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It’s Time! It is time to come Back. Together again. 
5782 will be a year like no other – a year of re-establishing, of reacquainting, of reconnecting. 
For the past 18 months, the clergy, leadership, and staff of Beth Sholom Synagogue have been 
waiting for you. And it is time to come Back. Together.

Throughout 5782 we have planned a fantastic campaign to encourage members and guests to 
join us in the building, at events, and of course at services. Health and safety of each member 
is our top priority: the combination of our COVID guidelines + community members getting 
double vaccinated en masse, means we are ready for you!

Keep an eye out for the B’Yachad tree on our posters, and around the synagogue 
building. Join our social media campaign - follow our Facebook page, and snap fun 
pictures in our photo booth at the entrance of the building. Most importantly, come 
join us for events, for Shabbat, and for the High Holy Days. We miss you!

Stephanie Krasman,
Executive Director
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Growing up in a world long before the 
internet, cordless telephones and even cell 
phones, your entertainment choices were 
limited, to say the least. Of course there were 
movies and television. But let’s remember 
Cable TV would only appear in the early 80s, 
and recording a TV show wasn’t a simple 
thing to do. So, if you wanted to watch 
something you made a note when it was 
showing, and planned your evening around 
it.

With those kinds of limited choices you 
would have to turn to other things. Yes, to 
being outdoors (my mother’s warning still 
rings in my ear, “Be home before it gets 
dark!”). For me, books were an enormous 
source of comfort and interest. This included 
comics. On Sundays, my grandmother would 
take me to the small convenience store 
around the corner to buy a Spiderman (my 
favourite) or Batman comic. On one of those 
Sundays, I saw this:

I bought it.

Of course I knew the story of Samson (or 
better in Hebrew: Shimshon) from my 
school, but somehow seeing it outside of the 
classroom, removed from religious texts, and 
in a comic made it feel new and something 

I wanted to know again. Ever since, the 
character of Shimshon has held a special 
place in my imagination. It’s fair to ask was 
it because the comic gave him ‘superhero’ 
treatment? Or was it the miraculous strength 
he had? Or maybe it was the improbable 
battle he waged against his and his people’s 
fiercest enemies.

The answer is yes to all the above! But let’s 
take a moment to remember his story, in 
large, brief strokes.

Born under “special” circumstances to 
parents who struggled to conceive, he was 
given over to a special devotional religious 
order known as the ‘Nazirites’. He discovered 
that so long as he would observe the rites 
and rituals of the Nazirites, he would be 
blessed with uncommon strength. Among 
these rituals, was that one could not cut 
one’s hair.

As he matured, Israel’s most hated enemy, 
the Philistines, emerge again on the scene. 
They taunt, maraud, murder, plunder, 
threatening to plunge the life of the Children 
of Israel in chaos. Shimshon begins to grow 
into his strength, and tales of his physical 
power begin to spread amongst his people. 
And while his story has a tragic and fatal end 
to it, the Shimshon we are to discover in the 
Torah is not simply a man of brute strength, 
but also the Torah takes great effort showing 
him to be someone of wisdom. He was not 
only blessed with power of the body but of 
the mind too, which leads us to doubly feel 
the loss at the end of his story. In one telling 
exchange, we hear him challenging people 
not with physical but mental challenges and 
riddles. He offers the following question to 
those gathered around him at his wedding 
feast:

None of the guests could figure it out (Hint: 
the answer is given in the story before the 
wedding takes place as Shimshon wrestles 
a blood thirsty lion to the ground and later 
discovers a bee hive in its carcass). But it 
seems to me that the deeper answer is found 
by reading the end of mighty Shimshon’s 
story. Seeing him in his final, pathos drenched 
moments we not only  feel the pain but also 
see the meaning of redemption. Tragic, yes! 
But not in vain.

Looking carefully at the words of the riddle 
leads us to discover another layer. What 
we translate as “out of the strong, came 
something sweet”, could easily be read as 
“out of the challenging comes the sweet”. 
Which tells us that to emerge from difficult 
moments, enables us to appreciate the good 
and sweet in our lives.

You know where this is heading, don’t you? It’s 
been a heck of a year and a half. A year with 
challenges, unhappiness and pain. But as we 
ready ourselves for a new year, one blessed 
with vaccines, community and enduring faith, 
let us be prepared for the sweet that is sure 
to come our way. Our doors are open, and 
the celebrations, inspiration, comfort and joy 
will find their way to us because you believed 
in the power of us.

If you are fully vaccinated and without any 
health concerns, please join us in the Shul 
for these upcoming High Holy Days. Because 
how can we imagine a year of sweetness, 
unless we are all together?

Shana Tova!

Rabbi Aaron Flanzraich •

AARON FLANZRAICH
RABBI

AFTER CHALLENGES, COMES SWEETNESS

“Let me propose a riddle to you. 
If you can give me the right answer 
during the seven days of the feast, I 
shall give you thirty linen tunics and 

thirty sets of clothing;
Out of the eater came something to eat,

Out of the strong came something 
sweet.

What is it?”
(Judges 14)
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I have an honest confession to make.  
After eighteen months of pandemic 
life, wearing my sweats all day long, 
leading minyans over zoom, davening 
every Shabbos in front of a camera, 
and hardly ever leaving the house, I 
was honestly afraid of what it would be 
like to return to normal life.  I’m sure 
I am not alone with these thoughts…
Last week I arrived at an unveiling and 
someone stuck out his hand, not to fist 
pump or to rub elbows, but to actually 
shake my hand.  At first, I was taken 
slightly aback – I was uncertain what 
the appropriate protocol should be, 
but I returned the handshake.  It was 
my first handshake in over a year (and 
believe me, I shake hands with a lot of 
people in my professional life!)  The 
level of human interaction that we were 
once accustomed to may take some 
time to embrace, but I am confident the 
time has come.  This once in a lifetime 
pandemic has taught us so much about 
ourselves, our relationships, our love 
and tolerance for those inside our 
bubble and a longing for those on 
the outside.  Above all, I believe it has 
highlighted the importance of human 
contact and interaction – not over Zoom 
or FaceTime, but live and in person.  

As I write these words, I am optimistic 
that the scientific trends and levels 
of inoculation are leading us back 
to life as we remembered in March 
2020.  Synagogue life has carried on 
in every possible way, but one thing 
has been notoriously absent – YOU!  A 
live minyan on shabbat and chaggim is 
what creates a sense of community.  I 
am certain that for many it has become 
incredibly convenient to sit on the other 
side of the computer (perhaps in your 
pyjamas over a morning coffee while 
sitting on the dock) to watch services.  
My greatest fear is that some of you may 
have enjoyed it so much that you prefer 
it over the “real thing.”  The truth is we 
need you back.  I can’t imagine our sages 

ever expected a community assembled 
in prayer to become a television show 
broadcast over YouTube.  This was an 
innovative stopgap measure in a time of 
great need.  And moving forward, it may 
become an amazing solution for those 
who are shut in, infirm, immobile and 
ultimately the only way to reach them.  
As your Hazzan, I serve as your public 
emissary in prayer, and I feel it is time 
to remind our entire community that 
Judaism is bound by halacha (Jewish 
law).  These traditions have been the 
cornerstone of our faith for more than 
five thousand years.  On the subject of 
a minyan, the definitions by our sages 
are clear.  

1. To form a minyan, everyone needs 
to be physically present in the same 
room.  

2. If there is no way to see each other, 
you are not in the minyan.

A new year will shortly be upon us.  If 
our health officials deem it permissible, 
if you are vaccinated, and if you feel 
emotionally and physically ready to 
return to living life surrounded by other 
people, please come to shul.  I can’t 
imagine another Rosh Hashana / Yom 
Kippur experience without you.  I miss 
your warmth and your smiles. I miss 
hearing your voices singing along with 
me. I dare say I miss the buzz of chatter 
behind me!  As the Ruach Singers and 
I begin to prepare for this high holiday 
season, I pray it will energize you to 
want to return.  We have not sung 
together in over 18 months (nor have we 
shared a scotch behind the bimah which 
we have been known to do!)

Walking into our synagogue triggers 
a flood of memories I associate with 
spending over twenty years on and off 
the bimah.  The sounds, the smells and 
often the silence awakens a nostalgia 
filled with life-changing moments I have 
shared with you inside those sacred 

walls.  Beth Sholom is more than a 
building; it is your spiritual home.  That’s 
what makes returning home after a long 
absence so special.  There is no place 
quite like it.  
Let this Rosh Hashana mark our return 
back to the simple pleasures that we 
have been deprived of for far too long.  
Let this be the best family reunion we 
could have ever wished for.  

B’rosh Hashana yikatevun, u’vyom tzom 
kippur yechatemun.  

On Rosh Hashana we are inscribed and 
on Yom Kippur we are sealed. Who shall 
live out his allotted time, and who shall 
depart before his time. 

Let this Rosh Hashana mark a new 
beginning…together as one.  
May you be inscribed and sealed in the 
book of life.  

Shana Tovah!

