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Valley Outreach Synagogue (VOS) was 
founded in 1986, with a specific and 
unique mission among Los Angeles Jewish 
institutions. It was to open a wide and 
welcoming door to Jewish life. 

Our founding spiritual leader, Rabbi 
Richard Schachet, of blessed memory, 
wanted to create a synagogue that would 
serve all who wished to participate, 
regardless of their Jewish knowledge and 
experience, their sexual orientation or 
their ability to afford, what he believed, 
was essential for good living and for a 
better society.

In 2017 VOS opened a beautiful Synagogue 
and Center for Jewish Life in Calabasas. 
Our center is home to services, classes, 
social gatherings, and it can be home to 
your next celebration or business event. 
Welcome in!

From Rabbi Li-Paz
We are days away from the New Year and that means services at Shepherd, VOS 
and Zuma Beach, as well as a host of new offerings for the community that com-
mence in the coming weeks and months.

You’ll see a colorful flyer (look for the flowers) in this month’s Outreach. I urge 
you to view it as a menu. You can select the ways in which you want to grow with 
us in the New Year. I am certain that there is something for everyone and hope 
that you will make the most of this year at VOS. 

I want to draw your attention to one particular item on the flyer which is the 
launch of our Center for Mental Well-Being. Our aim is to offer unprecedented 
and much needed support to the entire community through this new venture. 
We’ll start modestly, first gathering a lot of professional advice on the center’s 
design and function and then we’ll begin to offer limited services that will expand 
in the years ahead. We hope to make a positive difference in all of our lives 
through this new venture. Please stay tuned to our email messages for updates.

While the attention is on what is coming in the year 5784, I want to draw your 
attention to the present, Elul, the final month of the year 5783. This is a time for 
deep reflection and meaningful conversation with ourselves, our loved ones and 
with our Creator. The rabbis give us the sense that God is near to us in Elul, with 
an image of intimacy that can enable us to open our hearts, to literally come 
clean and to prepare ourselves for the blessing of Rosh Hashanah. I invite you to 
reach out to me and to our new Director of Lifelong Learning, Sharone Weizman, 
if we can assist you in any aspect of this beautiful and important spiritual work.

L’shanah tovah tikatevu – May you be written into the 
Book of Life for a year of goodness – 
abundant blessings given and received.

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz



Anne Sperling, 
VP Membership

The VOS Membership Team
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Shalom to all members and friends of 
VOS! 

As the High Holy Days approach, the 
VOS Membership Team is eagerly an-
ticipating gathering together with all of 
you. These sacred days provide a time 
for reflection, renewal and connection 
within our community.

We invite you to visit the various tables 
in the foyer of Shepherd Church during 
the High Holy Day services. Our team 
will be providing information about 
upcoming events, educational pro-
grams and various opportunities for 
engagement, such as joining a study 
group or attending a cultural event.  
We have something for everyone. 

Additionally, we encourage you to 
sign up for our Friendship Connection 
activities. These activities are designed 
to foster meaningful connections 
within our community. Whether it’s a 
cofee meetup, a book club, a volunteer 
project, a Shabbat dinner or joining a 
Chavurah, The Friendship Connection 
offers a chance to build relationships 
and create lasting bonds. 

The High Holy Days are not only a time 
for personal introspection but also an 
opportunity to strengthen our com-
munity ties. We look forward to con-
necting with you in the foyer at High 
Holy Day services, and engaging with 
you throughout the year. Wishing you 
meaningful and transformative High 
Holy Days. L’shanah tovah!

VOS President’s Message

Bill LaVere, 
VOS President

Summer is almost over, and the High Holy Days will be here in a few short 
weeks. To ensure you are able to participate in the many activities our synagogue 
has to offer, renew your VOS membership today. Contact the VOS office if you 
require assistance with your membership renewal.

We will again be celebrating the High Holy Days together at Shepherd Church in 
Porter Ranch. Everyone will need a ticket to enter each service. For those who 
renewed their membership or purchased tickets by the deadline, those tickets 
will be mailed Tuesday, September 5. There will be a “Will Call” desk at Shepherd 
Church where you can pick up your prepaid tickets if you missed the deadline. 

For those VOS members 
who will be unable to join 
us in person, we will provide 
a livestream link with your 
membership renewal. 
This link will be for VOS 
members only.

I look forward to seeing all 
of you at services.



