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The Mausoleum of Esther and Mordechai in Hamadan, Persia 
The two tombs inside the structure are believed to house the remains of Esther and 
Mordechai from the time of King Xerxes (Achasuerus), 5th century B.C.E. The present 
building, dating from the early 17th century, is revered by Muslims and Jews alike, for whom 
it is a place of pilgrimage. Since no archeological research has established the authenticity of 
the graves, it has been suggested that the tomb may be that of Shushan Dokht, the Jewish 
queen of King Yazdagerd I (ca. 399-420 CE), who is credited with securing permission for 
Jews to live in Hamadan.  In 1971, as part of the festival celebrating 2500 years of Persian 
monarchy, the Iranian Jewish Society started to renovate the dilapidated shrine, but never 
completed due to the shortage of funds.  Many artifacts that were unearthed during the 
construction were, unfortunately, thrown away.   
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Congregation Shir Shalom COVID Status 
The COVID Committee met on Sunday, January 30th to reevaluate our current status.  It 
was decided that all services would resume in person on Friday February 4, 2022, and 
Makom would resume indoor classes on Tuesday, February 1, 2022. 
All indoor activities are restricted to fully vaccinated adults and children (5 years and older). 
Younger children are also permitted to attend (those over two must be masked). 
“Fully vaccinated” will be defined as having received two doses of the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccine or one dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine at least 2 weeks prior to attendance 
AND an appropriate booster for all eligible adults and children, according to the current 
guidance of the CDC and, if desired, in consultation with your physician. 
No one experiencing signs and symptoms of respiratory infection, exposed to someone with 
those symptoms, or testing positive for COVID should attend services or events at 
Congregation Shir Shalom. 
If you test positive for COVID and/or experience symptoms, you can return to the building 
five (5) days later AND when you have not experienced fever for at least 24 hours without 
taking fever-reducing medications. 
If you test positive, have had COVID, or have been exposed to someone who has COVID, 
you should follow CDC guidelines for COVID testing. 
Masks and social distancing guidelines are the same as those in effect before we suspended 
activities: close-fitting masks that cover the mouth and nose are required for all indoor 
services, classes, and activities. You are highly encouraged to wear surgical masks, N-95 (or 
equivalent) masks or other masks recommended by the CDC. 
Resumption of Shabbat kiddush will be determined at a future time when conditions are 
appropriate. 
Please note, that while our services have resumed in person, we are still providing services 
online via Zoom. The link is included in each week's Shabbat announcements. 

We appreciate everyone’s patience through this difficult time. 

Gail Kaiser, Jeff Schragenheim, and the COVID Committee 
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From Co-President Gail Kaiser 
The calendar tells us that we are in the month of Adar, and it is the Jewish month of 
good fortune. In fact, Purim, which is celebrated in the month of Adar, is the most 
joyous time of the year. How did this month get its well-earned reputation for joy? 

The astral sign of Adar is the fish (Pisces). Fish are very fertile, and for that reason are 
seen as a sign of blessing and fruitfulness. The Hebrew word for blessing is bracha, 
from the root letters bet, reish, kaff. In Jewish numerology (gematria), the letter bet has 
a value of 2, reish is 200, and kaff is 20. Each of these is the first plural in their number 
unit (1’s, 10’s, 100’s). What this tells us is that the Jewish concept of “blessing” is 
intertwined with fertility, represented by the fish of Adar. After all, it makes sense that 
if something is good, it should increase and there should be more of it. 

There is yet more significance to the fish as the astral sign of Adar. Fish live their entire 
lives underwater, mostly unobserved by the human eye. Our Sages tell us that blessing 
does not come to something that is under close observation, but rather to something that 
is hidden from sight. This is due to the direct relationship between modesty and 
blessing. Of course, from a Western point of view, where fame and success are thought 
to be identical, modesty seems to be inversely related to blessing. The Torah teaches, 
however, that the cost of all this exposure – rather than a blessing (i.e. maximizing 
oneself) – is to risk becoming the sort of person who has no true self, other than the 
mask that is donned in order to be the person that you think others would like to see. 
Moses is described in the Torah as “the most humble person”. He lived with modesty 
and self-effacement, and this has become engrained in our national Jewish identity. We 
have always prized humility over pride, and it is for this reason that the fish, the symbol 
of Adar, is the penultimate sign of the Jewish people. 

The opposite of blessing is constraint or limitation. Adar is the month in which Haman 
threatened to not only lessen our presence, but to erase it entirely. But destiny had a 
different plan. At the time of the destruction of the First Temple, the Jews were exiled 
to Babylon, which was later ruled by the Persian Empire. Haman, the wicked prime 
minister of Persia, drew lots and came up with a day that he designated to make the 
entire kingdom cleansed of Jews. Haman’s “lucky” day was the 13th of Adar, and when 
he observed that it was a day in the month of Adar and came up seemingly by chance, 
he rejoiced, because the 7th of Adar was the day that Moses died. To Haman, the lot 
falling in Adar meant that his plan to destroy everything that Moses had built was 
bound to succeed. What Haman didn’t know, however, was that the same 7th of Adar 
was also the day that Moses was born. What he presumed would be the day of Jewish 
national death, in fact, turned out to be a day of national rebirth. 

One might expect the Megillah to be replete with descriptions of Haman’s defeat, 
giving credit to the Author of all miracles. Yet what we find is very different, as G-d’s  
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name is not mentioned even once in the entire narrative. The Megillah represents a 
great dichotomy, where the Hero is always off-stage, but yet is the most central figure 
of the entire drama. 

