
 26668 Agoura Road 

 Calabasas, CA 91302 

  818-882-4867 

May 2023— Volume 40, No. 5 

Rabbi Sara Abrams Rabbi Ron Li-Paz 



Page 2 

     Remembering to Remembering to Remember 

 

We have been busy remembering lately. Just weeks ago, we gathered at Passover Seder 
tables remembering the Exodus from Egypt. Then, with Yom Hoshoah, came remembrance 
of the Holocaust. Then Yom Yerushalayim, a remembrance of the reunification of Jerusa-
lem in 1967, Yom Hazikaron, a remembrance of those who died in defense of the Jewish 
homeland, Israel, and most recently, Yom Ha’Atzmaut, when we remembered the recrea-
tion of Israel in 1948. All days and experiences dedicated to our collective and personal 
memories. 
 

I think of memory as something invisible and internal. It happens within the brain. It jour-
neys from there to the heart, sometimes to the tear ducts of our eyes, but it is mostly 
stored internally. It lives as thought. Jewish memory is beautifully different. It involves do-
ing. It’s action-based memory. We gather and tell the story of Passover, of the Shoa and of 
Zayde. We stand together to recite Kaddish. We light yahrzeit candles. We sing our memo-
ries and we do it together. Linking arms, lighting candles, praying, speaking, comforting 
and singing. Manifesting memories as audible and visual experiences. 
 

This edition of the Outreach comes with sorrow and with sweet memories. Dear Johanna 
Spira, the extraordinary woman who gave countless hours, humor, intelligence and love to 
all of us by producing the Outreach each month, passed away in the middle of April. May 
Johanna’s memory forever be a blessing. 
 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing you at our honoree gala on May 6th, our Shabbat services on        
May 12th and 26th and many other VOS events in the beautiful month of May. 
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                                                                                                                        Flowering 
                                                                                                   Linda Buckmaster 
 
                                                                                                         Pick a crevice 
                                                                                                           a homey gap 
                                                                                                      between stones 
                                                                                                               and make it  
                                                                                                                       your own. 
                                                                                                            
                                     Grow a life here 

from wind, rain, 
and the memories 

of ancients embedded 
in limestone. 

 
The bees will use you 
for their sweet honey. 
The rock will soften 

under your touch. You will 
draw moisture from fog 

and hold it. Your presence 
will build soil. 

 
This is all we have  

in this life, all we own:  
a flowering  
an opening 

a gap between stones 
for tiny tender roots. 

 
What will your flowering be in this spring season?  The rains have come and gone as has our spring holi-
day,  Passover.  Now we head toward the heights of summer.  There have been losses and births in each 
season, passings and new entries into our community, tragedy and miracles abound in our lives and in 
the world.   What will we let go of? What will we embrace? In the newness around us, what tender gap 
might we discover in order to experience our own flowering at this time. Is it courage?  Is it shedding 
skin?  Is it more love, more connection? Is it solitude and contemplation? New horizons and learning? 
Whatever it is, let us allow ourselves in this spring season–which Judaism marks as  a period of refine-
ment through the counting of the Omer– to open, to release, to share beauty and embrace the wind, rain, 
and nature of our own ancient souls.   
 
Part of my role as associate rabbi and chaplain at VOS is to attend to member’s pastoral needs.  If you 
are in need of spiritual counsel or pastoral presence at this time, please know that my door is open to 
you.  And if you or someone you know in our community is in need of support, suffering with an illness 
or currently hospitalized or homebound, I am available for home or hospital visits.  Please contact me at 
rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org.  
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B   
Marlene Frierson 
mmarni@juno.com 
 
 
BUTTERFLY PROJECT 
Julie Goren 
jgoren9048@aol.com 
 
 
CRAFTERS’ CLUB 
Knit and crochet for charity 
Laurie Alban and Jean Cord 
818-865-0673 818-340-3394 
 
 
DONATION BOXES 
Boxes near our Shalom Desk may be filled with 
food for SOVA and snacks/treats for Operation  
Interdependence 
 
 
OPERATION INTERDEPENDENCE 
Barbara Granowitz 
4AVA4OI@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
H  M   S  M  
805-750-0345 
 

TRIBUTE CARDS 
Beverly Nisenson 
missesnisi@aol.com 

President’s  Message

                            May is here and we have so much to                             
                                                                      celebrate!  Our Gala will be held on         
                                                                       Saturday, May 6th here at VOS.  The     
                                                                       Gala theme this year is Tropical                           
                                                                     Nights, so bust out your Hawaiian  

attire.  We will be celebrating the following hon-
orees this year; Jackie Berg, Woman of the Year, 
Wendy Levenson, Light of Israel, Bill LaVere, Man 
of the Year, and Adam and Jamey Sussman,                 
 Couple of the Year.  We are looking forward to 
seeing all of you in person.  However, if you                     
 cannot attend the Gala in person, please consider 
honoring these great people with a donation in 
their honor. 

Our synagogue would not exist without our volun-
teers.  Do you have skills that you feel will be useful to 
VOS?  Please consider volunteering.  To get more infor-
mation about volunteering, please feel free to contact 
either Judy Benedict or me. 

