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By Rabbi Mara Young

E
ver since Woodlands was born in 1966, 
each generation of Woodlanders has 
walked their version of The Woodlands 
Way. In time, they invite the next gener-

ation to walk beside them and then take their 
turn in leading. We are at the trailhead of Wood-
lands’ next chapter.

Makom, our temple newsletter, is no excep-
tion. In this revamped Makom magazine, you’ll 
find some temple news and events along with 
more in-depth articles. Our goal is to bring you 

issues critical to Jews these days, helping to connect you to the Jewish 
people, both locally and globally.

It’s truly an exciting time for our community. As we have slowly 
re-opened the physical Woodlands building, we have been careful not 
to call it a “re-opening.” Why? Well, we never closed. Our building? 
Yes, it lay dormant for a while. But our community? It’s been thriving 
in the sky—our community in the cloud—that would not let physical 
distance interrupt the sacred, special work of our fellowship.

That said, there has been a thrill of being back in our synagogue 
space—to hear our voices connect to one another, bouncing off the 
walls, blending with the bright light of the ner tamid, merging with 
the time-honored words of our ancestors, housed in the sacred scrolls 
inside the ark.

The ner tamid, the eternal light above the ark, is an important symbol 
at this moment—both for Woodlands and for our pandemic world. It 
is a bright light that reminds us of where we have been, while also 
lighting the way to the future. The uninterrupted warmth of its glow 
assures us that our most core values continue to sustain us, giving us 
courage to experiment and play, exploring new paths and ways into 
Jewish life.
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 Teaching with Timbrels
When the Israelites crossed the sea to freedom, Miriam and the women danced and 

sang with timbrels. During this stressful journey, they had to pack quickly to leave 
Egypt, but they remembered to pack their timbrels. They left anticipating they would 

have moments to celebrate. 
We have been on a difficult journey for the past year and a half, and as we join together as a community this fall, we will be 

ready to experience the joys of being part of our Woodlands community. In grades K-6, each student will receive a timbrel 
to decorate with what they personally enjoy about being Jewish. We’ll use these timbrels during our community prayer time, 
as we sing a song of freedom and listen to one another in order to create beautiful music together. Students will create a wall 
mural by the staircase to the classrooms with images of timbrels and expressions of their pride in being Jewish. We are embark-
ing on this new year, this new journey, knowing that we are here to lean on each other and rejoice together. —Abby Reiken

Imagining 
Tomorrow’s  

Woodlands, Today

A LittleNosh
Yearning for a Yad

F
or Jennifer Wankoff, a Phil-
adelphia-area ceramic artist 
whose collection of such Juda-
ica products as candlesticks, 
Kiddush cups, and Havdalah 
sets is available at, among 

many other places, Woodlands’ Judaica 
Shop, the pandemic brought life to a stand-
still. “Everything dried up,” she says. Craft 
shows were cancelled, classes at the art 
school where she teaches were cancelled, 
wholesale orders for her products were 
cancelled. 

On the one hand, the enforced down time 
was appreciated; it gave her a chance, for 
example, to help her now 11-year-old son 
adjust to remote learning. 

But after a while she was itching to get 
back to work—and to try something new. 
One piece of Judaica she’d never tried making was a yad, the pointer Torah readers 
use to avoid touching the parchment. She recalled standing at the Torah at her temple 
admiring a friend’s beautiful handmade yad and wishing she had one like that. 

So when Jen and a friend, jewelry designer Aliza Herman, were catching up on 
the phone one day and the conversation turned to work, the plan to collaborate on 
a yad emerged, with Jen planning to craft the base by hand (rather than on a wheel) 
and Aliza creating a metal tip embedded with jewels. 

“We kicked around a few ideas on the phone and then each of us made a sample 
part and brought them together to trouble shoot before refining them,” Jen recalls. 
Now there are two versions of the tip and six versions of the handle, along with an 
optional sterling silver chain. The finished yad, now available at Woodlands, comes 
in a jewelry box, which, as Jen notes, helps to prevent breakage. And Jen keeps 
experimenting with different handles. “I don’t like to do the same thing over and 
over,” she says. 

For a full view of products available at Woodlands’ Judaica Shop, visit wct.org/
judaicashop.  —Mike Winkleman

Even before COVID, temples around 
the country were reevaluating 
how to best respond to the soci-

etal, demographic, and technological 
trends that have changed the way Amer-
icans of all generations relate to religious 
institutions. To meet these challenges 
proactively, Woodlands recently assem-
bled a Long Range Planning Committee 
charged with imagining how Woodlands 
might evolve in the years to come. 

The committee is now holding focus 
groups with temple members to see 
what’s working and what could work 
better. They are diving deep into the 
temple’s organizational structure, its 
financial health, and its physical plant. 
And they are conducting a comprehen-
sive study of demographic trends as well 
as cutting-edge developments at other 
temples in the area and beyond. With 
this preliminary work as background, the 
committee will run strategic planning 
exercises this fall and develop a series of 
recommendations that they’ll release in 
a full report next spring. 

At 55 years old, Woodlands has a cel-
ebrated past; now it’s time to celebrate 
its future! 

Please watch the weekly emails for 
opportunities to participate, and email 
longrangeplan@wct.org with any ques-
tions or suggestions. —M.W.
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Zoom Services 
Help Drive Membership

By the time Makom went to press, some 26 new member 
“units”—both individuals and families—had joined Wood-
lands, a number that is somewhat larger than we've seen  

in recent years. “I think the online services that have been held 
throughout COVID have helped us reach some new people,” 
says Joy Gralnick, chair of Woodlands’ Membership Commit-
tee (reach Joy at jgralnick39@gmail.com). “People have loved 
the warm feeling they got from our services.” In addition, she 
notes, the temple’s new dues structure (see article at left) 
“has contributed.” 

While the new members hail from as far away as Hawthorne 
and Brewster (and even Massachusetts), more than half live 
in Ardsley and another half are split between Dobbs Ferry, 
Irvington, Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow, Scarsdale, Hartsdale, 
and White Plains. The vast majority have kids (including two 
sets of twins), with an average age of six-and-a-half. Of the 
50 adults, 20 are in their 30s, 25 are in their 40s, and five are 
older. And three of the families are former members who have 
rejoined.  —M.W.

A
t its core, what makes Woodlands’ new dues 
structure different from what came before is its 
emphasis on philanthropy. Members are not being 
charged a standard fee, as if paying for a good or 
service, but are being asked to search their souls 

to determine what they can contribute, based both on their 
commitment to Woodlands and their personal circumstanc-
es. And this pledge, it’s anticipated, will form the base from 
which their generous gifts to the temple will flow over the 
course of the year. 

