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October 12, 2021 

Peter (Shimon ( H) Petra (G)Paul (Shaul) And Mary (Miriam) Revisited 

The Jewish Roots Of Christianity 

Adoption Adaptation Rejection 

Schedule 
Oct  12  A Synagogue Centered Judaism And The Early Church: Some Notable Controversies And 
Commonalities 
 
Oct 19 Peter, Paul And The Two Mary's Revisited 
 
Oct 20  Jesus Of Nazareth, Teacher, Prophet, Savior, Heretic?  Jewish And Christian Perspectives 
 

Peter: Matthew 16- 17 - 18 
Blessed are you, Simon bar Yonah....You are Peter and upon  this rock I will build my church. 
 
Paul:  Phillipians 3:5 
Circumcised on the 8th day of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews  
as to the Law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor of the Church. 
 
Acts 9: 3- 5 
Now as he journeyed, he approached Damascus and a light from heaven flashed about him and fell to 
the ground.  He heard a voice saying Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?  I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting ...rise and enter the city and you will be told what to do. 
 
Mary (Theotokos) Mother of God:  Luke 1:35 
Daughter of Yoachim and Annah (Hannah) 
An d the angel Gabriel said to her.  The Holy Spirit (Ruah Hakodesh) will come upon you and the power 
of the most High (Adonoy Tzevaot) will overshadow you.  Therefore the child to be born will be called 
Holy the son of God. 
 

 Session 1 

 A Synagogue Centered Judaism Kehilah Kedusha , A Sacred Community And The Early Church Ekklesia 

The Community Of Faith  

 

                                                  Some Notable Controversies And Commonalities  

 1.Sacred Texts 
Judaism: Tanakah:  The Hebrew Biblical Canon 24 Books 
Torah the five books of Moses.  Prophets and Hagiographa 
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Christianity:   The Christian Biblical Canon  27 Books 
For if the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion for a second 
Hebrews 8: 6 -7 
 
2. Observing The Sabbath:  Saturday Or Sunday 
Judaism  
Genesis 2:3 
And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy...on it God ceased from all the work of creation. 
 
 
Christianity 
And God said, there was one day. Genesis 1:5.  As yet t he seventh day was not known.  Which is 
greater, that which has come into being and existed or  that which as yet was unknown?   
Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert - The Didascalia Apostolorum: A Mishnah For The Disciples Of Jesus 
Journal of Early Christian Studies 2001 
 
3.Jews and Christians: Some Familiar Liturgical Responses 
 Isaiah 6: 1 -5 
The consecration vision of the Prophet  
In the year that King Uzziah died I beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty throne and the skirts of His 
robe filled the Temple.  Seraphs stood in attendance on Him.  Each of them had six wings; with two He 
covered His face, with two He covered His legs and with two He would fly. And one would call to the 
other, Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord of Hosts, the whole world is filled with His glory...I cried, woe is me, I 
am lost.  For I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips. Yet my own eyes have 
beheld  the King Lord of Hosts. 
 
 The Liturgy Of The Synagogue - The Kedusha, Sanctification 
We sanctify Your name on earth as it is sanctified in heaven as it is written by your prophet, as each 
turned to one another and declared: 
Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, Adonoy Tzevaot melo hol haaretz kevodo 
Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord of Hosts the whole world is filled with His glory. 
 
The Liturgy of the Church: The Trisagion - Greek -Thrice Blessed 
Sanctus Deus, Holy God 
Sanctus Fortis, Holy Might 
Sanctus Immortalis, Have Mercy Upon Us 
 
Aleynu - Daily Prayer Book 
Let us adore the ever living God....Then all who live on earth will know that to you every knee must bend 
and every tongue give homage.... 
 
Te Deum Laudamus - We shall praise You O God.....We therefore hope O Lord our God soon to behold  
the glory of your might. 
 
