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Parent Information 
  

Our mission is to provide each student and family a foundation for a positive Jewish 
identity through acquisition of Jewish life skills, a sense of community, and the connection to 
Jewish heritage and history; to self-identify as Jewish and to take pride in their Judaism.  
  
Our Philosophy 
 

We provide every student with the tools necessary to read and decode Hebrew with 
fluency as well as the ability to use Hebrew in synagogue worship, during Shabbat and 
throughout home observances. Our topics of Judaic education include but are not limited to:  

• Rituals in the home and synagogue 
• Israel 
• Jewish identity through celebration of life cycles and holidays 
• Sharing of Jewish history 
• Understanding of Jewish values, ethics, and the adoption of social action 

mandates. 
 
Hebrew Instruction 
 

The Hebrew program is a five-year progressive cycle of Hebrew studies leading to 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The central objective is to prepare your child for full participation in Shabbat 
and holiday services, holiday celebrations at home, as well as Bar/Bat Mitzvah services. Each 
grade is assigned a set curriculum of tefillot (prayers) that students are expected to master. In 
order to accomplish these goals, students are encouraged to practice Hebrew and ultimately 
tefillot at home. Each grade level also has guided expectations for Shabbat service attendance, 
whether it be attending Family Shabbat on Shabbat morning or in the main Sanctuary service to 
reinforce calls instruction.  This will aid in familiarizing students with WJC’s service. 

 
At Home 
 

Mastery of Hebrew reading, including prayers and blessings, is best accomplished with 
at-home practice. Parents are not expected to correct the reading, but to monitor that it is 
completed. The recommendation is ten minutes a day, 5 times per week. Furthermore, attendance 
at Shabbat services reinforces the material covered in class. Those students who are in need 
of 1:1 further support will be identified by the teacher and the parent will be notified. 
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What Does My Child Need for Class 
 

New for 2022-2023: All families should download the Remind App on their mobile 
devices. More information to follow in the “communication” section.  

 
K-2 Students 

• It is recommended that each student have a backpack or some type of bag. 
• A package of tissues 
• Any books distributed in class 

 
 
 

For all students in classes Aleph – Hey 
 

• Each student should have a backpack or some type of bag to carry materials. 
• Students will be provided with a machberet, various textbooks and a folder. These 

should be brought to each in-person class and be accessible for remote learning as 
well. 

• Students will need to bring either a pen or pencil, tissues, and have a safe place to 
store their phone. 

• During remote sessions, students will need a quiet dedicated space. (Note- Some 
students may require headphones.) 
 

Aleph 
o Students in Aleph will be given a prayer booklet to use for Tefillah 

 
Bet- Hey 

o Students in Bet-Hey need to bring their siddur to both in-person and Zoom 
class. 

 
All boys need to have their own Kippah for both in-person and Zoom class. 

 
 
 
 
 

IEP or 504/Special Needs 
 

In order to create and foster a successful learning environment for each student, the more 
information the school has about each child’s needs, the better. We ask that you please provide 
the Religious School office with updated copies of your child’s IEP, 504, BIP or any pertinent 
information that can be helpful to your child’s success. The information will be held 
confidentially and only shared with staff when there is a need. Please feel free to reach out to 
Educational Director if you would like to speak more about your child.  
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Class Sessions & Attendance 
 

Kindergarten – 2nd Grade:    In-person: Sunday 9:00-11:30 am  
 
Aleph & Gimel:    In-Person: Sunday 9:00-11:30 am 

Virtual: Wednesday - 45 minutes scheduled sessions 
 between 4:15 -6:30pm 

 
Bet & Daled:    In-Person: Wednesday 4:15-6:30 pm 

Virtual: Sunday - 45 minutes scheduled sessions between  
9:00-11:30am 

 
Hey: In-Person: Wednesday 4:15-6:30 pm and additional 

requirements 
 
  

Regular attendance is essential to your child’s success in religious school. In the event of 
two consecutive missed classes, families will receive a phone call from the classroom teacher to 
inquire as to the student’s health and status. Students may receive work covered in class which 
will be sent via email to the parents. Periodic benchmarks in skills and content will be 
determined, and parents will be notified if these benchmarks are not met due to absences.  

