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Shabbat Shalom. 

Welcome to Agudas Achim Congregation.  We are delighted you are sharing in our 

Simcha (joyous celebration) as our son Aubrey becomes a Bar Mitzvah. 

 

Franklin Pryce Raff and Danielle Monosson Raff 

 

 

 

 



Bar Mitzvah 

The term bar mitzvah means “son of the commandment.”  Today Aubrey will wear a tallit 

(prayer shawl) for the first time as a bar mitzvah; his tallit belonged to his maternal great 

grandfather Jacob Sokol.  Aubrey will be called to read from the Torah (the Five Books of 

Moses), chant Haftarah (a selection from the Prophets), and lead parts of the service. The Bar 

Mitzvah, which is preceded by years of study, represents the beginning of Jewish rights and 

responsibility. 

 

Shabbat Services 

Due to COVID-19, the services are webcast on Zoom, while a small group of Aubrey’s family and 

friends are joining in person.  Rabbi Rein and Hazzan Dientsfrey will lead the service, either 

outdoors on the Agudas Achim grounds, or from the actual sanctuary, weather depending.  

Aubrey and his family will participate from either outdoors on the Agudas Achim grounds or 

from the Flax Chapel.   

 

The Shabbat morning service has four parts: P’sukei D’Zimrah (introductory hymns and psalms), 

Shacharit (morning prayers), the Torah service, and the Musaf (additional) service.  The Torah 

service normally begins and ends with a Torah scroll being removed from the Ark and carried 

around the sanctuary.  We rise for certain prayers including when the Ark is open.   

 

We use two books: Siddur Lev Shalem prayer book and the Etz Hayim, which contains the Torah 

and Haftarah readings.  Follow along: 

 

Siddur Lev Shalem (Services and Prayers) 
https://images.shulcloud.com/7857/uploads/ShabbatmorningSIDDURLEVSHALEM.pdf 

 

Etz Hayim (Torah and Haftarah Readings) 
https://images.shulcloud.com/7857/uploads/Torah-readings-ETZ-

HAYIM/ETZHAYIMMishpatimandShabbatShekalim.pdf 

 

In order to attend the Zoom service, please register here.  During the service, please be sure to 
mute your audio and be aware that it is optional to have your video on or off. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://images.shulcloud.com/7857/uploads/ShabbatmorningSIDDURLEVSHALEM.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/7857/uploads/Torah-readings-ETZ-HAYIM/ETZHAYIMMishpatimandShabbatShekalim.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/7857/uploads/Torah-readings-ETZ-HAYIM/ETZHAYIMMishpatimandShabbatShekalim.pdf
https://www.agudasachim-va.org/event/shabbat-morning-services.html


Bar Mitzvah Service Project 

For Aubrey’s service project, he played an 

important role in the April 2021 annual cleanup of 

Little Hunting Creek, part of the Potomac 

Watershed Cleanup sponsored by Alice Ferguson 

Foundation.  His home was the coordination point 

for eight volunteers (including his parents and 

sister) who collected by canoe, sailing dinghy, and 

kayak 16 bags of trash, two tires, and about 500 lbs 

of bulk trash, including a stray channel marker and 

a large trash bin. 

http://www.friendsoflittlehuntingcreek.org/ 

https://fergusonfoundation.org/ 

 

 

 

Todah Rabah (Thank You) 

We thank the many individuals who have supported Aubrey on his journey to becoming a bar 

mitzvah.  Sincere appreciation goes to Rabbi Rein, Hazzan Dienstfrey, Education Director Chaya 

Silver, and tutor Nancy Hailpern, as well as his wonderful teachers at Gan Mymy in Tel Aviv, the 

Ecole Marc Chagall in Tel Aviv, Ottawa Jewish Community School and Machzikei Hadas 

synagogue in Ottawa, and Colegio Israelita de Mexico (CIM-ORT) in Mexico City.  These talented 

educators helped guide and support Aubrey’s religious education across four countries.  Many 

thanks to Executive Director Barry Nove, Rachel Goldberg and Harriet Vorona.   

 

We are grateful for our family and friends who have been a source of joy and support in 

Aubrey’s life.  We thank all participants in today’s service.  Thank you to our dear family and 

friends who have traveled from California, New York, and elsewhere to celebrate with us today.  

We thank those of you on the West Coast, in Mexico and Israel, who have woken up very early 

or interrupted dinner, to participate in this milestone in Aubrey’s life.  

 

In Memoriam  

We remember our family members and honor their legacies.  May their memories continue to 

be a blessing.   

 

 

 

http://www.friendsoflittlehuntingcreek.org/
https://fergusonfoundation.org/


Order of the Service  

 

P’sukei D’zimrah (p. 103-147)  ................... Rabbi Steven Rein & Hazzan Elisheva Dienstfrey 

Shacharit (p. 147-167) ................................ Rabbi Steven Rein & Hazzan Elisheva Dienstfrey 

 

 

Torah Service (p. 168)  

D’var Torah (speech)  ........................................................................................... Aubrey Raff  

Torah readings (p. 774 in Etz Hayim) 

Aliyah 1:  Numbers 2:1-9....................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

Aliyah 2: Numbers 2:10-16 ................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

Aliyah 3: Numbers 2:17-24……………………………………………………..…….Leonard Shapiro (cousin)  
                                 or Nancy Hailpern (tutor)* 
Aliyah 4: Numbers 2:25-31.. ........................................................ Rebecca Sokol Smith (aunt) 

Aliyah 5: Numbers 22:32-34 ................................................. Aviva Monosson (grandmother) 

Aliyah 6: Numbers 3:1-4 ......................................................................... Franklin Raff (father) 

Aliyah 7: Numbers 3:5-13 ..................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

 

Maftir (Numbers 4:17-20) (p.785 in Etz Hayim) ................................................... Aubrey Raff 

Haftarah (p.787 in Etz Hayim) ............................................................................... Aubrey Raff  

Prayer for the Country (p. 177)  ...................................................Ira Monosson (grandfather) 

Prayer for the State of Israel (p. 178) .................................................... Ari Monosson (uncle) 

Prayer for Peace (p. 178) ................................................................. Anna Raff (grandmother) 

Ashrei (p.181) ........................................................................................................ Aubrey Raff 

 

 

Musaf Service (p. 185) .......................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

Ein Keiloheinu (p. 204) ............................................................................ Simonne Raff (sister) 

Aleinu (p. 205) ....................................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

Kiddush/Hand Washing/Motzi (p. 77)  ................................................................. Aubrey Raff 

Adon Olam (p. 211) ............................................................................................... Aubrey Raff 

 

* Subject to location of service. 

 

 

Please note that the page numbers above reference Siddur Lev Shalem, unless otherwise 

indicated.  Page numbers are also announced by the Rabbi or in the Zoom chat room. 

 


