
A Monthly Publication of Valley Outreach Synagogue and Center for Jewish Life

The OutreachThe Outreach
OCTOBER 2023 | VOLUME 40, NO. 10

26668 Agoura Road | Calabasas, CA 91302 | 818.882.4VOS(4867) www.vosla.org

Valley Outreach Synagogue (VOS) was 
founded in 1986, with a specific and 
unique mission among Los Angeles Jewish 
institutions. It was to open a wide and 
welcoming door to Jewish life. 

Our founding spiritual leader, Rabbi 
Richard Schachet, of blessed memory, 
wanted to create a synagogue that would 
serve all who wished to participate, 
regardless of their Jewish knowledge and 
experience, their sexual orientation or 
their ability to afford, what he believed, 
was essential for good living and for a 
better society.

In 2017 VOS opened a beautiful Synagogue 
and Center for Jewish Life in Calabasas. 
Our center is home to services, classes, 
social gatherings, and it can be home to 
your next celebration or business event. 
Welcome in!

From Rabbi Li-Paz
By the time we arrive in October, September might be so far in the rear-view 
mirror that we forget its gifts and insights. During the recent Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur services, I remember thinking how good and rich our mahzor (High 
Holy Day prayer book) is. So many good readings, each worthy of a spot on the 
fridge or in a motivational journal. At one point on Rosh Hashanah, I comment-
ed that this isn’t my grandfather’s synagogue service! I was referring to a rousing 
piece of music, Todd Herzog’s Shalom Aleichem, Calling All Angels. But that fact is 
that my grandfather’s service and the services of my youth in various synagogues 
were more prayer-filled and less reflective. I don’t remember prayer books that 
utilized the language I best understood to challenge me to grow. Ours does that. 
Hebrew prayers are sewn together with beautiful and reflective texts, and for 
that combination, I am thankful.

In one sermon, I urged all of us to utilize VOS as a means of creating connection 
and meaning. This month, the pathways to those riches unfold with classes, dis-
cussion groups, services, theater rehearsals, music rehearsals and ongoing one-on-
one counseling and rabbinic support. I hope that you will take advantage of these 
offerings and I look forward to seeing you soon and often at VOS.

It’s certainly not too late to wish you a shanah tovah v’metukah - a year of good-
ness and sweetness as well as chagim Sukkot v’Simchat Torah s’mechim - happy 
Sukkot and Simchat Torah holidays!  

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz



Anne Sperling, 
VP Membership

The VOS Membership Team
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Shalom! We, the Membership Team, are excited to welcome 
all our VOS members to the year 5784! 

We encourage all our VOS Members to sign up for Friendship 
Connection events and activities to make this year extra fun 
and to forge new friendships. 

This month, Clergy and the Membership Team will host 
the New Member Welcome Reception and Brunch for our 
newest VOS Members on Sunday, October 15, by invitation. 
We are eagerly anticipating having the pleasure of meeting 
our newest members. It promises to be a delightful gathering 
with delicious food!

Meet and Greet 
with the VOS Board 

of Directors at  
7:00 p.m. prior to  

the 7:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Service
on October 13

Say Hi!

VOS President’s Message

Bill LaVere, 
VOS President

The High Holy Days are now behind us. I hope we all take those warm feelings and 
good intentions into the New Year. A huge thank you to Rabbi Li-Paz, Cantor Li-Paz, 
Gerald Sternbach, Bronwen Li-Paz, all the wonderful musicians and singers, the Reli-
gious Practices Committee, Eleanor Mizrahi, Annie Charles, Sharone Weizman and the 
JEWELS team, Karen Lavin, Stan Taub, Stewart Epstein, Lenny Horowitz, the ushers and 
everyone involved with making our High Holy Day experience awe-inspiring. I also wish 
to extend very special thank you to Shepherd Church for the use of their facilities. It 
is easy to forget that there are a lot of people and a lot of moving pieces to make our 
High Holy Day services special. We appreciate all of you who volunteered to make the 
moving pieces work together so seamlessly and so beautifully.  

We have many volunteers who work very hard to make VOS wonderful for all of us. 
We would love YOU to get involved in this new year of 5784. As you read this month’s 

Outreach, find the listing of the Board of Directors, their committees and 
contact information for our other committees. This is an oppor-

tunity to find something that appeals to you and for you 
to consider helping our beloved synagogue as a 
volunteer. I promise that when you give of your 
own time, you will receive much more in return.  

Our next Shabbat Service will be held  
October 13 at 7:30 p.m. at VOS. Prior to our 
Shabbat Service we will be holding our annual 
Meet the Board event at 7:00 p.m. Please join 
us and get acquainted with the VOS Board of 
Directors.



Dear VOS Community,
What an incredible start to the school 
year it has been! We want to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to all the 
parents who joined us for our Open 
House–A Slice of Shabbat. Your pres-
ence made it a warm and welcoming 
event. We are thrilled to officially wel-
come both new and returning parents 
and students into our VOS family. The 
enthusiasm and energy you bring has 
made the beginning of this school year 
truly exciting.

