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Shavuot, The Holiday of Wheat Harvest  

 

The Scroll of Ruth is read during Shavuot, as the story takes place during the wheat 
harvest. Another reason, some say, is that Ruth received the Jewish Law (i.e. 
converted) just as the People of Israel received the Law on Shavuot.  

Wheat is the primary food staple for billions of people all over the world (cf. the 
news from Eastern Europe). It is no coincidence that wheat is heading the list of  שבעת
  .the Seven Crops of the Land of Israelהמינים, 

Where did wheat originate?  

 the “mother of all wheat”, the wild wheat Triticum dicoccoides was firstאם החיטה, 
discovered in Rosh-Pinna in the Galilee by Aaron Aronson in 1906.  
 

Continued, p. 8 

Schnorr von Carolsfeld — Ruth 1825 
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In person and Zoom    

The 1st Friday of each month is Family  
Shabbat 7:00; Junior Congregation Saturday 
10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  
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Congregation Shir Shalom COVID Status 
 

The COVID Committee met on Sunday, March 6th to review the current protocols 

and determine new protocols based on current data.  The following has been 

established as our updated COVID policy: 

 

• For any event occurring in the building, unvaccinated individuals must continue 

to wear a mask.  For Individuals who are vaccinated, at least the first two shots, 

wearing a mask will be optional. 

 

• For those Makom students who are vaccinated, wearing a mask is optional.  

Those students who are unvaccinated must continue to wear a mask. 

 

• Out of courtesy and respect to others, those individuals serving as shamash will 

continue to wear a mask during Shabbat services. 

Gail Kaiser, Jeff Schragenheim, and the COVID Committee 

Please be sure to visit, like and share Congregation Shir Shalom’s Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/ShirShalomRockland. This page is open to all CSS 

members, family, friends and potential new members. We also welcome you to 

post information and photos on this page that are appropriate to Congregation 

Shir Shalom. 
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From Co-President Jeff Schragenheim 

It is bittersweet that I sit at my computer and write my final bulletin article as 
president/co-president of Nanuet Hebrew Center and Congregation Shir 
Shalom. While the latter has only been around for a year, the amount of work 
that went into consolidating the legacy congregations was almost as much as 
my first five years as president/co-president of the former. It has been a 
wonderful and fulfilling time in my life.  A time I look upon with more fondness 
than heartache.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have 
given of themselves to make my experience a most memorable one. 

Thank you, Rita Fogelman.  It was you who convinced me to take on the 
presidency of Nanuet Hebrew Center and to start this six-year journey.  
Although I would have never imagined that it would be six years.  Without your 
reassurance and faith in me, I would never have agreed to take on this 
responsibility. 

Thank you, Adam Sayer.  When I agreed to be the NHC president, I told you 
that I was a bit shaky with the financial aspects of the job. You helped me 
through the finances and are still doing it to this day. Your dedication to both 
Nanuet Hebrew Center and Congregation Shir Shalom is beyond 
commendable. 

Thank you, Bruce Pollack.  When you were co-president of Nanuet Hebrew 
Center, your ability to communicate with the congregation, and make each and 
every one of us feel welcomed is something that I still aspire to possess. Your 
taking on of the weekly announcements and being our social media guru, has 
not only helped me tremendously, but has added to the warmth of our 
community. 

Thank you, Charlie Markowitz. Whenever I needed something to get done, you 
were there.  Whether it was something as simple as setting up speakers for our 
dances, or as complex as overseeing the LED lighting project, you were always 
there.  

Thank you, Rabbi Kurland.  You were the keystone to the success of the 
merging of our two legacy congregations.  But moreover, you have been a 
wonderful friend and mentor for over 35 years.  From the guidance you 
provided in Camp Ramah in the Berkshires, to your leadership at Westchester 
Jewish Center, and to your support and direction at Nanuet Hebrew Center, you 
have been the one who made my presidency endurable.  
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I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the consolidation. Thank you to all of the 
members of the Steering Committee.  From the first day we met, I knew that our 
future would be bright.  Thank you, Arnie Kronick, David Tanenbaum, Susan 
Bernstein, Harriet Spevack, Fred Robinovitz, Adam Sayer, Gail Kaiser, and Jay 
Jaffe. 

Last but certainly not least, thank you Gail Kaiser.  You are my sounding board, 
my voice of reason, and my “synagogue wife”.  I could not have asked for a better 
partner with whom to endure the last several years.  When I was down, you picked 
me up.  When I was frustrated and angry, you usually agreed with me, but then 
showed me the solution to the problem.  You truly helped me maintain my sanity.  
For this, I will be forever grateful. You are the 99 to my Maxwell Smart. That’s an 
inside joke for those who are reading this.  

In closing, while the tenure of Gail’s and my co-presidency has come to an end., 
we know that we are leaving the synagogue in very capable hands. As the new 
leadership takes on their roles, our synagogue will continue to grow and prosper. 
We hope that we have served you well and we thank you for your past support.   

Jeff Schragenheim, Co-President, Congregation Shir Shalom 

 

Do you need community service hours? 
Would you like to help the environment and CSS? 

 
We are looking for a few volunteers to come to the Shul once a week 
to pick up the recyclable items (paper and plastic) and bring them to 

proper recycling bins.  The town does not pick up 
these items from CSS. 
 