4. Christianity:The Trinitarian Mystery 
Proof Texts From Judaism 
 Genesis 18 
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The Lord appeared to him (Abraham) by the terebinths of Mamre.  He was sitting at the entrance of the 
tent as the day grew hot.  Looking up he saw three men standing near him. 
The Three:  Angels 
 
The Shema.  Shema Yisroel Adonoy Eloheinu Adonoy Echod. 
Adonoy Eloheinu, Adonoy: Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
 
The Trisagion - Thrice Blessed 
 
5.  The Prophet Isaiah The Prophet of Universality   
Isaiah 2:4 - 6 
In the days to come the Mount of the Lord's House shall stand firm above the mountains and tower 
above t he hills  and all the nations shall gaze on it with joy and many peoples shall go and say, come ye, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the House of the God of Jacob that He may instruct us in His 
ways and that we may walk in His paths 
 
Ki Mitzion tetze Torah udvar Adonoy mey Yerushalayim.  For out of Zion shall go forth enlightenment 
and the word of the Eternal from Jerusalem. 
And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
 

The Herald of Peace 
Isaiah 11:6 - 7, 9 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard lie down with the kid.  The calf, the beast of prey and the 
fatling together with a little boy to herd them....For the land shall be filled with devotion to the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. 
 
The Call For Justice And Compassion And Not Of Ritual Hypocracy 
Isaiah 58:6 - 7 
Is this the fast I look for, a day of self affliction?  Bowing your head like a reed and covering yourself with 
sackcloth and ashes? 
This is the fast that I desire.  To unlock fetters of wickedness, to let the oppressed go free.  To share your 
bread with the hungry and to take the wretched poor into your home.  When you see the naked to 
clothe him and not to ignore your own kin. 
 
Contra Isaiah in Judaism 
BT Yevamot 49b - 50a 
Shimon ben Azzai says, I found a scroll of genealogical records in Jerusalem and in it was written, 
Menaseh killed Isaiah.  Rava said, he judged him and killed him.  Manesseh said to Isaiah, Moses 
said,(quoting God) man may not see me and live. Exodus 33:20.  But you said, I saw the Lord seated on a 
high and lofty throne.  (6:1)  Moses said, I will let you enjoy the full count of your days.  Exodus 23:26. 
But you said, I will add 15 years to your life.  2Kings 20:6.   
Isaiah thought, hmm, no matter what I say to him, he will kill me. 
 
Isaiah was swallowed by a cedar tree.  The corner of his blue fringe, (his Talit, prayer shawl) remained 
outside.  When Mensseh reached Isaiah's mouth, he died.  He died because he had said, I live among 
people of unclean lips.  Isaiah 6:1 
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Isaiah's Perfidy :   
His name and that of Jesus  Yeshayahu, Yeshu 
 
The Misinterpretation  of 6: 4 
Woe is me, I am lost. For I am a man of unclean lips and I live among people of unclean lips 
 
Isaiah and Divergent Interpretations 
Isaiah 7:14  
Jewish 
 Assuredly the Lord will give you a sign.  The young woman (Almah Hebrew) is with child and  
 and about to give birth to a son.  Let her name him Emmanuel.  Imanu El. God is with us. 
 
Christian 
A virgin (Septuagint Greek) is about to give birth...... 
 
Isaiah 53 The Suffering Servant 
He was despised, our sickness that he was bearing.  He bore the chastisement that made us whole.  And 
by his bruises we were healed.  He was maltreated yet was submissive.  My righteous servant makes the 
many righteous.  Whereas he bore the guilt of the many and made intercession for sinners. 
 
Judaism:  The Jewish People 

Christianity:  Jesus 
 
6. Rabbi Yohanan and Origen: The Dispute Over Shir Ha Shirim.  The Song of Songs 
Ceasarea  3d Century   
All the writings are holy, but the Song of Songs is holy of holies.  Rabbi Akiva 
 
"For if we are so prepared for them in our discussions, they will not , as is their manner, scornfully laugh 
at Gentile believers for their ignorance of t he true readings as they have them." 
Origen 
 
Examples of Their Diverse Interpretations 
The Song 1:2 
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth. 
Origen:  The law is said to have been ordained by angels in the hands of a mediator.  (Galatians 3:19) 
Why the law, it was ordained by angels through an intermediary, Moses. 
The bride no longer wants the bridegroom's friends, prophets or angels to sing  to her, but longs to hear 
her spouse who now is with her to speak with his lips.  Therefore she says, let him kiss me with the 
kisses of his mouth." 
 
Yohanan in response: It was as if a king wanted to marry a woman of good and noble family.  He sent an 
envoy (Moses) to speak with her.  She replied, I am unworthy of being his handmaid. Nevertheless I 
want to hear from his own mouth.  When the envoy returned to the king, he was full of smiles. but he 
would give no clear report to the king.  The king who was very discerning said, this man is full of smiles 
which would seem to show that she wants to hear from my own mouth. " 
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The Song 1:3 
Your ointments have a delicate fragrance.  Your name is as oil poured out. 
Origen: It is entirely possible to regard this as a prophecy uttered by the bride concerning the Christ in 
the future. When our Lord and Savior will come his name will be spread abroad upon the entire face of 
the earth so that he will give forth a sweet fragrance everywhere as the Apostle said, for we are the 
aroma of Christ everywhere.  2 Corinthians 15:16 
 
Yohanan:  When the Holy One said to Abraham, get thee out of thy country and leave they father's 
house, Genesis 12:1, to what can this be compared?  To a flask of folatium that was standing in a corner 
and its fragrance was not wafted abroad.  Then someone came and moved it and its fragrance was 
everywhere. So did the Holy One say to Abraham, circulate throughout the world that all may benefit 
from your presence. 
 
The Song 1:5 - 6 
I am black and beautiful O daughters of Jerusalem.  Do not look down upon me because of darkness.  
The sun has tanned me. 
 
Origen:  The failure of the people of Israel to welcome Christ has blackened them. Conversion to 
Christianity will restore their beauty. 
 
Yochanan:  Israel says to the nations of the world.  This is what we resemble.  We are like the son of a 
king who left his palace and went to a pasture where the sun beat down upon him and darkened him.  
But when he returned home and cleansed himself, he became white again and his splendor was 
restored.  So it is with the people of Israel.  Even though the sun of idolatry may have tanned us, once 
we return to the Holy One, our purity will be restored.   
 
The Song 6: 2 
Where have you gone O fairest of women? 
 
Origen:   
God has given the children of Israel a writ of divorce on account of her sins as evidenced by the fact that 
they no longer possess the Temple and have been driven from it.  (The Babylonian Exile) 
 
Yochanan:  It is comparable to a man who became angry with his wife.  Where does he send her?  To her 
parent's house. (Babylonia) The reason for the exile conforms to common practice.  When the anger 
subsides , he fetches her back home.  So God exiled us to Babylonia until his anger subsided.  Then he 
will bring us back to our land in peace. 
See:  Reuven Kimelman :  Rabbi Yohanan and Origen On The Song Of Songs - A Third Century Jewish 
Christian Disputation.    
Harvard Theological Review Oct 1980   
See also:  H.H. Rowley: The Servant Of The Lord And Other Essays. Ch. 6: The Interpretation Of The Song 
Of Songs 
 
 
7.  The Sin Of The Golden Calf 
Christian Responses 
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By casting their gold into an image of a calf and worshipping it, the Jews revealed t heir foolish, immoral, 
impatient, stubborn,unrepentant, unbelieving murderous character and forever abandoned their claim 
to God's covenant. Furthermore the sin of the calf climaxed in the slaying of Christ and the persecution 
of subsequent generations of Christians. 
Tertullian of Carthage - The Synagogue As Fontes Persecutorum 
 
 
Rabbinic Reactions 
Self Justification 
Not until they had been given entire law could the Israelites be considered responsible for their actions.  
At Sinai, the people of Israel became like new born infants. 
Shir Hashirim Rabbah 2:3, 8:2.  Commentary On The Song of Songs 
 
Israel only sinned with the Golden Calf to provide an opening for penitents.  As it is written, may they 
always be of such mind to revere me and follow all my commandments that it may go well with them 
and with their children forever.  Deuteronomy 5:26 
BT Avodah Zara 4b 
 
Self Recrimination 
Had Israel waited for Moses and not perpetrated that act, not only would there have not been an exile, 
the Angel of Death would have had no power over them 
Exodus Rabbah 32:1 
 
When Israel stood at Sinai there were none among them who were lepers, or lame or blind or dumb or 
deaf; all these blemishes appeared once they committed the sin of the Golden Calf.  Moreover once this 
had occurred, their courage deserted them and they became fear ridden. 
Leviticus Rabbah 28:4 
Levi Smolar and Moshe Aberbach - The Golden Calf Episode In Post Biblical Literature 
Hebrew Union College Annual 1968 
  
 
8. Passover 
Judaism   
 Pasach, To Pass Over (Hebrew)  
The Haggadah The Seder Service 
The Festival of Emanicpation 
 A Polemic Contra Christianity 
Gamaliel on Pesach, Matzoh and Maror 
Whosoever has not said these three things has not fulfilled his obligation 
 
 
Christianity 
Pascha The Suffering One (Greek) 
Pesach - Agnes Dei: The lamb of God 
Matzoh - Corpus Christi: The body of the Savior 
Maror - Passio Domini: The passion of our Lord 
 
Judaism 
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Yahatz - The Breaking of  the Three Matzot 
Judaism 
The Bread of Affliction 
 
Christianity 
The broken body of Jesus 
 
The Afikomen 
Judaism 
Dessert, savoring the final taste of the Matzoh 
 
Christianity 
The One Who Will Come 
 
Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
John 1:29 
   
For Christ our paschal lamb has been sacrificed.  Let us therefore celebrate the festival  not with the old 
leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.   
I Corinthians 5: 7-8 
 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus saying, where will you have us 
prepare for you to eat the Passover?  He said to them, go into the city to such a one and say to him,  the 
Teacher says my time is at hand.  I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Jesus directed them and they prepared the Passover.... 
 
When it was evening he sat at table with the twelve disciples.  As they were eating Jesus took bread and 
blessed it and broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, take, eat. This is my body.  And he took a cup 
and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, drink of it, all of you for this is my blood of the 
covenant...  
Matthew 26: 17 - 26 
Do this (the above) in remembrance of me. 
I Corinthians 11: 23 - 25 
 
The Quartodeciman Heresy 
 14th of Nisan 
Leviticus 23: 1 - 5 
The Lord spoke to Moses saying, these are my fixed times which you shall proclaim as sacred 
occasions....In the first month on the 14th day of the month, at twilight, there shall be a Passover 
offering to the Lord and on the 15th day of that month the Lord's feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 
 
The Emergence of Easter Sunday Council of Nicea 325.  It  seemed unsuitable that we should celebrate  
"It seemed unsuitable that we should celebrate this festival following the custom of the Jews." 
Passover and Easter:  Eds Paul F Bradshaw and Lawrence A Hoffman 
 
 
9. Birkat Minim 
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 The Malediction Regarding Minut, Heresy 
Ve la malshinim al tehi tivkvah.... 
As for the slanderers may their hopes come to naught and let all wickedness perish.   Do thou uproot the  
dominion of arrogance. Crush it and subdue it. Blessed art  thou O Lord who breakest the power of your 
enemies and brings low the arrogant. 
   
 
Tanhuma: 
Our Rabbis taught, one who passes before the Ark and errs in any or all of the blessings, we do not make 
him repeat the prayer.  But if he errs in the Birkat Minim we make him repeat and recite it against his 
will.  And why do we make him repeat it?  We are concerned lest he is a min, and if he has some aspect 
of Minut, he will curse himself and the congregation will answer Amen. 
 