Of course, not everyone who reads the Megillah will notice G-d’s subtle yet compelling 
presence. The events that G-d orchestrated are covered with many layers of seeming 
coincidence, political machinations, natural cause and effect. The Sages refer to this 
event as a “hidden miracle” meaning that it is within our ability to appreciate the multi-
layered reality unfolded before us – or just as easily to deny it and attribute everything 
to chance. 

Which leads us to ask an important question – why would G-d simultaneously conceal 
and reveal His presence? Why not rescue the Jews through a thunder and lightning 
extravaganza that would merit an MGM movie on the scale of The Ten 
Commandments? To answer this question, we must first ask a more fundamental one – 
why is the world o complex, so full of apparent contradictions. The world has intricate 
order and awesome beauty, yet at the same time there is so much chaos and 
unspeakable horror. Why? 

The answer is that the choice is up to us to look deep and acknowledge both aspects of 
reality. It’s tempting to take refuge in superficial simplification, to ignore the cracks in 
the façade of perfection that we like to see when we look in the mirror. Of course, this 
requires its own bit of effort, like avoiding the news and ensconcing ourselves in the 
secure refuge of our comfortable  homes. All this entails some major denial. 

The opposite approach is to take masochistic pleasure in painting the world black. The 
toll that such people pay in bitterness and jaded cynicism is high, but they feel they are 
getting something worthwhile in return, which is “seeing things as they are.” Like the 
opposite group, these people are also in great denial. 

The Jewish view is to see that chaos and order do, in fact, co-exist, and that each one 
serves a purpose. We are meant to meet the challenges presented by life’s hard side, and 
to find inspiration in the beauty and joy that we see just as readily when our eyes are 
open. Every so often G-d opens the gates wide enough to give us a message that can 
sustain us when things seem hopeless. And His message is – “I am here now as I have 
been all along, and I will always be here for you. Not just when the sea splits or when 
My presence overwhelms you, but when you elect to choose to see Me.” 

This is the essential message of Purim. It is about making that sort of choice, one that 
acknowledges and accepts the duality of life and G-d’s role for us in it. 

Chag Purim Sameach to all! 

Gail Kaiser, Co-President, Congregation Shir Shalom 
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 Religious School News מקום
The Place to Learn to Gather to Grow! 
A New Educational Project of Congregation Shir Shalom 

Rabbi Paul Kurland 

We returned to in person learning, and our students enjoyed 
planting parsley seeds. Hopefully, they will be used for the 
Passover seder.  We also baked challah together and learned 
about this important mitzvah. Some of us attempted making 
four and six braided challah by watching a Youtube video, and 
with the help of our expert challah braider, Morah Jody.  

Students were fascinated to hear about the building of the Beit 
Hamikdash and the clothing of the Cohen Gadol with photos 
and explanations by our wonderful teachers. Grades 2-4 are 
preparing to lead Friday night services of May 6, 2022. They 
are proud and excited to be reading in Hebrew and learning 
the tunes. Our teachers are continuing to use technology as an 
instructional tool. We present the Hebrew that the students are 
learning on a screen that is connected to a laptop. This has 
been especially helpful for students to be able to follow along. 
Photos, songs, and videos related to Israel and Jewish 
holidays are also shared on the screen. Pre-k, Kindergarten 
and 1st graders have been busy working on their Alef Bet 
Books. Our 6th and 7th graders will continue their chesed/Mitvah 
hours as they return to work at the Rhoda Bloom Kosher Food 
Pantry. They have also been working hard with Rabbi Kurland 
and Morah Jody at mastering many of the Shabbat morning 
prayers. We are so proud of all our students!  

Our youth leader, Rachel Benner will be leading us in Purim 
crafts on Sunday March 6th, starting at 11:15 AM for PreK- 2nd  
grade students and then grades 3 and 4 at 12 PM.  The Purim 
carnival is set for Sunday, March 13 from 10 AM – 12 PM for all 
children. 

All the best and Happy Purim! 
Rebecca Bernstein, Education Director 
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CENTERROCK YOUTH 
Rachel Benner, Youth Advisor 

 
 
 
 
 
This February our youth group got together for a mock-shul in.  
We gathered in our jammies, stayed up late, had lots of snacks 
and watched movies.  We enjoyed the newest installment of the 
Ghostbusters.  And although most had not seen the originals, they 
enjoyed the movie. 
 
We are gearing up for our Purim fun.  CenterRock Youth is running 
Purim crafts for the younger kids Sunday March 6th and our 
annual Purim Carnival March 13th. 
 
We are excited to bring in some new activities and some old. With 
the help of our Rabbi, we have revived some old favorites, and 
even have some special surprises in store! 
Come join in the fun! 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye out for our upcoming 
events! 
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Please click here for an important letter from JCC Rockland 
regarding the current situation in Ukraine, and ways we can 
help:https://www.nanuethc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/
Ukraine-What-We-and-our-JCC-Can-Do-2-25-22.pdf 

The Israel Bonds annual Women’s Division Premiere Brunch will 
be held on Sunday, May 22nd from 9:30am – 11:30am at West 
Rock in Nanuet.  We are excited to announce our two esteemed 
Congregation Shir Shalom honorees will be Lisa Green 
(representing the former NHC) and Elinor Silver (representing the 
former MJC).  Watch for more details coming soon! 
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Save the Date 
JCC-Rockland’s 34th Annual Founders Celebration / Breakfast Event will be 
held on Sunday, June 12th at 10:00am at the JCC in West Nyack.  

