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                                              Peter, Paul And Mary Revisited 

                    The Jewish Roots Of Christianity - Adoption, Adaptation, Rejection 

Session 3 
Yeshu Ha Notzri   
Jesus of Nazareth, Teacher, Prophet, Son of God, Savior 4BCE - 30CE 

Portraits Of The Jewish Jesus Mark 12:28 - 31 
And one of the scribes.... came up and asked him which commandment is the first of all.  Jesus 

answered, Hear O Israel the Lord Our God, the Lord is One.  And you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  The second is, you shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these. 

Matthew 5:17 
Jesus said, think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets. I have come not to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.  
 
 
Portrait Of The Christ 
Acts 11:25 -26 
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul and when he had found him they went to Antioch...And in 
Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians. 
Christos (Greek) Mashiach (Hebrew) Anointed One (English) 
 
 
On The Meaning Of Mashiach In Judaism 
"Any notion of a messianic belief or idea in ancient Judaism presupposes that Messiah, Mashiach was a 
focal and evocative category for ancient Jews.  But a review of early Israelite and Judaic literature.... 
makes such a conclusion dubious at best.... 
Wm Scott Green: Judaism's and Their Messiahs At The Turn Of The Christian Era eds. Jacob Neusner, 
William S Green, Ernest Frerichs 
 
 
Mashiach in Biblical Pre-Rabbinic Judaism 
Examples 
The High Priest 
Kings of Israel 
Cyrus of Persia 
The Unique Role of the Davidic House 
 
2 Samuel 7: 12 - 16 
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"The Lord declares that He will establish a House for you.  When your days are done and you lie with 
your fathers I will raise your offspring after you.... I will establish his throne forever.  Your house and 
your kingship shall ever be secure before you.... 
The Offspring of David.  A Mortal Deliverer. 
See The Gospel of Matthew 
 
Tradtl Jewish Prayer Book Daily 
Blessed are you, God of Abraham, God of Isaac and God of Jacob.... who will provide a redeemer to their 
children and children's children...? 
Speedily cause the offspring of David (Mashiach ben David) your servant to flourish and let his horn be 
exalted by your salvation.  Blessed are you O Lord who causest the horn of salvation to flourish. 
 
 
The Diversity Of Believers in Christ At The End Of The 1st Century CE 
Jewish Christians and Gentile converts who observed all of Jewish law including circumcision and the 
maintenance of the dietary laws. Originating in Jerusalem with adherents in Galatia and Phillipia. 
 
Jewish Christians and Gentile converts for whom circumcision and dietary obedience were voluntary but 
did require observance of some laws of purity such as not eating of blood.  Originating in Jerusalem and 
associated with Peter and James.  Adherents in Antioch, Rome and other areas of Asia Minor. 
 
Jewish Christians and Gentile converts where the latter were absolved from adherence to Jewish legal 
norms although Jewish Christians were expected to honor them.  Antioch and other communities. 
 
Jewish Christians and Gentile converts all of whom accepted the total abrogation of Jewish law and 
practice. 
See Raymond Brown:  Not Jewish Christianity and Gentile Christianity But Types of Jewish-Gentile 
Christianity 
Catholic Biblical Quarterly 1983 
 
 
Sonship In Biblical and Rabbinic Texts and Multiple Powers in Heaven 
A Review 
Psalm 2:7 
The Lord said to me, you are my son, I have fathered you this day 
 
Exodus 4:22 - 23 
Thus says the Lord, Israel is my first-born son, I have said to you let my people go that he may worship 
me.... 
 
The Divinity of Jacob 
Psalm 135:4  
For God has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as His treasured possession 
 
 
BT Sanhedrin 38a 
R. Yochanan taught, the Holy One does not do anything until he consults the Heavenly court as it is 
written:  "Thrones were set in place and the Ancient of Days took His seat....Thousands upon thousands 
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served him....the Court sat and the books were opened...."   Others asked, t his is understood but why 
are there two thrones?   One was fashioned for God and the other for David.  
 
 This is the opinion of Akiva.  Yose said to him, how long will you make the divine presence profane?  
Akiva answered, one is for administering justice and the other for dispensing charity.  Rabbi Eliezer said 
to Akiva, You have no idea what you are talking about, stick to things you are qualified to address.  It is 
clear that the two refer to the Divine throne and the stool upon which to rest His feet..... 
 
 
 
Christian Proof Texts Derived From Judaism That Jesus Is Foretold Messiah and Son Of God  
Genesis 1:1 
Bereishit Bara Elohim Et Hashamyim Ve' et Haaretz  
When God began to create the heaven and the earth 
Bereishit Rabbah on Genesis 1:1 
By means of wisdom the Lord created the heavens and the earth.  When God created the world he used 
the Torah as his architectural blueprint. 
 