Woodlands was built on a foundation of social justice, 
and that has remained a constant throughout the temple’s 
history. Last year, for example, the temple’s annual fund 
drive, based on a Hanukkah-themed “8 Days of Giving,” 
raised a record amount, especially notable given that the 
pandemic and an economic recession were raging during 
that campaign. “Our community proved that we are strong 
and vibrant at a time when we needed each other most,” 
says Rose Turshen, co-chair of Woodlands’ Philanthropy 
Committee. “We are optimistic that, this coming year, 
our members will, once again, give generously to support 
the temple.” Rose’s co-chair and VP of Finance, Andy 
Loose, adds that “We are gearing up for a strong campaign 

that will reflect this new era at Woodlands with our new 
membership model and our new professional leadership 
highlighting the ruach of our community and showcasing 
the strong dedication of our members.” 

The Philanthropy Committee notes that this year’s Giving 
Tuesday, an annual global day of giving, falls on November 
30, right in the middle of Hanukkah. “This festive and 
giving-oriented holiday season makes #GivingTuesday an 
inspirational way to support all the wonderful programs that 
people love about Woodlands,” Rose points out.

But philanthropy isn’t restricted to Giving Tuesday, of 
course. While contributions marked as dues, donations, and 
rental and program fees have historically covered about 85 
percent of the temple’s expenses, philanthropic gifts cover 
the rest. With Supporting Woodlands, Together as the core 
and with Giving Tuesday as one specific 
event, Andy and Rose are 
hoping members will 
find other philanthropic 
ways in which to, as Andy 
puts it, “show their love and 
support” for Woodlands 
throughout the year. —M.W.

Many temples around the 
country, Woodlands included, have 
spent countless hours over the 
past several years looking closely 
at how they determined their dues 
structures—and whether that was 
working for both the temples and their members. Last 
year Woodlands decided that there had to be a better 
way—and found it through a program called Supporting 
Woodlands, Together. With this program, there is no fixed 
dues amount and, as a result, there is no need for people 
to make special arrangements with the financial secretary. 
Instead, members determine what they can pay, based 
both on their commitment to the temple and their per-
sonal financial situation. While the temple has published 
a sustaining amount, which divides the temple’s expenses 
by the number of member units, what a family or individ-
ual member pledges is entirely up to them. No questions 
asked. A study by UJA-Federation of New York showed 
that for some 60 congregations around the country, the 
program not only worked well, but, over a period of three 
years, actually increased revenue. Based on the response 
we’ve received so far, Woodlands is no exception.  —M.W.

Building on the Spirit of Giving

The Dues Model,
Rethought
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Kvelling
C a n t o r  L a n C e  r h o d e s

Resilience and 
Repertoire

With the High Holy 
Days here and our 
extensive WCT fall 

programming on deck, there’s 
a lot of excitement brewing 
for various musical additions 
that are scheduled to take place 
in the coming weeks! This in-
cludes more contemporary Jew-
ish music as part of our weekly 
Shabbat services and plans to 
bring in a well-known musical 
artist for an upcoming Shabbat weekend. Also, our new 
director of congregational learning, Abby Reiken, and 
I are working on incorporating some special percussive 
devices for kesher students to utilize while practicing 
tefillot (see “Teaching with Timbrels,” page 2). Yet, the 
most important new focus will involve the return of the 
Woodlands Singers—in person.

For the first time, the Woodlands Singers will be partic-
ipating in High Holy Day  morning services in addition 
to the usual evening services they have traditionally been 
involved with. In prior years, the Woodlands Singers 
have sung for Rosh Hashanah evening, Kol Nidre, and 
Neilah services. This year, the additional services include 
both mornings of Rosh Hashanah as well as Yom Kip-
pur morning and include some new musical repertoire as 
well. Also, all of our Woodlands Singers’ music repertoire 
has been unified to the Sephardic Hebrew pronunciation, 
which is consistent with the way we usually pronounce 
Hebrew during our Shabbat services. 

I’m really thrilled to finally be hearing the beautiful 
sound the Woodlands Singers create while singing to-
gether. I am especially impressed, given that everyone has 
been masked throughout our rehearsals. From last year’s 
pre-recorded videos to this year’s live in-person masked 
singing, it’s pretty amazing how wonderfully resilient the 
choir is and has been throughout the pandemic and every-
thing that they are able to do musically! 

W C t P r e s i d e n t  a n d y  F a r b e r

The Place That My 
Heart Holds Dear

Woodlands Community 
Temple, makom sh’lebi 
ohav, is the Place That 

My Heart Holds Dear. For 55 years, 
Woodlands has been a beacon of 
progressive Judaism. We have led the 
way with innovative programming, 
activism in our community, and sup-
port of our diverse households.

Woodlands greets the new year 
5782 with a fresh outlook and a nearly all-new cast of pro-
fessionals. Rabbi Mara Young, while having been with us 
in different capacities for over 10 years, is now the senior 
member of our clergy. Cantor Lance Rhodes has been with 
us for a year, yet only now, as we begin to come together 
in person, do we hear the full range of his voice, his talent 
on the keyboard, and meet him in person. Also new to our 
team are Abby Reiken, who brings exciting and dynamic 
programming to Kesher, our religious school, and Avital 
Abraham, who is innovating new programming for our 
youth and community. Finally, Lara Tessler, a third-year 
rabbinic student at HUC, rounds out the team as our new 
rabbinic intern.

But our new outlook is not just in our professionals. 
This year we launched a new dues model, Supporting 
Woodlands, Together (see “The Dues Model, Rethought,” 
page 3). SWT allows each and every household to set 
their own dues level, an exercise in self-determination of 
the amount of financial support they will provide Wood-
lands that is meaningful to them. This eliminates the 
often painful discussions that had been required in the 
past to support dues abatements. Instead of Woodlands 
assessing dues, our members pledge their philanthropy to 
provide financial support to our community.

So many new blessings. Just as we greeted Rosh Ha-
shanah with t’shuvah, a spiritual return, we look to a 
physical return as we recover from COVID and come 
together again face to face. But whether onsite or online, 
Woodlands’ commitment to its members remains to be a 
makom sh’lebi ohav, a Place That My Heart Holds Dear.

What’s Up 
     around Woodlands
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s o C i a L  a C t i o n :  a n d r e a  o L s t e i n

Changing the World, 
Several Steps at a Time

On the evening of August 1,  
678 Reform Jews from 
across New York State, 

including 29 Woodlands mem-
bers, joined via Zoom to lobby 
Sen. Chuck Schumer about two 
important voting rights bills before 
Congress. The effort was organized 
by RAC-NY, the New York arm of the URJ’s Religious 
Action Center, which provided all the tools and techniques 
to organize and engage a significant part of the WCT 
community. 

This was just the latest in a series of efforts Woodlands 
has collaborated on over the past three years with RAC-
NY, an organization comprised of lay leaders, clergy, and 
congregants. Our participation has been recognized as 
making a significant contribution to RAC-NY’s efforts, 
especially for a temple of our size.