Cantor Eric Moses •

ERIC MOSES
CANTOR

WELCOME BACK...WE’VE MISSED YOU!
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BAR & BAT MITZVAH 
FAMILY PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE 2021-2022

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2021 
PUTTING THE “MITZVAH” INTO 
YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH!
Introductory session with Cantor Moses and Rabbi 
Flanzraich – Meet all the other families celebrating 
in 2022. Learn how to keep the spirit of Shabbat at 
your simcha (less “bar” more “mitzvah.”) Tips for how 
to prepare for your mitzvah project. Introductory fun 
with Cantor Moses - prizes for the winners!

“SURVIVOR” THE JEWISH KIND
This Holocaust education week program will be 
dedicated to the 1.5 million children who died 
at the hands of the Nazis. Stay tuned for further 
details. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021 at 10:00 am

FATHERS & SONS 
“TNT” (TALLIS ‘N TEFILLIN)

Learn how to put on Tallis ‘n Tefillin with Cantor 
Moses. On the day a Jewish boy becomes Bar 
Mitzvah he is responsible for the observance of G-d’s 
commandments. One of the most important of these 
commandments is wearing Tefillin. Join your Rabbi 
and Cantor as we teach you and your children how to 
wrap Tefillin and answer all of your questions. BYOT – 
Bring your own Tefillin!

MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS 
GROWING UP AS A JEWISH TEENAGE 
GIRL IN THE NEW MILLENIUM
The Jewish people have traditionally been highly driven, 
which sometimes comes with high pressure for achievement 
and perfectionism, especially for tween girls. In this program, 
tween girls and their moms will learn about surviving the 
pressures of living in a body-conscious culture, while valuing 
and respecting themselves, according to Jewish principles. 
Led by Dr. Melissa Lieberman-Moses

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2021

A once monthly, family oriented program, for 2022 Bar/Bat Mitzvah students and parents,  featuring a variety of meaningful 
topics. This will be a great opportunity to meet other Beth Sholom B’nai Mitzvah families as well! 

Monthly: 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. Dinner will be provided at each session.
COVID safety rules and protocols will be followed!

UPCOMING DATES

Dates for the Bar & Bat Mitzvah Program for 2021-2022 will be announced each quarter in the upcoming 

quarterly bulletins. Contact Cantor Moses at cantor@bethsholom.net for more information.

Sessions take place Wednesdays at 6:30 pm with the exception of Youth Shabbat.

  BAR & BAT MITZVAH FAMILY PROGRAM
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PRESIDENT
DAVID KRIEGER

FROM USHER TO PRESIDENT!
It is with gratefulness that I sit down to write 
this address to our Beth Sholom family. My 
first President’s message.

From Usher to President could be the name 
of my next book.  And what a time to become 
your President - thanks Abe!

JOURNEYING
In preparing my first note as President, I was 
curious to read what some of our former 
esteemed Presidents wrote for their first 
article. Steve Kelman wrote about how his 
deepening connection to Beth Sholom 
grew out of our Rabbi’s thought-provoking 
sermons and that stirred something in him. 
He is still in shock he ended up as President 
but how fortunate and blessed were we 
that he did. Steve’s term led to him leading 
the board and congregation to introducing 
historical, meaningful, impactful, positive and 
lasting change – becoming an Egalitarian 
kehilla.

Then there’s Abe, who discovered his 
journey to the Presidency by selflessly 
committing to honouring his grandfather by 
attending minyan daily and saying Kaddish 
for 11 months. What a decision, and what a 
transformation.  From humble beginnings 
with no synagogue connection or history, 
Abe not only became President of our shul 
but has expanded his volunteerism across 
many Jewish based organizations.   With 
Abe at the helm, we navigated through the 
worst pandemic in history with intelligence, 
kindness, and innovation. 

Funny thing about my journey to this 
position, is that it is very different in some 
ways, and yet similar in othe ways to Steve’s 
and to Abe’s journeys. I grew up Orthodox 
and attended Eitz Chaim Hebrew Day School 
on Viewmont until Grade 6 when my prayers 
were answered, and I transferred to West 
Prep! I knew there was a G-D! I am not 
saying Eitz Chaim is not the right place for 
the right student, but certainly not for me. I 
have joked that I am down to the resulting 
therapy once per week. The fact is I may 
never know or appreciate how impactful that 
time and experience would be. In addition 
to attending Eitz Chaim, of course, was 

attending shul every Shabbat and Yom tovim 
with my late father Sollyz”l. 

Being the youngest of five siblings, I believe 
I was my dad’s last hope to become a Rabbi 
- or at bare minimum someone who would 
say kaddish for him, so he involved me in 
his religious life. Turned out that preparing 
for Shabbos, walking back and forth to shul, 
and davening together was, in hindsight, 
what today is called “quality time”. Upon 
reflection, it’s likely that I didn’t appreciate 
this at the time as much as I do now, looking 
back. Even during the summer when we were 
at the cottage, my father would wake me up 
to daven with him, made me read the weekly 
parashat (including the Haftorah) and go on 
the obligatory Shabbos walk.

Therefore it is with deep Jewish traditional 
roots that we fast forward a number of years. 
Today I am not so Orthodox, and found Beth 
Sholom as we began the early planning 
phases for my eldest son, Jonathan’s, Bar 
Mitzvah. Like many, a life event was the start 
of my Beth Sholom journey. I was a regular 
member like most, okay maybe attending 
more regularly than many (hint hint). I saw 
clergy come and go, but Rabbi Flanzraich’s 
words completely resonate with me. My 
history was very ritualistic, and Rabbi Aaron 
helped me understand that ritual isn’t 
enough. I understood that it is not enough 
to be on the sidelines. Indeed, I understood 
his message that you must be active. You 
must get involved to feel the full richness 
of Judaism and community. Another one of 
his themes that always resonates with me 
is about how we mark time. I remember 
him speaking from the bema saying that 
we only need three things to live. Frankly, I 
immediately thought he was nuts and asked 
myself, what is he talking about? He then 
went on to explain what the three things 
are – air; food/water; which are all relatively 
available. But that the third necessity is time. 
We do not know; we have no guarantee of a 
future. My last breath could be before I finish 
this article. Put all these things together, and 
my takeaway is: get going spending your 
time doing something good, something 
purposeful and something hopefully 
righteous. 

THE MOMENT MY BETH SHOLOM LIFE 
CHANGED: MINYAN
Fast forward one year to a Saturday night 
in August when I show up for my father’s 
Yahrzeit and guess what – no Minyan. Maybe 
you have experienced that and it happened 
to you too. I was very upset, and I remember 
saying to myself “how is this possible? 
How could my shul not provide me with a 
Minyan?” Literally in the same thought and 
breath it suddenly came to me. If I am not 
here for others, why should anyone be here 
for me? From that moment on I started 
attending twice daily whenever possible. 
The same eureka moment Abe had not long 
thereafter. It is no wonder that we organised 
the Minyan committee together and to this 
day remain co-chairs. By the way, we need 
new folks to take over because we both got 
promoted. More about that later.

TZEDAKAH AND MY CALLING TO SERVE
My giving of time and effort is not new. I 
spent 10 years on the Board of the North 
York Harvest Food Bank and was Chair of the 
Corporate Advisory Board. I spent another 
10 years on the Board of the Fellowship of 
Christians and Jews and just resigned as the 
Board Chair for this new gig. The Fellowship 
raised $11M in Canada last year most of 
which is distributed to needy Jews and others 
in Israel and in other parts of the globe. 
Impactful stuff and very Jewish.  Getting 
involved seems to be a theme with me. One 
person can make a difference. Imagine if 
you are the one who makes the 10th to 
make a minyan? 

So here we are at a very critical time for our 
shul, our community and in a broader way, for 
our people. You only must watch the news to 
see what is going on. If its not one thing, it is 
another - right?

...continued
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PRESIDENT
DAVID KRIEGER

FROM USHER TO PRESIDENT!
continued...

One thing about our people that has always 
stuck out for sure is our resiliency, but even 
more than that is how we have always been 
able to come together when things get 
tough- no matter what. Well things sure have 
been tough this past 18 months. Yet we came 
together via Zoom and YouTube and had 
Minyanim that set records. That was great 
but also, that was then and now is now.

The Rabbi will tell you that the minyan is the 
heart of the shul so we are delighted to see 
such great participation. Of course, it’s also 
much easier than the effort it takes to get up, 
get ready, schlep…..however, when have you 
ever known anything our people do to be 
easy. We took the longest route possible from 
Egypt for goodness’ sake. I have concluded 
it is not supposed to be easy! The effort is 
part of the process that makes us who and 
what we are.

WE ARE BETH SHOLOM!
On a recent Shabbos one of our members 
congratulated me on my new role and said 
“so you’re the person who is going to take us 
to the future”. I replied, no I am happy to take 
us back to the past. Getting our synagogue 

back to the way we always expect it to be is 
the priority for the short to mid-term and the 
focus of the leadership team and the board. 

