
Israel: For the Sake of Argument
3 Thursdays: Apr 13, 20, 27, 7:30-9:00 pm
Facilitated by Rabbi Joan Glazer Farber
We live in a divided world, avoiding conversations which could develop 
into arguments, especially about Israel. Let’s challenge the status quo 
together and dive into our varied thoughts/feelings about modern Israel.

Reproductive Justice Task Force
Tue, Mar 21
Meeting on Zoom. Email SocialAction@wct.org for Zoom link.

Trip to Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden (Rescheduled)
Sun, Apr 16, 1:00-2:30 pm
 
Knitting & Crocheting
Sun, Apr 16, 2:00-4:00 pm
Please join us at WCT to knit and crochet scarves, hats, baby blankets 
and squares used to be made into blankets for those in need. Beginners 
are always welcome.
 
WCT Book Club 
Wed, Apr 19, 2:00-3:30pm
“Summer Lightning” by Roberta Silman 
Facilitated by Rochelle Novins 
In this sweeping, multi-generational novel Roberta Silman explores the 
meaning of Alexander Herzen's observation: Art, and the summer 
lightning of individual happiness: these are the only real goods we have. 
After a casual encounter at Lindbergh's flight from Roosevelt Field in 
1927, Belle and Isaac find each other again, and thus begins the story of
this engaging family as it tries to try to find its place in tumultuous mid- 
Twentieth century America. 

Kesher Open House
Sun, Apr 23, 4:00-5:00 pm and Sun, May 21, 10:00-11:00 AM
Come learn about our Kesher Religious School Program!
Meet our clergy and educator, tour the synagogue building, and 
activities for the kids. RSVP at wct.org/openhouse.

Join us as we explore Touro Synagogue and the surrounding area of 
Newport, Rhode Island
Sun, Apr 23, 7:30 am - 6:30 pm 
Cost: $60/WCT Members, $70/Non-Members
Cost includes bus transportation, guided tour of the synagogue and 
surrounding area. You can bring lunch or buy locally. 

Thank you to our representative from the Board of Trustees: 
Marge Glusker, for providing the announcements this evening.   
 
Thank you to our Friday evening ushers: Seth & Jennifer Hochman, 
David & Shelley Jacobson and Rick Kaskawits.

Hevra Torah  
Sat, Mar 18, 9:15-10:15 am  
Our conversation in Vayakhel—Pekudei will be facilitated by Rabbi Mara. 
  
Talmud with Martin Irwin
Wed, Mar 22, 12:00-1:00 pm, on Zoom
 
Jewish Studies with Harriet Levine, in person and on Zoom
Thu, Mar 23, 10:15-11:45 am

Woodlands Webinar: Passover Haggadah Workshop - Breaking It Down 
and Creating Our Own! 
March 22, 8:00-9:00 pm
Facilitated by Lara Tessler
Have you ever had interest in creating your very own Passover Haggadah 
for your Seder? During this hour together, we’ll take a look at different 
features of a Passover Haggadah and take time to explore online software 
to create your own that can be used for this coming holiday season! 

Blood Drive 
Sun, Mar 26, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
You might just be the one who saves a life! Donate blood at WCT to help 
the NY Blood Center meet their ongoing needs. Note: Pursuant to current 
WCT and NYBC COVID protocols, masks are optional for both donors and 
blood center staff. Wct.org/BloodCollection.

The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole Hannah-Jones
Tue, Mar 28, 7:30-9:00 pm, on Zoom
On the last Tuesday of each month, we will read another chapter of this 
controversial book. Read Chapter 5 (Dispossession) for this session. 
Participants are invited to volunteer to take turns facilitating discussion. 
Although we have begun, it is not too late to join the group. 