Bonita Kraft in honor of Hallie Kraft
Larry and Sheila Zolkewitz, in honor of Annie Sperling’s conversion
Doreen Kates, in honor of Mickey’s birthday and Annie Sperling’s conversion
Rachel Sylvers, in honor of Mickey’ Bilsky’s birthday and Annie Sperling’s conversion
Al and Barbara Swedelson, in honor of Annie Sperling’s conversion
Karen Block and Steve Clayton, in honor of Annie Sperling’s conversion
Howard Liebeskind, in honor of Arthur Berrick’s birthday
Barbara Barackman, in honor of Karen Jacobs and Hallie Kraft special birthdays
Carol Bloom, in honor of Simone Brandt’s brother, Sheldon Gold
Sharon Fine, for being called up to the Bima for my 85th birthday
Barry and Emily Kaplan, in memory of Ruth Lorraine Bail, Fred Nagel, Morris Nagel
Dan and Carla Adivi
Janis and Bob Andres
Eddie and Jane Lorin
Michael Magasinn
Steve and Sherri Raft
Michael and Geri Schwartz

TRIBUTES
From Doreen Kates to Mickey Bilsky, Happy Special Birthday
To Simone Brandt, In memory of your brother Sheldon
To Lyle and David Glazer, In memory of Lyle’s mother, Sally
From Dianna Rice to Anne Sperling, Congratulations on your conversion
From Eileen & Al Franco to Marilyn Ross, In memory of Myron Ross

Mitzvah Donations & Tributes
A Mitzvah Donation or a Tribute can be made at anytime to honor an event, or a spe-
cial time in one’s life. Go to the “Giving” menu on www.vosla.org to see how you can 
make a donation, or contact the VOS Office at 818-882-4867 for more information.

MITZVAH DONATIONS

The VOS Mitzvah Committee

Jay Stein, 
VP Mitzvah

Recently, Rabbi Li-Paz eloquently spoke 
about loneliness. As we enter the 
month of Elul, the final month of the 
Hebrew calendar, it is a time of intro-
spection and prayer. In moments of 
self-introspection, I see our country ex-
periencing another type of epidemic—
loneliness. Loneliness greatly affects 
both our physical and spiritual health.

As V.P. of Mitzvah for VOS, it is my goal, 
and the goal of the Mitzvah Com-
mittee, to ensure that no one in our 
synagogue, or the greater community, is 
lonely or unconnected. Let’s challenge 
ourselves, especially at this holy time 
of year, to reach out at least once a day 

to connect to another person. A phone 
call, a visit or an embrace as we greet 
one another at services or synagogue 
events can mean so much to someone 
experiencing loneliness.

I look forward to seeing all of you in 
person at services. Please reach out to 
me or to one of our Mitzvah Commit-
tee members, if you have a need, or 
would like to share a new idea. I would 
be honored to discuss that with you.

Happy New Year 5784 to all of you. 
May it be a year of health and spiritual 
fulfillment.

Let’s challenge ourselves, 
especially at this holy time 
of year, to reach out at 
least once a day to connect 
to another person.
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Rabbi-in Residence 
Lecture Series

The Rabbi-In-Residence Lecture Series has been providing 
inspiring and insightful presentations from some of America’s 
finest rabbis. 

The series will pause during the High Holy Days, and will re-
sume January 2024; however, we are in need of sponsorship. 
If you would like to sponsor a rabbi to continue bringing 
these informative lectures to VOS, please contact Wendy 
Levenson at wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

NEW! VOS Singles 55+
VOS is launching a new group for singles 55+ to enjoy outings and activities  
together, such as going to restaurants, movies, the theater, parties, hikes, and  
Shabbat dinners. Meet new people and create new, meaningful relationships. 

The first event will be a Potluck Shabbat Dinner at VOS on Friday, September 8,  
at 6:00 p.m. There is no charge for this event and it is open to everyone. Bring your 
friends and join us after dinner for the Shabbat service. For questions or to volun-
teer to help, contact Wendy Levenson at wendylev@sbcglobal.net or 310-985-4285. 
We look forward to seeing you on September 8.

Journey back in time to Broadway’s 
early years, full of roof garden theaters, 
tap shoes and theatrical con-artists. 
Learn the true difference between a 
Broadway theater and an Off-Broad-
way theater and revel in the secrets 
hidden in plain sight in some of Broad-
way’s most famous theaters. Discover 
how a show is created from the first 
rehearsal to opening night and all of 
the craziness in between. 

This behind-the-scenes look at Broad-
way in a live, interactive experience will 
be led by Broadway Up Close expert, 
Tim Dolan. We will also explore what 
still may be lurking in the backstage 

VOS Arts & Culture Event:
Broadway’s Beginnings

9/7 
Men’s Club 

Monthly Meeting

9/8
VOS Singles Event 55+ 

Potluck Shabbat Dinner

VOS Shabbat Service

JEMS Slice of Shabbat

9/15-16 
Rosh Hashanah Services

9/24-25 
Yom Kippur Services

10/1
Broadway’s Beginnings

10/5 
Sisterhood Meeting 

on Zoom

10/22 
Men’s Club  

Dinner & Auction

11/5
VOS Play Date

1/2024
Rabbi-in-Residence 

Series Returns

What’s Ahead

shadows with a few unbelievable ghost 
stories. With rarely seen photographs 
and videos from years of research, 
Broadway’s past and present will 
emerge before our eyes.

