


The Paradox and Beauty of Kol Nidre 
Congregation Olam Tikvah 

Elul 5782 
 

 
1. We do not ascribe to the custom of annulling vows on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur.  

We heard that in other countries, they say “kol nidre v’esarai,” but we did not hear this 
from our teachers.  [Yehudai Gaon (Rosh Yeshiva 757-761] 

 
2. No power in the world can annul vows anywhere.  [Sar Shalom Gaon (Rosh Yeshiva 

843-853)] 
 

3. Kol Nidre is a foolish custom and it is forbidden to say it.  [Amram Gaon (861-872)]  
 

4. Kol Nidre should not be recited at all . . . this custom has no basis . . . no substance . . . .  
[Kol Bo (1490)] 

 
5. If a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath imposing an obligation on himself, 

he shall not break his pledge; he must carry out all that has crossed his lips.  [Numbers 
30:3] 

 
6. When you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not put off fulfilling it, for the LORD 

your God will require if of you, and you will have incurred guilt; whereas you incur no 
guilt if you refrain from vowing.  [Deuteronomy 23:22-23] 

 
7. And one who desires that his vows not be upheld for the entire year should stand up on 

Rosh HaShana and say: Any vow that I take in the future should be void. And this 
statement is effective, provided that he remembers at the time of the vow that his intent at 
the beginning of the year was to render it void.  [Masechet Nedarim 23b] 
 

8. Rav Ḥana bar Bizna says that Rabbi Shimon Ḥasida says: Any fast that does not 
include the participation of some of the sinners of the Jewish people is not a fast, as the 
smell of galbanum is foul and yet the verse lists it with the ingredients of the 
incense. Abaye says that this is derived from here: “It is He Who builds His upper 
chambers in the heavens and has established His bundle on the earth” (Amos 9:6), i.e., 
when the people are united as a bundle, including their sinners, they are established upon 
the earth. [Masechet Keritot 6b] 
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