As always, we have a lot of activities going on at VOS.  
Besides our regular Shabbat Services, we have Torah 
Study, Bagels and Banter, multiple classes, Rabbi-in-
Residence programs, and much more.  Our regular 
Shabbat Service (held on the second Friday of the 
month) will resume in the park for the months of June 
and July.  Watch for announcements. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Gala, services, and 
classes. 

Regards, 

Bill LaVere 
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VOS PASSOVER SEDER 
A big thank you to Rabbi Sara Abrams and 
Wendy Levenson for planning and                   
organizing the VOS Passover Seder this year. 
Over 120 people gathered at the  Sheraton 
Agoura Hills for a meaningful and insightful 
Seder full of music, stories and even dancing! 
It was a lively and fun Seder and best of all, 
everyone enjoyed being together with 
friends and family, meeting new people and 
celebrating the holiday. Thank you to Wendy 
Levenson for entertaining us with her guitar 
and to Lauren Levinson and Susan Carlisle for          
volunteering to help with the set up and 
clean up of the Seder. We appreciate your 
time, effort and hard work! We look forward 
to seeing you next year when we will gather 
again to celebrate the Passover holiday. 

   During the last few years, 
the COVID-19 pandemic pre-
sented our VOS community 
with myriad unique opportuni-
ties and challenges.  Last year 
the Adult Education Task 

Force (AETF) was formed to work with our 
Director of Lifelong Learning, Carla Adivi, 
Rabbi Li-Paz, and Rabbi Sara Abrams to help 
coordinate and promote ongoing and new 
Adult Education programming.  We found 
that we could stay connected by providing a 
variety of meaningful experiences to mem-
bers, using Zoom technology and eventually 
a combination of technology as well as re-
turning to in-person classes.  

   I hope that you have taken the time to re-
spond to the Adult Education survey that 
was in recent issues of the “What’s Happen-
ing” weekly newsletter, and email blasts.  
We have some preliminary results, however 
the more of our members who participate, 
the better an understanding we have from 
which to create programming for 2023-
2024.   One new trend that I see in our early 
results is that there is a noteworthy interest 
in afternoon classes.  This would be new for 
our Adult Ed program.  As evidenced by par-
ticipation as well as survey results, our cler-
gy led classes are always popular. The “Arts 
& Culture” and “Rabbi-in-Residence” pro-
grams received strong positive responses 
and have been well attended. Respondents 
also have an interest in limited series of clas-
ses and are increasingly interested in at-
tending classes in person.  Of the proposed 
new classes, the top 4 include: “Guest 
Scholar Events”, “Jewish History Part I”, 
“Sacred Ageing” and “Understanding Men-
tal Illness”.  Based on the survey results, 
classes will be programed.  

However, for a class to go forward there 
must be a minimum of 10 registrants.  

   If you haven’t participated in the survey 
yet, I encourage you to do so.  You still have 
time.  Your opinions matter and are greatly 
appreciated.  If you have any questions, 
please reach out to me at AdultEduca-
tion@vosla.org 

 

Susi Weissman 

Director of Education – VOS Board and JEW-
ELS Board 

AETF Chair 
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RABBI-IN-RESIDENCE LECTURE SERIES 

 

                               Our Rabbi-In   -Residence Lecture Series contin ues this month with a special                                                                      
                                                    presentation from one of Ameri ca's finest rabbis. On Thursday, May 18th at 7:00 p.m. on 
                                                                                Zoom, we will feature an outstanding rabbi who comes to us from New Jersey. We are            
                                                                                  privileged to host Rabbi Debra Orenstein who will speak to us on Positively Jewish:                                             
                                                                                 To rah Wisdom and Modern Science on Happiness. Named "One of America's Most                                
                                                                                  Inspiring Rabbis" by The Jewish Forward, we are excited for the opportunity to have 
Rabbi Orenstein join us. She brings the meaning and relevance of the Jewish tradition to the forefront as 
she speaks to us about what true happiness means. What does Torah wisdom teach us about happi-
ness?  

For most of its history, the study of the human psyche focused primarily on healing or mitigating nega-
tive experiences, including illness, trauma, anxiety, depression, and violence. Positive Psychology seeks 
to balance the important work of traditional psychology by focusing on how to increase happiness, pur-
pose, altruism, and other positive states and traits. The burgeoning field of Positive Psychology has been 
called the science of happiness and human flourishing. 

  
The topics of Positive Psychology can also be considered religious topics. Every major topic now re-
searched by Positive Psychologists was also addressed in the Torah and Talmud. 
  
In this lecture, Rabbi Debra Orenstein will explore how the Jewish tradition can enrich and deepen the 
scientific approach – and how social science can help strengthen and sustain Jewish practices and val-
ues. We will learn new ways to think about - and to achieve – the ultimate good we seek, including happi-
ness, hope, meaning, gratitude, and compassion. 

 

For twenty years, Rabbi Orenstein was an instructor at the American Jewish University, where she 
taught in the rabbinical, graduate, undergraduate, conversion, Elderhostel, and continuing education 
programs. She was a senior fellow of the Wilstein Institute of Jewish Policy Studies and spiritual leader 
of Makom Ohr Shalom synagogue. In 2010, she returned to her home state of New Jersey and became 
spiritual leader of Congregation B'nai Israel in Emerson, while continuing her writing and public speak-
ing.  

