insights

Seek guides to the unfamiliar

Nourish mind, heart, and soul

•
together.

Accompany through lifecycle

KI Cares to help during illness

Make a minyan 

•

He that gives should never remember,  
he that receives should never forget.

—the Talmud

 If I am not for me, who is for me; and if I am (only) for 
myself, what am I. And if not now, when? 

– Hillel, Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14
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Sign up at kneesetisrael.org/RSVP
June 8 hike: Pittsfield State Forest's azaela fields

Clockwise: Membership Appreciation Bagel Brunch–page 7 
Berkshire Jewish Film Festival–page 9 

JTS in the Berkshires–page 1  •  Susan Miller exhibits–page 4 

A Summer of Jewish Culture and Community