Join us on Sunday, October 1 at 4:00 
p.m. on Zoom for an exciting and 
insightful afternoon. To register, use 
the link https://www.vosla.org/form/
Broadway-Beginnings.

For questions or to donate to the  
VOS Arts and Culture Program,  
contact Wendy Levenson at 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net 
or 310-985-4285.

Sunday in the Afternoon with 
Groucho, Gerald Sternbach 

& Frank Ferrante

December 10, 2:00 p.m.
Rain or Shine! 

See flyer for details.

RESCHEDULED
VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT
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Wendy Levenson, 
VP Religious 
Practices



The VOS Fundraising Team

November 5, 2023 
VOS Play Day

SAVE 
the 

DATE
Denise Horowitz,
VP Fundraising

Rosh Hashanah is the perfect time to renew your commitment 
to building a better world. High Holy Day services may inspire 
you to be an active member of VOS. As we usher in a sweet 
new year together, and reflect upon the past year, enjoy every 
moment and embrace the time with your loved ones.

Mark your calendar for November 5, 2023 for VOS Play Day. 
Games, a good meal and lots of laughter will help raise funds 
for our synagogue. Keep an eye out for more information.

May this coming year be a year of good health and enjoyment 
for everyone.

Shana Tovah! At the beginning of a 
new year, it is customary to make a 
pledge to do mitzvot. There are many 
opportunities within our synagogue 
to become involved. Joining the Be-
reavement Committee is one of those 
opportunities. What a great feeling 
and an honor it is to support those 
needing a helping hand during the loss 
of a loved one. And, we are always 
ready to welcome new committee 
members. If you are considering joining 
the Bereavement Committee, contact 
Marlene Frierson at mmarni@juno.com.
 
I am looking forward to attending the 
upcoming High Holy Day services. 
The music, Torah readings, singing and 
Rabbi Li-Paz’s inspirational words and 
sermon bring our community togeth-
er as we celebrate the traditions and 
significance of the High Holy Days. May 
it be a sweet, healthy and Happy New 
Year 5784 for everyone.

We have all felt alone, and often iso-
lated from the world, when we are ill 
or when suffering a devastating loss in 
our lives. As a VOS family member, the 
Sunshine Committee makes a promise 
to you that you will never be alone or 
forgotten.

The Sunshine Committee volunteers 
regularly send “Thinking of You”, “Get 
Well” and “Sympathy“ cards to mem-
bers during difficult times. The com-
mittee makes phone calls, a house call, 
or a visit to a recovery facility to check 
in and make sure all is well. At the 
direction of our clergy, committee vol-
unteers are standing by to ensure that 
no VOS member is isolated or alone 
during stressful periods in their lives.

Thank you to our Sunshine Committee 
volunteers for their tireless efforts to 
support the good health and well-be-
ing of our VOS family.

Sue and Harvey Magidow, 
Co-Chairs

VOS Sunshine Committee

Sunshine 
Committee

Bereavement  
Committee

Marlene Frierson, 
Bereavement Chairperson

VOS Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m.
&

JEMS Family Service 
“A Slice of Shabbat” 

outside VOS, 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Service 
Friday, 9/8

ELUL 
Preparing our 

Hearts and Souls for 
the High Holy Days
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Barbara Barackman, 
VOS Sisterhood 
President 

VOS Sisterhood gath-
ered at the Skirball 
Cultural Center to see 
Blacklist: The Holly-
wood Red Scare. This 
very interesting and 
informative exhibit, 
covered “the history 
and impact of the 
Hollywood Red Scare 
and its contemporary 
implications for civil liberties, propa-
ganda, and shifting definitions of Amer-
ican patriotism.” (quote from Skirball 
website). This exhibit closes September 
3, 2023.

Please note that Sisterhood’s Sep-
tember 7 meeting at VOS has been 
canceled. However, we will meet via 
Zoom on Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 
p.m. Joining us will be special guest 
speaker, Stephen Getzoff, (Barbara 
Huff’s brother) who specializes in fraud 
detection and scams. He will answer 
questions regarding recent scams and 
how to best protect yourself from this 
type of fraud.

VOS Sisterhood
The VOS Men’s Club is dedicated to 
the camaraderie of great men, the sup-
port of our synagogue, the exchange 
of life experience and, occasionally, 
good jokes! 

The Men’s Club meets on the first 
Thursday of each month. We provide 
a free dinner, beginning at 5:45 p.m., 
followed by a meeting at 6:30 p.m.  
Our next meeting is September 7, 2023. 
Contact Bob Brandt for additional 
details at 818-535-0067.

