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HIGH HOLY DAYS

 SEPTEMBER 6–16, 2021



Welcome back!

After 18 months of closed doors, we are so pleased to be able to welcome you 
back with open arms for the new year 5782. What a journey it’s been — and still 
is — for many of us.

In my conversations with you over the past six months, I’ve learned that many 
of you lost friends and family members due to COVID. You’ve missed special 
occasions — both celebratory and mournful — due to COVID. You’ve missed the 
simplicity of grocery shopping, the nourishment of meals with dear friends, and 
the loving embrace of family.

And, as we start to imagine what life will look like as doors open and masks 
come off, I know some of you are hesitant and even scared to step back into 
routines you once took for granted.

I hear you. I am you.

No doubt, social scientists will look back at this pandemic and conclude that 
we were forever changed by this experience. Though every person’s journey 
is unique, modern studies regularly conclude that one practice that helps us 
move past traumas such as this — whether societal or personal — is telling our 
stories. When we are able to express what happened, and especially when we 
can find meaning in it, we take one more step toward healing.

Judaism has known the healing power of stories for millennia. One of the 
reasons we tell the story of Passover with a Seder once a year and include it in 
our prayers daily, is to help us heal from this trauma thousands of years ago. 
Even if we hold the Exodus as allegory, it still serves as a healing balm for our 
collective psyche.

We would like to hear your stories. We would like to hear your stories because 
we believe this practice will serve you by telling them and the greater 
community by hearing them.

If you are willing to share your story with us —including both what you 
experienced and the meaning you found in it — please reach out to me directly: 
RabbiRiter@ShirHadash.org.

During the High Holy Days, we’ll find an appropriate time to share your 
story — which we can do anonymously — and help everyone transition out of 
the past 18 months into a new year of open doors, open arms, good health 
and blessings.

L’Shanah Tovah, 

 
Rabbi Ted Riter



S’lichot: A Special 
Introduction to the Holidays
“Healing as a Practice to Move into 
the New Year“
Saturday, August 28, 8:00 pm

Our clergy team invites you to this special 
evening, which is our first opportunity 
to seek forgiveness and repentance as 
we begin the Days of Awe, and features 
musical highlights of the High Holy 
Days. We will use video clips & vignettes 
to serve as conversation starters for 
small groups.

High Holy Day Preparation 
Through a Mussar Lens
Wednesday, September 1, 7:00 pm 

What do you need in order to forgive? 
What do you need to do in order to be 
forgiven? Rabbi Riter will teach us how to 
prepare ourselves to stand in full integrity 
on this year’s Judgement Day.

B’yachad (Together) Services
Rosh HaShanah, 3:00 pm  
Yom Kippur, 8:30 am

A service experience geared for all 
ages, children and adults alike, bridging 
traditional High Holy Day prayers and 
melodies with contemporary sounds and 
teachings that bring new meaning to 
the season.

Dear Friends,

Following the encouraging public health 
news, I’m delighted to announce that we 
will be offering both in-person and live-
streamed services. Our in-person services 
will be held on our beloved Shir Hadash 
campus. We will have options for indoor, 
outdoor, and virtual attendance. We know 
that some of you are not yet comfortable 
with large groups and we invite you to 
find a comfortable way to join us. Our 
community is not the same without you.

As we approach the High Holy Days, 
our community is in transition. One of 
the hallmarks of our 10 Days of Awe is 
repentance. Our liturgy employs the 
word teshuvah for repentance, but it 
literally means “to return.” This year we 
are “returning” for teshuvah!

I’m looking forward to seeing, greeting, 
and hearing your voices as much as I am 
anticipating the sounds of the shofar. I 
am delighted that we will have a chance 
to share both a social and spiritual 
connection with our families and friends, 
old and new. The fusion of a social and 
spiritual connection is the community of 
Shir Hadash.

May the year 5782 be filled with health, 
happiness, and success. I know it holds 
exciting changes for us individually and 
collectively. On behalf of the board, I 
wish you a Shanah Tovah; may you be 
inscribed for blessing in the Book of Life.

L’Shanah Tovah, 

 
Andy Altman, President



Adult Study
Yom Kippur as Preparation for 
Our Final Days
Yom Kippur Afternoon, 1:00 pm 

Yom Kippur is understood to be practice 
for the day of our death — it is the reason 
we wear white like our burial shroud, fast 
from eating and drinking, and abstain 
from other worldly pleasures. Join 
Rabbi Riter for a sacred dive into both the 
rational and mystical side of preparing for 
our last day — for the sake of preparing for 
our new year.

Meditation 
Yom Kippur Afternoon, 1:00 pm 

Take a break from the many words in 
our worship service to focus inward, 
in a session balancing Torah-inspired 
intention-setting and mindfulness 
meditation, led by our member Rabbi 
Hugh Seid-Valencia. Rabbi Seid-
Valencia is the Director of Collaborative 
Leadership and Jewish Engagement 
for Jewish Silicon Valley. A practitioner 
of kung fu and tai-chi, he values these 
nontraditional ways of deepening 
Jewish practice.

Shabbat Shuvah: 
The Sabbath of Return
“COVID & What We’ve Learned: 
Conversations with…”
Friday, September 10, 7:00 pm

Shabbat Shuvah falls each year between 
Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, and 
provides a unique opportunity for us 
to gather together as we seek to return 
to our best selves in the year to come.   
We are inviting six people in different 
demographics to be in a moderated 
conversation with each other on 
the bimah.

