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1Cantor Jonathan Farewell

By DaviD Gaffen

Cantor Jonathan Gordon didn’t grow up 
with a religious education. The sum of his Jewish upbringing was 
skipping school on the High Holy Days, and a conversation with 
his father in the fields of Skokie, Illinois, where he was raised.  
His father told him that his peers were all becoming Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah, and he was asked if he wanted to do so. “I just said 
‘naw,’ and that was the extent of my religious education,” he 
said. His family considered religion “an inheritance from an  
outdated past.” How things changed. 

From there, Jonathan went down many roads – working as a 
journalist near Mobile, Alabama, and around the Gulf Coast; later 
driving a taxicab, and then as a political activist during the Viet-
nam War, when he was a conscientious objector. Music intruded 
early on, though. Jonathan has a stirring voice, and put it to use 
early in life in the opera – graduating from Chicago Conservatory 
College in 1976, and later singing in the Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
But the opera wasn’t fulfilling for him, and on a lark, he took the 
advice a teacher and tried his hand at singing in a Conservative 
synagogue. “I had never been in a synagogue before in my life,”  
he said, “and the top of my head got blown off.” 

He realized that he loved Jewish singing, and didn’t want to 
continue with the opera, so he turned to cantorial school, which 
married his love for singing with his newfound commitment 
to Judaism. He studied at the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
New York and leapt at the opportunity to become a cantor at 
a Reform temple in New Haven, Connecticut, which decided 
to take a chance on someone trained through the conservative 
movement. He was hired there in 1979 – a few years before the 
birth of his daughter, Sarah – and he stayed for 19 years before 
he felt it was time to move on.
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When he interviewed at Woodlands Community Temple in 
1998, he was asked what the best part of being a cantor was.  
“I just looked at them and said, ‘teaching Bar and Bat Mitzvah,’ 
and ten to twelve people, their mouths all opened up, and I said, 
“That’s the most fun thing there is,’ because it is.” 

His years at Woodlands have taught him to cherish those 
around him; when asked for a phrase he keeps in his head, he 
struggles, settling eventually on Sh’viti Adonai, “I keep God 
in front of me at all times,” but upon reflection, Jonathan says 
that he thinks “it’s the people I hold in my mind, not the say-
ings, but the people who set examples for me.” 

By that, he refers to those who have made an impression 
upon him through the depth of their kindness, or musician-
ship, and that he finds ways to imitate those who have been a 
positive influence. 

He’s certainly made an impression on Rabbi Billy Dreskin, 
noting that Jonathan was the first cantor to be at the temple for 
over eight years. “Jonathan has been an incredible clergy-part-
ner across these two-plus decades. His Jewish knowledge, his 
passion for Jewish living, his unbreakable commitment to ethics, 
and his formidable sense of humor - these are a few pieces of his 
character that make me so deeply grateful to have worked with 
him,” he said. “An entire generation has had him as their cantor. 
That’s been groundbreaking for our community and because of 
that alone, he will be long remembered.”

Now? Jonathan says leaving his profession is scary, because it 
combines so much of what he loved. He has plans for a CD of 
folk songs but is otherwise leaving his options open. “If any-
body has some good ideas, they should come to me and let me 
know because I’ve got more time,” he says. Meantime, he’s 
enthused about the idea of being at home for dinner with his 
longtime partner, Margot Serwer, at their home in Dobbs Ferry. 
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Dear Jonathan,

Well, old chum, you’ve really gone and done it this time. All those late-nights when you and I were quite sure

our time at Woodlands would soon be curtailed. I don’t think there’s any getting out of this one, pal. Frankly,

I’m not sure how either of us made it this far for this long. But let’s not go into that – prying eyes, you know.

It’s hard to believe we’ve been a team for twenty-two years. Twenty-two years! That’s how long I’ve had to

keep your secrets, how long I’ve kept the beasts at bay, how long I’ve held the curtain from crashing down.

Well, no longer. The time has arrived when I simply must come clean and share information that would

never be heard outside our offices.

Pull the blinds, will you?

Cantor Jonathan Gordon, for twenty-two years you have labored beside me doing the sacred work of leading

this congregation. It’s a good temple, isn’t it? Filled with kind, dedicated souls who give endless time and

energy to make it strong and make it good. 

It’s one thing to lead worship, providing melodies and words and ideas that fill a room with spirit and hope.

How many times did we serve that function? How many members of this congregation joined us on those

liturgical adventures, some of them the tiniest bit confused by the rabbi who sang and the cantor who spoke

magnificent thoughts?

But it was in other spaces where our shared labor helped empower these good folks to build a synagogue that

stood tall through the embodiment of Judaism’s highest ideals: intellectual curiosity, an endless quest for

equity, a commitment to building a sacred community that would never sacrifice grace or kindness atop an

altar of unprincipled living. Perhaps, after all is said and done, that’s the true Woodlands Way. And at every

turn, you insisted upon it, goading us all – laity and clergy alike – to make certain we were living up to our

people’s highest ethical standards.

You, Jonathan. You were always in the room to remind us of our responsibilities to ourselves and to

humankind.

It's been an honor, my friend. Thank you for everything. The accolades of recent are well-deserved but are a

mere reflection of the love this congregation has always felt for you.

With great affection and admiration,

Rabbi Billy Dreskin
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Dear Jonathan, 
 
Quick! Look at your Google Calendar! What does it say?  
 
No, not that calendar, the other calendar.  
 
No, not that one, toggle to the next one. No…today is not XXXX XXXXXX’s bar 
mitzvah. That was 8 years ago. 
 
Y’know what, forget about it. I hope your Google calendar is beautifully empty at the 
present moment. Certainly, after so many years of service to Woodlands and to the 
Jewish people, you deserve your retirement. 
 
That said, I’m going to miss being your teammate. I’m going to miss hearing you 
noodle on your guitar from down the hall. I’m going to miss the honest, restorative 
conversations in your office. Heck, I’m even going to miss the stories about Mishkan 
Israel (really!).  
 