If you are interested and would like to volunteer, 

please call Kari@845-708-9181 

✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ 
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From Co-President Gail Kaiser 

“How lucky I am to have had something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”  

    ~A. A. Milne (Winnie-the-Pooh)                                                                           

As I sit down to write what will ultimately be my final article as Co-President for the 
Bulletin, my thoughts are immediately drawn back to exactly one year ago. At that 
time, I was contemplating what to write as my tenure as Co-President of Nanuet 
Hebrew Center was quickly drawing to a close. I fondly looked back at my then 21 
year association with the synagogue – the many functions and events in which I 
had participated and those which I ran and hosted. I shared how much I enjoyed 
having had the opportunity to get to know and befriend a large number of 
congregants. I spoke about how I’ve come full circle in my synagogue affiliation – 
from Pomona Jewish Center to Nanuet Hebrew Center and then as part of the 
newly consolidated Congregation Shir Shalom. 

To cite a quote from Margaret McMillan in Where the Angels Lived, “It’s so difficult 
to say goodbye because, really, we’ve only just said hello”, it’s hard to believe that 
almost a year has gone by since the day last July when our two shuls became 
one. I’m so proud to have been part of the Steering Committee who, along with its 
five major sub-committees (House, Legal, Financial, Ritual, Outreach & 
Engagement) were instrumental in putting together this consolidation and bringing 
it to fruition. It took much hard work, time, and dedication to get this accomplished, 
and there is still much that needs to be done. Congregation Shir Shalom is at the 
beginning of its journey, and I feel assured that its leadership and congregants will 
persist in working hard for the betterment of the synagogue, thereby continuing to 
ensure its financial stability and future in this county. 

But time marches on, and so must I. The consolidation agreement, which legally 
established this synagogue, calls for Jeff and I to have a one-year term as Co-
Presidents. So, the time to turn over the helm to someone else has arrived. I feel 
incredibly luck to have had the opportunity to serve the synagogue in this capacity 
for the past year and for the two years prior to the consolidation. I will always be 
grateful for the support and cooperation of the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Board, the Rabbi and the Cantor, our office and custodial staff. My heartfelt thanks 
go the congregation. You elected me as your representative, and I have worked 
tirelessly and done my best to see that your concerns, feelings, and opinions were 
heard and addressed.  

There are two very special individuals who are very important in my life and whose 
respect, caring, and support made this endeavor possible. The first is Jeff 
Schragenheim, my good friend and my Co-President. Jeff and I have been friends  
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for a long time and have worked together to plan and execute a number of projects 
and functions for the synagogue. So, when his call for assistance as President went 
out, I had to respond in the affirmative. I don’t regret my decision for one moment. 
We know each other’s strengths and weaknesses, and we see eye-to-eye on 
issues relating to the synagogue. I couldn’t have asked for a better Co-President, 
and it’s been a real pleasure to work with him. Thank you, Jeff, for making this a 
true partnership!!  

The other individual is my wonderful husband, Michael, who cares about the 
synagogue just as much as I do. He has demonstrated a real understanding and 
acceptance of my commitment to the shul and my need to engage on a nearly full-
time basis. Thank you, Michael, for being there for me, time and time again!! 

So, as my days as Co-President dwindle down to a precious few, I truly believe that 
the opening quote sums up my feelings. Being Co-President hasn’t been easy, but 
it has been incredibly rewarding, and I’m very thankful and lucky to have been 
given the chance to take on this role in this synagogue. I may be vacating the office 
of President, but I’m not abdicating the responsibility and commitment I feel towards 
the synagogue. In addition to becoming an immediate past president and serving 
on the Executive Board, with your support and votes at the Congregation meeting 
on Wednesday, June 22nd, I hope to resume my former position as Corresponding 
Secretary. So, you will still be hearing from me – albeit in a different capacity. 

To all of you, with my warmest regards, be well, and stay safe. Continue to support 
the leadership of Shir Shalom as well as the synagogue itself with your voices, your 
actions, and your dollars. Thank you to all from the bottom of my heart!! 

Fondly, 

Gail Kaiser, Co-President, Congregation Shir Shalom 
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 Continued from cover 
 

Aaron Aronson (1876-1919) immigrated to the Land of Israel (then Palestine) as a child in 
1882 and grew up to become an agronomist and researcher who traveled extensively 
throughout the region. Aronson was also a statesman who realized that the Zionist 
Enterprise had little future under the Ottoman rule. during WWI he and his friends founded 
an underground intelligence organization, called NILI ‘ ’, נילי an acronym for “The Glory of 
Israel will never lie” (Samuel I, 15:29) to help England drive the Turks out of the country. 
His sister, Sara, was tortured and died in a Turkish jail and he was killed in an airplane 
accident after the war ended.  
 
The future of global wheat crops might, too,  have a strong connection to the Land of 
Israel. stem rust disease has been destroying crops for Millenia. This pathogen can attach 
itself to ripe seeds if they are wet and destroys the next year’s crops. (That is why we stop 
praying for rain just before the barley harvest in Passover.) Eventually, a partial solution 
was found – stocking seeds from “dry” years for sowing after “wet” years – but it is 
impractical where it rains all year around.  A relative of wheat that is resistant to stem rust 
disease was discovered in the Sharon coastal plain of Israel.  The following is an excerpt 
from https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/03/220325093935.htm  
 
An obscure species of wild grass contains "blockbuster" disease resistance that can be 
cross bred into wheat to give immunity against one of the deadliest crop pathogens. 
A collaborative international team of researchers identified the stem rust resistance gene 
from the wild goat grass species Aegilops sharonensis. 
 