Woodlands has long been known as a social action con-
gregation, with its activities led by a Social Action Com-
mittee focused on the four pillars of Advocacy, Education, 
Service, and Partnership. Each year the group tackles a 
broad range of issues and provides activities for all age 
groups, whether it’s feeding the homeless through Mid-
night Run, pursuing racial justice, advocating for immi-
grant rights, fighting domestic violence, or filling a van at 
Yom Kippur with food for several local food pantries.

Our work with RAC-NY represents many of the causes 
that our members champion. We started with the Green 
Light NY campaign in 2019, which successfully advocat-
ed to provide drivers’ licenses for undocumented residents. 
Last fall, we participated in Reclaim Our Vote, sending 
“get out the vote” postcards to Georgia and Texas voters 
prior to the 2020 election. And this past spring we worked 
on the Less is More parole reform bill, which passed both 
houses of the state legislature. This work has become so 
integral to Social Action at Woodlands that the Civic En-
gagement Task Force (CETF) was formed to facilitate it.

For more information about all of Social Action’s activi-
ties and to get involved visit: SocialAction@wct.org

Andrea Olstein is co-chair of Woodlands’  
Civic Engagement Task Force. 

Photo: Adam Lein >
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A New Team, 
          A New Year

Woodlands 3.0 



S
ince its founding in 1966, with the slogan “Not Your Par-
ents’ Synagogue,” Woodlands has grown and evolved. But 
through 11 rabbis, eight cantors, nine education directors, 
six youth directors, 29 rabbinic interns, and countless lay 
leaders, the temple has always held fast to what’s come to 
be called The Woodlands Way, an interpretation of Reform 
Judaism rooted in inclusion, integrity, and involvement. 

This fall Woodlands moves into a new phase that some have dubbed 
Woodlands 3.0. Emerging from the pandemic, which demanded new 
and innovative ways of approaching worship, education, and commu-
nity, Woodlands, for the first time ever, is welcoming, all at once, an 
entirely new professional team: a new rabbi, a new cantor, a new direc-
tor of congregational learning, a new director of youth and community 
engagement, and a new rabbinic intern. The energy emanating from 
this new team will help power Woodlands into an exciting new year as 
we gather once again under the tent for High Holy Day services and 
embark on a full calendar of spiritual, educational, social action, and 
other activities. 

To get a sense for the shape that Woodlands 3.0 will take, Mike  
Winkleman sat down for a wide-ranging conversation with Rabbi 
Mara Young, Cantor Lance Rhodes, and Director of Congregational 
Learning Abby Reiken, and then interviewed Director of Youth and 
Community Engagement Avital Abraham and Rabbinic Intern Lara 
Tessler. Excerpts from that conversation and those interviews follow. 

Mike Winkleman:
This is a particularly important time in the history of Woodlands. We’re coming 

out of a year and a half of COVID—with all the innovative responses that de-

manded—and into a year in which we have an entirely new professional team. 

What sorts of reflections do you all have on that? 

Rabbi Mara Young:
I think there’s a rebuilding and redefining that every organization 
is doing. Everything from how often do our workers have to be 
in the building to what parts of our mission are actually the most 
important. Woodlands is no exception. We’re in this fertile place of 
realizing what the values are that we hold dear and learning how to 
build from there, so we can be creating a true Woodlands 3.0. It’s 
really the perfect time. Everybody’s lives have had to shrink. So, if 
people still feel connected to temple, it has taught us something very 
powerful. A lot of prospective members are saying, “I realized in the 
pandemic I needed spiritual community.” And, at the same time, this 
sense of community wasn’t something that many Woodlands people 
felt they could let go of. We didn’t have a mass exodus, and I think 
that’s significant.

… and a Host of  
  New Initiatives  
   Take Woodlands  
   into a New Era
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Mike:
Abby, this ties into something you and I had 

talked about earlier, when you mentioned the 

broader community and the temple as a place 

for people to come to be involved, in whatever 

ways work for them.

Abby Reiken:
Yeah, I think that for a long time, the 
Jewish community has been changing, 
and we’ve needed to adapt and evolve in 
bigger and bolder ways. COVID shook 
us up. For health and safety reasons we 
had to completely shift and innovate the 
way we were responding. Throughout 
this, the goal remains how do we build a 
community where people are drawn into 
the connections they’re seeking, a deeper 
meaning in life, being part of something 
that’s bigger than themselves, giving their 
kids a vibrant, dynamic Jewish education? 
And being in person will make a big differ-
ence in how we do that. We can take the 
pieces of the ways that we innovated during 
the pandemic that still meet our goals, and 
we can do them in a way that’s even better.

Mike:
Lance, you’ve been here for a year, and you’ve 

been through all these innovative approaches 

to working through the pandemic, and you’ve 

got a particular way of addressing all of this 

through music. How do you apply what Mara 

and Abby have been talking about to the im-

pact you can make?

Cantor Lance Rhodes:
I’d say two words that really stand out for 
me are “spiritual” and “innovative.” You 
could say the silver lining of this crazy year 
is that in the face of adversity, we’ve really 
grown with technology and being able to 
find new ways to bring people together. 
Spiritually speaking, I think it’s going to 
be an incredible year. It’s an exciting time 
to be a congregational leader; we’re finally 
climbing out of the hole from the pandemic, 
and we’re going to be able to not only bring 
innovative enhancements to our upcoming 
in-person events and services, such as with 
Zoom communication and recordings that 
were developed over the past year, but also 
bring back in-person music with our ensem-
bles, choirs, harmonies, and congregational 
singing that we can both hear and feel.

One example, which we’ve been doing 
with B’nai Mitzvah families for our ser-
vices, is we stream it on Facebook Live, 
and we also have them on Zoom. So, 
we’ll have family members who normally 
wouldn’t be able to be part of a service 
even live, because, for example, they’re 

from another country. They were able to 
be part of the experience on Zoom. That’s 
something we didn’t have before.

Mara:
Another good example is shiva. This was 
an area where people were hesitant to 
cave to COVID. Many people said, “I’m 
so upset that I cannot have the funeral 
and shiva that I want for my loved one.” 
But the feedback I heard was, “You know 
what? It wasn’t what I wanted, but it was 
beautiful.” Both in terms of funerals, and 
more so in terms of shiva, they found that, 
for example, the family in Israel was able 
to attend. And it actually did its job even 
better because it brought people together.

Mike:
How do you take the lessons from that and 

apply it when shiva becomes an in-person 

thing again?

Mara:
I’m thinking that when people choose, say, 
three days of shiva, Lance and I can say, 
“Hey, do you want to pick two hours to 
be on Zoom to hold shiva with folks who 
can’t be there?”

Mike:
Mara, in what other ways do you think Wood-

lands 3.0 is going to be particularly appealing 

to people?