 

Everyone is welcome to join us and you're sure to find it informative and intriguing. Be sure not to miss 
this meaningful and thought provoking presentation.  Mark your calendars for the third Thursday of the 
month when we will have different rabbis speak to us to share their wisdom, knowledge and expertise.  

 

We look forward to seeing you on May 18th for our next exciting lecture. We appreciate and need your 
continued support so if you would like to sponsor a rabbi, please contact Wendy Levenson at 310-985-
4285 or wendylev@sbcglobal.net. 
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SISTERHOOD 

1) Our VOS Men's Club has monthly meetings . If you are 

over 55, join us at 5:45 p.m. for FREE DINNER and 

meeting at 6:30. Next meeting is on May 4 . 

2)  Men's Club Board Recognition will feature a  FAMILY 

BBQ on Sunday, June 11 at 3:00 p.m. at the Masonic 

Lodge, 14750 Sherman Way, Van Nuys 91405. This is for 

F.U.N. FAMILY  BBQ.  The cost will be $25 PER FAMILY 

(up to 5 people). W e will supply all the food and drink. 

In addition, this will be a recognition of the Men’s Club 

Board:  Bob Brandt, George Quint, and Harvey Rose. 

Everyone is invited. The parking lot can hold over 160 

cars—no charge for parking. This is a family event; 

therefore, the more, the merrier. Details to follow.  

 

MEN’S  CLUB 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 9—7:00 p.m. 

 

3)  VOS Men's Club ANNUAL DINNER will be held on 

Sunday, October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at Rosie's in 

Northridge. The buffet-style meal includes soft drinks, 

salad, and dessert. In addition, there will be an auc-

tion. This event is to support our Synagogue. Buy your 

tickets now—$35.00 per person. Contact Information: 

Bob Brandt: 818-535-0067  

Harvey Rose 

Hi Ladies, 

It’s a beautiful day in the valley!  
Spring is all around us, I think. The 
temperature is 88 degrees outside, 
so I’m confused, is it spring or sum-
mer Whatever, let us all just enjoy the 

beautiful flowers that are blooming and with all that it 
rained and now we can even see GREEN grass! 

Sisterhood had a meeting on April 13th, at the Synagogue. 

 Sisterhood is participating in a special project called Jared 
Boxes. These are special plastic boxes with lids. This pro-
ject is a new beginning of a wonderful donation to children 
that are confined to hospitals. These special boxes will 
have to be filled with items meant to bring comfort to 
them. They will be plastic shoe boxes that you can pur-
chase at Target and will be able to fill with items for their 
specific age group. Barbara Swedelson and Barbara Huff 
are coordinating and will deliver these boxes to the hospi-
tals. 

Please let Barbara Huff know that you are interested 
(huff669@gmail.com) and Barbara will get all the relevant 
information to you listing the approved items.  

Whether you are or not a Sisterhood member, we wel-
come your participation. 

Just imagine the smiles on the children’s faces when they 
receive them. 

 We, the Sisterhood Board, are thanking you in advance for 
helping with this wonderful cause! 

There are still openings on the Sisterhood Board. Please let 
us know if you are interested. 

See you all on May 4th on zoom!  

End of year luncheon is in the planning stages. Stay tuned! 

Judy Handelman, President 

(818) 594-0450  jbeth10@yahoo.com 
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Is VOS a part of your enduring 
Jewish legacy? 

Designate tax beneficial funds from your estate 

plan for Valley Outreach Synagogue Charitable 

Fund, managed by the Jewish Community Foun-

dation 

What is Shavuot a celebration of? 
On May 25th at sundown, Jews all over the 
world will celebrate a holiday called Shavuot, 
also known as “feast of weeks” which com-
memorates the revelation of the Torah on 
Mt. Sinai to the Jewish people. “ 
 
What are the seven fruits for Shavuot? 
A famous symbol of Shavuot are The Seven           
Species. These are seven agricultural products - 
two grains and five fruits - which are special 
products of the Land of Israel. The seven               
species are wheat, barley, grape, fig, olives, 
dates, and pomegranates.  
 
What do we eat on Shavuot and why? 
There are several reasons cited for why we eat 
dairy on this special holiday—some find the 
origin in the Biblical verses that refer to the 
Land of Israel as a land “flowing with milk and 
honey.”  
Some common dairy foods that are on the Sha-
vuot menu include blintzes, burekas, kreplach 
(dumplings) filled with cheese, etc. Shavuot 
and cheesecake are often thought of together 
and for that, there is reason to celebrate! 
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FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

The Gala has been all consuming this past month.  I am looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Gala. I could not have done it without the amazing volunteers and committee members that 
helped in so many different areas.  You are all wonderful.  Thank you to all of the Honorees that 
continue to give their time and love to VOS.  It takes a village to pull this together.  Everyone of 
you are special. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE LOVE IN MOTION! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND DEVOTION TO VOS AND THE GALA! 

