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 ְּברֹאׁש ַהָּׁשָנה ִיָּכֵתבּון, ּוְביֹום צֹום ִּכּפּור ֵיָחֵתמּון, ַּכָּמה ַיַעְברּון, ְוַכָּמה ִיָּבֵראּון: 
B’rosh ha-shanah yikkateivun, u-v’yom tzom kippur yeihateimun. 
 
On Rosh Hashanah it is written, and on the Fast of the Day of Atonement it is 
sealed! 

 
ֶרב,    ִים: ִמי ַבֶחֽ ִמי ִיְחֶיה, ּוִמי ָימּות: ִמי ְבִקּצֹו, ּוִמי לֹא ְבִקּצֹו: ִמי ָבֵאׁש, ּוִמי ַבַּמֽ

ּוִמי   ַבֲחִניָקה,  ִמי  ַבַּמֵּגָפה:  ּוִמי  ַעׁש,  ָבַרֽ ִמי  ַבָּצָמא:  ּוִמי  ָבָרָעב,  ִמי  ַבַחָּיה:  ּוִמי 
ִיּׁשָ  ִמי  ָיֽנּוַע:  ּוִמי  ָיֽנּוַח,  ִמי  ִמי  ִבְסִקיָלה:  ִיְתַיָּסר:  ּוִמי  ִיָּׁשֵלו,  ִמי  ִיָּטֵרף:  ּוִמי  ֵקט, 
 ֵיָעִני, ּוִמי ֵיָעֵׁשר: ִמי ִיָּׁשֵפל, ּוִמי ָירּום.  

 
How many will pass on, and how many will be born;  
Who will live and who will die; 
Who will live a long life and who will come to an untimely end; 
Who will perish by fire and who by water;  
Who by sword and who by beast; 
Who by hunger and who by thirst; who by earthquake and who by plague. 
Who will be strangled and who will be stoned; 
Who will be at peace and who will be troubled; 
Who will be serene and who will be disturbed; 
Who will be tranquil and who will be tormented; 
Who will be impoverished and who will be enriched; 
Who will be brought low, and who will be raised up. 

 
 ּוְתׁשּוָבה ּוְתִפָּלה ּוְצָדָקה 

ַע    ַהְּגֵזָרה.ַמֲעִביִרין ֶאת ֹרֽ
U-t’shuvah u-t’fillah u-tz’dakah ma-avirin et ro-a ha-g’zeira 
But T’shuvah, T’fillah, and Tz’dakah—Repentance, Prayer, and Charity—have 
the power to transform the harshness of our destiny. 
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MISHNA: At four times of the year the world is judged: On Passover judgment is 
passed concerning grain; on Shavuot concerning fruits that grow on a tree; on Rosh 
HaShana all creatures pass before Him like sheep [benei maron], as it is stated: “He 
Who fashions their hearts alike, Who considers all their deeds” (Psalms 33:15); and 
on the festival of Sukkot they are judged concerning water, i.e., the rainfall of the 
coming year.  

GEMARA: …The Gemara explains: As it is taught in a baraita: All are judged on 
Rosh HaShana, and their sentence is sealed on Yom Kippur; this is the statement of 
Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda says: All are judged on Rosh HaShana, and their 
sentence is sealed each in its own time: … and mankind is judged on Rosh HaShana, 
and the sentence is sealed on Yom Kippur. 

Rabbi Yosei says: A person is judged every day, and not just once a year, as it is 
stated: “You visit him every morning” (Job 7:18), meaning that every morning an 
accounting is made and a judgment is passed. Rabbi Natan says: A person is judged 
every hour, as it is stated: “You try him every moment” (Job 7:18).  

And Rabbi Yitzḥak said: A person’s sentence is torn up on account of four types 
of actions. These are: Giving charity, crying out in prayer, a change of one’s name, 
and a change of one’s deeds for the better. … 

§ The Gemara goes back to discuss the Day of Judgment. Rabbi Kruspedai said that 
Rabbi Yoḥanan said: Three books are opened on Rosh HaShana before the Holy 
One, Blessed be He: One of wholly wicked people, and one of wholly 
righteous people, and one of middling people whose good and bad deeds are equally 
balanced. Wholly righteous people are immediately written and sealed for life; 
wholly wicked people are immediately written and sealed for 
death; and middling people are left with their judgment suspended from Rosh 
HaShana until Yom Kippur, their fate remaining undecided. If they merit, through the 
good deeds and mitzvot that they perform during this period, they are written for 
life; if they do not so merit, they are written for death. 
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