The VOS Men’s Club Annual Dinner 
and Auction will be held on Sunday, 
October 22, 2023. Our gathering begins 
at 5:00 p.m. at Rosie’s BBQ and Grillery 
on Corbin Avenue in Northridge. The 
buffet style dinner includes soft drinks, 
salad and dessert. This event supports 
our synagogue. The cost is $35 per per-
son. To purchase your ticket, contact 
Bob Brandt at 818-535-0067 or Harvey 
D. Rose at 323-940-8881.

VOS Men’s Club

There are plans being made for a tour 
of Union Station Los Angeles, on Sat-
urday, October 14. As soon as we have 
confirmation for this activity, we will 
let you know. Please save that date on 
your calendar. For further information, 
contact Barbara Barackman at 
818-497-4969 or email at
bb.elvis68@gmail.com.

I am pleased to announce that the VOS 
Board approved a $200 donation to the 
American Red Cross for the Maui fire 
relief fund on behalf of VOS Sister-
hood. Thank you to everyone who 
donated. I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone at High Holy Day Services.

VOS Sisterhood members at the Skriball Cultural Center.

Buy your tickets today! 
VOS Men’s Club Annual 

Dinner and Auction 
October 22
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With the arrival of Tishrei and the 
much-anticipated High Holidays, a 
sense of wonder fills the air. Just as 
these days mark a period of introspec-
tion and reverence known as the Days 
of Awe or Yamim Noraim, our students 
are gearing up for their own significant 
journey – the start of a new school 
year. As the excitement mingles with a 
touch of apprehension, we at JEWELS 
understand the significance of this mo-
ment and embrace the trust you place 
in us. We hold a deep sense of respon-
sibility to create an environment that 
is safe, inviting, and filled with positive 
encounters for every student. 

We are delighted to introduce 
the talented new members of 
our JEMS faculty. Each brings 
their unique expertise and 
passion to our educational 
community. We encourage 
you to read their heartfelt 
welcome letters, which 
reflect their commitment 
to fostering a love for learn-
ing and a strong connection 
to Jewish values. Alongside 
our dedicated and dynamic 
team of educators, they aim 
to surpass expectations and 
provide an enriching Jewish 
educational experience for 
every child. 

In our pursuit of excellence, 
we have dedicated ourselves to up-
dating our curriculum and programs, 
ensuring that we offer the most 
innovative and enriching opportuni-
ties for our students and families. The 
JEWELS educational program remains 

Sharone Weizman, M.Ed., VOS JEWELS 
Director of Lifelong Learning

at the forefront of Jewish education, 
thanks to our emphasis on our home 
and VOS based model, active learning 
techniques, experiential education and 
family engagement. We firmly believe 
that through interactive experiences, 
we create enduring and positive Jewish 
memories that resonate with our stu-
dents for a lifetime. 

Beyond the classroom, we invite fam-
ilies to participate in a range of holi-
day programs and Mitzvah and Social 
Action programs designed to foster 
togetherness and a sense of shared 
learning. Our Kabbalat Shabbat services 
and festive Shabbat dinners engage 
the entire family, providing a space 
for informal education that extends 
beyond the school walls. At JEWELS, 

we recognize the pivotal role parents 
play in their children’s education, and 
we encourage active involvement to 
reinforce the message that Jewish living 
is an integral part of both individual and 
family life. 

VOS JEWELS Kraft School: Nurturing 
Awe, Learning and Family Connection 

Behind every successful endeavor 
stands a dedicated team. Our Rabbi, 
staff, and the entire VOS communi-
ty are deeply invested in the success 
of JEMS, ensuring that we can offer a 
rich array of activities and programs 
throughout the year. The Education 
Team, led by the capable Laura Blatt, is 
instrumental in shaping our school’s ef-
forts. We extend an invitation to all par-
ents to consider joining this commit-
tee, as we firmly believe that through 
partnership, we can instill a lasting love 
for Judaism in our children. 

As we stand on the threshold of a new 
year, both spiritually and academically, 
VOS JEWELS Kraft School is committed 
to fostering awe, learning, and family 
connection. We invite you to join us in 
this journey of growth, discovery, and 
celebration. Together, let’s make this 
year one of deep meaning and joyful 
engagement.

As Tishrei and the High Holy 
Days Approach, JEMS Prepares 
for an Inspiring Year Ahead! 

Friday, 9/8, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
OPEN HOUSE: Share the joy of A Slice  
of Shabbat with your friends at VOS. 

Saturday, 9/16, 9:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Children’s Programming 

and Services at Shepherd Church. 

Monday, 9/25, 9:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Yom Kippur Children’s  

Programming and Services  
at Shepherd Church. 

