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Valley Outreach Synagogue (VOS) was 
founded in 1986, with a specific and 
unique mission among Los Angeles Jewish 
institutions. It was to open a wide and 
welcoming door to Jewish life. 

Our founding spiritual leader, Rabbi 
Richard Schachet, of blessed memory, 
wanted to create a synagogue that would 
serve all who wished to participate, 
regardless of their Jewish knowledge and 
experience, their sexual orientation or 
their ability to afford, what he believed, 
was essential for good living and for a 
better society.

In 2017 VOS opened a beautiful Synagogue 
and Center for Jewish Life in Calabasas. 
Our center is home to services, classes, 
social gatherings, and it can be home to 
your next celebration or business event. 
Welcome in!

From Rabbi Li-Paz
My thoughts right now are on the hostages. You and I are getting on with our 
lives, thinking about holiday gatherings, recipes, diets and gifts. They are…? 
Their families are…? Will they even know when their entire nation is lighting the 
first candle of Chanukah, singing about miracles that happened then and now 
(ba-yamim hazeh uvazman ha-zeh)?

I believe that living in constant sorrow is dishonoring the victims of October 
7th, both living and dead, and so our moral and social imperative must surely be 
to balance mindfulness of their plight with the other contradictory Jewish goal 
of cultivating gratitude and contentment. We’ll sit around tables and proclaim, 
L’chaim – to life, all the while knowing that lives were stolen. We’ll light Chanukah 
candles with increased brightness each night knowing that those little flames 
are powerless to overcome so much darkness that exists in our world. And we’ll 
rejoice in brides and grooms, Bar and Bat Mitzvah boys and girls. We’ll welcome 
new babies into families and communities knowing that living in this world will 
require faith and courage. 

Since Chanukah means dedication, I want to suggest that we might each dedicate 
ourselves to solid Israel knowledge this year. Many college kids and adults of all 
ages have said to me, “I don’t really know the facts so I just stay quiet…I don’t 
know what’s true…I don’t know if what is printed on the placard and held by the 
protester is accurate.”

Please utilize me and our wonderful, knowledgeable Director of Lifelong Learn-
ing, Sharone, as resources. Reach out for conversations, book, article and podcast 
recommendations.

And have a happy Chanukah.

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz

Chanukah menorahs in traditional boxes are lit  
in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem.

Light in a Time  
of Great Darkness



Jay Stein, 
VP Mitzvah
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Anne Sperling, 
VP Membership

VOS President’s Message

Bill LaVere, 
VOS President

I can’t believe it is already December. I look forward to our December 8 Shabbat Service 
themed “Our Family Celebration of Chanukah,” beginning promptly at 6:30 p.m. We 
have a lot of special things planned for this service and I look forward to seeing everyone.  

On December 10 at 2:00 p.m. we will be holding our rescheduled “Sunday Afternoon 
with Groucho” event starring Frank Ferrante and our Musical Director, Gerald Sternbach. 
Frank and Gerald will be spending an afternoon full of laughter and discussion centered 
around their seven-year collaboration in performance celebrating the quintessential 
Jewish-American comedian, Groucho Marx. Enjoy hearing personal recollections, stories, 
and music from behind the scenes, and watch video clips of Frank performing as Groucho. 
Everyone is welcome so bring your family and friends.  

While celebrating the holidays, please remember those who are less fortunate by donat-
ing new toys to Toys for Tots or making additional donations to your favorite charities. 
Also, consider donating to VOS. Your membership dues only cover approximately 40%  
of our annual expenses, so we rely on your generosity at this time of year. 

As a reminder to those of you who have not yet taken your Required Minimum Distribu-
tion (RMD) from your IRA, keep in mind that you may make a Qualified Charitable Distri-
bution directly to VOS from your IRA. By making a Qualified Charitable Distribution from 
your IRA to VOS, it will count toward your RMD, but you will not be taxed on the amount 
you donate to VOS. It is a win-win for you and for VOS.

Linda and I wish the entire VOS community a happy and healthy Chanukah and New Year.  
May the light of the chanukiah bring happiness to you and your family.

Shalom! As the Festival of Lights ap-
proaches, the Membership Team wishes to 
extend heartfelt Chanukah greetings to all. 

This joyous celebration, rich in history and 
tradition, is a beacon of hope, illuminating 
the world with its profound moral and 
ethical values. Chanukah is a time to reflect 
on the inner essence of things and to 
appreciate beauty that is not merely skin-
deep but radiates from within. It is a time 
to remember that we, as a Jewish commu-

nity, are a light that shines brightly in the world. Each of us has 
within us the spirit of unity, resilience and faith. 

Our unwavering support for Israel is a testament to our com-
mitment to these values. We stand together, knowing that our 
collective strength and unity give us strength that guides us 
through challenging times. 

As we light the chanukiah this Chanukah, let us remember that 
our community is a beacon of hope, a shining light that illumi-
nates peace. 

Happy Chanukah to all!

