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Join us as we honor Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy’s 25 years of  dedication along with her life 
achievements. We plan to do this with an afternoon filled with live music entertainment! 

Shir Hadash’s lineup features performances by talented 
congregation members and other special guests.

Join us as we honor Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy’s 25 years of  dedication along with her life 
achievements. We plan to do this with an afternoon filled with live music entertainment! 

Shir Hadash’s lineup features performances by talented 
congregation members and other special guests.

Cantor devorah Felder-Levy — In Your Words
Who better to tell our Cantor’s story than those who have 
experienced it along with her? Let’s start at the beginning:

One thing I remember is that when we interviewed 
the Cantor, we were in the process of constructing the 
building, so the Temple’s piano was at [a congregant’s] 
house. We gathered there to hear her.
I also remember the committee being so impressed by her 
real enthusiasm for teaching Bar and Bat Mitzvah students, 
which was not found among all of our candidates. And 
that enthusiasm has endured as she has taught hundreds 
of our students, developing warm and supportive 
relationships with them.

—Rabbi Aron

Devorah brings so much life and joy to the synagogue. 
She is an amazing musician, spiritual leader, and teacher. 
I’ll never forget how nervous I was for my Bat Mitzvah, but 
Devorah put me at ease from day one. Pulling out her pack 
of highlighters to mark up my Torah portion with ease. If I 
recall correctly, we were one of the first classes she tutored 
and prepared for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs in 1998. After my Bat 
Mitzvah, Devorah knew I had a great interest in music, and 
after my Bat Mitzvah, she recruited me to join the choir. My 
best memories at Shir Hadash are from singing with the 
choir. Mazel Tov, Devorah, on 25 years!

—Lindsey Kiner

During the last 26 years, the Cantor has done a number 
of things to help me hone my “chops.” I have been 
her partner in crime, introducing new music. With her 
encouragement, together we have tried many things, 
all of which have been a thrill: created the Friday-Night 
Live band, arrangements of new music specifically for 
our choir, attending ACC-GTM (American Conference of 
Cantors, Guild of Temple Musicians) conferences, and 
joining in song with her and my guitar leading services.

—Mark Allen

Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy’s almost-26-year tenure 
with Shir  Hadash has seen and taken part in most of 
the comings and goings that have taken place in our 
community. Of the many experiences that have really 
touched her, one that stands out is  being able to officiate 
at weddings for the same members she’s seen through 
bar and bat mitzvahs. “There’s something really cool 
about that,” she said, “and I feel blessed to be able to 
do that.”

Please join us at 3:00 pm on May 22, when the entire 
community will celebrate Cantor Devorah’s first 26 years.

https://www.shirhadash.org
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“The idea of the 
Women’s seder 
is to celebrate 
the heroism 
of the women 
found in the 
Exodus story…”

FROM CANTOR DEVORAH FELDER-LEVY

Women’s Seder
In the words of longtime Jewish feminist 
Francine Klagsbrun, “Women’s seders have 
become a phenomenon of our time…From 
New York to Nebraska, from Berlin to IN THIS ISSUE

The Seder’s Meaning 
Revealed 3

April Services 3

Festival of Passover 
Morning Service 3

Congregational 
Seder 3

Passover Yizkor & 
Healing Service 3

Kulanu Happy Hour & 
Havdalah 4

The Rabbis’ 
Remaking of 
Passover 4

Women’s Seder 4

Abrahamic Alliance 
International 4

Katharine Graham 5

Earth Day Shabbat 
Service 5

Thinking About 
Good & Evil 5

Happy Hour & 
Havdalah 5

Electric Induction 
Cooktop 6

Roaring 2020s 
Speakeasy Gala 7

Calendar 7

London, thousands of Jewish women 
throughout the world celebrate the 
Passover holiday every year with an 
evening of ceremony 
and remembrance led 
by women for women.”

Our last Women’s 
seder sponsored by the 
Sisterhood-Women of 
Shir Hadash was in 2018. 
The idea of the Women’s 
seder is to celebrate the 
heroism of the women 
found in the Exodus 
story, but not found in 
our Haggadahs. Women, 
such as Yocheved 
(Moses’ mother), Miriam, 
Shifrah, and Puah, played a pivotal role.