Mara:
For me, there’s always been the authentic-
ity factor, that Woodlands is a place where 
people can be real with themselves and with 
each other. They’re trying to take away the 
pretense. That’s what I love so much about 
this place. Especially post-COVID, you 
need to just be able to come in and be seen 
for who you are and be given the opportu-
nity to be vulnerable. You know, we’re in 
the world of yoga pants now. Why should 
we go back to wearing a suit and tie when 
we know people can be so much more 
comfortable wearing their sweatpants? 
I say that kind of tongue-in-cheek, but I 
feel like we’ve always stripped away that 
pretense at Woodlands.

Lance:
I agree with you 100%. I haven’t found 
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Avital Abraham
       Songleading and Social Justice

You could say that Avital Abraham has been training for 

their new role as Woodlands’ director of youth engage-

ment since they were 7 years old. That’s when they 

started attending Eisner, sticking around as a staff member 

and songleader and, this past summer, serving as the camp’s 

lead songleader. And each year, the Eisner spirit remained with 

Avital way past summer’s end. They got involved with NFTY 

during high school and served NFTY-GER as religious and cultural vice president. Later, 

while studying sociology and environmental studies at Ithaca College—from which they 

graduated this past spring—they spent several years working  as a youth advisor with a 

local congregation. 

While songleading has been key to their work with Jewish youth (deepened, in 

fact, by their attendance at NFTY Nashir at Woodlands when they were about 14), the 

quest for social justice is a key motivator—fostered by community organizing work they 

did while at Ithaca, focused largely on issues tied to labor and poverty. “This generation 

really cares about different issues,” they say. “They want to get involved with social 

issues, and I want to be able to provide them with a Jewish lens through which they can 

make sense of the world and create the world they want to see.” 



a single person here who’s in it for them-
selves. This is a community where we 
very much create and accomplish events 
that meet our vision together.

Mike:
Abby, you’ve got a working familiarity with a 

different local temple [Bet Am Shalom Syna-

gogue in White Plains], but in thinking about 

coming to Woodlands, I’m sure you were 

thinking about the range of different temples in 

Westchester and weighing things about Wood-

lands that were particularly attractive.

Abby:
Definitely the inclusivity and the attitude 
of “wherever you are at, we embrace that, 
and we want to create Jewish experiences 
that meet your needs.” And saying, with-
out judgment, “We have an understanding 
that there are so many different ways to 
be Jewish, and we can learn from one an-
other in terms of how we connect.” That 
enriches everyone, and it can open up new 
ways for everyone to connect.

I kept hearing about people just loving 
those intergenerational experiences of, say, 
a young mother studying with seniors and 
living Jewish values by doing social action 
with the whole community. It’s a progres-
sive community, so all of those modern 
Jewish values, Woodland has. 

Mara:
And I think what gets connected to that 
authenticity and ease is the embracing of 
the Reform Jewish ethos of merging ancient 
Jewish wisdom with our modern circum-
stances. Woodlands is deeply Reform in that 
way, where there’s such love and care for 
where our tradition has been, but also this 
real belief that it is only as alive as it speaks 
to our lives today. At Woodlands there is a 
pathway to trying to experience life that we 
call Judaism, and it can help us live life with 
more meaning. And we find every way we 
can to pass it down to the next generation.

I always tell prospective members, we 
have a really diverse group here; we’ve 
got people who grew up in secular Jewish 
homes, we have people who aren’t Jewish, 
we have people who grew up in Orthodox 
or Conservative Jewish homes. 

Everything we do is done with a lot of 
integrity; we think things through. And I 

think when somebody comes from a more 
traditional Jewish background, it’s not 
so much that they want Orthodoxy or 
Conservatism, it’s that they want to make 
sure there’s integrity to what’s being done. 
Unfortunately, I think the Reform Move-
ment has sometimes had a reputation for 
being do-what-you-want Judaism. But 
when people come to Woodlands, they see 
that there’s a real method in the thinking 
behind it, and they come to realize that’s 
actually what they needed the whole time. 

Mike:
Lance, you were ordained as a Conservative 

cantor and then became a Reform cantor, and 

you not only served at Conservative and Reform 

temples but at different types of Reform tem-

ples. How does what we’ve been talking about in 

terms of the temple and its approach to Judaism 

resonate with you?

Lance:
I was thinking about this as Mara was 
talking about integrity and bringing out 
Reform Judaism and the ways we’ve been 
able to connect with congregants coming 
from all different backgrounds. For me, 
this is a perfect fit in terms of what I value. 
The social action we do is incredible as is 
being able to utilize the skills I picked up 
from the seminary at JTS as well as when I 
was at Temple Emanu-El, which is classical 
rather than contemporary Reform. 

Also, I know that Woodlands is a partici- 

patory community, particularly in terms 
of singing. I’ve heard about this, though on 
Zoom you can’t really feel it. But that is the 
type of community I know we are, and it’s 
great to have that variety and, through it, to 
connect with people on all different levels. 
That’s one of the big things about Woodlands 
that I love—to be able to take all those dif-
ferent skills and versatility and connect to 
the congregation on those different levels.

Mara:
The active participation of the congrega-
tion, of everyone from the youngest kids 
to the oldest members, is a hallmark of 
Woodlands. And in this COVID year, we 
have seen the power and the skill of lead-
ers. This could have been the year that 
people went into hiding. It could have 
been really hard to find new leadership. 
But I had no trouble filling the school 
board slots this year. The fact that this 
level of volunteer leadership persisted 
even in this amorphous synagogue in the 
clouds, as I keep calling it, shows a really 
strong element of the Woodlands ethos. 
And I think it’s going to be all the more 
so when we’re back together in person.

Lance:
Just to reflect further on this, I’ve been 
here for a year, and a combination of 
being in person and working with a new 
team, it’s almost going to feel like starting 
from scratch, starting fresh.
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Lara Tessler   Thriving on Change

Until three months before her application to rabbinical 
school was due, Lara Tessler, this year’s rabbinic intern, 
was set to become a cantor. Years of songleading ex-

perience in NFTY, capped off by a degree in music from Florida 
State University had set her on the road to a musical career. But 
she changed her mind—and is glad she did. “I figured rabbin-
ical school would deepen my understanding of Judaism,” she says, “pushing out parts 
I hadn’t explored and teaching me so many other skills.” Particularly notable, she says, 
was clinical pastoral education, which she put to use this summer as a chaplain at New 
York Presbyterian Hospital in Queens. 

This pastoral orientation seems evident when Lara says she is especially excited 
by transition—such as being part of an entirely new professional team. She recalls being 
president of her college Hillel chapter when a new director was hired and it fell to Lara 
to “help navigate the community” through this change. “I want to be a consistent force 
in peoples’ lives when they need it,” she says. Given not only changes in professional 
leadership at Woodlands, but also all the changes COVID has wrought this past year, 
she’ll certainly have a chance to do just that.