The Membership Team The Mitzvah Committee
Time to Strengthen ourselves 
through Service 
What an overwhelming last several weeks 
we have experienced. I wish I could say 
the worst is over, but we don’t know 
what is in store for us. I believe what is 
needed is for all of us to become closer 
to Judaism and its principles. The need  
to strengthen our congregation, the 
community and each other is real. Our 
lives must not be defined by those who 

hate us, but by those who love us. Together, we will weather 
this storm.

The time is now to give back to our congregation, the commu-
nity and strengthen our bonds of service. There will be several 
ways the Mitzvah Committee will be working toward Tikkun 
Olam (repairing the world).  

The Mitzvah Committee and I are open to new ideas. If you 
have something you are involved in, perhaps The Mitzvah 
Committee can participate as well. Please get in touch with 
me at jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com or 818-419-0462. I’m 
excited to meet you.



Dear VOS Families,

Happy Chanukah! As we light the 
candles and share in the warmth of this 
festival of lights, we are filled with grati-
tude for the unity and kindness that de-
fines our VOS community. Despite the 
challenges faced by our friends in Israel, 
our collective prayers, love and support 
persist, bringing comfort and strength to 
those in need.

Throughout the month of Novem-
ber our community actively engaged 
in meaningful Mitzvah projects that 
exemplify the spirit of Chanukah. In 
the aftermath of the October 7 crises, 
our students crafted heartfelt cards for 
children in Israel, delivering messages of 
hope and solidarity..

The highlight of our month was the 
launch of our first Annual Chanukah 
Angels program. With 75 participating 
families, we embraced this wonder-
ful Mitzvah opportunity to adopt 17 
Chai-Lifeline children. It was heartwarm-
ing to witness our community come to-
gether on November 8 to celebrate and 
wrap presents for these children. This 
inter-generational Mitzvah allowed our 

Sharone Weizman, M.Ed., VOS JEWELS 
Director of Lifelong Learning

youngest and oldest members to work 
side by side, reinforcing the strength of 
our community bonds.

Our dedicated teens played a crucial 
role, delivering the presents to Chai-Life-
line and exploring the various Mitzvah 
and volunteer opportunities the orga-
nization offers to families around the 
globe dealing with illness. It’s inspiring 
to see one of our students planning his 
Bar Mitzvah project in collaboration with 
Chai-Lifeline, a testament to the lasting 
impact of our community’s involvement.

Looking ahead, our JEWELS families 
will be celebrating Chanukah together, 
culminating in a Family Shabbat Chanu-
kah celebration on December 8. Join us 
for an evening filled with music, candle 
lighting, songs, food and dancing, as we 
come together to celebrate the festival 
of lights.

Additionally, mark your calendars for 
our Chanukah Program on Wednesday, 
December 13. This communal event 
will bring parents and stu-
dents together for an evening 
of fun, food, celebration, 
learning, candle lighting and 
community building.

As we enter this season of 
joy, we extend our warmest 
wishes to the entire VOS 
community for a Happy 
Chanukah. May your homes 
be filled with light, happiness, 
celebration, joy and above 
all, good health. Our prayers 
continue for Israel and the safety of our 
extended family living there.

Wishing you a Chanukah filled with love 
and light,

Sharone Weizman
Director of Lifelong Learning

Celebrating Light, Community and  
Acts of Kindness this Chanukah at VOS

Save 
the 

Dates
December 8 

Family Shabbat  
Chanukah Celebration

& 
December 13

Chanukah Program
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JEWELS students 
wrote cards for 
children in Israel 
and Chanukah 
Angels program 
participants 
wrapped gifts 
for Chai-Lifeline 
children.



VOS has launched a new group for singles 55+ to enjoy outings and  
activities together, including going to restaurants, movies, theater, 
parties, hikes and Shabbat dinners. Meet new people and create new, 
meaningful relationships. 

Join us for a Chanukah Potluck Shabbat Dinner at VOS on December 8 at 5:30 p.m. prior to the 6:30 
p.m. VOS Chanukah Shabbat Service. There is no charge for this event and everyone is welcome! Bring 
your friends and enjoy a fun evening out with delicious food, conversation, latkes and more! Sign up 
using the flyer on page 10 of this month’s Outreach to bring an item of your choice. Space is limited  
so register early. 

For questions or to volunteer to help, please contact Wendy Levenson at wendylev@sbcglobal.net  
or 310-985-4285.

You are in store for a special treat at our upcoming Arts and Culture event!

Join us at VOS on Sunday, December 10 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for “Sunday in 
the Afternoon with Groucho”. Spend an afternoon full of laughter and discus-
sion hosted by Valley Outreach Synagogue’s Musical Director, Gerald Sternbach. 
Gerald will lead a conversation with his colleague and friend, Frank Ferrante, to 
discuss their seven year collaboration in performance celebrating the quint-
essential Jewish American comedian, Groucho Marx. Enjoy hearing personal 
recollections, stories and music from behind the scenes and watch video clips 
of Frank as Groucho. 

Everyone is welcome, so bring your family and friends. There is no charge for 
this event, but there is a suggested donation of $10. 

Please contact Wendy Levenson at wendylev@sbcglobal.net or 310-985-4285  
if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing you on December 10!

VOS Arts & Culture Event:
Rescheduled – Rain or Shine!