Rabbi Susan P. Fendrick says, “If it 
were simply the need for feminist 
critique that motivated the emergence 
and persistence of women’s seders, 
dayeinu—that would be enough. But 
there is more: The Passover story is, at its 

core, one of freedom from oppression, 
from the expectation that one group of 
people will be subservient to another. 

It is fundamentally a 
story of liberation—a 
story the telling of which 
feminists not only critique, 
as above, but also 
embrace, as elemental 
to our own journey as 
Jewish feminists.”

Join us as we continue 
the legacy that occurs 
all over the world and 
mark our place within 
it. Our Women’s Seder 
will be on Sunday, April 
10, from 2 to 5 pm in the 

sanctuary. The Seder is sponsored by 
the Sisterhood-Women of Shir Hadash 
and the cost is $10 for members and $15 
for non-members. Please register on the 
temple website.
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April Services
FRI 

1
 7:00 pm Shabbat B’Yachad (Together)—Outside

SAT 

2
 10:30 am Bat Mitzvah of Ryan Cavanaugh

FRI 

8
 7:30 pm Shabbat Service— 

In Person & Live Stream

SAT 

9
 10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Andrew Vinckier

SAT 

16
 10:30 am Festival of Passover Morning Service

FRI 

22
 6:30 pm Passover Yizkor & Healing Service
 7:30 pm Shabbat Service

SAT 

23
 10:30 am Earth Day Shabbat Service, 

Followed by Kiddush Lunch

WED 

27
 7:00 pm Yom HaShoah Service at Beth David

FRI 

29
 7:30 pm Shabbat Service

SAT 

30
 10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Brandon Kessel

 Live via Zoom. Sign up at shirhadash.org/calendar.
 Live-stream on Shir Hadash TV at shirhadash.org/live.

PASSOVER

Hidden in the Haggadah:  
The Seder’s Meaning revealed
Tuesday, April 5, 11:00 am
A presentation by Aviv Matzkin, Jewish Studies Teacher, 
Hausner Jewish Day School.

Though the Pesach evening ceremony 
and meal are called “order” (seder), 
the steps of the service and the text 
of the Haggadah seem haphazard 

and disjointed. If you’d like to know the secret narrative 
running through the Haggadah, if you’d like to understand 
the hidden structure to the 15 steps of the seder, if you’re 
ready to impress your family and friends by revealing 
the meaning of every detail in the Haggadah, join us for 
a close reading that will have you repeatedly slapping 
your forehead and saying, “How did I not notice this 
before?!” Additionally, Rabbi Chaim, co-owner (with his 
wife) of Afikomen Jewish bookstore in Berkeley, will give 
explanations about the variety of Haggadahs you might 
use at your Seder, some of which are on display on the 
Traditions cart in the APJCC lobby.

For more information, contact Maya Tripp at 
mayat@jvalley.org. Please register at: bit.ly/3iNgMRN.

Passover Morning Service
Saturday, April 16, 10:30 am 
Sanctuary & Live-stream
Join Rabbi Schwartz and Cantor Felder-Levy, with Haftarah 
reader Pia Chamberlain, and a d’rash by Jessica Jessen.

Congregational Seder
Saturday, April 16, 5:00–8:30 pm 
Sanctuary & Live-stream
Join your Shir Hadash family and celebrate the second 
night of Passover! Rabbi Schwartz and Cantor Felder-Levy 
will lead the community in an interactive, family-friendly 
seder as we journey from slavery to freedom. Families 
of all ages are welcome, however, RSVP is required by 
April 8 to ensure there is enough food for everyone. We 
must limit in-person attendance to 100 people, but our 
seder will also be live-streamed and you can join from the 
comfort of your home!

passover Yizkor &  
Healing Service
Friday, April 22, 6:30–7:15 pm 
Sanctuary & Live-stream
Join Rabbi Gottlieb and Cantor Felder-Levy as they 
conclude the holiday of Pesach and provide an 
opportunity to remember loved ones who are no longer 
with us. Followed by Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm.

https://www.shirhadash.org/calendar
https://www.shirhadash.org/live
mailto:mayat%40jvalley.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/3iNgMRN
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Kulanu Happy Hour & Havdalah
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 pm 
Shir Hadash Patio
Calling all new members spanning the last two years, 
along with Kulanu parents! We invite you to celebrate 
Havdalah with us at a Happy Hour & Havdalah, from 7:30 
to 9:00 pm.