The research team led by the John Innes Centre, The Sainsbury Laboratory, and the 
University of Minnesota used bioinformatic advances to develop the first accurate genome 
map of Aegilops sharonensis. 
 
The genetic potential of this hardy relative of wheat found in Israel and southern Lebanon 
has been largely unexplored. 
 
Using the genetic map and a search tool technique called Mutant Hunter the team scanned 
the genome for mutations looking for ones which were different in plants that were 
immune to stem rust, a disease which has troubled farmers for millennia. 
 
This search identified a candidate gene, which the researchers thought was responsible for 
protecting plants. Using molecular tweezers, they isolated the gene of interest and 
transferred it into a susceptible plant, where it conferred strong protection against all tested 
strains of the wheat stem rust fungus, Puccinia graminis f. sp. tritici. 
 
Dr Brande Wulff, a wheat researcher at King Abdullah University of Science and 
Technology (KAUST), formerly a group leader at the John Innes Centre and one of the 
authors of the study said: "We now have this blockbuster gene that confers amazing 
immunity. If I were stem rust, I would be shaking in my spore." 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/03/220325093935.htm
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"It has been an arduous research journey lasting many years, but we have now found this 
gene that confers broad-spectrum resistance. We have yet to come across an isolate of the 
pathogen which can overcome the gene," added John Innes Centre researcher Dr Guotai 
Yu, first author of the study.In this study which appears in Nature Communications, 
experiments showed that the Sr62 gene encodes a molecule called a tandem protein kinase. 
Ongoing studies are looking at how this gene functions so researchers can biologically 
engineer the mechanism to be more efficient. 
 
The research team plans to employ the new gene as part of a stack of genes -- bred into 
commonly used wheat varieties -- using genetic modification technology. They predict 
more resistance genes will be identified in and cloned from populations of Aegilops 
sharonensis and other wild grasses using their methods of gene discovery and deployment. 
Aegilops sharonensis is known to possess many traits of agricultural importance such as 
resistance to major diseases including rusts. However, its long generation time, tough seed 
coat, and difficulties of crossing it with wheat cultivars have made it less tractable than 
other species of wild grasses being mined for useful genetic traits. 
 
This makes the findings in this study even more valuable, explains Professor Brian 
Steffenson from the University of Minnesota and co-author of the study: "Given the great 
difficulties in crossing Aegilops sharonensis to wheat, we were fairly certain that the rust 
resistance genes discovered in the wild species would be novel." Aegilops sharonensis has 
a very narrow habitat range along the coastal plain of the Mediterranean Sea. Professor 
Steffenson adds: "It is therefore timely and important that efforts were made to collect and 
characterize accessions of this species before they are lost to urbanization. It is our hope 
that the resistance gene cloned in this research will, when combined other genes, confer 
long-lasting resistance in wheat varieties, thereby reducing the threat of the stem rust 
disease." 
 
The study highlights recent developments in Latin America where GM (Genetically 
Modified) wheat engineered for drought tolerance has been approved -- potentially paving 
the way for GM traits to be bred into wheat more widely in the face of the climate crisis. 
 
The search for resistance against stem rust has become more urgent as epidemics of the 
disease are becoming more frequent and climate change threatens to further increase its 
spread. 
 
"Pathogens like stem rust, already reduce the yield of wheat by 21 per cent. Not only is the 
grain itself lost or damaged by the pathogen, but also the energy that goes into production 
-- an equivalent of 420 billion kilowatts -- enough to power 300 million homes in the 
developing world is wasted. If we can intervene with genetics, by recruiting the resistance 
found in this wild-wispy looking grass then that would be an amazing contribution to 
agriculture and climate change," said Dr Wulff. 
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 Religious School News מקום

The Place to Learn to Gather to Grow! 

A New Educational Project of Congregation Shir Shalom 
  
On May 13, 2022 we gathered together for Friday night prayers 
and Shabbat dinner. We really enjoyed our enthusiastic Pre-k 
— Grade 1 students who led us in candle lighting and Bim 
Bam. Our students in grades three and four led us in Sim 
Shalom, Lecha Dodi, Shema, Aleinu, V’shamru and Shalom 
Aleichem, showing their new tefilah skills, and giving us all 
lots of nachas. On Shabbat morning, May 14, 2022, our sixth 
and seventh graders did an amazing job in leading us 
throughout the service. It was wonderful to have a kiddush 
together and socialize after the service.  

On Sunday morning, May 15 we had our graduation and 
awards ceremony in the beautiful Shir Shalom Sanctuary with 
a reception following in the ballroom. We had a final hurrah 
activity with Paintball led by our youth leader, Rachel Benner.  

Mazal tov to our graduates Julianne Harbus and Simon 
Morenberg upon your graduation from Makom Religious 
School. We look forward to your continued participation in 
Jewish life.  

Have  a great summer! 

Rebecca Bernstein, Education Director 
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Why Junior Congregation? 
Why bring your kids Shabbat morning?   

Games, snacks, stories, Hebrew reading and more! 
Your children can actually enjoy coming to synagogue!  

Junior Congregation is not just sitting around reading prayers. It is an active 
learners service open to all kids in Makom and any other families or friends.   
Pre-schoolers to 7th grade welcome.   