Our Rabbi-in-Residence Lecture Series will return on January 18, 2024. We begin 
this series with a new line-up of inspiring and insightful rabbis from all over the 
country coming to VOS to share their wisdom and insight with us. Mark your  
calendar for the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.

For more information or to sponsor a rabbi for the new year, please contact  
Wendy Levenson at wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

Rabbi-in-Residence Lecture Series
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Wendy Levenson, 
VP Religious 
Practices

In addition to these events,  
check out pages 10-12  

for more ways 
to get involved!

DECEMBER 
EVENTS

NEW! VOS Singles 55+

December 3
Sisterhood  

Holiday Luncheon

December 7
VOS Men’s Club Meeting

December 8
VOS  

Community Chanukah 
Shabbat Service

December 8
Chanukah Potluck Shabbat  

Singles 55+ Dinner

December 10
Sunday in the Afternoon 

with Groucho

December 13
JEWELS Chanukah  

Program



The Fundraising Team

Denise Horowitz,
VP Fundraising

Save the Date for the VOS Gala
WESTERN NIGHTS
 05  •  04 •  2024

VOS Sisterhood
VOS Sisterhood 
had a great turn-
out on November 
2 with our mem-
bers donating 
an abundance of 
items to pack for 
our military on be-
half of Operation 
Interdependence 
(OI). 

Our members put together over 200 bags for our troops with 
written notes of support included in each bag. Thank you all 
for working so hard and making a difference.

We will be having our Chanukah Luncheon on Sunday,  
December 3, at BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse in Woodland 
Hills. Make sure you have signed up. See page 10 of this 
month’s Outreach for more information.

There will be no meeting in January, however we are planning 
a Zoom meeting with a guest speaker on February 1, 2024.  
Details to follow.

Enjoy Thanksgiving with your friends and loved ones and 
count your blessings!

Barbara Barackman, 
Sisterhood  
President 

Sisterhood members donated items and packed over 200 
bags to support our troops.

The Men’s Club is dedicated to 
the camaraderie of great men, the 
support of our synagogue, the 
exchange of life experience and, 
occasionally, good jokes!

The Men’s Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the month. Gather-
ing begins at 5:45 p.m. for a free 
dinner and the meeting begins at 
6:30 p.m.

The next meeting is December 7, 
2023. For additional details, contact 
Bob Brandt at 818-535-0067.

VOS Men’s Club 
Meets Every 
Month
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Our Family Celebration 
of Chanukah

VOS Shabbat
Chanukah Service
12/8 at 6:30 p.m.

The VOS Play Day and Holiday Boutique was a big success 
thanks to the wonderful support of the VOS community. We 
had 12 tables of players for Play Day who all enjoyed games with 
their friends (such as mahjongg, canasta, scrabble, rummikub),  
a delicious lunch and plenty of time to shop at the boutique.

The VOS community came out in droves to support VOS by shopping at the Holiday Boutique. All of the 
vendors were very pleased with the day and we look forward to seeing them again next year. The money 

we raised from both events will help support our community. We hope to make 
this a yearly event every November.

The Western Nights Gala at VOS is in the planning stages and will be held on 
May 4, 2024. Please save the date for this fun and important fundraising event 
and join us to celebrate our synagogue’s Honorees.

Though parts of the world are in turmoil, we need to be supportive of our heri-
tage and the people around us. I wish you all a safe, healthy, happy holiday with 
your friends and family.  



 
Happy Holidays 
to everyone. 

Hanukkah is early 
this year and I 
hope you will 
celebrate the Fes-
tival of Lights with 
family and friends. 
Although it is a 
minor holiday, 
there is still reason 

we choose to celebrate. We acknowl-
edge the challenges Jews have endured 
throughout our history. We light can-
dles each night and prepare latkes and 
lots of good food. 

With all that is happening around the 
world and in Israel, we still need to be 
strong in our beliefs and traditions. 
Our children and grandchildren need 
to understand how important it is so 
they see a future for the Jewish people 
and a reason for the State of Israel to 
exist.

Throughout the year, I reach out to our 
congregation to donate time to the 
Bereavement Committee. This spe-
cial group is an important part of our 
synagogue, but in order to remain so, I 
need you to reach out to me and have 
a conversation about doing a mitzvah. 
Join with me to help those in need of 
the services we provide during such 
difficult times in their lives. 

Email me at Mmarni@juno.com with 
your contact information and I will 
contact you.  

We have all felt alone and often iso-
lated from the world, when we are ill 
or when suffering a devastating loss in 
our lives. As a VOS family member, the 
Sunshine Committee makes a promise 
to you that you will never be alone or 
forgotten.

The Sunshine Committee volunteers 
regularly send “Thinking of You”, “Get 
Well” and “Sympathy“ cards to mem-
bers during difficult times. The commit-
tee makes phone calls, a house call, or 
a visit to a recovery facility to check in 
and make sure all is well. 

At the direction of our clergy, com-
mittee volunteers are standing by to 
ensure that no VOS member is isolated 
or alone during stressful periods in 
their lives.

Thank you to our Sunshine Committee 
volunteers for their tireless efforts to 
support the good health and well-be-
ing of our VOS family.