When you think about Beth Sholom and shul 
you think about services which clearly are 
central to who and what we are. But we are 
so much more, and I invite you to take some 
action and invest some time. First yes, join us 
for services as often as you can and in person 
as soon as you are comfortable. I can assure 
you as the Chair of the Reopening Task Force 
that from a safety perspective, Beth Sholom 
is the place to be. You will be hearing more 
about several committee opportunities for 
involvement. Get involved in something that 
interests you and helps to build community 
while also fulfilling the commandment of 
Tikkun Olam. And of course, please renew 
your membership – your contributions help 
keep the doors open, to safely welcome the 
community back in, to pray, to learn to grow 
together.

Throughout this publication you read and 
see the scope of our synagogue, your 
synagogue. I know that our Chesed work 
continues to inspire and blesses us to give a 
hand up not just a handout. In reality, we have 
way too much going on for me to talk about 

here, so kindly take a look and just focus on 
the index to get a big picture view. Oh, did I 
mention the B’Koach initiative?
 
Honestly, your senior leadership team is just 
that, a team, and I am especially blessed 
to have such an incredible group of people 
and minds that surround me. Our new board 
is exciting, nimble, and eager to meet its 
mandates. Then we have this great support 
team in our office who have reinvented 
themselves and continue to raise the bar on 
service and support to our shul community. I 
am very proud! And of course, how can we 
not come out of this pandemic with renewed 
optimism led by our Rabbi and Cantor.

I look forward to much celebration over the 
next couple of years, and invite you on this 
journey. Reach out directly to me anytime.

Chag Sameach!

David Krieger •

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Honour the memory of a dear one in the 

most fitting, traditional and dignified 
manner - with a Memorial Plaque.

Each memorial plaque, bearing the 
name and yahrzeit date of your loved 

one, is mounted on a bronze plaque 
and placed in your choice of location in 

the synagogue.

Please contact vered@bethsholom.net for 
details on price and available location.

• Menorah Project Plaques
• Wall Plaques
• Seat Plaques
• Tree of Life Plaques

Below are the various plaque options:
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Today is Tisha B’Av. Not literally today 
the day you will read this article, but 
“today” the day I put pen to paper.

Tisha B’Av, or the 9th of the month of Av, 
is one of the saddest days in the Jewish 
calendar. Several tragedies occurred 
through Jewish history on this day – 
the destruction of both Holy Temples 
in Jerusalem (423 BCE and 70 CE); the 
defeat of the Bar Kochba revolt in 133 
CE, the expulsion of England’s Jews in 
1290, the expulsion of Spanish Jewry 
in 1942, to name a few. Some of the 
more common observances for the time 
leading up to Tisha B’Av are not cutting 
our hair, not seeing movies or listening 
to music, refraining from eating meat, 
and fasting on the day itself – we cease 
doing anything that would seem “regal”.

We observe in this way because we are 
sad. We are in mourning. We imagine 
with longing what the eras of the Holy 
Temple might have been like, and how 
it would have inspired Jewish practice 
and spirituality. Sometimes we need to 
experience loss in order to feel gratitude 
and to appreciate what we have.

Gratitude is a central theme of Judaism, 
especially on Rosh Hashanah when we 
take inventory of all the blessings in our 
lives. One of the more famous quotes 
found in Pirke Avot, the teachings of 
our fathers, tells us “Who is rich? Those 
who rejoice in their own portion”. As 
we approach Rosh Hashanah I can’t 
help but think about all of the personal 
and professional things I have to be so 
grateful for – and they typically all fall 
under one category: Relationships.

I feel so blessed to be able to work with 
two of the most esteemed clergy in the 
GTA. Rabbi Aaron and Cantor Moses 
are inspirational, supportive, passionate, 
and they both have a great sense of 
humor! Everything we do in the office 
is to support the work of the clergy, in 
order to deepen member engagement 
in Jewish life. 

I feel so very fortunate to be able to 
know and work with the Senior Officers. 
As the volunteer leadership I interact 
with most frequently, I can assure you 
– no group of people work harder and 
are more dedicated. Many of their 
daytime and nighttime hours are spent 
working towards the betterment of the 
synagogue. At the AGM in June, we 
voted in a new Board of Governers. 
Hershel Sahian is our new Third Vice 
President. With a witty personality and 
years of communal volunteer leadership, 
I am looking forward to the many years 
we will have together. Hershel has been 
a dedicated Board member, serving on 
several important committees. I know 
he will be an impactful addition to 
the team. And David Krieger, our new 
President! David is so passionate about 
Beth Sholom, and so caring and sensitive 
about those in need. He is always willing 
to help, no task is beneath him. All of 
his years serving on the Senior Officers 
has culminated in this moment. I look 
forward to assisting him in enacting his 
vision in the two years to come.

Last, but not least on the gratitude scale 
– are the professional staff working in 
the office. I could not ask for a better 
team. While COVID presented so many 
challenges for us, 
their commitment 
and dedication to our 
work never wavered. 
Never. I believe most 
of the staff worked 
even harder from 
home. A shared crisis 
can either break a 
team, or strengthen it. 
And I believe we have 
become stronger than ever. Not only 
were the numbers of hours worked every 
day notable, but the quality and outputs 
of their work was exceptional. Every staff 
sought ways to connect on a deeper 
level with members. It was the small 
things that they did for the community, 
and for each other that made the 
difference. I saw so much kindness and 
a willingness to help other staff in need 

– it was heartwarming. I could ask for 
nothing more. Soon it will be time to 
come back into the office together and 
I cannot wait.

While not much could be tougher than 
the last 18 months, 5782 certainly won’t 
be easy. We have a long way to go 
through COVID still, and a longer way 
until things are what they once were. 
During the darkest COVID moments, 
scared and unsure, I focused on this 
Jewish value of gratitude, and mustered 
all of my strength to think positively. I am 
looking forward to the yamim noraim 
when G-d willing we can actually come 
together in the Sanctuary. Our collective 
voices are powerful and inspiring. I hope 
you will join me.

On behalf of my family – my husband 
Joe, and children Kayla, Seth, and Dava, 
may 5782 be filled with much joy and 
gratitude for you and your family. 

L’Shanah Tova Umetuka.

Stephanie Krasman •

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
STEPHANIE KRASMAN

GRATITUDE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF LOSS
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Honour, Memorialize, or Celebrate a 
loved one by sending a personalized 
Tribute Card, while supporting the 
Beth Sholom community. Tribute cards 
with artistically beautiful images of our 
stained glass windows, can be sent by 
mail or email to brighten someone’s day.

Tribute card donations can be made online through the DONATE 
section of our Home Page, or by calling the office at 416-783-6103.

PERSONALIZED TRIBUTE CARDS
FROM BETH SHOLOM

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
BETH SHOLOM PROGRAMS

Your favourites are back! Join us for thought provoking and engaging programming. 

August 26th Schmoozing with Shinshinim Shevet

September 13th Jewish Calcutta through 

Music and Memory

September 23rd Yonina Sukkot Concert

September 30th Allan Cheskes’ Music Series

October 5th Author’s Night with Randi Skurka

October 14th Allan Cheskes’ Music Series

October 17th Adventure Awaits Series - New York

October 24th Adventure Awaits Series - Dublin

October 26th Book of Judges with Rabbi Aaron

October 28th Allan Cheskes’ Music Series

October 31st Adventure Awaits Series - Krakow

November 2nd Book of Judges with Rabbi Aaron

November 7th Adventure Awaits Series - Lisbon

November 9th Book of Judges with Rabbi Aaron 

November 11th Allan Cheskes’ Music Series

November 16th Book of Judges with Rabbi Aaron 

November 18th Brotherhood Dinner & Draw

November 25th Allan Cheskes’ Music Series

For upcoming programs at 
Beth Sholom Synagogue, 

please visit,
bethsholom.net/calendar

or 

Subscribe to our weekly 
emails. 

Send an email to 
deborah@bethsholom.net
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How is it Rosh Hashanah already? It feels as 
though it was just yesterday that we were 
celebrating Pesach for the second time in 
isolation, encouraged to stay apart from 
one another, our congregational school 
being entirely online, and so many of our 
wonderful spring events moved into the 
realm of Zoom. 

The days of the week have become fuzzy 
(what day is it again?) and days and weeks 
apart have sadly become many months, in 
fact, so much has changed since the spring! 
Many of us are now vaccinated, protected 
from the dangers of the pandemic, and 
anxious for a return to normalcy. We are now 
venturing out more, socializing in new ways 
which feel comfortable to us, and so many 
of our children are thankfully enjoying this 
summer away at Jewish sleepover camp. 
Our community is finally ready to, once 
again, make meaningful Jewish memories. 

