
 26668 Agoura Road 

 Calabasas, CA 91302 

  818-882-4867 

June 2023— Volume 40, No. 6 

Rabbi Sara Abrams Rabbi Ron Li-Paz 



Page 2 

Kayitz Kef! 
 
Kayitz is upon us! The Hebrew word, kayitz, means summer and its root is keytz 
which means an end. To what? To the spring harvest season, to a cycle of learn-
ing (hence the end of school years) and again, in agriculture, to a time when, ac-
cording to the Mishnah, figs are ready to be picked off trees by hand (Nedarim 
58). I see figs, pomegranates, lemons of two kinds, plums, peaches and a host of 
vegetables growing in my garden and all will be ripe and ready for picking in 
June.  
 
Right now, anticipating kayitz at VOS, I am using all free time between wed-
dings, Bar Mitzvahs, meetings, classes and services to jot down notes for summer 
plans and already for the upcoming High Holy Days. Unlike past summers in 
which many regular classes and programs were on hiatus, this year we’ll offer a 
number of good opportunities for us to connect with each other both in the syn-
agogue and in the beautiful outdoors. 
 
Here are four dates for your summer calendar: 
 
June 9 - Shabbat Under the Stars in Oak Canyon Community Park, Oak Park 
June 23 - Simply Shabbat at VOS  
 
July 14 - Shabbat in the Park (Coming to America), Oak Canyon Community 
Park 
July 28 - Simply Shabbat at VOS 
 
This summer we’ll host Adventures in Writing Summer Camp for Kids at VOS. 
Call our office for more information on this wonderful offering. 
 
Lastly, before we enter kayitz, let me once again congratulate our 2023 hon-
orees, Bill LaVere, Jackie Berg, Wendy Levenson, Jamey & Adam Sussman, our 
honoree organizer, Denise Horowitz and her fabulous team! 
 
Here’s to kayitz kef - a summer of fun for all! 
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Having just returned from Italy and five days in the “eternal city of Rome,”  I am– 
despite the jetlag– still awed by the ancient city and the stories both hidden and 
revealed within its midst.  On every walk, we encountered remnants of a distant 
past that pronounces itself in this very present, whether the four basilicas, the Vati-
can and its structures, the Temple of Mars, or the Coliseum, Parthenon and so 
many others,  I found myself thinking about how in Rome, one cannot escape the 
past, but instead must learn to live with it and honor it.  I wondered how today’s 

citizens of Rome can successfully build into the future when the past so clearly overpowers the 
city.  I learned from our guide that new transportation pathways cannot be built because they will 
destroy ancient ruins.  This means that there are only two trains for a city of 3 million.  How frustrat-
ing daily can these altars to the past be?!  It made me think of my own background and ask, how do 
we, as Jews, also an ancient people with roots into an ancient time, create new pathways and under-
standings even when the inheritances of our ancestors may dominate our thoughts and orienta-
tions?   

As with my years in Jerusalem, I felt magnetized toward the ancient stones and the stories they tell, 
and yet I yearn to lean into the future and its possibilities. Can we take the ancient stones and stories 
into the present, or must we leave them behind?  Each one of us must look at these questions for 
ourselves and our personal histories as well as our collective ones. What must be discarded?  What is 
light enough to be picked up and packed in our metaphoric carry- on bag?  

In our lives now, many of us are asking ourselves what we can let go of and what we can build, what 
is weighing us down and what lightens us up? Are we preventing new learning because of our ties to 
the past?  Are we bound so tightly that our spirit feels it can’t soar?  If so, we can give ourselves per-
mission to examine these tensions.  

Leviticus 26 tells us, “ You shall eat old grain long stored, and you shall have to clear out the old to 
make room for the new” (26:10). Whether in Rome or Calabasas, my prayer for all of us right now is 
to digest the past and eat the old grain, not in order to preserve its ancient form, but rather to create 
space for the new, which is the mystery of the unknown, flowing towards us if we are courageous 
enough to open our hearts to receive it!    