Distinguished honorees include our long-time congregants, Estelle and Allan 
Eisenkraft, along with Ankie Spitzer and The Rockland Jewish Community 
Campus.  Invocation will be by Congregation Shir Shalom’s Rabbi Kurland.  

Please click here for more information, including how you may take out a 
Journal ad in support of the honorees: https://jccrockland.org/founders-
celebration 
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                        HAZAK 
 

We are planning to have our March 3rdmeeting live at the synagogue. We will be 
following all the Covid-19 requirements. After a brief meeting on February 3rd, 
we proceeded to play a game of Trivia. It was not a high tech game like you play 
on-line. As a matter of fact, it wasn’t even a low tech game. It was based on a 
1980’s board game called Trivia-Challenge. It’s like Trivia Pursuit without the 
pursuit. I, as master of ceremonies, read the questions and each person had a 
chance to answer. There were five categories to choose from. The following are 
the categories and a sample of the questions:  

1.  Comics—In what comic strip would we find Aunt Fritzi? 
2.  Movies—For what 1954 movie did Marlon Brando win his first Oscar? 
3.  Music—Who recorded the hit “Mandy”? 
4.  T.V.—Who played the father in TV’s “My Three Sons”? 
5.  General—Name the doctor who performed the world’s first human heart 
     transplant in 1967. 

This is a sample of the easy questions. There was also a choice of hard questions. 
In memory of Herb Spiegel, I thought that it would be appropriate to re-print the 
article about him in the October 2020 bulletin. 
Herb was raised on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, at the corner of Rich and 
Broom Streets. He attended Rabbi Jacob Joseph Yeshiva, where he was known as 
Hyman. He moved to Brighton Beach, Brooklyn when he was in high school. He 
worked in the Catskills to help pay for college. After graduating from Long 
Island College of Pharmacy as a pharmacist, he met his future wife on a blind 
date. They moved to Rockland in 1969 and joined the Nanuet Hebrew Center. 
Herb owned three pharmacies in Manhattan. He sold these stores in 1983 and 
retired. Becoming bored with retirement, he worked for 25 years at Rite Aid as a 
pharmacy manager. Herb and Estee were married for over sixty years.  
With all the focus on outer space, picture this: 
      Did you ever consider that the Aliens in their flying UFOs are just 
 billionaires from other planets? 
Have a very happy Purim, 

Senior Executive VP Unofficial Hazak Writer — Arthur Fishman 
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REMINDER — TEA, PEANUT BUTTER & CEREAL 
Multiple synagogues help with the Rhoda Bloom 
Kosher Food Pantry and provide different types of 
food. Congregation Shir Shalom's responsibility is to 
supply TEA (boxes of tea bags), PEANUT BUTTER and 
CEREAL (boxes) to the Food Pantry families. Please 
drop off Kosher peanut butter, tea and cereal at the 
box outside of the Congregation Shir Shalom Office. 
We are always looking for additional volunteers to 
support the Rhoda Bloom Kosher Food Pantry and 
distribute food at the JCC Jewish Family Service. For 
more information, please contact Susan Saffar at (845) 
352-1711 or shsaffar@aol.com. Thanks for your help in 
supporting these 250 families!   

 Congregation Shir Shalom 
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Carlson Craft, Checkerboard 
New Trends, Pioneer and others 

Acrylic Sign-Book or Board, Favors 
Kipot, Wedding Gown Heirloomed 

 
 
     

 

 
Please tell our 

advertisers you 
saw their ad in 
the Bulletin.    

Their generous 
support helps 
pay for about 

80% of the cost 
of the Bulletin. 
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In Our Mailbox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John and I would like to thank all our friends who sent Leagrams for our anniversary. We 
are delighted when our synagogue benefits from our simcha. 
      Thank you,  
      John and Ilse Lang 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you for the beautiful way you conducted our mom’s funeral. We are so 
grateful for the visit you made to Mom before her death; the time you spent with us 
preparing for the funeral and the eulogy and service that captured the essence of our mom. 
As you know, we were all very close to our mom, so doing things in the best way we could 
was so important. 
 Thank you for your caring nature and confidence during this difficult time. Mom 
truly loved being at the Shul and with all of you. She was disappointed covid hampered her 
Shul interactions. Thank you for welcoming Susan and Amy so warmly to nightly minyan. 
You and the minyan crew made a challenging time a little more comforting.  
 Again thank you for a beautiful service and your precious time. 
      Fondly, 
      Amy, Susan and Steven Wineburgh  
 
