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NUMBERS 27:21 PINHAS

munity may obey. 21But he shall present himself
to Eleazar the priest, who shall on his behalf seek
the decision of the Urim before the Lorp. By
such instruction they shall go out and by such
instruction they shall come in, he and all the
Israelites, the whole community.”

22Moses did as the Lorp commanded him.
He took Joshua and had him stand before
Eleazar the priest and before the whole com-
munity. 23He laid his hands upon him and
commissioned him—as the Lorp had spoken
through Moses.

28 The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying:
2Command the Israelite people and say to them:
Be punctilious in presenting to Me at stated
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not his spiritual powers. Only God, who endowed
those powers, can transfer them; thus God al-
lowed the elders to share Moses’ prophetic gifts
(11:17,25). The Hebrew word hod (authority)
means “majesty, power, charisma, ray of glory”
in other contexts.

2l.goout...comein Thatis, forwar, Only.

in military matters is Joshua commanded to con-
sult the Urim and Thummim through theagency
of the high priest.

By such instruction That is, of the Urim’s
decision. Or, perhaps, by Eleazar’s instruction,
because it is he who consults the Urim.,

all the Israelites Refers to the troops that
Joshua will lead in barttle. '

the whole community Refers to all the Israel-
ites, not only the army.

THE CALENDAR OF PUBLIC SACRIFICES (28:1-30:1)

With the division of the Land and the succession
to Moses now determined, the Torah turns to the
establishment of the religious calendar that will
prevail in the Land. Thus the Israelites’ first duty
upon settding in their land is to inscitute the
proper lines of communion with the Lord

through the medium of the sacrificial system.
This catalog of public offerings concludes with a
reminder (in 29:39) that each Israelite could also
bring private offerings.

2. at stated times The sacrifices are invalid
if offered at the wrong time.

as the moon reflects the light of the sun (BT
BB 75a). God commands Moses to “lay your
hand upon” Joshua [v. 18), but Moses lays both
hands on him (v. 23), transferring power with-
out reservation or ambivalence, a rare gesture
for a man who has been accustomed to author-
ity for so long.. What must have been going
through Moses’ mind as he reflected on the
achievements and frustrations of the past, and
the awareness of all that he yearned to do and
would never be able to do?

CHAPTER 28

The list of offerings in chapters 28 and 29 is fa-
miliar to many as the maftir readings from a
second Torah scroll on.the festivals. They are
read in sequence during the summer, in the
weeks preceding Tish-ah b’Av, the anniversary
of the Temple’s destruction. Tradition téaches
that God counts our reading of these passages
as the equivalent of our bringing offerings to
the Temple.
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times the offeririgs of food due Me, as gifts of
pleasing odor to Me.

3Say to them: These are the gifts that you are
to present to the Lorp:

As a regular burnt offering every day, two
yearlinglambs without blemish. 4You shall offer
one lamb in the morning, and the other lamb
you shall offer at twilight. 5And -as -a grain
offering, there shall be a tenth of an ephah of
choice flour with a quarter of a hin of beaten
oil mixed in—éthe regular burnt offering in-
stituted at Mount Sinai—a gift of pleasing odor
to the Lorp.

7The libation with it shall be a quarter of a
hin for each lamb, to be poured in the sacred
precinctas an offering of fermented drink to the
Lorp. 8The other lamb you shall offer at twi-
light, preparing the same grain offering and li-
bation as in theé morning—a gift of pleasing
odor to the Lorp. -

%0n the sabbath day: two yearling lambs
without blemish, together with two-tenths'of a
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in as a
grain offering, and with the proper libation—
10a burnt offering for every sabbath, in addition
to the regular burnt offering and its libation.
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DAILY OFFERING  (vv. 3-8) -
Called “tamid” from biblical times on, the dail Hence it was pure oil. )
offering consisted of a burnt offering of a laml}), 7.withit Referstothelamb (v. 4,asinv. 8).
together with its grain and wine adjuncts. It was : .
offered twice daily, morning and evening. SHABBAT OFFERING (W 9-10)
3. The tamid offering is to be financed by all The sacrifice for a special day, called nsisafin Rab-
the people, not merely by the leaders or by the binic Hebrew, is in addition to the daily tmid
tich (Neh. 10:34). and is offered immediately after it. Because the
4. at twilight The time between sunset and  Shabbar offering is the same as the tamid, adding
darkness. , musaf gives Shabbat double the number of offer-
5. ephab  See Comment to Exod. 16:36. ings of a weekday. g
hin - See Comment to Exod. 29:40. . 10. regular burnt offering Refers to the

beaten Hebrew: katit, “pressed in a mortar.”