We can’t thank our dedicated Educa-
tion Committee, Jewels Board, parent 
volunteers and our exceptional facul-
ty enough for helping us launch this 
school year with such a fantastic spirit. 
It truly takes a village, and our village is 
exceptional.

Our VOS hallways are once again filled 
with the laughter and smiles of your 
children. The past month has seen our 
classrooms bustling with activity during 
our Tot Shabbat programs and Reli-
gious School Open House and Fam-
ily services. It’s been a joy to witness 
active learning and engagement taking 
place. Our remarkable instructors have 
started the year off with a bang, and it’s 

Sharone Weizman, M.Ed., VOS JEWELS 
Director of Lifelong Learning

evident that the children are delighted 
to be back at VOS.

We are excited to announce three won-
derful additions to our teaching team: 
Hila Robas (4th/5th Grade), Lisa Fishman 
(Music Specialist), and Jacqui Kolker 
(Teen Specialist and Administrative 
Assistant). They bring fresh perspectives 
and talents to our community, and we 
look forward to their contributions.

Get ready for our new Family Days, 
filled with learning, fun, Mitzvah op-
portunities and holiday celebrations 
brimming with Ruach (spirit) and 
delicious food. Parents, don’t forget to 
mark your calendars for these engaging 

family experiences happening monthly 
on Wednesdays at VOS.

Our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
children’s programming and Family Ser-
vices were met with enthusiasm from 
both kids and parents. We extend our 
sincere thanks to all the parent volun-
teers, teachers, and assistants who made 
the High Holy Day experience memora-
ble for all.

Looking ahead, we’re excited about the 
upcoming First Day of School, Parent 

Shalom Chaverim!  A Vibrant Start to the School Year at VOS
Orientation, and Sukkot celebration on 
October 4 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
This evening promises to kick-start the 
celebration with lively music led by Lisa 
Fishman, followed by Sukkot activities 
for the kids and a delightful potluck 
dinner in our Sukkah.

As we continue to reflect on our actions 
and what truly matters during the High 
Holy Day season, I would like to share 
one of my favorite learning quotes from 
Mishna 1 – Pirkei Avot: “Ben Zoma said: 
Who is wise? He who learns from every 
person, as it is stated: ‘From all those 
who have taught me I have gained wis-
dom…’” This Mishna reminds us that wis-
dom isn’t confined to the classroom; we 

can learn valuable lessons and positive 
qualities from everyone we encounter. 
Let’s embrace this wisdom and continue 
to grow not only in Torah but also in 
character and loving kindness.

We’re eagerly looking forward to a year 
filled with learning and positive growth 
for each and every one of us. 

L’Shana Tova!
Warmly,
Sharone Weizman

OCTOBER 13 | Celebrating Simchat Torah!  
7:00 p.m. Family Shabbat dinner

7:30 p.m. Family Service
in VOS Annex with Lisa and Sharone 

Torah Roll in Main Sanctuary

OCTOBER 27 | Simply Shabbat
Led by Sharone Weizman & Lisa Fishman

Tot Shabbat

Important Dates
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Rabbi-in Residence Lecture Series
We hope you’ve been enjoying our Rabbi-In-Residence Lecture Series where we bring 
you inspiring and insightful presentations from some of America’s finest rabbis. 

The Rabbi-In-Residence series will take a break for the holidays and will resume in 
January with a new line up of wonderful, inspirational rabbis. For more information or 
to sponsor a rabbi for the new year, please contact Wendy Levenson at  
wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

NEW! VOS Singles 55+
VOS just launched a new group for sin-
gles 55+ to enjoy outings and activities 
together such as going to restaurants, 
movies, the theater, parties, hikes, 
Shabbat dinners and more! Everyone is 
welcome so invite your friends to our 
upcoming events. This is your oppor-
tunity to meet new people and create 
meaningful relationships. 

The first event, a Potluck Shabbat  
Dinner at VOS, was a huge success! 
Over 60 people attended and shared 

Journey back in time to Broadway’s 
early years, full of roof garden theaters, 
tap shoes and theatrical con-artists. 
Learn the true difference between a 
Broadway theater and an Off-Broadway 
theater and revel in the secrets hidden 
in plain sight in some of Broadway’s 
most famous theaters. Discover how a 
show is created from the first rehearsal 
to opening night and all of the craziness 
in between. 

This behind-the-scenes look at Broad-
way in a live, interactive experience will 
be led by Broadway Up Close expert, 
Tim Dolan. We will also explore what 
still may be lurking in the backstage 

VOS Arts & Culture Event:
Broadway’s Beginnings

shadows with a few unbelievable ghost 
stories. With rarely seen photographs 
and videos from years of research, 
Broadway’s past and present will 
emerge before our eyes.

Join us on Sunday, October 1 at 4:00 
p.m. on Zoom for an exciting and 
insightful afternoon. To register, use 
the link https://www.vosla.org/form/
Broadway-Beginnings.

For questions or to donate to the  
VOS Arts and Culture Program,  
contact Wendy Levenson at 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net 
or 310-985-4285.

Sunday in the Afternoon with 
Groucho, Gerald Sternbach 

& Frank Ferrante

December 10, 2:00 p.m.
Rain or Shine! 

See flyer on page 11 for details.