 

Part of my role as associate rabbi and chaplain at VOS is to attend to your pastoral needs.  If you are in 
need of spiritual counsel or pastoral presence at this time, please know that my door is open to 
you.  And if you or someone you know in our community is in need of support, suffering with an illness 
or currently hospitalized or homebound, I am available for home or hospital visits.  Please contact me at 
rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org.  
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B   
Marlene Frierson 
mmarni@juno.com 
 
 
BUTTERFLY PROJECT 
Julie Goren 
jgoren9048@aol.com 
 
 
CRAFTERS’ CLUB 
Knit and crochet for charity 
Laurie Alban and Jean Cord 
818-865-0673 818-340-3394 
 
 
DONATION BOXES 
Boxes near our Shalom Desk may be filled with 
food for SOVA and snacks/treats for Operation  
Interdependence 
 
 
OPERATION INTERDEPENDENCE 
Barbara Granowitz 
4AVA4OI@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
H  M   S  M  
805-750-0345 
 

TRIBUTE CARDS 
Beverly Nisenson 
missesnisi@aol.com 

President’s  Message

June is here and we look forward to 
holding Shabbat Services in the Park 
during the months of June and July.  
Our services in the park are always 
beautiful and I look forward to see-
ing everyone.  Please feel free to 

bring your picnic shabbat dinner to enjoy with           
everyone in the park prior to our services.    

Our Honoree Gala was held last month and was a 
big success.  The Gala has two main purposes: one 
is to honor very worthy volunteers and the other is 
to raise much needed funds.  We are always trying 
to balance the desire to keep dues low while con-
tinuing to provide wonderful programming and a          
vibrant Jewish community.  Thank you again to         
Denise and Lenny Horowitz, Cheryl Cohen, the Gala 
committee, and to all our volunteers.  And more 
importantly, thank you to all that attended the         
Gala and for your generosity. 

Be well and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Bill LaVere 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 13 - 7:00 p.m. 
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An Ode to Our JEWELS Educators 

 

In the realm of JEWELS, where knowledge gleams, 
I found five educators who fulfilled my dreams. 

 
Judy, a gem with passion shining bright, 

Teaching our youngest to embrace their Jewish light. 
 

Julie, your efforts are truly admired, 
Your passion for teaching never tired. 

We appreciate you, and our gratitude we'll voice, 
For being an exceptional teacher, our hearts rejoice. 

 
Jenny's stories and lessons, a joyous sound, 

Making Hebrew school a delightful playground. 
With kindness and respect, she treats us all, 

Creating an environment where we stand tall. 
 

Appreciating Martin, a teacher so fine, 
His creative ideas make Hebrew learning shine. 

With tokens and fun, he makes it a game, 
Engaging and interactive, never the same. 

 
Raya's patience, love, and kindness reign, 

As she imparts knowledge with utmost gain. 
From prayers to traditions, each project we do, 

She guides us with care, helping us pursue. 
 

With heartfelt gratitude for an exceptional year- 

The 2022-23 JEWELS Students & Carla  
(with a little help from Chat GPT) 

B'Shalom -  

Carla 
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RABBI-IN-RESIDENCE LECTURE SERIES 

We hope you've been enjoying 
our Rabbi-In-Residence Lecture 
Series where we bring you inspir-
ing and insightful talks from 
some of America's finest rabbis. 
It has been such a privilege to 

hear the wisdom of the rabbis who visit us and 
we learn so much from them. They give us alot 
to think about and their presentations are 
meaningful, enlightening and thought provok-
ing.  

 

Our next Rabbi-In-Residence lecture will take 
place this summer at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom so be 
sure to check the VOS Happenings for the date. 
You can find us on our website at vosla.org and 
we appreciate and need your continued support 
so if you would like to sponsor a rabbi, please 
contact Wendy Levenson at 310-985-4285 or 
wendylev@sbcglobal.net.  

 

We look forward to seeing you for future Rabbi-
In-Residence lectures when we will bring you 
interesting rabbis to share their wisdom, 
knowledge, and expertise. Everyone is welcome 
and we hope you join us for our next exciting 
program!  

 

Wendy Levenson 

In honor of Father's Day, a special day,  
Let's celebrate fathers in a heartfelt way.  

To all the dads, near or far,  
You're cherished and loved, just as you are. 

You've cheered us on through every endeavor, 
Your love and support, we'll cherish forever.  

From scraped knees to broken hearts,                  
You've healed our wounds and played your part. 

So on this day, we honor you,                                      
For everything you've said and do.                 

You're more than a father, you're a true friend, 
Someone on whom we can always depend. 

Is VOS a part of your enduring 
Jewish legacy? 

Designate tax beneficial funds from your estate 

plan for Valley Outreach Synagogue Charitable 

Fund, managed by the Jewish Community Foun-

dation 
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SISTERHOOD MEN’S  CLUB 

Hi Ladies, 
My reign is over as Sisterhood 
President. I have been on the Sis-
terhood board for the last 12 years 
in different positions. I was Vice 
President, Events planner and   

President for the last 4 years. It is now time for new 
blood. 
 