|' HALAKHAH L'MA-ASEH ’ ?
s determined that pra’ier, spegifically the Amidah, substitutes

| 28:4. in the morning . : . 4t twili The Sage
| for the communal sacrifices mandated in the Torah (BT Ber. 26b). Shafiarit Minhah (the morning and

#fternoon services) are thus based on the requirements articulated ia this verse (cf. Comment to Gen. 19:27).

2810, in addifion to the regular burnt offering The requirement in this chﬁeer for an additional sacrifice
t.i@ff‘eréd on Shabbat, festivals, and Rosh. Hodesh %N ;

lew Moon) is fulfilled today

] 4 rough the additional Amidah
- of Musaf recited on these days (BT Ber. 26b—27a).
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110n your new moons you shall present a
burnt offering to the Lorp: two bulls of the herd,
one ram, and seven yearling lambs, wriﬂlout
blermsh 12As grain offering for each bull:

"three ‘tenths of a measure of choice flour with
‘0il mixed in. As grain offering for each ram:

two-tenths of. ameasure of choice flour with oil

Z:mlxed in. BAs grain offering for each lamb: a

,‘tenth of a measure of fine flour w1th oil mixed
in. Such shall be the burnt offering of pleasing
odor, a glft to the Lorp. 14The1r libations shall
be: half a hin of wine for a bull, a third of a hin
for aram, and a quarter of a hin for alamb. That
shall be the monthly burnt offering for each new

'moon of the year. 15And there shall be one goat

as a purification offering to the Lorp, to be
offered in addition to the regular burnt offering
and its libation. -

16In the first month, on the fourteenth day
of the month, there shall be a passover sacrifice
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morning tamid, because there could be no offer-
ing after the zamid of the evening. It should be

noted that purification sacrifices are never -

‘brought on Shabbar, because intimations of hu-
man wrongdoing are not permltted on this joyous

day.

ROSH HODESH, THE NEW MOON
(vv. 11-15)

In.carly Israel, this was an important festival cel-
ebrated by families and clans in a state of ritual
purity at the local sanctuary.

14. Only here are the libation quantitiés

15. purification offering to the LORD
Hebrew: hattatI’Adonai. Notingthat thisisthe
only place in the Torah where this phrase oc-
cuis, thé Talmud understands ittomean “apu-
nﬁeatlon offering forthe Lorp.” Itis broughton
God’s behalf on Rosh Hodesh (when the new
moon appears| as an apology to ‘the moon for
having made it smaller and less consequential

specified. Because they are always the same, they
need not be repeated.

“burnt o_ﬂ'ermg Use of this term implies the
auxiliary grain offering and libation. ]

new moon Hebrew: hodesh, “new moon,” as
in 29:6. (The word can also mean “month.”)

PASCHAL SACRIFICE AND

" UNLEAVENED BREAD  (vv. 16-25)
The day of the paschal offering and the seven-day
Festival of Unleavened Bread originally were sep-
arate and distinct holidays (cf. Lev. 23:5-6). The
fact that the paschal offering is mentioned here

than the sun (BT Hul. 60b). Did the Sages here
picture God apologizing for all the unfairness of
life—topeople whoareborn lesshealthy, gifted,
or fortunate than others? Given the traditional
identification of Rosh Hodeshasawoman’s fes-

tival, did the Sages imagine God expressing re-

gret to women for having a less prominent role

“than men for so ‘much of history?

HALAKHAH L'MA:ASEH

28:11. mew mpons . The Jewish. calendar is based on the cycles of the moon. An extra month {Adar I) is
added 7 times in 19 years to make the lunar calendar conform to the solar year. Each Hebrew month begins

“with the New Moort (Rosk Hodesh); it is anhounced in

ne (except for the month of Tishrei) on the

1 synagog
preceding Shabhat, in the Blessing. of the Month: (Birkat Ha-Hodesh). See Comment on Exod. 12:2,
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