Sue and Harvey Magidow, 
Co-Chairs
VOS Sunshine Committee

Sunshine 
Committee

Bereavement  
Committee

Marlene Frierson, 
Bereavement 
Chairperson

Julian Fox, 
a beloved member of our 

congregation.

Sherman Gamson,  
father of Teri,

beloved member of our  
synagogue community. 

Paul Grossman,  
husband of Vicki,

beloved member of our  
synagogue community.

Paul Kessler,  
victim of an  

antisemitic attack

Robert Reyto,   
husband of Susanne

Harvey Weiner,  
father of Marcia (Doug) 

Mankoff

Condolences

Vicki Barkan
Carol Bloom (4 donations)
Susan (Ron) Braunstein
Ron (Susan) Braunstein
Stanley Broffman (2 donations)
Roberta (Brian) Caplin
Lynda Fox
Jim (Faye) Friedman
Carol Gordon
Grace Gross
David (Judy) Handelman
June Kaplan
Sandy (Joel) Kaplan-Levy

Prior Month’s  
Yahrzeit Donations

Barbara Klubeck
William (Linda) LaVere
Sol (Marilyn) Levine
Norman (Phyllis Cohen) Levy
Michael Magasinn
Beverly Pessell
Janine (George) Quint
Robert (Renee) Resnick
Jacquiline Rondinelli
Cecile (Ron) Rubin
Barbara (Arthur) Sherman
Mariana Stark
Trena Thompson
Robert (Susi) Weissman
Susan Winer
Eleanor Zalin
Dr. Allen (Marcia) Zatkin (2 donations)

Reaching Out to Invite You In

OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 6



 

Tributes  & Mitzvah Donations
A Tribute or Mitzvah Donation can be made at any time in honor or in memory of someone. Go to the “Giving” menu on www.vosla.org 
or contact the VOS Office at 818-882-4867 for more information.

Dan & Carla Adivi

Joan Mall Baral,  
in memory of Samuel Mall

Adam & Cathy Belsky,  
in memory of Anne Sperling’s 
mother, Ebba Ostrom

Karen Block & Steve Clayton,
for Giving Tuesday

Cookie Eichner,  
in memory of Bob Eichner

Robert and Beth Fiance,  
for Giving Tuesday

Judy & Jeff Gaffin,  
donation to Security fund

Judy & Jeff Gaffin,  
in honor of the Rand’s 80th 
birthdays

Alice & Don Goldsobel, 
in honor of Alice’s birthday,  
Security support & in memory  
of Paul Grossman

Dina and Norman Gonor,  
for Giving Tuesday

Judy & Irv Groner, 
in honor of the Rand’s 80th 
birthdays

Judy Grossman,  
in memory of Robin Sachs

David & Judy Handelman,  
in memory of Paul Grossman

Bunni Hoffman, 
in honor of the Rand’s 80th 
birthdays

Barbara Huff,  
for Giving Tuesday

Richard & Charlotte Johnson, 
in honor of the Rand’s 80th 
birthdays

Carol Kaplan, 
in honor of IDF-Security  
support & Sunday with Groucho

Lawrence and Carmel Karp,  
for Giving Tuesday

Doreen Kates,
for Sunday with Groucho

Raymond and Carole Leboff, 
for Giving Tuesday

Sol & Marilyn Levine

Harvey Levy

Michael Magasinn

Harvey and Sue Magidow,  
for Giving Tuesday

November Yom Kippur Appeal Donations

Barbara Alpert
Vicki Barkan
Artie & Misty “Ellie” Berrick
Mickey Bilsky
Frank & Judith Bonoff
Aileen Candlish
Jeff & Cheryl Cohen
Steve Berkowitz
Brenda & Heywood Friedman
Steven & Sherrie Garelick

Thank you to the following people who made a donation to VOS at our High Holy Day Services.

Ross & Debbie Goldberg
Barbara Guerin
Craig & Lindsey Housenick
Joseph & Shelby Kopecky
Rosalinda & Stuart Kramer
Wendy Levenson
Leonard & Jean Marder
Stan & Beverly Nisenson
Adrianne & Avi (Abraham) Pasternak
Ann Radow

Alan & JoAnn Rand
Bernard & Joyce Raskin
Dorri Raskin
Larry & Laurie Rudner
Judy Sagerman
Beth Schindler
Lori Schulman
Sandra Stackler
Charles & Stephanie Sztanski

Norma Miles,  
in memory of Susan Allensworth, 
my dear friend, you will be missed, 
rest in peace

Alex and Eleanor Mizrahi, 
for Giving Tuesday

Barbara Myer

Renee & Bob Resnick,  
in honor of the Rand’s 80th  
birthdays

Janice Roth,  
in memory of Johanna Spira

Donna Sheanin,  
donation to Security fund

Al & Barbara Swedelson, 
in appreciation of Yip Harburg 
Musical Tribute

Barbara & Lee Van Sluyters,  
in appreciation of the Shabbat 
Service on November 10