So as we enter this new phase, returning 
slowly back to a state of sustainable 
normalcy, we are overjoyed to announce 
Beth Sholom’s new programmatic campaign 
of “Beyachad. Back Together.” This will be 

a phrase and a mood that will be with us 
through the entirety of this new Jewish year. 
Not only are we emphasizing the importance 
of returning, we are hopeful that this return 
will be a part of a return to togetherness. 
This togetherness should also include a 
newfound respect for the comfort and safety 
of others, including so many little ones who 
are still vulnerable to COVID-19. So even if 
our return should include masks and social 
distancing, and a lot less buffet-style eating, 
we will feel more together than ever as 
we think about and care for the welfare of 
eachother. 

SholomLearning is also excited to return, 
Beyachad. With convenient times and 
locations, both in-person and online 
options, we welcome any inquiries about 
our school. SholomLearning is one of 
the few supplementary Jewish schools in 
Toronto to have successfully ran through the 
entirety of last year- a school year full of so 
much upheaval. This never could have been 
accomplished without the effort and personal 
sacrifice of our wonderful staff and teachers, 
and special mention and gratitude to our 
wonderful and loving Coordinator, Fargana 

Sarmasova. Along with Fargana and our 
teachers, we as a team have been immensely 
proud to provide a sense of enjoyment and 
stability to the dozens of students who were 
with us from September-June. That said, we 
also understand and remember that many 
children in our community have now taken an 
extended break from formal Jewish learning, 
and it is our mandate to approach new and 
returning learners with understanding and 
patience. I can always be reached by email 
at alexa@bethsholom.net or on my cell at 
416-837-7649, with any questions about our 
programs, our school, or to offer support in 
any educational capacity. 

I look forward to seeing you sooner than 
later. Wishing you a happy, healthy, and 
sweet New Year. 

Alexa Abergel •

ALEXA ABERGEL

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY 
LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

PHOTOS OF SHOLOMKIDS
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BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE 2021 / 5782

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
Monday, September 6, 2021

Evening Services  
6:00 pm 
Candle lighting  7:27 pm

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 1
Tuesday, September 7, 2021

Morning Services 9:30 am  
Evening Services  
7:00 pm 
Candle lighting  8:28 pm

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 2
Wednesday, September 8, 2021

Morning Services 9:30 am  

EREV YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, September 15, 2021

Early Mincha  2:00 pm
Kol Nidre  7:00 pm 
Candle lighting  7:10 pm

YOM KIPPUR
Thursday, September 16, 2021

Morning Services 9:30 am  
Yizkor Service approx.      11:00 am 
Mincha   5:15 pm 
Neilah   6:30 pm 
Fast ends   8:12 pm

שנה טובה

HIGH HOLY DAYS 2021/5782

Service times, schedules, and the link to virtual services for renewed members will be emailed the week before Rosh Hashanah.

NEW THIS YEAR!
FAMILY HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES

Given the unique circumstances of this year, our Family High Holy Day services 

have been combined into a single, memorable, fun-yet-traditional experience 

for the whole family. Alexa Abergel and Sammy Moses will be leading this 

unique service, that will be sure to offer something for everyone, on both days 

of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur morning.

The first 40-minutes of the service will be light-hearted and interactive, perfectly 

appropriate for all energetic kids, big and small. A short intermission will give 

time for preschoolers and their families to depart early, or for little ones to join 

the neighbouring supervised play program, while parents and grandparents 

may choose to rejoin us for Torah reading and a deeper and more traditional 

reading of the tfilot as our service comes to a close.

Many school-age children will be able to participate from start-to-finish, taking 

away meaningful lessons of the High Holy Days. Our ultimate hope for this 

service is, after over a year of separation, that we should have this wonderful 

opportunity to safely join together in prayer and celebration, families of all ages 

and backgrounds. Back. Together.
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BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE 2021 / 5782

ROSH HASHANAH - Tuesday, September 7 and Wednesday, September 8

Services for Adults I 
SANCTUARY

Services for Adults II 
BANQUET HALL

Family Services 
ASSEMBLY HALL

LIMITED RESERVED SEATING FOR RENEWED MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS
LIVE STREAMING OF VIRTUAL HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES ON YOUTUBE

Erev 
Rosh 

Hashanah 
(September 6)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
6:00 pm

N.A. N.A.

Rosh 
Hashanah 

Day I
(September 7)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
9:30 am

In-person service with 
Parnas Jeff Green & Cantor Meni 

Philip
9:30 am

In-person service 
with Alexa Abergel 

& Sammy Moses
11:00 am

Rosh 
Hashanah 

Day I
Mincha

(September 7)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
7:00 pm

N.A. N.A.

Rosh 
Hashanah 

Day II
(September 8)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
9:30 am

In-person service with 
Parnas Jeff Green & Cantor Meni 

Philip
9:30 am

In-person service 
with Alexa Abergel 

& Sammy Moses
11:00 am

Service times, schedules, and the link to virtual services for renewed members will be emailed the week before Rosh Hashanah.

Rosh Hashanah Schedule

Rosh Hashanah Day II (September 8), Ma’ariv services will be on Zoom at 8:35 pm.
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Yom Kippur      Ne'ilah Schedule

BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE 2021 / 5782

YOM KIPPUR - Thursday, September 16

Service times, schedules, and the link to virtual services for renewed members will be emailed the week before Rosh Hashanah.

Services for Adults I 
SANCTUARY

Services for Adults II 
BANQUET HALL

Family Services 
ASSEMBLY HALL

LIMITED RESERVED SEATING FOR RENEWED MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS
LIVE STREAMING OF VIRTUAL HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES ON YOUTUBE

Kol Nidre 
(September 15)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
7:00 pm

In-person service with 
Parnas Jeff Green & Cantor Meni 

Philip
7:00 pm

N.A.

KOL NIDRE - Wednesday, September 15

Services for Adults I 
SANCTUARY

Services for Adults II 
BANQUET HALL

Family Services 
ASSEMBLY HALL

LIMITED RESERVED SEATING FOR RENEWED MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS
LIVE STREAMING OF VIRTUAL HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES ON YOUTUBE

Yom Kippur 
(September 16)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
9:30 am

Yizkor at approx. 11:00 am

In-person service with 
Parnas Jeff Green & Cantor Meni 

Philip
9:30 am

Yizkor at approx. 11:00 am

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Alexa Abergel & Sammy Moses
11:00 am

Mincha &
Ne’ilah

(September 16)

In-person service and
Live streamed with 

Rabbi Flanzraich & Cantor Moses
Mincha at 5:15 pm
Ne’ilah at 6:30 pm

In-person service with 
Parnas Jeff Green & Cantor Meni 

Philip
Mincha at 5:15 pm
Ne’ilah at 6:30 pm

N.A.

Kol  Nidre Schedule
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We look forward to a memorable and meaningful High Holy Day experience with our clergy team.

RABBI AARON FLANZRAICH

Rabbi Flanzraich has been the Senior Rabbi of Beth Sholom Synagogue since 1998. He is a graduate of Bar Ilan University 
and has dual ordination from Yeshivat Sha’ar Ephraim, and the Israeli Chief Rabbinate.  He is a member of many Rabbinic 
boards, the rabbinic advisor to the Reena organization and deeply proud of Beth Sholom’s Kosher Food Bank and Out of 
the Cold program.

The Rabbi finds inspiration in finding new ways to teach and inspire the people who come to Beth Sholom Synagogue: 
the success of new programs and services is bringing a new generation of seekers to discover their Judaism with a blend 
of “old and new” that seems…fresh. 

CANTOR ERIC MOSES

Cantor Moses has been Beth Sholom’s Hazzan since 2001.  He is a graduate of the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute. He also 
holds an MBA from York University. He continues to use his creative talents to infuse new energy into Beth Sholom’s musical 
programming.  This includes the addition of new repertoire with our very talented Ruach Singers.  

He is very actively involved with the B’nai Mitzvah students and has created a cohesive community experience through the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah family program. Cantor Moses is passionate about producing high quality musical events for Beth Sholom 
and the broader Jewish community. Cantor Moses is the immediate past-president of the Toronto Council of Hazzanim, a 
distinct honour of recognition amongst colleagues recognizing leadership qualities and service to his community.

CANTOR, BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE

SENIOR RABBI, BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE

CANTOR MENI PHILIP

Meni Philip is an Israeli film-maker. Before leaving the Israeli Haredi community at the age of 32, he was an accomplished 
recording artist and performer of popular Jewish music in the Orthodox community in Israel and around the world. Meni 
served as a chief Chazzan at Brith Olam congregation in Israel for 9 years before moving to the United States. This will be 
his sixth year leading the High Holy Day services at Beth Sholom.

Prior to becoming the Director of  SholomLearning, Alexa was Director of Youth, Young Families, and Adult Education 
at Beth Sholom Synagogue. As an experienced Jewish educator, Alexa has touched the lives of hundreds of children. 
Alexa holds degree in Religious Studies, where she specialized in Hebrew Liturgy and Jewish History, as well as a 
degree in Education, where she specialized at the Primary and Junior level (JK-Grade 6). Alexa is experienced in 
teaching children with diverse needs, including ADHD and Autism, and she is fluent in English and Hebrew. Alongside 
Rabbi Aaron Flanzraich, Alexa manages all aspects of the SholomLearning curriculum, and takes a special interest 
in working with parents and students to achieve individual learning goals. Alexa also enjoys teaching and leading 
discussion with adults and seniors at the synagogue. Alexa is happily married to her husband, Stanley, is mom to baby 
James, and she loves spending free time with her puppy, Charlie. 