This is a perfect opportunity to connect with others and 
to enjoy some wine and dessert as we say “goodbye” to 
Shabbat and start a new week.

Cantor Felder-Levy will teach some of the most common 
melodies used at our prayer services. Meet more of 
our congregational leaders, and hear the latest with 
Congregation Shir Hadash. If you haven’t yet had the 
opportunity to experience Havdalah with us, we highly 
encourage you to attend this special ceremony, then stay 
and socialize with wine and light snacks.

Innovation and Inclusion: 
The rabbis’ remaking of 
passover
Sunday, April 10, 9:00 am

With the destruction of the 
Jerusalem Temple, the central 
ritual of Passover—the offering 
of the paschal sacrifice—became 
impossible. Recognizing the 
centrality of the Passover story to 
the Jewish people, the early rabbis 
created a new, home-based ritual: 
the Passover Seder. This celebration 
shifted the observance of Passover 
from Temple to home, and in so 

doing, gave everyone in the community an expanded 
role in Passover.

Join Rabbi Schwartz as we view a recent session led 
by Rabbi Dvora Weisberg, Ph.D., the Rabbi Aaron D. 
Panken Professor of Rabbinics, and Director of School of 
Rabbinical Studies at HUC-JIR’s Skirball Campus in Los 
Angeles. Following viewing this session, we will take time 
for reflection and discussion.

Shir Hadash Women’s Seder
Sunday, April 10, 2:00–5:00 pm 
Shir Hadash Sanctuary
“Because of the merit of the righteous women of that 
generation, Israel was redeemed from Egypt.” (Sotah 116).

It has been several years since we have come together 
as women to celebrate the role that women play in the 
Passover story. Join with our Sisterhood—Women of Shir 
Hadash in the sanctuary as we reconnect and rejoice in 
being able to be with one another again. 

Note: We ask you to bring a salad, side dish (like fruit) or 
a dessert for eight to 10. Mothers and daughters, sisters, 
girlfriends, and all women are welcome.

MITZVAH DAYS

Abrahamic Alliance 
International
Sunday, April 10, 2:00–5:00 pm 
Shir Hadash—Outdoors
Here is another Mitzvah Days opportunity! Help us 
assemble hygiene kits for unhoused neighbors on Sunday, 
April 10. Neighbors who live outside remain in desperate 
need of hygiene kits to keep themselves and others 
healthy during this pandemic. Unite with Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims to assemble hygiene supplies into kits. The 
event will be outdoors and socially distanced. The age 
requirement is 12+ to volunteer. Proof of vaccination (or 
a negative PCR or Antigen test) is required. Masks are 
optional outdoors for those fully vaccinated, and required 
for all others. All volunteers must pre-register online 
before arrival. You can register at bit.ly/3Dr6u3l.

https://bit.ly/3Dr6u3l


C O N G r E G A T I O N  S H I r  H A d A S H  A p r I L  2 0 2 2  E - N O T E S  |  5

LUNCH & LEARN

Cover Story: 
Katharine Graham, CEO
Tuesday, April 12, 11:30 am
Join us for a virtual presentation from the New 
York Historical Society.

Native New Yorker Katharine 
Meyer Graham (1917–2001) 
never expected to become 
the president, publisher, 
and CEO of the Washington 
Post, but she thrived in that 
position—and even helped 
end a war and a corrupt U.S. 
presidency by revealing 
the Pentagon Papers and 

Watergate to an outraged public. On display in 
the Joyce B. Cowin Women’s History Gallery, this 
exhibition examines a transformative period in 
Graham’s life, as her devotion to the Post helped 
her grow from a self-effacing widow into an 
authoritative, decisive media executive. 

It was this new Katharine Graham—already one 
of the most important women in America—whom 
Truman Capote honored with a spectacular Black 
and White masquerade ball at the Plaza Hotel in 
1966. Graham’s evening gown and mask, Capote’s 
tuxedo, and designer gowns worn by famous 
guests like Aileen Mehle and Brooke Astor bring 
the “Party of the Century” to life and illustrate how 
Graham’s contact with new networks of power 
and celebrity helped consolidate her influence in 
journalism.

