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Safety and Security at OT Jewish Life in 
Northern VirginiaOlam Tikvah’s trained ushers are 

a key part of the plan Building bridges

SAFETY AND SECURITY
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Security is a funny thing for a house 
of worship to be concerned about.  
Ask your Christian neighbors if 
their church has a regular police 
presence or if they have overhauled 
the lighting around the building to 
deter lurkers. It was an obsession for 
the Jewish community after the 2016 
shooting at the Kansas City JCC and 
of course the Pittsburgh Tree of Life 
shooting in 2018. I still catch myself 

checking where the exits are when I 
enter any synagogue.  

This is a bit of a mystery at OT, and 
to some extent security plans should 
be held close to the vest. This issue 
“pulls back the curtain” on some 
of the impressive improvements 
we’ve made to our building and the 
surrounding area and plans for how 
you can help take us to the next 
level. Of course, the most impressive 
part are our friendly greeters and 
ushers who are secretly trained 

ninjas and our first line of defense 
against not only disruptions but who 
guide us in case of a fire or other 
emergency. Just joking about the 
ninjas (or am I?).  

Thank you to our volunteers for this 
issue, including Andrea Albersheim, 
Barbara Finkel, Alexis Gantsoudes, 
Josh Fertel, and Bob Watts.

Marnie Fienberg, 
Communications Chair

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

PICTURE 
YOURSELF 
AT GESHER!
Schedule a Tour
Attend an Open House
Apply Online
 •  Priority Registration 

Deadline is Dec. 31, 2021

OT Family Ambassadors 
are available to share 
their experiences with you! 

Your bridge to excellence since 1982

Please contact admissions@gesher-jds.org, call 703-978-9789, or go to www.gesher-jds.org to learn more!

Your bridge to excellence since 1982
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law enforcement, we look to prevent 
an incident, so we also applied our 
grant requests toward strengthening 
our building. This applies to the 
synagogue at large, specifically 
focusing on making OTRS and the 
preschool safer for our children 
if there were an incident. These 
enhancements have:
• Improved the lighting in and 

around OT.
• Increased security camera coverage 

of our building and grounds.
• Replaced the old social hall doors 

with stronger, more secure doors.
• Added security film to windows to 

make them less likely to break.
 
Strengthening our building is not 
our only focus. We have a long-
standing partnership with SCN. SCN 
is constantly monitoring for potential 
threats across the United States and 
works closely with local, state, and 
federal law enforcement partners and 
other national Jewish organizations 
to share information and ensure the 
safety of our community. The regional 
SCN representatives conduct regular 

assessments of OT’s facilities and 
have provided safety and security 
training to OT members. 

OT has a strong relationship with the 
Fairfax County Police Department 
(FCPD). You have probably seen them 
outside OT during High Holidays 
and other large events. OT routinely 

communicates with FCPD about any 
safety concerns, intelligence, and 
trends in the community. 
 
Contemporary: How can 
congregation members get involved?

John Stemen: The Safety and 
Security committee is looking to 
expand in two ways. The first is to ask 
congregants to become an usher or 
greeter. The more team members we 
have, the stronger and safer we’ll be. 

The second way is to join our 
Committee. For anyone who is 
interested, you don’t have to have a 
security background or experience 
in law enforcement, you just have to 
want to ensure the safest possible 
environment for our community.

INTERVIEW

SAFETY AND  
SECURITY AT OT
INTERVIEW BY MARNIE FIENBERG 
USHER PHOTOS BY DAN NOBLE

Contemporary: Safety and Security 
are always working quietly in the 
background. Can you tell us a little 
about yourself and shine a little light 
on how things work?

John Stemen: I have been chairing 
the Safety and Security Committee 
since 2019 and work closely with 
our amazing OT staff. Professionally, 
I am the Director of Safety and 
Security for Hillel International which 
is a part of the Secure Community 
Network (SCN), the official safety 
and security organization for the 
Jewish community of North America. 
While I started my law enforcement 
career as a uniform police officer, 
I have also been a Special Agent 
with the Department of State and a 
Special Agent with the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service (NCIS). 