Mostly, though, I’m going to miss the depth of your wisdom and your spiritual 
sensibility. You are reliably the one to ask where God is in all of this. I’ve always 
valued that. Your sense of justice, the firm yet compassionate way you assert the moral 
path and speak truth to power, these are the things that make you a tzadik in our midst. 
 
You, Billy and I have worked together for nearly 10 years now. It is hard to imagine 
the team without you. Though you’ll be missed, I’m confident that your unique laugh, 
your sharp wit, and your transcendent voice will reverberate in our halls for years to 
come. 
 
With love and deep respect, 
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June 30, 2020 • 8 Tamuz 5780

Dear Jonathan,

What a marvelous journey we have taken together these last two decades. You have been — 
and still are — both mentor and friend. Thank you for all you have taught me in Hevra Torah 
study, in classes and workshops, and as we’ve prepared services together. Thank you for your 
honesty. Thank you for your compassion. Thank you for all the wisdom and heart you have 
shared with the congregation!

Here is what I will miss most as you transition away from us into this next phase of your life:

*  your voice — with a cantorial flourish of good old-time hazzanut, you can transport me 
centuries into the past and across the Atlantic to the heart of Ashkenaz … supported by 
magical riffs on your guitar infused with the legacy of Dave Van Ronk, you transport me 
to the heart of a different village, this one Greenwich-flavored

*  the miller’s beautiful daughter — the love-object of Schubert’s protagonist in the song cycle 
Die schöne Müllerin — came to life for me again one evening on our way back to your of-
fice ... hearing how much this exemplar of German art song moves me every time I hear it, 
reaching back to your years of study at the Chicago Conservatory of Music you began to 
sing it for me, and as the beauty of the notes flowed through the hall, she came to life as I 
listened with amazement and joy

*  the insights you offer when you preach — I don’t always agree with you, but I always listen 
with keen anticipation: what will you teach me next that will enrich my life and surprise 
me?

*  your ability to surprise me — just when I have you pegged and know how you’re going to 
answer a question, you zig and zag and dive into your treasure trove of textual knowledge 
or Yiddish literature, or into your considered opinion of world events and history, emerg-
ing like a pearl diver flourishing a baroque pearl … great beauty differently shaped from 
what I had expected

*  your passion and compassion — I love always knowing where you stand … no ambigu-
ity there: you stand by the people, you stand for the people, you stand with the people … 
advocating, with heart as well as with mind, inclusion and humane treatment for all

*  your irresistible, contagious belly laugh — it starts as a slight puckering at the corners of 
your mouth, widens to a grin and the crinkle around your eyes, spreads to a smile that 
stretches across your face, burbles up as a chuckle, and erupts in a guffaw that lights up the 
room .… yep, as I said: impossible to resist!

With great respect and affection,

Corey Friedlander 
Shliak’h K’hilah
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For over 20 years, Cantor Jonathan Gordon has been a part of Woodlands Community 
Temple. 
 
First and foremost, of course, he has been our cantor, our hazzan. Jonathan has led us in 
prayer, using his voice and instrumental talents to bring together a community that sings. 
For the young, Jonathan taught an entire generation of our b’nai mitzvah children. And for 
the young at heart, Jonathan led the Woodlands Singers. The Singers are an ever welcome 
presence at special services throughout the year, but in particular during the High Holy 
Days, where their voices add to the beauty and sanctity of the holiday.  
 
Clergy can only be in one place at one time, and cannot always be with us in our times of 
greatest need. But through the Chevrah Kadishah, Jonathan found a way to be there. By 
training congregants to lead a shiva minyan, he provided enduring comfort and support to 
families grieving for a lost love one. And beyond that, it gave congregants, the members of 
the chevrah kadishah, the opportunity to perform an extraordinary mitvah.  
 
On the lighter side, Jonathan launched our Coffee Houses, bringing in a wide variety of 
performers to Woodlands, from established performers to our very own members on open 
mike nights. His Sforim Forum book club encouraged and challenged us to read and discuss 
books old and new. 
 
But Jonathan Gordon does more than just sing. Or play guitar or piano. Or teach. 
Throughout his life, he has been a passionate advocate for social justice. Early in his career, 
his feet took him to the front lines. And later, from the Woodlands’ bima, he continued to 
preach on social justice issues, as did the prophets of yesteryear. 
 
From Skokie to Yellow Springs, from Mobile to Cincinnati. From Chicago to Manhattan, 
New Haven, and finally Dobbs Ferry. Cantor Jonathan has left an amazing legacy in his 
wake. And as he looks forward to retirement, be he in Dobbs Ferry or Callicoon, he will 
continue to touch people and make a difference. 
 
Jonathan, we wish you well in your retirement. Whether from your porch in Dobbs Ferry, 
or in Callicoon looking out over the Delaware River, we wish you good fishing, peaceful 
sunsets, and starlit nights. May you always have what you’ve always wanted. 
 
L’shalom, 

 
Andy Farber 
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Over the past two years, I have been so lucky to have laughed 
with Jonathan, learned from Jonathan, and been completely inspired by the 
person he is. Some people just know how to authentically connect with oth-
ers and Jonathan is surely one of those people. He makes every staff meeting, 
7th grade Hebrew lesson, and Friday night service one to remember.

Some of my favorite times with Jonathan have been watching him teach the 
prayers to the 7th graders on Mondays. He knows how to read the room 
and senses exactly what the kids need that day. If they are being rowdy 
he knows exactly which prayer or song will calm them down. If they are 
intently studying, he knows how to challenge them with prayers they might 
have not practiced in front of their peers before. He knows how to make 
the students comfortable in a space that can be extremely intimidating for 
many middle schoolers, and I have learned so much about adapting to a 
classroom from him. 

Whether it’s connecting over an iPhone game we are both playing, our shared 
love of bourbon, or learning about his dedication to human rights, I feel so 
lucky to have had this short time with him. Our students have been so fortu-
nate to learn from someone like him, and we will miss him so much.