The old scourge is back. Or maybe it never went away. 
Here’s a look at what’s happening and why—and what 
you can do about it.
By Gary Stern 

Hasidic Jews in New York City 
have faced frequent assaults. 
Photo: Adam Jones - Flickr.

J

JewBelong's billboards 
highlight the issue. 
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What You Need to Know About

Antisemitism

ews might scoff at the idea of a “new” antisemi-
tism, as antisemitism may be the oldest and most 
hateful form of prejudice aimed at a single peo-
ple. And yet, it appears that new, or newish, forms 
of antisemitism are contributing to the rise of anti- 
Jewish sentiment and acts of violence in the U.S. 

and around the world. For decades, expectations grew 
that fresh memories of the Holocaust and extensive Ho-
locaust education, combined with the growing acceptance 
of all things Jewish in the U.S., would finally lead to the 
demise of antisemitic tropes that had crossed centuries 
and oceans. So, the growth of antisemitism over the past 
five years, including horrifying physical assaults of Jews in 
the U.S. and Europe, has many Jews and others trying to 
figure out what’s gone wrong and what the future holds. 

Here is what you need to know about what’s happening: 

What is driving the surge in antisemitism? There’s no 
simple answer. But experts point to several social, politi-
cal, and technological trends that are feeding the new an-
tisemitism. Many young activists on the political left who 

know little about Jews and Judaism 
are being manipulated into believing 
anti-Jewish tropes—and proudly in-
clude “Zionists” among the establish-
ment that must be toppled. Equating 
Zionism with racism is in vogue 
again. On the far right, the support 
given to white supremacist groups, 
such as the “Unite the Right” rally 
in Charlottesville in 2017 and similar 
gatherings, have emboldened extrem-
ists and mainstreamed divisiveness in 
political discourse. Another key: so-

cial media has become the perfect forum for spreading 
untruths and hate, old and new, including antisemitic 
myths and lies. The effects of these insidious trends be-
came clear in May and June, when many on the right and 
left who were angered by Israel’s bombings of Gaza in 

May were quick to cite tropes about 
Israel controlling the media and U.S. 
government. 

What do the statistics show? The 
Anti-Defamation League tracked 
2,024 incidents of assault, harassment 
and vandalism against Jews in 2020, 
the third-highest figure since the ADL began keeping tabs 
in 1979. This represented a meager 4 percent dip from 
2019, the worst year on record. In addition, the ADL re-
cently determined that the major social media platforms 
are not doing nearly enough to combat antisemitic posts 
and comments. 

How is antisemitism manifesting itself? As fighting 
raged between Israel and Palestinians in May, attacks on 
Jews in the U.S., especially Orthodox Jews, stunned Jews 
and allies, but received limited media attention. New 
York City police had 80 antisemitic hate crime reports 
as of the end of May, compared to 62 at the same point 
in 2020. Yehudah Mirsky, a professor at Brandeis Uni-
versity who studies modern Jewish history, told the BBC 
that the Israeli war was used by activists from across the 
political spectrum to “manufacture social division.” 

How is the Jewish community responding? The 
Jewish community is trying new approaches to dealing 
with the latest expressions of antisemitism. JewBelong, a 
nonprofit that uses witty ad campaigns to inspire Jews 
to return to Jewish life, is using the same strategy to 
build awareness of antisemitism. One ad campaign offers 
this: “Here’s an idea: Let’s ask everyone who’s wondering 
if Jew hate is real to wear a yarmulke for a week and 
report back.” Also, the ADL partnered in July with the 
Union for Reform Judaism to develop new methods 
for preventing and responding to antisemitic attacks. URJ 
President Rabbi Rick Jacobs said, “It could not come at a 
more pressing moment with rising vandalism and violent 
threats on congregations, assaults on Jewish individuals, 



and an increase in antisemitic rhetoric and conspiracy 
theories from all sides.” 

What have American leaders said? President Biden 
released a statement in May condemning attacks against 
Jews, saying, “These attacks are despicable, unconscio-
nable, un-American, and they must stop. I will not allow 
our fellow Americans to be intimidated or attacked be-
cause of who they are or the faith they practice.” Sen. 
Charles Schumer tweeted video of an attack on a Hasidic 

Jew, writing, “The kind of antisemitic attacks, 
like those reported over the last week, are 
disturbing and wrong. Intolerance like this has 
no place in New York or anywhere else, and it 
must be confronted and overcome.” U.S. Rep. 
Mondaire Jones tweeted that he was horrified 
by reports of antisemitic attacks in New York 
and beyond: “There is absolutely no place for 
antisemitism—anywhere or at any time. No 
one should have to live in fear just because 
of who they are and how they worship.” Sen. 
James Lankford of Oklahoma, co-chair of the 
Senate Bipartisan Task Force for Combating 

Antisemitism, agreed, announcing that “We must all 
join together to fully condemn antisemitism and ensure 
our Jewish communities know we have their back. The 
alarming rise of antisemitism in the U.S. and abroad 
cannot continue.” 

What’s happening in Europe? The historic center of 
antisemitism, Europe, has seen a rise in vandalism of 
synagogues and attacks on Jews. In 2020, Michael  
O’Flaherty of the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights  
wrote, “Seventy-five years after the liberation of the 
Auschwitz extermination camp, antisemitism is alive in 
Europe. The Coronavirus pandemic has fueled even 

more open manifestations of hatred against Jews. And 
the stakes are high: If Europe keeps on failing its Jewish 
community, it risks losing it.” This year, criticism over 
Israel’s bombing of Gaza has been used as cover for a 
range of antisemitic rhetoric. Pro-Palestinian demon-
strations led to violence against Jews in several coun-
tries. Benjamin Ward of Human Rights Watch wrote in 
May that Europeans need to be taught to “differentiate 
between legitimate criticism of governments and expres-
sions of hate against people based on religion, including 
against Muslims.”  

Where can you get more information? The ADL 
has extensive resources at www.adl.org/education/
resources/. The United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum has materials on antisemitism and racism at www.
ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/antisemitism-rac-
ism. The American Jewish Committee offers resources 
about its advocacy around the world: www.ajc.org. The 
Centre for Holocaust Education in London offers lesson 
plans about “change and continuity in the development 
of anti-Jewish prejudice”: www.holocausteducation.
org.uk/lessons/open-access/unlocking-antisemitism/.  

The Jewish Education project has videos and more: 
www.jewishedproject.org/resources/pride-and-prejudice- 
educational-resources-anti-semitism. 

Woodlands member Gary Stern has covered religion for 
the Journal-News.

Rep. Mondaire Jones 
was "horrified" by news 
of antisemitic attacks. 

