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BJC Book Club Notice
The BJC Open Book Club meets virtually at 8 PM on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month. Our upcoming 
selection is: 

November 29 (5th Wednesday)- Trick by Domenico 
Starnone is a wonderful story about an elderly 
illustrator and his four-year-old grandson that goes 
beyond the ordinary and predictable. 

If you are not already on the book club’s email list and 
would like to join us for any or all of our meetings, 
please let Evelyn Ganzglass at eganzglass@gmail.com 
know and she will add you to the list. 

BJC REGULAR PROGRAMMING
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THE RABBI'S MESSAGE
Rabbi Er i c . L Abbott 

It has been three and a half weeks since the horrific attack from Hamas terrorists 
against Israel, the murder of 1400 people, the worst single day massacre of Jews 
since the Holocaust. In that time, we have read countless news articles, watched 
footage on TV, and scrolled through post after post on social media.

We have heard about the innocent children, parents, grandparents, spouses, and countless other Israeli civilians. 
We have desperately awaited the release of the hostages. We have witnessed the pictures of innocent victims 
coming out of Gaza. We have felt the barrage of antisemitism coming from all sides of the political spectrum. 
And we continue to do so.

Sometimes, I feel as though I am in a whiplash. Empathy moves to anger moves to solidarity moves to fear. I 
continue to see my social media posts and read various articles and opinion pieces, some that make me 
uncomfortable, some that terrify me, some that depress me, some that prod me into thinking about the situation 
in a new light, some that reaffirm what I have been thinking, and some that put into words what I could not. I 
find myself mourning for Jews who may not live in the same country and yet are, nonetheless, my people. I 
empathize with the Palestinian children and civilians who must face constant violence and see Hamas not as 
their representatives but as their theocratic overlords. I feel a newly reignited devotion to the State of Israel and 
her right for self-defense against an enemy that, if it had its way, would destroy not only Israel but you and me. I 
fear for my family’s safety with this new rise in antisemitism—which had already been on the rise. I feel no 
comfort, no safety, from the right or the left. The world is a lonely place to be a Jew right now.

What can we do in a time like this? We can, of course, stand with Israel. This is a statement that for some of us 
will say, “Duh!” For others, we might wonder how we do that when we despise the prime minister’s actions, 
when we loath the occupation, when we strive for an Israel that ceases to discriminate against Palestinians and 
women, that allows for marriage rights for LGBTQ+ individuals and non-Orthodox Jews. I also know that our 
relationships with our Christian and Muslim neighbors, friends, and loved ones—especially right here at 6601 
Bradley Blvd—complicates our feelings. And yet, I am here to say: Now is the time to stand with Israel. That 
does not discount all those other points—we can hold two things at once. As Rabbi Rachel Timoner of 
Congregation Beth Elohim of Brooklyn taught a couple of weeks ago, of course we would take care of a family 
member before a stranger:

“…we live in concentric circles of love, in concentric circles of care, in concentric circles of obligation. And 
that is okay, it is human, it is right. It is good, to care first and most about those closest to you, and then outward 
in widening circles, and it is o.k. to prioritize our own group’s grief, before we focus on the grief of others. It is right 
to rise to save our own people before rising to save others.”

May our words, our deeds, our resources, our time, and our money continue to support Israel.

The next thing we can do is stay informed. Not only will news updates help us form our own opinions, but 
sometimes other people can put into words what we have struggled to articulate. Here is a small sampling of 
some articles I’ve been reading lately:

• Arno Rosenfeld, “‘Ripped in half’: American Jews grapple how to donate to Israel and Gaza" – The
Forward, Oct. 23, 2023

(con't)

https://forward.com/news/566522/american-jews-donate-philanthropy-israel-and-gaza/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ForwardingtheNews_8098826
https://youtu.be/EKo0rxAZ_hc
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THE RABBI'S MESSAGE
Rabbi Er i c . L Abbot t

” 

• Noah Efron, “These 3 American rabbis are the voices I trust right now” – The Times of Israel, Oct. 24, 2023
• Yossi Klein Halevi, “What this war is about” – The Times of Israel, Oct. 17, 2023
• Emily Tamkin, “Jews you disagree with are still Jews — even if they feel differently about Israel” – The

Forward, Oct. 23, 2023
• This Instagram Post from @truahrabbis, Oct. 20, 2023
• This Instagram Post from @brettgelman, Oct. 20, 2023

Finally, in this world of antisemitism, war in Israel, civilian death, and so much more, in a world where it can feel 
isolating to be a part of the global Jewish family (whether by birth or by relationships), we can also proudly 
reaffirm our identities. Positive Judaism, pro-Judaism—whatever we want to call it, now is the time to be proud 
of being Jewish. Even with our physical safety under threat, we must embrace our faith, our tradition, our 
heritage.