Dear Rabbi Paul Kurland, 
  Thank you for your generous donation to OneFamily and for supporting Israel's 
victims of terror! We are grateful for your partnership.  As tragic deaths, injuries, and losses 
continue as a result of random acts of violence and brutality, it is more critical than ever that 
those who are suffering understand they are not alone. The crushing devastation that comes 
from experiencing a trauma never completely goes away. OneFamily will continue to stand 
steadfast with Israel’s victims of terror, helping them regain some semblance of their “new 
normal” as they struggle to cope and to simply survive.  It is our most fervent wish that one 
day the citizens of Israel will be able to live in peace. Their borders will not be threatened by 
enemies bent on their destruction. And there will be no need for aid organizations such as 
ours.  Until that time, your generosity and caring enables us to continue supplying the 
assistance and programs bereaved families and wounded victims of terror and war need to 
rebuild their shattered lives.  We thank you for recognizing that in the face of terror and war, 
we are all OneFamily. 
 With sincere gratitude and warm regards,  
       Marc Belzberg 
      Chairman 
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Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you so much for your donation to Friends of Yad LaKashish/Lifeline for the 
Old  We thank you for partnering with us and helping others to help themselves. 
     Friends of Yad LaKashish/Lifeline for the Old 
     Englewood, NJ 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you for your recent gift to AJC (American Jewish Committee). The ongoing 
support of generous friends like you means that our voice is heard throughout the United 
States and around the world at this time of rising hate and bigotry. 
 As you know, AJC works constantly to safeguard our most cherished values. We 
promise to continue fighting antisemitism and extremism, advocating for Israel’s security 
and legitimacy, and building mutual respect across nations and faiths. 
     With deepest appreciation, 
     David Harris 
     AJC Chief Executive Officer 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you very much for your generous gift " to the American Society for Yad 
Vashem.  In a world which has vet to fully learn and process the critical lessons of the 
Holocaust, the need for a resource like Yad Vashem has never been greater. Your gift will 
support Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Center in its ongoing educational, 
archival and research activities. Education empowers, and by learning and sharing the 
history and lessons of the Shoah, we can do our part to create a better world. 
  Again, thank you for your contribution and more importantly, for your support of the 
sacred work of Yad Vashem. 
   Sincerely, 
   Stanley H Stone  Adina Buria & Mark Moskowitz 
   Executive Director  Co-Chairs 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you very much for your gift to the North American Conference on Ethiopian 
Jewry. During this difficult time, the need to maintain NACOEJ educational programs in 
Israel remains urgent. The NACOEJ Limudiah Program continues to provide ten hours of 
intensive education every week to hundreds of elementary school children, opening a path to 
a successful future. We work to make sure that every Ethiopian child in our program has a 
tablet and internet service at home, and when necessary, the program can now effectively 
take place via long-distance learning. In Ethiopia, thousands of Jews are not only facing the 
coronavirus, but also terrible poverty made worse by war, a plague of locusts, food shortages 
and skyrocketing inflation. Our crucial feeding programs for clinically malnourished young 
Jewish children and pregnant and nursing mothers, now in modified social-distancing form, 
keep growing. We are also regularly distributing tons of grain to the entire Jewish 
community, both in Gondar and in Addis Ababa. 
 In both Israel and Ethiopia, it is generous friends like you who are making the 
difference in our ability to save lives at this critical time — physically and educationally. 
 You are truly a blessing. 
     Sincerely, 
     Barbara Ribakove 
     Executive Director 
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Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you very much for your generous gift to the World Jewish Congress, 
American Section, which supports all the critical global work of the World Jewish Congress. 
 For more than 85 years, the World Jewish Congress has fought back against those 
who seek to weaken or destroy the Jewish future. Through painstaking diplomacy, advocacy, 
activism, educational initiatives, innovative programs and activities, we confront and combat 
antisemitism in all its pernicious forms while embracing every opportunity to build human 
bridges of mutual respect and understanding across the globe. Your loyalty to our work 
empowers us to stand strong with the Jewish state and the Jewish people everywhere. 
You can take great pride in the knowledge that you play a pivotal role in the success of 
our efforts each and every day. Together, we will continue to stand up and speak out until 
the world's oldest hatred — antisemitism — is defeated. 
     With all best regards. 
     Ronald S. Lauder 
     President, World Jewish Congress 
Dear Friends, 
 These are challenging times and the impact of Covid-19 has been especially difficult 
for women and families facing a cancer diagnosis.  Hebrew for “chain,” Sharsheret provides 
women and families with culturally-relevant support, from before diagnosis through 
treatment and beyond. At Sharsheret, we know that a cancer diagnosis affects the entire 
family. Whether the diagnosis is early or later stage, we offer free and compassionate mental 
health counseling, financial subsidies and cancer education programs for those affected by 
cancer, their partners, children, parents, and friends. With your critical support, Sharsheret 
will continue to grow its life-enhancing programs and resources for thousands of 
young women and families facing breast cancer and ovarian cancer. 
    Sincerely, 
    Elana Silber    Galit Reichlin 
    Chief Executive Officer  Director of Development 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you for your generous gift to the Masorti Foundation. 