RESCHEDULED
VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT

a delicious dinner together. And, there 
are more activities coming your way! 
Plans are being made for a Chanukkah 
party in December. Information for 
that will be emailed to you. 

We look forward to seeing you at our 
future events. If you have any ques-
tions or if you have ideas for programs, 
please contact Wendy Levenson at  
wendylev@sbcglobal.net  
or (310) 985-4285. 
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Wendy Levenson, 
VP Religious 
Practices

10/1 Broadway’s Beginnings

10/5  Sisterhood Meeting 

10/5 Men’s Club Meeting

10/13 VOS Shabbat Service  
   
10/14  Sisterhood  
 Union  Station Tour

10/15  New Members  
 Welcome Reception  
 & Brunch
    
10/22  Men’s Club Dinner 
 & Auction

10/27 Simply Shabbat

OCTOBER EVENTS

In addition to these events, check 
out our on-going Adult Education 

Classes (pages 9-10).



Tributes & Mitzvah Donations
A Tribute or a Mitzvah Donation can be made at anytime in 
honor or in memory of someone. Go to the “Giving” menu on 
www.vosla.org or contact the VOS Office at 818-882-4867 for 
more information.

The Mitzvah Committee
L ’Shana Tova to all of you. I’m excited to begin developing several unique and special projects for the 
Mitzvah Committee to bring to VOS and the community at large. I am also looking forwarding to having 
the Mitzvah Committee and our JEWELS Program partner on some new projects as well.

It is time now to look forward to making our lives, and the lives of those who need us, better. Please 
contact me if you have any needs, would like to join our Mitzvah Committee, or if you have ideas to 
share. I look forward to speaking with you.

May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life for the coming year.
Jay Stein, 
VP Mitzvah

The Fundraising 
Team

Denise Horowitz,
VP Fundraising

Support VOS and 
have fun shopping 
at this year’s Holi-
day Boutique taking 
place at VOS on 
Sunday, November 
5, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. This an-
nual event is open 
to the community, 
so please bring fam-
ily and friends. To 

make shopping easy for you this holiday 
season, a wide variety of vendors will 
be there including Pampered Chef ®, 
jewelry, pickle ball accessories, wom-
an’s clothing, Judaica items, homemade 
aprons, scarves, socks, fake snow toys, 
personalized dreidels and much more. 
We look forward to seeing you there.

Play Day (and lunch) is also on Sunday, 
November 5, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Bring your friends, play some games, 
enjoy a nice lunch and spend time at 
our Holiday Boutique (see flyer on page 
11 for more details).

This is also the time of year to remem-
ber your loved ones by purchasing a 
memorial plaque for our memory wall 
at VOS. Their memories are a blessing! 
Contact Karen Lavin at karenl@vosla.org 
or call 818-882-4867 for information or 
to purchase a plaque.

My hope is that you all had sweet and 
wonderful High Holy Days with family 
and friends, and that the future brings 
you good health and happiness!
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MITZVAH DONATIONS

Joel & Judith Adelman,  
 In memory of Myron Ross with  
 our  deepest sympathies

Dan & Carla Adivi

Sheri Albala,  
 Donation for September 8 Oneg

Brandis Group,  
 Thank you for welcoming us to  
 your beautiful September 8 Elul  
 service

Helene Dutra,  
 In memory of Carole Lefton

Laurie Eisenberg,  
 Carla Adivi Scholarship Fund

Ilene, Nancy, Shelly, Maxine,  
Bonnie & Marcy,  
 In honor of Anita Kaminsky’s  
 100th birthday

Steve & Sherrie Garelick,  
 Donation for September 8 Oneg

Ian & Laurie Goldey,  
 Wishing Carla Adivi good luck

David & Judy Handelman, 
 In memory of Myron Ross  
 & Peter Getzoff

Barbara Huff,  
 In memory of Myron Ross  
 & Peter Getzoff

Barry Keller,  
 For good health for Barry,  
 Dakota, & Michael

Karyn King,  
 In honor of Cantor Michael

Sol & Marily Levine,  
 Yom Kippur Appeal

Michael Magasinn

Steven & Sherri Raft

Michael & Fern Reisner,  
 In memory of Myron Ross  
 & Peter Laurans Getzoff 

Michael & Geri Schwartz

Donna Sheanin & Rudy Galicia,  
 In memory of Myron Ross  
 & Peter Getzoff

Barbara Van Sluyters,  
 In memory of Myron Ross

Fred Weiss & Ilene Levine, 
 In memory of Peter Getzoff

TRIBUTES

From Barbara & Al Swedelson
 To Barbara Huff, 
 In memory of your brother

To Marilyn Ross, 
 In memory of Myron

From Eileen & Peter Malis
 To Marilyn Ross,
 In memory of Myron

From Barbara & Lee Van Sluyters
 To Marilyn Ross, 
 In memory of Myron

From Dianna Rice
 To Barbara Huff, 
 In memory of your brother

From Doreen Kates
 To JoAnn & Alan Rand, 
 In honor of your birthdays



As the Bereavement Committee Chair-
person, I use our monthly Outreach 
newsletter to connect with our com-
munity and reach out to request your 
help. 