Whether or not we each want to publicly display our Judaism and to what degree—only you and your loved ones 
can make that decision for yourselves—proudly sharing our heritage is one way to stand up to the ugliness of our 
world right now. Here are three initiatives I have been proud to be involved in recently, three projects that give 
me hope in this dark time: 

• BJC has been participating in Shivyon: Keshet’s Equality Project to transform our congregation into an even
more LGBTQ+ embracing community. Our team has been working on updating forms and language,
planning programs (such as marching in DC Pride back in June), and developing training for staff and lay
leaders.

• I recently returned from a four-day retreat with other rabbis in the 18Doors Rukin Rabbinic Fellowship for
Interfaith Inclusion. In our society, 71% of progressive Jews marry someone who isn’t Jewish, and I’m proud
to be learning and discussing how to serve these couples and families—a pillar of our BJC community. This
retreat kicked off our 18-month fellowship, and we shared discussions on how to better welcome and
embrace our interfaith couples, what it means to be a “Jewish” household, and so much more. If you’re in an
interfaith relationship, I recommend exploring the 18Doors website and signing up for their emails.

• Our upcoming Interfaith Service on November 12 will highlight the shared humanity between Jews,
Christians, and Muslims, a special event unique to 6601 Bradley Blvd. This is one of the pillars of our Jewish
community. We will come together, even when we do not all see eye to eye, as a beacon of hope.

I am proud of the work we are doing and proud of this positive approach to Judaism in a chaotic world.
No matter where we stand on the political spectrum, no matter what our views on Israel are, may we continue to 
pray for and assist our Jewish brethren in that great Jewish dream, the State of Israel. May we continue to learn 
about the crisis and the myriad of ways we can help. May we empathize with all innocent lives, including those in 
Palestine, even if we focus on our concentric circles. And may we stand up proudly in the face of antisemitism.

Amen.

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/these-3-progressive-us-rabbis-are-the-voices-i-trust-right-now/
https://forward.com/opinion/566461/jews-disagree-israel-war-hamas/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ForwardingtheNews_8098826
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyogeufuY_O/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyovVv1uFEi/?img_index=2
https://18doors.org/fellowship/
https://18doors.org/fellowship/
https://www.bethesdajewish.org/event/interfaith-thanksgiving-service-and-brunch.html
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/what-this-war-is-about/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CtUjZtNA9YE/
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Issie Resti

The parshiot we read in November cover a variety of events in Torah that my kids   
would call “iconic” -- Sarah laughing when she is told she will give birth (Vayeira), 
the deaths of Sarah and Abraham (Chayei Sarah), Esau exchanging his birthright 
for little more than a bowl of soup (Toldot), and Jacob’s dream of a ladder 
between Earth and Heaven (Vayeitzei). These are stories familiar to many people, 

even those raised in non-religious households or in traditions other than the Abrahamic faiths. 

My kids often refer to things as “iconic.” They seem to use the word when talking about something that they find 
awe-inspiring. They frequently use it when telling me a story about someone doing something bold and brave, 
something they themselves might never have the guts to do. For me, one of those moments occurs in the first 
parsha we read this month, Vayeira. 

Years ago (okay...decades), when I was in religious school at BJC, we were taught to say “Ani po” rather than its 
English equivalent, “I am here,” when answering the teacher reading from the attendance list. It was a simple way 
to incorporate a little Hebrew into our weekly lessons. But in the first parsha we read this month, Vayeira, when 
God calls out to Abraham, he responds not with “ani po” but rather with “Hineni” (“Here I am”). Many parshiot 
later, Moses uses the same word when he hears his name spoken in the burning bush. Rabbis have suggested that 
given how often Torah uses hineni in important moments such as these, we can infer that this word means more 
than just its literal translation; “Here I am” isn’t just a reference to geographical location, but to one’s state of 
being as well. It means coming to a place and time with a full heart and the proper kavanah (intention). 