Our OT safety and security program 
has policies and procedures so that 
everyone knows what to do in the 
event of an emergency, whether it’s 
a medical, fire, weather-related issue, 
or an active threat situation. The 

professional and rabbinic staff at  
OT work with our committee to create 
and maintain effective emergency 
response policies consistent with best 
practices across the nation. These 
policies and protocols are routinely 
reviewed and updated.

The center of our approach is our 
usher/greeter team. I can’t stress 
enough how this is the most critical, 
active, and effective part of our team. 
They are welcoming members at 
services and events while at the same 
time are the “eyes and ears” of the 
congregation, becoming the first 
people to see something that is out of 
place. In an emergency, our greeters 
notify congregants, help us lock 
down the building, and call police 
or emergency medical services. 
Having ushers and greeters that are 
attentive, visible, and who welcome 
people with a warm hello is a proven 
deterrent to those who might seek to 
cause a disturbance.

Contemporary: We all like to think of 
OT as a safe place for adults and kids. 

Are there any recent improvements in 
safety?

John Stemen: The usher/greeter 
program is central to our safety efforts 
if there is a fire or medical emergency. 

We use federal grant money from 
the HSEMA Non-Profit Security 
Grant to improve safety. Over the 
next few years, we will be using 
these funds to train and certify two 
congregants as Red Cross First Aid/
CPR instructors. Through a generous 
subsidy donation from Sisterhood 
we will be able to defray the cost of 
certifying congregants through a 
Red Cross trainer. Those instructors 
will provide First Aid/CPR training to 
the congregation. We’re looking for 
at least 20 members to be certified, 
increasing our safety in any situation.

Contemporary: We’re all concerned 
about security at OT and have heard 
there are some new improvements. 

John Stemen: Security and safety 
are interwoven in our approach. In 

Safety and security are on our minds and most of us don’t know much about 
how it’s handled at OT.  We sat down with the Chair of the Safety and Security 
Committee, John Stemen, to learn more.

“Security and 
safety are 
interwoven in our 
approach. In law 
enforcement, we 
look to prevent an 
incident.” 

— John Stemen

“The center  of  our approach is  our 
usher/greeter  team,”  said John 
Stemen.  “ I  can’t  stress enough how 
this  is  the most cr i t ical ,  act ive,  and 
effect ive part  of  our team.”  Pictured 
are Amy Fr iedman,  Mel inda Roth, 
and Glor ia Rubin,  some of  our 
fantast ic team.

How Can You Help?  
If you are interested in getting involved, contact Rochelle Goldberg at  
rgoldberg@olamtikvah.org or (703) 425-1880.

Name of 
Program

Description
Goal for 
2021-2022

CPR/First Aid 
Training

Educate the Congregation so everyone can 
help in an emergency.

Train two 
instructors
20 Certified 
participants

Usher/Greeter 
Program

Ushers and Greeters are proven deterrents to 
anyone who is looking to disrupt activities and 
leaders in an emergency situation. 

30 total 
ushers

Joining the 
Committee

A few key congregants who want to ensure the 
safest possible environment for our community 
members.

5 new 
members

PHOTO COURTESY HILLEL INTERNATIONAL
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EIGHT LIGHTS OF CHANUKAH
On Chanukah, we increase light (good) in the world. The 18th Century mystic, the Baal Shem Tov, said that we have 
pieces of light hidden and ‘trapped’ in this world and it is our job to free them by doing good deeds. 
There is an Israeli youth movement tradition to make a connection between a Chanukah candle and a light we want to 
bring into the world. Each candle is dedicated to a group driven by Tikkun Olam/Repairing the World.

FOCUS ON THE HOLIDAY

BY MALA HOD, OLAM TIKVAH SHLICHA
WITH BARBARA FINKEL

FIRST CANDLE

Light of Friendship

Upon learning about the 
prevalence of loneliness 
among the elderly, 
hundreds of volunteers 
and employees from the 
Friendship Foundation 
visited some 1,300 people 
across Israel to light 
Chanukah candles with 
them.

FIFTH CANDLE

Light of 
Sustainability
A group of more than 
30 rabbis received the 
Nechama Rivlin Prize for 
Sustainability for their 
work encouraging Israelis 
to reduce the use of 
disposable plastic during 
the high holiday season.