Denise Horowitz – Gala Committee Chair 
Sherri Abala 

Cathy Belsky – Gala Committee 
Greg Benedict 
Judy Benedict 

Golda Brill 
Wendy Breslow 

Nancy Canter – Gala Committee 
Cheryl Cohen – Gala Committee 

Jeff Cohen 
Fabricio Correa 

Debbie Dillingham 
Debbie Duval 

Sunny Franklin 
Carol Gold – Gala Committee 

Alice Goldsobel – Gala Committee 
Marsha Gruen 

Carol Hananel – Gala Committee 
Barbara Huff – Gala Committee 

Leonard Horowitz 
Robin Jacobs 

Alan Kimmel & Diane Kimmel – Gala Committee 
Sharon & Ed Kohn 
Lauren Levinson 

Ron Lieberman – Gala Committee 
Harvey Magidow & Sue Magidow 
Eleanor Mizrahi – Gala Committee 

Janine Quint 
Randie Rosenberg – Gala Committee 

Larry Rudner – Gala Committee 
Margie Schechter 

Donna Sheanin 
Jay Stein – Gala Committee 

Susie Weisman 
Sharon Jacobs, Karen Lavin, Arlene Mayo - Office Staff 

Denise Horowitz 

VP Fundraising 
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MITZVAH AND BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Every now and then I come across a quote that speaks to me and like to      
share. An excerpt, 
“When I go, don’t learn to live without me, just learn to live with my love in a 
different way. And if you need to see me, close your eyes or look in your 
shadow when the sun shines. I’m there……..When I go, don’t learn to live 
without me, just learn to look for me in the moments. I will be there”                        

                                                                                                                                                          by Donna Ashworth.   
I wanted to share this because it is a reminder that we should share each moment with our 
love ones while they are here, to make memories for the future. 
 
I am so grateful for our VOS community, who showed they can find time to do a mitzvah 
when a family needs our support. There were many new faces helping in April and I hope 
you will consider joining the Bereavement committee. It is a special support group that VOS 
can provide. A big thanks to Sal, Jay, Annie, Emily, Helen, Laurie, Carol, and Barbara H.  
 
May is here and I am hoping for sunnier days and warmer weather. I am looking forward to 
the Gala on May 6th. Hope to see you there.  Looking ahead, June and July services are  in 
the park. I always enjoy the outdoors and sharing a picnic dinner and services with every-
one.  
 
Regarding the Mitzvah committee. Over the summer, the committee will meet to decide 
what projects will be possible throughout the new fiscal year and work with Jewels for 
Mitzvah Day.  By High Holidays, the tables should be filled with sign up sheets for you to 
participate.  
 
Thank you again to everyone for all your support and help. I look forward to seeing you at 
the many various events that VOS does and supports in the community.  
 
Marlene Frierson,  
VP Mitzvah 
Bereavement Chairperson 
mmarni@juno.com 
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M EMBERSHIP NEWS YOUR SUNSHINE  
COMMITTEE 

Shalom!  

We are delighted to report that you 
are calling us! And we are so grateful 
to all of our VOS members who are 
contacting us and telling us what they 
would like to see happen in our 2023-
2024 fiscal year, which begins July 1st!  

The most popular request of the membership team 
has been to organize potluck Shabbat dinners at 
VOS members homes throughout the LA and          
Ventura Counties.  

Yes, we will do it! The membership team is rolling 
up their sleeves to set the table and make Shabbat 
dinners happen! To be successful, we need you to 
be a home host or volunteer, or simply let us know 
you would like to be a guest. We will organize the 
dinners and see to the details. 

 

Will you host a Shabbat dinner or be a guest on 
these dates? Let us know!  

Friday May 19 

Friday August 4 

 

Please contact me at AnnieSperling279@gmail.com 

 

Remember to renew your VOS Membership on      
July 1, 2023.  Renew invoices will be mailed in June. 
For your convenience, after you receive your        
invoice, you may email us at info@VOSLA.org and 
ask to be set up on auto pay, and we will process 
your renewal in July. 

To friendship and to you and your families, blessing 
of good health.  

 

Annie Sperling 

VP Membership 

The VOS Sunshine Committee is a wonderful 
group of VOS members who volunteer to con-
tact VOS members in time of need. 

 

During the heart of the Covid crisis, many elderly 
VOS members were isolated at home with little 
or no human contact.   Sunshine Committee 
members insured that our VOS family members 
were contacted by phone for well-being checks 
and encouragement. 

 

Typically, the committee members send get well 
cards, sympathy cards, and thinking of you cards 
to VOS members.  In addition, phone calls are 
made, and an occasional visit is appropriate. 

 

Our Sunshine Committee members  give of 
themselves to help others in need.  Thank you 
Sunshine Committee! 

 

Sue and Harvey Magidow 

Committee Co-Chairs 
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Compiled by  

Mariana 
Stark 

Karen Block 

I try to emulate my 

Mother's kindness, 

love  and empathy and 

patience with people 

Stan  Blander  

Importance of showing love 

to your children and respect 

for all people 

Laura Blatt 

My Mom taught me to be 

creative, which is so                 

important in my career as a 

writer. 

Karen Bradford 

Always have a Pushke        

(a little stash of cash) that 

you can do what you want 

with.  