Lily Mandell 
Director of Youth Engagement
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Dear Jonathan, 

It has been such an honor to spend my time at Woodlands 
working with and learning from you. Watching the ways 
you interact with and build and foster relationships with this 
community has given me an incredible model for myself as I inch 
closer to life as a member of clergy. I’ve loved getting to hear 
you sing, preach, and teach, giving so much of yourself to this 
community. I will miss our conversations about music, politics, 
halakha, and my partner in drinking bourbon, playing poker, and 
making fun of Billy. I hope retirement gives you lots of time away, 
in your favorite Hawaiian shirt, enjoying this next chapter of 
your life. You deserve it! We will miss you lots here at Woodlands 
but know that you are deeply ingrained in the soul of who this 
community is, and I’m honored to have been a part of it at the 
same time as you.  

With Love, 

Zach Plesant 
Rabinnic Intern
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Dobbs Ferry

Woodlands Community Temple

 
 

Cantor Jonathan, 
 
We are so grateful that you have been 
our teacher and friend for more than 
20 years. Together we have shared 
Shabbat services, High Holy Days, 
Purim spiels, Coffee Houses, Torah 
studies, singalongs, book discussions, 
Board meetings, committee meetings, 
dinners, and so much more. In that 
time, you guided all six of our 
grandchildren to becoming b’nai 
mitzvot and taught them about being 
Jewish mensches. 
As you embark on this next chapter, 
we wish you all the best, and we look 
forward to making more memories 
together in the days ahead. 
 
With love and admiration, 
Yvette and Larry Gralla 
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Dobbs Ferry

AdeleDan &

&

Heidi

Dean&GRALLA

CHANG

Yvette&
GRALLA

Larry

Cantor Jonathan

Joshua
CHANG

TOMASETTI

Staci Austin&
TOMASETTI

Rachel
Brendan &Liane Raymond

BYRNE

Thank you and much love 
from three generations of 

the Gralla family!
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Dobbs Ferry

Woodlands Community Temple

“O sing unto the Adonai a new song” 

(Psalms 98:1) 

We sing the praises of our beloved 

Cantor Jonathan Gordon 

 

 

We wish you much happiness and peace as you 
begin your new song. May it be long and fruitful. 

 

 

 

You will always be a part of the 
Woodlands community! 

 
 

Nancy, Chuck, Alexa, and Kimberly Fishman 
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Dobbs Ferry

Sending warmest wishes to an incredible 

teacher, a beautiful voice, a wonderful 

person, and our favorite film –  

loving friend. Your presence at 

Woodlands will be missed terrible.

With friendship, shalom and hugs,

The Turell Family
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Dobbs Ferry

Woodlands Community Temple

םֶכֲאֹוּב ׁשְל  ָ םֹול  
םֶכְתאֵצ ׁשְל  ָ םֹול  

 
 
 
 

And, in between . . . 
the music, the heart, the teaching, the sense of justice,  

the laughter, the friendship, the caring, the love . . . 
Thank you, Cantor Jonathan, for them all. 

 
WOODLANDS COMMUNITY TEMPLE 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
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Dobbs Ferry

Thank you, Cantor Jonathon for leading us with your messages of hope,
justice and equality through your gift of song. 

 
The incredible impact you have had on your community serves as an

inspiration as we continue to forge the path toward our mission of social
justice and impacting the world. 

 
With warm gratitude,

Geri Eisenman Pell & Ziyah Esbenshade
Pell Wealth Partners

800 Westchester Avenue, Suite 300
Rye Brook, New York 10573

 
The Churchill

300 East 40th Street, Suite 28R
New York, New York 10016

 
914.253.8800

pellwealthpartners.com
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Dobbs Ferry

Woodlands Community Temple

Signature Bank
is proud to support

Woodlands Community 
Temple

and we wish

Cantor Jonathan Gordon

best of luck on his retirement.

Judith Stern
Senior Vice President - Group Director

M: (914) 712-2216
JStern@SignatureNY.com

www.signatureny.com Member FDIC
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Dobbs Ferry

The one who causes a good deed  
to be performed is as meritorious  

as the one who performs it. 
—Talmud, Sanhedrin

Thank you, Cantor Jonathan,

not only for your good deeds

but for the countless good deeds

you have inspired others to perform.

The Roos Family

Lloyd, Roberta,  
Nicole, Emily, and Juliana



18

Woodlands Community Temple

New York City
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New York City

CAN TOR JONA THA N
GORD ON

For 23 years of music, learning,
and moral leadership.

THANK YOU

Andy Farber
Alan Kaplan

Herb Friedman
Jenna Lebowich

Judy Feder
Michael Wiskind
Nancy Fishman
Pam Chernoff
Andrew Loose

Ann Zarider
Bonni Arbore
Dayle Fligel

Irv Adler
Jay Zwicker
Joy Gralnick

Juli Klein
Lisa Linn

Steve Schwartz
Toby Linder
Yvette Gralla
David Bertan

THE 5780 WCT  BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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New York City
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New York City

 

Dear Jonathan, 
You have guided us through so many of life’s meaningful moments with words of wisdom, a sweet and 
soulful song, and smiles. You will always be present in our hearts and minds. Stay in touch! 
Best wishes as you start your new journey! Susan, Jeff, Eric, Matt, and Michelle  
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New York City

ּוָברו Strength and Blessing ,ֵחָזק

to 

Cantor Jonathan Gordon 

Thank you for your generosity of spirit, 

relentless enthusiasm and creativity, and 

impassioned leadership during your more 

than two decades of extraordinary service to 

our community. 

Thank you for your inspirational voice for 

justice, knowledge of Judaism and 

Yiddishkeit, and skill as a teacher, which has 

enriched us all. 

And thank you for your marvelous smile and 

spiritual presence. 