At Junior Congregation children will indeed practice 
Hebrew reading skills taught in class, but also learn 
why we say different prayers and discuss meaning 
through current modern connections and stories. 
Children are encouraged to think beyond the written 
page. We analyze and discuss prayers and stories, 
using problem solving skills and manipulatives, drama 
and games. Torah stories are read and discussed 
each time and we find connections to our lives as well.  

For example, on March 5th the Torah portion was about 
building the Mishkan, the portable sanctuary the 

Hebrews built in the desert.  Following the discussion of how and why, kids 
constructed their own Mishkan, including the menorah and ark with the eternal 
light. (Pictured – Galya Gabai, Joseph Petrocelli, Benjamin Petrocelli) 

On March 19th we discussed what it was like 
to be a slave in Egypt and related the 
Passover story to our lives today. Kids built 
pyramids like the Hebrew Slaves, recreated 
the Egyptians drowning in the sea of Reeds 
and Moses on top of Mount Sinai. (Pictured 
Erin Melzer, Hailey Benner, Addison 
Benner, Galya Gabai, Morah Mindy) 

Join our Junior Congregation! 

We meet Shabbat mornings while school is in session. Each Shabbat that we 
meet is a different theme.  Themes include prayers, stories, holidays etc.  For 
more information, exact dates, and times, please contact the Shir Shalom 
office.  I look forward to seeing you at our future Junior Congregations.   

See you all soon!  Kids bring your parents! 
Mindy Sayer (Jr. Congregation leader.) 

*Creations made on Shabbat.  Photographs taken Sunday morning during Makom. 
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CenterRock Youth 
Rachel Benner, Youth Advisor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In May, CenterRock had our send off for the Makom Program.  
 
Our Emek President, Maya, ran COLOR WARS! All the kids had a blast 
throwing paint balls, playing duck duck SPLAT and just got to enjoy the sun.  
 
A few weeks later we joined the Jewish American War Veterans in their 
annual Mitzvah of fixing up the gravesites at Brick Church. The kids joined 
in singing Taps and honoring the fallen soldiers.   
 
We are gearing up for our upcoming year, putting a schedule in place and 
our new group of USY/Kadima! 
  
Be on the lookout for the upcoming fun: 
 
High Exposure 
Medieval times 
Army games 
Rye Playland  
Snow Tubing  
Ice Skating  
Mountain Creek  
And so much more!!  
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Tzedakah 
Kari Warren 

For those of you who are not sure of how Tzedakah works — It is really 
very simple.... The minimum donation is $5.00 (and the dollar amount is NOT 
included on the card). Pick a fund — General, Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, 
Cantor's Discretionary Fund, Building Fund, Shabbos Club, MAKOM, or Choir 
Fund. You can call, mail or e-mail your donation to the office. This is a great 
way to help your shul and acknowledge life cycle events in someone's 
life. Congregation Shir Shalom will send a card to the person letting them know 
that you made a donation in their honor or by sending them condolences. We 
also will list your donation in the Bulletin.  You may also make a donation to 
someone that is not a member of the shul.  They will also receive a note as well, 
as long as you supply us with their address.  If you have any additional 
questions, please call or e-mail me @ kari.warren@shirshalomrockland.org  

mailto:kari.warren@nanuethc.org
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                        HAZAK 
 

We had a change of plans for our May meeting. The restaurant 
that we were planning on going to was no longer open for lunch. 
Instead, we had our meeting at Kosher Castle in Monsey. 
Everyone enjoyed their lunch. After lunch, we had a brief 
meeting and discussed taking a boat ride this summer along the 
Hudson or possibly around Manhattan or even to “Infinity and 
Beyond”, and have Buss as a tour guide. 
 
For our meeting on June 2nd, it will be held back at the synagogue 
at 12:00. Don’t forget to bring your dairy lunch. At this meeting 
we will continue our discussions about the boat ride. In addition 
we should decide on some arts and crafts projects that we would 
like to do at future meetings. After the meeting we will continue 
playing some new and exciting games.  
 
As everyone enjoyed the luncheon at Kosher Castle, we are 
planning on doing it again on June 30 at 12:00. I hope everyone 
will be able to attend. 
 
Here is something to think about before going exercising this 
summer: 
 
     Husband to Wife:  
  I’m going for a run… 
          Well, a jog… 
          Actually, a brief walk… 
          I’ll just be outdoors. 
      
Wife: I support whatever you decide on! 
 
Enjoy a very safe and warm summer. 

Super Senior Executive VP and Unofficial Covid-19 free Hazak 
Writer  

                                       Arthur Fishman 
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REMINDER — TEA, PEANUT BUTTER & CEREAL 

Multiple synagogues help with the Rhoda Bloom 
Kosher Food Pantry and provide different types of 
food. Congregation Shir Shalom's responsibility is to 
supply TEA (boxes of tea bags), PEANUT BUTTER and 
CEREAL (boxes) to the Food Pantry families. Please 
drop off Kosher peanut butter, tea and cereal at the 
box outside of the Congregation Shir Shalom Office. 
We are always looking for additional volunteers to 
support the Rhoda Bloom Kosher Food Pantry and 
distribute food at the JCC Jewish Family Service. For 
more information, please contact Susan Saffar at (845) 
352-1711 or shsaffar@aol.com. Thanks for your help in 
supporting these 250 families!   

