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In Pirke Avot (3:17) Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, 
“Im ein kemach, ein Torah, im ein Torah, ein kemach  

Where there is no wheat, there will be no Torah, where there is no Torah, there will be no wheat” 

Im ein kemach… 

 

In Pirke Avot (3:17) Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, 

“Im ein kemakh, ein Torah, im ein Torah, ein kemakh 

 

Where there is no wheat, there will be no Torah, where there is 

no Torah, there will be no wheat” 

 

An interesting phrase. Like so many ancient writings, how is it 

relevant to us today? 

 

Im ein kemach. Kemach can be loosely translated as wheat or 

flour, stuff that is required for sustenance. It could even be a 

metaphor for money, just as in English, the word DOUGH can 

refer to the mixture of flour and water used to make bread, or 

slang for money. Kemach represents the stuff we need to live our 

lives, or more broadly, run our families, our businesses, and yes, 

even our temple. 

 

Ein Torah. Torah refers not only to the Five Books of Moses, and 

not just our entire body of learning of the Prophets, Writings, 

Mishnah, Midrash, and so on, but also the implementation of 
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everything that is written. Torah is the embodiment of why we are 

here, and how we live our lives. 

 

Im ein kemach, ein Torah. Without wheat, without sustenance, 

there can be no Torah.  

 

Im ein Torah, ein kemakh. Without Torah, there can be no wheat, 

there can be no sustenance. 

 

If we cannot eat, if we cannot clothe ourselves, we cannot live in a 

meaningful way, we cannot live Torah. But if we are not living our 

lives in a meaningful way, if we are not living as Torah, what’s the 

point? 

 

The same can be said for what we all do here at Woodlands.  

 

There are many different committees, task forces, and boards that 

make Woodlands work. In a normal year – remember them? – 

members of those committees are called up to the bima 

throughout the High Holy Days to honor them for their service to 

the community. Two years ago, over 200 individuals were called 

up for an honor. We are only calling up a limited number this 

year, because of Covid imposed restrictions, to reduce the number 
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of people on the bima. This is also why we’ve set up microphones 

in front of the bima. For your readings. 

 

But I’d like to introduce you to many of those committees that 

work behind the scenes, to make kemach and Torah come 

together at Woodlands. And in lieu of naming names, please stand 

when I mention a committee that you work on. 

 

The eight elected officers of the congregation form the Executive 

Committee, the immediate past president, and twelve additional 

members of the congregation are elected to form the Board of 

Trustees. The Board sets policy, and is ultimately responsible for 

the temple.  

 

But the board is not responsible for proofreading the DAF. 

Regretably, the DAF this year was printed with last year’s Board 

members. I’d like to try to correct that, by recognizing each of this 

year’s board members by name: 

 

President     Andrew Farber 
VP Ritual and Programming Pam Chernoff 
VP of Education   Juli Klein 
VP Facilities    Heidi Gralla 
VP Finance    Andrew Loose 
Financial Secretary   Natalie Werner 
Treasurer     Michael Wiskind 
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Secretary     Elizabeth Hiller 
 

TRUSTEES 
 
Ashley Bendell 
Joy Gralnick 
Toby Linder 
Steve Sagner 
 
Marjorie Glusker 
Andrew Rosengarden 
Haya Luftig 
Gail Hacker (repl Loose) 
 
Bonni Arbore 
David Bertan 
Steve Schwartz 
Marianne Ripin (repl Klein) 
 
Immediate Past President Dayle Fligel 

 

Who gets to be an officer or trustee? Any member is eligible. The 

nominating committee is assembled in January, and prepares a 

slate of new officers and board members representing a cross 

section of our community that is submitted to the congregation 

for approval at the annual meeting. 
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The kemakh, the business, of Woodlands is watched over by many 

different committees and task forces. The finance committee 

prepares and oversees the budget, and the fundraising 

philanthropy team has increased our overall level of philanthropy 

at Woodlands. The formation of the Arrangements and Member 

Support task force led to our Supporting Woodlands, Together 

program, revolutionizing how we set, and collect, member 

support. And by the way, if you have not returned your pledge to 

Supporting Woodlands, Together, please do so as soon as 

possible. It is how we count you as a member of our community. 

Fundraising, and philanthropy, is now part of the Woodlands 

Way.  

 

More kemakh? Woodlands has an Endowment Fund, and the 

Endowment Trustees watch over it, and contribute to the 

operating budget every year. Our Judaica Gift Shop went online 

with Covid, and continues to sell a wide variety of ritual and other 

Judaica related gifts.  

 

Our Security Task Force, has recommended and implemented 

many security upgrades over the past few years. Also looking out 

for our safety is the Nut Policy Task Force, responsible for issuing 

new recommendations for how we deal with allergens that can 

affect any of us, not just a few children. 
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Our Facilities team has been hard at work getting the building 

ready for us to re-open, as well as dealing with record rainfalls 

and other water issues. And hoping for brighter days ahead, we 

have restarted taking reservations for using the building for 

celebrating your simchas. 