ALEXA ABERGEL

GUEST CLERGY/STAFF

SAMMY MOSES

Sammy Moses is studying business at the McGill School of Management.  He is a graduate of Associated Hebrew 
Schools and CHAT (class of 2020).  Sammy has grown up at Beth Sholom, attending daily and weekly services and 
studying with his father.  Among his many roles he has led the junior minyan, taught in the Hebrew School, tutored b’nai 
mitzvah students and served as High Holiday Ba’al Shacharit.  He looks forward to continue serving the community which 
has given so much to him.

JEFF GREEN

Jeff Green has been Ba’al Koreh (Torah Reader) at Beth Sholom Synagogue since 2014. He is a graduate of CHAT and then 
spent a year in Rechovot, Israel at Yeshivat Ohr HaDarom. He also takes pride in contributing to the daily Beth Sholom 
minyan community, helping people follow the service, staying engaged with the prayers, and answering any questions he 
can.

PARNAS, BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE
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SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH
SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH

SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICES

EREV SUKKOT
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
Morning Services 8:00 am
Evening Services 7:15 pm
Candle lighting  7:01 pm

FIRST DAY SUKKOT
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2021
Morning Services 9:30 am
Evening Services 7:15 pm
Candle lighting  8:02 pm

SECOND DAY SUKKOT
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021
Morning Services 9:30 am 
Yom Tov ends  8:01 pm
Evening Services 8:10 pm

HOSHANA RABA
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021
Morning Services 8:00 am

EREV SHMINI ATZERET
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021
Candle lighting   6:48 pm
Evening Services 7:00 pm

SHMINI ATZERET
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021
Morning Services 9:30 am
Yizkor Service aprox.        10:45 am
Evening Services 7:00 pm
Candle lighting  7:50 pm

SIMCHAT TORAH
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021
Morning Services 9:30 am
Yom Tov ends  7:48 pm
Evening Services 8:00 pm

חג סכות שמח

FUN IN THE SUKKAH!
WHAT IS A LULAV & ETROG?
On Sukkot we use four kinds of plants known in Hebrew as the Arbah Minim ארבה מינים (literally, the ‘four species’). 
They represent the oneness of Israel, and the harvest. They are:

ARAVOT  - ערבות
Willows that have no fruit and no 
fragrance

LULAV - לולב
Palm branch that has no fragrance, 
but has fruit which can be eaten

ETROG - אתרוג
Citron, a fruit like a lemon, that has a 
sweet fragrance and can be eaten

HADASSIM - הדסים
Myrtles, that have a nice smell but 
cannot be eaten

The three myrtle twigs and the two willows are tied together to 
the palm branch. This bouquet is called the lulav.

ORDER YOUR LULAV & 
ETROG SET FOR $47 

DEADLINE TO ORDER: 
MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2021

To order, visit
www.bethsholom.net
New Members receive yours for free!

Service times and schedules will be emailed the week before SUKKOT.
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SUKKOT 2019

CHATTAN TORAH, KALLAT BERESHIT & 
AISHET CHAYIL

HONOURING OUR...

CHATTAN TORAH
חתן תורה

 כלה ברשית

אשת חיל

On Simchat Torah we complete and restart the yearly cycle of Torah 
readings. The Chattan Torah, literally “The Torah’s Groom”, is the one 
wedded to this auspicious moment when they read the last words of 
Moses’ Torah from Sefer Devarim, the Book of Deuteronomy.

STEVEN SKURKA

KALLAT BERESHITRANDI SKURKA

AISHET CHAYILHELENE WAHLE

“Bereshit’s Bride” or “The Bride of the Beginning”. The one 
honoured with this aliyah marks the moment of our cyclical 
“reboot” – the moment we begin again with the opening of the 
first five books of the Torah, Sefer Bereshit, the Book of Genesis.

A Women of Valour, a person of courage. This expression comes 
from the third chapter of Sefer Mishlei,  the Book of Proverbs, which 
poetically frames the courage and dedication that women bring to 
their families, homes, and communities. This award recognizes the 
persistent, and tireless dedication of those women who continue to 
redefine the strength of our Jewish life at Beth Sholom.

Join us at Simchat Torah, as it is our honour to acknowledge and thank 
STEVEN SKURKA, RANDI SKURKA and HELENE WAHLE

for their constant dedication to our congregation. 

When we joined Beth Sholom five years ago, we were welcomed with open arms into every aspect of this congregation. I feel lucky 
to have made some wonderful new friends coming to Shabbat services. It was very easy to want to give back and volunteer. When 
we received a jar of honey as a Rosh Hashana gift, I thought it could be a fabulous idea for a fundraiser.  “The rest is history.”  I’m 
proud to say that this will be our third year of honey sales. It’s been truly a sweet endeavour. I’ve also enjoyed helping with various 
Beth Sholom programs. I look forward to finding other opportunities to support Beth Sholom, as the community continues to be 
so supportive to my family & me.  Thank you for this honour.

Beth Sholom has been my family’s spiritual home for decades, thanks to our outstanding clergy, board and congregation, and it 
has been an honour and a pleasure to serve as a board member. My efforts over the last eight years have focused on Israel action, 
programming and education. From hosting Rev Meshoe of South Africa, diverse young Israelis and Muslim Canadian activists, to 
ensuring that women’s voices are heard and counted, to my new Author’s Night program, Beth Sholom has provided a welcoming 
environment for innovations and ideas that reach and benefit the wider community. I am full of gratitude for this kind recognition. 

Evenings with Steve began in an afternoon format shortly after the pandemic started. I was delighted to contribute my time to 
set up regular programs with topical subjects and fascinating guests. The program soon grew and we were joined by synagogues 
across Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal and by community organizations. Illuminating guests such as Conrad Black, Deborah 
Lipstadt and Bret Stephens were featured on the program. I was thrilled to receive feedback from members of Beth Sholom 
letting me know how much they looked forward to Evenings With Steve. It made all of the many hours preparing for the various 
programs worthwhile. I was proud to represent the synagogue.
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As we begin to return to a semblance of 
normal life, we look forward to opening 
the Kosher Food Bank at the end of the 
High Holy Days.  It seems like an excellent 
time to remind ourselves of the origin and 
importance of this worthy endeavour.
 
A LITTLE HISTORY FROM OUR FOUNDER, 
RABBI AARON FLANZRAICH
 
Judaism asks us to remember where we came 
from. Not that it means I came from New 
York, or maybe you came from Montreal, 
Calgary or Beirut. Rather Judaism asks us to 
consider something deeper of our story in 
that it tells us where you come from is not 
where you originate from. To find that one 
must hear the words: for you were slaves 
in the Land of Egypt. As the story of our 
slavery is told and re-told it is framed with an 
ethical vision to care for the needy because 
you were needy. To clothe the cold because 
you were left naked and cold. To feed the 
hungry because you were left unfed and yet 
demanded to work.

 I came to Toronto 30 years ago as the rabbi 
of the Pride of Israel Synagogue. Not long 
after I began to receive requests for funds 
to buy food. With a discretionary fund at 
my disposal, I happily gave. In time those 
few requests blossomed into a flood. Apart 
from the problem of dispersing money at 
that rate was the greater question of how 
to best leverage the funds at my disposal 
to maximum benefit. My first approach was 
to purchase gift certificates at the local 
supermarket. Which was not cost efficient. 
My next step was to establish a food bank 
where we could buy food in bulk, organize 
packages and hand them out. Twenty five 
years ago, when I came to Beth Sholom 
Synagogue the idea of the food bank was 
embraced passionately.
Sometimes tragic circumstances can find 
success. The food bank was a success in that 
it targeted what people needed.
 
Our Kosher Food Bank was one of two 
Conservative Synagogue run kosher depots 
in Toronto. Unfortunately, due to Covid-

19, the second kosher food bank had to 
close its doors last year, which leaves us 
as the only remaining kosher food bank 
servicing our area. We distribute bags of 
non-perishable kosher foods to Jewish 
families as well as to those in need from the 
surrounding community. Our Kosher Food 
Bank continues to be in high demand by 
those less fortunate. The list of families who 
need our help continues to grow and they 
look forward to our weekly food bag which 
is filled with staples for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner.
 
Donations of kosher non-perishable food 
would be greatly appreciated to supplement 
our supplies as well as any monetary 
contributions.
 
L’shana tovah u’metukah

Margaret Lindzon & Michelle Berman •
Co-Chairs, 
Beth Sholom Kosher Food Bank

KOSHER FOOD BANK
BETH SHOLOM CHESED PROGRAMS

CHE·SED •חסד
KHesed/ noun

loving kindness the attribute 
of grace, benevolence, or 

compassion

MARGARET LINDZON & MICHELLE BERMAN

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

KOSHER 
FOOD BANK

MONETARY DONATIONS
Monetary donations allow us to continue providing the staple items 
weekly to our community. Donations can be made online at 
www.bethsholom.net or by contacting the synagogue office.