Phil Karmel & Barbara Landress 
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New York City

V

T K I B

V I L E S I V S S P U
C A N T O R J O N A T H A N
A Y S E V U O N D C R A S F

R E P A E M Y O I O L S O

I S I C A A O R O N A I R

N H R H B U O U G C O G

G E I E L S U S H N E

V N R E S A T

G T T

E A

B

L

E

Cantor Jonathan,

You have brought great joy, spirituality, and music into our lives.
We will miss you and you will always be in our hearts.

Thank you thank you thank you!

Doron, Joanne, Jared, Adam and Samara
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Woodlands Community Temple

New York City
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Cantor Jonathan Farewell

New York City

 W e will overcome our extreme denial just 

long enough to thank you for years of sublime 

music, inspiring sermons, lively book club 

discussions, and above all abiding friendship. 

May you have many years ahead of good health 

and happiness.

 Always,

 Todd and Susan
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New York City

THANK YOU 
CANTOR JONATHAN 

 
Yashir Koach and Todah Rabah for all that you have done for us in the past 20 years!  You led 
Sam to becoming a bar mitzvah and was by his side as he chanted confidently.  You led us 
through saying goodbye to Evi’s father, Herb Eckstein, when his time came to pass on. Your 
religious background and knowledge brought a special depth to your teaching.  You introduced 
us to Abraham Joshua Heschel, giving us new insights into Judaism.   You helped and guided 
us through life changes, welcomed Paul to sing and play guitar in his introduction to WCT and 
graced us with your presence at Sandi’s wedding to Paul.  You led us in song – of course 
liturgical, but you taught us a broad range including a multitude of folk songs, civil rights 
anthems, Yiddishkeit, nigunim, songs from around the world (from Peatbog Soldiers to the 
Rattlin’ Bog) and even songs that tickled our funny bone! (Who can forget “One Meatball” and 
“Tie Me Kangaroo Down, Sport?”) 
 
You have been our: 
 
Mentor…Leader…Teacher…Guide… 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

…Friend...Role Model…Shelter of Peace… 
 

And our beloved Cantor! 
 
 

We are so grateful for the 20 years that you have 
been part of our lives! 

 
Enjoy your retirement, celebrate lazy days and 
nights at Butternut Bend (we hope to see you 
there) and don’t let this farewell as our cantor 

mean goodbye as our friend!  We love you! 
 

The Lieb-Storfer-Geiger Family 
Evi and Steve Lieb, Sam Geiger, 

Sandi Lieb and Paul Storfer 
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Chicago

Cantor Jonathan

Mazal tov on your years of service 

to Woodlands Community Temple, 

and your career of service to the 

Jewish people and to humanity.

Yasher Koach

Andy and Rabbi Joan



28

Woodlands Community Temple

Chicago

 

Cantor Jonathan, 
Thank you for helping create 
some of our family’s most 
treasured memories. 

 
 

With love, 

The Gralla-Chang Family 

Heidi, Dean, 
Rachel, Brendan & Joshua 

 

Best wishes for your 
next chapter! 
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Chicago

 
Thank you 

 
We will miss your songs and stories,  

your enthusiasm for teaching, and  
your ability to make us laugh a bit and think a lot.  

 

Joel, Pam, and Sarah Chernoff 
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Chicago
 

 
For our beloved Cantor Jonathan, 

Sweet Singer of Israel 
2 Samuel 23:2 

 
A groysn dank far alts,  

vos du host geton far undz,  
der shul un der velt. 

A huge thank you  
for all you’ve done for us,  

the shul, and the world. 

 
 

We will always be grateful to you for being  
our spiritual leader, teacher, and friend. 

With all of your music, inspiration, and guidance,  
you’ve touched our lives enormously. 

 
 

May God lead you toward peace,  
guide your footsteps toward peace, 

and help you to reach your desired destination 
 for life, gladness, and peace. 

Tefilat HaDerech 
 

 
 

The Izes and Laks Families 
Jay, Lois, Lisa, Jason, Samara, and Jordana 
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Chicago

To our wonderful Cantor Jonathan, 

For 20 years we have been graced with your 
intellect, passion for what you love, sense of humor 

and the most incredible voice in prayer and song. 

You have been with us through so many things in 
our lives and your thoughts have always been so 
appreciated. The way you view life as positive, 

meaningful and entertaining has seeped its way into 
all of us. 

We are so lucky to have had you in our lives as our 
cantor, advisor and friend.   

We will miss you on the bimah, and look forward to 
singing with you and Margot from the other side.  

All our love,  

The Werners 

Natalie, Jay, Allyson and Lucas  
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Chicago
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Chicago

With gratitude  
for your many  

beautiful contributions  
over the years.

The Friedman Family
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Chicago

Cantor Jonathan…
It wasn’t the same before you…

It won’t be the same without you. 

Thanks for everything, including these  
unique-to-Jonathan innovations: 

2nd day of Rosh Hashanah sermon
Woodlands Coffee House

S’forim Forum
Mussar

Lerners’ Minyan
Wednesday online concerts

Cantillation classes
Project Isaiah

Protesting the War in Iraq

Mazal Tov on your retirement.

With love and shalom, The Cantorial Search Committee 

Toby Linder (co-chair)
Jen Tower (co-chair)

nancy Fishman

heidi GraLLa

Lois izes

LaureTTa Kahn

marK KauFman

don Levan

Liz mueLLer

JuLie sTein

miKe winKLeman

andy Farber  
(ex-oFFicio)

Jenna Lebowich  
(ex-oFFicio)
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Chicago

We   will   forever   love   our  
 

 
C ompassionate  

A rtistic  

N achus-loving  

T orah-teaching  

O h-so-musical  

R eciting   of   sermons  

J oyful  

O lden   rabbi   reading  

N ostalgic  

A dvising   and   advocating  

T ’filah   teaching  

H igh   Holiday   Leading  

A mazing   mensch  

N urturing  

 
Have   a   wonderful   retirement!  