There is a continuing need to assist 
people coping with the loss of a family 
member. Whether it is receiving a 
phone call asking for suggestions about 
where to begin during such a diffi-
cult time, or actual assistance that is 
needed on the day of the funeral, we 
do our best to help in any way we can. 
However, we need volunteers to lend 
a helping hand. Please consider joining 
our Bereavement Committee. There 
is no obligation to help with every 
request, but with more volunteers we 
will be able to be of service to more 
people. Call me to discuss the possibil-
ities.

I want to thank everyone who worked 
so hard to make the High Holy Day ser-
vices an amazing experience. The music 
was moving and Rabbi Li-Paz created 
such meaningful services with his ser-
mons and his spontaneous thoughts, 
that are both humorous and serious. It 
was great seeing familiar faces as well 
as new faces. 

High Holy Days mark new beginnings in 
our lives. Let’s all make a commitment 
to attend and support Valley Outreach 
Synagogue and keep our congregation 
strong, growing and connected.

We have all felt alone and often iso-
lated from the world, when we are ill 
or when suffering a devastating loss in 
our lives. As a VOS family member, the 
Sunshine Committee makes a promise 
to you that you will never be alone or 
forgotten.

The Sunshine Committee volunteers 
regularly send “Thinking of You”, “Get 
Well” and “Sympathy“ cards to mem-
bers during difficult times. The com-
mittee makes phone calls, a house call, 
or a visit to a recovery facility to check 
in and make sure all is well. At the 
direction of our clergy, committee vol-
unteers are standing by to ensure that 
no VOS member is isolated or alone 
during stressful periods in their lives.

Thank you to our Sunshine Committee 
volunteers for their tireless efforts to 
support the good health and well-be-
ing of our VOS family.

Sue and Harvey Magidow, 
Co-Chairs

VOS Sunshine Committee

Sunshine 
Committee

Bereavement  
Committee

Marlene Frierson, 
Bereavement Chairperson

The Men’s Club of VOS is dedicated to the 
camaraderie of great men, the support of our 
synagogue, the exchange of life experience 
and, occasionally, good jokes! 

The Men’s Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. We provide a free  
dinner, beginning at 5:45 p.m., followed by a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Our next meeting 
 is October 5. Contact Bob Brandt for additional details at 818-535-0067.

The Men’s Club of VOS Annual Dinner and Auction will be held on Sunday, October 
22, 2023. Our gathering begins at 5:00 p.m. at Rosie’s BBQ and Grillery on Corbin Ave-
nue in Northridge. The buffet style dinner includes soft drinks, salad and dessert. This 
event supports our synagogue. The cost is $35 per person. To purchase your ticket, 
contact Bob Brandt at 818-535-0067. 

VOS Men’s Club

VOS Sisterhood

Barbara Barackman, 
Sisterhood  

President 

Thursday, October 5 at 6:45 p.m.,  
via Zoom
Sisterhood meeting with special 
Guest speaker, Stephen Getzhoff, 
Barbara Huff’s brother, who special-
izes in fraud prevention and scams. 
Please look for flyer with Zoom link.

Saturday, October 14 
Tour of Union Station downtown 
and a no host lunch at El Paseo Inn. 
You should have received the flyer 
with information about this event. 
We hope to see everyone for this 
exciting day!

Thursday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting at VOS along with an enjoy-
able evening of making packages and 
writing notes to support our troops 
serving in the military.

Sunday, December 3
Planning for our Holiday luncheon. 
More details to follow.

Wishing all of you 
a very Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 

We are pleased to 
announce the fol-
lowing Sisterhood 
activities in the 
coming months:

Buy your tickets today! 
VOS Men’s Club 

Annual Dinner & Auction 
October 22
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Milestone 
Anniversaries
Michael  
  & Kimberly Anton