KOSHER NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS
Our Food Bank is always in need of Kosher non-perishable food items. 
Most needed items are; tuna, canned veggies and fruit, tomato sauce, 
dry pasta, macaroni & cheese, cereal and soup mix.

CENTERPEICE DONATIONS
Add an element of chesed to your next simcha. Consider creating a 
centerpeice filled with items that can be donated to the Kosher Food 
Bank!

GUEST GIFT DONATIONS
In lieu of gifts towards your simcha, let your guests know they can 
make donations to the Kosher Food Bank in your honour.

Donate at www.bethsholom.net or contact info@bethsholom.net to get details on how to make your donation.
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF JEWISH PRESCHOOL

BETH SHOLOM COMMUNITY

ALISA DALY 
The Beth Sholom First Foundations 
Community Preschool was reborn in the 
spring of 2020 as a not-for- profit community-
based school. With two campuses serving 
the GTA (Cedarvale Campus based out 
of Beth Sholom Synagogue and Thornhill 
Campus in Maple) the response from our 
families and the broader community has 
been tremendous. In our first year, we have 
welcomed over 100 new families.

We like to describe ourselves using words 
from our parents: refreshing, welcoming, 
cutting-edge, and our ultimate favourite—
the Jewish preschool I wish I’d had. We 
offer a modern child-directed approach 
with therapist-led parenting workshops, 
community celebrations and tikun olam.
 
Our mission at the Beth Sholom First 
Foundations Community Preschool is to 
foster social and emotional growth through 
a unique empathetic approach. We teach 
children resiliency, independence and the 
confidence to direct their own learning 
and play. They learn to interact, move their 
bodies, connect with nature and not be 
afraid to get a little messy. 

We also know parenting isn’t easy, and 
how important it is for parents be involved 
in their child’s learning. We keep close 
regular contact with our parents and have a 
private social feed to share how learning is 

happening every day. Our therapist, Cindy 
Smolkin (a.k.a. “total lifesaver”) has been 
working with families for almost 20 years 
and offers regular parenting clinics and 
workshops with one-on-one support. 
We offer the same dedicated approach to 
our environment, our community, and even 
our meals. Like our healthy eating program 
with homemade lunches and take home 
recipes, our interactive literacy program with 
our own Larry the Lion and Wally the Whale. 
We also connect and support community 
through tikun olam and go all out with our 
holiday celebrations. Just ask our parents 
and grandparents—we love to party.

Our ground-breaking early Jewish learning 
program helps children become confident, 
independent, capable and excited about 
Judaism and Jewish learning at this very 
critical stage of child and family development. 
We bring the educational experience of 
each child to life through play-based, child-
directed, open-ended learning in modern 
educational environments with world-
class furniture and playground equipment. 
Materials and opportunities for learning are 
set up each day to enable each child to learn 
new skills and to explore their Jewish identity 
in ways that are meaningful and appealing 
to them. 

The important relationship with our partner - 
Beth Sholom Synagogue 

Our Jewish Preschool is unique in Toronto 
and the rare and essential experience that 
we are providing is critical for young Jewish 
families. Together with Beth Sholom, our 
collective goal is to invest in kids, families 
and the growth and longevity of the Jewish 
community. Our two communities are critical 
in helping each other grow and together 
our impact goes far beyond our classroom 
and synagogue walls. Over 80% of our 
graduates go on to Jewish Day School. 
We work with Beth Sholom to inspire 
young Jewish Families to choose Jewish 
education and congregational membership. 
Our partnership serves to sustain both 
organizations while we work towards the 
shared collective goal of helping young 
Jewish families foster Jewish identity and 
connect to their larger community.

For more information on our programs, 
please visit us at www.firstfoundations.ca or 
contact inquiries@firstfoundationsjcp.org.

Alisa Daly •
Executive Director,
The Beth Sholom First Foundations Jewish 
Community Preschool

PICTURES FROM THE FIRST FOUNDATIONS JEWISH COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

HOW YOU CAN HELP!
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Hopefully when you are reading this come 
late summer, the Toronto Blue Jays will be 
in the thick of it chasing a playoff spot and 
may even be back playing at Rogers Centre 
in front of fans, who finally get to enjoy this 
young and exciting team!!!  And I also hope 
that the Beth Sholom softball team will be 
gearing up for it’s playoff run, as well!!  

Yes, for those that didn’t know, we have a 
men’s softball team that has been playing 
in the Inter-Synagogue Baseball League, or 
as we like to call it the ISBL, for 35 years 
officially, and a little longer unofficially.  The 
ISBL is a league that promotes fun, fair play 
and sportsmanship in recreational baseball 
between the members of Synagogue 
Brotherhoods in the GTA.

A little over 35 years ago, a 48 year old Barry 
Freeman thought that getting a group of 
guys together to play some baseball would 
be great to build some community among 
Beth Sholom members and with members 
of other synagogues as well.  Barry started 
out small, recruiting synagogues like Beth 
Tzedec and Beth Tikvah, among others, 
and played at local fields such as the one 
behind the Cedarvale public school.  The 
ISBL league eventually grew to include over 
12 teams of various Conservative and Reform 
Synagogues located all over the GTA.

Players on those early Beth Sholom teams 
that played with Barry include Jack Herson, 
Geary Shorser, Jerry Sand, Jeremy Goldman, 
Barry Fleisher, Carl Winer, Dani Nadler, 
Howard Warren, Ray Sugar, Alan Zelunka, 
Brian Borts, Tom Kolin, Jason Manso, and 
Michael Shames, Danny Freeman, David 
Herson, among many others.

BROTHERHOOD BASEBALL
BETH SHOLOM COMMUNITY

JOSH EPSTEIN

Barry also captained the team and played for 
Beth Sholom for over 25 years, which is one 
of the great things about our league, as we 
have had players of all ages from 18 into their 
80s. Barry got to play with his kids, which is 
how I joined the team when I met his son Dan 
Freeman in the early 1990s. I have played in 
just about every season since then. 

Barry was honoured during the 30th anniversary 
ISBL year end banquet when he was selected 
to the ISBL Hall of Fame. The league also 
named the playoffs division after him as the 
Freeman Division, where the top 8 teams 
during the regular season play for the annual 
championship and trophy, a trophy that Barry 
donated to the  league.

The ISBL and Beth Sholom team is still going 
strong and I am proud that we were able 
to forget about the pandemic for a little bit 
during the summer of 2020 and 2021 and 
field a team to play, although with all the 
necessary precautions including playing with 
masks and a lot of sanitizer, along with some 
modified rules. But we have not missed a 
season in over 35 years!

Josh Epstein •

If you would like to join Beth Sholom’s 
Baseball team, please send an email to  
joshmepstein@gmail.com.
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ADULT EDUCATION
David & Lorraine Berk
Marvin & Sandi Bernstein
Allan & Bayla Cheskes
Errol Nezon & Rhonda Dick
Michael & Jayne Elman
Barry & Nancy Freeman
Abe & Janice Glowinsky
Steven & Marsha Goldenberg
Anita & Jack Goren
Jimmy Gross
Barbara Grossman
Tom & Rita Kolin
Gord & Debbie Krofchick
Irving & Esther Kulik
Sandi Leibovici
Jeffrey & Michelle Levine
Margaret & Andrew Lindzon
Barry & Gayla Litowitz
David Krieger & Tania Little
Ian Freedman & Shelly Markel
Doreen Menaker
Steven & Michelle Millman
Gary & Karen Posner
Nathan & Rhonda Rapoport
Hershel & Dana Sahian
Ian Shore & Lorynne Schreiber
Susan Shames
Faith & Mitchell Sherman
Linda Spiegel & Murray Teitel
Helene Wahle
Geoffrey & Michelle Zaldin

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
Marshall & Sandra Folk
Jerry & Naomi Goldenberg
Ilana Zeidel-Holland & David Holland

Philip & Sherri Lieberman
Sharon & Fred Platt
Barry Pearl & Beverlee Searle
Helene Wahle
James & Lauren Wise

GENERAL DONATIONS
Stephen Kahn & Phyllis Glanc
Jerry & Naomi Goldenberg
Edwin & Deanna Peranson
Arthur & Margaret Shiff
Somerset Flowers & Gifts

KOSHER FOOD BANK
Jacqueline & Joseph Alloul
Arnold Smith & Francie Bay-Smith
Allon Watkin & Claire Donati
Marta Eiver
Harvey & Bonnie Horowitz
Gord & Debbie Krofchick
Barry & Gayla Litowitz
Doreen Menaker
Susan Shames
Al Tanenbaum
Marilyn Tevelowitz Wetston

MINYAN FUND
Howard & Marsha Halpern
Helene Wahle

OUT OF THE COLD
Joel Steinman & Victoria Apanovich
Charles Granek & Andrea Aster
Kurt & Shirley Herzstein
Ilana Zeidel-Holland & David Holland

Harvey & Bonnie Horowitz
Annette Latchman
Gary & Karen Posner
Susan Shames

PEACE OF MIND
Marshall & Sandra Folk

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Shirley Abramsky
Rebecca Cash & David Altshuller
Ilana Zeidel-Holland & David Holland
David & Elizabeth Kaufman
Sharon & Fred Platt
Barry Pearl & Beverlee Searle
Martin & Barbara Sversky
James & Lauren Wise
Larry & Robbin Yunger

SHABBAT BROCHURE 
SPONSORSHIP
Sharon & Fred Platt

SIDDUR HADASH 
DEDICATION
Jerry & Naomi Goldenberg
Warren & Debbie Kimel

Due to deadline constraints, not all donations will appear in this issue. Donations made between April 10 - July 5, 2021 are listed above. 
If you have been inadvertently omitted, we apologize. Please let us know and we will include your name in our next bulletin. 

