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PHILOSOPHY  

 

Woodbury Jewish Center ECE focuses on the physical, social, emotional, academic & spiritual needs of 

each individual child in a warm, creative, engaging and loving Jewish environment.  It is our intent that the 

relationships, experiences and memories of each child and their family be lasting ones that help pave the 

way for a happy and successful childhood and establish the foundation for a positive Jewish identity.  We 

believe that play is the work of children and it is our goal to partner with each family and provide an 

environment where each individual child can thrive, grow and feel good about themself.  It is this 

partnership and solid relationship building that fosters an excitement for lifelong learning. 

 

GOALS 

 

To foster social, emotional and personal growth 

To encourage each child to be independent and self-reliant 

To build on each child’s experiences to stimulate cognitive and intellectual development  

To provide opportunities that foster the development of gross and fine motor skills 

To expand the development of language, literacy, science, art and mathematical skills 

To encourage each child’s creativity and imagination 

To foster strong relationships, creative thinking, problem solving, positive self-esteem and respect for self 

and others 

To learn about and celebrate Jewish life, values, holidays and Shabbat 

To develop a close identity to, and positive awareness of being Jewish 

To introduce the Hebrew language 

To learn about and understand the world around us  

 

OUR CURRICULUM 

 

Our child centered, play based curriculum provides an exciting and developmentally appropriate 

environment that fosters learning through engaging and meaningful experiences and establishes a solid 

foundation for continuous growth, positive self-image and Jewish learning.  Activities include: art 

expression, music, literacy and writing readiness, math activities, science exploration, language 

development, movement, cooking, dramatic play, block building and manipulatives, gardening and nature, 

multiple sensory experiences and Judaism.  Teachers tailor activities in all areas of growth to ensure 

developmental goals in each age group are met. 

 

Daily activities include a balance of quiet and active play and a balance of large and small muscle 

activities.  There are options for both small and large group activities, and a balance of both child and 

teacher initiated activities. Weather permitting, children participate in daily outdoor play in our playground 

and outdoor Nature Explore Certified Classroom.  Each class also spends time daily in our dedicated 

STEAM classroom.  (our LEAP room).   In inclement weather, children participate in indoor play in our 

well-equipped gym.  (Due to Covid-19 protocols there will be limited use of our LEAP Room and 

Indoor Gym until further notice.) 

 

Each week children participate in music class and visits from our rabbi and cantor.  Special programs are 

also presented during the year to enhance the children’s experiences. (Due to Covid-19 we will not 

bring in special programs, nor have in-person Music class until further notice.  Clergy visits will 

be held outside.) 
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DAILY SCHEDULES 

 

Your child’s teacher will provide you with a schedule of daily activities.  Children find security and gain 

confidence in routines and knowing what to expect next.  Depending on the developmental level of each 

class, each day includes: 

 Arrival / Interest Areas 

 Small and Large Group Activities / Centers 

 Circle Time (Music, Story time, Calendar/Weather, etc.) 

 Snack 

 Outdoor Play (or Indoor Gym) 

 Clean up 

Lunch 

LEAP room  

Departure / Transition to Extension Activities 

 

OUR FACULTY 

 

Our professional, certified staff has been selected for their extensive early childhood experience, 

educational background, and sensitivity to the unique needs of young children.  They provide warm and 

nurturing understanding as well as the skillful guidance each child needs. 

 

All staff members are certified in First Aid and CPR and participate in a minimum of 15 hours of 

professional development annually.  We participate in monthly staff meetings often supplemented with a 

professional workshop.  We also benefit from professional resources through the Jewish Education 

Project.  We are licensed by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services as a childcare 

facility. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 

 

Before the start of the school year, a Back To School Night is scheduled in order for parents to meet the 

teachers and familiarize themselves with daily procedures and experience how your child(ren) will be 

spending their time here with us each day.  It is also an opportunity to address issues and concerns 

regarding separation.  The evening is designed to allow time to get acquainted with other parents and for 

answering any questions you may have about the first days of school.  This is an in-depth opportunity for 

all parents to learn about their child’s experience with us. (Due to Covid-19 protocols, parents will 

participate in a Zoom Back to School Night with their child’s teachers.) 