One of the things I value so much about BJC is that as a community, we’re all in; we are here to be engaged and to 
engage with others, spiritually, intellectually, emotionally. Many of my colleagues and friends outside of BJC ask 
why I spend so much time at my synagogue. My response is that I’m there for the people. And that is, in my 
mind, truly the motto of BJC: we’re here for the people. We come because we enjoy being around each other, 
bonding over our similarities and learning from our differences. But beyond that, if the last year has taught us 
anything, it's that we are here to support each other. We show up when we’re needed, whether to set up chairs for 
a much anticipated lecture, celebrate the birth of a new baby, or walk with a family -- or the community at large -- 
through their journey of grief. These hineni moments (for lack of a better term) can be seen so often within the 
BJC community, and it has always elicited in me so many powerful emotions: love, pride, admiration, gratitude, 
peace. Now, more than ever, I crave those things, and how blessed I feel to be in a place where I find them so 
readily available. As we all move through the next few weeks and months, trying to regain our bearings after 
being knocked so violently from our moorings, may we all continue to find the strength to say -- and live -- 
“Hineni.”

B’shalom,

Issie 
issieresti@gmail.com
(301) 326-9142

mailto:issieresti@gmail.com
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YOUTH EDUCATION 2023-2024 OPEN FOR REGISTRATION!

Our Religious School program is well into the swing of things!  It was exciting to see so many people at Pizza 
in the Hut and our Simchat Torah service and dinner. We welcomed our new students with a consecration 
service and tried to “Stump the Rabbi” by asking where different Torah portions were located, but he couldn’t 
be stumped!  We are also grateful to the Rabbi for meeting with the parents during Religious School to address 
different ways to speak to children about the war in Israel. 

Throughout October, the students were studying the value of B’tzelem Elohim -  Honoring the image of God 
in ourselves and in others.  This will culminate in our November Family program which is the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service on November 12th.  There will be an after-school playdate on November 4th for students 
in grades K-3.  Families can plan to stay after religious school and socialize while the students play on the 
playground.  We will continue November with the value of G’vruah - Using one’s inner strength to do what’s 
right.  Our December Family Program will be the Family Chanukah Celebration & Shabbat Services on 
December 8th at 5:30 PM.  We hope to see you at all of the upcoming events!  

Shoshanah Drake & Kaitlin Blackburn, Education Committee Co-Chairs

https://www.bethesdajewish.org/youth


WORSHIP SCHEDULE UPDATE

 BJC continues our Friday night worship at 7:30 PM. Saturday morning services begin 10:30 AM. Consult 
B JC Now for the latest information and for links to services if you prefer to worship virtually.

SNAPSHOTS Getting Together for
 Worship, Meaning,and Fun
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https://www.bethesdajewish.org/event/installation
https://www.bethesdajewish.org/events


SNAPSHOTS Getting Together for
 Worship, Meaning,and Fun

BJC runs on volunteer power! Grab your preferred Oneg date while you can. Dates in November and 
December are available. Thank you for your generosity and time! Click here to sign up for a Friday Night Oneg. 

https://www.bethesdajewish.org/form/oneg-volunteers-fiscal-year-20223-2024.html
https://www.bethesdajewish.org/form/hanukkah-package-2023.html


SIMCHAT TORAH

The BJC community came together to fill Covenant Hall with ruach as we celebrated Simchat Torah on 
October 6th. We sang, we danced, we unrolled the entire Torah- always an inspiring sight. The kids 
marched around with the tiny torahs and everyone got into the "Simchat Torah" spirit by dancing. 

The pre-service dinner was provided by Attmans Deli, as as always, they knocked it out of the park with 
sandwiches, pickles, salads, and yummy desserts. 

Many thanks to the families, the BJC band, and the Rabbi for making that Friday night such a joyful scene.

Maestro Sidlin’s collection of essays, Conduct Unbecoming, is available at Politics and Prose.  https://
www.politics-prose.com/book/9781624293139   
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MAHJONGG FOR AWARENESS

Thank you to everyone who came out to Mahjongg for Sharsheret on October 19th! We had a great time 
playing- or learning to play. And some of us remembered to wear to pink or teal!

Big congratulations to all who won a raffle prize, especially the winner of that gorgeous Yellow Mountain 
set! Enjoy it!

A special thank you to Sharsheret for partnering with us. We loved the giveaways and all the information 
was hugely helpful. If you missed the mahjongg event, all the information is available in the office. 

Sharsheret, a national non-profit organization, improves the lives of Jewish women and families living with 
or at increased genetic risk for breast or ovarian cancer through personalized support and saves lives 
through educational outreach.

While their expertise is in young women and Jewish families as related to breast cancer and ovarian cancer, 
Sharsheret programs serve all women and men.