Much   love,  
Your   friends   on   the   Woodlands   Community   Temple   School   Board  
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Chicago
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Chicago

Lots of love from our group of book lovers to another  
 

 

Best Wishes from the Woodlands Book Club 
 

Penny Apter 
Jeanne Bodin 
Sue Galin 
Lois Green 
Abby Hirsch 
Phyllis Hirth 
Judith Kessler 
Karen Marguilies 
 

 
 

Mickey Milbauer 
Dottie Miller 
Rochelle Novins 
Phyllis Opchinsky 
Audrey Rosen 
Fran Rosenfeld 
Marge Thorpe 
Gail Zizmor 
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Chicago
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Chicago
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Cincinnati Workhouse
40

 

Jonathan, 

Thank you for all the times we spent together at 
Woodlands, through good and challenging times. Your 
door was always open for me to come in to sit and talk 
about the world with you. That was something I always 
cherished. 

May you enjoy your retirement with plenty of fishing, 
guitar playing, and all that makes you feel fulfilled. 

With love for you always, 

Ross Glinkenhouse  

WoodSY Purim Carnival 2009 

Dear Jonathan/Dad,

No matter where you are, we love and 
appreciate you!
Thanks for all that you do, everywhere!
Congrats on your retirement!
…Enjoy the ride!

Love,
Margot, Sarah, Matthew, Russell
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Cincinnati Workhouse
41
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Cincinnati Workhouse
42

CONGRATULATIONS

CANTOR JONATHAN
ON    YOUR

Best Regards, 
Faye, Evan & Rachel Friedman

Who would think that anything could make one’s  
first grandchild’s Bar Mitzvah more meaningful? 
However, being coached by you, to learn my Torah 
portion connected me to Logan in unexpected ways.

Lois and I wish you all the best with thanks,

Eric Baron 
(proud grandpa of Logan & Jonah Cooper)
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Lois and Arnold Melman thank Cantor Jonathan for his months 

of wonderful guidance of our grandchildren Jordan, Matthew 

and Michaela for their Bar and Bat Mitvahs.

We have greatly appreciated his year’s of marvelous and  

joyful singing  during the Shabbat and Holiday services.  

We wish him a wholesome, healthy and satisfying retirement.

Jonathan

We loved you since your first note of  
“Smoke on the Water” our first night at WCT.  

Thanks for your warmth, humor, spirituality and voice,  
as a cantor and a friend.

Anne, Gary, Ray & Henry Stern



44

Woodlands Community Temple

Cincinnati Workhouse
44

Dear Cantor Jonathan,

We will miss your beautiful voice, your intelligence and  

deeply thoughtful guidance of our community.  We are so 

thankful that our kids grew up with you as their Cantor in  

the wonderful, caring world of Woodlands.

We wish you the best of health and joy in your retirement!

With our thanks,

Scott, Julie, Jordan, Emma and Allie Stein

Joshua ben Perahiah used to say: appoint for 
thyself a teacher, and acquire for thyself a friend... 

We have celebrated the best of times and the worst of  
times together and we will never forget your friendship 
through it all.  

Enjoy fun, laughter and good health in the years ahead. 

The Kingston Family
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Cantor Jonathan!

We'll miss your voice 
(and lollipops).

Thanks for being at the 
Bimah as each of the 
Emery kids came to the 
Torah, for so many 
memorable guitar jams
and open mics, and 
for your irreplaceable 
stories, music and humor.

And thank you for your
wisdom and faith.

Love,
Dan, Miriam, Elijah,
Neoma and Aviv

Jonathan
Thank you for everything.  

Wishing you all the best in the years to come.

Love,
The Ripin Family



46

Woodlands Community Temple

Cincinnati Workhouse
46

DEAREST CANTOR JONATHAN, 
 
 
THE HIGHLIGHT OF OUR FAMILY'S RELIGIOUS LIFE WAS BEING A 
FOUNDING FAMILY OF WOODLANDS COMMUNITY TEMPLE. DURING IT'S 
MORE THAN 50 YEAR EXISTENCE, HAVING YOU AS OUR CANTOR FOR 22 OF 
THOSE YEARS HAS MADE THAT PERIOD VERY SPECIAL.YOU'RE BEING OUR 
CANTOR, TEACHER, MENTOR AND ESPECIALLY FRIEND HAS BEEN ETCHED 
IN OUR MINDS AND LIVES FOREVER. WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER YOUR 
INSPIRATIONAL CHANTING AT OUR SERVICES, YOUR COFFEE HOUSES, 
YOUR PATIENT TEACHINGS OF BAR MITZVAH AND TORAH AND MOSTLY 
YOUR FRIENDSHIP. 
 
YOU WILL BE SORELY MISSED BUT WE WISH YOU A LONG LIFE FILLED 
WITH HEALTH, HAPPINESS, PEACE AND FULFILLMENT. 
 
WITH MUCH LOVE FROM OUR THREE GENERATIONS, 
MEG AND RON TVERT 
LORI, BLAKE AND COLE HUDSON 

JONATHAN,

YOU ARE MUSIC TO OUR EARS

THE MOSKOVITZ FAMILY, 

JUNE, DON, ANDY, DANNY & AMY
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Who	sings	in	this	world	will	also	sing	in	the	next	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Talmud,	Sanhedrin	
	

For	all	of	the	notes	and	the	spaces	in	between…	
For	lifting	our	spirits	and	engaging	our	minds…	
For	being	an	instrument	of	decency	and	passion…	

For	filling	our	ears	and	our	hearts	and	our	minds	with	sounds	
of	sweetness….	

	
Thank	you	

	
Wishing	you	good	health	and	many	blessings	

	as	you	move	to	this	next	stage	
	

Dale	Glasser						 Ellyn	Glasser	
and	family	

Jonathan —
 
Thank you — especially for the  
Topps ’87 cards!
 
Jen Tower and  
Denali, Sarah and Steve Sagner
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Judaism teaches us that life is a song of praise, a celebration,  
a fortunate opportunity to serve… These are the things that give 
merit in this world, and in the world to come.

      hiGh hoLiday sermon

My job is to pray, to teach people to use our spiritual tools,  
and to teach children to pray. Was there ever an occupation  
with more beauty?

      summer sermon, 2015

R
S

Cantor Jonathan,

We wish you a peaceful  

and productive retirement!