Fred & Evelyn Ulise

Milestone 
Birthdays
Shelley Cataldo

Eddie Lorin

Lisa Warner

William Bernfeld

Wendy Manill

Nancy Canter

Judy Rosen

Elaine Edelstein

Ricki Fisher

Eugene Liboff

Gary Schechter

Harvey Levy

Larry Schlesinger

Simchas
B’nei Mitzvah 
Dylan & Olivia Rand

Lee Alpert

Arlene Alpert

Bob Andres

Janis Andres

David Baslow

Ella Belsky

Cathy Belsky

Claire Benjamin

Noah Benjamin

Cary Berman

William Bernfeld

Paul Bilovsky

Louis (Sonny) Birger

Laura Blatt

May Bloxberg

Allison Bloxberg

Ron Braunstein

Wendy Breslow

Toba Burg

Nancy Canter

Shelley Cataldo

Annie Charles

Cheryl Cohen

Jeff Cohen

Benjamin Collosi

Garrett Edell

Elaine Edelstein

Sophie Einbund

Ava Epstein

Ricki Fisher

Rudy Galicia

Sherrie Garelick

Elaine Garfield

Bette Garren

Lucca Gauthier

Elana Gomberg

Ken Gootnick

Harry Grand

Joshua Hurwitz

Ruth Hurwitz

Noah Iwanoff

Richard Klein

Gavin Koehler

Joseph Kopecky

Shelby Kopecky

Arnold Kornfield

David Kreinces

Alyssa Landau

Brandon Lesh

Harvey Levy

Eugene Liboff

Richard Lieberman

Eddie Lorin

Wendy Manill

Sarah Mankoff

Stevye Marder

Karen Marder

Jean Marder

Robert Miles

Oliver Moscot

Anniversaries
Michael & Kimberly Anton

Todd & Mila August

Marla & Bialik Benjamin

Louis (Sonny) & Michele Birger

Andrew Kass Cowan  
  & Drew Cowan

Jason Koehler & Tahlia Spector

Jackie Kreitzman & Brian Senit

Lauren & Josh Levenbrown

Michael & Debra Lichstein

Eddie & Jane Lorin

Joel & Lauren Macht

Neal & Gina Marder

Yafa Minazad  
  & Howard Kaufman

Jim & Seana Pathmn

Kenneth & Donna Rehman

Michael & Fern Reisner

Larry & Laurie Rudner

Benjamin & Erica Salisbury

Jonathan & Nicole Serota

Adam & Jamey Sussman

Jerry & Rosalyn Tenenbaum

Fred & Evelyn Ulise

Howard Nussbaum

Fran Onderwyzer

Dave Rand

Alan Rand

Olivia Rand

Dylan Rand

Daniel Rodnunsky

Judy Rosen

Roy Rubin

Gary Schechter

Larry Schlesinger

Grayson Schneiderman

Max Sebso

Laura Sega

Neil Shocket

Arlene Singer

Ryan Sperber

Sophia Sperber

Hayden Strout

Stanley Taub

Jason Ungar

Lisa Warner

Margarita Wazana

Gloria Weinstein

Jamie Wellisch

Viveca Whittington

Erica Whittington

Andrew Wohlwend

Birthdays

Your joy is our joy!
Please email info@vosla.org if you have a simcha to share with our community.

October Simchas – Mazel Tov!
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Vicki Barkan
Mickey Bilsky (2 donations)
Stan Blander
Carol Bloom
Maureen Bratman
Stanley Broffman
Roberta (Brian) Caplin
Betty Collins
Dee Dee (Ken) Cotow
Helene Coull-Sheinin
Linda Drescher
Nicole (Steve) Fazio
Samuel (Betsy Shore) Finkelberg
Ricki (Eugene Liboff) Fisher
Aimee Flubacher
Alice (Donald) Goldsobel
Jerry (Diane) Goldstein
Grace Gross
Arthur Grossman
Bunni Hoffman (2 donations)

Barbara Haines,  
mother of Todd (Nicole) Haines

October Yahrzeit Donations Condolences

Learn about the new interactive Yahrzeit 
Memorial Board displayed in our synagogue 
lobby by going to the Yarhzeit menu at 
www.vosla.org.

A new plaque on our Yarhzeit Memorial 
Board is available for $200.

A new or existing plaque can be personal-
ized with a biography and up to 6 photos 
for an additional $180.

For information contact Karen Lavin or  
Arlene Mayo at 818-882-4867 or email  
Karen Lavin at karenl@vosla.org.

VOS has formed a new Security Task Force in an effort to keep our 
community safe and informed. At times, you may be asked a few 
security questions by our task force members. We ask that all of our 
members and guests fully cooperate with this effort. 

If you have the need to be dropped off or picked up at the entrance 
to the synagogue before and after services, your car may stop at the 
end of the ramp (in front of 26672). Please do not block the main 
entrance to the synagogue. 

For information or further questions, please contact Karen Block at  
kblockcpa@gmail.com.

Safety & Security at VOS

Leonard (Denise) Horowitz
Robin Jacobs (2 donations)
Karen Jacobs
Barbara Klubeck
Linda (David) Kroll-Weinberg
Dr. George Lauer
Michael Magasinn
Eileen (Peter) Malis
Peter (Eileen) Malis
Arlene Pater
George (Janine) Quint
Renee (Robert) Resnick
Gary Schechter
Donna (Rudy Galicia) Sheanin
Marcia Simon
Richard (Elaine) Snyder
Lee (Barbara) Van Sluyters
Susi (Robert) Weissman (2 donations)
Robert (Susi) Weissman (3 donations)
Fred (Rivka) Weitzberg

Yahrzeit 
Board
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Broadway’s Beginnings
Sunday, October 1 | 4:00 p.m. on Zoom

Journey back in time to Broadway's early years full of roof garden theaters, tap 
shoes, and theatrical con artists. Learn the true difference between a Broadway
theater and an Off-Broadway theater and revel in the secrets hidden in plain sight 
in some of Broadway's most famous theaters. Discover how a show is created from 
the first rehearsal to opening night and all of the craziness in between.

Come get a behind-the scenes look at Broadway in a live, interactive experience led 
by Broadway Up Close expert, Tim Dolan. And of course, we'll explore the spirits 
that may still be lurking in the shadows backstage with a few unbelievable ghost 
stories. With rarely seen photographs and videos from years of research, we will see 
Broadway's past and present merge before our eyes.

Join us on Sunday, October 1st at 4:00 p.m on Zoom for an an exciting and
insightful afternoon!