 

MEET MY TEACHER DAY 

 

Before the first day of school, children have the opportunity to see their classroom and meet their 

teachers and classmates on Meet My Teacher Day.  Children and parents are invited to the classroom for 

a short time to familiarize themselves with the room and place their photos in their cubby and class. (Due 

to Covid-19 protocols, we will hold a Drive-By Meet My Teacher Day in the WJC parking lot)  

 

PARENT / TEACHER COMMUNICATION 

 

Our goal is to always keep families informed of all curriculum activities and special events.  Although our 

teachers will mainly keep you apprised of day to day happenings with e-mails, photos, and private class 

Facebook posts, remember to also check your child’s backpack daily where you may find a note from 

your child’s teacher. 
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Communication between parents, teachers, and the director is always open and all questions or concerns 

regarding your child’s welfare are welcome and encouraged. Parents are also welcomed to address any 

issues with their child’s teacher and/or the director such as child development, nutrition, and toileting.  We 

have resources available for you if you need further assistance. Parent / Teacher conferences are 

scheduled twice during the school year, once in the late fall and again in the spring to discuss your child 

individually (see Parent / Teacher Conferences).   

 

If at any other time you need to get in touch with your child’s teacher, you may call the office and leave a 

message for them to contact you or if they prefer, you may contact them via e-mail.  Please do not try to 

talk to your child’s teacher at the door at drop off or pick up.  This is for the protection of your privacy and 

so that the teacher may greet and dismiss each child attentively. 

 

Please let the teachers know if there are any changes to your child’s routine that may affect that day’s 

experience.  We would like to know if your child had a restless night, had been away for the weekend, 

has a special family member visiting, etc. so that we can help make a smooth adjustment to class 

routines. 

 

CURRICULUM and NEWSLETTERS 

Our school curriculum is based on the Philosophy and Goals as stated in this handbook.  The 

preschool also has comprehensive “Developmental Goals” which outline specific objectives for 

each age group of children. Teachers design curriculum to meet these goals. A copy of the 

Developmental Goals is available for view in the ECE office and can be given to you at your 

request. 

 

Each teacher prepares their own curriculum and newsletters in accordance with the plan as 

stated above.  Teachers will keep you abreast of daily activities via e-mails and photos.  

 

Each class will have a private classroom FB page & we encourage you to check out and “like” our 

school’s public FB page as well. 

 

Each week you will also receive an update via e-mail, which will include school and temple 

events, and dates to remember.   

 

ANNUAL TRANSITIONS AND CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 

Your child’s year to year transitions are taken very seriously.  Deep consideration is given to 

determine the most appropriate placement that will optimize each child’s growth and 

development.  Many factors determine the class your child is placed in such as: 

• We strive to meet the social needs of each child by placing friends together when 

appropriate while introducing new and stimulating social situations for each child. 

• We also attempt to achieve a balance of girls and boys and an even distribution of 

birthdays within each age group.  New children are admitted to the school during the 

school year provided there is available space.  In addition, children remain in the same 

classroom for the entire year unless there are exceptional needs requiring a change. 

 

PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 

Parent / Teacher conferences are held twice a year.  There is a mini-conference in late fall which is 

available to parents to better acquaint themselves with their child’s teachers and to give parents a chance 

to ask questions about the class.  A more in-depth conference is held in the spring.  This conference will 

enable you to thoroughly discuss all aspects of your child’s growth and development in the school 
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environment and at home.  The focus of this conference will be on each child’s social, emotional, 

academic, and physical development, as well as Kindergarten readiness for Pre-K children. 

 

WJC PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

Parent and family functions are an integral part of our program.  In order to make special events happen, 

we need your support!  Your participation benefits and enriches the experience your child has with us and 

is a great way for you to get to know each other by working together.  We look forward to your 

participation in all aspects of our program. 