I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to 
bring Sisterhood back up and running. 
I especially want to thank all of you for your loyalty 
and devotion to VOS Sisterhood. Without you, we 
wouldn’t have had the benefits (your dues) to do 
what we were able to do. You have helped Sister-
hood to do many things for the synagogue and of 
course the outreach program. 
 
When Covid 19 chose to bombard us and take away 
our get-togethers, I pursued ways to keep you in-
volved. ZOOM was our only choice at the time. We 
had many lectures and entertainment and trips (via 
Zoom) that I hoped you all enjoyed. It was not an 
easy task. Finding things to keep us all involved was 
a challenge, but I truly loved doing it. 
 
I know that Sisterhood will thrive, and we have a 
great board to take over the various duties. 
Thank you to Barbara Barackman (new President), 
Hallie Kraft as Treasurer, Barbara Huff as Event Plan-
ner & Donna Sheanin (Great Secretary). Rita               
Puritsky will be our new Member at Large. Thank 
you, Rita! 
 
From the beginning to where we are now, we have 
over 90 members and hopefully will continue to 
grow in the future. 
 
Bless you all and thank you for allowing me to be a 
part of this fantastic group of women. 
 
Judy Handelman, President (one more month) 
(818) 594-0450  jbeth10@yahoo.com 

Our V.O.S. Men's Club has monthly meetings.  
The Men's Club is dedicated to the camaraderie of 
great men, the support of our synagogue, and the 
exchange of life experience and (occasionally) 
good jokes!  Men's Club meets on the first Thurs-
day of the month at 5:45 p.m.; for FREE DINNER 
and meets at 6:30. Next meeting is June 1, 2023. 
Contact Bob Brandt for additional details: 818-535-
0067 
  
Men's Club Board Recognition Dinner:  
Our subsequent Men's Club Board recognition will 
be a FAMILY BBQ on June 11, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Masonic Lodge on Sherman Way. This is for 
F.U.N. FAMILY B.B.Q. The cost will be $25.00 PER 
FAMILY (UP TO 5 people). We will supply all the 
food and drink. In addition, this will be a recogni-
tion of the Men's Club board:  Bob Brandt, George 
Quint, and Harvey Rose. The parking lot can hold 
over 160 cars—no charge for parking. This is a 
family event; therefore, the more, the merrier—
details to follow. 
  
 Men's Club of V.O.S ANNUAL DINNER.  
Men's Club of V.O.S ANNUAL DINNER at Rosie's in 
Northridge. The buffet style includes soft drinks, 
salad, and dessert. 
 In addition, there will be an auction. This event is 
to support our temple. Buy your tickets now -  
Date: Sunday, October 22, 2023 
$35.00 per person. 
Time(s): 5:00 p.m.  
 

Location: Rosie's: Northridge. 

Contact Information: Bob Brandt: 818-535-0067  
  
Harvey Rose 

323-940-8881 
  



Page 8 

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

What a wonderful event!!!  The Ga-
la this year was exceptional. We 
had a great MC, with special 
thanks to Loren Witkin for keeping 
the event moving.   The Honorees 
felt important and loved. The room 
was beautiful. Thank you Jonah Li-

Paz for the amazing lighting and Joni and Jamie 
Reiff for the beautiful flower arrangements. Thank 
you again to the generous sponsors: Phyllis Cohen 
and Norm Levy, Janice and Pierre Rodnunsky, and 
Avi and Margarita Wazana.  Jack Lin, thank you for 
sponsoring a table.  Ruth Hurwitz, the meal was 
DELICIOUS! The music kept the dance floor hop-
ping. Thank you Jason and Dark Desert Highway. 
THE BEST PART OF THE NIGHT WAS THAT WE 
MADE OUR GOAL TO SUPPORT VOS!!! 

A special shout out to my amazing partners –  
Cheryl Cohen and Larry Rudner.  We were a well-
greased machine and we had fun doing everything 
together. The evening was a success because of 
both of you.   Can’t wait to do it again next year! 

The Gala Committee – Thank you all, monthly 
zoom calls since November 2022.  Tons of advice 
and feedback – You all helped to make the event 
happen!  Cathy Belsky, Nancy Canter, Cheryl         
Cohen, Carol Gold, Alice Goldsobel, Carol Hananel, 
Barbara Huff, Diane Kimmel, Ron Lieberman,      
Eleanor Mizrahi, Randie Rosenberg, Larry Rudner 
and Jay Stein – I was so lucky to have all of you on 
my team.   

Eleanor Mizrahi – Thank you for taking care of the 
Honorees.  You took control of everything, from 
staying in touch with everyone, getting their invita-
tion lists, articles for the tribute journal, and get-
ting the beautiful awards. I’m truly grateful.   

 

Cathy Belsky – Thank you for taking control of the 
Tribute Book and getting the ads from everyone.  
Karen Lavin – You put together a beautiful book!  
You both are terrific! 

Barbara Huff – You had a difficult job and handled 
it with grace.  We were so lucky to have you in 
charge of the volunteers.  So many different tasks, 
and you covered them all, from stuffing enve-
lopes, setting up the room the day before the 
event, selling raffle tickets, manning the registra-
tion area, check out at the auction, working the 
silent and live auction areas and on and on and 
on.  You are AMAZING!  Karen Jacobs and David 
Way, oops, left you off the list, please forgive me.  
You are truly valued volunteers.   

Ron Lieberman, thank you for the floor plans and 
for gathering so many items for the auction. 

All the volunteers, there were so many of you that 
joined in to make this event stand out!  I hope you 
all come back again next year. You did an incredi-
ble job and I’m sending hugs to each one of you.   

Arlene Mayo and Sal, you were there when I need-
ed help.  VOS is lucky to have your support. 

Special thanks and kisses to my hubby, Lenny, 
who was by my side and cheering me on from the 
beginning.  You gave me the time and space I 
needed to complete my task.   

Hold the date – May 4, 2024!   See you all at the 
GALA next year! 

Volunteers are special – We appreciate all that 
you do! 

Denise Horowitz, Chair 
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MITZVAH AND BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES 

As we move into the summer months I am looking forward to seeing our 
many temple families at the outdoor June and July services in the park.  I 
always feel the park is the lead up to the fall holidays when we celebrate 
the New Year and the various holidays thereafter.  
I look forward to the installation of new board members and sharing a     

picnic with lively conversations and of course the abundance of good food and drink.  
 

As a reminder, I will be exiting the post of Mitzvah V.P., but have every intention of work-
ing with the committee, so I will be around to help with the various opportunities that 
will be available after the summer.  The committee usually meets late summer to map 
out what the mitzvah committee will take on in the new fiscal year, so keep checking the 
Outreach for opportunities you might like to join. I am sure by High Holidays there will be 
many opportunities to sign up to volunteer at the tables in the main hall. I hope to be 
working with Jewels in whatever form the Mitzvah day develops. There have been sever-
al new ideas that I think will stir up the interest in participation, so read the Outreach and 
stay informed!!!!! 
 
Regarding the Bereavement Committee. I will continue to write my article to keep you 
informed on the status of what we have done and acknowledge those who have reached 
out to help.  Recently, the need arose and I would like to thank, Jay Stein, Lauren Levin-
son, Donna Sheanin, Carol Hannanal, Barbara Barackman.  A big shout-out to Barbara 
Johnson who opened her home to allow the friends of Johanna Spira,  to experience a 
repast after the funeral. Speeches and a violin performance was enjoyed by those in at-
tendance.  
 
Have a safe, restful, and fun summer. Take a little time to enjoy what life offers. 
 
Marlene Frierson, V.P. Mitzvah Committee 
Chairperson, Bereavement Committee 
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M EMBERSHIP NEWS YOUR SUNSHINE  
COMMITTEE 

Dear Valley Outreach Synagogue Members, 

As we approach the end of another year 
together, we wanted to take a moment to 
express our deepest appreciation for all of 
you. It has been a truly fabulous year, and 

we have enjoyed serving you and engaging with you in 
so many ways. 

We are especially grateful to our volunteer membership 
team, who have gone above and beyond in responding 
to the needs of our community. They have worked tire-
lessly to plan and host events such as the new member 
welcome reception, friendship connection dinners and 
brunches, and so much more. Their dedication and hard 
work have truly made a difference in the lives of our 
members. 

To show our gratitude, we will be hosting an apprecia-
tion dinner for our membership team this month. We 
want to take this opportunity to thank them for all that 
they have done to help us fulfill our mission of outreach 
and connection. 

Our goal as a membership team has always been to com-
municate our gratitude for your membership, make you 
feel welcomed, and help you connect to your synagogue 
community. We hope that we have achieved this goal 
and that you have felt the warmth and support of our 
community throughout the year. 

As we look ahead to the coming year, we hope that you 
will all be renewing your membership on July 1st. We are 
excited about the opportunities that lie ahead and look 
forward to continuing to serve you and engage with you 
in meaningful ways. 

Thank you again for being a part of our community. We 
are truly grateful for each and every one of you. 