 Congregation Shir Shalom 
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Carlson Craft, Checkerboard 
New Trends, Pioneer and others 

Acrylic Sign-Book or Board, Favors 
Kipot, Wedding Gown Heirloomed 

 

 
     

 

 

Please tell our 

advertisers you 

saw their ad in 

the Bulletin.    
Their generous 

support helps 

pay for about 

80% of the cost 

of the Bulletin. 
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In Our Mailbox 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Shir Shalom Friends, 
 We thank all of you who have reached out with calls, texts, donations and good 
wishes on the birth of our granddaughter, Jovie Rose Glassner. We are blessed to have so 
much love and support from you! 
 And a special thank you to those of you who have wished me well in my hip 
recovery, which has been swift and a relief!  I also thank those of you who sent donations for 
my birthday. I hope to see all of you in the near future. 
      With gratitude, 
      Andrew and Bernetta Gordon 
 
It is so special when my birthday is remembered by so many friends 
from our synagogue, and that Sisterhood and Women’s League are supported by these 
donations. 
 Thank you!! 
      Ilse Lang 
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June Yahrzeits  / יזכור 

1     Sidney Fenster 
3     Bertha Kantrowitz 
       Charles Plazure 
       Rachel Rubinstein 
4     Alfred Zinn 
       Julia Fierman 
       Rita Yatchie 
       Susan Schaffer 
5     Esther Bernanke 
6     Anna Kluger 
       Oskar Minsker 
7     Alwine Kallmann 
       David Tepper 
       Goldie Wiener 
       Marcia Siegel 
       Susan Karpfen 
       Vera Mintz 
8     Marcus Wachtel 
       Robert Olitsky 
9     Anna Kaplan 
       Louis Kantrowitz 
       Rosiland Greene 
       Rubin Wasserman 
       Stanley Rose 
10   Adele Rothfeld 
       Charles Postrion 
       Louis Gerbitz 
11   Hal Rubenstein 
       Harris Levine 
       Raphael Berger 
12   Jean Scheps 
       Morris Feld 
       Rosalind Feldman 
13   Dolores Zweigbaum 
       Ellen Hans 
       Mildred Szmuklaski 
14   Manny Oberman 
       Pearl Hoffman 

14   Steve Lambert 
       Sylvia Katz 
15   Aaron Lazarus 
       David Horwitz 
       Karl Wrightman 
16   Robert Plumer 
       Thelma Plumer 
       Sidney Fisher 
       Steven Pezenik 
17   Charles Safran 
       Michael Firestone 
       Rita Resnick 
       Theodore Schwartz 
18   Erna Ten Brink 
       Jerome Zukergood 
19   Jack Hecker 
       Kenneth Leftkowitz 
       Leonora Popelsky 
       Nelson Gelfound 
       Sidney Weiner 
20   Barnett Rosenbaum 
       Gertrude Krieg 
       Ida Geller 
       Morris Stupay 
       Susan Patsner Black 
       Zeev Goldstein 
21   Bernard Hillman 
       Sam Gordon 
22   Clarice Schwartz 
       Jeanette Silver 
       Jennie Birnbaum 
       Louis Album 
       Marvin Kaplan 
       Sidney Handelman 
       Sigmund Tavel 
23   Abraham Zowader 
       Bertha Oberman 

23  Charles Posner 
       Max Fishman 
       Molly Mintz 
24   Gussie Knippel 
       Harry Rosenberg 
25   Fela Spiegel 
       Joseph Goldstein 
       Miriam Rudnitsky 
       Morris Drucker 
       Pearl Ratnow 
       Robert Brody 
26   Andor Glattstein 
       Hedi Engel 
       Herman Forman 
       IIse Engel 
       Iren Engel 
       Pauline Berns 
       William Alter 
27   Eleanore Luria Levin 
       Martin Kleinberg 
       Oscar Scheiner 
       Sylvia Golub 
28   Dora Goldstein 
       Heidi Kurland 
       Rebecca Busman 
29   Arsenio Ortiz 
       Jerome D. Bernstein 
       Leon Kaplan 
       Leonard Stutman 
       Susan Robinovitz 
       William Ecker 
       Yetta Schoen 
30   Josephine Honig 
       Philip Wiener 

✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ 
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1     Miriam Chamak 
       Frances Kahn 
       Abraham Wechsler 
2     Sandra Fletcher 
       Bertha Lefkowitz 
       Jacob Rubin 
       Michael Terdiman 
3     Justin Berkowitz 
       Lenore Rosenkrantz 
4     Edna Newfield 
       Mark Siegel 
       Stephen Snow 
5     Renee Schein 
       Rose Taraboulos 
6     Marvin Taylor 
7     William Levine 
       Andrew Singer 
8     Edward Denner 
       Deborah Pinzow 
       Rose Yatchie 
9     Anna Samuels 
10   Alfred Binder 
       Sonia Frishman 
       Sarah Frishman 
       David Hirsch 
       Shirley Lober 
       Irving Plotch 
       Dorothy Reiss 
       Eileen Frances  
 Rubinstein 
       Max Siegel 

11   Sol Levin 
       Lucille Segal 
       Samuel Solomon 
12   Sophie Altneu 
       Ruth Fisher 
       Mendel Hoffman 
       Marcia Kaplan 
       David Schwartz 
13   Hyman Friedman 
       Helen Pfeffer 
       Frank Schneider 
       Edward Schoenberg 
       Herbert Tansky 
14   Brian James Bandremer 
       Joseph Dworkin 
       Arnold Fox 
       Celia Kaplan 
       Beverly Pilavin 
       Fannie Siegel 
15   Ruth Newman 
       Walter Rose 
16   Adina Berkowitz 
17   Vivian Brown 
       Samuel Weiner 
18   Joseph Coffield 
       Ida Meltzer 
       Morris Schwartz 
19   Esther Berkowitz 
       Ann Blassberg 
       Sidney Borkon 
       Ivan Gerson 
       Ida Greenberg 
       Rae Kass 
       Sarah Levin 