 

The WJC Parents Association coordinates parent volunteer efforts, helps with the running of school 

activities, provides classroom and teacher support, and coordinates fundraising activities. The monies 

raised from the fundraising efforts goes towards non-budgeted items that enrich our program.   

Your help is needed and encouraged in the following areas: (Due to Covid-19 protocols many of these 

events will not be available.  Please refer to your Parent Association letter for more details.) 

  

  Shop & Schmooze     Graduation (Pre-K only) 

  Holiday Teacher Appreciation Breakfast  Yearbook (Pre-K only) 

  Spring Staff Appreciation Breakfast  Classroom Support 

Mitzvah Moms (and Dads)   Grandparents/Special Friends Day 

Family Education Programs 

 

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 

 

Our school promotes a positive approach to managing children’s behavior.  We strive to find a 

constructive solution to the situation at hand while attempting to help the child process their feelings, 

recognize natural consequences, explore alternative solutions and outcomes, and develop internal self-

control.  To accomplish these goals, our teachers employ the following techniques on a daily basis.  We 

encourage their use at home as well.  A copy of our “Behavior Guidelines” is available in the School 

Office. 

 

PREVENTION 

Our classrooms are designed and equipped to meet the varying developmental needs of each 

child.  A well-designed environment can assist in the prevention of frustration and unnecessary 

hazards.  It also encourages independence, easy adult supervision, and opportunities for quiet 

time.  In addition, our daily routines provide plenty of time for play, a sense of security, minimal 

waiting, and as few transitions as possible. 

 

POSITIVE REDIRECTION 

This is the primary method used in managing difficult behaviors and entails redirecting 

unacceptable behavior to an acceptable alternative.  We acknowledge children for their positive 

behaviors and successes by describing what we see and how we feel.  “I see the books are all on 

the shelf.  It’s nice to treat our books with care.” 

 

MODELING 

Teacher-modeled appropriate behavior and communication, as well as positive peer models, are 

provided to help children find acceptable solutions to situations, learn appropriate vocabulary, and 

learn responsibility for their actions. 
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LIMIT SETTING 

Limits and choices are communicated simply and clearly.  Rules vary according to the 

development level of the children.  With each rule, the teacher communicates to the children what 

is expected in a positive tone, then explains the rules, and applies the rules consistently.  

 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

We appeal to the preschooler’s developing intellectual and moral reasoning by using natural and 

logical consequences and asking questions to encourage problem solving.  Teachers help the 

children to identify their needs, feelings, causes, alternatives, and choices. 

 

MANAGING OUTBURSTS 

When a child has a physical or emotional outburst, we provide comfort and privacy.  This allows 

the child to regain composure and ensures the safety of the other children and staff.  Positive 

statements are used such as, “Do you need to be by yourself for a while?  This seems to be hard 

for you right now; can I help you with this or help you find something else to do?” 

 

REGISTRATION AND TUITION PAYMENTS 

 

RETURN OF REGISTRATION FORMS (AUGUST PACKET) 

In order for us to be fully prepared for your child(ren), we must receive back from you all pertinent 

information about your child for our class records.  NY State law requires that all forms be on file 

prior to your child entering school.  Please help us to meet each child’s individual needs by 

completing and returning these forms as soon as possible and no later than September 2nd.  All 

required forms are available on the WJC website. 

 

TUITION PAYMENT PROCEDURES 

At the time of registration, a non-refundable deposit was needed to reserve your child’s place.  

This payment covered the May and June tuition installments plus a $50 registration fee.  

Thereafter, tuition is payable in 8 equal monthly installments.  Your payments, either by check, 

cash, or credit card will be recorded on your monthly statements. 

 

The school’s Tax I.D. number is available for those parents claiming the Child Care Credit.  

Please see the school office for further information. 

 

ABSENCE POLICY 

If your child misses school for any reason, we are unable to pro-rate the tuition or 

accommodate your child on other days.      

