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The Pursuit of Meaning: from Song of Songs to Ecclesiastes

Mishnah Yadayim 3:5 translation by Josh Kulp

All the Holy Scriptures defile the hands. The
Song of Songs and Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)
defile the hands. Rabbi Judah says: the Song
of Songs defiles the hands, but there is a
dispute about Kohelet. Rabbi Yose says:
Kohelet does not defile the hands, but there is
a dispute about the Song of Songs. Rabbi
Shimon says: [the ruling about] Kohelet is
one of the leniencies of Bet Shammai and one
of the stringencies of Bet Hillel. Rabbi
Shimon ben Azzai said: I have received a
tradition from the seventy-two elders on the
day when they appointed Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah head of the academy that the Song of
Songs and Kohelet defile the hands. Rabbi
Akiba said: Far be it! No man in Israel
disputed that the Song of Songs [saying] that
it does not defile the hands. For the whole
world is not as worthy as the day on which the
Song of Songs was given to Israel; for all the
writings are holy but the Song of Songs is the
holy of holies. If they had a dispute, they had
a dispute only about Kohelet. Rabbi Yohanan
ben Joshua the son of the father-in-law of
Rabbi Akiva said in accordance with the
words of Ben Azzai: so they disputed and so
they reached a decision.

שִׁירהַיּדַָיםִ.אֶתמְטַמְּאִיןהַקּדֶֹשׁכִּתְבֵיכָּל
רַבִּיהַיּדַָיםִ.אֶתמְטַמְּאִיןוְקהֶֹלֶתהַשִּׁירִים

אֶתמְטַמֵּאהַשִּׁירִיםשִׁיראוֹמֵר,יהְוּדָה
אוֹמֵר,יוֹסֵירַבִּימַחֲלֹקֶת.וְקהֶֹלֶתהַיּדַָיםִ,
וְשִׁירהַיּדַָיםִאֶתמְטַמֵּאאֵינוֹקהֶֹלֶת

אוֹמֵר,שִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּימַחֲלֹקֶת.הַשִּׁירִים
בֵיתוּמֵחֻמְרֵישַׁמַּאיבֵיתמִקֻּלֵּיקהֶֹלֶת
מְקֻבָּלעַזּאַי,בֶּןשִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּיאָמַרהִלֵּל.

בַּיּוֹםזקֵָן,וּשְׁניַםִשִׁבְעִיםמִפִּיאֲניִ
עֲזרְַיהָבֶּןאֶלְעָזרָרַבִּיאֶתשֶׁהוֹשִׁיבוּ
וְקהֶֹלֶתהַשִּׁירִיםשֶׁשִּׁירבַּישְִׁיבָה,
עֲקִיבָא,רַבִּיאָמַרהַיּדַָיםִ.אֶתמְטַמְּאִים

עַלמִיּשְִׂרָאֵלאָדָםנחֱֶלַקלֹאוְשָׁלוֹם,חַס
הַיּדַָיםִ,אֶתתְטַמֵּאשֶׁלֹּאהַשִּׁירִיםשִׁיר

בּוֹשֶׁנּתִַּןכַּיּוֹםכְדַאיכֻּלּוֹהָעוֹלָםכָּלשֶׁאֵין
הַכְּתוּבִיםשֶׁכָּללְישְִׂרָאֵל,הַשִּׁירִיםשִׁיר

וְאִםקָדָשִׁים.קדֶֹשׁהַשִּׁירִיםוְשִׁירקדֶֹשׁ,
אָמַרקהֶֹלֶת.עַלאֶלָּאנחְֶלְקוּלֹאנחְֶלְקוּ,

רַבִּישֶׁלחָמִיובֶּןיהְוֹשֻׁעַבֶּןיוֹחָנןָרַבִּי
וְכָךְנחְֶלְקוּכָּךְעַזּאַי,בֶןכְּדִבְרֵיעֲקִיבָא,

:גָּמְרוּ
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Song of Songs 1
1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. ה׃שִׁ֥א ֹֽ ר לִשְׁלֹמ ים אֲשֶׁ֥ יר הַשִּׁירִ֖

Ecclesiastes 1
1. The words of Koheleth, son of David, King
in Jerusalem.