 
Students in Aleph-Daled are expected to attend a minimum of 80% of all classes in order 

to meet the minimum standards set forth by WJC. Hey students are expected to attend a 
minimum of 85% of all classes and to fulfil the additional requirements set forth by WJC.  

 
 
 

 
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

 
 
Arrival 
 

Please enter the parking lot from the North access (non-stop light), drive towards the 
front of the building and drop your child(ren) off. Then please exit via the South (stop light) exit 
ONLY.  

Students will be greeted in the parking lot during drop off by a WJC staff member and 
will enter the building and go directly to their respective classrooms. Parents are asked not to 
enter the building unless there is a special program to which they are invited to. 
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Dismissal 
 

K-2 Classes:  Children will be dismissed and escorted outside by the teachers to 
their waiting cars. Please remain in the cars during this process.  

 
Aleph-Hey:  Classes will be dismissed by class and will go directly to their cars. 

Parents are asked to remain in their cars. With the reduced number 
of children attending each day, the carpool line will take much less 
time. 

 
 

Parents must line their cars up in parking bays 2, 3 and 4.    
  

Entrance to the parking lot will be from the NORTH entrance. Exit from the parking lot 
will be from the SOUTH entrance/exit and will be directed by the guard on duty. We 
encourage parents to:   
 

• Line up 5-10 minutes before dismissal and turn motors off.   
• Start cars when the signal is given that all children are safely in cars.   
• Allow the guard to direct the flow of traffic   
• Be patient for the safety of all concerned  

 

  
   

If you are late, your child will be either waiting on the sidewalk in front of the religious 
school entrance with a staff member or downstairs in the school office. We ask that parents who 
anticipate a delay at dismissal, please call in advance.   
 

Early Dismissal 
 

We ask that you please try to avoid early dismissal. We understand situations may arise. 
With that being said, parents/guardians should make every effort to allow their children to finish 
a complete session of religious school.  

 
In the event a child must leave early, please call 516-324-4443 from the parking lot 

when you have arrived and state your child’s name and grade. Your child will meet you in the 
downstairs vestibule, where you will then sign your child out in the early dismissal notebook. 
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Sick Child 
 

In the event a child becomes ill during the class session, the parent will be called to pick 
up their child early. The child will remain in the religious school office until a parent arrives. The 
parent will follow the early pick-up procedures.   

 
 

School Closings 
 

If severe and hazardous weather conditions exist, the following steps are taken:  
 

Wednesdays 
• If the closing of the Syosset Public Schools is announced prior to the opening of 

school, WJC will close.  
• If it begins to snow heavily or storm in the morning or early afternoon:  

o We will call the public schools to request they announce our closing over 
the PA.  

o An email will be sent to announce the closing.  
• If the Syosset Public School District cancels after-school extracurricular activities, 

WJC classes will not be held.  
 

Sundays 
• If inclement weather creates dangerous traveling conditions, an announcement of 

school closing will be made by email and on the Remind App between 7:30 and 
8:30am.   

 
 
 

Security 
 

A full-time plain-clothed security guard is on the grounds for continuous security when 
classes are in session.  

Keeping the safety and security of our students is of utmost importance to all of us. We 
have taken into consideration recommendations from local law enforcement and security 
professionals; therefore, we will be following new guidelines recommended to us regarding the 
admittance of anyone into the building during school hours.   

 
 

 
Fire & Lock Down Drills 

 
According to State regulations, Fire and Lockdown drills will be held during class time. 