 

Im ein Torah. Hey, we’re a temple, isn’t Torah what it’s all about? 

With deference to my own background as a systems and 

accounting geek, most associate temple with Torah, not kemakh. 

And Woodlands has many different manifestations of Torah.  

 

The Jewish Life committee, working directly with the clergy, 

oversees the Jewish Life at temple, and is involved in the 

programming for each of the holidays. 

 

The School Board works directly with Abby Reiken, our Director 

of Congregational Learning, Avital Abraham, our Director of 

Youth and Community Engagement, and our teaching staff to 

bring the best in Jewish education to our children in our Kesher 

and Academy programs. 
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The Adult Education committee, working with our clergy and 

educator, provides all manner of programming to our members, 

to expand our knowledge of all things religious. 

 

The Israel committee takes on the challenging role of Israel in the 

modern world, and brings in a variety of viewpoints of that region 

of the world, of which there are many. 

 

Community may be our middle name, but the Social Action is 

what we do. Look in your High Holy Day Daf. Nearly a third of the 

Daf describes our social action programs. We help those who need 

help, from refugees from overseas looking for safe haven in the 

United States, to local families looking for safe haven from 

domestic abuse. 

 

We also have many committees that look after our own selves. The 

membership committee reaches out to everyone who is interested 

in joining Woodlands. I’m happy to relate that with the advent of 

the Supporting Woodlands, Together program, membership has 

been busier than ever this past summer. 

 

The Chesed committee reaches out to our members in need, and 

the Chevre Kadisha and Cemetery committees support families 

with shiva and burial at their darkest hour. 
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Our College committee connects with our kids who have left us in 

an empty nest. 

 

We also have had several task forces, created to address singular 

issues. Our visioning and search committees found us Cantor 

Lance, Abby Reiken, our Director of Congregational Learning, and 

Avital Abraham, our Director of Youth and Community 

Engagement. 

 

The Coronavirus task force was assembled 18 months ago to help 

us deal with a new normal … and can’t wait to go out of business. 

 

Program committees are charged with running a specific 

program. It might be the Sukkot BBQ, the Jonah Maccabee 

Concert, or a series of farewell events, last year for Cantor 

Jonathan, and this past year for Rabbi Billy. 

 

Despite all of this activity, there is always room for improvement. 

A new task force is being formed, to address how we handle our 

communications across all platforms, print, email, social media, 

and others. We can do a better job at attracting and keeping 

members, and communicating with the community. 
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And where will our future be? What needs to be changed, what 

can, or should, remain unchanged? The Long Range Planning 

team is addressing those questions. 

 

To do honor to all of you is a daunting task. The High Holy Day 

Honors team tries, as best as anyone can, to recognize each of 

your contributions. But even though we are not giving honors this 

year as in years past, your temple leadership appreciates it, and I 

personally appreciate it.  

 

 

 “Im ein kemakh, ein Torah, im ein Torah, ein kemakh 

 

Where there is no wheat, there will be no Torah, where there is 

no Torah, there will be no wheat” 

 
(continues on next page…) 
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Before closing, I would like to recognize the professionals leading 

our new beginning at Woodlands. On the bima this morning are 

 

--Rabbi Mara Young, our new senior rabbi. Yes, Mara has been 

with us for over ten years, but now she is our spiritual leader. 

 

--Cantor Lance Rhodes, our new cantor. True, Lance has been 

with us for a year, but we’re finally able to meet him out from 

behind the Zoom screen.  

 

--Lara Tessler, is our new Rabbinic Intern, a 3rd year rabbinic 

student at Hebrew Union College. 

 

Cory Friedlander remains our sh’liakh k’hilah, thank you for being 

the familiar face, and connecting our past bima with our future 

bima. 

 

Our other new professionals, although not on the bima, are 

 

--Abby Reiken our new Director of Congregational Learning. On 

the first day of classes, September 18th, I hope all of your children 

will be enrolled and participating in our new revamped Kesher 

program. 
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--Avital Abraham is our new Director of Youth and 

Congregational Learning. Avital is picking up from the legacy of 

Lily, Tara, and Ross, and moving forward with our Academy, 

WoodSY, and other programs. 

 

As a team, the professionals, with the temple leadership, 

committees, task forces and members, are all poised to launch 

Woodlands 3.0. 

 

Kein y’hi ratzon. May it be God’s will. Now, more than ever.  

 

* * * 

 

(Announcements) 

 

* * * 

 

On behalf of myself and my wife and life partner Rabbi Joan, our 

children, Yael, Adam, Rabbi Miriam and her husband Rabbi Beni, 

and our grandsons Shai and Rafi, I wish you all a shanah tova, a 

healthy, peaceful, and sweet new year. Stay strong, stay safe, and 

most of all, stay healthy. 