20   Nathan Fabian 
21   Michael Lefkowitz 
       Harvey Sherwood 
       Eugene Yore 
22   Beverly Denner 
       Alberto Hasson 
       Moses Weintraub 
23   Murray Bollinger 
       Sophie Stein 
25   Victor Hellwege 
       Eric lambert 
26   Joseph Cohen 
       Anna Elias 
       Lillian Feld 
       Morris Pollack 
       Violet Pollack 
27   Morris Eidus 
       Joseph Fenster 
       Morris Kessner 
       Emma Orlando 
       Harriet Sayer 
28   Dina Deanto 
       Morris Samuel Sklarsky 
       Max Spevack 
29   Arnold Kanarek 
       Moshe Schlanger 
30   Lillian Lipton 
       Mollie Schneider 
       Dorothy Weiner 
31   Sol Gilston 

July Yahrzeits  / יזכור 

✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ 
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Condolences/ תנחומים            

 Honor Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Speedy Recoveries/   רפואה שלמה

Estelle & Allan Eisenkraft on being honored by JCC Founders Celebration 
Lisa Green and Elinor Silver who were Congregation Shir Shalom’s esteemed honorees at  
 last Sunday’s Israel Bonds Women’s Division Lila & Jules Stern Premiere Brunch 

John Fogelman 
Claire Gondelman 
Harold Spevack 

Linda Eisen on the loss of her mother, Phyllis Tamara Engler 
Alan Hack on the loss of his father 

 

June Anniversaries Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

 
1      Gail & Michael Kaiser  
        Debra Ann & Harvey Katz  
6      Sheila & Allen Reiter  
10    Judith & Stuart Fenster  
        Anna & Fred Zemel  
12    Lori & David Adelson  
15    Melissa & Nathan Schlanger  
17    Lori & Yannai Zucker  
18    Roberta & David Fenster  
        Jennifer & Eric Litvak  
20    Leah & Marc Blau  
        Marilyn & Michael Harris  
        Eleanor & Alvin Kaplan  
        Kari & Jeffrey Kleinberg  

20    Gerri & Rabbi Paul Kurland  
22    Ann & Paul Borsuk  
        Elinor & Alan Farber  
23    Susan & Marty Sklaver  
27    Nancy & Philip Newfield  
        Sherry & Steven Schneider  
28    Lori & Stuart Binder  
        Simone & Lee Scheumann  
29    Claire & Joel Gondelman  
        Eileen & Alfred Rossi  
        Jessica & Joshua Turnof  
        Judith & Carl Wacksman  
30    Phyllis & Kenneth Benjamin  

If you do not see your anniversary listed and would 
like it to appear next year, please call or email the 
office with the date. 

July Anniversaries Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

3    Rachel & Craig Cohen 
5    Sandra & Harvey Heilbronn 
      Sharon Slote & Frank Petrocelli 
6    Mindy & Adam Sayer 
10  Laurie & Scott Bandremer 

15  Ellen & Michael Moore 
19  Sandi & Nathan Schreier 
28  Sarah & Steve Olijarczyk 
30  Gail & Michael Berkis 
31  Cindy & Alex Hattem 
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Birth Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   
Stanley Sprung on the Bar Mitzvah of his grandson, Matthew Cohen, 
Lauren & Michael Harbus on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Julianne 

Phyllis and Ken Benjamin on their grandson Alex's graduation, who will be attending the 
 University of Miami 
Phyllis and Ken Benjamin on the graduation of their granddaughter, Gabrielle 
Phyllis and Ken Benjamin on the graduation of their granddaughter, Gabrielle Solomon from 
 the Stern College of Yeshiva University  
Phyllis and Ken on the graduation of their grandson, Ari Solomon from Fairleigh Dickinson 
 University 
Tammy and Joe Kantrowitz, on the graduation of their daughter, Brittany from UNC Charlotte 
Linda Black. Her granddaughter, Abbie Foote is graduating from the University of Health 
 Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis, and going on to Dental School 
Linda Black. Her grandson, Alex Foote is graduating with a Doctor of Pharmacy from the 
 University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis 
Rachel and Craig Cohen on their son Alex graduating from high school 
Rhonda Hack and Alan Hack on their son, Benjamin Amitai’s graduation from medical school 
Renee and Marty Leffler on their granddaughter, Emily’s high school graduation. She will be 
 attending Syracuse University 
Mark and Karen Lefkowitz on their granddaughter Mikayla Kibel’s graduation from Cornell 
 University 
Sheila and Allen Reiter on their grandson Samuel Harrison Reiter’s graduation from 
 Georgetown University, Summa Cum Laude 

Graduation Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Ale & Jake Berdugo on the birth of their daughter, Sophia, 
Laurie Griffel on the birth of her grandson, Hudson Joseph Griffel, 
Michelle Zigmont on the birth of her grandson, Roman Frederic Zigmont 

Marriage Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Nir Kantor on the marriage of his son, Eian to Madeleine, 
Susan Ross, and Family on the marriage of her son, Jacob to Loni Weinman, 
Trudy Album, and Family on her granddaughter Zoe’s upcoming wedding to Sam Salmirs 
Karen & Jeff Schragenheim on the marriage of their daughter Sarah to Matt Siffin 
Esther Spiegel on the marriage of her granddaughter Sarah to Matt Siffin 

Engagement Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Lynn and Michael Landsman on the engagement of their daughter, Halle to Zachary Strongin 
Judy & Stuart Fenster on the engagement of their granddaughter Leah Fenster to Gabriel Miller 
Trudy Album on the engagement of her granddaughter Rae to Michael 
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Some Announcements 
Please Join us at our Shabbat Kiddushes immediately following Saturday Morning 
Shabbat Services! 