ִֽם׃א לֶךְ בִּירֽוּשָׁלָ ד מֶ֖ לֶת בֶּן־דָּוִ֔ דִּבְרֵי֙ קהֶֹ֣

Song of Songs 3
1. On my bed nightly,
I have sought the beloved of my soul.
I sought him and did not find him.

2. Let me rise now to make rounds of the city,
in the streets and in the squares
I will seek the beloved of my soul.
I sought him and did not find him.

3. The guards who make rounds of the city
found me -
“The beloved of my soul - have you seen
him?”
4. Just after I passed from them,
I found the beloved of my soul.
I caught him and I would not relax
Until I had brought him to the house of my
mother, to the room of she who had been
pregnant with me.

5. I place you under oath, Daughters of
Jerusalem,
by the gazelles or does of the field,
Do not rouse and do not awaken
love until it wishes.

עַל־מִשְׁכָּבִי֙ בַּלֵּיל֔וֹתא
י ה נפְַשִׁ֑ ת שֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ שְׁתִּי אֵ֥ בִּקַּ֕

יו וְלֹ֥א מְצָאתִיֽו׃ בִּקַּשְׁתִּ֖
ירב ה בָעִ֗ א וַאֲסֽוֹבְבָ֣ אָק֨וּמָה נָּ֜

רְחבֹ֔וֹת בַּשְּׁוָקִים֙ וּבָ֣
י ה נפְַשִׁ֑ ת שֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ ה אֵ֥ אֲבַקְשָׁ֕

יו וְלֹ֥א מְצָאתִיֽו׃ בִּקַּשְׁתִּ֖
ירג ים בָּעִ֑ בְבִ֖ ֹֽ ים הַסּ מְרִ֔ ֹ֣ מְצָא֨וּניִ֙ הַשּׁ

י רְאִיתֶםֽ׃ ה נפְַשִׁ֖ ת שֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֥ אֵ֛
םד רְתִּי מֵהֶ֔ עָבַ֣ כִּמְעַט֙ שֶֽׁ

י ה נפְַשִׁ֑ ת שֶֽׁאָהֲבָ֖ אתִי אֵ֥ ד שֶׁמָּצָ֔ עַ֣
נּוּ אֲחַזתְִּיו֙ וְלֹ֣א אַרְפֶּ֔

דֶר י וְאֶל־חֶ֖ ית אִמִּ֔ הֲבֵיאתִיו֙ אֶל־בֵּ֣ עַד־שֶׁ֤
הֽוֹרָתִיֽ׃

ם֙ה ִ֨ ם בְּנ֤וֹת ירְֽוּשָׁלַ עְתִּי אֶתְכֶ֜ הִשְׁבַּ֨
ה בִּצְבָא֔וֹת א֖וֹ בְּאַילְ֣וֹת הַשָּׂדֶ֑
ירוּ ׀ וְאִֽם־תְּע֥וֹרְר֛וּ אִם־תָּעִ֧
ד שֶׁתֶּחְפָּץֽ׃ ה עַ֥ אֶת־הָאַהֲֽבָ֖

Song of Songs 5

יו חְתִּיֽ אֲניִ֙ לְדוֹדִ֔ פָּתַ֤
ר ק עָבָ֑ י חָמַ֣ וְדוֹדִ֖

ה בְדַבְּר֔וֹ נפְַשִׁי֙ יָצְֽאָ֣

6. I opened, I did, to my love
But my love had turned and passed on
My soul went out with his word
I sought him but did not find him
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יהוּ יהוּ֙ וְלֹ֣א מְצָאתִ֔ בִּקַּשְׁתִּ֨
יו וְלֹ֥א עָנָנֽיִ׃ קְרָאתִ֖