Upcoming Events – Save the Dates!
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Michael Anton

Mirabelle Anton

Naomi Aronoff

Carole Assil

Todd August

Barbara Barackman

Vicki Barkan

Lindsey Belsky

Emmett Blatt

Rachel Cohen

Jeff Cohen

Elisa Collosi

Ralph Deutsch

Jesse Doctrow

Sheri Dubin-Albala

Stacy Edelstein

Zev Edelstein

Alyson Edelstein

Oren Epstein

Gabriella Fazio

Daniel Felton

Elias Fenig

Marshall Field

Julian Fox

Judy Freier

Faye Friedman

Judy Gaffin

Jeffrey Gaffin

Eileen Geisser

David Glazer

Debbie Goldberg

Ross Goldberg

Gail Grand

Chad Haines

William Haines

Aaron Helfstein

Steve Herman

Julie Jacobs

David Jacobson

Richard Johnson

Sabrina Josephson

Anita Kaminsky

Diane Kimmel

Jonah Koehler

Elesia Kreinces

Lauren Levenbrown

Janice Levine

Joel Levy

Karen Lieberman

Richard Loehr

Ella Macht

Marcia Mankoff

Nora Marino

Cooper Miller

Max Mittelman

Sheri Newland

Beverly Nisenson

Arlene Pater

Zach Pelc

Ann Radow

Renee Resnick

Ally Rodnunsky

Anniversaries
Bob & Janis Andres

Adam & Cathy Belsky

Billie & Alan Bennett

Karen Block & Steve Clayton

Roger & Anne Bloxberg

Frank Bonoff & Judith Solish

Spencer & Alison Brown

Bob & Annie Charles

Robert & Dana Gelick

Randy & Michelle Gold

Melanie Nadene Haines 
 & Jeffrey Haines

George & Janine Quint

Katie Reifman & Austin Nesbet

Robert & Renee Resnick

Phillip & Sharon Sacks

Larry & Margie Schecter

Lee Schneller & Jackie Crystal

Marvin & Marilyn Siedelman

Steve & Sue Wetterhahn

Milestone 
Anniversaries
Robert & Dana Gelick

Randy & Michelle Gold

Marvin & Marilyn Siedelman

Paige Rogers

Marilyn Ross

Laurie Rudner

Warren Sefton

Nicole Serota

Abigail Sussman

Bayley Tanenbaum

Noah Teichner

Hayley Tepper

Trena Thompson

Richard Tuch

Alex Ungar

Lesley Vann

Maya Wazana

Avi Wazana

Susan Weiss

Ellie Weissman

Remi Wellisch

Eleanor Zalin

September Birthdays Milestone 
Birthdays
Sheri Dubin-Albala

David Glazer

Ross Goldberg

Gail Grand

Anita Kaminsky

Marcia Mankoff

Sheri Newland

Marilyn Ross

Warren Sefton

Richard Tuch

Your joy is our joy!
Please email info@vosla.org if you have a simcha to share with our community.

Simchas – Mazel Tov!

Reaching Out to Invite You In
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Pamla Abramson
Barbara Barackman
Cathy (Adam) Belsky
Marsha Berch Gruen
Carol Bloom (2 donations)
Lawrence Braun
Jean Cord (2 donations)
Linda Drescher (2 donations)
Dr. Marshall (Bunny) Field
Bunny (Marshall) Field
Sharon Fine (Bob Stiles)
Sonya Franklin
Jerry (Diane) Goldstein
Grace Gross
Gary (Sandra) Gutwirth
Zachary Hanan
Doris Heller
Barbara Klubeck
Arnold (Harriet) Kornfield
Karen Lavin
Risa (Jeffrey) Leonard
Sol (Marilyn) Levine
Marilyn (Sol) Levine
Jeri Machanic
Eileen (Peter) Malis (2 donations)
Beverly (Stan) Nisenson
Stan (Beverly) Nisenson
Arlene Pater
Seana (Jim) Pathman
Janine (George) Quint
George (Janine) Quint
JoAnn (Alan) Rand
Robert (Renee) Resnick
Dianna Rice
Susan (Joseph Kessler) Ruttenberg-Kessler
Gary Schechter
Warren (Lois) Sefton
Donna Sheanin (Rudy Galicia)
Betsy Shore (Sam Finkelberg) (2 donations)
Carol Siegel
Elaine (Richard) Snyder
Donna Stern
Al (Barbara) Swedelson
Margarita Wazana
Susan Winer
Marcia (Allen) Zatkin

Sheldon Gold, 
Brother of Simone Brandt

Lee Goldman

Myron Ross,
Husband of Marilyn Ross

August
Yahrzeit Donations Condolences

Learn about the new interactive  
Yahrzeit Memorial Board displayed in 
our synagogue lobby by going to the 
Yarhzeit menu at www.vosla.org.

A new plaque on our Yarhzeit  
Memorial Board is available for $200.

A new or existing plaque can be per-
sonalized with a biography and up to  
6 photos for an additional $180.