We are happy to announce the return of our Shabbat Kiddush Lunches, immediately 
following Saturday Morning Services.  Special thanks to our Catering Committee and 
Kari for their excellent job in coordinating this. (Note, when you are mingling in close 
contact with others, and in the food line, please be sure to wear your masks!) 

• JCC-Rockland’s 34th Annual Founders Celebration / Breakfast Event will be 
held on Sunday, June 12th at 10:00am at the JCC in West Nyack. Distinguished 
honorees include our long-time congregants, Estelle and Allan Eisenkraft, along with 
Ankie Spitzer and The Rockland Jewish Community Campus.  Invocation will be by 
Congregation Shir Shalom’s Rabbi Kurland. Please click here for more information, 
including how you may take out a Journal ad in support of the honorees: https://
jccrockland.org/founders-celebration  
 
 

WE NOW HAVE A SINGLE ZOOM LINK TO 
ACCESS ALL OF OUR  

VIRTUAL (ONLINE) SERVICES 

 

Unless otherwise advised, please use this Zoom link to 
access all of our Virtual (online) Services.  This includes our 

daily evening minyan, and Shabbat (Friday night and 
Saturday morning) and Holiday Services: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/85045763462?
pwd=bjJCK2xoWkJFVVJoc3R2cVJiUnNHdz09 

Meeting ID: 850 4576 3462    Passcode: 9181 

You can download the Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekdays 
(weekday evening) at: 
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/form-download-e-siddur-0 
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Please note our new “ShirShalomRockland” Facebook, web and email addresses which 
reflect our new identity 
 
Our website is now www.shirshalomrockland.org  
 
The new Facebook addresses are:   
 
Congregation Shir Shalom Facebook:  
  www.facebook.com/ShirShalomRockland 
Congregation Shir Shalom Community Forum Facebook:  
  www.facebook.com/groups/ShirShalomRockland 
Congregation Shir Shalom Sisterhood Facebook:  
  https://www.facebook.com/groups/SisterhoodShirshalomRockland/ 
Congregation Shir Shalom Men's Club Facebook:   
  www.facebook.com/groups/MensClubShirShalomRockland  
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LEAGRAMS  

Especially during our unsettling environment, 

why go to a store to buy greeting cards? For 

just $3.00 each, you can have a personalized, 

handwritten Leagram sent to a member of our 

congregation, a relative or a friend. These can 

be sent for any occasion including, birthdays, 

anniversaries, Mazel Tovs for weddings, 

engagements, special events such as Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs, get well and condolences. 

Each month, when the Bulletin is e-mailed, an additional 

message is sent which includes a Leagram list for the following 

month. If you don’t have an e-mail address, you can contact 

the Congregation Shir Shalom office to have a list mailed to 

you.  Just circle the ones that you would like sent, enclose a 

check for the total amount and follow the instructions on the 

bottom of the Leagram list. 

In addition, you can also send Leagrams to non-members. Just 

write the name and address to whom it should be sent and the 

type of message you’re requesting. 

Please keep in mind that this is a Congregation Shir Shalom  

Sisterhood fundraiser which helps support our synagogue. You 

don’t have to be a member of Sisterhood to participate. 
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                                                     Date        [event]            .            

Name                  [recipient]                                                . 

 

Leagrams can be used in place of commercial greeting cards for  
congratulatory messages for birthdays, anniversaries, engagements, 
marriages and bnei mitzvot as well as get well wishes and expressions of sympathy. 

 

They are also one of Sisterhood’s most successful fund raisers, allowing Sisterhood to 
donate a significant amount of money back to the Shul to help defray various synagogue 
expenses. 

 

The cost of each Leagram is $3. 

 

Reminder:  All Leagrams must be requested in writing.                              [sender] 
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 Tzedakah / צדקה  
 

Tzedakah received and recorded by the 10th of the month or the first business 
day after, will be acknowledged on these pages.  If the office is closed because of 
holidays falling on these days, only donations received before the holiday will 
appear.  Please also note that acknowledgment or lack thereof on these pages 

does not constitute an official receipt of your donation by the shul. In the event that acknowledgment 
of your donation does not appear, please let the synagogue office know and we will print it in the next 
issue of the Bulletin. 

Planning Ahead 
Now is the time to start the planning that enhances the work of the congregation by raising the 
necessary funds so dues need not be raised.  Our ongoing fundraisers include the Rabbi's Walk and the 
Tree of Life.  To reserve a brick on the Rabbi’s Walk or reserve a stone or a leaf on the Tree of Life, 
call Estelle Eisenkraft in care of the office at 845-708-9181.  

