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October 19,2021 

Peter Paul and Mary Revisited:  The Jewish Roots of Christianity 

Adoption, Adaptation, Rejection 

Session 2                                                     

1.  The Virgin Mary (Miryam) 
Council of Ephesus 431CE 
Mary Mother of God.   Theotokos Gr, Mater Dei Latin 
Her son Jesus is both man and God, one divine person with two natures, one divine and one mortal, 
intimately and hypostatically united.  Mary as his mother is the guarantor of his mortality. 
 
On Her Perpetual Virginity 
Ecumenical Council Constantinople 553 CE 
"she incorruptibly bore her virginity remaining indestructible even after his birth." 
 
Mary's Birth And Upbringing 
Proto Evangelium Of James (first good news) 2d Century 
Mary's parents Joachim and Anne (Hannah) were childless.  They prayed and were told that they would 
bear a child. In gratitude they took her to the Temple where she was raised and consecrated to God.  As 
such her womb was transformed into a sanctuary of the Divine.   
The Feast Of T he Presentation Of The Blessed Virgin Mary: A Celebration Of This Event 
 
Portrait of a Distraught and Bewildered Joseph in the Proto Evangelium 
He smote his face, threw himself down upon sackcloth and wept bitterly saying, with what countenance 
shall I look toward the Lord my God?  What prayer shall I offer for her, for I received her as a virgin out 
of the Temple of the Lord my God and have not protected her.  Who has deceived me? Who has done 
this evil?  Has the story of Adam been repeated in me? For as Adam was absent in the hour of his prayer 
and the serpent came and found Eve alone and deceived and defiled her, so also has it happened to me. 
 
 
Mary: The Second Eve 
"For early Christian writers Eve is a Janus faced figure, the exact opposite of Mary.   Her disobediance 
(the tree) and her conception of a demonic son, Cain, contrast with Mary's obedience and virginal 
conception of a divine son." 
Eve: Through her ear, (listening to the serpent) Eve conceived disease, decay and death. 
Mary:   Through her ear (adhering to the voice of Gabriel) Mary bore the son of God. Conceptio per 
Orem    
Gary Anderson:  The Genesis Of Perfection Adam And Eve In Jewish And Christian Imagination 
 
 
Mary and Elizabeth: The Births Of Jesus And JohnThe Baptist 
Luke 1:26 - 45 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee named Nazareth to a 
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph of the house of David.  And the name of the virgin was 
Mary....And the angel said to her, do not be afraid for you have found favor with God.  Behold you will 
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conceive in your womb and bear a son and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the son of the most High.   The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever....And Mary said to the angel, how can this be since I have no 
husband?  And the angel said, the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore t he child to be born will be called holy, the son of God.  
 
 And behold your kinswoman, Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son and this is the sixth 
month with her who is called barren.  For with God nothing will be impossible.  And Mary said, behold I 
am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.  And the angel departed from her. 
In those days Mary arose and went with haste to a city in the hill country in Judah and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. (Elisheva - God is my abundance Hebrew)  
 
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb.  And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry, blessed are you among women and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.....And Mary said, my soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my savior 
for He who is mighty has done great things for me... 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered and she gave birth to a son....And on the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child.  And they would have named him Zechariah after his father but his 
mother said not so, for he shall be called John... Yochanan, Source of Comfort for God has been 
gracious. 
 
Parallels 
The Annunciation (Announcement) Of Mary: Jewish Antecedents 
Genesis 21:1-2, 7 
The Birth of Isaac. Yitzhak 
Vadonoy Pakad et Sarah.  The Eternal took note of, (visited) Sarah as he had promised.  She conceived 
and bore a son to Abraham in his old age at the time of which God had spoken.....Sarah said, God has 
brought me laughter.  She added, who would have said to Abraham, that Sarah would suckle children . 
Yet I have borne a son in his old age.   
 
Judges 13: 2 - 24 
The Birth of Samson 
There was a certain man of the stock of Dan whose wife was barren.  An angel of the Lord appeared to 
the woman and said to her, you are barren and have borne no children. You shall conceive and bear a 
son....  The angel of the Lord came to the woman again.  She was sitting in the field and her husband was 
not with her. The woman bore a son and named him Samson. 
 
I Samuel 1:1 - 2:10 
Hannah and t he Birth of Samuel 
Her prayer of thanksgiving.  See above, Mary's expressions of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
Then Hannah prayed:  My heart exults in the Lord.  My powers are heightened by the Lord.  My mouth 
derides my enemies because I rejoice in your salvation.  There is none holy as the Lord.  There is none 
except you, no rock like our God.... 
 
Parallels 
Virgin Births  
Greek Sources 
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Alexander The Great 
Iliad of Homer - Achilles and Aeneas 
Romulus and Remus  
 
Jewish Sources 
Angels marrying mortal women - Genesis 6: 1 - 4 and One Enoch 
When men began to increase on earth the divine beings (venay Elohim, Sons of the Divine) saw how 
beautiful the daughters of men were and took wives from among those that pleased them....who bore 
them offspring.  Fallen angels responsible for evil whose offsprings were giants filling the earth with 
blood and iniquity. 
Martha Himmelfarb:  Ascent To Heaven In Jewish and Christian Apocalypses 
 
Psalm 2: 7 
 The Lord said to me, you are my son, I have fathered you this day. 
 
The Shekhinah - Feminine Consort of God In Jewish Mystical Literature 
See:  Michael Fishbane - Biblical Myth and Rabbinic Mythmaking 
 
Mary and Rachel - Sources of Comfort and Hope For Infertile Women 
Bethlehem 
See Susan Starr Sered:   Rachel's Tomb And the Milk Grotto Of the Virgin Mary 
Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion Fall 1986 
 
 
Mary Magdalene 
Mary as Diekonon 
One who serves.  The special disciple of Jesus 
Apostle Of Apostles 
 
Luke 8:1 - 3 
Soon afterward he  (Jesus)went through cities and villages preaching and bringing the good news of the 
kingdom of God.  And  the twelve were with him and also some women who had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities.  Mary called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out.... 
 
Mark 15: 40 -41, 47, 16:1 
There were women looking on from afar, among them Mary of Magdalene...who when he was in Galilee 
had followed him and ministered to him....And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary, 
mother of Jesus and James brought spices so that they might go and anoint him..... 
  
 
The Gospel of Mary 4: 8 - 6:4, 9: 30 - 10:14 
The Savior said to his disciples, go then, preach the good news about the kingdom.....after he said these 
things he departed from them.  The disciples were distressed and wept....How are we going to go to the 
rest of the world to announce the good news about the Son of Man?....Then Mary stood up. She greeted 
them all, addressing her brothers and her sisters.  Do not weep and be distressed nor let your hearts be 
irresolute.  His grace will be with you and will shelter you...When Mary said these things she turned their 
hearts toward the good and they began to discuss the words of the Savior. 
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Peter said to Mary, we know that the Savior loved you more than all other women.  Tell us the words of 
the Savior that you remember, things that you know that we do not, because we have not heard them.  
Mary responded, I will teach you what is hidden from you.  After Mary had said these things, she was 
silent.  ....Andrew responded, say what you will....I do not believe that the Savior said these things for 
indeed these teachings are strange ideas.  Peter responded, bringing up similar concerns.  Did he t hen 
speak with a woman in private without our knowing about it?  Are we to turn and listen to her?  Did he 
choose her over us?  Then Mary wept and said to Peter:  My brother Peter, what are you imagining?  Do 
you think I thought these t hings up by myself or that I am telling lies about the Savior?  
 
Levi answered...Peter you have always been an angry hothead....If the Savior made her worthy, who are 
you for your part to reject her?  Assuredly the Savior's knowledge of her is completely reliable.  That is 
why he loved her more than us.  Rather, we should be ashamed....     
 
Mary Magdalene as Apostle To The Apostles 
 John 20:16 - 18 
Jesus said to her, Mary, she turned and said to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means teacher.  Jesus 
said to her, do not hold me for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to 
them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.  Mary Magdalene went 
and said to the disciples, I have seen the Lord; she told them that he had sent these things to her. 
See: Ann Graham Brock - Mary Magdalene The First Apostle: The Struggle For Authority 
 
 
 
The Question Of Celibacy in Judaism and Christianity  
Genesis 1: 27 - 28 
And God created man in his image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them.  God blessed them and said to them, be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and master it..... 
 
BT Yevamot 63b 
Ben Azzai said what shall I do? My soul clings lovingly to the Torah 
 
 
PauI: I Corinthians 7:7-9 
I wish that all of us were as I myself am.  But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of 
another.  To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them to remain single as I do.  But if 
they cannot exercise self control they should marry.  For it is better to marry than to be aflame with 
passion.  
 
The Therapeutrides (Those who serve God (Greek) Of Lake Mareotis, 1st Century BCE Egypt 
Ross S Kraemer:  Monastic Jewish Women In Greco Roman Egypt - Philo Judaeus On The Therapeutrides 
Journal Of Women In Culture And Society 1989 
"The feast is shared by women also, most of them aged virgins who have kept their chastity not under 
compulsion like some of the Greek priestesses but of their own free will in their ardent yearning for 
wisdom.  They have spurned the pleasures of the body and desire no mortal offspring....Only those 
immortal children (a life of contemplation) that only the soul that is dear to God can bring.... 
See also: Ross S Kaemer and Mary Rose D'Angelo  Women and Christian Origins 
Carolyn Walker Bynum:  Holy Feast and Holy Fast 
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Moses' Celibacy 
See:  Naomi Koltun Fromm - Yoke Of The Holy Ones - The Embodiment Of A Christian Vocation 
Harvard Theological Review 2001 
Adam H Becker and Annette Yoshiko Reed eds.  The Ways That Never Parted 
 
 
Exodus 19:15 
Moses came down from the mountain to the people and warned the people to stay pure....and he 
said...be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman.    
 
BT Shabbat 87a 
Moses permanently separated from his wife.  He said, since the children of Israel with whom the 
Shekhina spoke only once were told to stay pure for a limited time, how much more so for me with 
whom she speaks all the time.  I must therefore be separated always. 
 
 
Midrash Sifrei Zuta 
Miriam exclaimed, happy are those prophets and happy are their wives.  Zipporah corrected her saying,  
 do not say happy are their wives.  From the day that God spoke to Moses your brother, he has not lain 
with me. 
 
 
 
Revisiting Peter  
 The Enigmatic Figure Of Simon Peter 
Matthew 16: 13 - 19 
Jesus asked his disciples....who do you say that I am? Simon Peter said, you are Christ, the son of the 
living God.  And Jesus answered him, blessed are you, Shimon bar Yona for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter (Petra, Cephus) and 
upon this rock I will build my Church....I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven..... 
 
 
Mark 14: 30, 37 
And Jesus said to him, truly I say to you this very night before the cock crows twice you will deny me 
three times.  But he said vehemently, if I must die with you, I will not deny you....And Jesus came and 
found them sleeping and he said to Peter, Simon are you asleep?  Could you not watch one hour? 
 
Matthew 26: 75 
Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, before the cock crows you will deny me three times. And Peter 
wept bitterly.   
 
See:Terence V Smith -Petrine Controversies In Early Christianity 
There is an astonishing lack of reference to Peter among ecclesiastical authors of the first half of the 
second century.  How is this silence to be explained?  Could it not have been the case that Peter was so 
linked in their minds to heretical groups that they were hesitant about referring to him?  The Peter 
figure continued to be used in intra-Christian controversies in the third century and Petrine disputes 
have continued ever since. 
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The Medieval Jewish Legends Regarding The True Identity of  Peter 
Toledot Yeshu  The Life Story of Jesus 
The Mystery of The Jewish Fast Day of the 9th of Tevet 
"On the 9th of Tevet Shimon Qalpos (Cephus) died.  The one who saved the Jews in the time of the 
violent ones.  The day of his death was established in Jerusalem as a fast day forever." 
See: Toledot Yeshu Revisited - eds. Peter Schaefer, Michael Meerson, Yaacov Deutsch 
 
Revisiting Paul  of Tarsus, Shaul 
Philippians 3:5 
If any man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more.  Circumcised on the eighth day, 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee; as 
to zeal a persecutor of the Church...... 
 
Genesis 14:13 
A fugitive brought the news to Abram the Hebrew.  Avram Ha ivri 
The Irony of Hebrew of Hebrews 
Paul's Vision Of Consecration On The Road To Damascus 
Acts 22:2 - 16 
And when they heard that he addressed them in the Hebrew language they were the more quiet. And 
he said, I am a Jew born at Tarsus in Cilicia but brought up in this city at t he feet of Gamaliel, educated 
according to the strict manner of our fathers being zealous for God....I persecuted to the death the 
Way....As I made my journey and drew near to Damascus, a great light from heaven suddenly shone 
above me....I heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? And I answered, Who 
are you Lord?  I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.....And the  Lord said to me, rise and go 
into Damascus and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do..... 
And one Ananias, a devout Jew....came to me and said, brother Saul....the God of our fathers appointed 
you to know his will. ...You will be a witness for him to all men of what you have seen and heard.  And 
now why do you wait.  Rise and be baptized..... 
 
    
Paul and Peter: Two Types Of Christianity 
Peter :  Apostle to the Jews 
Paul: Apostle to the Gentiles 
Issues of the Dietary Laws of Judaism (Kashrut) and Brit Milah, Ritual Circumcision 
 
Genesis 17: On the Covenant of the Flesh.  Brit Miloh 
This is my covenant with you. You shall no longer be called Abram but your name shall be Abraham for I 
shall make you the father of a multitude of nations....Such shall be the covenant which you shall keep 
between me and you and your offspring to follow. Every male among you shall be circumcised.  You shall 
circumcise the flesh of your foreskin and that shall be the sign of the covenant between me and you.  At 
the age of eight days.....Thus shall my covenant be marked in your flesh as an everlasting pact...An 
uncircumcised male has broken my covenant. 
 
 
Paul's View of Circumcision 
Romans 2:25 - 29 
Circumcision is of value if you obey the Law, but if you break the law your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision.  So if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law will not his 
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uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?....For he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true 
circumcision something external and physical.  He is a Jew who is one inwardly and real circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, spiritual and not literal.  His praise is not from men but from God. 
 
Romans 4:1- 2,  9 - 12 
What shall we then say about Abraham our forefather in the flesh?...For what does Scripture say? 
Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness....How then was it reckoned to him?  
It was not after but before he was circumcised.  He received circumcision as a sign of the seal of 
righteousness which he had by faith before he was circumcised.  The purpose was to make him the 
father of all who believe without being circumcised..... 
 
The Jewish Response 
Mishnah Kiddushin 4:14 
We find that Abraham our father performed the whole law before it was given.  For it is written, I swore 
to you father Abraham, I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of the heaven.....so that 
all the nations of the world shall bless themselves by your offspring  - in as much as Abraham obeyed me 
and kept my charge: My commandments, My laws and My teachings.  Genesis 26:5 
 
Galatians 2: Paul's  Conflict With Peter Over Circumcision and the Dietary Laws 
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephus....with Barnabas....I laid before them the 
Gospel I preach among the Gentiles....I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised just as 
Peter had been entrusted to with the gospel to the circumcised....But when Cephus came to Antioch I 
opposed him to his face because he stood condemned.  For before certain men came from James, he 
ate with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself fearing the circumcision 
party.....And with him the rest of the Jews acted insincerely.  I saw that they were not straight forward  
about the truth of the Gospel. 
 
Peter's Change of Heart 
 Acts 11: 5 - 9 
I was in the city of Joppa praying and in a trance I saw a vision....Looking at it closely I observed animals 
and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air.  I heard a voice saying, rise Peter, kill and eat.  But I 
said, no Lord, for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.  But the voice answered a 
second time from heaven.  What God has cleansed you may not call common. 
 
Acts 15: 19 
James replied:  Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of  the Gentiles who turn to 
God.   But should write to them to abstain from the pollutions of idols and from unchastity and from 
what is strangled and from blood. 
 
Paul and the Law 
Galatians 3: 19 - 29 
Why then the law?  It was added because of transgressions til the offspring should come to whom the 
promise had been made....Now before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint 
until faith should be revealed.  For now that faith has come we are no longer under a custodian. For in 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith....There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's then 
you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 
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The Mission of Israel 
Universality 
Genesis 12: 1 -3 
The Lord said to Abram: I will make of you a great nation....and all the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves by you. 
 
Isaiah 49: 6 
It is too little that you should be My servant. In that I raise up the tribe of Jacob and restore the survivors 
of Israel.  I will also make you a light of the nations (Or Lagoyim) that my salvation shall reach the ends 
of the earth. 
 
The Great Commission Of Christianity 
Matthew 28: 16 - 20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son and 
the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you and lo I am with you always to 
the close of the age. 
  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