Don’t be a Stranger! Passover 5783
Sat, Apr 8 - 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Come celebrate Passover with a morning of eating, learning, singing, and 
schmoozing!
Don’t be a Stranger is a three-part morning for folks of all ages.
Part 1 (10:00-10:45 am) - Parallel learning experiences for adults and 
families with children.
(Think making Passover modern for adults and crafts/stories/fun for kids).
Part 2 (10:45-11:15 am) - Join together for a special “Hallel” experience 
where we’ll sing and celebrate in honor of Passover. Kaddish will be 
recited for those who are observing Sheloshim or Yahrzeit.
Part 3 (11:15 am – Noon) - Our acclaimed matzah brei breakfast!
Sign up for the whole experience at wct.org/passovermorning.

March 17, 2023
25 Adar 5783
Vayakhel-Pekudei
Ezekiel 45:16-25

Jonah Maccabee Artist-in-Residence
 with Elana Arian

 

Congregational Shabbat Service
Friday, March 17 | 8:00pm 

 

K-2 Kesher Concert 
Saturday, March 18 | 10:30am

 

13th Annual Jonah Maccabee Concert 
Saturday, March 18 | 7:30pm

 

Jonah Maccabee Kesher Concert
Sunday, March 19 | 10:30am

Rabbi Mara Young
Cantor Jenna Mark
Haya Luftig, Executive Director
Abby Reiken, Dir. of Congregational Learning
Avital Abraham, Dir. of Youth & Community Engagement
Jenna Saidel Lebowich, President
Corey Friedlander, Sh’liakh K’hilah
Lara Tessler, Rabbinic Intern

www.wct.org
50 Worthington Road, White Plains, NY 10607
Main Office: 914-592-7070, wct@wct.org
Religious School: 914-592-1790, school@wct.org

When Covid levels are at medium or low, masks are optional. 

http://wct.org/passovermorning


A composer, multi-instrumentalist, and prayer leader, Elana 
Arian is one of the leading voices in contemporary Jewish 

music. Elana’s music is part of Jewish life across the globe, and 
her compositions are sung in spiritual communities, summer 

camps, and synagogues from Louisville to London, from 
Chicago to the Czech Republic, and everywhere in between. 
Elana just released her fourth album of original music, The 

Other Side of Fear, and her compositions have been published 
in countless Transcontinental Music collections. Elana serves 

proudly on the faculty of Hava Nashira (Oconomowoc, WI), the 
Wexner Heritage Foundation (Aspen, CO), Shirei Chagiga 

(London, England), and as an instructor at the Hebrew Union 
College in New York, where she teaches in the Debbie 

Friedman School of Sacred Music. Elana has performed at 
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Tanglewood, and perhaps most 
memorably, five separate appearances at the (Obama) White 

House. She lives in New York with her wife, Julia, and their two 
daughters, Maya and Acadia. 

About the Artist 

Elana Arian

Dear friends,

Thank you for joining us for the first Jonah Maccabee Artist-in-Residence 
Weekend, which includes the 13th Annual Jonah Maccabee Concert. 
We’re delighted that you’re here!

Jonah was our son and brother who died at age nineteen during his 
freshman year of college. A year later, Woodlands established this 
concert to honor Jonah’s memory.

Jonah’s family story is pretty typical. We all adored him, most of the 
time. Sometimes he had us laughing so hard we couldn’t catch our 
breath, and sometimes he made us so angry we wanted to strangle him. 
His teen years were filled with exuberant joy, wonderful friendships, teen 
angst, and a growing sense of love and compassion for the world around 
him. 

When he left for college, Jonah embraced his middle name, gently 
admonishing us as we unpacked his new dorm room, “Please don’t call 
me Jonah. Here I want to be known as Mac.” And sure enough, to this day 
when we speak with his college friends, we draw a bit of a blank if we 
refer to him as Jonah, which is why his middle name is included in 
everything we do in his memory.

The Annual Jonah Maccabee Concert was created back in 2010 as a 
pretty near perfect vehicle for honoring Jonah’s life. He loved Jewish 
music, having trained to be a songleader with Woodlands’ very own 
Kenny Green. He also loved Jewish summer camp, having spent most of 
his summers at either URJ Kutz Camp or Eisner Camp. Bringing 
songleading and summer camp together in this annual concert made 
perfect sense and, to this day, our family and our synagogue are 
profoundly grateful to everyone who supports the concert and enables 
us to help kids get to URJ summer programs.