THIRD CANDLE

Light of Love (Love 
Ambassadors)
Samah Sakran, a teacher 
and social activist, led an 
effort to identify 150 Arab, 
Druze, and Jewish high-
risk children and address 
their social, economic, and 
educational needs.

SEVENTH CANDLE

Light Up the 
Country
During the Covid lockdown 
last Chanukah, nearly 
15,000 youth volunteers, 
with permission from the 
Health Ministry, assisted 
farmers, and helped with 
forest conservation and 
home restoration projects 
throughout the country.

SECOND CANDLE

Light of Gratitude

In recognition of the 
tremendous work of the 
medical personnel during 
the Coronavirus epidemic, 
the Bank of Israel is 
preparing to issue a new, 
commemorative 5-new-
Israeli-shekel (NIS) coin.

SIXTH CANDLE

Light of Each Life

Rabbi Menacham Bakush, 
an Israeli medic working 
in Manali, India, came 
immediately to rescue a 
10-year-old boy who fell 
into a nearby river. “The 
most important thing is to 
save lives.”

FOURTH CANDLE

Light of Cultural 
Preservation
Six employees from the 
Israeli genealogy platform 
MyHeritage spent three 
weeks in the Amazon 
documenting the vanishing 
society of the Achuar 
tribe in order to preserve 
its heritage for future 
generations.

EIGHTH CANDLE

Light of Volunteers

The Ruach Tova 
organization reported that 
about half of Israeli youth 
volunteer in one way or 
another for the community 
and dedicate their time 
to help underprivileged 
populations.
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MISHPACHA
We are OT mishpacha (family) and we celebrate the good times and remember together. Here’s 
where you can find out who from our congregation is celebrating over the next two months. Keep in 
touch with us on Facebook at facebook.com/OlamTikvah.

B’NEI MITZVAH
NOVEMBER 6,  2021  Parshat: Toldot

EMMA NICOLE EDER 
Emma Nicole Eder, daughter of Renee & Marcus, sister of Max, is excited to celebrate her 
bat mitzvah and her 13th birthday on November 6, 2021. Emma is an honor student in the 
7th grade at Lake Braddock Secondary School and an avid bowler who was named Youth 
Bowler of the Year at Burke Bowl America for 2021. Emma spends her time as starting 
goalie on the NCSL BRYC U14 Elite Silver soccer team. She enjoys playing with her dogs, 
gardening, art, and ornithology. 
Bat Mitzvah Project: Emma attended the Storm Youth Championships in New Jersey and 
the Virginia State Tournament in Richmond, where she dedicated her singles/doubles 
matches on Sunday, June 20 to Alzheimer’s in memory of her grandfather.

NOVEMBER 13,  2021  Parshat: Vayetzei

JANE CLOSE 
Jane Close, daughter of Raena & Brad, and younger sister to Nathaniel and Evelyn, is a 
7th grader at Frost Middle School.  She enjoys playing soccer, swimming, field hockey, 
and attending Camp Louise. Jane has been a member of the OT family her entire life and 
attended preschool and religious school at OT.  She looks forward to celebrating her bat 
mitzvah day with her family and friends.
Bat Mitzvah Project: For Jane’s bat mitzvah project, she will support Food for Others, a local 
non-profit that distributes food to our neighbors in need.

NOVEMBER 27,  2021  Parshat: Vayeshev

AINSLEY OSHRY 
Ainsley Oshry, daughter of Stacy & Susanne, younger sister to Dagan and Arwyn, is an 8th 
grader at Robinson Secondary School. Ainsley enjoys sewing, horseback riding, baking, 
dancing, and spending time with our dog Bernie. She has been a member of the Olam Tikvah 
family for 13 years and loves her summers at Camp Ramah in New England.
Bat Mitzvah Project: Ainsley is collecting eyeglasses for needy around the world.