SOCIAL ACTION
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From UnXeptable DC:

"This coming Sunday will mark the 4th weekend that we will gather in front of the Red Cross to advocate for 
the safe release of the hostages held in Gaza following the horrific attack by Hamas on October 7. 

Only four women - out of upwards of 210 babies, children, women, men, and elderly civilians have been 
released so far. 

We invite the DC metropolitan area community to stand united with us in front of the Red Cross HQ building 
to acknowledge their assistance and urge them to act for the immediate release and safe return of all the 
hostages.

Please bring photos of the hostages. Israeli and US flags are encouraged.   

Please also bring bells or of any size. We will ring them to call attention to our cause."

Place: American Red Cross,  17th St. NW, between D and E 
Date: Every Sunday
Time: 12:30 pm   

#BringThemHomeNow



We thank the community of BHPC for their support at this truly devastating time. 
BJC is grateful for our partnership and friendship. 



OUR MEMBERS

LET THE RABBI PROVIDE PASTORAL SUPPORT
Please be in touch with me in times of joy, sadness, or illness in your life or in the lives of a loved 
one or another member of the congregation. If you have a pastoral need, please call the BJC office at 
(301) 469-8636 or email me at rabbiabbott@bethesdajewish.org. For a lifecycle emergency during non-
office hours, please call (301) 664-4585.  When I am away, please contact Geryl Baer in the BJC office at
(301) 469-8636, admin@bethesdajewish.org. She will know how to contact me or my substitute.
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REMEMBRANCES

Ever confused about when we remember the yahrzeit of your loved one? You can choose to remember this special 
date according to the Hebrew or English calendar. Get in touch with Geryl Baer in the office to review and verify the 
accuracy of your records.

Shloshim

Marty Ganzglass, husband of Evelyn Ganzglass
Amy Horn, sister of Dennis Horn
Shlomi and Deborah Matias, cousins of Bruce Baum

Yahrzeits November 2023

Kermit Bailer, father of Byron Bailer
Nedra Kaleen Banta, mother of William Banta 
Esther Blumberg, grandmother of Linda Blumberg 
Sonya Choper, sister of Linda Baum
Martin Cohen, father of Donna Goldberg
Renee Cooper, mother of David Cooper
Bernard Morris Dubin, father of Alan Dubin 
Libby Dubin, sister of Alan Dubin
David Friedman, father of Hannah Friedman Elson 
Miriam Gleberman, mother of Ellen Gleberman 
Ethel Gluckstein, friend of Maran Gluckstein 
Philip Gordesky, grandfather of Joan G Kaufman 
Harry Haber, father of Miles Haber
Beatrice Heller, mother of Carolyn (Carie) Schaffer 
Sonya Gordon Hess, mother of Barbara Hess
Dr. Irving Horn, father of Dennis Horn
Ralph Kaufman, father of Emily Van Agtmael 
Jack Scott, father of David Scott
Bernadine Tarker, mother of Lisa Tarker
Alan Turow, father of Stephen Turow
Naomi Walders, mother of Larry Walders
Abe Walter, grandfather of Sandra Walter
Harry Winslow, father of Craig Winslow 
Mildred Zisman, sister of Henry (Al) Folsom

mailto:rabbiabbott@bethesdajewish.org


OUR MEMBERS
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
David Plattner and Nora Muhari
David and Ellen Belkin
Robin Toblin

NACHAS NOTES
Editor’s Note: Share the joys in your life! Send to: amy@bethesdajewish.org

• Mazel Tov to Joan G. Kaufman on her bat mitzvah!
• Mazel Tov to Chana Shira Hancock on her bat mitzvah!
• Mazel Tov to Bruce and Wynne Busman on their 30th wedding anniversary
• Mazel Tov  to Brian and Shoshanah Drake on their 25th wedding anniversary
• Mazel Tov  to Shoshanah Drake on the 40th anniversary of her bat mitzvah

THANK YOUS Through October 27

DONATION GENERAL

Nancy Allinson and Marty Dickinson in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Chana Shira Hancock
Nancy Allinson and Marty Dickinson in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman
Aleen Chabot in Memory of Herbert Chabot
Al and Ginnie Cover in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Shoshanah and Brian Drake in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman
Shoshanah and Brian Drake in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of  Chana Shira Hancock
Shoshanah and Brian Drake in Honor of Nancy Allinson and Marty Dickinson
Shoshanah and Brian Drake in Honor of Kaitlin Blackburn
Barbara and Marty Faigin
Harri Kramer and Russ Hogya in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Harri Kramer and Russ Hogya in Honor of the B’not Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman and Chana Shira Hancock 
Susan Kraut and Eric Benderson in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Karen Levi in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Karen Levi in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Chana Shira
Karen Levi in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman
Carie Schaffer
Barbara Ranagan and Larry Slifman in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Ed and Norma Stern in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Alicia Sullivan in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman

AS GOOD AS WE GIVE

Lorrie Van Akkeren

RABBI ERIC ABBOTT'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Wynne and Bruce Busman in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Harri Kramer and Russ Hogya in Memory of Vivian L. Kramer
Jim Korelitz and Liz Sloss in Memory of Marty Ganzglass
Lenore Sempert in Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Joan Kaufman
Lorrie Van Akkeren



THANK YOUS (CONT.)