Parents will be notified in advance of planned drills.  
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Allergies/Snacks/Kashrut 
 

WE ARE A NUT-FREE SCHOOL. A list will be distributed prior to the start of the 
school year with approved snacks. Only snacks from this list can be brought into the religious 
school. Children are also encouraged to bring in a bottle of water or a kosher juice alternative. 
All food brought into the synagogue must be certified kosher.  Please look for one of the 

following kashrut symbols on the label.    Furthermore, only nut-free snacks/food 
will be included in school programming.  

 
If you have a child with a prescription for an EPIPEN, one may be left in the office and 

labeled with your child’s name. Our staff is trained to administer an EPIPEN, should an 
emergency arise.  

 
 
  

Communication 
 

NEW FOR 2022-2023 This year we will be using the Remind App (a mobile device 
application), to provide reminders and communication between our staff and their respective 
classes.  On the first in person day of school, families will receive the necessary information to 
connect with their student’s class on the Remind app.  
  

Our teachers will also have their own individual "class page” on the WJC Religious 
School website (Click Here). Here you will be able to get classroom updates and learn about 
upcoming events that your children will be involved in.    
  

Additionally, as always, our teachers can be reached at their WJC email addresses which 
are located on the last page in this handbook and will also be distributed on the first in person 
school day.    

In an effort to honor Shabbat and Yom Tov with our faculty and families, we request that 
families try not to send emails or Remind App messages on Shabbat or Yom Tov to our religious 
school team. Please understand that we will not reply to any correspondence until Shabbat or 
Yom Tov has ended.  

 
 
 

Tzedakah 
 

During the first few weeks, each class will select a Tzedakah recipient and a goal towards 
their annual Tzedakah collection. An age-appropriate lesson will be part of the selection 
process. Tzedakah will be collected during the in-person class, and we will be tallying it 
monthly. If the classroom reaches their Tzedakah goal for the year, they will get a special prize. 
Parents are encouraged to make Tzedakah a part of the family ritual. 
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Shabbat Service Attendance  
 
 

K-2: Students are encouraged to attend a minimum of 6 Shabbat 
services; two of which may be Friday services, Sukkot or Simchat 
Torah. 

 
Aleph, Bet, Gimmel: Students are expected to attend 8 Shabbat services; either the bi-

monthly Shabbat Morning Family Service or the services in the 
Main Sanctuary.  

 
Daled & Hey:  Daled and Hey students are expected to attend 10 Shabbat services 

in the Main Sanctuary. * In addition to the Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
requirements.  

 
 

Family Services are held twice per month on Shabbat mornings (see the WJC calendar) 
from 10:00 -10:45am. Family services are age-appropriate, include interactive activities, and 
have special themes. Family Shabbat services also recognize birthdays for the month. Families 
are encouraged to participate along with their child(ren). 
 
 
 
 

Progress Reports and Parent – Teacher Conferences 
 

Progress Reports are distributed twice a year: late January and at the conclusion of the 
school year. There will be an opportunity for parents to meet with teachers in January/February 
to learn about their child’s progress. Details will be forthcoming.  

 
 

 
 

Hey Graduation 
 

Students will participate in the Graduation Ceremony after successfully completing the 
five-year program of consecutive instruction. During the Hey year, students must attend a 
minimum of 85% of the classes and perform the community service requirement. Excessive 
absences will preclude attending graduation and earning a Religious School diploma.  
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Awards and Recognition 
 
 

The Hatami Award is presented by the WJC to an outstanding Hey student who has 
distinguished himself/herself through academic achievement, school involvement, service to 
school and/or community, and shows a commitment to the synagogue and greater Jewish 
community. A plaque is presented at graduation and a glass award with the child’s name. 
  

The Akiba Award is presented at the Hey Grade Graduation to a religious school 
graduating student who has gone above and beyond the requirements of the school, works 
diligently to achieve a “personal best,” does community service, and participates in all aspects of 
synagogue life. A plaque is presented at graduation.   