Melanie, Sue Ann, and Adam
Roher/Sprague Partners
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Dear	Cantor	Jonathan,	

We	will	miss	your	lollipops	and	
wonderful	conversations.		We	all	
wish	you	the	best	in	the	next	

chapter	of	your	life.	
	

THE	ARBORE	FAMILY	
Tony, Bonni, Michael  

and Danielle 

Congratulations  
on your retirement!
Wishing you much 

happiness, good health 
and success as you 
journey on to new 

beginnings.

All the best,

The WCT Office Staff 
(Liz, Michele and Marjorie)

Our heartfelt appreciation to 
Cantor Jonathan for your many 

years of temple leadership and your 
role in the milestone and special 

events for our entire family. 

We will miss you.

With Love,

Ellen & Cary 
And David, Dalya and Rachel 

Bloom
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CELEBRATING A NEW CHAPTER 

 
For 22 years, Cantor Jonathan has lifted 
our hearts with his beautiful singing.   

His eloquent writings have inspired us.  

He has been a spiritual guide for 
mother, son and daughter on their 
journeys to become B’nai Mitzvah.  

In sad times, he provided comfort.   

We wish him a fulfilling retirement. 

David, Elizabeth, Jonathan, Jessica and 
Samantha, the Barnhard/Katz Family 

MAZEL TOV! 

Cantor Jonathan:
We’ll miss your 
Saturday morning song:
Di di di di di di di di di...
lie lie lie lie lie lie…!
with love from 
The Safires

We are such big Cantor 
Jonathan fans! He has enriched 
our Woodlands experience 
immeasurably. So kind, so smart, 
so funny. We will miss hearing his 
beautiful voice.

Best wishes on the next chapter, 
Cantor Jonathan!

Thank you for everything you’ve 
done for us.

The Fuchs Family

We have so enjoyed  
your time at Woodlands,  

you will be missed!

Barbara and Bill Abram
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Cantor Jonathan,

With our appreciation and respect  
for all you have done for our family
and our community. We wish you a 
happy and healthy retirement.

Love,
Roz & Gary Karlitz & the gang

There have been ups and downs!

There has been spiritual guidance 
and learning!

There have been times of joy and 
times of mourning!

Through it all you have been there!

Thank you for all you that you 
have done for Woodlands!

Good luck as you begin the next 
chapter of your life!

The FLiGeL FamiLy 
David, Dayle,  

Sidney, Hannah and Erin

Thank you for years of beautiful 
holiday music and for making all 
our services meaningful.  We wish 
you a long healthy and happy 
retirement. 

Shalom

The Bacharach Family
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Todah rabbah for the music, 
the teaching, the laughs and the 
friendship.

Mazel tov and b’hatzlacha on  
this next chapter of your life.

We’ll miss you!

Lisa Sacks, Gigi Richer  
& Lucy Richer

Best wishes, Penny & Bob Apter

The Kleinman family would like to thank Cantor 
Jonathan for helping Joseph and Dean on their 
pathways to becoming Bar Mitzvah.  Your 

kindness, humor, patience, and persistence were all 
the tools needed to assist these young men, to make 
sure that they were/are prepared for the honor and 
responsibility involved in their achievements. (Also 
your understanding and kindness towards their 
parents!)  We will miss your presence at Woodlands… 
your beautiful songleading and accompaniment, 
your sense of comfort in ritual, and your intense 
values and struggles for goodness and righteousness. 
We also want you to know how much we respect 
your commitment to the morals and ethics of true 
Judaism… to help your fellow human being, to treat 
others as you would want to be treated, and to 
continue to strive to be a better person… all with a 
sense of humor and an uplifting song.  Here’s to a 
peaceful, relaxing retirement.  

“Some people live more in 20 years than others do in 
80. It’s not the time that matters, it’s the person.” 
        — The DocTor, SeaSon 3, epiSoDe 6

With love and respect,
Jon, Kirsten, Joseph, and Dean Kleinman

Congratulations  
on your retirement. 

We have truly enjoyed  
your voice,  
your music,  

and all the lollipops.

The Hochman Family

I Can’t Believe You  
Are Retiring Before Me.
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Dear Cantor Jonathan

Thank you for the wonderful music 
and all that you have provided for 
WCT over the years. We greatly 
appreciate your wisdom, humor, 
and humanity at key moments 
in our lives. It is hard to imagine 
services at WCT without you –  
we will miss you!

All our best wishes to you for good 
health, joy, and fulfillment in your 
retirement.

Liz Knobler, Raquel and Michael 
Weinberg

Congratulations Jonathan.  

We wish you all the best  
in retirement.

Enjoy!

The Luftig Family

One of the most enjoyable parts 
of being Woodlands members is 
listening to you sing and getting 
to sing along with you. Your 
sense of humor, wonderful voice, 
kindness, and smile will be greatly 
missed. Thank you for so many 
years dedicated to our community. 
Wishing you continued health 
and happiness in all your future 
endeavors.

Susan and Sammi Aibinder

Jonathan – 

May the adventure ahead be  
filled with music, great books, 
peace, health and happiness.

With gratitude, 
The Smith-Yarnold Family
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Thank you  
Cantor Jonathan  
for your years of  
WCT community!

The Elkin Family

In appreciation of Jonathan’s  
22 years of service to the members 
of  Woodlands Community Temple.  

We will miss you.  

Enjoy your retirement,

Chuck and Robin Bauer

Cantor,

You’ve guided us the Woodlands Way – 
with spirit and song, and with your unique 
blend of reverence and irreverence, heart 
and conscience. We cherish the important 
role you have played in our family’s Jewish 
Journey.

Mazel  Tov on your retirement Jonathan.  
May it be filled with blessings!