For information contact Karen Lavin  
or Arlene Mayo at 818-882-4867
or email Karen at karenl@vosla.org.

Yahrzeit Board

VOS has formed a new Security Task Force in an effort to keep our 
community safe and informed. At times, you may be asked a few security 
questions by our task force members. We ask that all of our members and 
guests fully cooperate with this effort. 

If you have the need to be dropped off or picked up at the entrance to 
the synagogue before and after services, your car may stop at the end of 
the ramp (in front of 26672). Please do not block the main entrance to 
the synagogue. 

For information or further questions, please contact Karen Block at  
kblockcpa@gmail.com.

Safety & Security at VOS
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OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 9



Reaching Out to Invite You In

OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 10



Reaching Out to Invite You In

OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 11



Broadway’s Beginnings
Sunday, October 1 | 4:00 p.m. on Zoom

Journey back in time to Broadway's early years full of roof garden theaters, tap 
shoes, and theatrical con artists. Learn the true difference between a Broadway
theater and an Off-Broadway theater and revel in the secrets hidden in plain sight 
in some of Broadway's most famous theaters. Discover how a show is created from 
the first rehearsal to opening night and all of the craziness in between.

Come get a behind-the scenes look at Broadway in a live, interactive experience led 
by Broadway Up Close expert, Tim Dolan. And of course, we'll explore the spirits 
that may still be lurking in the shadows backstage with a few unbelievable ghost 
stories. With rarely seen photographs and videos from years of research, we will see 
Broadway's past and present merge before our eyes.

Join us on Sunday, October 1st at 4:00 p.m on Zoom for an an exciting and
insightful afternoon!

For questions or if you would like to donate to the VOS Arts and Culture programs,
contact Wendy Levenson at 

wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.
https://www.vosla.org/form/Broadway-Beginnings

VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT

Reaching Out to Invite You In
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Wednesday, October 18| November 1| December 20 |
 January 17 | February 14 | March 20 | April 17| May 15 |

9:30 a.m. – Schmooze
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Discussion

$5 donation

•   •   •

Bagels & Banter is a joint group with both men 
and women. 

Adult Education

Join Rabbi Ron Li-Paz for a monthly discussion and a nosh.

Are you looking to meet new people and make lasting connections within our  
synagogue? Look no further than The Friendship Connection!

By filling our a simple form, you can let us know that you’re interested in attending 
Shabbat dinners, fun outings to the theater, hiking, brunch and more! Maybe 
you’re even ready to join a Chavurah!

The best part? There’s no commitment to a set time or day. Simply participate in  
The Friendship Connection and we’ll give you a call whenever we have a happening  
in which we think you’d be interested.

Join us all for the good vibes and get to know your neighbors in the process.  
Experience Jewish living at its finest with The Friendship Connection at VOS.

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity to expand your social circle and 
create meaningful relationships. Sign up today and let the connections begin!

For more information and to sign up, contact Annie Sperling at 805-796-9255 or 
anniesperling279@gmail.com.

We can’t wait to welcome you to The Friendship Connection at VOS!
In Joy,

Your Membership Team

VOS Members Join
THE FRIENDSHIP 

CONNECTION

Shabbat Dinners • Chavurah • Friendship Activities

with Rabbi Li-Paz

Join Rabbi Li-Paz and your friends to read The 
Contemporary Torah, A Gender-Sensitive
Adaptation of the JPS Translation, to explore its 
beauty and relevance to your life. 

No prior knowledge of Hebrew or Torah is
necessary. 

Torah Inspired Learning

9:30 a.m. – Check-in & informal schmooze
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Class session
$5 donation

Bring an item for our potluck breakfast.

 Thursday – 10/12, 10/26*, 11/9, 12/14, 1/11*, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 
3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25, 5/9 & 5/23
*Substitute      
 VOS Lobby

Adult Education
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Prayers for Healing
A. Rachel Aflalo, Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Eliahu Assouline

B. Barbara Barackman, Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch, Robyn Besem, Jack Bielan,  
 Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Sally Burns

C. Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas, Dojie Cayse, Ethan Childs,  
 Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli

D. Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due, Warren Due

E. Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser

F. Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco,  
 Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried

G. Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Peter Getzoff, Steve Gilbert,  
 Jeri Glassman, Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress Goldsmith, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman,  
 Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman

H. Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann,  
 Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff

I. Tom Iverson

J. Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph

K. Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy Karlin,  
 Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, Roslyn Kramer,  
 Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets

L. Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Eddie Levin, Louise Levine,  
 Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez,  
 Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang

M. Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis, Janet McKnight,  
 Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles, Shalom Elite bas Miryam,  
 Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, Kelly Mulligan

N. Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak 

O. Mark Osterloh

P. Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky

Q. Helga Quinonez 

R. Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner, Michael Reisner,  
 Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara Rollins, Mickey Rosen,  
 Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn Ross, Stacey Ross, Joe Roth,  
 Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip Rudolph

S. Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Alicia Seaton, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, Marco Shrem,  
 Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh, Jeannette St. Marie, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay Stenberg, Stevie Stock

T. Escher Tallman, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark Thall, Daryl Thompson,  
 Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom

V. Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann

W. Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss, John Weiss,  
 Shirley Wenner, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton

Y. Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman 

Z. Larry Zolkewitz, Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine
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President  ..................................................................... Bill LaVere  ...................................818-326-2574  ......................................... President@vosla.org

Past President ............................................................. Karen Block .................................818-448-5009 ............................kblock@kblockandco.com

V.P. Administration .................................................... Jackie Berg ...................................818-383-0494  ..........................................VPadmin@vosla.org

Director of Administration .................................... Larry Rudner  .............................818-919-3518  ........................................rudner25@gmail.com

Director of Administration .................................... Terri Elkins ...................................818-421-3773  .................................. terrielkins23@gmail.com

V.P. Education .............................................................. Laura Blatt ...................................323-377-5852  ..................................... laurafogel@yahoo.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Susi Weissman  ..........................818-429-1220 .............................. susiweissman@icloud.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Alan Fels .......................................310-430-2426 .......................................... alanfels@charter.net

V.P. Finance ................................................................... Jeff Cohen ...................................818-383-8341 .........................................VPFinance@vosla.org

Director of Finance  .................................................. Alan Kimmel ...............................818-398-0630 ....................................... akimmel@krcpas.net

Director of Finance  .................................................. Abe Pelc .......................................818-633-3200 ...............................abraham.pelc@gmail.com

Treasurer  ...................................................................... Michael Magasinn  ...................310-487-1131 .............................................Treasurer@vosla.org

V.P. Membership ........................................................ Anne Sperling ............................805-796-9255  ....................... anniesperling279@gmail.com

Director of Membership ........................................ Joann Rand ..................................818-515-1113 .................................... joannrand43@gmail.com 

Director of Membership ........................................ Sue Ruttenberg-Kessler..........818-404-9589 .............................. runninsue@sbcglobal.net

V.P. Mitzvah .................................................................. Jay Stein  ......................................818-710-8649  .................... jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Carol Gold ...................................805-368-8652 .........................................cgold03@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Ed Kohn  .......................................818-606-9034 .............................................edjkohn@aol.com

V.P. Religious Practices  ............................................ Wendy Levenson ......................310-985-4285 ................................wendylev@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Betsy Shore .................................818-515-7180  ...............................betsyruth5151@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Karen Jacobs ...............................818-389-6435 ............................Karen.jacobs43@gmail.com

V.P. Fundraising  .......................................................... Denise Horowitz .......................818-497-5060 ....................... denise.horowitz@icloud.com

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Ron Lieberman  .........................818-516-3640  .......ron@designdevelopment-group.com 

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Cheryl Cohen .............................818-399-2418 ......................................cheryl@cohentnc.com

VOS JEWELS Director of Lifelong Learning  .... Sharone Weizman ....................818-882-4867  ....................................... sharonew@vosla.org

Recording Secretary ................................................. Randie Rosenberg ....................818-667-4201  .......................................poochluvrr@aol.com

VOS Board of Directors Contact Information

Spiritual Leader, Rabbi Ron Li-Paz .............................................................. Rabbili-paz@vosla.org............... 818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867

    Rabbis Emeriti, Jerry Fisher (z”l) and Richard Schachet (z”l) 

Office Administrator, Arlene Mayo ............................................................ officeadmin@vosla.org ............................... 818-882-4VOS (4867)

Musical Director, Gerald (Jerry) Sternbach ............................................. musicdirector@vosla.org ............................................818-882-4867 

VOS JEWELS  
Director of Life Long Learning, Sharone Weizman .............................. Sharonew@vosla.org ....................................................818-882-4867

Founding Musical Director, Jack Bielan ..................................................... felixxsong@yahoo.com ...............................................818-456-4298

The Outreach Coordinator, Arlene Mayo  .............................................. info@vosla.org ................................................................818-882-4867

VOS Clergy & Staff Contact Information
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Our VOS Board of Directors 2023–2025

