
1 

   

 In this issue:  *   President’s Message *   Religious School 

     *   Rabbi’s Message  *   Dona ons  

     *   Around the Property *   News     

 Temple Israel of London         Early Fall 2023 

 

 Temple Israel of London          Winter 2024 

 What’s been happening at Temple 

Shabbat Service at Beth El Temple Center, MA  with Rabbi Dressler 
             & son-in-law, Jake & his father -  Nov. 25, 2023 

London Police Recruits Informa on Gathering Visit  
                               to TI Dec. 20, 2023 

Chanukah Party & Share the Warmth  - December 9, 2023 
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The second is through engagement.  Temple Israel offers a broad range of programs for our members of all 
ages.  The fastest growing program is our TOT Shabbat and all of our members are invited to a end. 
Shabbat services are offered either on Friday or Saturday.  Our new ramp is completely safe and direct 
access to the building is ensured. Steps have been taken to enhance our building and property security. So 
far, we have had no security incidents but we will con nue to be vigilant. 
 
The third is through your financial commitments. Please ensure that you have made arrangements to pay 
your 2023-2024 membership dues.  Consider dona ons throughout the year to our various FUNDS to 
acknowledge life cycle events and to support Temple ac vi es for social ac on, educa on, building 
maintenance and repair, choir, High Holy Days, etc. 
 
Let me highlight some of the important financial ini a ves for the year.  Because we met the requirements 
of the Life and Legacy program, having achieved 19 member Le ers of Intent for our future, we received a 
non-refundable grant of about $7,000.  Just this past week we received a non-refundable grant of $7,500 
from the Province of Ontario for an -hate/security measures.  We successfully repaid our loan from the 
Government of Canada under the COVID – CEBA program.  By repaying $40,000 we were allowed to keep 
the non-refundable grant por on of $20,000.  We have received generous dona ons from the Phillips and 
Wright families recently which have added to our reserve fund.   
 
There is much to do in 2024 and I want to encourage all members to contact myself or the office to 
volunteer for a project.  As spring approaches, we need to address a number of building maintenance issues.  
By the fall we need to have amended our By-Laws in order to meet the new legisla ve requirements under 
the Ontario Not For Profit Corpora on Act (ONCA).  We need to invigorate our Life and Legacy commi ee in 
order to contact members and achieve our goals for 2023-2024: 18 new member Le ers of Intent to secure 
another $7,000 grant. 
 
As always, best wishes to you and your family/friends from the Temple Israel.  

Jason Mandlowitz 
Winter months make it more difficult for all of us to get out, a end services, and 
par cipate in community events.  There are many ways Temple Israel members can 
remain engaged. 
 
The first is through ongoing communica ons.  Visit our website which provides updates 
on important issues in London and beyond.  Ensure you are on the Temple’s weekly e-
mail distribu on list so you are aware of upcoming events at Temple and in the London 
Jewish community.  A end Temple events where upcoming programs are announced. 

From our President 

Shabbat Supper Club - Shelley’s November 17, 2023 
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Rabbi Debra Stahlberg Dressler 
 

An overwhelming percentage of Gazans have been displaced, and thousands upon thousands of Pales nian 
ci zens have died in the conflict. There seems to be no end imaginable, and what will emerge in the 
a ermath of the conflict is even more difficult to envisage.  
 
Many of my colleagues have traveled to Israel, to lend support. Visitors help in prac cal ways - aiding the 
agricultural industries, and standing in for workers who are serving on ac ve duty. The most treasured 
support, however, is simply their presence. Israelis are truly grateful for these respites from their feelings of 
isola on. 
 
Here in Canada, we con nue to tread carefully through our daily rou nes. Conversa ons are fraught with 
uncertainty - what is it safe to say, and to whom? How do I balance the compe ng concerns on everyone’s 
minds? How do I hold the pain of two peoples in my heart at the same me? 
 
