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In Pirke Avot (3:17) Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, 
“Im ein kemach, ein Torah, im ein Torah, ein kemach  

Where there is no wheat, there will be no Torah, where there is no Torah, there will be no wheat” 

On July 28, 1966, in the conference room of the Chase Manhattan 

Bank, Woodlands Community Temple was born. Committees for 

constitution and bylaws, finance, education, membership and 

publicity, social activities, building, and ritual and ceremonies 

were discussed. On August 25, over 110 people gathered to hear 

about plans for this new temple and by the end of August, 1966, 

Woodlands Community Temple had 83 members.  

 

And so starts our narrative, which is included as part of the 

reading materials for our Derekh leadership training. 

 

What was so different about this organization from any other 

group? Conference rooms near and far are often the birthplace of 

organizations. What made this organization so different? It 

sounds so cut and dry, so formal, so business like. “Committees 

for constitution and bylaws, finance, membership, publicity.” A 

building. Ugh. But those last two items, ritual and ceremonies. 

What was that all about? 

 

Perhaps, like at Sinai, we were all there, together, in that room. 

 

Quite simply, the founders of Woodlands Community Temple 

were creating a kehilath kedosha, a holy community. They were 
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not alone in that endeavor. Today, there are 843 congregations 

affiliated with the URJ, the Union for Reform Judaism. The 

Conservative movement counts nearly 600 congregations. The 

Reconstructionist and Orthodox, Renewal, Humanistic, and 

unaffiliated, all have many more congregations and shuls, and of 

course, other faiths have their own communities. Drive up and 

down Main Street of any town or village, you’ll see many 

churches, meeting houses, and more commonly now, even a 

mosque. The list goes on. 

 

Every member of every congregation thinks that they are special. 

Membership in a religious congregation is no less identifying than 

what community you live in, what school you go to, or even what 

camp you attend. Just look at our kids. Look at the intense rivalry 

between Eisner and Crane Lake. Each thinks … no, they know … 

that one is better than the other. Honestly, I’ve been to both, and I 

can assure you, they’re both great camps. They are just different. 

 

To us, our community, which we know as our Woodlands Way, is 

also special. We wouldn’t be here, under this tent, if we didn’t 

think so. To a large extent, the special bond between Woodlands’ 

and its members is self selected. If you didn’t think Woodlands 

was your place, you’d go elsewhere. And there are certainly no 

shortage of nearby “elsewheres”.  
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When we self-select our congregation, we are making a statement. 

We are declaring that this is our community. But more than the 

other associations we create, a religious community, the one we 

pray at, is a sacred community. At Woodlands, we form a sacred 

connection between ourselves and our community.  

 

That sacred connection to our holy community, our kehilath 

kedosha, is everywhere we look.  

 

We open our board meetings with a Limud, a teaching that brings 

Torah into the discussions of the board meeting. I open meetings 

of the Executive Committee, where we review the monthly 

business of temple, with a drosh that relates in the Torah portion 

of the week to the agenda for the evening. When I was VP 

Finance, I opened finance committee meetings with a similar 

drosh to bring the Torah portion of the week into finance. 

Surprisingly, or maybe not so surprisingly, I could always find 

something relevant in the parashah to the business at hand. 

 

That holy community, the kehilath kedosha creates a sacred 

partnership. Or do the sacred partnerships we form create the 

kehilath kedosha? 

 



WCT President Remarks 2019.09.30 
  

Page 4  

Some of our committees have an obvious sacred partnership to 

our kehilat kedosha. The Jewish Life committee is charged with 

overseeing our celebrations and rituals, from the awe of these 

High Holy Days, to the antics of Purim. The mandate of the Social 

Action committee is laid out in the Torah, where we are 

commanded to look out for others. And our social action teams do 

look out for many, many others. The School Board and the Life 

Long Learning committee ensure that our traditions continue, 

l’dor l’dor, from one generation to another. And, no less, even our 

Finance committee performs a sacred task. As written in Pirke 

Avot, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said 

 

Im ein kemach, ein Torah, im ein Torah, ein kemach 

Where there is no wheat, there will be no Torah, where there is 

no Torah, there will be no wheat 

 

Wheat can be interpreted as money, and Torah can be interpreted 

as our sacred community, our Woodlands Way, our kehilat 

kedosha. If we cannot pay for our kehilat kedosha, we cannot have 

our Woodlands Way. And if we cannot have our Woodlands Way, 

there is no nothing we need to pay for.  

 

In Israel, every recognized religious community, every recognized 

congregation, receives funding from the government. In the 
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United States, we have a clear separation of church and state, and 

there is no government funding that might promote a religious 

end. Each religious community is responsible for its own funding. 

We are proud that the founders of our Woodlands community 

determined that there would be no Kol Nidre appeal, and no 

auctioning of aliyot. Back then, we were not going to be our 

parents’ congregation. We were going to do business differently. 

53 years later, we continue to do business differently.  

 

How differently? We are a kehilat kedosha, a holy community. 

Instead of a heavy reliance on fundraising, we ask everyone to join 

together to make the Woodlands Way happen. We start the year 

with an equal share of the financial obligation, but we get it. We 

know the reality is that not everyone can pay equally. Yet Temple 

membership remains the responsibility, and the right, of every 

Jewish family. Woodlands Community Temple sincerely hopes 

that no one be excluded from membership because of an inability 

to pay. Instead, our kehilat kedosha comes together, ensuring that 

those with the ability to pay are able to cover the shortfall of those, 

by circumstance or otherwise, who cannot. 

 

How differently? We are a kehilat kedosha, a holy community. By 

supporting one another, we make ourselves holy. We work 

together on our committees and on our programs. We rely on 
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each other for support in all times of need, for health, family, and 

yes, even financial. May the year 5780 find Woodlands coming 

together, praying together, working together, and being together.  

 

Kein y’hi ratzon. May it be God’s will. 

 

* * * 

 

On behalf of myself and my wife, Rabbi Joan, our kids, Rabbi 

Miriam and her husband Rabbi Beni, Adam, and Yael, our 

grandsons Shai and Rafi, and yes, even our new puppy Augie, I 

wish you all a shanah tova, a sweet, healthy, and peaceful new 

year. 