In gratitude, 

Annie Sperling  

VP Membership  

 

The VOS Sunshine Committee is a wonderful 
group of VOS members who volunteer to contact 
VOS members in time of need. 

 

The Sunshine Committee members insures that 
our VOS family members are contacted by phone 
for well-being checks and encouragement. 

 

Typically, the committee members send get well 
cards, sympathy cards, and thinking of you cards 
to VOS members.  In addition, phone calls are 
made, and an occasional visit is appropriate. 

 

Our Sunshine Committee members  give of them-
selves to help others in need.   

Thank you Sunshine Committee! 

 

Sue and Harvey Magidow 

Committee Co-Chairs 
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Thank You to  

Our Excellent Proofreaders 

Alice Goldsobel 

Jan Roth   

Laurie Rudner 

Ava Silverberg 

Evy Ulise 

 

Here we are going into an-
other hot summer. As the 
saying goes, time marches 
on. Speaking of marching… 

It’s been quite a while since 
we at the L.A. unit of Operation Interde-
pendence have gotten candy or granola 
bars – or a donation large or small to help 
with postage. How about just a friendly 
note? Nothing. I’ve not even gotten an 
email response from anyone. Are my col-
umns going unread month after month? Is 
my message lost?  

Maybe you’re wondering doesn’t the mili-
tary give them everything? Well, here’s an 
example. A few years ago, OI corporate 
got a request from a military commander 
for Ramen Noodles. Here’s what he wrote: 
“We are in the middle of nowhere. There’s 
no base or a PX anywhere near our unit. 
Most of the time there’s not even access to 
hot water. At least with the Ramen we can 
eat them dry and get a little protein.” We 
hope it’s not that bad but we get his 
point… 

 

 

These days, everyone is hurting and lots of 
people are truly in need. There are so many 
folks asking for help and there’s a Go-
FundMe for everything. All I’m asking for is 
our loving Synagogue community to help us 
with $1, $5, or $10 so we can continue to 
send our care packages to our troops.  

I’ve said it before: we can’t always think 
“Let someone else do it“ because so many 
times there just is not someone else. We 
have to do it ourselves. Reminds me of The 
Little Red Hen who is forced to find the 
seeds, plant the wheat, harvest the wheat, 
grind it into flour, and bake the bread all by 
herself. But I’ll say it again: It takes a village 
and I do hope to hear from our helping 
“village” to lend a hand. 

With much love - 

Barbara Granowitz 

4AVA4oi@gmail.com 
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 VOS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2024 

President  Bill LaVere  818-326-2574  President@vosla.org 

V.P. Administration Jackie Berg 818-383-0494  VPadmin@vosla.org 

 Director of Administration Larry Rudner  818-919-3518  rudner25@gmail.com 

 Director of Administration Terri Elkins 818-421-3773  terrielkins23@gmail.com 

V.P. Education Laurie Goldey  310-613-1193 lauriegoldey1@gmail.com 

 Director of Education  Susi Weissman  818-429-1220 collegeguru@icloud.com  

 Director of Education  Laura Blatt 323-377-5852  laurafogel@yahoo.com  

V.P. Finance Jeff Cohen 818-383-8341 VPFinance@vosla.org 

 Director of Finance  Alan Kimmel 818-398-0630 akimmel@krcpas.net 

 Director of Finance  Abe Pelc 818-633-3200 abraham.pelc@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Michael Magasinn  310-487-1131 Treasurer@vosla.org 

V.P. Membership Anne Sperling 805-796-9255  anniesperling279@gmail.com 

 Director of Membership Joann Rand 818-515-1113  joannrand43@gmail.com  

 Director of Membership Barbara Granowitz  818-601-3611  barbaragranowitz@gmail.com  

V.P. Mitzvah Marlene Frierson    818-606-4028  mmarni@juno.com 

 Director of Mitzvah  Karen Jacobs   818-389-6435  karen.jacobs43@gmail.com  

 Director of Mitzvah   Cheryl Cohen    818-399-2418 cheryl@cohentnc.com 

V.P. Religious Practices  Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 wendylev@sbcglobal.net  

 Director of Religious Practices  Betsy Shore 818-515-7180  betsyruth5151@gmail.com  

 Director of Religious Practices  Randie Rosenberg 818-667-4201  poochluvrr@aol.com 

V.P. Fundraising  Denise Horowitz 818-497-5060 denise.horowitz@icloud.com 

 Director of Fundraising Ron Lieberman  818-516-3640  ron@designdevelopment-group.com  

 Director of Fundraising Jay Stein     818-710-8649   jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com 

JEWELS Education Director  Carla Adivi    818-882-4867  cadivi@vosla.org 

Recording Secretary Doreen Kates 818-398-1202  dekates@sbcglobal.net 

Past President Karen Block 818-448-5009 kblock@kblockandco.com 
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Bereavement  Marlene Frierson 818-718-9428 

Butterfly Project Julie Goren 818-489-6686 

By-Laws Mickey Bilsky 818-384-1107 

Chavurot Anne Sperling 805-796-9255 

Crafters’ Club Jean Cord 818-340-3394 

Education Carla Adivi 818-870-0459 

Events Sales Coordinator Claudine Pelc 818-635-7917 

High Holy Days Stan Taub 818-998-7224 

High Holy Days Stewart Epstein 818-886-2380 

Men's Club Bob Brandt 818-535-0067 

Mt. Sinai Josh Ryan 818-458-0932 

Oneg Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285  

Oneg Simone Brandt 818-891-6476 

Oneg Debbie Du Val 818-384-5125  

Operation Interdependence Barbara Granowitz 818-912-6063 

Outreach Newsletter Arlene Mayo 818-882-4867 

Security Jackie Berg 818-383-0494 

Singles Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 

Sisterhood Judy Handelman 818-594-0450 

Sunshine Harvey  and Sue Magidow 805-750-0345 

Tribute Cards Beverly Nisenson 818-360-2597 

Tot Shabbat  Judy Gaffin Judy@vosla.org 

Volunteer Coordinator Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

Yahrzeit Board Karen Lavin  818-882-4867 

   

Holocaust  Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education Task Force (AETF)  Susi Weissman                                 818-429-1220  
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Valley Outreach Synagogue 

26668 Agoura Road 

Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

FAX: 818- 882-4868 

Website:  www.vosla.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Arlene Mayo 

officeadmin@vosla.org 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

 

Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz 

Rabbili-paz@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or (818) 882-4867 

 

Associate Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Sara Abrams 

Rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867 

 

 

 

Musical Director 

Gerald  (Jerry) Sternbach 

musicdirector@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Director of VOS Education 

Carla Adivi 

Cadivi@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Rabbis Emeriti 

Jerry Fisher (z”l) 

Richard Schachet (z”l)  

 

Founding Musical Director 

Jack Bielan 

felixxsong@yahoo.com 

818-456-4298 

 

Outreach Editor 

 Arlene Mayo  

Email: info@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 
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June 9, 2023 - Shabbat Under the Stars : 7:00 p.m. 

July 14, 2023 - Shabbat under the Stars — 

Coming to America: 7:00 p.m. 

 

August 11, 2023 - To Life! To Love!: 7:30 p.m. 

September 8, 2023 - Elul: Preparing Our Hearts  
and Souls for the High Holidays: 7:30 p.m. 

SIMPLY SHABBAT SERVICE 
DATES (2022-2023)  

VOS 7:30 p.m. 

June 23, 2023 

 

July 28, 2023 

 

August 25, 2023 

       SHABBAT SERVICES        
(2022—2023)   
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 BELOW REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

MITZVOT 
Dan and Carla Adivi 

Micky Bilsky, in memory of  Arlene Sylvers, 
Rhonda Magasinn and Thelma Bilsky and in 
honor of Doreen Kates 80th birthday 

Karen Bradford 

Golda Brill, in honor of her granddaughter 
Rachel Feldman’s marriage to Tim Brock 

Chavurah 2000, in memory of Earl Minkin 

Stewart and Susie Epstein 

Randee, Coby and Jake Hilborne, We were 
so sad to hear about the passing of your 
dad and Grandpa Marty. What a wonderful 
guy– so kind and welcoming! He was loved 
by so many and an inspiration to all of us. 
May your dad and grandpa’s memory bee a 
blessing. 

Barbara Huff, in memory of Rhonda               
Magasinn 

Mary Ann Jackson, in memory of my            
wonderful friend Johanna Spira 

Doreen Kates, Gala donation 

Ron and Corinne Lieberman, Gala donation 

Eddie and Jane Lorin 

 

AJ Magasinn’s Fraternity, in memory of 
Rhonda Magasinn 

Michael Magasinn 

Eileen and Peter Malis, in memory of          
Johanna Spira. She did so much for VOS 
and we will miss her. She wass always so 
gracious when I asked her to include 
something in the Outreach. 