Above: White supremacists in Charlottesville chanted "Jews 
Will Not Replace Us!" Photo: Anthony Crider

> Recent Israeli bombings in Gaza spawned  
a barrage of old antisemitic tropes.
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By Mike Winkleman 

Note: The opinions expressed in this arti-
cle, either directly or indirectly, may not 
reflect your own opinions nor those of 
Woodlands Community Temple, but are 
offered in a spirit of learning, contempla-
tion, and open discussion of topics critical 
to world Jewry today.

H
ave you found yourself stand-
ing in the ice cream section at 
your local supermarket wonder-
ing if you should buy those Ben & 

Jerry’s Peace Pops, worried that your purchase 
might be construed as a condemnation of Israel, 
even an endorsement of BDS sanctions? After all, if 
you’ve been listening to the responses of Israeli leaders 
and such U.S. organizations as AIPAC, the American Jewish 
Committee, and even the Anti-Defamation League to a re-
cent decision by Unilever, Ben & Jerry’s parent company, to 
discontinue ice-cream sales in the occupied territories, then 
you may be thinking that the company is both anti-Zionist 
and antisemitic. 

But is it? 
Ben and Jerry themselves don’t think so. Writing in The 

New York Times in late July, Bennett Cohen and Jerry Green-
field, who sold their company to Unilever in 2000, proclaimed 
that “we remain today supporters of the State of Israel.” 
Unilever’s action, which Ben and Jerry call “one of the most 
important decisions the company has made in its 43-year 
history,” is part of the company’s “long history of being pro-
peace.” And rather than being a rejection of Israel, they see it 
as “a rejection of Israeli policy, which perpetuates an illegal 
occupation that is a barrier to peace and violates the basic 
human rights of the Palestinian people who live under the 
occupation.” As such, they say, “this act can and should be 
seen as advancing the concepts of justice and human rights, 
core tenets of Judaism.” 

Jonathan Freedland, a columnist for The Guardian, a Brit-
ish daily newspaper, agrees, claiming that the reaction of Is-
rael’s leaders was “hyperbolic and unmoored to the facts.” 
Freedland goes on to quote Jeremy Ben-Ami, the president of 
J Street, a liberal advocacy group focused on policies that ad-
vance justice, equality, peace, and democracy in Israel. Ben-
Ami notes that “when Ben & Jerry’s says it wants to sell ice 
cream in Israel but not in the settlements, that seems, to me, a 

rational and 
principled, even 

pro-Israel position.” 
Conservative New 

York Times columnist Bret 
Stephens has been consid-

erably less supportive, writing in 
The New York Times in August that he believed Ben & Jerry’s 
action was nothing more than “a feckless political gesture … a 
sanctimonious, inept, and dishonest attempt at foreign policy.”

And these striking differences of opinion both within and 
outside of the Jewish community get right to the heart of 
the debate raging through much of American Jewry when 
it comes to Israel today. While, according to recent research 
by the Pew Research Center, the majority of American Jews 
remain emotionally attached to Israel, it’s also clear that the 
largely uncritical lens through which they once viewed it has 
shattered. Today their attitudes about Israel are as split and 
nuanced as any Talmudic commentary. 

No Easy Answers
Which makes it difficult to know what to say—and even what 
to think—when confronted, just over the past few months, 
with events such as the following: An 11-day conflict that 
drove Israelis into basement shelters, subjected Gazans to 
intense bombing in residential neighborhoods, and included 
violence in what had long been seen as successful “mixed” 
cities (a term used by the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics 
to describe localities in which the majority of the population 
is Jewish but a sizeable minority is comprised of Arab res-
idents). An unlikely coalition of parties coming together to 
form a government, united only by the desire to oust Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, the country’s long-time but embattled 
prime minister. Netanyahu’s efforts to undermine that coa-
lition, build more disputed settlements, and avoid prosecu-

Understanding
Israel A Peace Pop Parable
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A Peace Pop Parable
What we can learn  
from the recent skirmish  
over Ben & Jerry’s  
distribution decision.

tion for corruption. And the retreat by some long-time cham-
pions of a two-state solution in favor of a one-state arrange-
ment based heavily on an acceptance of the Palestinians’ own 
“right of return."

There are, of course, no easy answers. But there are many 
questions, which are often contentious and put people at odds 
not only with friends and family but also with the local Jewish 
community and people in their political and social circles.  

You may already be well-informed. You may be consuming 
information from both AIPAC and J Street. You may be receiv-
ing daily newsletters from Haaretz, The Forward, the Jerusa-
lem Post, and the Brookings Institution. You may be reading 
whatever you can in everything from The New York Times to 
The Wall Street Journal, from The Economist to The Atlantic. 
And you may have set your computer to alert you each time 
there’s another report from such noted commentators as 
Peter Beinart, David Horovitz, Anshel Pfeffer, Gideon Levy, or 
Michelle Goldberg. But since it’s true that the more you read, 
the more you know—and maybe the more confused you be-
come—we’ve put together a long, though incomplete list of 
people, papers, and organizations from which to seek counsel 
as you navigate your way through this difficult terrain (see 
page 15). This is not an endorsement of any one writer, pub-
lication, or organization, but simply a tool through which you 
can form your own opinion.

A Few Key Issues
Here are a few specific issues you may want to keep your eye on 
in the months to come, using our list as a guide to sources (some 
of whom are quoted below)—and adding to it as you go. 

The New Coalition Government 

In a blog post published a week before the new Israeli govern-
ment came into power, Natan Sachs, director of the Center 
for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution, described 
the “very broad non-Netanyahu coalition” that was set to re-
place the long-time prime minister as “a national unity gov-
ernment with parties from the hard right, center, left, and, 
notably, Ra’am, an Islamic party,” but absent the ultra-Ortho-

dox. Given the number of inconclusive elections it took to get 
to this point, Sachs suggested that, thanks to the coalition, 
“Israel’s protracted political crisis may now end.” In profiling 
the coalition’s leadership, Sachs noted that “the new coalition 
members agree on almost nothing with regard to the Pales-
tinian issue,” which means that the government would likely 
“ ‘freeze’ any grand moves for the time being.” 

The Biden Approach 

While the Trump administration’s pro-Israel stance led to 
developments such as the Abraham Accords, it was also 
strongly linked to the spirit of nationalism pursued under 
Netanyahu. The Biden administration's pro-Israel approach 
is different, and according to some sources, treats Israel al-
most as if it were a U.S. domestic issue. Biden’s stance during 
the recent conflict, as the Brookings Institution reported in 
July, “was notable for the president’s public support for Isra-
el and pinning the blame on Hamas. Biden refused to pub-
licly criticize Israeli actions or even push for an early end to 
the crisis.” But that position, Brookings noted, caused Biden 
to face “criticism not just from Democratic progressives, 
but even from usually reliable pro-Israel Democrats in Con-
gress.” Brookings went on to cite a University of Maryland 
Critical Issues Poll, fielded in June and July, that showed that 
more than half of all Americans “disapproved of Biden’s ef-
fort to end the fighting in Gaza.” The survey also revealed 
a not surprising split between Democrats and Republicans, 
with Democrats more likely to blame Israel than the Pales-
tinians for the conflict, and with Republicans critical that 
Biden was “not pro-Israel enough.”