Elana Arian, a longtime family friend (think “baby carriage,” that’s how 
long we’ve known her!) is a wonderful, deeply talented singer-songwriter 
who has actually been part of most of our concerts, most often seen 
playing her violin alongside our featured performers. This year, you get 
to enjoy the magnificent spirit that Elana brings to her own work and we 
couldn’t be more delighted to be welcoming her back!

19th century German-Jewish poet and author Berthold Auerbach wrote, 
“Music washes from the soul the dust of everyday life.” If that is so, sit on 
back and get ready to shake off the dust and celebrate as Elana shares 
her talents and gifts with us this weekend. 

Thank you for being with us, for supporting the Jonah Maccabee Fund at 
Woodlands Community Temple, and for helping our family continue 
celebrating the brief but cherished life of Jonah Maccabee Dreskin.

With enduring gratitude,
Aiden, Katie, Ellen and Billy

Kaddish List March 17-18, 2023 – 25 Adar 5783
 

Recent Death
 

Andrew Mayerik, friend of Rachel Flamm
David Wagner, father of Hanna Wagner

Emily Ruth Snider, mother of Teresa Snider-Stein
 

Sheloshim
 

Gloria Plesent, grandmother of Zach Plesent
 

Yahrzeit
 

Hyman Behrman, father of Lisa Tassler
Celia Berkowitz, grandmother of Ellen Block z”l

Ruth Berlowitz, mother of Stu Berlowitz
Frank Bloom, father of Cary Bloom

Bill Burke, father of Terri Wolin
Irene Cohen, mother of Marty Cohen

Morton Cohen, father of Evalyn Cohen
Edward Elkin, father of Josh Elkin

Philip Farbman, father of Lois Diamond
Henny Bach Lieb Feinman, mother of Steve Lieb,  

    grandmother of Sandi Lieb
Janet Feldman-Morris, daughter of Bob and Clare Feldman

Celia Glazer, grandmother of Joan Farber
Yehuda Goldfeder, uncle of Rich Fleiss

Max Goldstein, grandfather of Pamela Goldstein
Harvey Gottlieb, father of Paul Gottlieb
Eva Hindus, grandmother of Bob Apter

Pauline Hoyt, grandmother of Richard Bloom
Ilona Jacobs, grandmother of Debra Fischgrund

Isidore (Irving) Kantrowitz, father of Audrey Kaplan
Isabelle Katz, mother of David Katz

Norman Kaye, father of Melissa Swift
Leonard Klein, grandfather of Mitch Klein
Lawrence Levine, father of Joanne Levine

Stuart James Lowenthal, late husband of Roni Beth Tower
Bella Melworm, mother of Dorothy Miller

Rose Miller, mother of Ed Miller z”l
Elizabeth Ommen, wife of Todd Ommen

Robert Pincus, brother of Elaine Shames z”l
Matthew Raften, grandfather of Corey Friedlander

Amanda Safirstein, mother of Jack Safirstein z”l
Sue Safirstein, wife of Jack Safirstein z”l

Doris Schatz, grandmother of Ross Glinkenhouse
Helen Slater, grandmother of Loren Holand

Kenneth Strauss, father of Beth Zelin
Paul Swedlow, father of Laura Parr

Mildred Weinberg, mother of Mark Weinberg
Nathan Young, grandfather of Mark Young
Mildred Zagelbaum, sister of Ross Fishman

The first Jonah Maccabee Artist-in-Residence Weekend, 
which includes the 13th Annual Jonah Maccabee Concert 

 is underwritten by a generous gift from:
 

Herbert J. Friedman and Family
in loving memory of Elaine Friedman

 
Herbert J. Friedman

Evan and Faye Friedman
Rachel and Reid Packer

Norman Friedman
Todd, Beth and Joshua Benjamin