For questions or if you would like to donate to the VOS Arts and Culture programs,
contact Wendy Levenson at 

wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.
https://www.vosla.org/form/Broadway-Beginnings

VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT
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with Rabbi Li-Paz

Join Rabbi Li-Paz and your friends to read The 
Contemporary Torah, A Gender-Sensitive
Adaptation of the JPS Translation, to explore its 
beauty and relevance to your life. 

No prior knowledge of Hebrew or Torah is
necessary. 

Torah Inspired Learning

9:30 a.m. – Check-in & informal schmooze
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Class session
$5 donation

Bring an item for our potluck breakfast.

 Thursday – 10/12, 10/26*, 11/9, 12/14, 1/11*, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 
3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25, 5/9 & 5/23
*Substitute      
 VOS Lobby

Adult Education

Wednesday, October 18| November 1| December 20 |
 January 17 | February 14 | March 20 | April 17| May 15 |

9:30 a.m. – Schmooze
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Discussion

$5 donation

•   •   •

Bagels & Banter is a joint group with both men 
and women. 

Adult Education

Join Rabbi Ron Li-Paz for a monthly discussion and a nosh.
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Are you looking to meet new people and make lasting connections within our  
synagogue? Look no further than The Friendship Connection!

By filling our a simple form, you can let us know that you’re interested in attend-
ing Shabbat dinners, fun outings to the theater, hiking, brunch and more! Maybe 
you’re even ready to join a Chavurah!

The best part? There’s no commitment to a set time or day. Simply participate 
in The Friendship Connection and we’ll give you a call whenever we have a 
happening in which we think you’d be interested.

Join us all for the good vibes and get to know your neighbors in the process.  
Experience Jewish living at its finest with The Friendship Connection at VOS.

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity to expand your social circle and 
create meaningful relationships. Sign up today and let the connections begin!

For more information and to sign up, contact Annie Sperling at 805-796-9255 or 
anniesperling279@gmail.com.

We can’t wait to welcome you to The Friendship Connection at VOS!
In Joy,

Your Membership Team

VOS Members Join
THE FRIENDSHIP 

CONNECTION

Shabbat Dinners • Chavurah • Friendship Activities

 

 

                                         

Play Day is Coming….. 
Support Valley Outreach Synagogue – VOS is sponsoring a Holiday Boutique/Play Day   

Join us to play your favorite game, Mahjongg, Canasta, Mexican Train, Rummy Q, etc. 

Enjoy lunch and shopping at the Holiday Boutique 

Sunday, November 5th, 11:00am – 3:00pm (Boutique opens at 10:00am) 
Bring your game and playmates (4/5).  Register early to qualify for a discount, send in 
playmates registrations at the same time or register individually.  Lunch is included.   

Early Bird - Pay by October 1 - $60/person.  After October 1 - $65/person. 
Registration closes October 23, 2923. 

 
Check payable to VOS. Mail with payment to Valley Outreach Synagogue, 26668 Agoura Road, 
Calabasas, CA 91302. (Print clearly) 

Name:  ________________________________  Phone No: _____________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ____________________ ____________________________________________ 

What game are you playing: ______________________________________________________ 

Playing with: __________________________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed:  $_________Credit Card No.______________________________________ 

Exp. Date: ___/____        CVV: ________  Zip Code: ___________________________________ 

Any questions, please email Denise Horowitz, denise.horowitz@icloud.com, 
Nancy Canter, ncanter1@aol.com or Carol Gold, candlau@gmail.com  

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is This Photo by Unknown Author 

Holiday Gift Boutique    
Sunday, November 5, 2023

           10:00am –3:00pm

  
Valley Outreach Synagogue

26668 Agoura Road, Calabasas
❖ Jewelry 
❖ Judaica 
❖ Women’s Clothing 
❖ Pampered Chef 
❖ Personalized Driedels 
❖ Pickle Ball Accessories 
❖ Assorted Gifts 

Bring Family and Friends  

Come and Support VOS and our Local Vendors 

Gift Buying was Never This Easy! 
Questions – denise.horowitz@icloud.com - ncanter1@aol.com or candlau@gmail.com

Holiday Gift Boutique    
Sunday, November 5, 2023

           10:00am –3:00pm

  
Valley Outreach Synagogue

26668 Agoura Road, Calabasas
❖ Jewelry 
❖ Judaica 
❖ Women’s Clothing 
❖ Pampered Chef 
❖ Personalized Driedels 
❖ Pickle Ball Accessories 
❖ Assorted Gifts 

Bring Family and Friends  

Come and Support VOS and our Local Vendors 

Gift Buying was Never This Easy! 
Questions – denise.horowitz@icloud.com - ncanter1@aol.com or candlau@gmail.com

Valley Outreach Synagogue 
26668 Agoura Road, Calabasas

RESCHEDULED

Rescheduled! Rain or Shine!
Sunday in the Afternoon with Groucho,
Gerald Sternbach and Frank Ferrante!

Sunday, December 10 | 2:00 p.m.