One State or Two? 

Though many American Jews as well as organizations such as 
J Street and ARZA have long been and continue to be strong 
advocates for a two-state solution, recent events have caused 
some well-known and well-published observers to very pub-
licly rethink this position. Peter Beinart, who writes frequent-
ly on Israel-related topics, particularly as editor of Jewish Cur-
rents, was quoted in a recent New Yorker profile saying, “The 



14 Makom Magazine 

painful truth is that the project to which liberal Zionists 
like myself have devoted ourselves for decades—a state of 
Palestinians separated from a state for Jews—has failed.” A 
single state, he claimed—brooking opposition from many 
observers on the right—“would protect the rights of Israeli 
Jews and Palestinians alike.” 

Writing in The New York Times last February, Israeli profes-
sor Bernard Avishai and American-Palestinian management 
consultant Sam Bahour championed the notion of a “confed-
eration.” Citing shared resources, shared supply chains, shared 
infrastructure, and even a shared capital city, they wrote that 
“to live and thrive, Israel and Palestine must rather arrive at 
both independence and interdependence—two states shar-
ing what must be shared, and separating only where they 
can.” Complete partition, they concluded, “is nonsense.”

On the other hand, even if one looks at the mixed cities, 
in which Jews and Palestinians have had the most success 

living together (though they experienced tremendous strife 
during the recent conflict), it’s clear there’s much work to 
be done. As journalist Roger Cohen wrote in The New York 
Times in August, “Towns portrayed as models of peaceful 
coexistence fester with resentments, born of double stan-
dards.” And it is, he says, “the sense of inequality underly-
ing [the tensions that poses] the question of whether Israel 
can ever be a Jewish and a democratic state.” 

The Nakba

Much of what fuels Beinart’s one-state argument is tied to 
the concept of the Nakba—the “catastrophe.” Palestinians 
and their allies often use this term to refer to the creation 
of the Jewish state in 1948—a concept and term that raises 
alarm bells for many Israelis and American Jews. In a May 
11 essay in Jewish Currents, Beinart quotes Israeli writers 
Adi Schwartz and Einat Wilf lamenting the fact that “Pal-

Working Toward a Shared Society

These striking differences of opinion, both within and outside of the  
Jewish community, get right to the heart of the debate raging through 

much of American Jewry when it comes to Israel today. While the majority 
of American Jews remain emotionally attached to Israel, the largely  

uncritical lens through which they once viewed it has shattered. 

T
his past year, I had the privilege 
to volunteer in Israel with Yahel 
Social Change Fellowships, work-
ing primarily with an organiza-
tion called Ma’ayan Bamidbar. 

Their program runs on 16 university campuses. 
Israeli and Palestinian students work together 
on both Hebrew and Arabic. Language is used 
to form friendships and expand knowledge 
of the “other.” Sustainable connections are 
formed, and beliefs are changed. This ties into 
a larger concept: We need to do more than just 
“coexist.” As we saw with the recent violence 
between Jews and Palestinians in Israeli cit-
ies, our current coexistence isn’t working. In-
stead, our long-term goal ought to be creating 
a “shared society” in which we work together 
to create something beautiful. 

Many people have assumed that my experi-
ence during the war—spending nights in bomb 
shelters, evacuating the city I lived in—would 
make me less trusting of Palestinians. Here’s 
how I respond: As I sat in the bomb shelter at 3 
AM, the first person to text me was my Pales-
tinian friend Samir. He lives in the West Bank 
and joked about sneaking through the bor-
der to make sure I was safe. No matter what 
the governing bodies do, no one can take our 
friendship away. Instead of letting fear isolate 
us, we need to be brave and talk to those who 
might seem to be our enemies. We need to put 
down our weapons and open our hearts to cre-
ating a shared society. —Juliet Wishner

Juliet Wishner grew up at Woodlands and grad-
uated in 2020 from the University of Michigan.
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estinians are ‘constantly looking back to their mythologized previous lives’ 
while younger generations act as if they have ‘undergone these experiences 
themselves.’” Beinart, in contrast, notes that “in Jewish discourse, this refusal 
to forget the past—or accept its verdict—evokes deep pride.” His point is that 
Jews have a similar historic attachment to the same land as the Palestinians.

In his recent New York Times article, Cohen underscores the gravity of 
this problem when he quotes Ashraf Amer, a Palestinian social worker and 
activist. “The Nakba is a continuous thing,” says Amer. “It’s not over. You see 
it in the economic problems, job issues, neglect, lack of access to loans that 
drives Palestinian citizens out.” 

Looking Ahead
Will the new coalition succeed and bring all parties together both suc-
cessfully and productively? Will what is at its heart a pluralistic approach 
bode well for further acceptance of the Reform Movement throughout Is-
rael? Will the mixed cities move past resentment and not only reestablish 
coexistence but find a greater degree of equality? Will the long-pursued 
two-state solution maintain support, or will a federation emerge that will 
unite more than divide two peoples who call the same small piece of real 
estate home? Will a greater understanding of the shared pain of both the 
Palestinians and Jewish Israelis result in a better approach to coexistence? 
Will American Jews—of all generations, of all denominations—find bal-
ance in being able to both love and criticize their ancestral home? 

The debate will continue. In the pages and websites of the publications 
and organizations listed in this article, at Shabbat dinners and seders around 
the world, and at Woodlands, week after week, month after month. Be part 
of the debate; it’s the only way to move things forward. 

Temple member and Makom editor Mike Winkleman is president and chief 
creative officer at Leverage Media, a content marketing firm. Additional back-
ground and source suggestions were provided by Mikey Pasek and Joe Sterling.

Some writers to follow: 

Natan Sachs 
Brookings Institution 

Peter Beinart, Jewish Currents,  
The New York Times, and Substack 

Nadav Tamir  
J Street Israel 

David Horovitz 
Times of Israel 

Anshel Pfeffer, Amira Hass, Gideon Levy, 
Haaretz

Gershon Baskin 
 Jersualem Post 

Michelle Goldberg  
The New York Times 

Jacob Kornbluh  
The Forward 

Jill Jacobs  
T’ruah 

Bari Weiss  
Honestly on Substack

Some publications, podcasts, and  
organizations to pay attention to, in 
addition to standard mainstream media.  
For additional information, visit  
wct.org/Israel.

Israeli dailies: 
Haaretz, the Times of Israel, Yediot Ahronot, 
and the Jerusalem Post.