A SINCERE THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE MEMBERS WHO HAVE MADE A DONATION TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS OR WHO HAVE 
SPONSORED THE FOLLOWING OCCASIONS IN HONOUR OF A SIMCHA OR IN HONOUR OR MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE.

DONATIONS
BETH SHOLOM COMMUNITY
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RECEIVE BEREAVEMENT NOTIFICATIONS

A bereavement notification email is sent when a member or a relative of a member passes away.
If you would like to receive this information, please e-mail vered@bethsholom.net 

and she will ensure that you are opted in to receive this email. 

BEREAVEMENTS
WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES OF THE LATE:

Elayne Elyz”l, beloved sister-in-law of Karen & Seymour Pomotov, and dear aunt of Marla Ingles, Jordana Greenspoon, and Lori 
Gudofsky.

Susan Feldz”l, cousin of Linda & Paul Hechtz”l, and Jeffrey & Danielle Hecht. 

Edwin FIshmanz”l, dear husband of Elinor Fishmanz”l, and Rhoda Fishmanz”l, beloved father & father-in-law of Helene Wahle & Elliott 
Wahlez”l, Susan & Michael, and Scott & Terri, and adored grandfather & great-grandfather of Melissa & Aaron Komlos, and Elyse Wahle, 
and many others.

Eve Goodmanz”l, adoring wife of Henry Goodmanz”l, loving mother & mother-in-law of Michael & Wendy Goodman, Jeffz”l & Sindy 
Goodman, Randy & Shelley Goodman, proud grandmother of Emily & Jordan, David & Jessica, Jamie, Richard, Nicole, Sara, Adam, and 
Ryan, loving great-grandmother of Ben, Leo, Jack, and Charlie, and dear sister of Ruth Nichols, Anne Weismanz”l, and Sam Nicholsz”l. 

Carol Kaufmanz”l, beloved wife of Nathan Kaufman, loving mother & mother-in-law of Joy Kaufman & J. Edward Antecol, and David 
& Lisa Kaufman, proud grandmother of Morgan, Jake, and Harrison, and sister & sister-in-law of Sheila & Gerald Ziedenberg, and 
Cecile Stein. 

Esther Kirshenblattz”l, loving wife of Louis Kirshenblattz”l, cherished mother & mother-in-law of Steven & Fern Kirshenblatt, Brian & Ellen, 
Elliot & Perri, and Ricky & Barbara, devoted grandmother of Benji & Kiera, Stacey & Josh, Ari & Daphne, and adored great-grandmother 
by all her great-grandchildren. 

Goldie Konopnyz”l, dear wife of Harold Konopnyz”l, beloved mother of Shane & Eti, Motek & Jennifer, and Gregory & Alana Konopny, 
adored grandmother of Ryan, Alexis, Coral, Ariel, Eitan, Jake, Matt, Alexander, and Georgia, and in-law of Ricky & Linda Schwartz. 

Freda Raberz”l, beloved wife of Bernard Raberz”l, devoted mother & mother-in-law of Marilyn & Robert Burke, Lorraine & Mark Stillman, 
and Steven & Leigh Raber, cherished grandmother of Jessica & Daniel Browman, Shaun & Nicole Burke, Jay & Sara Burke, Pam & Jordy 
Mecklinger, Sheri & Chad Finkelstein, Benjamin and Richard Raber, and loving great-grandmother of Layla, Jake, Bree, Bo, Remi, Hayley, 
Brandon, Sophie, and Charlie. 

David Reiffz”l, loving husband of Gail Reiff, caring son of Rena & Freddy Reiffz”l, devoted father & father-in-law of Gavin & Mara Reiff, and 
Craig & Joelle Reiff, proud grandfather of Ethan and Adelaide, and Levi and Charlotte, dear brother & brother-in-law of Leora & Marc, 
and Hylton, and brother-in-law of Jason & Joy, and Cheryl & Jeffrey. 

Beatrice Sandorz”l, beloved wife of Marvin Sandorz”l, loving mother & mother-in-law of Douglas & Bette Ann Sandor, Gary & Elaine 
Sandor, loving grandmother of Benjamin & Nikki Sandor, Ryla Sandor & Matthew Birnbaum, and Michelle Sandor, and devoted great-
grandmother of Hannah, Elliott, Blake and Madison. 

Harry Templez”l, beloved husband of Frances Temple, loving father & father-in-law of Neal & Janet Temple, Bryan & Jayne Temple, and 
Robin Cooper & Solomon Mathalon, dear brother & brother-in-law of Celia Rotstein & Dr. Murray Rotsteinz”l, Edith & Lou Stillmanz”l, 
and Beverley & Saul Isenberg, special cousin to Estelle and Josh Grader, devoted Zaidy of Andrea & Jacky, Jessica & Adam, Cara & 
David, Erin & Ben, Kevin & Amy, Stephen, Daniel & Tara, Ashley & Alex, and Jaclyn & Shawn. 

Stanley Tillz”l, loving and caring husband of Annette Till, devoted father & father-in-law of Steve Till & Pauline Abbott-Till, Larry Till 
& Diane Wise, and Debbi Till, trusted brother & brother-in-law of Robert & Dorothy Till, and proud grandfather of Jamie, Josh, Abby, 
Shayna, Zachary, Ariel and Jordan. 

Henry Yanowskiz”l, beloved husband of Elisabeth Yanowskiz”l, loving father & father-in-law of David & Deborah Yanowski, and Robert 
& Terry Yanowski, dear brother of Maurice Yanowskiz”l, and Ruchala Pitkiewicz, and devoted Papa Henry of Daniel, Jacob, Cara, Cade, and 
Jamie. 

Erin Yungerz”l, beloved daughter of Robbin & Larry Yunger, dear sister & sister-in law of Matthew & Blair Yunger, loved granddaughter 
of Elaine & Don Charness, and Maryla Yunger & Joseph Yungerz”l, beloved niece of Rita & Richard Linder, and Mitchell Charness and 
Janice Palmer, and a dear cousin & friend to many. 

BETH SHOLOM FAMILY
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SEPTEMBER
Joseph Freedman & Harriet Feinstein 
Barry & Renee Seigel

OCTOBER
Lawrence Moskovic & Lisa Brownstein 
David Lester & Liane Cutler 
Ted & Myra Richmond
Michael & Judi Shekter
Benjamin & Karen Springer

NOVEMBER
Mark & Frances Altow
Ted & Jackie Florence
Richard Farb & Gayle Greenbaum
Michael & Lori Kline
Paul & Sharron Lungen
Michael Bensky & Gail Sussman

ANNIVERSARIES
MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:

BETH SHOLOM COMMUNITY

BIRTHDAYS
MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS:

SEPTEMBER
Raymond Altman
Michelle Barclay
Andrew  Bernstein
Henry Campbell
Phyllis Chapnik
Fradell Epstein
Brian Furman
Norman Glowinsky
Ron Gordon
Robert Grossman
Stephanie Karasick
Carolyn Katz
Nathan Kaufman
Danya Ossip-Richmor
Eve Pascoe
Donald Pearlston
Freema Pellman
Ruth Reisman

Estelle Richmond
Kay Rothman
Celia Rumm
Wendy Shapira
Gerald Shessel
Tillie Spears
Toby Starr

OCTOBER
Marci Barkin
Michael  Bensky
Julius Diamond
Merle Fishman
Andrea Goldstein
Daniel Goodwill
Marvin Gorodensky
Molline Green

Jason Katz
Howard Kirsh
Michael Kline
Pearl Newman
Sandra Parl
Ida Racko
Illona Rappaport
Irma Robinson
Hannah Rosen
Laury Snow
Francine Taras
Merril Weisfeld

NOVEMBER
Rosa Bergman
Franceen Bernstein
Mitchell Brown

Shirley Caplan
Maxine Dinoff
George Goldlist
Joyce Jacobs
Michael Langer
Barry Litowitz
Myra Richmond
Sharon Rothblott
Gerry Rowan
Renee Seigel
Ann Shienfield
Eva Taft
Andrea Train
Harry Weinstein
Robbin Yunger

NEW MEMBERS
WE ARE PLEASED TO EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS:

Tammy Anklewicz
Waleska Ivonne Mayah Lopez Bahr

David & Jennie Kelman 
Ronit Novak

Paul Pellman
Stacey Farber & David Posner
Allan Kaufman & Vicki Sterling

If you have been inadvertently omitted from the list above, we apologize. Please let us know and we will include your name in our next bulletin. 