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 

 

BRINGING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL 

School hours for Toddlers are 9:30am – 12:30pm, three Year old’s from 9:30am – 2:00pm, and 

Four Year Olds from 9:30am – 2:30pm.  The optional Extended Morning Program begins at 

8:00am.  Optional Afternoon Extended Programs run until 1:00pm for Toddlers, 2:45pm for Three 

Year Olds, and 3:30pm for Four Year Olds.  We are very happy to offer our Wrap Around 

Program where all children can stay as late as 4:00PM. (Due to Covid-19 we will not offer 

extensions, early drop-off or Wrap Around Care until further notice. A staggered arrival 

and pick-up schedule will be e-mailed to you.) 
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Do not leave other children unattended in your car.  If you are unable to bring your infant or other 

child out of the car (i.e. due to illness), please make arrangements with another parent from your 

child’s class to bring your child to the school or to watch your infant/child. 

 

PICKING UP YOUR CHILD 

State regulations require that every child be released only to an adult listed on your Emergency/ 

Dismissal Form.  Otherwise please send a written note to the Preschool Office authorizing the 

adult picking up your child on that day.  Verbal authorization may be given in an emergency 

situation only.  Due to Covid-19, if your child is being picked up by another parent in our 

school, that parent MUST have a child in your child’s class. Photo identification will be 

required of any unfamiliar adult picking up a child for the first time. 

 

It is your responsibility to keep us informed of any changes regarding persons authorized 

to pick up your child from school.  You must update your Emergency/Dismissal Form 

when changes occur. 

 

CARPOOLS 

If your child is to go home with anyone other than an authorized carpool parent, please notify your 

child’s teacher in writing on the day of the change so that there is no confusion as to who is 

picking up your child.  Your child cannot be released to anyone else without written permission 

from a parent or legal guardian. (Due to Covid-19 protocols your child may only carpool with 

a child from the same class.) 

 

SAFETY AND PARKING 

Please drive no more than 5 mph in the parking lot!  Children can be difficult to see!  Do 

not block other cars or park in reserved or disabled spaces at any time.  The curb area in front of 

the building is for Emergency Vehicles only.  For the safety of everyone, please do not use cell 

phones while driving in the parking lot at any time!  We appreciate your cooperation. 

 

LATE PICKUP POLICY 

For the well-being of your child, please pick your child up on time.  We realize that there are times 

when an emergency situation arises.  If this occurs, please call the School Office so that we may 

make your child’s teacher and your child aware of your delay.  We will keep your child safe and 

occupied until your arrival. If you are late picking your child up regularly, you will be charged a 

fee, to be determined by the Director. 

 

ABSENCES 

It is necessary to call or e-mail the school if your child is ill on a daily basis so we can keep 

accurate attendance records and to keep your child’s teacher informed.  If your family is planning 

a vacation during regular school days, please let the teacher know as early as possible.  This will 

help in planning for special curricular events. Please refer to the Covid-19 Handbook 

Supplement for further information. 

 

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF YOUR CHILD 

Please do not send your child to school if he/she is uncharacteristically irritable or tired, as it is extremely 

difficult to comfort your child under these conditions in the normal school environment.  If you do not want 

your child to participate in outdoor or physically active activities for any reason, please keep your child at 

home that day.  Your child’s health is of utmost importance to us.  We do not want to expose your child to 

unnecessary illnesses any more than you want your child to be exposed. 
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PLEASE REFER TO THE COVID-19 HANDBOOK SUPPLEMENT 

WHICH OVERRIDES ANY CONFLICTING INFORMATION IN THIS 

SECTION UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE! 
 

ILLNESSES:  COLDS, FLU, AND MILD ILLNESSES 

Please keep your child at home if he/she exhibits signs of illness, if he/she has had a fever in the 

last 72 hours, or if he or she has had diarrhea or has been throwing up for any reason within the 

last 72 hours.  If your child has any of the above symptoms at school, we must remove your child 

from the classroom and call you to pick him/her up.  Children will remain in our sick room until 

they are picked up so that the other children are not exposed.  Please use good judgment and 

avoid discomfort to your child. Even if your child expresses a desire to come to school, please do 

not send your child to needlessly expose other children.  We appreciate your understanding.  We 

are only looking out for the health of your child as well as the other children in the school. 