American Jewsh media: 
JTA, Jewish Insider, the Forward

Think tank publications from: 
Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs, Responsible 
Statecraft, the Brookings Institutions, the 
Shalom Hartman Institute

Websites for: 
J Street, the Union for Reform Judaism, the 
URJ’s Religious Action Center, the Israel  
Religious Action Center, AIPAC, Vioness.org, 
and HeyAlma.com/Israel-guide.

Journals with an ideological bent: 

(On the left) +972, the Intercept, Jewish  
Currents; (leaning right) Tablet, JNS

Reports from 
Human Rights Watch and B’Tselem 

Arab-oriented publications: 
Al-Monitor, Al-Jazeera, Middle East Eye,  
the National, and Arab-American News

Podcasts: 
Haaretz, Times of Israel, Peacecast from 
Americans for Peace Now, Identity/Crisis 
from the Shalom Hartman Institute,  
Ben Caspit (Al-Monitor)

The More  
You Know: 

A Reading List

What Kind of State Do We Want Israel to Be?

In his recent book, Contested Utopia: Jewish Dreams and Israeli Re-
alities, Rabbi Marc Rosenstein, retired director of the Galilee Foun-
dation for Value Education, influential American-Israeli thinker, 

and long-time friend of Woodlands, describes diverse utopian visions 
and then offers his own, presenting a fresh perspective on Israel’s re-
ligious, political, and geopolitical life.

Thanks to WCT’s book club (with support from our ARZA-Israel 
Committee), Rosenstein will conduct a Zoom discussion with congre-
gants on Wednesday, September 29, from 2:00-3:30 PM. This is a con-
versation that will continue and continue and continue. (If you miss 
the session, you can get a recording by writing to Israel@wct.org.)

—Jeanne Bodin and Roberta Roos, ARZA-Israel Committee Chairs
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The Goldbergs: 
Max’s Decision Worked for Everyone

F
or seven of the eight years in which 
they’ve lived in Ardsley, Cori and Scott 
Goldberg didn’t feel a need to join a tem-
ple. While Judaism was an important 
part of their lives and while they knew 

they wanted their children—now 3, 6, and 9—to 
grow up with a strong Jewish foundation, joining 
their families in Baltimore and Long Island for 
High Holy Day services and having Shabbat din-
ners and holiday celebrations at home as a family  
seemed sufficient. 

Until their oldest, Max, was ready for Hebrew 
School. Then affiliation became important, and 
they went temple shopping. 

Cori and Scott had both grown up Conservative. 
The challenge, says Cori, was figuring out wheth-
er they wanted the temple they would ultimately 
join to “look like what we grew up with” or to be 
something closer to how “we felt now.” At the core 
of what they wanted, was an institution with a strong social action program that focused its 
teachings “around kindness and acceptance of people no matter who they are, what they look 

like, or what their religious background might be.” 
They also found that they wanted something with 

geographic proximity. This was important from a car-
pooling perspective—Cori and Scott are both attorneys 
with busy practices. But they also wanted more overlap 
with their kids’ school community. 

They found all of that at Woodlands. When they attended High Holy Day services for kids 
under the tent, there were familiar faces in the crowd. And when they checked out Friday night 
services, “we loved how upbeat every service was,” Scott says, “both in terms of the messages  
and the tunes. It’s energetic, and it’s fun.”

The extensive social action program, Scott adds, “is in line with our political and social views.  
It’s appealing to have everything all in one package.” 

And the fact that Woodlands is a Reform congregation, which concerned the Goldbergs at 
first, quickly became a non-issue. “Yes, it’s different,” Cori says, “But it feels so comfortable.” 

In the end, they left the decision of which temple to join up to Max—and Max really want-
ed Woodlands. Even during COVID, Max looked 
forward to Hebrew school every week and was sad 
when the year ended. He has also insisted on at-
tending every event that Woodlands offers—which, 
this past year, included second Seder, at which,  
Cori says, “the kids had a blast.” 

“Rabbi Mara really understands what young 
families need and plans programs perfectly for young kids,” she says. “And Cantor Lance has 
been a wonderful addition; he really connects with the kids.” 
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Heidi Gralla, VP Facilities 
 facilities@wct.org
Andrew Loose, VP Finance 
 finance@wct.org
Toby Linder, Secretary 
 secretary@wct.org
Michael Wiskind, Treasurer 
 treasurer@wct.org
Pam Chernoff, VP Programming/Ritual 
 programming@wct.org
Natalie Werner, Financial Secretary 
 financialsecretary@wct.org

Board of Trustees

Bonni Arbore

Ashley Bendell

David Bertan

Marge Glusker

Joy Gralnick

Elizabeth Hiller

Gail Hacker

Haya Luftig

Marianne Ripin

Andrew 
Rosengarden

Steve Sagner

Steve 
Schwartz 

Dayle Fligel,  
Immediate 
Past President

Woodlands Community 
Temple
50 Worthington Road
White Plains, NY 10607

Office:  914-592-7070    
 wct@wct.org

Rel. Sch: 914-592-1790    
 school@wct.org

Woodlands Community Temple 
is affiliated with the Union for 
Reform Judaism
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Why Woodlands Works for Us

Cori and Scott Goldberg, with (left to right) 
Miles, Parker, Max, and Phoebe.

“We wanted a welcoming Jewish 
community for our family,” Scott 
says. “We want our children to 
want to be Jewish, to be proud to 
be Jewish.”

A year in, Cori says, “there’s been no 
buyer’s remorse.” The whole experi-
ence has been, and continues to be, “in 
keeping with both our Jewish values 
and the values we have for our family.” 
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64 Ashford Avenue
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

914.693.3330
800.564.3330

Serving the  
WoodlandS Community  

SinCe 1966

edwardsdowdle.com

and WeStCheSter County  
and the Surrounding areaS  

SinCe 1927.



Pell Wealth Partners specializes in:
• Comprehensive Financial Planning
• Sustainable Responsible Investing
• Estate Planning Strategies
• Women’s Financial Strategies
• Divorce Financial Planning

Pell Wealth Partners

Ameriprise

Geri Eisenman Pell, CFP, MBA, CDFA

Private Wealth advisor | Chief exeCutive offiCer 
Pell Wealth Partners a Private Wealth advisory PraCtiCe 
of ameriPrise finanCial serviCes, llC

800 Westchester Avenue 
Suite 300
Rye Brook, NY 10573

The Churchill
Suite 28R
300 East 40th Street
New York, NY 10017

pellwealthpartners.com 

Geri has been a member of  
Woodlands Community Temple 
for more than 30 years, and her 
sons Ben and Duncan grew up 
at Woodlands.

Financial Wellness  
 Doesn’t Happen by Accident.

Call us at 
914.269.6732   
to Schedule  
Yours Today.

It Happens by  
Appointment.