 

Julie Blair 

The value of friends and 

family relationships 
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Thank You to  

Our Excellent Proofreaders 

Alice Goldsobel 

Jan Roth   

Laurie Rudner 

Ava Silverberg 

Evy Ulise 

 

 

With Passover recently ending, I 
hope you had a beautiful Seder 
with friends and family, abun-
dant, delicious food, prayers and 
love all around. Some of you may 
have followed the Jewish tradi-
tion of inviting strangers or those 
who have no family or no place to 

go to celebrate the Passover meal with you. If you 
did, you did a mitzvah by bringing a bit of light and 
love to those who otherwise would have been a 

Four years ago, I received a very timely picture of a 
Purim celebration at a U.S. Army base in Kuwait. 
Seen 2nd from the right is Capt. Cohen from Staten 
Island who measured the end of his deployment in 
Kuwait by the number of Shabbats, rather than the 
number of days left, until he would go home.  

With no Jewish chaplain at Camp Buehring Army 
Base while he was stationed there, Capt. Cohen took 
it upon himself to become a volunteer lay leader and 
was even endorsed by the Jewish Welfare Board. He 
ordered Kosher MREs, led Friday night services and 
organized holiday celebrations for his fellow troops. 

 

In his note accompanying the photo, he said he was 
not going to be with his biological family during his 9-
month deployment. For Passover, he was going to be 
with his Army family in the middle of a brutal desert 
celebrating the Jews’ freedom from their slavery in a 
nearby desert. So at the time of that writing, he was 
busy organizing and preparing for 20 people to attend 
his Seder – and he probably got more than 20! He did 
what needed to be done. That’s what it’s all about, 
friends. 

Our troops are not home for months at a time while 
they are away protecting our freedom here and 
around the world. Please consider donating funds to 
help Operation Interdependence continue to send 
our goodie boxes to these troops. 

 

Much love, 

Barbara Granowitz and the OI Team    

4AVA4OI@gmail.com                                                                     
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 VOS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2024 

President  Bill LaVere  818-326-2574  President@vosla.org 

V.P. Administration Jackie Berg 818-383-0494  VPadmin@vosla.org 

 Director of Administration Larry Rudner  818-919-3518  rudner25@gmail.com 

 Director of Administration Terri Elkins 818-421-3773  terrielkins23@gmail.com 

V.P. Education Laurie Goldey  310-613-1193 lauriegoldey1@gmail.com 

 Director of Education  Susi Weissman  818-429-1220 collegeguru@icloud.com  

 Director of Education  Laura Blatt 323-377-5852  laurafogel@yahoo.com  

V.P. Finance Jeff Cohen 818-383-8341 VPFinance@vosla.org 

 Director of Finance  Alan Kimmel 818-398-0630 akimmel@krcpas.net 

 Director of Finance  Abe Pelc 818-633-3200 abraham.pelc@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Michael Magasinn  310-487-1131 Treasurer@vosla.org 

V.P. Membership Anne Sperling 805-796-9255  anniesperling279@gmail.com 

 Director of Membership Joann Rand 818-515-1113  joannrand43@gmail.com  

 Director of Membership Barbara Granowitz  818-601-3611  barbaragranowitz@gmail.com  

V.P. Mitzvah Marlene Frierson    818-606-4028  mmarni@juno.com 

 Director of Mitzvah  Karen Jacobs   818-389-6435  karen.jacobs43@gmail.com  

 Director of Mitzvah   Cheryl Cohen    818-399-2418 cheryl@cohentnc.com 

V.P. Religious Practices  Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 wendylev@sbcglobal.net  

 Director of Religious Practices  Betsy Shore 818-515-7180  betsyruth5151@gmail.com  

 Director of Religious Practices  Randie Rosenberg 818-667-4201  poochluvrr@aol.com 

V.P. Fundraising  Denise Horowitz 818-497-5060 denise.horowitz@icloud.com 

 Director of Fundraising Ron Lieberman  818-516-3640  ron@designdevelopment-group.com  

 Director of Fundraising Jay Stein     818-710-8649   jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com 

JEWELS Education Director  Carla Adivi    818-882-4867  cadivi@vosla.org 

Recording Secretary Doreen Kates 818-398-1202  dekates@sbcglobal.net 

Past President Karen Block 818-448-5009 kblock@kblockandco.com 
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Bereavement  Marlene Frierson 818-718-9428 

Butterfly Project Julie Goren 818-489-6686 

By-Laws Mickey Bilsky 818-384-1107 

Chavurot Anne Sperling 805-796-9255 

Crafters’ Club Jean Cord 818-340-3394 

Education Carla Adivi 818-870-0459 

Events Sales Coordinator Claudine Pelc 818-635-7917 

High Holy Days Stan Taub 818-998-7224 

High Holy Days Stewart Epstein 818-886-2380 

Men's Club Bob Brandt 818-535-0067 

Mt. Sinai Josh Ryan 818-458-0932 

Oneg Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285  

Oneg Simone Brandt 818-891-6476 

Oneg Debbie Du Val 818-384-5125  

Operation Interdependence Barbara Granowitz 818-912-6063 

Outreach Newsletter Arlene Mayo 818-882-4867 

Security Jackie Berg 818-383-0494 

Singles Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 

Sisterhood Judy Handelman 818-594-0450 

Sunshine Harvey  and Sue Magidow 805-750-0345 

Tribute Cards Beverly Nisenson 818-360-2597 

Tot Shabbat  Judy Gaffin Judy@vosla.org 

Volunteer Coordinator Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

Yahrzeit Board Karen Lavin  818-882-4867 

   