You're in for a special treat at our upcoming Arts and Culture event! Come to 
VOS on Sunday, December 10th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for "Sunday in the After-
noon With Groucho, Gerald Sternbach, and Frank Ferrante!" Spend an afternoon 
full of laughter and discussion hosted by Valley Outreach Synagogue's very own
musical director, Gerald Sternbach - who will have a conversation with his
colleague and friend, Frank Ferrante - to discuss their seven year collaboration 
in performance celebrating the quintessential Jewish-American comedian, 
Groucho Marx. Enjoy hearing personal recollections, stories and music from 
behind the scenes and watch video clips of Frank as Groucho.
Everyone is welcome so bring your family and friends.
There is no charge for this event. Suggested donation is $10.00.
We look forward to seeing you on December 10th.

For questions or more information, contact Wendy Levenson at 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

https://www.vosla.org/form/Groucho

VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT
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Prayers for Healing
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A. Rachel Aflalo, Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Eliahu Assouline

B. Barbara Barackman, Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch, Robyn Besem, 
 Jack Bielan, Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Sally Burns

C. Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas, Dojie Cayse, Ethan Childs,  
 Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli

D. Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due, Warren Due

E. Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser

F. Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco,  
 Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried

G. Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Steve Gilbert, Jeri Glassman,  
 Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress Goldsmith, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman, 
 Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman

H. Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann,  
 Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff

I. Tom Iverson

J. Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph

K. Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy Karlin,  
 Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, Roslyn Kramer,  
 Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets

L. Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Eddie Levin, Louise Levine,  
 Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez,  
 Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang

M. Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis,  
 Janet McKnight, Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles,  
 Shalom Elite bas Miryam, Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, Kelly Mulligan

N. Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak 

O. Mark Osterloh

P. Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky

Q. Helga Quinonez 

R. Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner,  
 Michael Reisner, Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara Rollins,   
Mickey Rosen, Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn Ross,  
 Stacey Ross, Joe Roth, Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip Rudolph

S. Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Alicia Seaton, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, Marco Shrem,  
 Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh, Jeannette St. Marie, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay Stenberg, Stevie Stock

T. Escher Tallman, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark Thall,  
 Daryl Thompson, Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom

V. Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann

W. Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss, John Weiss,  
 Shirley Wenner, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton

Y. Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman 

Z. Larry Zolkewitz, Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine



President  ..................................................................... Bill LaVere  ...................................818-326-2574  ......................................... President@vosla.org

Past President ............................................................. Karen Block .................................818-448-5009 ............................kblock@kblockandco.com

V.P. Administration .................................................... Jackie Berg ...................................818-383-0494  ..........................................VPadmin@vosla.org

Director of Administration .................................... Larry Rudner  .............................818-919-3518  ........................................rudner25@gmail.com

Director of Administration .................................... Terri Elkins ...................................818-421-3773  .................................. terrielkins23@gmail.com

V.P. Education .............................................................. Laura Blatt ...................................323-377-5852  ..................................... laurafogel@yahoo.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Susi Weissman  ..........................818-429-1220 .............................. susiweissman@icloud.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Alan Fels .......................................310-430-2426 .......................................... alanfels@charter.net

V.P. Finance ................................................................... Jeff Cohen ...................................818-383-8341 .........................................VPFinance@vosla.org

Director of Finance  .................................................. Alan Kimmel ...............................818-398-0630 ....................................... akimmel@krcpas.net

Director of Finance  .................................................. Abe Pelc .......................................818-633-3200 ...............................abraham.pelc@gmail.com

Treasurer  ...................................................................... Michael Magasinn  ...................310-487-1131 .............................................Treasurer@vosla.org

V.P. Membership ........................................................ Anne Sperling ............................805-796-9255  ....................... anniesperling279@gmail.com

Director of Membership ........................................ Joann Rand ..................................818-515-1113 .................................... joannrand43@gmail.com 

Director of Membership ........................................ Sue Ruttenberg-Kessler..........818-404-9589 .............................. runninsue@sbcglobal.net

V.P. Mitzvah .................................................................. Jay Stein  ......................................818-710-8649  .................... jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Carol Gold ...................................805-368-8652 .........................................cgold03@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Ed Kohn  .......................................818-606-9034 .............................................edjkohn@aol.com

V.P. Religious Practices  ............................................ Wendy Levenson ......................310-985-4285 ................................wendylev@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Betsy Shore .................................818-515-7180  ...............................betsyruth5151@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Karen Jacobs ...............................818-389-6435 ............................Karen.jacobs43@gmail.com

V.P. Fundraising  .......................................................... Denise Horowitz .......................818-497-5060 ....................... denise.horowitz@icloud.com

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Ron Lieberman  .........................818-516-3640  .......ron@designdevelopment-group.com 

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Cheryl Cohen .............................818-399-2418 ......................................cheryl@cohentnc.com

VOS JEWELS Director of Lifelong Learning  .... Sharone Weizman ....................818-882-4867  ....................................... sharonew@vosla.org

Recording Secretary ................................................. Randie Rosenberg ....................818-667-4201  .......................................poochluvrr@aol.com

VOS Board of Directors Contact Information

Spiritual Leader, Rabbi Ron Li-Paz .............................................................. Rabbili-paz@vosla.org............... 818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867

    Rabbis Emeriti, Jerry Fisher (z”l) and Richard Schachet (z”l) 