DECEMBER 11,  2021  Parshat: Vayigash

JONAH KAPLAN 
Jonah Liam Kaplan, son of Barbara & Seth Kaplan and brother to Jacob, is an 8th grader at 
Gesher Jewish Day School. He takes care of his two cats, Grace and Tony. Baseball is Jonah’s 
passion — he has played for 15 seasons over eight years. Jonah spends his summers 
surfing and skimboarding at Rehoboth Beach. He also snowboards, skateboards, and rides 
a OneWheel! Jonah loves to create — he is an avid painter, engineer, and drummer (Dave 
Grohl among his favorites). Jonah is an entertainer too, and enjoys juggling, magic, and 
playing pranks on his friends and family.
Bar Mitzvah Project: Jonah will raise money and awareness for SEEC (seeconline.org).  
SEEC provides a wide range of community support to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, like his uncle Joe.   

DECEMBER 4,  2021  Parshat: Miketz

ABBY KLEINMAN 
Abby Kleinman, daughter of Robb & Susie Kleinman and older sister to Aiden, is an 8th 
grader at Frost Middle School and enjoys playing with her dog, Ruby, being outside, hanging 
out with friends, listening to music, her summers at Camp Louise, and playing field hockey. 
She has been a member of the Olam Tikvah family for six years.
Bat Mitzvah Project: Abby has partnered with Stand Up to Cancer, to raise money for 
cancer patients and cancer research and to honor family members who have survived or 
passed away from cancer.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Anniversary donations support 
Shabbat Kiddush lunch at Olam 
Tikvah. The following people 
made donations in honor of their 
anniversaries:

October Anniversaries
October 1–7: Andrea & Greg Fabian; 

Karen & Josef Gurian; Rachel & Ed 
Shnekendorf (15)

October 8–14: Ellyn & Todd Fine; 
Rochelle & David Goldberg; Sara 
& Leonard Heimowitz; Nogah & 
Rob Helfant; Rosalind Sloan & Art 
Levine (20); Evelyn & Joel Paul

October 15–21: Andrea & David 
Albersheim; Julie Silberger & Tor 
Aschan; Marci & Alan Benheim; 
Andrea & Jerry Gross (40); Melissa 
Hill Jones & Eric Jones; Eileen & 
Norman Leshan; Bonnie & Michael 
Witlin (55)

October 22–28: Debbie Swichkow & 
Raymond Ellis (15); Melinda & Mark 
Roth; Suzanne & Joseph Rubinstein 
(15); Shari & Sidney Schwartz; Alison 
& Josh Stern; Aimee & Arthur Thibert

October 29–31: Michelle & Zach 
Silberman (10)

November Anniversaries
November 1-4: Samantha & 

Alexander Dashevsky; Kelly & Alex 
Kogan

November 5-11: Fredda Lerner-
Fischbein & Mike Fischbein; Shula & 
Jacob Friedman; Beth & Barry Reisig; 
Marilynne & Steven Specht; Fraida & 
Alan Zusman (50)

November 12-18: Barbara & Arnold Golub; 
Laura & Seth Herz; Beverly & Norman  
Polmar; Jamie & Andrew Schiffman

November 19-25: Shelly & Fred 
Kerman; Joan & Don Sacarob (65)

November 26-30: Brenda & Marvin 
Klemow; Elizabeth & Peter Maer

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Evan Butzlaff
Myrna & Carl Feigenbaum
Jen & Hugh Halpern
Hannah & Joshua Kraushaar
Meryl & AJ Kray
Aggie Kuperman
Lana & Christopher Lord
Dalia Palichik & Jeffrey Friedman
Athene & Daniel Shoemaker

Learn more about b’nei mitzvah 
projects and how you can 
support them at:
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TICHON: STAYING ON AFTER B’NEI MITZVAH

Tichon is the OTRS program for 
eighth and ninth graders after b’nei 
mitzvah. This year the Tichon class 
consists of more than 21 students. 
This is unusual, as it has been many 
years since this many students from 
one grade stayed for Tichon.
 
The main reason most of us have 
stayed is that we all have made 
such great friendships and were 
always there together on Sundays 

and Tuesdays for OTRS.  “When 
you were younger you all had been 
enthusiastic about being there on 
Sundays with friends,” says Mrs. 
Beland Ackerman, OT’s Director of 
Education & Youth Activities. I asked 
a few of my classmates in Tichon why 
they continued on for Tichon, and the 
common answer was, “We were given 
the option to stay or stay home and 
sleep in on Sundays, but we chose to 
be here with our friends.”
 
