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News

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

S
tudents at Agudas Achim 
Congregation donned their 
best costumes Feb. 26 to 
celebrate Purim, the hol-

iday marking the saving of the 
execution of Jewish people in 5th 
century BC in Persia.

“Purim is when Queen Esther 
saved the Jewish people from being 
executed and exiled from Persia,” 
said preschool teacher Charlotte 
Buckhold. “One of King Ahasuer-
us’s advisors, Haman, wanted to 
get rid of the Jewish people be-
cause they were not bowing down 
to him. That was going to happen 
until Queen Esther came in and 
saved the day.”

Buckhold’s kitah sagol, or purple 
class, students gathered outdoors 
to shake their groggers, used to 
make loud noises to drown out the 
name of Haman. The traditional 
three-cornered food of hamentash-
en, or “oznei Haman” (Haman’s 
ears) were shared.

The story of Purim is related in 
the biblical book of Esther. The 
ritual observance of Purim begins 
with a day of fasting the day pre-

“Mishloach Manot is the tradi-
tion of giving gifts of food,” said 
Buckhold, adding, “it’s very Jewish 
to give people food.”

By MaryAnne Beatty
Senior Services of Alexandria

Spring is in the air and Senior 
Services of Alexandria is ex-
cited to be hosting its Spring 

Senior Academy virtually via zoom 
starting in April. This 4-week free 
course will meet every Wednesday 
morning starting April 7 from 10 
to 11:30 am and continue April 14, 
21 and 28.  The Senior Academy 
is for Alexandria residents 65 and 
older or those who work in the City 
to learn about how the city oper-
ates including programs and ser-
vices for older adults.

Each Wednesday morning ses-
sion will feature speakers includ-
ing a welcome from Mayor Justin 

CORRECTION: Volunteers in the page 4 photo of the Pawsi-
tive Partners story in the Feb. 25 issue of the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet were misidentified. Pictured from left to right 
are: Lynda DiValentin, Sarah Rasmussen, Ginny Richards and 
Marta Ishmael.
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Register Now for the Spring 
“Virtual” Senior Academy
Session Begin Wednesday, April 7

Wilson, presentation by the City 
Manager’s Office as well as other 
departments including Transporta-
tion, Planning, Office of Housing, 
Alexandria Health Department 
and the Division of Aging and 
Adult Services. 

Attendees will also hear from 
our first responders, Police, Fire 
and Sheriff.  

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to ask questions and receive 
a lot of great information on city 
programs and how to get engaged. 
To register go to www.seniorser-
vicesalex.org or contact Lindsay 
Hemphill at admin@seniorservice-
salex.org or MaryAnne Beatty at 
communications@seniorservices-
alex.org. 

Teachers Charlotte Buckhold and Brandy Smith with the kitah sagol (purple class) in their costumes 
and Mishloach Manot, bags of goodies celebrating Purim at Agudas Achim Congregation Feb. 26.

Celebrating Purim
Observance 
marks the 
saving of Jews 
from execution 
in Persia.

Preschoolers at Agudas Achim Congregation hold their groggers to 
celebrate Purim Feb. 26.

Hamentashen, the traditional 
three-cornered food of Purim.

“Purim is when 
Queen Esther 
saved the Jewish 
people from being 
executed and ex-
iled from Persia.”

— Agudas Achim preschool 
teacher Charlotte Buckhold

ceding the actual holiday. On Pu-
rim Jewish people are enjoined to 
exchange gifts and make donations 
to the poor.

P
h
o

to
s by J

an
et B

ar
n

ett/G
azette P

ac
ket