Office Administrator, Arlene Mayo ............................................................ officeadmin@vosla.org ............................... 818-882-4VOS (4867)

Musical Director, Gerald (Jerry) Sternbach ............................................. musicdirector@vosla.org ............................................818-882-4867 

VOS JEWELS  
Director of Life Long Learning, Sharone Weizman .............................. Sharonew@vosla.org ....................................................818-882-4867

Founding Musical Director, Jack Bielan ..................................................... felixxsong@yahoo.com ...............................................818-456-4298

The Outreach Coordinator, Arlene Mayo  .............................................. info@vosla.org ................................................................818-882-4867

VOS Clergy & Staff Contact Information
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Our VOS Board of Directors 2023–2025

President
Bill LaVere

Director 
Finance
Abe Pelc

Director 
Religious Practices
Karen Jacobs

Vice President 
Mitzvah
Jay Stein

Treasurer
Michael Magasinn

Director 
Administration
Terri Elkins

Vice President 
Education
Laura Blatt 

Director
Mitzvah
Carol Gold

Recording 
Secretary 
Randie Rosenberg

Vice President  
Membership
Anne Sperling 

Director 
Education
Susi Weissman             

Director 
Mitzvah
Ed Kohn

Director
Membership
Joann Rand

Director 
Education
Alan Fels     

Director 
Fundraising
Ron Lieberman       

Director
Membership
Sue Kessler            

Vice President  
Religious Practices
Wendy Levenson

Director 
Fundraising
Cheryl Cohen

Vice President 
Finance
Jeff Cohen

Vice President 
Fundraising
Denise Horowitz      

Vice President  
Administration
Jackie Berg

Director 
Finance
Alan Kimmel

Director
Administration
Larry Rudner

Director 
Religious Practices
Betsy Shore

JEWELS Education  
Director 
Sharone Weizman

Past President
Karen Block
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Bereavement .................................................Marlene Frierson ........................................... 818-718-9428

Butterfly Project ...........................................Julie Goren ..................................................... 818-489-6686

By-Laws ............................................................Mickey Bilsky ................................................... 818-384-1107

Chairman of Ushers .....................................Lenny Horowitz ...............................................213-200-1324

Chavurot ..........................................................Anne Sperling .................................................805-796-9255

Crafters’ Club .................................................Jean Cord .......................................................... 818-340-3394

Education ........................................................Carla Adivi .......................................................818-870-0459

Events Sales Coordinator ..........................Claudine Pelc ...................................................818-635-7917

High Holy Days ..............................................Stan Taub ..........................................................818-998-7224

High Holy Days ..............................................Stewart Epstein .............................................818-886-2380

Holocaust  .......................................................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Men’s Club.......................................................Bob Brandt .......................................................818-535-0067

Mt. Sinai ...........................................................Josh Ryan ......................................................... 818-458-0932

Oneg .................................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Oneg .................................................................Simone Brandt ...............................................818-891-6476

Oneg .................................................................Debbie Du Val .................................................. 818-384-5125 

Operation Interdependence....................Barbara Granowitz ........................................ 818-912-6063

Outreach Newsletter .................................Arlene Mayo ..................................................818-882-4867

Security ............................................................Jackie Berg ........................................................818-383-0494

Singles ...............................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Sisterhood ......................................................Barbara Barackman ...................................... 818-497-4969

Sunshine ..........................................................Harvey  and Sue Magidow ........................ 805-750-0345

Tribute Cards ..................................................Beverly Nisenson........................................... 818-360-2597

Tot Shabbat  ...................................................Judy Gaffin .................................................. Judy@vosla.org

Volunteer Coordinator ...............................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Yahrzeit Board ...............................................Karen Lavin  ....................................................818-882-4867

Committee Chair Contact Information
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26668 Agoura Road
Calabasas, CA 91302 
818.882.4VOS(4867) 

www.vosla.org

VOS Volunteers 
– join us!

Enrich your life while having 

fun, making new friends and 

supporting our VOS  

committees. 
 

We need you!

For more information on 

what interests you or how 

to become involved,  

contact Judy Benedict, our 

new volunteer coordinator, 

at Judybvosla@gmail.com.
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WPLAY DAY
Sunday, November 5

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Games & Lunch at VOS

Holiday 
Boutiquett

Sunday, November 5
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

at VOS

t t

Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, Brent’s Delicatessen & Restaurant, and Doris the Florist of Oaks 
Florist for their continuing generosity. Please mention VOS when you visit and order from these wonderful businesses in our 
community.

BRENT’S DELICATESSEN  
& RESTAURANT

www.brentsdeli.com

Westlake Village
2799 Townsgate Road 

Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-557-1882

Northridge
19565 Parthenia Street
Northridge, CA 91324

818-886-5679

FAZIO CLEANERS
www.faziocleaners.com

The Commons of Calabasas
4732 Commons Way
Calabasas, CA 91302

818-223-8006 

The Promenade at Westlake Village
140 Promenade Way - E

Westlake Village, CA 91362
805-370-0088

OAKS FLORIST
oaksflorist@yahoo.com

Westlake Village
31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606
Westlake Village, CA 91362

818-991-5444