Laurie, Barry, Aaron and Becca Leibowitz

Wishing you

A retirement

As wonderful

As mine has been

Harriet Levine
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Thank you for all the  
cherished memories, our fearless 

spiritual leader!

We will miss your voice.

Love,

The Blum Family

With deep respect and gratitude 

for a friend, a mentor, a learning 

partner, and  a man who truly 

understands art and the pleasures  

of a good glass of whiskey.

The Bordwin Family

Wishing you a retirement blessed 
with fulfillment, the pursuit of 
new curiosities, joy and happiness.  
Thank you for your wit, wisdom 
and beautiful voice over the years. 

All the best,

Linda, Jay and Mariah Zwicker
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Keep on Strummin Jonathan 
with thanks and gratitude 

David and Roni Beth 

 

 

I’m feeling blue

It’s sad to have to say adieu

But we wish all the best to you

We will miss you!!

Judy, Michael, Andy  
and Rachel Flamm

Todah Rabah, Cantor Jonathan!

Thank you for sharing your 
music, your voice, your wisdom, 
your kindness and your heart 
with all of us.  Wishing you 
happiness and joy always!

With love from  
Martha and Michael W

Cantor Jonathan

The Ackerman family thanks you 
for all you have done for us, and 
the WCT community, and sends 
its sincere best wishes to you on 
your next chapter. 

With love and gratitude,

Faith, Marc, Josh and Sammi
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Running water hurries near my home.

Always full, always emptied,

Restless in repose.

Drop and leaf sweep by in parting,

Will not come to me again,

Swiftly, to some further station,

To be sent and borne.

May the river live forever-

Twitch and giggle at my death.

To stir the hearts of great grandchildren

Eyes fixed on the changing depths.

 Running water hurries near my home.

 Verse from Jonathan’s Delaware River Sermon 

                      
                     THANK YOU 

  Cantor Jonathan Gordon 
      FOR 22 YEARS OF DEDICATED 
       SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 
 
 

    ELECTRONIC 
              SECURITY                                            
                  INTEGRATION 
                                               Incorporated 
                       www.esi-systems.com 
 
 
                       ESI proudly provides  
             Woodland Community Temple 
                     with Video Security Surveillance 
 
         Electronic Security Integration Incorporated 
                 Tel 718.575.9493     Fax 718.268.4030 
 

Dear Jonathan,

There are songs still to sing…..

Thanks for the memories.

Ken, Liz, David, Michael, Julie, 
Ryan and Tyler Blum

I don’t know how to put into words how 
you have been a part of our lives for the past 
22 years. We have shared hundreds of holi-
days, Adam and Daniels Bar Mitzvah, baby 
namings for my grandchildren plus so many 
more blessed times together.
I believe last year’s High Holy Day sermon of 
yours brought me to tears. You touched my 
heart in many ways over the years and you 
will truly be missed at our temple services.
The Best Is Yet To Come!

Trudy & Mike Holand and the family
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 Wishing you all the best in your 

retirement with so many thanks for 

your wisdom, compassion and 

humor over the years!  

 
The Einhorn Family 

Adam, Andrea, Jordan, Jeannie & Jon 

 

Mazel tov Jonathan on your years  
of bringing song and joy to Woodlands!

We wish you all the best.

Rabbis Erin Glazer & Joseph Skloot

Dear Jonathan, as the first cantor I really 
“worked with” you will forever be a part of 
teaching me what a partnership looks like.  
What a gift. And what a gift you have been 
to so many people for so many years. Your 
voice, music, and teaching will continue to 
be shared.

Rabbi Leora Kaye

Jonathan,

Thank you for your years of service  
to Woodlands. Enjoy a well deserved  
retirement.

Karen & Stu Berlowitz

Thank you Jonathan, for your music,  
your humor, your wisdom,  

and your teaching! 

We wish you all the best in your new life.  
You will be missed.

Melanie Roher and Steve Schwartz

Zachor!  We “REMEMBER” Jonathan,  
my teacher and my friend.  

Thank you for always being there  
both in times that were sadness  

and in times of celebration.

Phyllis Opechinsky  
and Laurie, Jack & Sophie Rosen

Jonathan,

Thank you! You always bring such joy and 
authenticity to the bimah. Thank you for 
teaching what it means to have kinship and 
camaraderie on the bimah. Thank you for 
being a beacon of tradition, Torah, and 
compassion. Go from strength to strength!

In gratitude, Rabbi Jason Fenster

Cantors have an awesome power, more so 
than most when it comes to prayer. Not 
only do they recite a prayer, but they bring 
it to life.

Mazel tov for sharing your gifts and  
bringing prayer to life to Woodlands!

Shalom from  
Rabbi Fred and Deborah Green
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Jonathan

Thanks for the memories. We know you’ll 
go on to do wonderful things in retirement.

With love,

Andrea Olstein, Mike, Ari, Imogene, and 
Estelle Winkleman

The Oren Family  
Celebrates Cantor Jonathan  

for his dedication to our community.

You will be missed!

Jonathan,

We wish you a most enjoyable  
well-deserved retirement in good health.

Your Chazzanut will be missed.

Judith and Barry Kessler

Jonathan,

Thank you for your wisdom, your music, your 
leadership and teachings. Robert, Danielle, Noah 
and I have all been blessed by your presence at 
Woodlands.

Wishing you good health, much joy and laughter  
in the years ahead.  

The Cattans

Thank you for your music & friendship. 
Wishing you a wonderful, musical  
adventure ahead!

Jill & Bob Bloom

Dear Cantor Jonathan,

Thank you for so many years of beautiful and  
inspirational song. Your dedication to religious 
music and the wisdom of your preaching have been 
instrumental in shaping the culture of Woodlands 
and the practice of our faith. Enjoy retirement!

Our love and best wishes for your next chapter.