Children need to be fever free and/or have had no diarrhea or vomiting for 72 hours 

without the aid of fever reducing medication before returning to school. 

 

OTHER CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 

Contagious diseases must be reported to the ECE Office as soon as the illness is diagnosed so 

other parents can be notified of their child’s exposure.  These diseases include but are not limited 

to:  chicken pox, strep throat, conjunctivitis (pink eye), head lice, fifths disease, impetigo, scarlet 

fever, and ring worm. 

 

ALLERGIES 

If your child has chronic allergies, please remember that when the nasal mucous is no longer 

clear in color, your child may not attend school.  Please send in a note from your child’s doctor if 

your doctor has determined that the nasal mucous is not contagious and is due to allergies.  

 

MEDICATIONS 

Medication consent forms & Individual Health Care Plan forms must be completed and signed by 

the parent and physician before staff is permitted to store and/or administer any medication.  

These are state mandated forms in order to protect the safety of your child.  Medications will be 

kept in your child’s teacher’s emergency bag.  A written log of administration is kept and when the 

medication is no longer needed, it is returned to the parent.   

 

Emergency medication includes Benedryl, epi-pen, asthma medication and nebulizer.  It must be 

left in the original container with a prescription label that includes:  the child’s name, prescription 

number, doctor’s name, complete instructions, issue date, and expiration date.  Please do not 

place any medication in your child’s lunch box, backpack, cubby, or given to your child’s teacher.  

This procedure must be handled through the School Office only. All forms must be updated every 

six (6) months. 

Medications can be administered in an emergency situation only! 

 

BITING 

Although we understand that children will bite out of frustration, this is not an acceptable behavior 

because of the serious nature of the injury.  We are committed to helping children find other 

acceptable means of expressing their emotions.  Parents may be asked to remove their child 

from the classroom for the day if biting becomes repetitive. 
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ANIMAL / PET POLICY 

Unfortunately, animals are not allowed on school premises.  Families are not permitted to bring 

dogs or other animals as pets to school. 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY ACCIDENT PROCEDURES 

We are aware that accidents can happen both inside and outside our building.  Although we 

make every effort to prevent accidents from occurring, if an accident should occur, we will, as 

necessary: 

- Administer first aid (by teacher or school staff member) 

- Call parents 

- Call child’s physician (if neither parent or emergency contact cannot be reached) 

- Take child to nearest hospital 

When your child receives a scrape, cut, or abrasion of any kind requiring our attention, we clean 

the wound, apply a band aid and/or ice if necessary, and fill out an Accident Report logging the 

injury as well as place a notice in your child’s backpack. 

 All of our staff has been trained and certified in both CPR and First-Aid. 

 

FIRE DRILLS 

Routine shelter in place, lock down and fire drills are held throughout the year. Evacuation 

procedures are posted in each classroom.  

 

EMERGENCY DISASTER PLAN 

In the event of a major emergency disaster, where the entire facility has to be evacuated, the Red 

Cross will direct us to the nearest shelter and a notice will be posted informing parents of our 

exact location.  The school does have an evacuation procedure in place which is posted 

throughout the school building.  No specific location for an evacuation plan can be given until the 

exact nature of the emergency is known. 

 

SECURITY 

The inner doors to the school are kept locked at all times and a Security Guard is stationed at the 

front of the synagogue during school hours.  Additionally, the parking lot and playground cameras 

are monitored at all times.  Parents are issued one key fob per family to allow entrance to the 

inner school doors.  A $20 returnable deposit is required for the fob.  All visitors must sign in at 

the front desk.  You can pick up your fob from Debbie in the Early Childhood office. (Due to 

Covid-19 protocols, no adults other than staff members will be permitted in the building 

until further notice.) 

 

EMERGENCY FORMS 

Each child’s Emergency Form is kept on file in the school office and with your child’s teacher.  

This information is always taken by the teacher whenever they are out of the classroom.  It is vital 

that the information on this form be updated when there are any changes. 