Christianity 
Berishit  Bara Elohim:John 1: 1- 3 
In the beginning the son of God (Bar son in Aramaic) was created. 
 
Judaism 
Philo of Alexandria 1st Century BCE 
God is one but he has around him numberless powers....Chief among them is the word (Torah- Dvar 
Adonoy word of God) Logos (Greek)... 
 
 
John 1:1 
In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God 
John 1: 14 
And the word (Logos) became flesh and dwelt among us....as the only son from the father. 
 
 
Visible Manifestations Of The Divine In Judaism 
Pesikta Rabbati 21 
Deuteronomy 5: 1 - 4 
Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them, face to face the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. 
 
 
Tanhuma Ha azinu 
The Lord made a covenant with us at Horeb.  It was not with our fathers, but with us, the living, 
everyone of us who is here today. Face to face the Lord spoke to you on the mountain out of the fire... 
In many images He appeared to them.  To one he appeared to be standing.  To another sitting.  To one 
He appeared as a youth, to another as an old man.  How is this possible?  When the Holy One was 
revealed  at the Red Sea to battle for His children and to punish t he Egyptians he appeared as a youth. 
When the Holy One was revealed at  Mt Sinai to give the Torah, He appeared as an elder. 
 



 

4 
 

I Chronicles 16:11 
Why is it written, seek out his countenance continually?    This is to teach you that the Holy One Blessed 
be He a times is seen and at times not seen; at times hears and at times does not want to hear; at times 
is found and at times not found; at times is close and at times is not close. How can this be?  He as seen 
by Moses, as it is written, the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, Exodus 33:11.  Afterwards He was 
hidden from him as it is written, show me your glory.  v. 18.  And similarly, He was seen by Israel at Sinai 
as it says, and they saw the God of Israel. Exodus 24:10.  And though He appeared as a consuming fire 
on Sinai, v. 17, later he was hidden from them.  Deuteronomy 4:12 
 
 
The Incarnation 
Mark 1: 9 - 11 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And when he came up 
out of the water, immediately he saw t he heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a 
dove and a voice came from heaven - Thou art my beloved son; with Thee I am well pleased. 
 
Phillipians 2:5 - 9 
Have this in mind among yourselves which you have in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of 
God did not count equality with God....but emptied himself (kenosis) taking the form of a servant being 
born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death even death on a cross.  
  
The Council of Nicea 325CE 
The Council of Chalcedon 451 CE 
We all with one voice teach that it should be confessed that our Lord Jesus Christ is one and same Son.  
The same perfect in Godhead, the same perfect in manhood, truly God and truly man....in all things like 
unto us, in sin only excepted.....Begotten by the Father .....And of Mary the virgin Theotokos  as to his 
manhood....Two natures which exist without confusion....the properties of each being preserved.  The 
Divine logos.... 
 
On The Mystery of Jesus 
Matthew 11:27 
All things have been delivered to me by my father.  No one knows the son except the father and no one 
knows the father except the son and anyone to whom the son chooses to reveal him. 
 Adela Yarboro Collins : Messianic  Secrets In The Gospel of Mark, The Hellenistic Mystery Religions  And 
Magic 
 
Mark 1:21 
 And they went to Capernaum Kfar Nachum and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue 
and taught.  And they were astonished at his teaching.  And there was in the synagogue  a man with an 
unclean spirit.  He cried out, what have you to do with us Jesus of Nazareth?  I know who you are, you 
are the holy one of God.  Jesus rebuked him saying, be silent. 
 
 
Mark 8:27 
And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea and on the way he asked his disciples, 
who do men say that I am?  And they told him, John the Baptist and others say Elijah and others, one of 
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the prophets.  He asked them, but who do you say that I am?  Peter answered him, you are the Christ.  
And he charged them to tell no one about him. 
 
 
Circumcision as Mysterion 
The Paschal sacrifice as mysterion Greek 
Israel's possession of the Mishnah as mysterion par excellence. 
Moses wanted to write down everything God had told him.  However God foresaw the time when the 
written Torah would be translated into Greek (The Septuagint) and when in possession of the Greek 
version the nations of the world would say that they were the true Israel and deny the title to those who 
were the true recipients.  He therefore permitted only the writing down of the Torah only. 
Exodus Rabbah 19:6 
Jacob Petuchowski - Judaism As Mystery: The Hidden Agenda 
Hebrew Union College Annual 1981 
 
 The Mystery Of The Suffering Servant.  Person or Nation? 
Isaiah 53: 3- 4 
He was despised by men.  A man of suffering familiar with disease.  As one who hid his face from us he 
was despised.  We held him of no account.  
 
 
 
On the Jewish Origins Of The Eucharist  
Birkat Hamazon: Rabotai Nevorech....Let us bless and praise the Lord 
Boruch Eloheinu Shebaranu Likhvodo Uvetuvoh Hayinu.  Blessed is our God in whose glory we were 
created and through whose goodness we live. 
 