Victor & Jennifer Tabbush,
In memory of Lili Murnaghan,  
& for Giving Tuesday

Chad & Robyn Weber,
for Giving Tuesday

Elise Wilson,  
VOS gives all year long
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12/1 Dojie Cayse
12/1 Alida Gauthier
12/1 Michael Rosen
12/2 Beth Falikoff
12/2 Nora Fels
12/2 Aiden Schneiderman
12/2 Laurie Wahler
12/3 Sandra Stackler 
12/3 Amy Yoffe
12/4 Jonathan Serota
12/5 Kimberly Anton
12/5 Judy Einbund
12/5 Scott Lesh
12/5 Ron Lieberman
12/6 Carla Adivi
12/7 Morgan Lavin
12/7 Ori Rubin
12/7 Jonathan Rubin
12/8 Linda Blovett
12/8 Charles Sztanski 
12/8 Ken Ungar
12/9 Brian Bernstein
12/9 Jill Rosen
12/10 Barbara Alpert
12/10 Dakota Keller
12/10 Jonah Li-Paz

12/11 Susan Braunstein
12/11 Jenna Lorin
12/11 Nicole Parker
12/12 Susi Weissman
12/13 Meadow Beck
12/13 Karen Lavin
12/13 Barbara Leiken
12/14 Harriet Berman
12/14 Marcia Zatkin
12/15 Peyton Anton
12/15 Lyle Glazer
12/15 Luis Macias
12/15 Corrinne Notkin 
12/15 Jenna Rosen
12/16 Candice Miller
12/16 Alex Mizrahi
12/16 Sheila Zolkewitz
12/17 Tahlia Spector
12/17 Diane Stein
12/18 Michael Reisner 
12/18 Brad Tanenbaum
12/18 Matthew Witkin
12/19 Neri Gauthier
12/19 Marilyn Levine
12/19 Lauren Macht
12/19 Michael Yoffe

Milestone Birthdays
12/2 Nora Fels
12/2 Laurie Wahler
12/4 Jonathan Serota 
12/5 Scott Lesh
12/5 Ron Lieberman
12/6 Carla Adivi
12/8 Linda Blovett
12/10 Dakota Keller
12/11 Nicole Parker
12/14 Harriet Berman
12/15 Lyle Glazer
12/15 Corrinne Notkin
12/17 Diane Stein
12/23 Mark Kadner
12/24 Arlene Dorn

Birthdays

Your joy is our joy!
Please email info@vosla.org if you have a 

simcha to share with our community.

December Simchas – Mazel Tov!

12/20 Jerry Goldstein
12/20 Norma Miles
12/21 Sam Felton
12/21 Rachel Yoffe
12/22 Judy Adelman
12/22 Samuel Finkelberg
12/22 Laurie Goldey
12/22 Jack Hirsch
12/22 Arlene Dorn
12/22 Olivia Horowitz
12/22 Robert Resnick
12/22 Joann Epstein-Bliss
12/22 William Frankenstein
12/22 Brianna Haemmerle
12/23 Mark Kadner
12/24 Arlene Dorn
12/24 Lauren Kadner
12/26 Jessica Fisher
12/27 Reese Wellisch
12/28 Emily Rodnunsky 
12/29 Jean Cord
12/29 Greg Geilman
12/29 Robin Loehr
12/30 Brent Gelick
12/31 Eleanor Mizrahi 

Anniversaries 

12/3 Stan & Beverly Nisenson
12/6 Fred & Ileene Weiss 
12/11 Judy Palnick & Robert Cohen 
12/12 Donald & Beverly Reggie
12/14 Jeffrey Kramer & Marcia Eaker  
12/15 Charles & Stephanie Sztanski 
12/17 Marshall & Bunny Field 
12/18 Arnold & Harriet Kornfield 
12/19 Leonard & Jean Marder 
12/21 Marshall Fenig  
 & Stephanie Heller-Fenig  
12/28 Sharon Fine & Bob Stiles
12/30 Ralph & Bette Garren 
12/30 Richard & Robin Loehr 

Milestone Anniversaries
12/11 Judy Palnick & Robert Cohen
12/12 Beverly & Donald Reggie
12/19 Leonard & Jean Marder

Wedding
Molly & Alex Lavin

Bar Mitzvah
Emmett Blatt
Gavin Koehler
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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LITTLE BOY,  
I KNOW YOUR NAME

During my adult life on 

countless occasions, 

a friend, acquaintance 

or stranger would ask 

about my life. When 

speaking of my child-

hood, I learned to be 

careful in how I an-

swered this question 

knowing that often it 

would lead to more un-

comfortable questions. 

Nonetheless, I would 

respond. Eventually 

and without fail, my 

friend or acquaintance 

would say, “You have 

a very interesting life 

story. You should write 

a book.” So I did.

- Mitchell Raff

To find out more about the author, visit www.mitchellraff.com



RESCHEDULED

Rescheduled! Rain or Shine!
Sunday in the Afternoon with Groucho,
Gerald Sternbach and Frank Ferrante!

Sunday, December 10 | 2:00 p.m.