 The Masorti Movement in Israel promotes a pluralistic, egalitarian, and democratic 
Israel with our 90 kehillot and minyanim as the principal vehicles for achieving this goal. 
Our NOAM youth movement has over 2,000 participants, and the Ramah/NOAM summer 
camp has expanded to a 3-week session with more than 650 young Israelis. Masorti 
continues to take the lead on inclusion in Israel by sponsoring the only nationwide program 
for Bar and Bat Mitzvah training for children with special needs. Whether at the Kotel, in the 
Knesset or in local communities across the country, Masorti is in the forefront of efforts to 
create a warm and meaningful home in Israel for all Jews. We thank you for partnering with 
us and we look forward to working with you to support Masorti’s ongoing activities. 
    Sincerely, 
    Heidi Schneider  Gideon Aronoff 
    Chair    Executive Director 
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Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you for your gift to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. In 
accordance with IRS regulations, this is your official receipt, which certifies that you did not 
receive any goods or services in exchange for this gift, and your gift is tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law.   
 Since our founding, the generosity of people like you has played an integral role in 
helping the Museum advance its efforts of inspiring new generations to understand and act 
on the timeless lessons of the Holocaust. 
In times of uncertainty, Holocaust history provides a helpful perspective about the 
importance of solidarity and courage in moments of crisis. 
 Thank you again for your support and dedication to ensuring that the lessons of the 
Holocaust—lessons of the dangers of unchecked hate, but also humanity and resilience—
continue to be taught. 
      Sincerely, 
      Dana Weinstein 
      Director of Membership 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 On behalf of The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI) and the 
American office (ASPNI), thank you for your donation Your tzedakah gift helps sustain 
SPNI's 68 year legacy of environmental action.  
  Founded in 1953, SPNI is the oldest, largest and leading environmental group in 
Israel. Here are just a few of the activities that you are helping support: 
 Environmental Protection: SPNI applies advanced research to develop and advocate 
for sustainable solutions to environmental issues including energy policy, water conservation 
techniques, biodiversity and habitat protection and state-of the art urban nature areas. 
  Education: SPNI develops curricula and operates programs for hundreds of 
thousands of young lsraelis, inspiring them to engage with their surroundings, with the 
objective of raising a responsive. active new generation of environmentalists. 
  Field Schools and Israel Ornithological Centers (I0C): SPNI operates a network of 
ecotourism centers situated in Israel’s most beautiful natural spots where Israelis and 
visitors can directly experience Israel's natural beauty and the phenomenon of bird 
migration, through hikes, programs and overnight stays. 
  Newsletters and Calendar: You will be sent SPNI’s quarterly newsletter and new 
year's calendar (enclosed). Each year’s calendar features a nature theme in Israel and SPNI’s 
efforts to preserve and protect these critical resources. 
 For many, the biggest benefit of supporting SPNI is being part of its long and 
distinguished record of environmental activism. We thank you for your help in this effort. 
       Sincerely, 
        Ms. Robin Gordon 
      Director, Nature Israel/ASPNI 
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Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 It is my pleasure to write to you and thank you for your generous donation to the 
Schechter Institutes, Inc. in January 2022. This charitable contribution and fundamental 
support will help facilitate continued growth and success for Schechter and its Amutot. 
 The Schechter Institutes supports the advancement of pluralistic Jewish education in 
Israel and Europe and  is comprised of four institutions (4mutor) based in Jerusalem: The 
Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, our graduate school; The Schechter Rabbinical 
Seminary; TALI Education Fund, which provides for enriched Jewish studies in public and 
pre-schools throughout Israel, and Midreshet Yerushalayim, our education network serving 
Russian-speaking immigrants in Israel and Jews throughout Eastern Europe. 
      Sincerely, 
      Saul I. Sanders 
      Chairman of the Board 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Thank you for including The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) in your 
philanthropic giving. We know that you have many choices when it comes to charitable 
giving, and we are incredibly grateful that you have chosen to support the JFR. Thank you 
for your tax-deductible contribution 
 Your contribution has made it possible for the Foundation to continue to provide 
financial support to aged and needy Christian rescuers who need our help. The Foundation 
will also be able to continue its education program that teaches teachers the history of the 
Holocaust, its relevance for these times and the significance of altruistic behavior for our 
society. 
      Sincerely, 
      Stanlee J. Stahl 
      Executive Vice President 
Dear Rabbi Kurland, 
 Please accept our sincere appreciation for your recent contribution to AIPAC. In the 
months ahead, we look forward to working with you on many new initiatives to further 
strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship and to provide for a safe and secure state of Israel. 
 Your support will allow AIPAC to continue our work with Congress to: 
Secure vital U.S. security assistance for Israel, including $3.3 billion in security assistance, 
over $500 million for missile defense programs like Iron Dome, David's Sling and Arrow; 
strengthen U.S.-Israel strategic cooperation through legislative initiatives that declare Israel 
a major strategic partner and lay the foundation for expanded collaboration in missile 
defense, homeland security, energy, cyber security and more; oppose Iranian aggression and 
nuclear ambitions; defend Israel from malicious economic efforts.. 
      Sincerely, 
      Betsy Berns Korn  Howard Kohr 
      President   CEO 



Page 32         Congregation Shir Shalom Bulletin        Adar I — Adar II 5782             March  2022 

 

1     Jacob Black 
       Shirley Low 
3     Josephine Weiner 
4     Mamie Forman 
       Selma Diamond 
5     Harold Jaye 
       Irving Spitzer 
6     Alexander Ellenbogen 
       Shirley Ruth Faerman 
7     Daniel Roher 
       Frank Schlossberg 
       Harry Drachman 
       Jeffrey Gottschalk 
       Jenny Daichman 
       Phyllis Handelman 
8     Harry Kiesler 
       Ida Buchman 
       Joseph Zucker 
       Morris Weitzen 
       Sidney Kantor 
9     Anita Marmer 
       Benjamin Kaplan 
       Bessie L. Horenstein 
       Martin Opperman 
       Regina Himmelbrand 
       Richard Klinger 
10   Kurt Hillelsohn 
       Oscar Schenkel 
       Rhoda Roberts 
       Sarah Mittleman 
       Victoria Packer 
11   Jay Gregory Fuld 
       Philip Frendel 
12   Emanuel Mack 
       Fred Ackerman 
13   Martin Weinstein 
       Pauline Michael 
       Sharyn Apfel 

March Yahrzeits  / יזכור 
15   Charles Rahm 
       Irving A. Elson 
       Mark Tischler 
       Ruth Lipnack 
16   Giselle Goldsmith 
       Lillian Kurland 
17   Benjamin Newdow 
       Joseph Felenstein 
18   Annette Greenwald 
       Arthur Wittner 
       Erich Hirsch 
       Selma Osias 
       Seth Abraham 
19   Eleanor Garfinkel 
       Harry Auster 
       Lillian Warren 
       Liza Passick 
20   Bertha Seidenstein 
       Herbert Gordon 
       Jane Geller 
       Lillian Markowitz 
       Martin Adolf 
       Norman Friedman 
       Samuel Berns 
       Shirley Maggin 
21   David Chadick 
       Davidd Levy 
       Fannie Gordon 
       Frances Alpert 
       Hannah Schoenberg 
       Irving Cooper 
       Jack Levey 
       Sol Chernoff 
       Jolan Scwarcz 
       Louis Bassik 
       Louis Reiter 
       Meda Newhouse 
22   Abraham Silverman 
       Beatrice Bula 

22   Elias Schwartz 
       Elka Karel 
23   Bertha Morenberg 
       Beverly Green 
       Moe Schwartz 
24   Anna Bernanke 
       Barry Hoffman 
       Edith Pesner 
       Ethel Levine 
       Roberta Kaplan 
       William Casper 
25   Estelle Greenberg 
       H. Peter Gasman 
       Harold Friedman 
       Rose Strauss 
       Steven Blau 
26   Harry Ackerman 
       Saul Borakove 
27   Jon David 
       Katie Litwin 
       Victor Slote 
28   Benjamin Krieg 
       Bernath Weinberger 
       Jac Lesser 
29   Celia Olitsky 
       Herbert Engel 
30   Clement Rose 
       Isidore Mintz 
       Joel Nasar 
31   Albert Siegel 
       Anna Gordon 
       Beckie Kupchik 
       Eleanor M. Bragman 
       Leon Schertzer 

   Samuel Reich 

9     Anton & Joy Klein 
13   Jason & Rachel Meltzer 
17   Lawrence & Amy Fox 
18   Howard & Rochelle Kowlowitz 
19   Steven & Shari Winkler 

24   Kieran & Wendy Spelman 
25   Charles & Joy Slater 
       Ira & Helene Kornstein 
26   Bruce & Renee Schnur 
31   Amy & Barry Kanarek 

NHC March Anniversaries Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   
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April Yahrzeits  / יזכור 
1     Aron Winer 
       Esther Wachtel 
       Frances Rostholder 
       Helen Schwartz 
       Hilda Reutlinger 
2     Benjamin Fogelman 
       Florence Hecker 
       Hannah Kayem 
       Kail Housman 
       Lena Luftig 
       Rachel Haleo 
3     Frieda Steinberger 
       Howard Berk 
       Joseph Basem 
       Karen Adler 
       Sol Adamsky 
       Stuart Meltzer 
4     Fred Gottschalk 
       Freida Asinofsky 
       Harry Kantrowitz 
       Loretta Rosenthal 
       Max Schweid 
5     Irving Horowitz 
       Jacob Diamond 
       Jennie Eidus 
       Rose Landsman 
       Samuel Krohnengold 
       Sylvia Casale 
6     Louis Moskowitz 
       Michael Flaster 
       Samuel I. Coopersmith 
7     Benjamin Silberman 
       Betty Solomon 
       Ehood Bash 
       Gregory M. Haas 
       Minnie Rose Sklarsky 
       Ricardo Rabinovich 
       Victor Adler 
8     Al Tamaroff 
       Ann Stein 
       Dannielle Waxberg 

16   Irwin Levin 
       Jeffrey Ruff 
       Julius Lieser 
       Rachel Reichner 
17   Alfred Morris Hofferman 
       Charles William Klein 
       David Guttman 
       Fanny Friedman 
       Gershon Engel 
       Herman Zweigbaum 
       Kenie Mittleman 
       May Roher 
       Philip Kalmis 
18   Howard Reitzes 
       Joseph Kornstein 
       Samuel Applebaum 
       Sylvia Feldman 
19   Abraham Sprung 
       Abraham Verhoeff 
       Bernard Farber 
       Isadore Schoen 
       Milton Levine 
       Nathan Oberman 
       Samuel Pollack 
20   Fred Markowitz 
       Herbert Joseph Schwartz 
       Jean Berkowitz 
       Sandra Chasworth 
       Saundra Steinberg 
21   Harvey Gilston 
       Herman Weiner 
       Joseph J. Darvin 
       Lena Alexander 
       Mitchell Fefferman 
       Sol David Gladstone 
       Sophie Cohen 

8     Joseph Newhouse 
       Menie Sid 
       Monte Melamed 
       Myrna Schultz 
9     Betty Brown 
       Betty Silver 
       Jack Waldman 
       Lily Guinat 
       Rabbi Henry Sosland 
       Sheila Schertzer 
10   Alvin Goodman 
       Boruch Eliscu 
       David Groder 
       David Klinger 
       Marvin Hillman 
       Wesley Miasnik 
11   Carol Cohen 
       Jack Berman 
       Julius Reutlinger 
       Libby Krohnengold 
12   Mark Ruff 
       Nathan Schnur 
       Rhoda Gerbitz 
       Tillie Riess 
13   Abe Watstein 
       Abraham Brandinger 
       Abraham Pesner 
       Evelyn Darvin 
       Milton Bressler 
       Sara Blumenthal 
14   Anna Cohen 
       Bruce Powers 
       Louis Pollack 
       Samuel Birnbaum 
15   Barry Scott Tuttle 
       Benjamin Schwartz 
       Betty Hillman 
       David Greenberg 
       Frances Weinstein 
       Gertrude Spevack 
       Irving Eisenkraft 
       Lynn Verhoeff 
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22   Anne Weinger 
       Benjamin Harbus 
       Joseph Samuels 
       Leon Aarons 
       Maurice Basem 
       William Bernanke 
23   Beatrice Melzer 
       Claire Stein 
       Joseph Segall 
       Leonard Chalfin 
       Max Picarsky 
       Rita Dranow 
24   Ada Sage 
       Adele Borakove 
       Fagel Eliscu 
       Frances Levy 
       Max Aronson 
       Mordechai Wacksman 