President
Bill LaVere

Director 
Finance
Abe Pelc

Director 
Religious Practices
Karen Jacobs

Vice President 
Mitzvah
Jay Stein

Treasurer
Michael Magasinn

Director 
Administration
Terri Elkins

Vice President 
Education
Laura Blatt 

Director
Mitzvah
Carol Gold

Recording 
Secretary 
Randie Rosenberg

Vice President  
Membership
Anne Sperling 

Director 
Education
Susi Weissman             

Director 
Mitzvah
Ed Kohn

Director
Membership
Joann Rand

Director 
Education
Alan Fels     

Director 
Fundraising
Ron Lieberman       

Director
Membership
Sue Kessler            

Vice President  
Religious Practices
Wendy Levenson

Director 
Fundraising
Cheryl Cohen

Vice President 
Finance
Jeff Cohen

Vice President 
Fundraising
Denise Horowitz      

Vice President  
Administration
Jackie Berg

Director 
Finance
Alan Kimmel

Director
Administration
Larry Rudner

Director 
Religious Practices
Betsy Shore

JEWELS Education  
Director 
Sharone Weizman

Past President
Karen Block
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Bereavement .................................................Marlene Frierson ........................................... 818-718-9428

Butterfly Project ...........................................Julie Goren ..................................................... 818-489-6686

By-Laws ............................................................Mickey Bilsky ................................................... 818-384-1107

Chairman of Ushers .....................................Lenny Horowitz ...............................................213-200-1324

Chavurot ..........................................................Anne Sperling .................................................805-796-9255

Crafters’ Club .................................................Jean Cord .......................................................... 818-340-3394

Education ........................................................Carla Adivi .......................................................818-870-0459

Events Sales Coordinator ..........................Claudine Pelc ...................................................818-635-7917

High Holy Days ..............................................Stan Taub ..........................................................818-998-7224

High Holy Days ..............................................Stewart Epstein .............................................818-886-2380

Holocaust  .......................................................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Men’s Club.......................................................Bob Brandt .......................................................818-535-0067

Mt. Sinai ...........................................................Josh Ryan ......................................................... 818-458-0932

Oneg .................................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Oneg .................................................................Simone Brandt ...............................................818-891-6476

Oneg .................................................................Debbie Du Val .................................................. 818-384-5125 

Operation Interdependence....................Barbara Granowitz ........................................ 818-912-6063

Outreach Newsletter .................................Arlene Mayo ..................................................818-882-4867

Security ............................................................Jackie Berg ........................................................818-383-0494

Singles ...............................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Sisterhood ......................................................Barbara Barackman ...................................... 818-497-4969

Sunshine ..........................................................Harvey  and Sue Magidow ........................ 805-750-0345

Tribute Cards ..................................................Beverly Nisenson........................................... 818-360-2597

Tot Shabbat  ...................................................Judy Gaffin .................................................. Judy@vosla.org

Volunteer Coordinator ...............................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Yahrzeit Board ...............................................Karen Lavin  ....................................................818-882-4867

Committee Chair Contact Information

VOS Volunteers – join us!
Enrich your life while having 

fun and making new friends 

and supporting our  

VOS committees.  

We need you!

For more information on 

what interests you or how 

to become involved,  

contact Judy Benedict, our 

new volunteer coordinator, 

at Judybvosla@gmail.com.
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Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, Brent’s Delicatessen & Restaurant,  
and Doris the Florist of Oaks Florist for their continuing generosity. Please mention VOS when 
you visit and order from these wonderful businesses in our community.

Brent’s Delicatessen & Restaurant
www.brentsdeli.com

Westlake Village
2799 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-557-1882

Northridge
19565 Parthenia Street
Northridge, CA 91324
818-886-5679

Acknowledgments

Fazio Cleaners
www.faziocleaners.com

The Commons of Calabasas
4732 Commons Way
Calabasas, CA 91302
818-223-8006 

The Promenade at Westlake Village
140 Promenade Way - E
Westlake Village, CA 91362
805-370-0088

Oaks Florist
oaksflorist@yahoo.com

Westlake Village
31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606
Westlake Village, CA 91362
818-991-5444

RESCHEDULED
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26668 Agoura Road 
Calabasas, CA 91302

818.882.4VOS(4867)
 

www.vosla.org

Rescheduled! Rain or Shine!
Sunday in the Afternoon with Groucho,
Gerald Sternbach and Frank Ferrante!

Sunday, December 10 | 2:00 p.m.

You're in for a special treat at our upcoming Arts and Culture event! Come to 
VOS on Sunday, December 10th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for "Sunday in the After-
noon With Groucho, Gerald Sternbach, and Frank Ferrante!" Spend an afternoon 
full of laughter and discussion hosted by Valley Outreach Synagogue's very own
musical director, Gerald Sternbach - who will have a conversation with his
colleague and friend, Frank Ferrante - to discuss their seven year collaboration 
in performance celebrating the quintessential Jewish-American comedian, 
Groucho Marx. Enjoy hearing personal recollections, stories and music from 
behind the scenes and watch video clips of Frank as Groucho.
Everyone is welcome so bring your family and friends.
There is no charge for this event. Suggested donation is $10.00.
We look forward to seeing you on December 10th.

For questions or more information, contact Wendy Levenson at 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

https://www.vosla.org/form/Groucho

VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT


