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A couple weeks ago in preparation for Passover, I shared a sweet story with our JEWELS stu-

dents. I knew they were being taught the meaning of the holiday and the appropriate pray-

ers and blessings, but I thought it was also important to teach them an otherwise hidden 

value that might get lost in the conversation around the Exodus.  

The story I shared, one I found in a beautiful book called, Three Times Chai, was of a beggar 

who showed up at the door of a very fancy home on the evening of Passover. He knocked 

several times and when the door was opened, he saw a gathering of finely dressed people 

around a lavish and beautiful dinner table. All were dressed in tuxedos and fancy gowns. The 

beggar told the host that the tradition of Passover was that “all who are hungry should 

come and eat,” and so, he came in the hope of being fed. The host responded that he would 

not give tzedakah, charity, on a holiday and he sent the poor man away. An hour or so later, 

an opulently dressed gentleman approached the same beautiful home. Dressed in a tuxedo, 

bow tie, top hat and carrying a silver tipped walking stick, he knocked at the door and was 

immediately welcomed to the gathering of finely dressed people celebrating the Passover 

seder. When the meal was served, the beggar poured a bottle of wine into his top hat and 

stuffed matzoh in both of the pockets of his overcoat. He took the haroset and spooned it 

into his suit pockets. The guests were stunned. The host, assuming it was a Passover tradi-

tion with which he was unfamiliar, maybe from a different Jewish community than his own, 

asked the well-dressed guests to explain his actions. “Well,” the man replied, “our tradition-

al text states that ‘all who are hungry should come and eat’, and so I came to your door but 

when I arrived in my beggar's garb I was rejected. I returned so that my clothing could be 

fed because it was apparently much more important, worthy and welcome than I was.” 

Let’s consider the values of our wise tradition and the opportunities that Passover offers us 

to host and feed “Elijah”, regardless of his chosen garb. 

 

   Wishing all of you a sweet, beautiful, and kosher Passover! 
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It's an earth song— 
And I've been waiting long for an earth song.  
It's a spring song,— 
And I've been waiting long for a spring song.  
    Strong as the shoots of a new plant  
    Strong as the bursting of new buds 
    Strong as the coming of the first child from its mother's womb.  
It's an earth song,  
A body song,  

A spring song,  
I have been waiting long for this spring song.  
Langston Hughes 
  
What is your earth song this month? What is your spring song?  The Jewish tradition sings the earth song and 
spring song at Passover where we historically spring forth into bodily and spiritual freedom.  However, before 
springing forth into liberation, Judaism asks us to look into our collective and personal past to consider the places 
in our lives where we have been enslaved, as well as the places in our society where others are literally enslaved, 
whether through war, trafficking, addiction, systemic oppression or through the limitations of their own ego iden-
tities.  Such insights, when we discover them, invite reflection, honest self-inquiry, and faith in our own abilities to 
chip away at our personal chains so that we, like the earth, can burst forth with new blossoms and possibility.  It is 
part of why we read The Song of Songs at this time of year, the love song of the Bible. The song is an ode to new 
love: 
  
Arise, my darling;  
My fair one, come away! 
For now the winter is past 
The rains are over and gone. 
The blossoms have appeared in the land, 
the time of pruning has come . . .  (1:10-11) 
  
This is a time to wake up and greet life anew-wherever we are in the length of our years—and say yes to the blos-
soms that unfold so beautifully from our branches.  This spring, this Passover. may we each experience a sense of 
newness and possibility.  May our limitations of mind drop away to be filled with new freedom, new beauty, new 
life.  May your Seders invite such growth and reflection and may you rejoice in the present moment! Chag 
Sameach! 
  
Part of my role as associate rabbi and chaplain at VOS is to attend to your pastoral needs.  If you are in need of spiritu-
al counsel or pastoral presence at this time, please know that my door is open to you.  And if you or someone you 
know in our community is in need of support, suffering with an illness or currently hospitalized or homebound, I am 
available for home or hospital visits.  Please contact me at rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org.  
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MĎęğěĔę 
 
BĊėĊĆěĊĒĊēę ĈĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ 
Marlene Frierson 
mmarni@juno.com 
 
BUTTERFLY PROJECT 
Julie Goren 
jgoren9048@aol.com 
 
CRAFTERS’ CLUB 
Knit and crochet for charity 
Laurie Alban and Jean Cord 
818-865-0673 818-340-3394 
 
DONATION BOXES 
Boxes near our Shalom Desk may be filled with 
food for SOVA and snacks/treats for Operation  
Interdependence 
 
OPERATION INTERDEPENDENCE 
Barbara Granowitz 
4AVA4OI@gmail.com 
 
PROJECT CARINČ 
 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
HĆėěĊĞ MĆČĎĉĔĜ Ćēĉ SĚĊ MĆČĎĉĔĜ 
805-750-0345 
 

TRIBUTE CARDS 
Beverly Nisenson 
missesnisi@aol.com 

President’s  Message

Is VOS a part of your enduring 
Jewish legacy? 

Designate tax beneficial funds from your estate 

plan for Valley Outreach Synagogue Charitable 

Fund. Managed by the Jewish Community Foun-

dation 

It was wonderful to see all the JEWELS 

families who turned out for our Purim 

Shabbat Service.  It was also fun to see 

the JEWELS students participate in the 

service.  Participation in VOS events 

strengthens our community.   

Passover is coming very soon and bringing with it an-

other opportunity to participate in a major event.  VOS 

has arranged a beautiful Passover Seder to be held on 

the second night of Passover (April 6th).  This Seder 

will be held at the Sheraton Hotel in Agoura Hills.  The 

doors open at 5:30 p.m., and the Seder will begin 

promptly at 6:00 p.m.  Registration is closed. 

On Sunday, April 16th, from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. VOS 

will have a special Holocaust event, “Remembering 

Yom HaShoah through the art of David Labkovski.”  

We will have a special internationally recognized guest 

speaker, Leora Raikin, who will take us on a journey 

through the art into the history of Vilna and Eastern 

Europe leading up to the Holocaust.  This is a very spe-

cial event that should not be missed.  

On May 6, we will hold our annual Gala.  This year will 

be a Hawaiian theme so break out your tropical shirts.  

This is a major fundraiser for VOS, and I want to thank 

you in advance for your participation and support of 

this event. 

We also have many adult education events in April.  

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Bill LaVere   
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Great Volunteer  

Opportunity 

I would love to teach anyone 

interested in learning how to 

produce the Outreach.  Please 

contact Johanna Spira at 818-

882-6866 if you’d like to try it.  

Constructing the newsletter is  

fun, creative, rewarding—and 

the software does most of the 

work. 

     VOLUNTEERS   
         NEEDED! 
        For our Tropical Night Gala,  
               May 6, 2023 

               
We need eight volunteers for the 
live auction to record the persons 
and purchases bought. 
 
If you can help, please contact  
Barbara Huff. 
 
huff669@gmail.com  
 818-441-3384 

JEWELS   NEWS 
Who Doesn’t Love A Good Story? 

The holiday of Passover revolves 

around retelling the Exodus story 

from generation to generation in 

order to preserve the key narrative of the Jewish peo-

ple - our ancestors’ escape from slavery to freedom. 

What better way to fulfill this mitzvah than through 

the Passover Seder - a multi-sensory approach to en-

gaging even the youngest among us by modeling core 

Jewish values including the pursuit of justice, welcom-

ing the stranger, gathering as a community, and being 

grateful for our freedoms (dayenu!).  While there are 

endless ways to infuse fun and relevance for kids, 

most importantly is to make the Exodus story come 

alive so that we, and eventually the next generation, 

will not only remember it but embrace it as part of 

our own personal Jewish journey. 

 

In preparation for Passover last week, JEWELS stu-

dents were fully immersed in the Exodus narrative. 

They experienced “slavery” by engaging in menial 

tasks and building Lego pyramids. They encountered 

each of the 10 plagues as Moses continuously pleaded 

with Pharoah to “Let My People Go!” They witnessed 

the splitting of the Red Sea and marched from Egypt 

to the Promised Land, rejoicing in their newfound 

freedom. And lastly, they ate matzoh—the “bread of 

affliction” and a symbol of humility.  

 

May you and your family, friends and the entire VOS 

community have a meaningful and memorable Seder. 

Happy Passover 

Carla 
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RABBI-IN-RESIDENCE LECTURE SERIES 

We hope you've been enjoying our inspiring and insightful talks at our Rabbi-In-Residence Lec-

ture Series where we bring you meaningful and enlightening lectures from some of America's 

finest rabbis. This month we will be taking a break because of the Passover holiday, and we will 

be back on May 18th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom with a special rabbi who comes to us from New Jer-

sey. We are privileged to host Rabbi Debra Orenstein who will speak to us on Positively Jewish: 

Torah Wisdom and Modern Science on Happiness. 

 

Named "One of America's Most Inspiring Rabbis" by The Jewish Forward, we are excited for the opportunity to 

have Rabbi Orenstein join us. She brings the meaning and relevance of the Jewish tradition to the forefront as she 

speaks to us about what true happiness means. What can bring us happiness? What does Torah wisdom teach us 

about happiness? Rabbi Orenstein's passion is connecting Judaism and spirituality to our everyday lives and ulti-

mate concerns.  

 

The world today can seem so divided, but something that every person seeks, no matter where they are or how 

different they are, is happiness. Happiness has an incredible power to bring people together, to understand one 

another. The importance of connection that leads to happiness is apparent. Join us to learn about what modern 

science blended with the Torah approach has to say on happiness, and how we can bring it into our lives. 

 

For twenty years, Rabbi Orenstein was an instructor at American Jewish University, where she taught in the rab-

binical, graduate, undergraduate, conversion, Elderhostel, and continuing education programs. She was a senior 

fellow of the Wilstein Institute of Jewish Policy Studies and spiritual leader of Makom Ohr Shalom synagogue. In 

2010, she returned to her home state of New Jersey and became spiritual leader of Congregation B'nai Israel in 

Emerson, while continuing her writing and public speaking.  

 

Everyone is welcome to join and you're sure to find it informative and intriguing. Be sure not to miss this powerful 

and thought-provoking presentation.  Mark your calendars for the third Thursday of every month when we will 

have different rabbis speak to us to share their wisdom, knowledge, and expertise.  

We look forward to seeing you on May 18th for our next exciting lecture. We appreciate and need your continued 

support, so if you would like to sponsor a rabbi, please contact Wendy Levenson at 310-985-4285 or wen-

dylev@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Wendy Levenson 

VP of Religious Practices 
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SISTERHOOD 

1) Our VOS Men's Club has monthly meetings . If you are 

over 55, join us at 5:45 p.m. for FREE DINNER and 

meeting at 6:30. Next meeting is on April 13. 

2)  Men's Club Board Recognition will feature a  FAMILY 

BBQ on Sunday, June 11 at 3:00 p.m. at the Masonic 

Lodge, 14750 Sherman Way, Van Nuys 91405. This is for 

F.U.N. FAMILY  BBQ.  The cost will be $25 PER FAMILY 

(up to 5 people). W e will supply all the food and drink. 

In addition, this will be a recognition of the Men’s Club 

Board:  Bob Brandt, George Quint, and Harvey Rose. 

Everyone is invited. The parking lot can hold over 160 

cars—no charge for parking. This is a family event; 

therefore, the more, the merrier. Details to follow.  

 

MEN’S  CLUB 

Board of Directors Meeting 

April 11—7:00 p.m. 

 

3)  VOS Men's Club ANNUAL DINNER will be held on 

Sunday, October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at Rosie's in 

Northridge. The buffet-style meal includes soft drinks, 

salad, and dessert. In addition, there will be an auc-

tion. This event is to support our Synagogue. Buy your 

tickets now—$35.00 per person. Contact Information: 

Bob Brandt: 818-535-0067  

Harvey Rose 

Hi Ladies, 

Broadway 1965 was a hit!  What a 

Great Show! Hats off to all the won-

derful performers! Thank you to all 

involved.  

Thank you so much to all of you who joined our 

March meeting.  

Passover is almost here. Lots of cooking to do for 

family and friends. I hope that you all enjoy the holi-

day , especially being with your families! 

It was so very interesting to see how Max Factor was 

started and the famous actors who helped the firm 

become the real start of makeup for us all. 

Unfortunately, our usual meeting date for April had 

to be changed. The date for April’s meeting will now 

take place on April 13.  More information, such as 

venue and time, to follow . 

Any questions, please call or email. 

Thank you. 

Judy Handelman, President 

818-594-0450  jbeth10@yahoo.com 
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Congratulations and Thank You! 
 

Our journey towards the three performances of Broadway 1965 began back in September, 2022. Over the 
months, between an initial conversation and the performances, an enormous and delightful family formed with-
in our VOS community. Each week, the cast and creative team went through rehearsal challenges and sweet 
victories, and we came to learn more about ourselves and about each other. Ultimately, I am left with a deep 
sense of gratitude to all the people who invested time, energy, and courage in this VOS Players production.  

 

I want to share the list of participants and supporters so that all of them feel acknowledged, and all of us can 
recognize those who volunteered in some way in this amazing VOS family experience: 

 
Sheri Albala, Mayer Alson, Barbara Barackman, Jackie Berg, Steve Berkowitz, Mickey Bilsky, Dorene Blair, 
Lewis Blair, Emmett Blatt, Laura Blatt, Karen Bradford, Larry Braun, Wendy Breslow, Brian Caplin, Roberta 
Caplin, Steve Clayton, Daphne Nieman Cohen, Phyllis Cohen, Jean Cord, Fabrizio Correa, Galia Dhari, Helene 
Dutra, Debbie Du Val, Terri Elkins, Judy Farber, Sam Finkelberg, Al Franco, Eileen Franco, Jeff Gaffin, Judy 
Gaffin, Teri Gamson, Joyce Glantz, David Glazer, Lyle Glazer, Carol Gold, Lila Jolie Gold, Alice Goldsobel, Donald 
Goldsobel, Steve Gorman, Barry Greene, David Handelman, Judy Handelman, Denise Horowitz, Leonard Horo-
witz, Nate Horowitz, Bob Jacobs, Ellie Jacobs, Karen Jacobs, Barbara Johnson Brown, Emily Kaplan, Suzanne 
Kassap, Doreen Kates, Arnold Kaufman, Morgan Lavin, Jenny Lerner, Albert Levine, Wendy Levenson, Norm 
Levy, Beth Lin, Dr. Jack Lin, Hannah Li-Paz, Jonah Li-Paz, Cantor Michael Li-Paz, Monica Li-Paz, Rabbi Ron Li-Paz, 
Eric Menyuk, Guste Paskauskaite, Martin Pasternack, Dianna Rice, Janice Rodnunsky, Harvey Rose, Peggy 
Rose, Randie Rosenberg, Ann Rowan, Josh Rudner, Larry Rudner, Julie Safran, Lisa Schultz, Mikki Schultz, 
Todd Schultz, Betsy Shore, Carol Smith, Stan Smith, Andrea Smollar, Lynn Solursh, Barbara Solomon, Gerald 
Sternbach, Michele Tannen, Fred Ulise, Lesley Vann, David Way, Marsha Wiedder, Lisa Wooding, Mike Wood-
ing, Larry Zolkewitz, Sheila Zolkewitz, The members of the VOS Men’s Club and Sisterhood, and Teddy, the 
dog. (If you stepped in to volunteer and I am not aware, I apologize for missing your name).  

 

Some words from participants: 

 

“I appreciated this wonderful opportunity so very much! It was a lot of fun, but the highlight was the camarade-
rie among us all. I am so glad to now be a member of VOS, and I look forward to seeing you all at more events.” 

 

“What an absolute pleasure it was to be with all of you. For us, it was our first time ever doing theater.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                          Continued n next page 
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VOS PLAYERS CONTINUED 

 

“Thank you all for making my first experience a magnificent one!   I don’t have words to express my admiration 
and gratitude for the support and encouragement from all.   It was my absolute pleasure to work with you all and 
I look forward to next time!” 

 

“We have been working and performing in many types of theatre projects for over 40 years. It is rare to find a 
group as supportive, congenial, and in Bron's words, as ‘sticky’ as the BROADWAY 1965 cast and crew. There just 
aren't enough superlatives.” 

  

“Valley Outreach Synagogue is truly a wonderful and amazing community!” 

 

“I joined for the music, I left with welcoming, loving new friends.” 

 

“I have heard so many positive accolades about our show.  We brought a lot of happiness to a lot of people: sev-
eral people want to join our Temple and be part of our group.  Being in this show has been the highlight of my life, 
memories that will never be forgotten.” 

 

“I had no idea what I was missing!” 

 

*Look out for our next VOS Players, Berlinger Performing Arts Program production* 

 

With sincerest gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronwen Li-Paz 
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FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

I hope that you all have a wonderful 

Passover Seder with family and 

friends while sitting around the din-

ner table, as you eat, pray, drink 

wine, sing, discuss current social 

justice issues, and tell stories while 

reading the Haggadah. 

I’m going to share my wonderful pineapple matzoh 

kugel with you again. Enjoy!   

 

 

 

 

 

6 eggs, 2 matzoh sheets broken into small pieces, ¼ 
tsp salt, 4 tbsp. margarine, 1 cup sugar, 1 can crushed 
pineapple, drained (16 oz) 

Preheat oven to 350.  In large bowl beat eggs, add 
matzoh, salt, margarine, sugar, and drained pineap-
ple.   

Mix well. 

Pour into a well-greased 8x8x2 pan.  Bake for 40 – 45 
minutes, or until firm.  Cut into squares. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Tropical Nights, Dinner, Dancing, 
Auction – May 6, 2023, 6:00 p.m. at VOS, $150/
person 

It’s that time of year again when you can help sup-
port Valley Outreach Synagogue with its biggest 
fundraiser of the year.  Dance to Dark Desert High-
way, food catered by Ruth Hurwitz, photo souve-
nirs, Hawaiian casual attire, purchase great items at  

the live and silent auctions opportunity drawing--win 

one of three mystery boxes.   

Support the wonderful honorees:  Jackie Berg, Wom-

an of the Year; Bill LaVere, Man of the Year; Wendy 

Levenson, Light of Israel; Adam and Jamey Sussman, 

Couple of the Year. 

You can support VOS by: 

Purchasing tickets or a table for the event 

Buy an ad for the Tribute Journal. 

Be a Sponsor of the event. 

       Participate in the auction--we are currently looking 

for more items – restaurant gift cards, movie cards, 

tickets to sports events, or plays.  Donate your va-

cation home for a weekend.  Donate a round of 

golf at your golf course.  

Here are a few of the wonderful items we have re-

ceived:  Rams tickets with preferred parking, Dodger 

tickets, a massage, many restaurants, singing lessons, 

gift baskets, emergency supply kit for a family of four, 

a weekend in Big Bear at a vacation house, a VIP tour 

of Paramount Studios, dinners with the Rabbi Li-Paz, 

and art by Rachel Sylvers.   

DON’T MISS OUT – YOUR PARTICIPATION WILL BRING 

YOU GREAT MEMORIES!!!!!! 

 

Denise Horowitz 

VP Fundraising 
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MITZVAH AND BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Hag Sameach. I hope this year at Passover you can gather with family and friends. It is al-

ways wonderful when we can take time out from our busy lives and have a special occa-

sion to gather with others. Passover, of course, has special meanings that we will discuss 

throughout our Seder when we read through the Haggadah. Also, remember to set an 

extra place at your table and open your heart and doors to someone who needs a place to 

attend. Maybe Elijah???!!!!! 

 

I look forward to the coming months with so many events on our calendar. Be sure to sign up for the Gala in May. 

It is going to be a night to remember! I want to thank everyone who will help at the drive-through SOVA collec-

tion. It takes a village to have a successful event. What a mitzvah! 

 

The Bereavement Committee continues to be active, and I am always looking for additional members to join our 

team. Contact me by email to start the discussion on how you can become a member of this very important 

group.  

 

Some of you may know by now, however, I want to officially announce my stepping down from the Board of Di-

rectors effective in May. Since I joined the temple some 25 years ago, I have been very active on the task force 

and then the VOS Board of Directors. I like to believe I have made a difference and plan to work with my succes-

sor who will be named shortly. I want to thank everyone who has worked with me and supported me throughout 

the years. Bless you all.  

I promise that you will continue to see me at the many events and services.  Lastly, my leaving the board is just 

moving into a new chapter of my life, and I assure everyone, all is well. 

 

Hugs to you all and have a peaceful and wonderful Passover. 

 

 Marlene Frierson 

 VP Mitzvah 

 Bereavement Chairperson  

 mmarni@juno.com 
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M EMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

The Sunshine Committee at VOS includes the follow-

ing dedicated members who are available at a mo-

ment’s notice to send get well cards, thinking of you 

cards, and sympathy cards to VOS members who 

have experienced a difficult time in their lives.  The 

Sunshine Committee members also make phone 

calls to members who are isolated or in need of 

cheer, or who just need to know their VOS family is  

supporting them in their lives. Occasionally, a per-

sonal visit for members who are not mobile and 

who are feeling alone is just the thing to raise spir-

its.   

The VOS Sunshine Committee is a wonderful group 

of members who give of themselves to help others 

in need. 

 

Thank you so much for your dedication: 

Harvey Magidow 

Sue Magidow 

Doreen Kates 

Barbara Huff 

Karen Jacobs 

Denise Horowitz 

Barbara Barackman 

Rita Puritsky 

YOUR SUNSHINE  
COMMITTEE 

Shalom!  

Bravo, Bravo, what a fabulous way to 
spend the evening watching VOS mem-
bers perform in the Broadway 1965 
theatre night at VOS! As a result, our 
congregation grew with a handful of 

new members who joined the cast and performed, 
and everyone made new friends! There is much truth 
in the saying, “The family that plays together stays 
together!”  

Friendship Connections:  

We hope you are ready to join in for fun, great meals, 

and making new VOS friends!  

Turn in a chavurah form, and you will receive a call for 

a Friendship Connection opportunity. You do not have 

to be sure that you want to join a chavurah; this is a 

discovery time, and you will make new Synagogue 

friends in the process. You need to be a VOS member 

to participate in this friendship activity. Please print 

the Chavurah form (included in this newsletter) and 

send the form to me at AnnieSperling279@gmail.com.  

If you are not a member, you may fill out a chavurah 

form, and I can sign you up as a VOS member during 

our call.  Dues are prorated to July 1st, when the VOS 

fiscal year begins.  

See you soon!  

Annie Sperling - VP Membership and Chavurah Coor-
dinator 
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Compiled by  

Mariana 
Stark 

Misty Berrick 

Passover is to educate 

future generations and 

hope that they will carry 

on the traditions. 

Robert Bermant 

We have always had a Seder 
and now we are doing it in 
our kid’s home with them 
and our grandkids. 

Harriet Berman 

Making a Seder is a lot of 
work and the work should 
be shared with family mem-
bers because it is difficult as 
we age. 

 

Marshall Berg 

Spring and a time for re-
birth and renewal. 

 

Cathy Belsky 

Tradition, family gather-
ings, and spirituality. 
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Look outside--the hills are showing off something we haven’t seen in a long time: GREEN! It’s a gorgeous, re-
newal time of year. I’m looking forward to going to a Seder this year. It will feel great to be among family and 
friends again. 

 

Operation Interdependence sends goodie boxes to our troops (all seven branches). We desperately need short, 
sweet, and to-the-point notes to include in the baggies we pack and send. (By the way, they LOVE notes from 
kids). Please drop off your friendly notes at the Synagogue office or email me. 

 

Does anybody know anyone connected to grocery, dollar stores, candy reps, or any kind of food service at all? 
Please let us know. Businesses, their workers and customers love donating to good causes…and Operation 
Interdependence is a great cause! We are proud to support our brave troops and appreciate your help.  

 

Here’s an excerpt from a thank you note we received: 

 

I want to personally thank you for all the boxes you have sent our way. The soldiers here in 
Qatar always enjoy receiving these tastes of home. As much as the US military tries to make us 
comfortable in this environment, it’s always nice to get little reminders of what we left be-
hind… the notes, snacks, magazines, toiletries, and other things you take time to pack and 
mail to us are always enjoyed and help fill the void. Please pass along our sincere gratefulness, 
and thanks to your Operation Interdependence Team. 

Lee Godby 

MAJ, FA 

 

In closing, I recently received an amazing, heartwarming call and then a visit from Rabbi Sara! It lifted me up 
emotionally. And thank you to Barbara Huff for her call and the wonderful conversation we had. Calls and visits 
like those keep me feeling close to our wonderful Synagogue that I’ve embraced and that has embraced me for 
so many years. I do hope to be able to get back to Synagogue one of these times. 

 

With thanks, 

 

Barbara Granowitz and the OI Team                                                                            

email: 4ava4oi@gmail.com  
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What do you want to learn next year? 
A survey from Adult Education at VOS will be coming to 

your e-mail soon.  
Please reply to the survey so that we can provide  

programming that is meaningful to you. 

Inquiring Minds Want to Know  
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 VOS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2024 

President  Bill LaVere  818-326-2574  President@vosla.org 

V.P. Administration Jackie Berg 818-383-0494  VPadmin@vosla.org 

 Director of Administration Larry Rudner  818-919-3518  rudner25@gmail.com 

 Director of Administration Terri Elkins 818-421-3773  terrielkins23@gmail.com 

V.P. Education Laurie Goldey  310-613-1193 lauriegoldey1@gmail.com 

 Director of Education  Susi Weissman  818-429-1220 collegeguru@icloud.com  

 Director of Education  Laura Blatt 323-377-5852  laurafogel@yahoo.com  

V.P. Finance Jeff Cohen 818-383-8341 VPFinance@vosla.org 

 Director of Finance  Alan Kimmel 818-398-0630 akimmel@krcpas.net 

 Director of Finance  Abe Pelc 818-633-3200 abraham.pelc@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Michael Magasinn  310-487-1131 Treasurer@vosla.org 

V.P. Membership Anne Sperling 805-796-9255  anniesperling279@gmail.com 

 Director of Membership Joann Rand 818-515-1113  joannrand43@gmail.com  

 Director of Membership Barbara Granowitz  818-601-3611  barbaragranowitz@gmail.com  

V.P. Mitzvah Marlene Frierson    818-606-4028  mmarni@juno.com 

 Director of Mitzvah  Karen Jacobs   818-389-6435  karen.jacobs43@gmail.com  

 Director of Mitzvah   Cheryl Cohen    818-399-2418 cheryl@cohentnc.com 

V.P. Religious Practices  Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 wendylev@sbcglobal.net  

 Director of Religious Practices  Betsy Shore 818-515-7180  betsyruth5151@gmail.com  

 Director of Religious Practices  Randie Rosenberg 818-667-4201  poochluvrr@aol.com 

V.P. Fundraising  Denise Horowitz 818-497-5060 denise.horowitz@icloud.com 

 Director of Fundraising Ron Lieberman  818-516-3640  ron@designdevelopment-group.com  

 Director of Fundraising Jay Stein     818-710-8649   jaysteineventfilms@gmail.com 

JEWELS Education Director  Carla Adivi    818-882-4867  cadivi@vosla.org 

Recording Secretary Doreen Kates 818-398-1202  dekates@sbcglobal.net 

Past President Karen Block 818-448-5009 kblock@kblockandco.com 
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Bereavement  Marlene Frierson 818-718-9428 

Butterfly Project Julie Goren 818-489-6686 

By-Laws Mickey Bilsky 818-384-1107 

Chavurot Anne Sperling 805-796-9255 

Crafters’ Club Jean Cord 818-340-3394 

Education Carla Adivi 818-870-0459 

Events Sales Coordinator Claudine Pelc 818-635-7917 

High Holy Days Stan Taub 818-998-7224 

High Holy Days Stewart Epstein 818-886-2380 

Men's Club Bob Brandt 818-535-0067 

Mt. Sinai Josh Ryan 818-458-0932 

Oneg Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285  

Oneg Simone Brandt 818-891-6476 

Oneg Debbie Du Val 818-384-5125  

Operation Interdependence Barbara Granowitz 818-912-6063 

Outreach Newsletter Johanna Spira 818-882-6866 

Security Jackie Berg 818-383-0494 

Singles Wendy Levenson 310-985-4285 

Sisterhood Judy Handelman 818-594-0450 

Sunshine Harvey  and Sue Magidow 805-750-0345 

Tribute Cards Beverly Nisenson 818-360-2597 

Tot Shabbat  Judy Gaffin Judy@vosla.org 

Volunteer Coordinator Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

Yahrzeit Board Karen Lavin  818-882-4867 

   

Holocaust  Judy Benedict Judymasonnp@yahoo.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Adult Education Task Force (AETF)  Susi Weissman                                 818-429-1220  
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Valley Outreach Synagogue 

26668 Agoura Road 

Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

FAX: 818- 882-4868 

Website:  www.vosla.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Arlene Mayo 

officeadmin@vosla.org 

818-882-4VOS  (882-4867) 

 

Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Ron Li-Paz 

Rabbili-paz@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or (818) 882-4867 

 

Associate Spiritual Leader 

Rabbi Sara Abrams 

Rabbisaraabrams@vosla.org 

818-879-8087 or 818-882-4867 

 

 

 

Musical Director 

Gerald  (Jerry) Sternbach 

musicdirector@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Director of VOS Education 

Carla Adivi 

Cadivi@vosla.org 

818-882-4867 

 

Rabbis Emeriti 

Jerry Fisher (z”l) 

Richard Schachet (z”l)  

 

Founding Musical Director 

Jack Bielan 

felixxsong@yahoo.com 

818-456-4298 

 

Outreach Editor: Johanna Spira  

818-882-6866  

Email: johspira@att.net 
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April 14, 2023 - Jerusalem of Gold              

May 12, 2023 - Kol Isha - The Voices of Women                                
A VOS Sisterhood Shabbat 

 

June 9, 2023 - Shabbat Under the Stars 

July 14, 2023 - Shabbat under the Stars — 

Coming to America 

 

August 11, 2023 - To Life! To Love! 

September 8, 2023 - Elul: Preparing Our Hearts  
and Souls for the High Holidays 

SIMPLY SHABBAT SERVICE 
DATES (2022-2023) 

 

April 28, 2023 

 

May 26, 2023 

 

June 23, 2023 

 

July 28, 2023 

 

August 25, 2023 

              SHABBAT SERVICES  
          (2022—2023)  7:30 P.M. 

World’s  Worst Problems 

 

Last month we asked what you thought the world’s greatest problems were.  
Here’s what some experts say (in no particular order): 

wars and military conflicts, the conflict in Ukraine and its impact on refugee 
statistics, water pollution, human rights violations, gender equality, hunger 
and access to food, accessibility to weapons, risks from artificial intelligence,  
climate change 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 BELOW REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

MITZVOT 

Dan and Carla Adivi 

Lewis and Dorene Blair,  donated to  
VOS Players 

Wendy Breslow, donated to Better  
Together 

The Bryar Family, in memory of Larry 
Jacobs. 

Samuel Finkelberg and Betsy Shore,   
donated to VOS Players 

Genesis Goma, donated to VOS Play-
ers 

David and Judy Handelman, donated 
to VOS Players 

Denise and Lenny Horowitz, in honor 
of Harvey Magidow’s 80th birthday 

Michelle Johnson, donated to VOS          
Players 

Diane Lafleur, in honor of Harvey        
Magidow ‘s 80th birthday. 

Jack and Beth Lin 

Michael and Rhonda Magasinn 

 

Eileen and Peter Malis, in honor of the 
wonderful Purim program, the children 
were great and the goodie bags were so 
sweet and generous. 

Barbara Mathis, donated to VOS Players 

North Ranch Pizza, donated to VOS  
Players 

Arlene Pater, in honor of Harvey          
Magidow’s 80th birthday. 

Ann Radow, donated to VOS Players 

Steven and Sherri Raft 

Michael and Fern Reisner, in honor of   
Al Franco special birthday and Refuah 
Shelema to Judy and David for a           
complete and speedy recovery  

Michael and Geri Schwartz 

Elise Wilson, very grateful for the          
classes you provide. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS BELOW 
REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

YAHRZEITS 
Marsha (Mayer) Alson, in memory of 
David Julius 

Vicki Barkan, in memory of Herman 
Barkan 

Robert (Suzanne) Bermant, in memory 
of Eva Katz Bermant 

Karen Bradford, in memory of Marilyn 
Kurtz, Bernard Kurtz 

Lawrence Braun, in memory of Susan 
Braun 

Golda Brill, in memory of David              
Franklin 

Roberta (Brian) Caplin, in memory of 
Frances Tentler 

Ralph Deutsch (Helene Dutra), in 
memory of Brian Deutsch 

Terri Elkins, in memory of Alan               
Abraham Schneider 

Beth Falikoff, in memory of Marvin          
Falikoff 

Judy Farber, in memory of Herbert 
Enoch 

Sharon Fine (Bob Stiles), in memory of 
Joseph Bloom 

Samuel Finkelberg (Betsy Shore), in 
memory of Marvin Falikoff, Sarah 
Finkelberg, Norman Finkelberg 

Sandra (Philip) Firestone, in memory 
of Julian Lowenthal 

Aimee Flubacher, in memory of              
Gertrude Miller, Robert Romanow,    
Lenore Urdang 

Sonya Franklin, in memory of Malvin 
Goldstein 

Toby (Leslie) Glatt, in memory of         
Henry Backall 

Muriel Green, in memory of Lawrence 
Green 

Arthur Grossman, in memory of            
Sonnie Abramson 

Gary (Sandra) Gutwirth, in memory of 
Irene Janice Gutwirth 

Ethel Kaplan, in memory of Harry  
Watnick 

Lawrence (Carmel) Karp, in memory 
of Sylvia Karp 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS BELOW 
REFLECT THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S DONATIONS 

YAHRZEITS 
Myron (Marilyn) Ross, in memory of 
Hedy Kahn, Wendy Roth 

Cecile (Ron) Rubin, in memory of Kurt 
Bachenheimer 

Larry (Laurie) Rudner, in memory of Eve-
lyn Rudner 

Helen (Harvey) Schiff, in memory of Eve 
Pava 

Harvey (Helen) Schiff, in memory of 
Alyce Weitz 

Marcia Simon, in memory of Blossom 
Roysner 

Johanna Spira, in memory of Bernard Spi-
ra 

Mariana Stark, in memory of Rella Mandl 

Robert (Susi) Weissman, in memory of 
Ray Solitare 

Susan Winer, in memory of Phillip       Be-
gun 

Eleanor Zalin, in memory of William 
Sadofsky 

Marcia (Allen) Zatkin, in memory of Har-
old Manoff 

Betty (Robert) Zonshine, in memory of 
Paula Winreb 

Suzanne Kassap (Arnold Kaufman), in 
memory of Stanley Kassap 

Harriet (Arnold) Kornfield, in memory of 
Lauren Kim Sweetow 

Barbara Kuklin, in memory of Nathan 
Fliegelman 

Linda (Bill) LaVere, in memory of          Ir-
ving Keller 

Marilyn (Sol) Levine, in memory of Samu-
el Rothstein, Jeanette Rotkowitz 

Harvey Levy, in memory of Reesa Riley 

Jeri Machanic, in memory of Lenore Ma-
chanic 

Norma Miles, in memory of Vicki         
Sussman 

Geraldine Moscowitz, in memory of Mar-
sha Marcus Turow 

Martin (Loyce) Nussbaum, in memory of 
Max Nussbaum 

George (Janine) Quint, in memory of Es-
ther Quint 

Dianna Rice, in memory of Allan Randell 
Rice 

Jacquiline Rondinelli, in memory of          
Evelyn Gross 
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TRIBUTES 

Eleanor Zalin, to the Pike Family in memory of Maggie 
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CONDOLENCES 

Mark Blackman, cousin of Lori (Neil) Shocket 

Martin Cooperstein, father of Lisa Rodnunsky  

Larry Chambers, husband of  
Adele Chambers 

Donald Kadner, father of Mark (Tina)  Kadner 
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SIMCHAS AND  MAZEL TOV TO: 

Milestone Anniversaries 

Milestone Birthdays                        Bat Mitzvah 

                   Wedding 

Your joy is our joy!  

Please email info@VOSLA.org if you 

Stanley  Broffman 

Jeff Edelstein 

Abraham Franco 

Doreen  Kates 

Sharon  Kohn 

Lewis Landau 

George  Quint 

Jerry Tenenbaum 

Fred Weiss 

 

Barbara and Lee Van Sluyters 

Victor and Jennifer Tabbush 

Paul and Vicki Grossman 

Joshua Solis 

 

Joseph Woolf and Liz Cruz 
 

Lindsey Convoy and  

Jason Rosenkranz 
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BIRTHDAYS 

4/1 Greg Benedict, Alexa Hirsch 

4/2 Tobie Finkelstein, Justine Jacobs,             
Ethan Kelman, Marissa Kelman,                                 
Amamda Levinson, Marlene Miller 

4/3 Rod Canter, Dianna Rice,                              
Archer Swaigenbaum, Rebecca Sylvers 

4/4 Jessica Epstein, Judy Handelman,                
William LaVere, Jerry Tenenbaum,                  
Aaron Wazana 

4/5 Laurie Alban, Jeff Edelstein 

4/6 Lewis Landau, Zac Miller,                           
Florence Porter, Judy Sagerman 

4/7 Joel Macht, Lisa Rodnunsky,                                 
Andrea Teichner 

4/8 Jason Koehler, Mark Levy 

4/9 Benjamin Salisbury 

4/10 Mackenna Newhouse, David Way 

4/11 Martin Jaeger, Jordan Pimstone 

4/13 Robin Sebso, Greyson Wohlstatter 

4/14 Lucas Bernstein, Elliott Housenick,            
Lauren Macht, Harrison Macht,                    
Marsha Wiedder-Alson 

 

4/15 Danny Sarokin, Sandra Stoller 

4/16 Sharon Kohn, George Quint,                           
Fern Reisner 

4/17 William Housenick, Doreen Kates 

4/18 Jerry Primack 

4/19 Abraham Franco,  Lori Teti 

4/20 Jason Altshuler, Jackie Berg,                      
Barbara Klubeck 

4/21 Stanley Broffman. Ella Fisher,                       
Ethan Fisher, Sharon Lavene, Jessica Lipaz 

4/22 Holly Chernoff, Michelle Gold,                
Joshua Solis, Laura Sylvers 

4/23 Herbert Aist 

4/25 Steve Gorman, Thomas Nial 

4/26 Rebecca Stein 

4/27 Dana Gelick, Sara LaVere,                                    
Jordan Rogers 

4/28 Alison Brown, Barbara Guerin,                  
Charlotte Johnson 

4/30 Bob Charles, Fred Weiss 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

Robert and Simone Brandt 

Phillip and Shelley Cataldo 

Paul and Vicki Grossman 

Jeffrey and Jill Horowitz 

Alex and Eleanor Mizrahi 

Judy and Michael Rosen 

Richard and Shawn Sperber 

Victor and Jennifer Tabbush 

Barbara and Lee Van Sluyters 
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING 

A Rachel Aflalo, Laurie Alban,  Mayer Alson, Marsha Wiedder-Alson, Bob Andres, Eliahu Assouline 
B Barbara Barackman, Gerry Barrat, Ross Bauer, Janice Bell, Alison Callan Bellorini, Judy Benedict, Sandi Berman,  

Alex Berson, Randy J. Bertisch, Robyn Besem, Jack Bielan, Linda Blovett, Michael Bloxberg, Joel Brooks, Sally Burns 
C Marcelo Cabrera, Jacqueline Callan, Virginia Cantor, Jackie Carnell, Dottie Carson, Erica Casas, Dojie Cayse, Ethan 

Childs, Napali Cohen, Betty Collins, Alfred Cutuli 
D Jerry Davis, Claudia DeVere, Sevag Donoyan, Stacey Dorenfeld, Ken Downey, Larry Dubin, Jill Due,  

Warren Due 
E Jessica Engel, Joan Etzenhouser 
F Marsha Feldman, Erica Blaire Feldscher, Brian Fenit, Laura Finkelstein, Tobie Finkelstein, Ricki Fisher, Eileen Franco, 

Evelyn Frenkel, Clifford Fried, Sheila Fried 
G Sherman Gamson, Sherrie Garelick, Adam Garfield, Cecily Garnhardt, Cameron Gary, Eileen Geisser, Lois Gerace, 

Peter Getzoff, Steve Gilbert, Jeri Glassman, Mitch Gold, Lynn Goldberg, Matthew Goldman, Lynne Wachspress 
Goldsmith, Diane Goldstein, Barbara Guerin, D.J. Gruman, Mandy Guntman, Marcia Guntman 

H Cami Haemmerle, Emma Hagio, Will Hair, David Handelman, Ron Handelman, Paul Hanff,  
Julie Hans, Michael Harris, Pat Hartmann, Noga Hellner, Sharon Helton, 
Barbara Hersh, Deanna Hill, Jacob Hoag, Yuan-Yang Hu, Cadyn Maci Huff 

I Tom Iverson 
J Karen Jacobs, Janna Jayson, Charlotte Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Rebecca Joseph 
K Nina Kaminkow, Mina Kanick, Emily Kaplan, Ethel Kaplan, Hope Ellen Kaplan, Karen Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Nancy 

Karlin, Sharon Karp, Mike Katz, Bob Kay, Joan Kay, Joan Klein, Lisa Klein, Eli Kogan, Harriet Kornfield, Hallie Kraft, 
Roslyn Kramer, Jackie Kreitzman, Edward Kritzler, Jules Kurtz, Frances Kuznets 

L Barry Lampke, David Lampke, Barry Latman, Dara Lavalle, Bill Lees, Maxine Lehman, Wendy Levenson 
Eddie Levin, Louise Levine, Seymour Levine, Steve Levine, Lynda Levy, Richard Leyner, Shannon Loan, Toni Loan, 
Stacy Long, Brooke Galimidi Lopez, Mary Lyle, Tayler Lyle, Richard Liang 

M Lisa Magidow, Eileen Malis, Bernice Marks, Beverly Mandelblatt, Sandy Martin, Maia Materman, Scott Matis, Janet 
McKnight, Brett McLoughlin, Betty Melton, Stacey Meltzer, Eileen Meskin, Marlene Michaels, Norma Miles, Earl 
Minkin, Shalom Eliyahu Minkin, Elite bas Miryam, Iris Simone Mizrahi, Nelson Moreno, Karen Morin, Cynthia Moss, 
Kelly Mulligan 

N Mitra Namazie, Joanne Nash, Ruth Newman, Corry Notkin, Cheryl Novak, Chaplain Jennifer Nye 
O Mark Osterloh 
P Carole Parker, Elyse Parks, Arlene Pater, Domonic Perrotta, Sue Potter, Paul Proman, Rita Puritsky 
Q Helga Quinonez  
R Johnny Rabinovitz, Shula Rabinovitz, Joe Rabin, Sandra Regan, Donald Reggie, Ariella Reisner, Fern Reisner, 

Michael Reisner, Dorothy Reiter, Renee Resnick, Yvonne Napier Ricketts, Lisa Rodnunsky, Stella Rogers, Barbara 
Rollins, Mickey Rosen, Eric Rosenfeld, Ryan Rosenfeld, Betsy Ross, Joshua Ross, Keri L. Ross, Lore Ross, Marilyn 
Ross, Myron Ross, Stacey Ross, Joe Roth, Michael Rothman, Carl Rothschild, Cynthia Rothschild, Robert Rubin, Chip 
Rudolph 

S Alexia Sablow, Dee Saye, Richard Saye, Elaine Sayer, Alicia Seaton, Elizabeth Seltzer, Cindy Shapiro, Aida Shrem, 
Marco Shrem, Arlene Singer, Jack Smith, Marty Smith, Lynne Solursh, Corey Spero, Johanna Spira, Jeannette St. 
Marie, Jay Stein, Lorrie Stelzer, Makay Stenberg, Stevie Stock, Harry Sussman 

T Escher Tallman, Eric Targon, Shirley Taub, Stacey Taub, Stan Taub, Suzi Taub, Alvin Tenenbaum, Gloria Thall, Mark 
Thall, Daryl Thompson, Cynthia Tiber, Cole Titus, Patrick Toomey, Evelyn Tom 

V Elizabeth Vona, Lesley Vann 
W Suzanne Wachman, Elizabeth Anne Warren, Jake Daniel Webb, Diane (LaFluer) Weidman, Allan Weiss,  

John Weiss, Shirley Wenner, Sid Wilner, Craig Winton 
Y Hannah Yarnold, Michael Yoffe, Eileen West Youngerman  
Z Sheila Zolkewitz, Bob Zonshine  
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Valley Outreach Synagogue would like to thank Fazio Cleaners, 
Brent’s Delicatessen and Restaurant, and Doris the Florist of Oaks 

Florist for their continuing generosity.   

Please mention VOS when you visit and order from these            
wonderful businesses in our community.    

Oaks Florist– Westlake Village 

31149 Via Colinas, Suite 606 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

818-991-5444 

oaksflorist@yahoo.com 

Westlake Village 

2799 Townsgate Road, Westlake Village, CA 91361  

805-557-1882 

Northridge 

19565 Parthenia Street, Northridge, CA 91324 

818-886-5679 www.brentsdeli.com 

The Commons of Calabasas 

4732 Commons Way, Calabasas, CA 91302 

818-223-8006 www.faziocleaners.com 

The Promenade at Westlake Village 

140 Promenade Way  -  E 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

805-370-0088 