 

NUTRITION 

 

SNACKS 

We serve nutritious, nut free, kosher only snacks every day.  Every snack includes water, fresh 

fruit, and a dairy or grain product.  On frequent occasions, we provide cultural cooking 

experiences as well. Teachers may deviate from the scheduled snack by posting an alternative 

snack on any given day outside their classroom.  (Due to Covid-19 protocols, we are unable to 
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provide our healthy snack program.  Please send in a daily nutritious, kosher, and nut free 

snack for your child in a Ziploc bag until further notice.) 

 

ALLERGIES 

If your child has any special food needs because of allergies or any other reason, please notify us 

in writing. With your help, we will develop an alternative nutritional plan for your child. Please fill 

out the Allergy Form distributed in the Registration packets.  All allergies are posted in all 

classrooms, the Youth Lounge and gym, and in the School Office.   

 

LUNCHES 

Due to allergies we are a NUT FREE school – No peanut butter or nut products of any kind are 

permitted.  Children who eat lunch at school can sign up and pay for a school lunch to be served 

or else they need to bring a healthy, dairy lunch from home.  Because we observe Kosher 

dietary laws, NO MEAT PRODUCTS will be allowed at school.  If you send in a non-dairy lunch, 

we will provide your child with an alternative lunch.  If your child eats school lunch, please provide 

a healthy snack, and drink (we will provide water) to accompany it.  Any food should be brought in 

a properly insulated and labeled paper bag or Ziploc bag only.  Please make sure all containers 

are tightly sealed to avoid leakage!  We are unable to heat your child’s lunch but do have 

refrigerators in the classrooms. 

 

Lunches and snacks should be sent ready to be eaten, i.e. fruits peeled and sliced at home.  This 

will help your child enjoy lunch without any frustrations.  Leftover perishable foods will be 

discarded. Please do not send in grapes, raisins, baby carrots, or any foods that can block the 

windpipe and cause choking.  

 

Do not send candy or sweets in your child’s lunch!  Please make sure to abide by this rule at all 

times as it is unfair for a staff member to have to take these items away from your child in order 

for us to encourage good eating habits in school. 

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

Children enjoy celebrating their birthdays in the classroom with their friends.  You may want to 

send in a special (Kosher) snack for the day of your child’s celebration.  Your child’s teacher will 

be happy to schedule a convenient date for you and will provide you with details and appropriate 

suggestions for birthday treats.  We encourage you to send in healthy alternatives to sugar 

products in accordance with our policy of healthy eating.   

PLEASE NOTE:  To avoid conflicts over choices, all birthday snacks should be identical in 

color, shape, and flavors and cannot be homemade! Due to Covid-19 protocols, all 

birthday snacks must also come individually packaged until further notice. 

 

Only one child’s birthday will be scheduled on a given day.  We also avoid scheduling birthday 

observances on Friday because of Shabbat. 

 

If you are having a private party for your child, please do not send invitations (or thank you notes) 

to school to be put in cubbies.  We will return them to you.  Even if you are inviting the whole 

class, they may be easily lost, resulting in hurt feelings! 

 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

Celebration of Jewish holidays is a major component of our Judaic curriculum.  The children 

participate in holiday observances in both the classroom and in the sanctuary with our rabbi and 
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cantor.  Passover and Chanukah are celebrated with families in the classroom where the 

children are given the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned about the holidays.  

Pre-K classes perform a musical presentation for these holidays as well. (Due to Covid-19 

protocols we will not be holding schoolwide celebrations or inviting families into the 

school until further notice.) 

 

Shabbat is celebrated in both the sanctuary with the rabbi and cantor and in your child’s 

classroom each Friday.  Parents are invited to participate with their child’s class on your child’s 

special Shabbat day. (Due to Covid-19 protocols, Shabbat celebrations will be held in your 

child’s classroom without parents.  The Rabbi or Cantor will be able to visit 1 class each 

week on Shabbat until further notice.) 