יםז מְרִ֛ ֹֽ ניִ הַשּׁ מְצָאֻ֧
יר ים בָּעִ֖ בְבִ֥ ֹֽ הַסּ
הִכּ֣וּניִ פְצָע֑וּניִ

י נָשְֽׂא֤וּ אֶת־רְדִידִי֙ מֵעָֽלַ֔
י הַחֽמֹֽוֹת׃ מְרֵ֖ ֹֽ שׁ

םח עְתִּי אֶתְכֶ֖ הִשְׁבַּ֥
בְּנ֣וֹת ירְֽוּשָׁלִָ֑ם

י אִםֽ־תִּמְצְאוּ֙ אֶת־דּוֹדִ֔
מַה־תַּגִּ֣ידוּ ל֔וֹ

ה אָנֽיִ׃ שֶֽׁחוֹלַ֥ת אַהֲֽבָ֖

I called him but he did not answer me.

7. The guards found me,
Those who make rounds of the city
They hit me and they bruised me
They took my wrap off me,
The guards of the walls.
8. I place you under oath,
Daughters of Jerusalem,
If you find my love,
What will you tell him?
That I am sick with love.

Ecclesiastes 1
12. I am Koheleth
I was King
Over Israel in Jerusalem.

13. And I gave my heart to inquire after and
to spy out wisdom,
About all that is done under the heavens.
It is an evil matter which Elohim has given to
mortals to humiliate/occupy them.

לֶתיב אֲנִ֣י קהֶֹ֗
לֶךְ הָיִי֥תִי מֶ֛

ִֽם׃ ל בִּירֽוּשָׁלָ עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖
היג י לִדְר֤וֹשׁ וְלָתוּר֙ בַּחָֽכְמָ֔ תִּי אֶת־לִבִּ֗ וְנתַָ֣

יםִ חַת הַשָּׁמָ֑ ה תַּ֣ ר נַעֲֽשָׂ֖ ל כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֥ עַ֛
ם ים לִבְנֵי֥ הָאָֽדָ֖ ן אֱלֹהִ֛ ע נתַָ֧ ה֣וּא ׀ עִניְַן֣ רָ֗

לַעֲֽנ֥וֹת בּֽוֹ׃

Ecclesiastes 7
24. That which is is distant, and deep, deep.
Who can find it?

25. I made the rounds, I and my heart, to
know and to spy out, seeking wisdom and a
reckoning - to know evil, stupidity, madness,
and folly.
26. And I find more bitter than death woman -
she is snares, and her heart is nets, and her
hands are fetters. He who is good before the

קכד ֹ֖ ק ׀ עָמ ֹ֥ הָיָה֑ וְעָמ רָח֖וֹק מַה־שֶּֽׁ
י ימְִצָאֶנּֽוּ׃ מִ֥

עַת וְלָת֔וּרכה שׁסַבּ֨וֹתִיֽ אֲנִ֤י וְלִבִּי֙ לָדַ֣ וּבַקֵּ֥
ה וְחֶשְׁבּ֑וֹן חָכְמָ֖

סֶל וְהַסִּכְל֖וּת הֽוֹלֵלֽוֹת׃ שַׁע כֶּ֔ עַת֙ רֶ֣ וְלָדַ֨
וֶת אֶת־הָאִֽשָּׁה֙כו ר מִמָּ֗ י מַ֣ א אֲנִ֜ וּמוֹצֶ֨

ים הּ אֲסוּרִ֣ ים לִבָּ֖ ים וַחֲֽרָמִ֛ יא מְצוֹדִ֧ אֲשֶׁר־הִ֨
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Elohim will escape from her and the sinner
will be caught by her.
27. See, this I found, says Koheleth, one by
one to find a reckoning.

28. That which my soul still seeks and has not
found, I found one human among one
thousand, but a woman among all these I have
not found.

29. Only this, see, I have found - that which
the Elohim makes the human upright and they
seek many reckonings.

נּהָ יהָ ט֞וֹב לִפְנֵ֤י הָאֱֽלֹהִים֙ ימִָּלֵ֣ט מִמֶּ֔ ידֶָ֑
א ילִָּ֥כֶד בָּהּֽ׃ וְחוֹטֵ֖

תכז לֶת אַחַ֥ ה קהֶֹ֑ אתִי אָמְֽרָ֖ רְאֵה֙ זֶה֣ מָצָ֔
א חֶשְׁבּֽוֹן׃ ֹ֥ ת לִמְצ לְאַחַ֖

אתִיכח י וְלֹ֣א מָצָ֑ ה נפְַשִׁ֖ ר עוֹד־בִּקְשָׁ֥ אֲשֶׁ֛
לֶּה ה בְכָל־אֵ֖ אתִי וְאִשָּׁ֥ לֶף֙ מָצָ֔ ד מֵאֶ֨ ם אֶחָ֤ אָדָ֞

לֹ֥א מָצָאֽתִי׃
הכט ר עָשָׂ֧ אתִי אֲשֶׁ֨ לְבַד֙ רְאֵה־זֶה֣ מָצָ֔

מָּה בִקְשׁ֖וּ ר וְהֵ֥ ם ישָָׁ֑ ים אֶת־הָאָֽדָ֖ הָאֱֽלֹהִ֛
חִשְּׁבנֹ֥וֹת רַבִּיֽם׃

Ecclesiastes 8
15. And I praise joy for there is nothing better
for a human under the sun than to eat and to
drink and to be joyful…

17. I have seen all the work of the Elohim,
that a human is not able to find out the work
which is done under the sun, which a human
will toil to seek and he will not find. And
even if a wise one should say that he knows it,
he will not be able to find it.

רטו ה אֲשֶׁ֨ חְתִּיֽ אֲניִ֙ אֶת־הַשִּׂמְחָ֔ וְשִׁבַּ֤
ל ֹ֥ י אִם־לֶאֱֽכ מֶשׁ כִּ֛ חַת הַשֶּׁ֔ אֵיֽן־ט֤וֹב לָאָֽדָם֙ תַּ֣

וְלִשְׁתּ֖וֹת וְלִשְׂמ֑וֹחַ…
ה הָאֱֽלֹהִים֒ כִּי֩יז לֹ֨אוְרָאִיתִי֮ אֶת־כָּל־מַעֲֽשֵׂ֣

ר ם לִמְצוֹא֙ אֶת־הַמַּֽעֲשֶׂה֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ל הָאָֽדָ֗ יוּכַ֜
ל ֹ֧ ר יַעֲֽמ שֶׁל אֲשֶׁ֨ מֶשׁ בְּ֠ ה תַחַֽת־הַשֶּׁ֔ נַעֲֽשָׂ֣

ר ם אִם־יאֹמַ֤ א וְגַ֨ שׁ וְלֹ֣א ימְִצָ֑ ם לְבַקֵּ֖ הָאָֽדָ֛
א׃ ֹֽ ל לִמְצ עַת לֹ֥א יוּכַ֖ הֶחָֽכָם֙ לָדַ֔

Deuteronomy 4
29. And from that place you will seek YHWH
your Elohim, and you will find, when you
seek him with all your heart and with all your
soul.

יךָכט ם אֶת־יהְוָ֥ה אֱלֹהֶ֖ ם מִשָּׁ֛ וּבִקַּשְׁתֶּ֥
נּוּ בְּכָל־לְבָבְֽךָ֖ י תִדְרְשֶׁ֔ אתָ כִּ֣ וּמָצָ֑

וּבְכָל־נפְַשֶֽׁךָ׃