There may be no guide book for the days and weeks ahead, but we con nue to find ways to connect with 
each other, and these connec ons give us solace. In December’s blowing snow, we trekked to Pickle Barrel, 
and celebrated the ordinary joy of welcoming Shabbat over dinner. At “Shabbat Shiraz,” we remembered 
Rabbi Wi stein by celebra ng Tu b’Shevat with the varied delights of wine and fruit.   
 
Thank you to Ailene Wi stein and Susan Agranove for bringing a bright evening back to our Temple 
community. Forty of us gathered in memory and celebra on, despite the many challenges around us. Let’s 
keep the warmth of that evening’s memory to inspire us to keep gathering together. We will find our way, 
and we will keep doing it together.  
 
 

It’s the me of year when we look ahead to the arrival of Spring.  Groundhog or no, we 
look at the calendar and wonder how long it will be un l the thaw is secure. Each day is 
ge ng longer, bringing a modicum of relief a er the darkest weeks of the year.  
 
In Israel, relief is much harder to come by.  As of this wri ng, some of the hostages are 
home; many are not. Israel mourns the vic ms of October 7 and the soldiers who have 
died in the military response to Hamas’ a ack.  

From our Rabbi 
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In December, the teens prepared, fried, and froze an incredible amount of latkes for Share the Warmth. Share the 
Warmth was a great success and a endees included our kindergarten friends, Religious School students, and teens.  

In January, all children’s programs par cipated in a Tu Bishvat seder.  

I hope you are looking forward to Purim - the Religious School students are planning quite an event!  

Around the Property 

Religious School 

Use of the new ramp con nues to bring in comments from members.  One of the members who uses a walker praised 
the ramp as a big improvement over the old one. There was no men on of slipping. However, other members do 
want an an -slip surface, as they park at the front and find it more convenient to use the ramp than the steps. 
 
As a result some test material has been ordered for the steps, where people with be er foo ng can assess it. It will 
be installed when the weather improves. 
 
The roof has been leaking badly and drawings with measurements have been made up so we can go out for quotes on 
a new roof.  Roofers cannot climb on the wood shingles when they are wet and slippery, so again, we have to wait for 
be er weather to patch the exis ng problem. 
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Yasher Koach to: 
Daniel Grushka who has transi oned into the role of Postgraduate Program Director at Western University 
Evelyn Chertkow who was named on the London Mayor’s New Year’s Honours List for her 50+ years of volunteering at 
 Museum London 
Lisa Manax who was named Cherryhill Mall Library Supervisor  
Elizabeth Teevan on her re rement from Oakridge Secondary School as Teacher-librarian and Computer Facilitator 

Condolences to: 
Eleanor DeVries on the loss of her husband Camiel 
The family of the late Naomi Stambler 
Dinah Frank, Carole Gumprich and family on the loss of their father and husband, Allen Gumprich 
 
Todah Rabah to: 
Ailene Wi stein and Susan Agranove for hos ng the Shabbat Shiraz/Tu Bi'Shevat Seder in January 
Wally Zimmerman and Rael Wienburg for their photo contribu ons to the Bulle n 
Block/Lebo family for organizing the Share the Warmth/Chanukah Party and the Chris e Pits Havdalah Series event 
Wally Zimmerman for leading a Shabbat Service 
 
 
  

February Milestone Birthdays 
February 4       Sheryl Abbey 
February 28       Leslie Kochav 

March Milestone Birthdays 
March 17   Susan Dean 
March 21   Simone Mendel 

News  

Milestone Birthdays  

April Milestone Birthdays 
April 1        Francee Ender 
April 26      Keith Sammit 
April 30      Harold Tilner 

Last chance to join us at the Grand Theatre 
for a special gathering of the Jewish 
community to celebrate playwright and TI 
member, Jordi Mand, who is the daughter 
of TI members Jason Mandlowitz and Daryl 
Fridenberg. Come to Jordi’s show “In 
Seven Days“  on Sunday, February 25, 
2024 at 2:00 pm. 
Tickets available at 
www.grandtheatre.com 