Earth day Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 23, 10:30 am 
Shir Hadash & Live Streamed
We will create a uniquely spirited and heartfelt atmosphere 
blending traditional prayers and music with a relevant 
commentary on climate change. Service will be followed by a 
vegetarian lunch. Please RSVP for lunch no later than April 18.

ADULT EDUCATION

Thinking About Good & Evil
Monday, April 25, 7:00 pm
(Part 3 of 3) The concept of “theodicy,” or why a just God would 
permit evil in the world, became the forefront of conversations 
among scholars and rabbis after the atrocities of the Holocaust. 
Looking at philosopher-theologians such as Elie Wiesel, Emil 
Fackenheim, Eliezer Berkovits, and Richard Rubenstein, we 
will grapple with the question of “Where was God during the 
Holocaust?” Led by Rabbi Schwartz, we will analyze how the 
radical evils of the Holocaust influenced how we, as Jews, relate 
to God today.

Happy Hour & Havdalah
Saturday, May 14, 6:00 pm 
Shir Hadash Patio
Summer is coming! Bring the whole family and join us for a 
“Happy Hour & Havdalah” on May 14. We will have a taco truck 
for all to enjoy, and then SALTY babysitting our kiddos so we 
can enjoy adult drinks and shmooze! The event is free (with a 
$10 babysitting fee per child). Join us to welcome a new week 
and a new season! We can’t wait to see you.
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SHIR SUSTAINABILITY

Checkout the Electric Induction Cooktop— 
Sustainability & Efficiency
By Joel Zizmor

Local cities, the county, state and nation are 
transitioning to clean electric energy. Most of 
our cities require replacing gas stoves with 
electric when remodeling or building new 

to reduce energy use and limit indoor pollution issues 
from gas stoves. Shir Hadash has a two-burner induction 
cooktop with a cookbook, and a pot and pan for you to 
borrow and use. Check it out and see why people are 
changing to induction.

We have been members of Shir Hadash for three years 
and members of the induction cooking fraternity for 
over six years. We have personally owned a full-sized 
GE induction cooktop for about six years. For those 
interested in environmental efficiency and sustainability, 
please let me explain the meaning of induction heating 
and its benefits. 

An induction cooktop uses electromagnetic fields 
(magnetism) to heat suitable cookware. The magnetic 
coils are below the glass or ceramic cooktop. The 
induction cooktop looks like any other electric cooktop 
but it has the following benefits:

• The elements do not throw off any direct heat. 
You can place a paper or cloth towel beneath 
the pot if you wish. It is far safer for children or 
careless adults.

• Any pot or pan that holds a magnet is suitable.
• Look for the term induction capable and/or an 

induction symbol on the package or pot itself.
• Induction cooktops are common in Europe and 

throughout the world partially because they do not 
heat up smaller kitchens. Almost all cooking demos 
done on TV use induction cooktops.

• Induction cooktops boil water in a fraction 
of the time it takes gas and other electric 
heating elements. And, heating control is 
exceptionally precise.

• Our decision to buy an indication cooktop reflects 
our desire to merge our efficient electric plan 
through San Jose Clean Energy while avoiding the 
large cost of pulling a costly gas line from the front 
to the back of our home. 

Consumer Reports can verify the performance as these 
cooktops are the highest rated of all three types. Induction 
cooktops are far more efficient. If your electric utility plan 
relies on environmentally friendly sources, induction 
cooking is even more desirable.

Induction cooktops are sold by all the major appliance 
brands: GE, Bosch, Samsung, LG, etc., and they are priced 
competitively with other cooktops. They come in standard 
cooktop sizes—30 and 36 inches.