 

On Purim children are encouraged to come to school dressed as their favorite Purim character or 

other costume. (PLEASE – NO masks or weapons!)  We have a schoolwide carnival and parade 

on this day. (Due to Covid-19 protocols classes will be celebrating Purim in their classroom 

until further notice.) 

 

In honor of Yom Ha’Atzmaut – Israel’s Independence Day Celebration, children are asked to 

come to school dressed in blue and white and special Israel Day activities are planned. 

 

School is closed for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Passover, and 

Shavuot.  We are NOT closed for Chanukah and Purim. Please refer to the school calendar for 

more information. 

 

SECULAR HOLIDAYS 

Other secular holidays observed include Columbus Day, Election Day, Veterans Day, 

Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King’s Birthday, New Year’s Day, President’s Week, and Memorial 

Day. Please refer to the school calendar for further info. 

 

Halloween and Valentine’s Day are NOT observed at school because of the religious roots of 

these holidays.  Children may not come to school in costume, and please do not distribute any 

cards or candy to other children in the school or on temple grounds. 

 

MORE JUDAICA IN OUR SCHOOL 

 

CHALLAH DELIVERY 

We are happy to offer weekly delivery of fresh baked challah for your Shabbat table directly to 

your child’s cubby.  Orders are taken twice during the year. 

 

TZEDAKAH 

The mitzvah of tzedakah is an ongoing theme throughout our Jewish curriculum.  Our school 

participates in our schoolwide tzedakah project throughout the year.  To instill the concept of 

giving, you are asked to participate weekly (on Shabbat) by giving your child coins to contribute to 

their class tzedakah box.   

 

OUR CLERGY 

We are fortunate to have supportive clergy who are involved in our early childhood programming.  

Our Rabbi and Cantor visit the classrooms weekly to sing songs and read stories and celebrate 

Havdalah, as well as lead Friday school Shabbat celebrations, and attend all special holiday 

events at school. Our clergy is always available to offer support and guidance to both families and 

staff. We invite you to join us for monthly Tot Shabbat celebrations which feature a different class 
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each month, followed by dinner. (Due to Covid-19 protocols we will not be holding 

schoolwide Shabbat or holiday celebrations or in person Tot Shabbats until further 

notice.) 

 

 

 

NEW CHILDREN / SEPARATION 

 

YOUR CHILD’S FIRST DAYS AT SCHOOL 

Parents are the most important people in children’s lives.  The most difficult part of entering 

school is separating from parents/caregivers and learning that when the parent leaves, he/she is 

not gone forever and will return.  Therefore, for the toddlers, we begin the year in a gradual 

manner.  This allows the children to have as much time as they need to feel comfortable in their 

new environment.  For this reason, we ask that parents/caregivers make arrangements to spend 

the necessary time on premises if needed for the first week or two.  However, we realize that this 

may not be possible for working parents and we want you to rest assure that we will handle the 

situation in the most loving and caring manner. (Due to Covid-19 protocols, parents will not be 

permitted into the school, but we do ask that you remain available by phone.) 

 

A full morning in the early days of school may be too overwhelming for some children, and it may 

be necessary to shorten your child’s day and gradually increase it as the weeks progress. Your 

child’s teacher will provide you with information regarding your child’s separation process and 

how we can all best meet his/hers needs.  All two year olds have a shortened schedule for the 

first two weeks of school, which is detailed in the welcome letter you receive in August. 

 

DROPPING OFF / PICKING UP YOUR CHILD 

Please refer to the Covid-19 Handbook Supplement for Drop-Off and Pick-Up procedures. 

  

DIAPERS AND TOILETING 

DIAPERS 

If your child is not toilet trained, we ask that you provide a few diapers daily in your child’s cubby 

along with a fresh change of clothing.  We also request that each parent contribute two boxes 

of gallon size resealable plastic bags and two boxes of baby wipes to your child’s class.   

 

TOILETING 

Children in the toddler program may come to school in diapers.  The teaching staff will change 

your child’s diaper on an as needed basis during the school day.  We recognize that toileting 

skills are developed at each child’s own pace; therefore, we are happy to assist you and your 

child in the toilet-learning process at the appropriate time. 