Milestones birthdays are those that mark a big birthday year. The names mentioned above are members who are turning 50, 60, 70, 75, 80, 85, 90 and everyone over 90 years of age.

The names mentioned above are members who will be celebrating their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th, and 70th wedding anniversaries.
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BETH SHOLOM FAMILY

MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING 
BAR & BAT MITZVAHS
Mentioned below are names of siblings, parents and grandparents 
of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah boy/girl for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs that took/
will be taking place in June, July & August 2021. The full 
Mazel Tov can be found in the weekly bulletin preceeding the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah date. Member names are mentioned in bold.

To David Altshuller & Rebecca Cash, on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Ezra, brother of Maya & Zev. Excited grandparents are 
Elaine Altshuller, and Ted & Cheryl Cash. Fondly remembered is 
Bernard Altshullerz”l.

To Courtney & Warren Fireman, on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Brandon, dear brother of Lisa & Ally. Excited grandparents 
are Lillian & Norman Glowinsky, Anna & Sid Fireman, and Mel 
Brown & Caren Ruby. Fondly remembered is Lisa Brownz”l.

To Ron & Vanessa Kimel, on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Manu. 
Excited grandparents are Candice Kimel, and Josette LaPerriere. 
Fondly remembered are Eva Kimelz”l, Manny Kimelz”l, and 
Pierette & Oreste LaPerrierez”l. 

To Jennifer & Michael Kipper on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter, Naomi.

To Lillian Sversky & Steven Little, on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Zac, dear brother of Matthew & Marly. Excited 
grandparents are Martin & Barbara Sversky, and Bernie & Bev 
Little.

To Barry Pearl & Beverlee Searle on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Matthew. Excited grandparents are Minnie Pearl, and Betty 
& Sam Searle. Fondly remembered are Louis Pearlz”l, and Jack 
Pressmanz”l.

To Harris Krofchick & Michelle Tobin on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son Cooper Samuel, brother of Sydney and Miller. Grandparents 
are Gordon & Deborah Krofchick, and Victoria Tobin.

To Jeffrey & Elissa Weinberg, on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Joshua, dear brother of Jessica & Jonah. Excited grandparents 
are Haron & Bunny Ezer, and Mark Weinberg. Fondly 
remembered is Sara Weinbergz”l.

MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING 
ENGAGEMENT
To  Ron  & Cyndy Rosenthal  on the engagement of their son, 
Myles Rosenthal to Dana Krisenfeld, daughter of Dalia & Phil 
Krisenfeld of Hamilton. 

MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING 
MARRIAGES
To Steven & Fern Kirshenblatt on the marriage of their 
daughter, Stacey to Joshua Singer, son of Michael Singer, and 
Sandra Singer-Tabachnek & Art Tabachnek. Proud grandparents 
are Henry & Sylvia Banackz”l, and Lou & Esther Kirshenblattz”l. 

To Cheryle Rosenberg and Howard Rosenberg on the marriage 
of their daughter, Marisa to Shane Edson, son of Mark Edsonz”l, 
and Cathy Edson Frauts & Timothy Frauts. Proud grandparents 
are Marjorie Frimeth, Ralph Edson, and Dorothy & Roy Mingay. 
Fondly remembered are Mervyn Frimethz”l, Belle Rosenbergz”l, 
Bernice Edsonz”l, and Clint Orpwoodz”l.

To Cory Sherman & Francine Taras on the marriage of their son, 
Eric Sherman to Madison Falus, daughter of Patti Falus & David 
Falus. Proud grandparents are Elca Taras, Anita Sherman, Tom & 
Marilyn Falus, and Yolande & Morris Herman. Fondly remembered 
are Tom Tarasz”l, and Jerry Shermanz”l.

MAZEL TOV ON THE FOLLOWING 
BIRTHS
To Sam & Carly Hollend on the birth of their son, Ezra Philip 
Hollend.  Excited grandparents are Mark & Shelley Diamond, 
and Ellen & Laury Hollend. Proud great-grandparents are Melitta 
Lever, and Cecile & David Steinberg. Fondly remembered are 
Maurice Leverz”l, and Anna & Philip Hollendz”l.

To Larry Rich & Wendy Lavine on the birth of their great-
granddaughter Rivka Chaya Rich. Proud parents are Yitzchok 
Elchonon & Racheli Rich of Scranton. Proud grandparents are 
Rabbi Yaakov & Susan Rich, and Eli & Avigal Teichman. Excited 
great-great-grandmother Rose Lavine. Fondly remembered 
Rosalie Richz”l, Harold & Irene Linderz”l, Harry & Lillian Barkinz”l, 
Sam & Eva Richz”l, and Rose Richz”l.

To Jessica & Perry Libfeld on the birth of their son, Jack. Proud 
grandparents are Nancy & Mark Libfeld, and Joyce Bennett 
& Matt Rose. Excited great-grandparents are Laurette Shenton, 
Lorraine Libfeld, and Gilda Bennett. Fondly remembered are 
George Shentonz”l, Ted Libfeldz”l, Edward Bennettz”l, and Rose & 
Hyman Rosenz”l.

To Callie Wexler & Andrew Shopsowitz on the birth of their 
daughter, Daisy Eden. Proud grandparents are Nancy & Neil 
Shopsowitz, Risa Goldenberg Wexler & Irwin Leiberman. 
Greatly missed is her grandpa Ian Wexlerz”l. Excited great-
grandparents are Naomi & Gerald Goldenberg.

FAMILY NEWS
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SIX FEET APART 
BUT CLOSER 
THAN EVER

Canadian.
Jewish.
Advocacy.

5781 has been a challenging year for the Jewish people. 
A community that cherishes togetherness was isolated 
by the pandemic. A people who seeks peace faced 
terror and war in Israel.  

As we write, it appears the havoc of the pandemic is 
abating. The ways in which we adapted to restricted 
celebration of simchas and grieving of loss seem to be 
ending. We can once again embrace friends and family 
in joy and in consolation. 

However, the gathering clouds of antisemitism show 
no signs of parting. Sparked by the conflict between 
Israel and Hamas last spring, the shocking spike in 
antisemitism in Canada and around the world has 
alarmed our community.  

Online, our children and grandchildren have witnessed 
a flood of misleading - and often blatantly antisemitic - 
content demonizing Jews and our connection to the land 
and people of Israel. This toxic propaganda has seeped 
into schools, workplaces, and civil society, causing grave 
concern about the place of Jews in our city, province, 
and country, and stoking fears that Canada could, in the 
not-too-distant future, resemble France, where Jewish 
life is increasingly hidden. 

Those who seek to demonize and, through BDS and 
other forms of advocacy, ultimately dismantle the 
Jewish State are becoming bolder and more aggressive, 
letting the veil slip on the false distinction between anti-
Zionism and antisemitism, with some seeking openly to 
undermine our unqualified right as Jewish Canadians to 
be accepted as equals in Canadian politics, democracy, 
and civil society. The fight against the anti-Israel agenda 
is a fight to preserve the future of the Canadian Jewish 
community. 
 
The good news is that the Jewish people are resilient. 
We have survived immeasurable challenges, and we will 
overcome this one as well. Our strength resides in our 
ability to come together in moments like these, united in 
our hope for the future.  

Over recent months, tens of thousands joined CIJA in 
asking the government to take meaningful actions to 
combat antisemitism, leading to a National Summit 
on Antisemitism held in July. Through UJA Federation 
of Greater Toronto, our community raised more than 
$1M to support the people of Israel, as more than 4,000 
missiles from Gaza rained down on Israeli towns and 
cities. 

As we welcome a new year, we must renew our 
commitment to take meaningful action together. 
Combating antisemitism and hate is not only 
for advocacy groups and the government. From 
volunteering with UJA Genesis (ujagenesis.com/contact-
us), to writing to your local MP or media outlet, to 
joining CIJA’s campaign at fightit.ca, each of us has a role 
to play in ensuring the fabric of our society is not torn 
by those who seek to marginalize, exclude, or harm us.  

Toronto is one of the greatest cities in the world in 
which to be Jewish. In the year ahead we must work 
to preserve and protect this and ensure antisemitism 
is addressed head-on. We must come together as a 
community, united in our resolve and in our pride of 
who we are, to fight for our rightful place in society.  

May we all be inscribed and sealed for a good 
year.  L’Shana Tova!  

This has been a challenging year.

Barbara Bank 
Chair, CIJA Toronto Council 

Noah Shack
Vice President, GTA, CIJA 