Mishpucha Chavurah, in memory of Irene 
Allen 

Steven and Sherri Raft 

Kenneth and Donna Rehman, in honor of 
Doreen Kates 80th birthday 

Michael and Geri Schwartz 

Rivka Shaked, in honor of Rabbi Li-Paz 

Ava Silverberg, in memory of Johanna  
Spira 

Ben and Julie Simon, wishing VOS a very 
successful Gala 

 

 



Page 22 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS BELOW 
REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

YAHRZEITS 
Janis (Bob) Andres, in memory of Ruth Saul 

Vicki Barkan, in memory of Tillie Guss Stein 

Robert (Simone) Bermant, in memory of Arnold     
Bermant 

Mickey Bilsky, in memory of Thelma Bilsky 

Brian (Roberta) Caplin, in memory of Mary Caplin 

Carol Ellis, in memory of Ruth Miller, Jack Miller 

Stewart (Susie) Epstein, in memory of Morris           
Epstein 

James (Robin) Felton, in memory of  Ellen Joan            
Felton 

Samuel (Betsy Shore) Finkelberg, in memory of        
David Finkelberg 

Philip (Sandra) Firestone, in memory of Anne            
Firestone 

Aimee Flubacher, in memory of Sarah Romanow 

Lynda Fox, in memory of Susan Bonoff 

Eileen (Al) Franco, in memory of Doris Becker 

William Frankenstein, in memory of Gail                      
Frankenstein, Beatrice Frankenstein 

Sonya Franklin, in memory of Kay Goldstein Lewis 

Heywood (Brenda) Friedman, in memory of              
Sheldon Friedman 

Marlene Frierson, in memory of Lea Nathan 

Elaine Garfield, in memory of Gary Garfield 

Jerry (Diane) Goldstein, in memory of Ozzie               
Goldstein 

Carol Gordon, in memory of Julius Siegel 

 

Carol Hananel, in memory of Col. Herbert J. Kay 

Robin Jacobs, in memory of Karyn Miller 

Marcy (Barry) Keyes, in memory of Rose Boden 

Janice Levine, in memory of Anna Gerst 

Jeri Machanic, in memory of Lillian Cash 

Michael Magasinn, in memory of Carol Moore 
Daskal 

Adrienne McCune, in memory of Walter                
Gorenstein 

Norma Miles, in memory of Milton Kane 

Beverly (Stan) Nisenson, in memory of Solomon 
Bromberg 

Stan (Beverly) Nisenson, in memory of Pauline          
Nisenson 

Rita (Fred West) Puritsky, in memory of Roberta 
Rosenberg 

Dianna Rice, in memory of Marcia Michael, Albert 
Rice, Lynda Smith 

Jacquiline Rondinelli, in memory of Lina  Silverglate 

Marilyn (Myron) Ross, in memory of Marilyn Baumal 

Judy Sagerman, in memory of Marvin Sagerman 

Donna (Rudy Galicia) Sheanin, in memory of Ozzie 
Goldstein 

Arthur Sherman, in memory of Edward Sherman 

Betsy Shore (Samuel Finkelberg) in memory of Jack 
W. Okun 

Trena Thompson, in memory of Ronald Thompson 

Susi (Robert) Weissman, in memory of Gabriella 
Bashner, Karyn Miller 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

 

Louise Pinsky, cousin of Bernard and Dorri Raskin .  

James Friedman, father of Robert Friedman and Denise Marks.  
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SIMCHAS AND  MAZEL TOV TO: 

Milestone Anniversaries 

Milestone Birthdays 
                       Bat Mitzvah 

Ross and Susan Fischman 
 

Your joy is our joy!  

Please email info@VOSLA.org if you have a 
simcha to share with our   community. 

Leena Bereliani 
 

Luna Altshuler 

                   Wedding 

Dan Adivi 

Stanley Chernoff 

Laurie Eisenberg 

Donald Goldsobel 

Jeffrey Horowitz 

Karyn King 

Ann Koster 

Doug Mankoff 

Robert Modell 

JoAnn Rand 

Ronald Randolph 

Dorri Raskin 

 
Sol and Marilyn Levine  
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BIRTHDAYS 

6/1 Lois Sefton 

6/2 Brian Caplin, Jody Polacheck 

6/3 Marshall Fenig, Kelsey Haines 

6/4 Howard Banchik, Brayden Fisher, 
Annabelle Miller 

6/5 Reagan Beck, Judy Farber,             
Norman Levy, Gregg Moscot 

6/6 Melissa Moscot, Lily Moscot 

6/7 Jackie Crystal, Ed Kohn,                      
Justin Lieberman, Matt Magasinn,           
Stan Nisenson, JoAnn Rand 