You're in for a special treat at our upcoming Arts and Culture event! Come to 
VOS on Sunday, December 10th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for "Sunday in the After-
noon With Groucho, Gerald Sternbach, and Frank Ferrante!" Spend an afternoon 
full of laughter and discussion hosted by Valley Outreach Synagogue's very own
musical director, Gerald Sternbach - who will have a conversation with his
colleague and friend, Frank Ferrante - to discuss their seven year collaboration 
in performance celebrating the quintessential Jewish-American comedian, 
Groucho Marx. Enjoy hearing personal recollections, stories and music from 
behind the scenes and watch video clips of Frank as Groucho.
Everyone is welcome so bring your family and friends.
There is no charge for this event. Suggested donation is $10.00.
We look forward to seeing you on December 10th.

For questions or more information, contact Wendy Levenson at 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net or (310) 985-4285.

https://www.vosla.org/form/Groucho

VOS ARTS & CULTURE EVENT

Sunday, December 3, 2023
12:30 – 2:30 p.m.

BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
6424 Canoga Ave., Woodland Hills

 
$35 per person

Buffet Menu: 
Assorted pizzas, Parmesan Crusted Chicken, Salad, Drinks and Dessert

Sisterhood 
Chanukah Luncheon

We welcome all Sisterhood Members 
to celebrate together at our

Time for TOYS FOR TOTS!  
Please bring a new, unwrapped toy for a needy child.

Please send a check no later than 11/27/23. Limited seating.
Make checks payable to VOS with SISTERHOOD in MEMO LINE.   

Your check is your reservation.

Mail to: Barbara Huff, 30422 Passageway Place, Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Questions? Call Barbara Huff at 818-441-3384

Include your name and phone number with your mailed-in check.
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with Rabbi Li-Paz

Join Rabbi Li-Paz and your friends to read The 
Contemporary Torah, A Gender-Sensitive
Adaptation of the JPS Translation, to explore its 
beauty and relevance to your life. 

No prior knowledge of Hebrew or Torah is
necessary. 

Torah Inspired Learning

9:30 a.m. – Check-in & informal schmooze
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. – Class session
$5 donation

Bring an item for our potluck breakfast.

 Thursday – 10/12, 10/26*, 11/9, 12/14, 1/11*, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 
3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25, 5/9 & 5/23
*Substitute      
 VOS Lobby

Adult Education
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Are you looking to meet new people and make lasting connections within our 
synagogue? Look no further than The Friendship Connection!

By filling out a simple form, you can let us know that you’re interested in at-
tending Shabbat dinners, fun outings to the theater, hiking, brunch and more! 
Maybe you’re even ready to join a Chavurah!

The best part? There’s no commitment to a set time or day. Simply participate 
in The Friendship Connection and we’ll give you a call whenever we have a 
happening in which we think you’d be interested.

Join us all for the good vibes and get to know your neighbors in the process.  
Experience Jewish living at its finest with The Friendship Connection at VOS.

Don’t miss out on this incredible opportunity to expand your social circle and 
create meaningful relationships. Sign up today and let the connections begin!

For more information and to sign up, contact Annie Sperling at  
805-796-9255 or anniesperling279@gmail.com.

We can’t wait to welcome you to The Friendship Connection at VOS!

In Joy,
Your Membership Team

VOS Members Join
THE FRIENDSHIP 

CONNECTION!

Shabbat Dinners • Chavurah • Friendship Activities

 
 
Security Task Force 
 
The American Red Cross will be at VOS on Sunday, January 21, 2024, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. to 
teach participants the following two courses:  
  

The Adult First Aid/CPR/AED course incorporates the latest science and teaches 
individuals to recognize and care for a variety of first aid emergencies such as burns, 
cuts, scrapes, sudden illnesses, head, neck, back injuries, heat and cold emergencies 
and how to respond to breathing and cardiac emergencies.   
  
The Life-Threatening Bleeding and Tourniquet Application course provides 
individuals the knowledge and skills necessary to recognize life-threatening bleeding and 
give care to a person with life-threatening bleeding until advanced EMS personnel arrive 
and begin their care of the person. This skill boost was developed to address the need 
for training in the use of direct pressure, applying a tourniquet and wound packing.  
 

The session includes one 15-minute break and one 30-minute lunch break. Certification is good 
for two years. The cost is $100.00 per person. This is a tax deductible donation to VOS. Space 
is limited. Please register here: https://www.vosla.org/form/First-Aid

_____________. 
   
Thank you, 
 
Leonard Horowitz 
Security Task Force Chairman 
 

Join the VOS Book Club for reading suggestions  
and thought provoking discussions. 

Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month  
at 11:00 a.m. either on Zoom or in a member’s home.

Our past book selections: 
OCTOBER: Beautiful Country by Qian Julie Wang

NOVEMBER: Koshersoul by Michael Twitty

OUR SELECTION FOR DECEMBER
Big Lies in a Small Town  

by Diane Chamberlain
For more information contact  

Barbara Van Sluyters at 818-522-1577

Looking for some new 
books to read?