JL Teicher Ancient Eucharistic Prayers In Hebrew 
Jewish Quarterly Review Oct 1963 
Thou O Lord Almighty has created all things for the sake of your name.  You have given food and drink to 
the children of men for enjoyment.  But to us you have granted spiritual food and drink for eternal life 
through Jesus’ you servant.  For all these things we thankfully praise you.... 
 
Eric Werner The Eucharist in Hebrew Literature During The Apostolic And Post Apostolic Epoch 
Eucharist = Blessing, to be grateful. Hebrew, Beracha 
Do this in remembrance of me. Jesus in I Corinthians 11: 24 - 25 
 
  
Iraneous  2d Century CE 
For as bread from the earth, receiving the invocation from God is no longer common bread but a 
Eucharist composed of two things, both an earthly and heavenly one. 
 
Fermentum:A particle of the Eucharistic bread sent from one bishop or one church to be mixed in the 
chalice of the other. 
Blessed be Thou Lord God of all creation because we have this bread to offer which earth has given and 
human hands have made.... 
See Monica Hellwig In Response to Eric Werner 
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On The Resurrection 
John: 11: 25 
Jesus said to her, (to Martha sister of Mary) I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me 
though he die, yet shall he live and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. 
 
 
Jewish Precedents 
Traditional Prayer book 
Veneeman Ata Le hachayot meitim 
Truly you will bring life to those who have died 
Boruch Ata Adonoy Mechayai Meitim 
Blessed are you O Lord who resurrects the dead 
 
Yigdal:  Metim yehayel El brov hasdo.... 
God will resurrect the dead by virtue of His great kindness 
Maimonides: Thirteen Principles of Faith 
 
Ethics of the Fathers 4:21 - 2 
The world is like a vestibule before the world to come.  Prepare yourself in the vestibule so that you may 
enter the banquet hall.  He used to say, one hour of satisfaction in the world to come is better than a 
whole life of t his world. 
 
Mishnah Sanhedrin 10: 1 
These are they who have no share in the world to come.... He that says there is no  resurrection of the 
dead...... 
 
 
On The Crucifixion 
The Precedent of Isaac 
Genesis 22: 1 - 3 
God tested Abraham.  He said to him, Abraham, Abraham .... take your son, your only son, Isaac whom 
you love and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights 
which I shall show you. 
 
Pesikta de Rav Kahana Zot Habraha 
By the merit of Isaac who offered himself upon the altar, the Holy One will in the future resurrect the 
dead. 
 
Philo  - Biblical Antiquities 
The son (Isaac) said to the father, have I not been born into the world to be offered as a sacrifice to him 
who made me?  Now my blessing will be above that of all men...and through me people will understand 
that the Lord has made the soul of a man worthy to be a sacrifice  
See Jon Levenson- The Death And Resurrection Of The Beloved Son 
Peter Schaefer -The Jewish Jesus How Judaism and Christianity Shaped Each Other 
 
 
On Hannah And Her Seven Sons 
4 Maccabees 
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Courage brother, said one. And another recalling the past said, remember.... Father Isaac gave himself 
to be sacrificed for piety’s sake. 
 
 
On The Crucifixion In The New Testament 
The Narratives Of The Passion In The Synoptics 
Implications 
 I Corinthians 1:22 -23 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles. 
 
 
I Corinthians 15 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.  That he was buried and was raised on the 
third day and that he appeared to Cephus and then to the twelve. 
 
John 1:29 
Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
 
 
In Conclusion 
James G Dunn 
If Christ was incarnated in a physical life, we must take that life seriously.  This is the life which God 
chose to incarnate and that life was Jewish.  Thus, the incarnation can function as a means of enhancing 
mutual understanding and respect.  It can serve as a corrective to the negative application of  the idea of 
the incarnation in Jewish - Christian Relations 
 
Paul Van Buren 
"Although the Church has not always seemed to be aware of it, the fact remains that whenever the story 
of Jesus is told, the church will be led back into the story of Israel, which Jesus is t old of as having 
regarded as his own." 
Alice Ogden Bellis and Joel Kaminsky eds.: Jews, Christians And The Theology Of Hebrew Scriptures 
 
Maurice Eisendrath 
Were Jesus to enter a church he would not be welcome, this Jew, bearded, wearing old clothes. Were he 
to seek refuge in the synagogue where he once learned the exalted Judaic teachings from his rabbinic 
masters he would be scorned by the Orthodox...while in Reform Temples his hatred of all injustice and 
greed...would brand him as a troublemaker and he would be driven from its capitalistic gates? 
Sanford Seltzer: Reform Rabbis And Jesus A Reassessment 
 Journal Of Reform Judaism Spring and Summer 2002  
 
 
 
 
 