25   Abraham Gamzon 
       Andrew Gross 
       Fred Black 
       Gershon Spiegel 
       Jack Kayem 
       Mary Newhouse 
26   Abraham Berman 
       Bertha Noble 
       Edith Staller 
       Jack Chalfin 
       Milton Saka 
       Mollie Burten 
       Samuel Lifshitz 
27   Beatrice Marshall 
       Benjamin Schneider 
       Eugene Price 
       Fay Levine 
       Israel Klinger 

27   Lenore Amir 
       Sally Felfand 
       William Leib 
28   Edith Edelman 
       Rose Losev 
29   Isabel Nowack 
       Leo Karpfen 
       Sylvia Rivkin 
30   Edythe Fisher 
       Elsie Engel 
       Fannie Cozewith 
       Mac Fox 
       Shep Geller 

April Yahrzeits (continued)  / יזכור 

Condolences/ íéîåçðú            

Esther Spiegel on the death of her husband, Herbert Spiegel 
Karen Schragenheim on the death of her father, Herbert Spiegel 
Mitchell Spiegel on the death of his father, Herbert Spiegel 
Leah Blau, Garry, Schragenheim, Joey Schragenheim and Sarah  
 Schragenheim on the death of their grandfather 
Condolences to Jay Jaffe on the death of his father Mitchell Jaffe  

NHC April Anniversaries Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   

Engagement Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   
Suzanne & Chaim Kofinas on the engagement of their son Seth to Serina Motola 
Birth Mazal Tovs / מזל טוב   
Tobi & Stanley Weisel on the birth of their granddaughter, Isabella Abigail Weisel  

2      Arthur & Phyllis Tuttle 
8      Craig & Carol Rudnitsky 
9      Marilyn Brenner & Murry Wolf 
10    David & Pat Postrion 
12    Arthur & Diane Fishman 

15    Kevin & Joyce Ryan 
17    Gregory & Elena Liberov 
22    Ralph & Amy  Marchese 
29    Gerald & Gloria Levitus 

Speedy Recoveries/ äîìù äàåôø  

Get well Laurie Griffel 
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Please note our new “ShirShalomRockland” Facebook, web and email 
 addresses which reflect our new identity 
Our website is now www.shirshalomrockland.org (however, please note, it 
 temporarily shows “www.nanuethc.org” at the top).   
The new Facebook addresses are:   
 Congregation Shir Shalom Facebook: www.facebook.com/  
  ShirShalomRockland 
 Congregation Shir Shalom Community Forum Facebook:  
  www.facebook.com/groups/ShirShalomRockland 
 Congregation Shir Shalom Sisterhood Facebook:  
  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
SisterhoodShirshalomRockland/ 
 Congregation Shir Shalom Men's Club Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/groups/MensClubShirShalomRockland  
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Especially during our unsettling environment, 
why go to a store to buy greeting cards? For 
just $3.00 each, you can have a personalized, 
handwritten Leagram sent to a member of our 
congregation, a relative or a friend. These can 
be sent for any occasion including, birthdays, 
anniversaries, Mazel Tovs for weddings, 
engagements, special events such as Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs, get well and condolences. 

Each month, when the Bulletin is e-mailed, an 
additional message is sent which includes a Leagram list for the 
following month. If you don’t have an e-mail address, you can 
contact the Congregation Shir Shalom office to have a list 
mailed to you.  Just circle the ones that you would like sent, 
enclose a check for the total amount and follow the 
instructions on the bottom of the Leagram list. 

In addition, you can also send Leagrams to non-members. Just 
write the name and address to whom it should be sent and the 
type of message you’re requesting. 

Please keep in mind that this is a Congregation Shir Shalom  
Sisterhood fundraiser which helps support our synagogue. You 
don’t have to be a member of Sisterhood to participate. 
Thank you and stay safe. 

    Best regards, 
    Diane Fishman, Leagram Chairperson 
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                                                     Date        [event]            .            
Name                  [recipient]                                                . 

 

Leagrams can be used in place of commercial greeting cards for  
congratulatory messages for birthdays, anniversaries, engagements, 
marriages and bnei mitzvot as well as get well wishes and expressions of sympathy. 
 

They are also one of Sisterhood’s most successful fund raisers, allowing Sisterhood to 
donate a significant amount of money back to the Shul to help defray various synagogue 
expenses. 
 

The cost of each Leagram is $3. 
 

Reminder:  All Leagrams must be requested in writing.                              [sender] 
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 Tzedakah / צדקה  
 

Tzedakah received and recorded by the 10th of the month or the first business 
day after, will be acknowledged on these pages.  If the office is closed because of 
holidays falling on these days, only donations received before the holiday will 
appear.  Please also note that acknowledgment or lack thereof on these pages 

does not constitute an official receipt of your donation by the shul. In the event that acknowledgment 
of your donation does not appear, please let the synagogue office know and we will print it in the next 
issue of the Bulletin. 

