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August 19, 2020 
Dear JLC Parents, 
 
You may have concerns about even more time learning in front of a computer. I completely understand! 
I also have these kinds of feelings with regard to Jewell and her JLC education. Before you rule out the 
online learning program that I have designed, I want to share with you my thoughts. 
 
My daughter started Kindergarten yesterday. She is on and off the computer from 8 am until 1:30 pm. 
She is getting a ton of screen time. I am plagued with the pros and cons of her Sunday school 
experience. That’s where I started when designing something fun and engaging for our TBE kids. Face 
to face doesn’t make sense with our congregation as my best teacher(s) and most of our congregants 
are “grown” and I wouldn’t want anything happening to them. I also fear the long-term effects on 
children who are exposed to Covid-19.   
 
I toyed around with the outside component as I led Shabbats at Camp Keshet this summer. My 
observations were that it was so hot under the trees and that children are wild cards. They inevitably 
needed to use the restroom, drink water, etc. To apply this to JLC, even if we used hoola hoops that 
were strategically placed, I know our rascal students will move them, not use the masks properly, use 
the restroom and not take our precautions 100% seriously. With the masks, distance, no-touch rules, I 
don’t think that we can recreate the warmth that is associated with JLC that happens inside our 
building. Lastly, how can we effectively learn when it is blazing hot outside? 
 
Then I thought about what Jewell gets out of Sunday school and that answer was connection – to her 
heritage, her synagogue, and to other like-minded children in the neighborhood that will prove to be 
her lifelong friends. If we cannot meet in person then what’s the next best thing? 
 
So I came up with The JLC Passport. On google classroom, I created an online space where students 
can explore, on their own time, various aspects about Judaism. Students will have T’filah at 9:30 am, 
followed by 1 hour with their instructor. I divided the school into 4 groups and reached for the 
curriculum on the top shelf and grabbed the best of the best instructors: Marlene Pinsker for K-1, who 
needs no introduction, David Mankes for 2-3, our new youth director, veteran Broward Schools 
teacher, and general good guy, Rachel Kaplan, our marketing director who possesses a certain set of 
skills that keeps amazing us, and me as your 6-7 grade facilitator!  I could say stuff about me but 
whatever.  Rachel, on the other hand was just featured in the Sun-Sentinel and when I watched her 
first Schmooze this summer, I immediately imagined her as the perfect facilitator for our 4th and 5th 
graders because of their inquisitiveness and curiosity.   
 
I am asking families to participate in 1.5 hours of live online instruction. I am asking myself to allow my 
daughter for 1.5 hours more of online instruction. The shift that I am going to make in our home is 
shaving off screen time in places where we can: a little less TV through the week, a little less screen 
time on her “phone”. I do this because I believe this is an important time for building connections and 
maintaining community. I want Jewell to interact with her temple friends as well as comprehend that 
Judaism is an integral component in our family. 
 
The online program that I have designed allows children to explore Judaism and TBE in a way that 
might inspire them to develop a passion about Judaism that might propel them throughout life. That is 
how I measure success. 
 
Please ask me all the questions that concern you and let us work through this crazy situation together! 
 
B’ruach, 
  
Barbara Bell Segal 
Director, Jewish Learning Center 
Temple Beth El of Hollywood 
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