For information on health and cooking with gas, read: 

nytimes.com/2022/03/11/dining/induction-cooking.
html

scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/03/06/use-your-range-
hood-for-a-healthier-home-advises-indoor-air-quality-
researcher

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/11/dining/induction-cooking.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/11/dining/induction-cooking.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/03/06/use-your-range-hood-for-a-healthier-home-advises-indoor-ai
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/03/06/use-your-range-hood-for-a-healthier-home-advises-indoor-ai
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/03/06/use-your-range-hood-for-a-healthier-home-advises-indoor-ai


Saturday, August 13, 6:30–9:30 pm
Our annual Gala is “roaring” back to life as a 1920s speakeasy extravaganza. We’ll 
blend 1920s frivolity with 2020s health precautions to bring you back in time for 
one humdinger of a night this August.

Stay tuned for more details!

CALLING ALL FLAPPERS, GANGSTERS & SUFFRAGETTES!
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Please visit www.shirhadash.org for the full calendar.

 2rOSH CHOdESH NISAN
Shabbat Tazria
CANCELED: Shir Shabbat, Jr.
 9:00a Torah Study
 10:30 Bat Mitzvah of Ryan Cavanaugh

 1

 7:00p Shabbat B’Yachad (Together)

 3
No Kulanu Learning
No Kulanu Hebrew Sun.

 10:00 Men’s Club Board Meeting

 5:00 Interfaith Unity Passover Seder

 4  5
No Kulanu Hebrew Tues.
No Confirmation
No Kulanu JET

 7:00p Intro to Judaism

 6
 10:30a Meditation Group

 7  8

 7:30p Shabbat Service— 
In Person & Live Stream

 9
Shabbat M’tzora
 9:00a Torah Study
 10:30 Bar Mitzvah of Andrew Vinckier

 7:30p Kulanu Happy Hour & Havdalah

 10
No Kulanu Learning
No Kulanu Hebrew Sun.

 9:00a Innovation and Inclusion: The 
Rabbis’ Remaking of Passover 

 2:00p Women’s Seder
 2:00 Hygiene Kit Assembly

 11  12
No Kulanu Hebrew Tues.
No Confirmation
No Kulanu JET

 11:30a Lunch & Learn

 7:30p Choir Rehearsal

 13
 10:30a Meditation Group

 7:30p Adult Ed Committee Meeting

 14  15
Temple Office Closes at 2:00 pm

FIrST NIGHT OF pASSOVEr

 17pASSOVEr
No Kulanu Learning
No Kulanu Hebrew Sun.

 11:00a SHOC Meeting

 18pASSOVEr  19pASSOVEr

 3:45p Kulanu Hebrew Tues.
 6:30 Kulanu JET
 6:30 Confirmation
 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
 7:30 Finance Committee Meeting

 20pASSOVEr
 10:30a Meditation Group

 7:30p Board Meeting

 21pASSOVEr
 10:30a Women’s Study Group

 22pASSOVEr
Office & ECC Closed

 6:30p Passover Yizkor & Healing 
Service

 7:30 Shabbat Service

 23pASSOVEr
Shabbat Acharei Mot
 9:00a Torah Study
 10:30 Earth Day Shabbat Service

 12:00p Earth Day Kiddush Lunch

 24
 9:30a Kulanu Learning
 10:30 Shir Sustainability Meeting

 12:00p SALTY Fundraiser
 12:30 Kulanu Hebrew Sun.

 26

 3:45p Kulanu Hebrew Tues.
 6:30 Confirmation
 6:30 Kulanu JET
 7:30 Choir Rehearsal

 27
 10:30a Meditation Group

ErEV YOM HASHOAH
 7:00p Yom HaShoah Service at Beth 

David

 28YOM HASHOAH  29

 5:00p NFTY CWR Kallah
 6:30 Club 456—Dinner
 7:30 Shabbat Service

 30
Shabbat K’doshim
 12:00a NFTY CWR Kallah
 9:00 Torah Study
 10:30 Bar Mitzvah of Brandon Kessel

 5:00p Shir Family Does Magic

 16pASSOVEr
 9:00a Torah Study
 10:30 Festival of Passover Morning 

Service

 5:00p Congregational Passover Seder

 25

 7:00p Thinking About Good & Evil 
Pt. 3

  Live via Zoom. Sign up at 
shirhadash.org/calendar.

  Watch on Shir Hadash TV 
at shirhadash.org/live.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

AprIL

https://www.shirhadash.org/calendar
https://www.shirhadash.org/live