Holocaust  Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education Task Force (AETF)  Susi Weissman                                 818-429-1220  
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Valley Outreach Synagogue 

26668 Agoura Road 

Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

FAX: 818- 882-4868 

Website:  www.vosla.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Arlene Mayo 

officeadmin@vosla.org 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

 

Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz 

Rabbili-paz@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or (818) 882-4867 

 

Associate Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Sara Abrams 

Rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867 

 

 

 

Musical Director 

Gerald  (Jerry) Sternbach 

musicdirector@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Director of VOS Education 

Carla Adivi 

Cadivi@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Rabbis Emeriti 

Jerry Fisher (z”l) 

Richard Schachet (z”l)  

 

Founding Musical Director 

Jack Bielan 

felixxsong@yahoo.com 

818-456-4298 

 

Outreach Editor: Arlene Mayo  

818-882-6866  

Email: johspira@att.net 
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May 12, 2023 - Kol Isha - The Voices of Women                                
A VOS Sisterhood Shabbat 

 

June 9, 2023 - Shabbat Under the Stars 

July 14, 2023 - Shabbat under the Stars — 

Coming to America 

 

August 11, 2023 - To Life! To Love! 

September 8, 2023 - Elul: Preparing Our Hearts  
and Souls for the High Holidays 

SIMPLY SHABBAT SERVICE 
DATES (2022-2023) 

 

 

May 26, 2023 

 

June 23, 2023 

 

July 28, 2023 

 

August 25, 2023 

              SHABBAT SERVICES  
          (2022—2023)  7:30 P.M. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 BELOW REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

MITZVOT 
Judy and Joel Adelman, in honor of Wendy Leven-
son as Light of Israel, in memory of Johanna Spira 

Dan and Carla Adivi 

CJ Bates, in honor of Michael Eisenstadt 

Barbara Barackman, in honor of Wendy Levenson, 
Light of Israel 

Judy and Greg Benedict, donation for Holocaust 
fund 

Jeff Berke, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Mickey Bilsky, donation for Yom Hashoah 

Board of Directors, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Karen Bradford, donation for Yom Hashoah 

Susan Braunstein, donation for Holocaust programs 

Barbara Johnson Brown, in memory of Rhonda Ma-
gasinn 

Mark Chernack, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Harvey and Alice Diamond, in honor of Harvey Mag-
idow’s 80th birthday 

Donner, Owen and Bobrick Families, in memory of 
Rhonda Magasinn 

Helene Dutra and Ralph Deutsch, in memory of 
Rhonda Magasinn 

Karen Duze, donation of Yom Hashoah 

Judy Farber, in memory of all the Holocaust victims 

The Finance Committee, in memory of Rhonda           
Magasinn 

Allen and Sylvia Fox, in memory of Rhonda            
Magasinn 

Eileen Franco, in honor of Al’s 80th birthday 

Judy and Jeff Gaffin, donation to Holocaust         
Remembrance and in memory of Rhonda                  
Magasinn 

Barbara Guerin, donation to Yom Hashoah in 
memory of Ron Thompson 

Ian and Laurie Goldey, JEWELS end of year Havdal-
lah 

Jerry and Diane Goldstein, in honor of Doreen 
Kates’s 80th birthday 

Angie Halsey, donation to Yom Hashoah in 
memory of Vi and Sol Markovitch and Marge and 
Harry Libby 

Randee and Cody Hilborne, in memory of beloved 
wife , mother , and friend Rhonda Magasinn. May 
Rhonda’s memory be a blessing for you. 

Carol Kaplan, donation for Yom Hashoah 

Doreen Kates, donation for future Holocaust 
events 

Grace and Stewart Krakover, in memory of Rhon-
da Magasinn, beloved wife and mother 

Linda and Bill LaVere, donation for future Holo-
caust Remembrance programs and in memory of 
Irving Keller, father of Linda (Bill) LaVere 

Harvey Levy, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Bret Loehr, in honor of Rabbi Li-Paz 

Eddie and Jane Lorin 

Michael Magasinn 

Eileen and Peter Malis, donation for Yom Hashoah 

Eleanor and Alex Mizrahi, in memory of Rhonda 
Magasinn 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS BELOW 
REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

YAHRZEITS 
Stan and Beverly Nisenson, donation for Yom Hasho-
ah 

Joanne Pasternack, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Jo Pitesky, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Janine Quint, in honor of George Quint’s birthday 

Janine and George Quint, in honor of Al Franco’s 80th 
birthday 

Steven and Sherri Raft 

Alan and Joann Rand, in honor of Doreen Kates’s 
birthday and in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Michael and Fern Reisner, in memory of Rhonda Ma-
gasinn, beloved mother and wife 

Roslyn Ross, in honor of Doreen Kates 80th birthday 

Michael and Geri Schwartz 

Tammy Shapiro, in memory of Martin Cooperstein 

Betsy Shore and Samuel Finkelberg, donation for 
Yom Hashoah 

Barbara and Lee Van Sluyters, in memory of Johanna 
Spira and Earl Minkin 

Sybil and Joe Sparer, donation for Yom Hashoah 

Rachel and Erik Speed, in memory of Rhonda Ma-
gasinn 

Barbara and Al Swedelson, in memory of Rhonda Ma-
gasinn and in honor of George Quint and Al Franco’s 
milestone birthdays 

Trena Thompson, in honor of Al Franco’s and Doreen 
Kates’s milestone birthdays 

Sheri Zarett, in memory of Howard Zarett 

Eleanor Zalin, in memory of Jerry Karol, loving and 
beloved life partner of Sheila Stone.  