If you have an interest in an Adult B’nei Mitzvah, please contact Rabbi 
Dressler at office@templeisraellondon.ca. 
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GENERAL DONATIONS 
in honour of Rabbi Dressler from Canada Helps.org 
in honour and apprecia on of the TI choir from Michael 
 Shmukler & Linda Dutsch 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Anne Lee-Fraizer 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Gail Goldrath 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Harvey Lui 
In memory of Naomi Stambler from Jason Mandlowitz & 
 Daryl Fridenberg 
in memory of Rita Robinson from Leslie & Nurit Kochav 
in memory of Abraham Robinson, father of Nurit Kochav 
 from Leslie & Nurit Kochav 
in memory of Hazel Ginsberg from Marvin & Phyllis 
 Simner 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Sally Palmer 
 
SPONSORSHIPS - HHD 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Jeremy & Dinah Frank 
 
SPONSORSHIPS - EDUCATION & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
in memory of Max Gumprich, father of Allen Gumprich 
 from Allen & Carole Gumprich 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Robert Solomon & 
 Barbara Lent 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Simone Mendel 
 
EDUCATION FUND 
in honour of Wally Zimmerman, in apprecia on for si ng 
 on my beit din from Melanie Foerster 
in honour of Jim Stevens, in apprecia on for si ng on my 
 beit din from Melanie Foerster 
in memory of Elizabeth Packard from Sid & Vena Presner 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Sid & Vena Presner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY FUND 
in honour of Michael Shmukler for his 75th birthday from 
 Arthur & Sandra Benjamin 
in memory of John Stoffman from Arthur &  
 Sandra Benjamin 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND (RDF) 
in honour of Evelyn Chertkow on the occasion of her being 
 awarded a Mayor's award & in recogni on of her 
 dedica on to the Art Gallery and educa on from  
 Karen Gelmon 
in honour of Rabbi Dressler, in apprecia on for guiding me 
 through conversion from Melanie Foerster 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Andria Spindel 
in memory of Abraham Benjamin, father of Arthur 
 Benjamin from Arthur & Sandra Benjamin 
in memory of Mary Edson from Arthur & Sandra 
 Benjamin 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from John & Susan Dean 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Michael & Jill 
 Simmons 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Michael &  
 Sandra Fisman 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Nancy Wright 
n memory of Naomi Stambler from Shirley Anne Haber 
in memory of Lynda Usprich from Syd Usprich 
 
RITUAL FUND 
in memory of Naomi Stambler from Melanie Foerster 
 
RABBI WITTSTEIN CAMP GEORGE FUND 
in memory of Rabbi Joel and in honour of Ailene from 
 Linda Freedman 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND  
in honour of the birth of baby Noa to Ma hew &  
 Shiran Woolf from John & Susan Dean 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Note: Dona ons included  to January 27, 2024.  If we have 
inadvertently missed an acknowledgement on your behalf, please let 

the office know so that we include your kindness in our next 
publica on. 

Dona ons 

Do you have some happy news to share 
with the TI family?  Please send a message 
about your Simcha to the Temple Office. 

The Temple office may be open for limited hours, but 
the office remains open virtually. If you would like to 

make a dona on, please call the office and leave a 
message at 519-858-4400 or email: 

office@templeisraellondon.ca. 
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Darwin Porzecanski Bar Mitzvah - Dec. 23, 2023 

Shabbat Supper Club - Pickle Barrel, January 12, 2024 

 

Shabbat Supper Club - Montana’s, December 1, 2023 
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On January 26, 2024, Ailene Wi stein and Susan Agranove 
hosted our Shabbat Shiraz/Tu Bi'Shevat Seder, which was an 
overwhelmingly successful event, with approximately 40 
a endees!  Special focus was Rabbi Wi stein’s yahrzeit, 
prayers led by Rabbi Dressler and a wine tas ng led by Susan 
Agranove.  The main course was supplied by TI, with 
par cipants sharing either a side dish or dessert. Needless to 
say, the food was enjoyed by everyone. Members recalled  
ge ng together periodically to stay in touch, par cipate in 
services and share a pot luck meal.   All agreed this event 
should be regularly scheduled, perhaps quarterly, and we are 
planning to do so.  

 