N E W !  V O S  B O O K  C L U B
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Prayers for Healing
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A. Rachel Aflalo, Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Eliahu Assouline

B. Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch,  
 Robyn Besem, Jack Bielan, Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Michael Burns

C. Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas,  
 Shelley Cataldo, Dojie Cayse, Ethan Childs, Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli

D. Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due, Warren Due

E. Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser

F. Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco,  
 Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried

G. Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Steve Gilbert, Jeri Glassman,  
 Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress Goldsmith, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman, 
 Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman

H. Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann,  
 Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff

I. Tom Iverson

J. Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph

K. Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy Karlin,  
 Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, Roslyn Kramer,  
 Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets

L. Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Eddie Levin, Louise Levine,  
 Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez,  
 Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang

M. Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis, Janet McKnight,  
 Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles, Shalom Elite bas Miryam,  
 Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, Kelly Mulligan

N. Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak 

O. Lee Osterloh, Mark Osterloh

P. Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky

Q. Helga Quinonez 

R. Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner, Michael Reisner,  
 Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara Rollins, Mickey Rosen,  
 Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn Ross, Stacey Ross, Joe Roth,  
 Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip Rudolph

S. Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, Marco Shrem, Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, 
 Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh, Jeannette St. Marie, Jim Stedt, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay Stenberg, Stevie Stock

T. Escher Tallman, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark Thall, Daryl Thompson,  
 Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom

V. Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann

W. Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss, John Weiss,  
 Shirley Wenner, Fred Wickman, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton

Y. Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman 

Z. Larry Zolkewitz, Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine



President  ..................................................................... Bill LaVere  ...................................818-326-2574  ......................................... President@vosla.org

Past President ............................................................. Karen Block .................................818-448-5009 ............................kblock@kblockandco.com

V.P. Administration .................................................... Jackie Berg ...................................818-383-0494  ..........................................VPadmin@vosla.org

Director of Administration .................................... Larry Rudner  .............................818-919-3518  ........................................rudner25@gmail.com

Director of Administration .................................... Terri Elkins ...................................818-421-3773  .................................. terrielkins23@gmail.com

V.P. Education .............................................................. Laura Blatt ...................................323-377-5852  ..................................... laurafogel@yahoo.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Susi Weissman  ..........................818-429-1220 .............................. susiweissman@icloud.com 

Director of Education  ............................................. Alan Fels .......................................310-430-2426 .......................................... alanfels@charter.net

V.P. Finance ................................................................... Jeff Cohen ...................................818-383-8341 .........................................VPFinance@vosla.org

Director of Finance  .................................................. Alan Kimmel ...............................818-398-0630 ....................................... akimmel@krcpas.net

Director of Finance  .................................................. Abe Pelc .......................................818-633-3200 ...............................abraham.pelc@gmail.com

Treasurer  ...................................................................... Michael Magasinn  ...................310-487-1131 .............................................Treasurer@vosla.org

V.P. Membership ........................................................ Anne Sperling ............................805-796-9255  ....................... anniesperling279@gmail.com

Director of Membership ........................................ Joann Rand ..................................818-515-1113 .................................... joannrand43@gmail.com 

Director of Membership ........................................ Sue Ruttenberg-Kessler..........818-404-9589 .............................. runninsue@sbcglobal.net

V.P. Mitzvah .................................................................. Jay Stein  ......................................818-710-8649  .................... jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Carol Gold ...................................805-368-8652 .........................................cgold03@gmail.com

Director of Mitzvah  ................................................. Ed Kohn  .......................................818-606-9034 .............................................edjkohn@aol.com

V.P. Religious Practices  ............................................ Wendy Levenson ......................310-985-4285 ................................wendylev@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Betsy Shore .................................818-515-7180  ...............................betsyruth5151@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Practices  ............................ Karen Jacobs ...............................818-389-6435 ............................Karen.jacobs43@gmail.com

V.P. Fundraising  .......................................................... Denise Horowitz .......................818-497-5060 ....................... denise.horowitz@icloud.com

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Ron Lieberman  .........................818-516-3640  .......ron@designdevelopment-group.com 

Director of Fundraising ........................................... Cheryl Cohen .............................818-399-2418 ......................................cheryl@cohentnc.com

VOS JEWELS Director of Lifelong Learning  .... Sharone Weizman ....................818-882-4867  ....................................... sharonew@vosla.org

Recording Secretary ................................................. Randie Rosenberg ....................818-667-4201  .......................................poochluvrr@aol.com

VOS Board of Directors Contact Information

Spiritual Leader, Rabbi Ron Li-Paz .............................................................. Rabbili-paz@vosla.org............... 818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867

    Rabbis Emeriti, Jerry Fisher (z”l) and Richard Schachet (z”l) 

Office Administrator, Arlene Mayo ............................................................ officeadmin@vosla.org ............................... 818-882-4VOS (4867)

Musical Director, Gerald (Jerry) Sternbach ............................................. musicdirector@vosla.org ............................................818-882-4867 

VOS JEWELS  
Director of Life Long Learning, Sharone Weizman .............................. Sharonew@vosla.org ....................................................818-882-4867

Founding Musical Director, Jack Bielan ..................................................... felixxsong@yahoo.com ...............................................818-456-4298

The Outreach Coordinator, Arlene Mayo  .............................................. info@vosla.org ................................................................818-882-4867

VOS Clergy & Staff Contact Information
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Our VOS Board of Directors 2023–2025