 

MITZVAHS 
Herbert Aist, in memory of Emma Heller 

Sheri Albala (Steve Berkowitz), in memory of Edith 
Albala 

Barbara Barackman, in memory of Alan Ectman 

Carol Bloom, in memory of Bess Orgen 

Golda Brill, in memory of Francine Franklin 

Nancy (Rod) Canter, in memory of Harold Rudoy 

Susie (Stewart) Epstein, in memory of Ruth Gluckman 

Judy Farber, in memory of LLoyd Farber 

James (Robin) Felton, in memory of Benjamin Felton 

Bunny (Marshall) Field, in memory of Philip Solomon 

Samuel Finkelberg (Betsy Shore), in memory of Paula 
Finkelberg 

Eileen (Al) Franco, in memory of Martin Becker 

Toby (Leslie) Glatt, in memory of Esther Backall 

Leslie (Toby) Glatt, in memory of Frieda Glatt 

Donald (Alice) Goldsobel, in memory of Betty Goldso-
bel 

Kay Gordon, in memory of Fred Klein 

Yael Gurse, in memory of Naftali Vilensky 

Carol Hananel, in memory of Evelyn Gietter 

David (Judy) Handelman, in memory of Ralph Handel-
man 

Francine Hart, in memory of Anita Goldberg, Sherwin 
Goldberg, Jack Hart 

Doreen Kates, in memory of Helen Brucker 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS BELOW 
REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

YAHRZEITS 

Alan (Diane) Kimmel, in memory of Thomas Kim-
mel 

Barbara Klubeck, in memory of Harry Klubeck 

Hallie Kraft, in memory of Zena Kraft 

Debra (Richard) Lebby, in memory of Lenore           
Fenster 

Richard (Debra) Lebby, in memory of Sydney              
Lebby 

Janice Levine, in memory of Henry Gerst 

Robin (Richard) Loehr, in memory of Sylvia White 

Michael Magasinn, in memory of Sylvia M. Wolf, 
Edward G. Wolf 

Linda (Ronald) Mike-Randolph, in memory of           
Rebecca O'Donovan 

 

Harlene Rosen, in memory of Morrie Rosen 

Myron (Marilyn) Ross, in memory of Allan Roth 

Carol Siegel, in memory of Fannie Pressman 

Donald Sloan, in memory of Benjamin Habib,   
Henry B. Sloan 

Stanley (Suzi) Taub, in memory of Nelson                 
Neuerman 

Rosalyn (Jerry)  Tenenbaum, in memory of                
Annette Starr 

Jerry (Rosalyn) Tenenbaum, in memory of Abe 
Tenenbaum 

The Mishpucha Havurah, in memory of Irene Allen 



Page 30 

TRIBUTES 

 

Membership Committee: Cathy Belsky , Wendy Breslow, Marlene Frierson, Lenny  and 
Denise Horowitz, Karen Jacobs, Barbara Johnson,  Doreen Kates, Wendy Levenson, Jo-
Ann Rand, Sue Ruttenberg-Kessler, Annie Sperling, Barbara Swedelson - Rhonda and 
Michael separately and together, have blessed our VOS community with joy, friendship, 
and generosity. May the memory of Rhonda be a blessing to all. 

Eileen and Peter Malis, in memory of our precious friend, Rhonda  Magasinn. Rhonda 
was the sweetest dearest lady and we spent two delightful birthday celebrations with 
her and we loved her dearly.  After Michael’s mother passed away and Peter and I invited 
them to our home, I asked Rhonda what they liked to eat? All she did was tell me what 
Michael liked to have and I asked what she wanted!  She was concerned only about          
Michael and what he liked. Mostly that he liked dark chocolate! We had a delightful             
afternoon and they were so fun and we enjoyed our time together both in the home and 
in the garden. We did have several dinners together. She was the most loving and                
delightful person who adored her family! We will miss her beyond words, especially in 
temple where her smile greeted me and our hugs were so wonderful! What a terrible 
loss for me and everyone! We hope to see Michael and the kids soon! We are very sorry  
to hear about the terrible loss of Johanna Spira. And in honor of our granddaughter Kelly 
Mark getting married next week.  

Jan Roth, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Wendy Levenson, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Sheri Albala and Steve Berkowitz, in memory of Rhonda Magasinn 

Bev and Stan Nisenson, in honor of Al Franco’s birthday 

Donna Glassman and Sam Firestone, in honor of Al Franco’s birthday 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

Anita Marlln, mother of Dana Marlin 

Earl Minkin, father of Keri Ross 

Johanna Spira, beloved member of VOS 
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SIMCHAS AND  MAZEL TOV TO: 

Milestone Anniversaries 

Milestone Birthdays                        Bat Mitzvah 

 

Laura Sklov and Chris Matkin 

Your joy is our joy!  

Please email info@VOSLA.org if you have a 
simcha to share with our   community. 