Planning Ahead 
Now is the time to start the planning that enhances the work of the congregation by raising the 
necessary funds so dues need not be raised.  Our ongoing fundraisers include the Rabbi's Walk and the 
Tree of Life.  To reserve a brick on the Rabbi’s Walk or reserve a stone or a leaf on the Tree of Life, 
call Estelle Eisenkraft in care of the office at 845-708-9181.  

Donations to Building Fund 
 
Mark Weiss  

In memory of brother, Peter Weiss 
In memory of father, William Weiss 
 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Helene Gottlieb  

In memory of father, Jacob Zuckerman 
 

General Fund 
George Bielski  

In memory of Anna Shumofsky 
In memory of Marlene Shumofsky 

Nancy & Irvin Brown  
In memory of Nora Horwitz 

Toby & Stuart Fishberg  
In memory of Esther Garbatow 
In memory of Fred Fishberg 

Diane & Arthur Fishman  
Condolences to Elana Kleinon the passing of her father, Steven Klein  
Condolences to Esther Spiegel on the passing of her husband, Herb Spiegel 
Condolences to Karen Schragenheim and Mitch Spiegel on the passing of their  
 father, Herb Spiegel.  
Mazal Tov to Arlene Hecker in honor of her birthday 

Milton Fuld  
In memory of father, Gustave Fuld 
In memory of Max Pester  
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Marion & Milton Fuld  
In memory of son, Jay Fuld 
Mazal Tov to Arlene Hecker in honor of her birthday 

Lynne Garfinkel  
In memory of mother, Sylvia Horowitz 

Karen & Asher Glazer  
In memory of Pearl Cohn 

Jessica Gottlieb 
In memory of mother, Shirley Low 

Ann Gross 
 In memory of grandfather, Max Estreich 
 In memory of uncle, Paul Estreich 
Myron Hecker  

Mazal Tov to my beautiful wife, Arlene Hecker in honor of her birthday 
Andrew & Marsha Krohnengold Gerson  

In memory of Harold N. Krohnengold 
In memory of Jed L. Krohnengold 

Susan & ArnoldKronick  
In memory of Edith Kronick 

Anne & Stephen Math  
In memory of David Fajbuszewicz 

Letty & Charles Mintz 
 In memory of Charles Mintz 
 In memory of Helen Parness 
Eleanor & Lloyd Newman  

In memory of Joel Rosenbaum 
Elliott Newman  

In memory of wife, Naomi Newman 
Rose & Bruce Pollack  

Condolences to Elana Klein on the passing of her father, Steven Klein 
Marion Reichner  

Mazal Tov to Nir Kantor on the engagement of his daughter, Maya Kantor to Joe 
Mazal Tov to Nir Kantor on the engagement of his son, Eian Kantor to Madeleine 

Mindy & Adam Sayer  
Condolences to Elana Klein on the passing of her father, Steven Klein 

Myrna Schenkel  
In memory of father-in-law, Oscar Schenkel 

Rose Schiller  
In memory of Sam Basem 

Renee & Bruce Schnur  
Mazal Tov to Arlene Hecker in honor of her birthday 
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Mark Sheiman  
In memory of mother, Rhoda Roberts 

Flora Silver  
Condolences to the Wineburgh family on the passing of Marjorie Wineburgh 

Karen & David Stein  
In memory of Irwin Stein 

Alice Taylor  
In memory of Aileen Taylor 

Rita Zowader  
In memory of brother, Stanley Blumenthal 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Michael Brandenburg  

In memory of father, Robert Brandenburg 
Stuart Fierman  

In memory of sister, Elaine Carl 
Jeffrey Mittleman  

In memory of grandmother, Sarah Mittleman 
 

 
Please be sure to visit, like and share Congregation Shir Shalom’s 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ShirShalomRockland. This page 
is open to all CSS members, family, friends and potential new 
members. We also welcome you to post information and photos on 
this page that are appropriate to Congregation Shir Shalom. 

WE NOW HAVE A SINGLE ZOOM LINK TO ACCESS ALL OF OUR  
VIRTUAL (ONLINE) SERVICES. 

Unless otherwise advised, please use this Zoom link to access all of our Virtual 
(online) Services.  This includes our daily evening minyan, and Shabbat (Friday 
night and Saturday morning) and Holiday Services: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85045763462?pwd=bjJCK2xoWkJFVVJoc3R2cVJiUnNHdz09 

Meeting ID: 850 4576 3462    Passcode: 9181 
You can download the Siddur Sim Shalom for Weekdays (weekday evening) at: 
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/form-download-e-siddur-0 
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Now you can pay your 
membership dues using  

VISA, MasterCard  
American Express  
or Discover card 

Teaching Is Available Upon Request 
   marcykarsenty@gmail.com 

Don’t forget — You can help support the Synagogue at 
no cost to you — PURCHASE SCRIP — It’s easy:  
Contact the Congregation Shir Shalom Office @  

(845) 708-9181  
E-mail - kari.warren@shirshalomrockland.org 

Mail - 411 South Little Tor Road, New City, NY 10956 

We have gift cards for   
Shop Rite • Stop & Shop • DeCicco • Wegmans 

 
You can make purchases by cash or check 
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