President
Bill LaVere

Director 
Finance
Abe Pelc

Director 
Religious Practices
Karen Jacobs

Vice President 
Mitzvah
Jay Stein

Treasurer
Michael Magasinn

Director 
Administration
Terri Elkins

Vice President 
Education
Laura Blatt 

Director
Mitzvah
Carol Gold

Recording 
Secretary 
Randie Rosenberg

Vice President  
Membership
Anne Sperling 

Director 
Education
Susi Weissman             

Director 
Mitzvah
Ed Kohn

Director
Membership
Joann Rand

Director 
Education
Alan Fels     

Director 
Fundraising
Ron Lieberman       

Director
Membership
Sue Kessler            

Vice President  
Religious Practices
Wendy Levenson

Director 
Fundraising
Cheryl Cohen

Vice President 
Finance
Jeff Cohen

Vice President 
Fundraising
Denise Horowitz      

Vice President  
Administration
Jackie Berg

Director 
Finance
Alan Kimmel

Director
Administration
Larry Rudner

Director 
Religious Practices
Betsy Shore

JEWELS Education  
Director 
Sharone Weizman

Past President
Karen Block
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Bereavement .................................................Marlene Frierson ........................................... 818-718-9428

Butterfly Project ...........................................Julie Goren ..................................................... 818-489-6686

By-Laws ............................................................Mickey Bilsky ................................................... 818-384-1107

Chairman of Ushers .....................................Lenny Horowitz ...............................................213-200-1324

Chavurot ..........................................................Anne Sperling .................................................805-796-9255

Crafters’ Club .................................................Jean Cord .......................................................... 818-340-3394

Education ........................................................Sharone Weizman ........................................818-870-0459

Events Sales Coordinator ..........................Claudine Pelc ...................................................818-635-7917

High Holy Days ..............................................Stan Taub ..........................................................818-998-7224

High Holy Days ..............................................Stewart Epstein .............................................818-886-2380

Holocaust  .......................................................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Men’s Club.......................................................Bob Brandt .......................................................818-535-0067

Mt. Sinai ...........................................................Josh Ryan ......................................................... 818-458-0932

Oneg .................................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Oneg .................................................................Simone Brandt ...............................................818-891-6476

Oneg .................................................................Debbie Du Val .................................................. 818-384-5125 

Operation Interdependence....................Barbara Granowitz ........................................ 818-912-6063

Outreach Newsletter .................................Arlene Mayo ..................................................818-882-4867

Security ............................................................Jackie Berg ........................................................818-383-0494

Security Task Force Chairman..................Karen Block ....................................................818-448-5009

Security Task Force  .....................................Leonard Horowitz ...........................................213-200-1324

Singles ...............................................................Wendy Levenson ...........................................310-985-4285

Sisterhood ......................................................Barbara Barackman ...................................... 818-497-4969

Sunshine ..........................................................Harvey  and Sue Magidow ........................ 805-750-0345

Tribute Cards ..................................................Beverly Nisenson........................................... 818-360-2597

Tot Shabbat  ...................................................Judy Gaffin .................................................. Judy@vosla.org

Volunteer Coordinator ...............................Judy Benedict .....................Judymasonnp@yahoo.com

Yahrzeit Board ...............................................Karen Lavin  ....................................................818-882-4867

Committee Chair Contact Information
Reaching Out to Invite You In

OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 16

26668 Agoura Road
Calabasas, CA 91302 
818.882.4VOS(4867) 

www.vosla.org

We Need You!
Enrich your life while having 

fun, making new friends and 

supporting our VOS  

committees. 
 

Volunteer today!

For more information on 

what interests you or how 

to become involved,  

contact Judy Benedict, our 

new volunteer coordinator, 

at Judybvosla@gmail.com.



Acknowledgments

Reaching Out to Invite You In

OUTREACH • ENSURING A VIBRANT JEWISH FUTURE • INSPIRING JEWISH LIFE • INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Page 17

Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, Brent’s Delicatessen & Restaurant, and Doris the Florist of Oaks 
Florist for their continuing generosity. Please mention VOS when you visit and order from these wonderful businesses in our 
community.

BRENT’S DELICATESSEN  
& RESTAURANT

www.brentsdeli.com

Westlake Village
2799 Townsgate Road 

Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-557-1882

Northridge
19565 Parthenia Street
Northridge, CA 91324

818-886-5679

FAZIO CLEANERS
www.faziocleaners.com

The Commons of Calabasas
4732 Commons Way
Calabasas, CA 91302

818-223-8006 

The Promenade at Westlake Village
140 Promenade Way - E

Westlake Village, CA 91362
805-370-0088

OAKS FLORIST
oaksflorist@yahoo.com

Westlake Village
31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606
Westlake Village, CA 91362

818-991-5444

VOS has formed a new Security Task Force in an 
effort to keep our community safe and informed. At 
times, you may be asked a few security questions by 
our task force members. We ask that all of our mem-
bers and guests fully cooperate with this effort. 

On Saturday January 21, 2024 from 9:00 a.m to 2:00 
p.m., the American Red Cross will be at VOS to teach 
CPR/First Aid. See flyer on page 12 for more details. 

For information or further questions about the  
Security Task Force, please contact Karen Block at  
kblockcpa@gmail.com.

Safety & Security at VOS