We all come from different Jewish 
identities but OTRS is the one place 

that we can all be together. Some of 
us go to Jewish sleepaway camps 
and others do not. We have people 
that go to Capital Camps, Emma 
Kaufman Camp, Camp Ramah New 
England, and Camp Ramah Sports 
Academy. Some of us are Saturday 
morning regulars in-person and some 
are on the livestream. No matter how 
we do “Jewish” we all do most of it 
while at OTRS.
 
Looking forward, I plan to stay in 
the program with my friends and am 
excited to continue into Confirmation.

BY ANDY BAKER

MMaazzeell  TToovv  ttoo  oouurr
BB’’nneeii  MMiittzzvvaahhss!!!!

F R O M  T H E  5 7 8 2
O L A M  T I K V A H  

B ’ N E I M I T Z V A H  C L A S S

Emma Eder I Nov 6
Jane Close I Nov 13

Ainsley Oshry I Nov 27
Abigail Kleinman | Dec 4
Jonah Kaplan | Dec 11

New album!

Streaming ~ Oct. 29.  CDs, too.

PHOTO BY DEBRA BELAND ACKERMAN

The OT Rel igious School  f i rst  grade cl ass celebrated Sukkot,  decorat ing the synagogue’s sukkah with paper chains.

Celebrate with us! Help us expand 
the Mishpacha section for a  
variety of simchas—all ages,  
all experiences. Send your ideas  
or announcements to  
communications@olamtikvah.org.

MAZAL TOV TO 
Jill Bayder and Peter Just, on their 

engagement
Jane & Bill Behrmann and Rebecca 

Behrmann & Josh Rubin, on the 
marriage of their son and brother, 
Simon Behrmann to Rachel Winer

Marianne & Todd Berner, on the 
marriage of their daughter, Jillian to 
Alex Simmons

Phylicia & Marc Fisher, on the birth of 
their daughter, Whitney Sloane

Lauren & Nelson France, on the 
naming of their daughter, Ruth 
Goldie

Kimberly & Ariel Klein, on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter, Katherine 
Klein

Betsy & John MacCarthy, on the 
marriage of their son James to 
Jessica Coulter

Meredith Madwatkins, on her 
engagement to Scott Adam 
Hollander

Rhoda & Mark Miller, on the marriage 
of their daughter Ellyn to Dylan 
Betman

Holly Spanier & Max Pfeferman, on 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Sammy 
Pfeferman

Rochelle & David Salzman and 
Charlotte & Eric Salzman, on the 
marriage of their son and brother, 
Andrew Salzman to Rachel Stahl

Ronit & Kenneth Shulimson, on the 
Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Ella

Ronnie & Steven Tepp, on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Toby

Dahlia Lichter & Giovanni Vizcardo, 
on the Simchat Mitzvah of their 
child, Jay Vizcardo-Lichter

IN MEMORY OF
Reuben Ambaruch, husband of Sylvia 

Ambaruch
Marilia (Miriam) Correa, mother of 

Elizabeth Weiner

Sheila Davidson, mother-in-law of 
Shari Davidson

Brian Fahrer, brother of Jay Fahrer
Robert Grossman, brother of Sara 

Astrow
Sarah Halpern, mother of Barbara 

Villarruel
Gladys Hertz, mother of Patti 

Gibberman
Mitchel Katz, brother of Ira Gold
Michael Paul, brother of Joel Paul
Buzzy Schiff, husband of Lois Schiff
Phyllis Singer, mother of Fred Singer
Gary Sobel, brother of Beverly Redler
Sharon Wolmetz, aunt of Ilan Sussan

MISHPACHA CON’T
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BY JACOB BOYETT An Eagle Project is the final step for a Scout to attain the 
rank of Eagle Scout. It takes a lot of coordination, the 
ability to create a plan and put together a team. Often, 
projects are chosen with giving back to the community in 
mind. When I set out to start my project, the very first place 
I thought to ask was Olam Tikvah. The OT community 
has been a second family to me for almost my entire life. I 
study there, take part in activities, and it’s where I became 
a bar mitzvah. In a nutshell, the community has been, in 
my Mom’s words, arms of love.

