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The nations will say before God: Master of the Universe, did You give us the Torah and we
did not accept it? Since we never received the Torah, why are we being judged for not fulfilling
its mitzvot...

And Rabbi Yol.ranan says: This teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, took the Torah
around to every nation and those who speak every language, but they did not accept it, until
He came to the Jewish people and they accepted it.

... Rather, this is what the nations of the world say before Him: Master of the Universe, did
You overturn the mountain above us like a basin, and we still did not accept the Torah, as

You did for the Jewish people?

( As it is written: "And they stood at the nether part of the mount" (Exodus 19:17), and Rav
Dimi bar f{ama says: The verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the
mountain above the Jews like a basin, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent,
and if not, here will be your burial. The nations of the world will claim that they too could
have been coerced to accept the Torah.) Shabb4t 8&a.

...The gentiles say before Him: Master of the Universe, give us the Torah afresh and we will
perform its mitzvot. The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to them: Fools of the world! One
who takes pains on Shabbat eve will eat on Shabbat, but one who did not take pains on
Shabbat eve, from where will he eat on Shabbat? The opportunity for performing mitzvot has

already passed, and it is now too late to ask to perform them. But even so, I have an easy
mitzva, and its name is sukka; go and perform it.

... But even so, God gave the nations an opportunity to perform amitzta, as The Holy One,
Blessed be He, does not deal tyrannically lbeteruneyal with His creations, but wants them to
feel that they have been judged fairly. The Gemara asks: And why does God call the mitzva of
sukkn an easy mitzva to firlfill? Because performing the mitzva involves no monetary loss.

Immediately, each and every gentile will take materials and go and construct a sukka on top
of his roof. And the Holy One, Blessed be He, will set upon them the heat lmakdirl of the
sun in the season of Tammuzri.e.,the summer, and each and every one who is siuing in his
sukkn will be unable to stand the heat, and he will kick his sukka and leave, as it is stated: (Let

us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us" (Psalms 2:3).. -

Immediately, the Holy Oneo Blessed be He, sits and makes sport of those gentiles, i.e., He
laughs at them, as it is stated: "He that sits in heaven makes sport, the Lord has them in
derision" (Psalms 2:4). With regard to this verse, Rabbi Yitzbak says: There is no making
sport for the Holy One, Blessed be He, but on that day alone.