 

Honor Roll: Annual student recognition will take place in all grade levels reflecting:  

o Shabbat attendance; 
o Mensch behavior; and   
o Class Attendance (minimum 90%). 

 
 
 

Dress Code 
 

All students are expected to dress appropriately for Religious School and Religious 
School functions, bearing in mind that the Woodbury Jewish Center is a House of Worship. Boys 
and men are to wear kippot while on the premises. Students may not wear short shorts or 
revealing apparel. Cleats may not be worn on synagogue premises.  
 
 

Code of Conduct 
  

Woodbury Jewish Center expects students to follow appropriate Derech Eretz manners and 
behaviors which include:  
  

• Appropriate language  
• Respect for others and property (including refraining from bullying)  
• Avoidance of cell phone use and electronic games during class. 

  
Inappropriate behavior includes:  

• Engage in conduct that is disruptive. Examples of such conduct include:  
o The interference with an instructor’s authority over the classroom or the 

interruption of the educational process;  
o The failure to comply with reasonable directions of instructors or other 

Religious School personnel.  
• Engage in conduct that is violent.  Examples of such conduct include:  
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o Committing or attempting to commit an act of violence such as 
hitting, kicking, or scratching a student, instructor, or other School 
personnel;  

o Possessing a weapon;  
o Intentionally damaging the personal property of another student, 

instructor, or other School personnel;  
o Intentionally damaging Religious School or other WJC property.  

• Engage in conduct that endangers the safety, morals, health, or welfare of others.    
Examples include:                          

o Discrimination, which includes treating another in a negative manner 
based on race, color, gender, sexual orientation or disability;  

o Harassment, which includes a severe action or persistent pattern of actions 
or statements directed at an identifiable individual or group which a 
reasonable person would perceive as demeaning or ridiculing;  

o Intimidation, which includes actions or statements which put an individual 
in fear of bodily harm;  

o Using abusive or vulgar language, cursing or swearing;  
o Possessing or distributing cigarettes, alcoholic beverages, or illegal 

substances, or being under the influence of either.  
  
 
 
Discipline 
  

If a situation arises, any disciplinary action will be fair, consistent, and appropriate to the 
seriousness of the incident. An initial attempt will be made to help the student understand what is 
appropriate and expected of them. Parents will be involved at the discretion of the Education 
Director. The safety, security and learning are the highest priorities of WJC.  
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Contact Information 
 

Questions and/or concerns can be addressed to the following individuals: 
  

Dr. Rachel Treshan, Interim Education Director: rtreshan@woodburyjc.org 
Gina Lubman, Co-chair Education: ginahatami@gmail.com 

Randi Fogel, Co-chair Education: rmg208@yahoo.com 
 
 

Faculty Email Addresses 
Kindergarten: 
 Rikki Chaskes: rchaskes@woodburyjc.org 
 Nicole Biderman: nbiderman@woodburyjc.org 
 
First Grade: 
 Sima Levy: slevy@woodburyjc.org 
 
Second Grade:  
 Lois Welt: lwelt@woodburyjc.org 
 
Aleph: 
 Shula Korine: skorine@woodburyjc.org 
 Naomi Fredman: nfredman@woodburyjc.org 
 
Bet:  
 Edna Khalily: ekhalily@woodburyjc.org 
 Samantha Kahn: skahn@woodburyjc.org 
 
Gimel: 
 Dalia Ozarko: dozarko@woodburyjc.org 
 
Daled: 
 Adam Ackerman: aackerman@woodburyjc.org 
 
Hey:  
 Sima Levy: slevy@woodburyjc.org 
 
Tefillah: 
 Ruth Deane: rdeane@woodburyjc.org 
 
Tutoring:  
 Annette Benjamin: abenjamin@woodburyjc.org 
 Ruth Kravit: rkravit@woodburyjc.org 
 Lois Welt: lwelt@woodburyjc.org  

 
 