The goal for my Eagle Project was to improve the safety of 
the trail to the creek which is used for Tashlich, by the OT 
preschool, as well as by the Mantua community. This trail is 
somewhat steep and the rain can make the ground uneven. 

I planned to construct two safety handrails on either side of 
the incline of the trail behind the congregation. The railing 
is painted blue, to more clearly signify the trail’s entrance. 
The railings benefit the synagogue by making the incline 
safer for seniors and preschoolers. To complete the 
project, I surveyed the site, drafted a design, researched 
and bought materials, gathered a team of 16 scouts and 
two adult volunteers, and led them in construction of the 
railings. From conception to completion it took five months. 
One of my Dad’s most famous quotes, I think perfectly 
describes my project: “life is a team sport.”

Along the way, I had a few challenges. When we surveyed 
the site, the surveyors accidentally painted the yard of the 
house next to the trail. When I went to apologize, I learned 
the homeowner had three Eagle Scouts of his own. Another 
memorable event involved the many rocks in the trail we 
needed to remove. One, which we were digging at for over 
two hours, turned out to be a drainage pipe. Because of 
this, we had to disassemble a railing and shorten a post. 
Overall, however, the project was a resounding success.

OT congregants used the railings for the first time at 
Tashlich 2021 where approximately 150 people walked the 
trail to safely reach the creek.

IMPROVING SAFETY FOR OUR COMMUNITY
JEWISH LIFE IN NOVA

FreddysUSA.com      
Limited to one scoop of custard per
dish or cake cone per combo meal
purchase. Toppings or waffle cone

available at additional cost. Not valid
with any other offer.

VVALID AT FAIRFAX ONLY.
EXPIRES 12/31/2022.

FREE
CONE OR DISH
WITH PURCHASE OF COMBO MEAL

10030 Fairfax Blvd | Fairfax, VA | ₇03.293.2900

OUR GROWING COMMUNITY

NEW MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT

Our active congregation has seen 
steady growth of new members 
throughout COVID. Welcome to all of 
our new members!

Meryl & Matt Barofsky
Meryl & Matt Barofsky come to 
us from Ravensworth Farms in 
Springfield, VA. They are parents to 
Levi (6), Rose (4), and labrador Steele. 
Both Meryl and Matt work for the 
Federal Government, but in their free 
time they explore local hiking trails 
and playgrounds with their family. 
Meryl is a DMV native, hailing from 
Bethesda; Matt moved around a lot 
growing up, but his family settled in 
Huntsville, Alabama. The Barofsky 
family is excited to get involved with 
OT’s Young Families and Social 
Action groups. Levi has just started at 
OTRS.

Courtney & Ryan Merrell 
Courtney & Ryan Merrell come to 
OT with their whole mishpacha 
— their two children, Madison 
(Maddie, 7) and Evan (5), as well as 
Courtney’s parents, Sheldon & Karen 
Danto. Courtney grew up in NoVA, 
while Ryan hails from Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. They met at Virginia 
Tech. Now they’re both government 
consultants living in Fairfax, while 
their kids attend elementary school 
and OTRS. On weekends, you can 
find them testing recipes on their 
new smoker, trying local breweries 
and wineries (and juiceries for the 
kids), and watching/playing  
sports.

Phylicia & Marc Fisher 
Marc & Phylicia Fisher may win the 
award for newest OT member...their 
baby girl was born in September! 
Three-year-old big brother Harrison 
is in Kitah Rimonim in OT Preschool. 

Marc is an IT specialist who grew 
up in Montgomery County; Phylicia 
is a florist from Massachusetts. 
The couple met as undergrads at 
Syracuse University when they both 
studied abroad in Florence, Italy. 
Their family moved to Mantua this 
spring and they hope to get involved 
in tot activities at OT. In their free time, 
Marc enjoys biking, kayaking, and 
skiing.  Phylicia loves to cook and 
scrapbook.