 
Bible 

Estelle & Allan Eisenkraft  
Mazal Tov to Mitch Spiegel on being the CSS honoree at the Federation of Jewish 
Men's Club-Hudson Valley Region Man of the Year event 

Building Fund 
Wendy Brandenburg  

In memory of father, Harold Klarfeld 
Elinor & Alan Farber  

Mazal Tov to Phyllis and Ken Benjamin on their grandson Alex's graduation from 
high school, granddaughter Gabrielle and grandson Ari Solomon's graduation from 
 college 

Mazal Tov to Rachel and Craig Cohen on their son Alex graduating from high school 

General Fund 
Trudy Album  

Mazal Tov to Lisa Green and Elinor Silver on being honored at the Israel Bonds 
 Annual Women's Division Brunch 

Phyllis & Kenneth Benjamin  
Mazal Tov to Nir Kantor on the marriage of his son Eian to Madeleine 
Mazel Tov to Elinor and Alan Farber's granddaughters Jessica and Rebecca Daniel on 
 their graduation from college  

Anne Clark  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Ronald Curini  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Diane & Arthur Fishman  
Mazel Tov to Elinor and Alan Farber's granddaughters Jessica and Rebecca Daniel on 
 their graduation from college  
Mazel Tov to Linda Black on the graduation of her grandchildren, Abbie and Alex, 
 from the University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy  
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Rita & John Fogelman  
Get well wishes to Bernetta Gordon 

Marion & Milton Fuld  
Get well wishes to Bernetta Gordon 
Mazal Tov to Tammy and Joe Kantrowitz on the graduation of their daughter,  
 Brittany from UNC Charlotte. 

Arlene & Myron Hecker  
Get well wishes to Bernetta Gordon 
Mazal Tov to Bernetta Gordon in honor of her birthday 
Mazal Tov to Gail Kaiser in honor of her birthday 
Mazal Tov to Helene Kornstein in honor of her birthday 
Mazal Tov to Ilse Lang in honor of her birthday 

 Mazal Tov to Karen & Jeff Schragenheim in honor of their anniversary 
Elisabeth Hellwege 

In memory of Cynthia Sheldon 
In memory of Ida Patsner 
In memory of Muriel Rifken 

Rickie & Jeffrey Hest  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Mark Lefkowitz 
Mazal Tov to Trudy Album on her granddaughter Zoe’s upcoming wedding to  
 Sam Salmirs 

Anne Math  
In memory of brother, David Fabian 
In memory of mother, Rose Fabian 

Joyce Nencetti  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Edna & Mordechai Pasternak  
Mazal Tov to Elinor Silver on being honored at the Israel Bonds Annual Women's  
 Division Brunch 

Susan & Christopher Roberts  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Jacqueline Robins Toll  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Susan Saffar & Paul Van Alstyne  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Susan & Jesse Schneider  
Condolences to Andrew Gordon on the passing of his father, Herb Gordon 
Get well wishes to Bernetta Gordon 
Get well wishes to Rabbi Kurland 
Mazal Tov to Bernetta and Andrew Gordon on the birth of their granddaughter,  
 Jovie Rose Glassner 
Mazal Tov to Adrienne and Scott Milich on their daughter being inducted into the 
 Clarkstown Honor Society 

Barbara Schoenberg  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 



Page 42         Congregation Shir Shalom Bulletin         Sivan — Tammuz 5782             June 2022 

 

Flora Silver  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 
Mazel Tov to Elinor and Alan Farber's granddaughters Jessica and Rebecca Daniel on 
 their graduation from college  

Lois Spevack  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Harriet Spevack 
 In memory of mother, Judith Greenfader 
Judy Veltidi  

Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 
Marilyn Wechsler  

Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 
Marilyn Brenner & Murry Wolf  
 Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Makom Fund 
Lauren & Michael Harbus  

In honor of Julianne graduating from Makom 
In honor of Simon Morenberg graduating from Makom 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Michael Brandenburg  
In memory of mother, Miyoko Brandenburg 

Estelle & Allan Eisenkraft  
Condolences to the Melamed family on the passing of Fran Melamed 

Helene Gottlieb  
In memory of uncle, Elias Feit 

Lauren & Michael Harbus  
In honor of Michael receiving an Aliyah 
In honor of the 6th & 7th grade service 

Susan Pleeter  
In memory of aunt, Elsie Engel 
In memory of father, Herbert Engel 
In memory of grandmother, Rose Engel 
In memory of mother, Gertrude Engel 

Michael Zigmont  
In memory of father, Fred Lewis 

Shabbos Fund 
Mara Karg  

In memory of mother, Kenie Mittleman 
Marion Reichner  

In memory of brother, Stanley Rose 
In memory of granddaughter Rachel Reichner 

Pearl Schachner  
In memory of mother, Gladys Forman 
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Now you can pay your 
membership dues using  

VISA, MasterCard  
American Express  
or Discover card 

Teaching Is Available Upon Request 

 
  marcykarsenty@gmail.com 

Don’t forget — You can help support the Synagogue at 

no cost to you — PURCHASE SCRIP — It’s easy:  

Contact the Congregation Shir Shalom Office @  

(845) 708-9181  

E-mail - kari.warren@shirshalomrockland.org 

Mail - 411 South Little Tor Road, New City, NY 10956 

We have gift cards for   

Shop Rite • Stop & Shop • DeCicco • Wegmans 

You can make purchases by cash or check 

mailto:kari.warren@nanuethc.org


 

 

845-356-8600 

15 State Street, Spring Valley, NY 10977 

 