6/8 Suzanne Bermant, Ronald Randolph 

6/9 Robert Modell, Harvey D. Rose,           
David Weinberg 

6/10 Donna Sheanin 

6/11 Emma Blank, Denise Helfstein,           
Ann Koster, Ellen Weissman 

6/12 Doug Mankoff, Lanna Pathman 

6/13 Rosalyn Glantz, Donald Goldsobel, 
Bernard Raskin 

6/14  Stanley Chernoff, Brooke Haines, 
Carol Hananel, Bonita Kraft 

 

6/15 Benjamin Adivi, Dan Adivi,                
Sarah Bernstein 

6/16 Barbara Haines, Dorri Raskin,            
Daniel Ungar 

6/17 Wendy Bernfeld, Darla Lesh,            
Tristan Rogers 

6/18 Beth Lin, Andrea Smollar,                 
Evelyn Ulise 

6/19 Jamie Jacoby, Roman Teti 

6/20 Laurie Eisenberg, Julianne Safran, 
Anne Sperling, Leonardo Teti 

6/21 Ian Goldey, Jeffrey Horowitz,               
Violet Josephson, Fred West 

6/22 Jacqueline Edell, Karyn King,              
Ethan Pimstone, Brooke Salisbury 

6/24 Zachary Jaeger, Laura Ozer,                 
Beverly Pessell, Bobbi Vinet 

6/26 Arnold Kaufman, Raymond Leboff, 
Hudson Rogers 

6/28 Norman Gonor, Michaela Landau 

6/29 Jim Pathman, Jessica Wohlwend 

6/30 Joseph Hurwitz 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

Henry and Lisa August 

Lewis and Dorene Blair 

Herb and Tobie Finkelstein 

Abraham and Eileen Franco 

Clive and Ruth Hurwitz 

Barry and Emily Kaplan 

Arnold Kaufman and Suzanne Kassap 

Sol and Marilyn Levine 

Farley and Wendy Manill 

Thomas Metz and Julie Jacobs 

Harvey and Peggy Rose 

Myron and Marilyn Ross 

Stan and Carol Smith 

Brad Tanenbaum and Beth Haiken 

Stanley and Suzi Taub 

Fred West and Rita Puritsky 

Erica and Jeff Whittington 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING 

A Rachel Aflalo, Laurie Alban,  Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Bob Andres, Eliahu Assouline 
B Barbara Barackman, Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Judy Benedict, Sandi Berman,  

Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch, Robyn Besem, Jack Bielan, Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Sally Burns 
C Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas, Dojie Cayse, Ethan 

Childs, Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli 
D Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due,  

Warren Due 
E Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser 
F Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco, 

Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried 
G Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Adam Garfield, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Lois Gerace, 

Peter Getzoff, Steve Gilbert, Jeri Glassman, Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress 
Goldsmith, Diane Goldstein, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman, Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman 

H Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Paul Hanff,  
Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann, Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, 
Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff 

I Tom Iverson 
J Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph 
K Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy 

Karlin, Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, 
Roslyn Kramer, Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets 

L Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Wendy Levenson 
Eddie Levin, Louise Levine, Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, 
Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez, Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang 

M Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis, Janet 
McKnight, Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles, Shalom 
Elite bas Miryam, Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, Kelly Mulligan 

N Mitra Namazie, Joanne Nash, Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak,  
O Mark Osterloh 
P Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky 
Q Helga Quinonez  
R Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner, 

Michael Reisner, Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara 
Rollins, Mickey Rosen, Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn 
Ross, Myron Ross, Stacey Ross, Joe Roth, Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip 
Rudolph 

S Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Elaine Sayer, Alicia Seaton, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, 
Marco Shrem, Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh,, Jeannette St. Marie, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay 
Stenberg, Stevie Stock, Harry Sussman 

T Escher Tallman, Eric Targon, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark 
Thall, Daryl Thompson, Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom 

V Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann 
W Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss,  

John Weiss, Shirley Wenner, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton 
Y Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman  
Z Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine  
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Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, 
Brent’s Delicatessen and Restaurant, and Doris the Florist of Oaks 

Florist for their continuing generosity.   

Please mention VOS when you visit and order from these            
wonderful businesses in our community.    

Oaks Florist– Westlake Village 

31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

818-991-5444 

oaksflorist@yahoo.com 

Westlake Village 

2799 Townsgate Road, Westlake Village, CA 91361  

805-557-1882 

Northridge 

19565 Parthenia Street, Northridge, CA 91324 

818-886-5679 www.brentsdeli.com 

The Commons of Calabasas 

4732 Commons Way, Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-223-8006 www.faziocleaners.com 

The Promenade at Westlake Village 

140 Promenade Way  -  E 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

805-370-0088 


