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hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn
and relent—turn back from the heat of
anger—so that we do not perish.”

10 God saw what they did—how
they were turning back from their evil
ways; and God relented from the evil
planned for them, and did not carry it
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Jonah, chapter 4

1But to Jonah this was a great evil, and
it made him angry. 2 So he prayed to
Adonai, saying, “Please, Adonai, is

this not what I said when I was still in
my own country? This is why I fled to
Tarshish to begin with. For I knew that
You are a gracious and compassionate
God, endlessly patient and abounding

in steadfastlove, ready to repent of evil.

3 And now, Adonali, please, take my life
from me—for it is better for me to die
than to live.” 4 And Adonai said: “Is it
good for you to be angry?”

s Then Jonah left the city, found a
place east of the city, made himselfa
shelter there, and sat under itin the
shade until he might see what would
become of the city. s And Adonai
Elohim provided a gourd, and made
itrise up over Jonah to give shade for
his head and rescue him from his evil
situation. And Jonah rejoiced—with
great joy—because of the gourd. 7 But
atdawn the next day God provided a
worm that attacked the gourd, and it
withered. 8 And as the sun rose, God
Provided an oppressive wind from the
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east; and the sun beat down on Jonah’s
head, making him faint. He begged for
death, saying: “Itis better for me to die
than to live.” 9 Then God said to Jonah:
“Are you good and angry about the
gourd?” And he said: “Tam good and
angry to the point of death.”

10 Then Adonai said: “You pitied the
gourd, which you neither worked for
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nor grew, which appeared overnight
and perished overnight. n Should I,
then, not have compassion for the great
city of Nineveh, a place of more than a
hundred and twenty thousand human
beings unable to tell their right hand
from their left—and many beasts?”
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INVERTS God’s world. Death becomes life. Curse becomes blessing. The attributes of God—
brated in the Torah, and recited again and again on these holidays, Adonai, Adongi#®E!
d — compassionate, kind, forgiving), the attributes of God's love —arederisively
They are rejected. He'd rather die thanlivein a world,gﬁﬁ‘e?ned by aloving

JO
reverently
rachum v’hanun
and sarcastically dismis
God.

God is astonished and asks hn’n ou so angry?” The Hebrewi§ more powerful: “Haheiteiv
om tov, Literally, the question is:
fc the good inyou?..
ends w1th God’s question. Butit isn't God’

The questlon isn’tas ut of rage, or disapproval. Itis asked intears, in divine tears of sadness —
0 the world and sees what we do to one another. Howzmany genocides since the
#Cambodia, Biafra, Rwanda, Darfur. . .. God cries and asks: “Haheltey charah lach? Where is
compassion? Why can’t you love?” (Rabbi Edward Feinstein, b.1954)
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