Shabbat Shuvah Morning Service & 
Tashlich
Saturday, September 11, 10:30 am 
New Location: Almaden Lake Park, 
Cinnabar 1 Picnic Area

On Saturday morning, services will be 
held at Almaden Lake Park. Join us as 
we celebrate Shabbat in the beauty 
of nature. We will use a special liturgy, 
and the service will include story time 
for young children, paralleling a study 
and discussion for adults. Together, we 
will walk to the water’s edge to “cast 
our sins into the depths.” Following the 
Tashlich (casting off) ceremony, join us 
for a brown bag brunch in the shade. 
Bring beach chairs and blankets for more 
comfortable seating.



Dinners in the Sukkah
Monday–Sunday evenings, 
September 20–26

We hope you will join us for an oneg in 
the Sukkah on the first night of Sukkot or 
for one of the other dinners throughout 
the week. A brief Sukkot program will 
begin each dinner.

Prayer Books
CCAR is offering a 20% discount 
off the regular price of $44/set on 
individual Mishkan HaNefesh orders. 
Purchase your own prayer books at 
hadash.link/hhdbooks, using discount 
code MHN20. A Kindle version is 
also available for purchase. If this is a 
financial burden, we will have a small 
number of loaners available. To arrange 
for a loaner book, please email our 
librarian at library@shirhadash.org.

Youth & Family Programs
Parallel Kulanu Youth 
Programming, Grades K–6
Rosh HaShanah & Yom Kippur, 
10:00 am

Students in K–6 are invited to participate 
in a dynamic virtual High Holy Day 
program focusing on the major themes 
of the season. Registration is required 
on the temple calendar. 

SALTY Teen Programming, 
Grades 7–12
Rosh HaShanah, 6:30 pm 
Yom Kippur, 1:00 pm

Students in 7–12 are welcome to attend 
these special programs led by our SALTY 
(Shir Hadash Adolescents Leading Teens 
and Youth) board. Connect with friends 
and discover new meaning for the 
High Holy Day season. Registration is 
required on the temple calendar.

Keeping your children out of school 
on Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 
can be an important part of their 
Jewish identity formation. It is also 
a sign of Jewish self-respect and 
solidarity. Please contact Rabbi Riter 
or Rabbi Schwartz if you would 
like to talk about this decision. Our 
local Jewish Community Relations 
Council (JCRC), under the direction of 
Diane Fisher, is available to assist in 
school-related issues.

We hope your worship with us will 
be meaningful. Contributions to 
Congregation Shir Hadash made 
in honor of your High Holy Days 
experience are sincerely appreciated.



Congregation Shir Hadash
20 Cherry Blossom Lane
Los Gatos, California 95032
(408) 358–1751
www.shirhadash.org

S’lichot Sat., Aug. 28
 8:00 pm Program: “Healing as a Practice 

to Move into the New Year“
 9:30 pm Oneg
 10:00 pm S’lichot Healing Service

Erev Rosh HaShanah Mon., Sept. 6
 8:00 pm Rosh HaShanah Evening  

Service

Rosh HaShanah Tue., Sept. 7
 10:00 am Rosh HaShanah Morning 

Service 
 10:00 am Parallel Kulanu Youth Program 
 3:00 pm Rosh HaShanah B’yachad 

Service 
 6:30 pm SALTY Teen Program 

Erev Shabbat Shuvah Fri., Sept. 10
 7:00 pm Shabbat Shuvah Service 

Shabbat Shuvah Sat., Sept. 11
 10:30 am Shabbat Shuvah Morning 

Service & Tashlich 
New Location: Almaden Lake 
Park, Cinnabar 1 Picnic Area

Erev Yom Kippur Wed., Sept. 15
 8:00 pm Kol Nidre Service

Yom Kippur Thu., Sept. 16
 8:30am Yom Kippur B’yachad Service
 10:00 am Yom Kippur Morning Service 
 10:00 am Parallel Kulanu Youth Program 
 1:00 pm Adult Study with Rabbi Riter
 1:00 pm Meditation
 1:00 pm SALTY Teen Program
 3:00 pm Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 
 4:45 pm* Yizkor (Memorial Service) 
 6:00 pm* N’ilah (Concluding Service)
 7:15 pm* Havdalah 

Sukkot Dinners in the Sukkah, Sept. 20–26
Sun., Sept. 19 9:00 am Sukkah Building & 

Decoration
Mon. 8:00 pm Congregational Oneg
Tue. 6:00 pm Kulanu/Jet
Wed. 6:00 pm Board
Thu. 6:00 pm LGBTQ Community & Allies
Fri. 6:00 pm Bring Your Own Dinner
Sat. 6:00 pm Sisterhood
Sun. 6:00 pm GO Members

Erev Simchat Torah Mon., Sept. 27
 6:00 pm Torah & Take-Out in the Sukkah 

Bring your own dinner.
 7:00 pm Simchat Torah Celebration 

Joel Nelson & his band will join 
us for our lively hakafot, as we 
dance with our Torahs.

Simchat Torah Tue., Sept. 28
 6:00 pm Simchat Torah Yizkor Service 

Following the service, 
new names inscribed in 
the memorial wall will be 
dedicated in a short ceremony.

* Starting times are approximate. 

All services will be at Congregation 
Shir Hadash, except where noted.

Please check the online calendar, as 
certain programs & schedules may 
change. You may also call the temple 
office to hear an updated recording of all 
services & activities.


