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The Pursuit of Meaning: from Song of Songs to Ecclesiastes

Mishnah Yadayim 3:5 rransiation by Josh Kulp

All the Holy Scriptures defile the hands. The
Song of Songs and Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)
defile the hands. Rabbi Judah says: the Song
of Songs defiles the hands, but there is a
dispute about Kohelet. Rabbi Yose says:
Kohelet does not defile the hands, but there is
a dispute about the Song of Songs. Rabbi
Shimon says: [the ruling about] Kohelet is
one of the leniencies of Bet Shammai and one
of the stringencies of Bet Hillel. Rabbi
Shimon ben Azzai said: I have received a
tradition from the seventy-two elders on the
day when they appointed Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah head of the academy that the Song of
Songs and Kohelet defile the hands. Rabbi
Akiba said: Far be it! No man in Israel
disputed that the Song of Songs [saying] that
it does not defile the hands. For the whole
world is not as worthy as the day on which the
Song of Songs was given to Israel; for all the
writings are holy but the Song of Songs is the
holy of holies. If they had a dispute, they had
a dispute only about Kohelet. Rabbi Yohanan
ben Joshua the son of the father-in-law of
Rabbi Akiva said in accordance with the
words of Ben Azzai: so they disputed and so
they reached a decision.
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Song of Songs 1

1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.
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Ecclesiastes 1

1. The words of Koheleth, son of David, King
in Jerusalem.
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Song of Songs 3

1. On my bed nightly,
I have sought the beloved of my soul.
I sought him and did not find him.

2. Let me rise now to make rounds of the city,
in the streets and in the squares

I will seek the beloved of my soul.

I sought him and did not find him.

3. The guards who make rounds of the city
found me -

“The beloved of my soul - have you seen
him?”

4. Just after I passed from them,

I found the beloved of my soul.

I caught him and I would not relax

Until I had brought him to the house of my
mother, to the room of she who had been
pregnant with me.

5. I place you under oath, Daughters of
Jerusalem,

by the gazelles or does of the field,

Do not rouse and do not awaken

love until it wishes.
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Song of Songs 5

6. I opened, I did, to my love

But my love had turned and passed on
My soul went out with his word

I sought him but did not find him
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I called him but he did not answer me.

7. The guards found me,

Those who make rounds of the city
They hit me and they bruised me
They took my wrap off me,

The guards of the walls.

8. I place you under oath,
Daughters of Jerusalem,

If you find my love,

What will you tell him?

That I am sick with love.
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Ecclesiastes 1

12. I am Koheleth
I was King
Over Israel in Jerusalem.

13. And I gave my heart to inquire after and
to spy out wisdom,

About all that is done under the heavens.

It is an evil matter which Elohim has given to
mortals to humiliate/occupy them.
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Ecclesiastes 7

24. That which is is distant, and deep, deep.
Who can find it?

25. I made the rounds, I and my heart, to
know and to spy out, seeking wisdom and a
reckoning - to know evil, stupidity, madness,
and folly.

she is snares, and her heart is nets, and her
hands are fetters. He who is good before the

26. And I find more bitter than death woman -
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Elohim will escape from her and the sinner
will be caught by her.

27. See, this I found, says Koheleth, one by
one to find a reckoning.

28. That which my soul still seeks and has not
found, I found one human among one
thousand, but a woman among all these I have
not found.

29. Only this, see, I have found - that which
the Elohim makes the human upright and they
seek many reckonings.
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Ecclesiastes 8

15. And I praise joy for there is nothing better
for a human under the sun than to eat and to
drink and to be joyful...

17. 1 have seen all the work of the Elohim,
that a human is not able to find out the work
which is done under the sun, which a human
will toil to seek and he will not find. And
even if a wise one should say that he knows it,
he will not be able to find it.
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Deuteronomy 4

29. And from that place you will seek YHWH
your Elohim, and you will find, when you
seek him with all your heart and with all your
soul.
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