Lisa Charnes-Sarokin 

Cindy Giammarrusco 

Susan Carlisle 

Badonna Retin 

Barbara Gertzman 

Anne Schwartz 

 

Doug and Marcia Mankoff 

Michael and Samuel Kovler 

                   Wedding 
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BIRTHDAYS 

5/2 Donald Reggie, Spencer Brown,            
Sharon Sacks, Joshua Weber 

5/3 Barry Keller, Jill Horowitz 

5/4 Julie Blair, Nedda Amini, Al Swedelson 

5/5 Todd Helfstein 

5/6 Russ Srole, Stuart Kramer 

5/8 Breanna Stein, Reese Newhouse,          
Victoria Wexley 

5/9 Mia Gelardi, Catherine Josephson,          
Steve Sylvers, Frank Bonoff, Fred Ulise 

5/10 Elijah Wazana 

5/11 Kristal Wazana, Ariella Blatt 

5/12 Robert Bermant, Barbara Gertzman, 
Stan Smith, Golda Brill 

5/13 Nicole Haines, Mara Lorin,                        
Michael Siedelman, Michelle Dragin,           
Brooke Beck 

5/14 Andrew Edelstein, Ryan England,              
Ross Fischman, Daniel Gootnick,                       
Samuel Kover, Michael Kovler 
 

5/15 Jacob Adivi 

5/16 Kate Mankoff, Joshua Tanenbaum,         
Jennifer Hoffman, Fabrizio Correa 

5/17 Julie Simon, Loren Witkin,                            
Samuel Firestone 

5/18 Sarah Beth Blazic 

5/19 Randi Marino 

5/20 Ariel Levenson, Anne Schwartz,             
May Schneller 

5/21 William Josephson, Bernice Warsavsky 

5/23 Jodi Tepper, Steven Eisenberg,           
Barbara Huff 

5/24 Peter Malis, Lynne Solursh,                     
Miriam Levenson 

5/25 Claudine Pelc, Marvin Siedelman, 
Shawn Sperber, Steven Hirsch, Lisa Schultz 

5/26 Susan Doctrow, Myra Walkes,            
Robert Weissman 

5/27 Cindy Giammarrusco, Victor Tabbush, 
Sue Magidow, Sandy Kaplan-Levy 

5/28 Robin Kelman, Kevin Pimstone,              
Jean Gordon, Susan Carlisle,                             
Lisa Charnes-Sarokin 

5/29 Gina Marder, Adam Mehr 

5/30 Stuart Jaeger, Betty Zonshine 

5/31 Badonna Retin, Randie Rosenberg,  
David Shanbrom, Larry Tepper, Kam Assil 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Kyle and Cher Beck 

Ian and Laurie Goldey 

Adrianna Kane and David Hernandez 

Norman Levy and Phyllis Cohen 

Doug and Marcia Mankoff 

Thomas and Alissa Nial 

Eric and Robin Sebso 

Ken and Ava Unger 

Michael and Amy Yoffe 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING 

A Rachel Aflalo, Laurie Alban,  Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Bob Andres, Eliahu Assouline 
B Barbara Barackman, Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Judy Benedict, Sandi Berman,  

Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch, Robyn Besem, Jack Bielan, Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Sally Burns 
C Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas, Dojie Cayse, Ethan 

Childs, Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli 
D Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due,  

Warren Due 
E Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser 
F Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco, 

Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried 
G Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Adam Garfield, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Lois Gerace, 

Peter Getzoff, Steve Gilbert, Jeri Glassman, Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress 
Goldsmith, Diane Goldstein, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman, Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman 

H Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Paul Hanff,  
Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann, Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, 
Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff 

I Tom Iverson 
J Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph 
K Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy 

Karlin, Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, 
Roslyn Kramer, Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets 

L Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Wendy Levenson 
Eddie Levin, Louise Levine, Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, 
Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez, Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang 

M Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis, Janet 
McKnight, Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles, Shalom 
Elite bas Miryam, Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, Kelly Mulligan 

N Mitra Namazie, Joanne Nash, Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak,  
O Mark Osterloh 
P Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky 
Q Helga Quinonez  
R Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner, 

Michael Reisner, Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara 
Rollins, Mickey Rosen, Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn 
Ross, Myron Ross, Stacey Ross, Joe Roth, Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip 
Rudolph 

S Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Elaine Sayer, Alicia Seaton, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, 
Marco Shrem, Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh,, Jeannette St. Marie, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay 
Stenberg, Stevie Stock, Harry Sussman 

T Escher Tallman, Eric Targon, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark 
Thall, Daryl Thompson, Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom 

V Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann 
W Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss,  

John Weiss, Shirley Wenner, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton 
Y Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman  
Z Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine  
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Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, 
Brent’s Delicatessen and Restaurant, and Doris the Florist of Oaks 

Florist for their continuing generosity.   

Please mention VOS when you visit and order from these            
wonderful businesses in our community.    

Oaks Florist– Westlake Village 

31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

818-991-5444 

oaksflorist@yahoo.com 

Westlake Village 

2799 Townsgate Road, Westlake Village, CA 91361  

805-557-1882 

Northridge 

19565 Parthenia Street, Northridge, CA 91324 

818-886-5679 www.brentsdeli.com 

The Commons of Calabasas 

4732 Commons Way, Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-223-8006 www.faziocleaners.com 

The Promenade at Westlake Village 

140 Promenade Way  -  E 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

805-370-0088 