Angela, Irving and Matthew Adler

“ Hello, I must be going. I cannot stay. 
I came to say.  I must be going. 
I’m glad I came.  But just the same. 
I must be going.”  
   – Groucho Marx

Jonathan: wishing you much success in the 
next phase of your life. It’s been wonderful 
getting to know you.
Lee & Nanci Brickman

Here’s to a well-deserved  
and happy retirement!   

Thank you for always inspiring us!

Linda Einfrank and Jeff Schlossberg
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THANK YOU CANTOR JONATHAN!

Wishing You A Long, Happy Retirement!

With Love from 

Bruce Ginsberg & Rebecca Dulit,  
Alanna Eden Ginsberg  
& Shaya Eve Ginsberg

Thank you for being our cantor,  
teacher and friend!

Josh, Julia, Lance & Sura Rosenthal

Thank you Cantor Jonathan for your  
kindness, leadership & support.

Sherrie Brown & Paul & Julia Feiner

Thank you for all of your service to our 
community Cantor Jonathan, and for the 
humor, love, and song you blessed our  
children with. You will be missed!

Love,

The Clyne Family

Jonathan, I particularly enjoyed  
playing music together  

at Simchas Torah, Dan Kaskawits’s wedding  
and your FaceBook posts. 

Have a happy Retirement! 

Howe, Liz, Evan & Alison Shlom

We wish you great health and happiness!

The Rotbard Family

Cantor Jonathan,

Thank you for everything you have 
done for our family and the Woodlands 
community. We will miss you and we 
wish you the best of luck on your  
next adventure! 

Ellie, Juliette, Sam, Jodi & Matt Moss

Dear Cantor Jonathan,

Thank you for everything!  
You will always be a member of our family.  

We will miss you!

Love,

The Rechtschaffen Children



62

Woodlands Community Temple

Yellow Springs, OH

Cantor Jonathan, thank you  
for bringing your deep understanding  

of Jewish traditional folk music 
 to our community. We have been blessed  

to have you here at Woodlands.

Love,

The Hart Family

We will miss you at Temple  
but reserve the right to meet you  

for breakfast and dinner.

Phyllis & Ira Berkowitz

I will not fret, I will not cry
That Cantor Jonathan is saying goodbye.
He’s served us well – Twenty-two years
(God know how many that is in ears)
He’s sung to us and talked to us too
And kibitzed with us – that’s what Jews do.
His future, we wish for him the best
As he leaves our little Woodlands nest.

Love, 
Aliza Burton

Thank you Cantor Jonathan for all the years 
that we have shared with you at WCT.

We so appreciate you having been there  
to share in our Mitzvot as well as in  

our time of need.

We will miss you and wish you all the best.

Love, 
The Kronenbergers

Mazel tov Cantor Jonathan!  

You are an inspiration to to the world.  

You truly practice what you preach  
and we thank you for your wisdom and teaching.

Michael Goldberg, Jenny Ottinger,  
Daniel and Leah Goldberg
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Four J Wine & Liquor
875 Saw Mill River Rd

Ardsley, NY 10502

BAREBURGER
HARTSDALE
914-949-2900

265 N Central Ave
Hartsdale NY 10530
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Woodlands Community Temple

Wishing you all the best in this next chapter!  
Mazel Tov!

Rabbi Deena Gottlieb

Jonathan, thanks for the laughs, support, and  
intelligent/hilarious comments! Enjoy retirement

Tara Levine

Thank you for the baseball cards and lollipops,  
and everything else.  

Charlie and Owen Linder

Thank you for helping me hit a home run at  
my Bat Mizvah! (Baseball card joke)

Lily Safire

Thank you Cantor Jonathan for officiating Wood-
lands Community Temple’s first ever Zoom Bar 
Mitzvah.  It was an amazing experience during a 
challenging time.  I will remember your presence 
and dedication, throughout the entire process, with 
appreciation. Wishing you the best on your journey 
into the future. 

Jaron Soboroff

Thanks so much for all you have done for our family!  

Alex and Frannie Shapiro

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy Retirement!   
Thank you for everything! 

Leandra Spilka
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I see the process of B’nai Mitzvah as young 
people picking up the cultural inheritance 
of our previous generations, and making 
it their own… Every kid receives a gift that 
cannot be underestimated. They have 
learned to voice prayer in the Jewish way.

High holiday sermon, 2018

Intergenerational success is achieved when 
young people are taught that religion is 
not a diversion or a cherished curiosity. We 
succeed when we show them that religious 
consciousness helps them live with guts. 

Makom article

Judaism has put hope into the world.  
We ask and are answered. We speak our 
conscience with our hands. We learn that 
inner values and our smallest actions make 
a universe of difference… Every place where 
Jews live will become a promised land, if 
we are up to it. 

High Holiday sermon, 2019

We have lots of information these days. 
Google gives us a search engine for an-
swering questions. Search engines have a 
major flaw.  They don’t tell us which are the 
best questions to ask.

Sermon, 2018

It is not our right to destroy any govern-
ment in the world because they make us 
afraid. Or every people in the world that 
defies our authority.  

Summer sermon, 2002

Courage is a seminal virtue;  
it makes all the other virtues possible. 

(Saying)

I think our founding American documents 
should have read “the right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of”…not happiness…  but 
the pursuit of “meaning.”  Religion does not 
make us content; it is fuel that urges us to 
strive to change, and to transform.

We take in the beauties of the natural 
world as simple human beings. We are 
raised by the gifts of abundant sunshine 
and fragrant breezes which are uncon-
cerned with matters of class or wealth.  A 
child in dirty dungarees, a frog in his pock-
et, holding a cane fishing pole, will know 
more about God’s gifts than an elegant 
landowner struggling over his machinery.

Sermon on Summer

In terms of racial equality, the teachings 
of Judaism and the needs of the society 
converge completely. Judaism teaches that 
if someone holds another group of people 
in contempt and represses them, that per-
son puts himself up above them. “Self-el-
evation by oppression.” This is idolatry, 
self-worship, a violation of the command-
ment against false Gods. 

Human Rights Shabbat, 2014

      In the Words of Cantor Jonathan…  