Lorrie Van Akkeren

Rabbi Abbott Installation Wish List

Susan Kraut and Eric Benderson

Rabbi Eric Abbott’s Discretionary Fund

Jim Korelitz and Liz Sloss in Honor of Rabbi Abbott for leading the Torah Today class this past year

Lorrie Van Akkeren in Memory of Bill van Berg

Maran Gluckstein Educational Fund

Adult Hebrew Class in Honor of Maran Gluckstein

Shirley and Bernard Altschuler in Honor of Lorrie Van Akkeren’s 80th birthday

Samuel and Lauren Kline

Rabbi Sunny Legacy Campaign

Rachel Mosher-Williams and David Williams, David Mosher and Allyson Mosher in Honor of Rabbi Sunny’s 
support and involvement in Lottie Mosher’s funeral and shiva

AS GOOD AS WE GIVE

Lorrie Van Akkeren in Honor of Aleen Chabot’s 90 ½ birthday

RABBI ERIC ABBOTT'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Linda Blumberg and Steve Turow in Honor of the Marriage of Samantha Blumberg and Jess Jackoway
Bruce and Wynne Busman in Memory of Richard Reicher, father of Terri Reicher 
Helen Dalton in Honor of Rabbi Eric Abbott for the beautiful and heartfelt memorial tribute for Michael Dalton
David and Judith Scott
Lorrie Van Akkeren

MARAN GLUCKSTEIN EDUCATIONAL FUND

Edward Elson and Hannah Friedman
Lorrie Van Akkeren in Honor of Maran Gluckstein’s adult Hebrew class
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THANK YOUS Through October 27

LIFECYCLE BOOK OF JOYS AND REMEMBRANCES

Harri Kramer and Russ Hogya
Margo Stein

https://www.sunflowerbakery.org


CONSULT BJC NOW FOR THE LATEST INFORMATIONAND LINKS TOCONNECTVIA ZOOM

CALENDAR for NOVEMBER 2023

Day Date Starting Time EVENT

Wednesday 11/1 7:00 PM Torah Today
Friday 11/3 5:30 PM

6:00 PM
6:45 PM

Tot Shabbat- Covenant Hall and Online
Family Service Dinner
Shabbat Services- Covenant Hall and Online

Saturday 11/4 9:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Adult Hebrew Class- Lounge
BJC Religious School
Shabbat Services- Covenant Hall and Online

Sunday 11/5 7:00 PM Through the Eyes of the Artist- Online

Wednesday 11/8 7:00 PM Torah Today

Thursday 11/9 11:00 AM
7:00 PM

Programming Committee Meeting- Online
BJC Board Meeting

Friday 11/10 7:30 PM Shabbat Services- Covenant Hall and Online

Saturday 11/11 9:00 AM
10:30 AM

Adult Hebrew Class- Lounge
Shabbat Services and Evan Kline Bar Mitzvah-
BHPC Sanctuary and Online

Sunday 11/12 10:30 AM Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and Brunch-
BHPC Sanctuary and Memorial Hall

Wednesday 11/15 7:00 PM Torah Today
Thursday 11/16 2:30 PM

7:00 PM
Rosh Chodesh Circle- Lounge
Mahjongg

Friday 11/17 7:30 PM Shabbat Services- Covenant Hall and Online
Saturday 11/18 9:00 AM

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Adult Hebrew Class- Lounge
BJC Religious School
Shabbat Services and Bar Mitzvah of Nicholas
Lindholm- Covenant Hall and Online

Wednesday 11/22 12:00 PM Deadline to order Hanukkah Packages
Thursday 11/23 THANKSGIVING- OFFICE CLOSED
Friday 11/24 7:30 PM Shabbat Services- Covenant Hall and Online
Saturday 11/25 No Saturday Services
Wednesday 11/29 7:00 PM

8:00 PM
Torah Today
Book Club- Online
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