Who are the Minim? 
Non believers 
Sadducees 
Jewish Christians 
Fearers Of Heaven 
Samaritans 
Believing Jews possibly sympathetic to or curious about the new faith 
Gnostics 
Followers of Other Mystery Cults 
See:  Ruth Langer - Cursing The Christians A History Of Birkat Minim 
 
A Talmudic Incident Relating To Minut 
BT Avodah Zara 16b - 17a 
Our Rabbis taught, when Rabbi Eliezer was arrested because of Minut, heresy,  they brought him before 
the Tribune to be judged.  The Roman judge said to him how can a sage of your reputation occupy 
yourself with such idle things?  He replied, you are right. The judge thought that he referred to him but 
in reality he was referring to his Father in Heaven.  The judge said, because you have acknowledged me 
as correct you are hereby pardoned.   
 
When he came home, his disciples came to console him but he would not accept any consolation.  Akiva 
said to him, Master will you allow me to say one thing based upon what you have taught me? (Namely 
that God punishes someone measure for measure. ) Say it, he replied.  Perhaps some teaching from 
 these heresies was transmitted to you and you found nothing wrong with it and it was for that reason 
that you were arrested.  
 
 Eliezer exclaimed, Akiva, you just reminded me, I was once walking in the upper market of Sepphoris 
when I bumped into one of the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, Jacob of Kfar Sekariah by name who said 
to me:  It is written in your Torah, you shall not bring the hire of a harlot or the exchange for a dog into 
the House of the Lord your God for any vow, for they are both an abomination to the Eternal. 
Deuteronomy 23:19  To which I made no reply, but he continued. 
 
Thus was I taught by Jesus of Nazareth.  For the hire of a harlot hath she gathered them and unto the 
hire of harlot shall they return.  They came from a place of filth.  Let them go to a place of filth.  These 
words pleased me very much (I found them to be intellectually challenging and worthy of discussion) 
and that is why I was arrested for apostasy. It is forbidden to even engage in this kind of discussion For 
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thereby I transgressed the scriptural words, remove thy way from her, which refers to Minut and come 
not nigh to the door of her house which refers to the ruling power. Proverbs 5:8.  There are some who 
apply these words to both.  
 
 
10.  And The Older Shall Serve The Younger  Et Major Serviet Minori 
Judaism 
 Esau, Rome, Christianity 
Genesis 25: 21 - 26 
Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of his wife because she was barren and the Lord responded to his 
plea and his wife Rebecca conceived.  But the children struggled in her womb and she said, if so, why do 
I exist?  She went to inquire of the Lord and the Lord answered her:  Two nations are in your womb, two 
peoples apart while still in your body.  One people shall be mightier than the other and the older shall 
serve the younger.  When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first 
emerged red (admoni kulo) like a hairy mantle.  So they named him Esau.  Then his brother emerged 
holding the heel of Esau. Veyado ochezet BA AKEV Esav. So they named him Jacob.  Yaakov. 
Christianity 
 Romans 9:6-13 
For not all who are descendants of Israel belong to Israel and not all are children of Abraham because 
they are his descendants.  This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God 
but the children of the promise are reckoned as descendants....When Rebecca had conceived children 
by one man our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born, in order that God's purpose of election 
might continue, not because of works but because of His call, she was told, the elder shall serve the 
younger. As it is written:  Esau is Jacob's brother.  Yet I have accepted Jacob and rejected Esau. 
   
 Tertullian 
Gentiles have now not only been admitted to God's grace but have replaced those born as Jews.  The 
covenant with Judaism no longer exits. 
 
Ambrose of Milan  
Jacob received his brother's clothing because he excelled Esau in wisdom.  Rebecca presented this 
clothing as symbol of the Church.  She gave Jacob the clothing of the Old Testament, the prophetic and 
priestly clothing, the royal Davidic clothing and the clothing of King Solomon and Ezekiel.  She gave it to  
the Christian people who would know how t o use all of this since the Jewish people had kept them 
without using them since they were never clear as to what constituted the proper adornments.  On the 
other hand, Christians put them precisely as they should be worn. 
See Geoffrey Dunn:  Tertullian And Rebecca - Rereading of An Ancient Jewish Argument In Early 
Christian Literature 
Vigiliae Christianae 1998   
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