 

It is our policy to require that children entering the three-year-old and pre-k program be toilet 

trained.  However, we realize that children develop at different rates and that it is possible that 

your child will still be in diapers.  If your child is not ready for toileting, or is in the process of 

learning, he/she may attend our program in a diaper, and we will work with this on a case by case 

basis.  In order to maintain our staffing ratios in the older children’s classrooms and accessibility 

to the diaper changing area, we feel that this policy best serves the interest of all children in the 

school. 
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS – INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

In the event of snow or severe weather (hurricane, flooding, power outages, etc.) please be 

aware of the following:   

If Syosset schools are closed, we are closed 

If Syosset has a delayed opening, OUR CLASSES WILL BEGIN AT 10:30AM 

Occasionally, Syosset schools may be open or delayed, but we will decide to close.  You will be 

notified by e-mail, phone, or text. Information can also be found at www.news12.com  

EARLY MORNING DROP IN POLICY 

Parents who wish to have their children arrive early on a drop-in basis may arrive no earlier than 

8:00am and must sign their child in with the staff member present.  Our early morning program 

takes place in our gym.  Drop-In fees will be billed with your monthly statement and are payable 

upon receipt in order to utilize the program. (Due to Covid-19 protocols, there will be no Early 

Drop-In until further notice.) 

 

CLOTHING 

Your child’s comfort is important for an enjoyable day at school.  For your child to freely 

participate in all messy and outdoor activities, please “dress for mess”.  Even though children are 

encouraged to wear smocks when painting, paint may still stain their clothing. 

 

Please label ALL garments with either commercial labels or permanent marker on the garment’s 

tag.  Be sure to label their extra clothes left at school as well. 

 

Open sandals, crocs, and slip-on shoes are unsafe to play in, especially outside, and are not 

allowed.  Your child should always wear socks to school as well.  (We do allow water shoes or 

sandals for water play if the weather is warm enough at the end of the year and during camp). 

 

The weather is changeable!  We ask that you always provide sweaters, jackets, hats and mittens 

for your child’s warmth and comfort to accommodate the weather.  For your child’s protection, 

please apply sunscreen to your child in the morning.  If you would like us to reapply at school, you 

must provide your child’s own sunscreen and sign our OTC non-prescription medication form. 

 

On the first day of school, please bring a complete extra set of LABELLED clothing—pants, shirt, 

underwear, and socks in a labeled zip-lock bag to be left at school.  We are not responsible for 

lost clothing. 

If you child needs to borrow clothing that is not their own, please launder and return the clothing 

to school promptly. 

 

As we will be going outside every day, weather permitting, we ask that parents bring a 

labelled raincoat and boots to leave at school. Children love to jump in puddles! 

 

TOYS FROM HOME 

Please leave all toys at home! Toys become easily lost, the child becomes upset, and the class is 

easily disrupted.  The school cannot be responsible for lost toys. 

 

Each class has its own sharing day policies, and you will be informed of the schedule by your 

child’s teacher in the first weeks of school.  

 

BREAKFAST FOODS 

http://www.news12.com/
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In fairness to all children, please do not bring your child into school eating breakfast foods.  It is in 

the child’s best interest to complete their breakfast at home.  We will serve the children a mid-

morning healthy snack that you have sent from home. 

 

YOUR CHILD’S CUBBY 

Each child is assigned his or her own cubby. Cubbies are to be used for information that pertains 

to the temple and school only.  Distribution of anything else must be done with the approval of the 

Director. 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

 Please check with the School Office to see if any misplaced items have been found. 

 

BUSING 

 

We are happy to be able to arrange bus service to those families needing it with Huntington Coach.  

Buses come equipped with built in car seats and seat belts for the children.  The school bus arrives at or 

about 9am and early care is provided for those children arriving earlier than their scheduled class times.  

Please inquire at the School Office for more detailed information.  At the time of this publication, we 

are still waiting to hear if busing will be available due to Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