Farideh Schonberger
Farideh Schonberger was born in 
Tehran, Iran, and came to the U.S. 
in 1978. She must have moved 
into a wonderful neighborhood 
because she married her neighbor, 
Phillip Schonberger (z”l). Farideh is 
a court interpreter, currently living 
in Springfield, and volunteers as a 
translator for the Smithsonian. She 
has one daughter, Jennifer, who is 
also a court interpreter.

BY ERICA SILVERSTEIN

(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) Phyl icia 
& Marc Fisher,  their  son,  Harr ison, 
and their  daughter ,  Whitney (not 
pictured);  Meryl  & Matt  Barofsky 
along with their  two kids;  Courtney 
& Ryan Merrel l ,  their  two kids and 
her parents,  Karen & Sheldon 
Danto (not pictured);  and Farideh 
Schonberger have recently joined 
the OT community.

(ABOVE) Jacob Boyett  with his  f inished project .  (BELOW) 

OTPS using the new rai l ings on a cl ass tr ip to the creek.
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BY MARNIE FIENBERG

Participation in a minyan is a 
responsibility, a need, and a 
mitzvah. As we remember the third 
Commemoration of the Pittsburgh 
Tree of Life Shooting on October 
27, consider what each individual 
was doing in synagogue before the 
Torah service when the shooter took 
their lives and tried to instill fear in 
the American Jewish community. 
Their purpose was clear — to support 
their community by helping to form 
a minyan. Each time you help to form 
a minyan at OT, you are defeating 
the shooter by taking pride in your 
Judaism and our community.

Where does the concept of a minyan 
come from? The first mention of ten 
holy people is in the story of Noah. 
He, his wife, sons, and daughters only 
made up eight righteous people — it 
was not enough to save the world.

Abraham, who knows the story of 
Noah, recalls it when negotiating with 
G-d to save the people at Sodom and 
Gomorrah. He starts with a thousand, 
but, unsure he will find them, begins 
to negotiate down. He ends his 
negotiation with ten righteous people 
— if he can find ten, the cities will be 
saved. Shockingly, there are not ten 
to be found, and the unrighteous 
people are turned to salt.

The leap from Torah to Talmud shows 
us how the power of ten people 
together can change everything.

My Mother-in-Law Joyce Fienberg, 
was one of the eleven taken from 
us. She would have bristled under 
the idea that she was a woman of 
righteousness by forming a minyan. 
To her, she was simply helping 
others as they had helped her, 

getting up a little earlier, picking 
up a fellow “Minyanaire” on the 
way and enabling her small Jewish 
community at the Tree of Life to pray 
and remember those they had lost. It 
was her duty and her pleasure to help 
others, as it was for all the eleven. 
Each one was there to help their 
Jewish community. 

The lost eleven make up a “Minyan 
plus one.” They will forever be 
our symbol of the power of a daily 
mitzvah. Remember them as they 
lived and as a model for making 
the world a better place. As a 
family member I ask you to “rise 
to righteousness” and attend one 
minyan each year. Dedicate it to the 
spirit of the eleven. 

May their memory be a blessing and 
an inspiration for all time.

THE LAST WORD: D’VAR

A MINYAN PLUS ONE
PHOTO BY BRITTANIE WERBEL



On-Demand at Olamtikvah.org
Go to our website for our calendar and the latest from committees and the OT 
Religious School.  Sign up to participate in virtual and in-person events, adult 
education classes and our online directory in the members-only section.
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Merrifield, VA 22116

Congregation Olam Tikvah
3800 Glenbrook Road
Fairfax, VA 22031-3199

In Your Inbox Twice a Week
This Week at OT – OT-wide announcements every Sunday morning
Shabbat Shalom! – Shabbat announcements every Friday morning

Special Communications by Email
Holiday announcements & Baruch Dayan Ha’Emet (Condolences)

The Contemporary Magazine 
Thoughtful articles come to you every other month

Looking to write an article or contribute?  Contact us at communications@olamtikvah.org.

OLAM TIKVAH CONNECTIONS
OT is a dynamic community, with multiple events for every age group throughout the month.  
We stay in touch with you in the following ways:


